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.+ It is time for Americans to celebrate the greatness of our ideals, to take pride in
the achievements of the past two hundred years and to reflect with prormse on our -
future. S

Sometimes we are so close to our troubles we fail to see our triurrrphs. ”I“h,-ope'i:he
- Bicentennial will help us reflect on how good and strong our country is.

' Many nationg have made plans to honor this special anniversary, because they see
. how hard America works to put ideals into action.

Re301ce is an old- fashmned word, but 1t captures the spirit I hope America feels
this year. We should rejoice in our individual freedoms, in our free enterprise
system and in our representatlve government. : o e

Philadelphia is the right place to begin this celebratmn of the heart, because here
. 1deals were translated 1nto action. ~ - :

We are still striving to achieve those ideals, and our ability to change and grow is
also a cause for celebration. The past two hundred years prove a government of
" free people can preva.11 over confhcts : :

VA This magnificent creatmn by ILouise Nevelson symbolizes both the past and the
- future. ”B1centenn1a1 Dawn'' celebrates what we have done and- what we have yet to do

If our hearts are moved by our successes and challenged by our failures, future
Amer1cans will look back to 1976 with pride just as we now look back to 1776.

We can know no more.of the future than those Phlladelphla dreamers, but our
history gives us even greater faith in our ideals, our institutions and our people.

It is 1976. Our Natlon is two hundred years tfoung, and the ldeal of freedom and
equality for every American remains a fresh challenge.

o I light this artistic creation tonight with this thought: 'ILet us rejoice in liberty. ' "



