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Thls year s White House Christmas decoratwons reflect Mrs, B
Fo"d‘s 1nterest in Amerlcan hand crafts. - -She has tried” tO o
'-,enpnasrze decorations that can be made at home out of L

. inexpensive materials and 1tems around the houseo

‘Decorations focus on a return to the Crafts~—centerin§ aroundl
- patchwork and quilts--and stressrng the country s early .
Cnrlstmas customs. : . Co

.lThe theme of crafted quilts and patchwork is carried out. ' =~ .17 n o
throughout the State Floor but is predominant in and around -
~ the Christmas tree in the Blue Room. Red quilted, bows add - -

" color to various wreaths and greens, and'Crazy Quilts are

1sed in the Red Room and will be used in. decorations during .

the Ford's Chrietmas parties. All fabrics arecAmeriCanamade;“""

A Wreath of mixed greens appears in each w1ndow on the Statef ;fyj_:fi

Floor and in each of the windows of the Family Quarters onm - .«

the north side of the White House (a total of 34 wreaths). - .-

- The wreaths are 36" in diameter and are fashloned of noble"'

. and silver fir, incense .cedar, ahnd blue junlper.“ The flrs
come from Washlngton and Oregon. " :

‘The Blue Room .

Tne Chrlsumas tree, a 19 % foot concolor fir, 15 located ln.rhe
center of ;he Blue Room. It is decorated w1th the follow1ng
ornaments: patchwork balls made by .senior citizens and . ) S
 Appalachian womenj hand—made natural-wood baskets which contain ﬂf
- nuts or gumdrops; hand-crafted wooden toys; patchwork bows, - - T
. wreaths, and ribbon garland which cascades from the top of the '
‘tree. In dddition, there are 600 tiny mirrors in oval and
'rectangular shaoeswhlch hang from the branches, drled statlce
(callfornla heather) on the branches which creates a snowellkc
effect,,and 50 spice sachets made from a. comblnatlon of "‘,ﬂ
cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, allspice, and a touch of.orangeu ;7"5‘

' The patchwork Christmas balls. There are 550 patchwork balls 1n_?f ‘
. four shapes: round, pentagon, orange-peel, ‘and Chrlstmas lantern. ¢
ATaey are made of two fabrics: a small—prlnued cotton in a varlety

- of patchwork designs; and a water- stalned moire. ' e -

The‘ﬂotron patchwork balls were ‘made by women Ain the Appalachlan L
~area of North Carolina’ who were comm1551oned by Blue Rldgef S
B Mountaln Industrles ' : SPRT e

?fThe'moile balls were crafted by senior citizens acroSsﬁthe ,
'fcountry, coordinated through The Quilters WOrkshop in Bay51de,zf
. New York. : The moire was donated by Cohama. Fabrlcs of New York,
‘The Christmas lantern pattern of patchwork ball is a’ de51gn}'*
- oort q1naced for the White House this year by Mauve GreenbaumYOf e
o Whlnestone, New York worklng through the Qullters Workbhop,,i_ﬂiiv‘i"
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tovs are made from sugar pine and akre assembled with glue
dowel construction {(no nails, screws, metal, 'or_plastics); '
=signs include tuxtles, imice, elephants, wnale , trucks, cars, -
111 gato:s, and irons, . The Lovs are not made in a factory, 4 L

t in the homes of individual craftsmen. .. The gneels'on the wr
trucks and train cars are made by the handicapped at the Kurf€zg. =
‘Trx 11n1ng CenLer in Bethlehem, Pennsylvanla as.. occunatlonal J T

*tHorapy.; ' ‘
yzmb toys w1ll be glven to uqderpr1v1leged chlldfen after
" Chrx btmas, : : A

~ The wooden baskets. ~There are 75. handmade Wooden baske;s.?'
Some of the bas&ets are on loan from the Department of the .
Interior and were made by Cherokee Indians in Norgh Carollna
' Other baskets came from a retired N11llamsburg craftswomen
‘lﬁ Luray, Virginia. The baskets are Fllled'w1th nuts or-
undrops, both of which were used decoratlvely in aarly
Christmas &elebrations. - A total of. SlX pounds oF nuts and
20 pounds of aumdropa were used. ' ' SIS oo ‘

;Enc1rcllng the tree is a 300 foot garland of prlnted cotton
patchwork fabric lined with blue moire.'- Tt was put together
by volunteer flOIlStS worxlng on the decoratlens over, the
past week. i o . ' : : : Lo

The 18 haﬁamade patchwork wreaths on the tree were made by -
Mrs. Bea Starling of the” Farm Womens’ Cooneratlve Market 1n'1“”‘
‘Bethesday Maryland SlY boxes of rlbbon candy hang on the
" “boughs. ‘ : - Co 2L Lo e

,Decoratlve llgﬂtS have been limited to tnose on. th Cnrlsumas
‘tree. They are tiny white bee lights and consume. about i, OOO
watts of power {equivalent to 10 100-watt bulbs).’ Tnev‘w111 '
be:- turnod on during regulaf Whlte House tours and for soc1al {”
;events durlng the Chrlstmas season. : v DA o

,Surroﬁnding the_tree'is”a.braided.rope of blue mOLre'w1th la ge
patchwork ribbons on each stanchion. Wreaths in the Wlndowsif
are suspended with blue moire ribbons, and bowls on conso1e‘A_ SR
takles in the room contain juniper tépped Wlth‘patChWO:» flooon.

- The Green Room .

.The main ceneecplece 15 an arrangement of sudared Irul . The

fruit is real, but tasters will soon rea’l7e the'?"ugac” is not.
P RS
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has been sub tltuued in an economv—mln d year. . .-

_adelv‘ﬂontain ole arran goﬂents,'ahduivy cascadeé IOQselylfrdmff;"
’l~—ha m:ntleolece. ' DT e e




"fThe State Dining Room

In the four corners of the room are 12- fQOt toplary pOLnsettla
trees 1n antiqued wooden boxes. Noble fir acts as a. cushlon

for the p01nsett1a plants. The p01nsett1a ‘plants were grown fimf‘~f

Alln the White House greenhouse which is run by the National -

Park Service. Needlepolnt ivy tops- the anthued wooden bOXes.ig;Lf:ji

]Red m01re bows are attached to the ‘base of the trees.r

on Lhe table, a‘loose arrangement of’ivy and’poinsettia'plants-'“‘"”"

- echoes the arrangements on mantlepleces throughout the White-
House. Vermeil bowls on the consoles 1n the room - are fllled

with Oregon holly. S R SRR )-”*Lﬁ; ;fsgf

fThe cornice around the Dlnlng Room is garlanded w1th 250 feet

of mixed greens. Vertical swags drop from the crown moldlng “fj:NJVT

“into the gold wall scones, which contain red - candles. ﬁThe
. gold chandelier 1s garlanded Wlth m1Xed greens and contalns
:60 red candles : R

Red ‘Room R o -

. Loose ivy arrangements cascadeﬂfromlthe'mantlepiece,'and holly~f R
arrangements £ill the bowls. Wreaths suspended with red moire = .~ ...

fswags.filljthe windows.,
For information on quilt, seefbackground,sheetvongguilts;‘
‘East Room i

 Like the State Dining Room, the East Room contalns four toplary -
poinsetti# trees (one in each corner).  Looseg ivy. and poinsettia

arrangements top the mantlepieces, and a wreath of mixed green:f'”"

'fvrs decorates the wall on either 51de of the entrance from
,the Grand Hall. P A . e

""The focal point of the room is. the 18th Centﬁfy ItalianﬂéreChe"l

~ (see separate release) which is flanked by tall Vlrglnla ceda:'ﬁn
trees and small junlper bushes. , o T

T

"rThe Grand Hall and Foyer

.l

The north entryway to the White House is fllled Wlth natural

greens and red berrles, with a touch of patchwork and qulltsajqjgffx“”

lFour ficus trees with red berrles and red moire bows 11ne the.tﬂ;ff"

- Grand Eoyer Gold torchiers throughout the Grand Hall are -
encirtcled with a garland of noble fir topped with anthue gold

‘metallic foil angels lined with patchwork fabrlco" Console tablesiﬁ”

are topped w1th holly arrangements in Vermell bowls..f

The'nlches tohelther side of the Blue Room are garlanded w1th
.noble fir and topped with 5-foot angels of anthued gold “

‘ls‘metallic‘foil llned w1tn patchwork fabrlcc

- A combination of mlxed greens and qullted red moire bows garland njfg*“

the bannister of +he Grand. Stalrcase Aand a gold angel looks
‘down'from'theftop of the Staircase. : w

The entryway from the Grand Hall to, both *he State Dlnlag Room fiﬁ&ffff

and the East Room contalns a sprlg of mlstletoeuQ'
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