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WREATH LAYING CEREMONY HELD AT THE TOMB OF
PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., July 14, 2009 — In commemoration of the 96th birthday of President
Gerald R. Ford, individual wreaths from President Barack Obama and from Mrs. Betty Ford
and the Ford family were placed at President Ford’s Tomb on the grounds of the Gerald R.
Ford Presidential Museum in Grand Rapids, Michigan during a ceremony earlier today.

The ceremony included Major General Thomas G. Cutler, Adjutant General, Michigan
National Guard, who presented the wreath from President Obama. Dick Ford, President Ford’s
brother, and Fred Meijer, Doug DeVos and Steve Van Andel, close friends of Mrs, Betty Ford
and the Ford family, presented the personal wreath from Mrs. Ford. Susan Ford Bales and her
husband Vaden Bales, President and Mrs. Ford’s daughter and son-in-law, presented a wreath
from the Ford children and grandchildren.

“To Mother and my family, today's Wreath Laying Ceremony here at Dad's Tomb and the
words you see upon his tomb represent in a very personal way the boundless love he gave to
Mother and me and my brothers and the similar degree of lasting friendships he shared with
many of you here in Grand Rapids,” said Susan Ford Bales, daughter of President and Mrs. Ford.

This year's ceremony was organized by Mrs. Ford and the family. It is an annual tradition
conducted by the Ford family each July 14 and is part of a long-standing tradition in which the
President of the United States sends a wreath to the tomb of each deceased president on that
president’s birthday. Mrs. Ford and the Ford family also have their personal wreaths presented.

President Ford passed away on December 26, 2006.
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For more information contact: Timothy J. Pietryga (616) 240-1883

For more information regarding the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum and Library and
for images of the ceremony this morning visit: www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov
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