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The Boy Governor:  

Stevens T. Mason and the Birth of 

Michigan Politics 
By Don Faber 

Don Faber 

Stevens T. Mason, named 

Secretary of the Michigan  

Territory at the age of 19, 

led Michigan into statehood, 

fought a war with Ohio, and 

put in place many of the  

essential institutions the 

state enjoys today.   

Hear about the “Boy Governor’s” successes and 

failures, and how ultimately Mason’s historic  

accomplishments earned him a place in the front 

ranks of Michigan’s great men and women.  

Author and Journalist, Don 

Faber, tells the story of this 

dominant political figure in 

the early development of 

Michigan, describing Mason 

as “a romantic figure from 

another century—a lightning 

rod, prophet and statesman.” 


