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June 21, 1976 

NEMORANDUM TO ROGERS 	 MORT~~ .~~,. 1 
FROM 	 ROB QUARTEL ~~V~ 

RALPH STANLEYl-t'!l~ 1,lc.·)~7 
SUBJECT 	 "ELECTABILITY" 

In the last several days, Reagan has concentrated on the 
argument that he isllmo're .~lectable" than.Pres.ident ford.­
The' att"ached \."irE~ story ··tndicates. thathe:has sent m;lps. to· 
all delegates which most certainly support his arguTTl(~nt 
in a very dramatic--if misleading--manner. 

This is a problem of special concern given those act 1.ons, 
and the seeming plausibility of his argument. 

'Reagan's priIiJ.ny argument is that he has run better' 'Ian 
President in those areas of the country in which Car ... r 
be of the greatest threat to the Republican nominee. 

Tha t a:cgument is superficially correct- :"'Reagan has ',J' ,11. more 
primaries - -numerically--than the President in the SO·ith. 

The ari::.,unt=:nt is blatently fp.lse upon analysis, as HI' 
~:i;~~pe~ll~ent polling data indicate: 

1. 	President Ford runs stronger against .c;arter in 

region of the country in both the NY Tim~.~ C:ay 

and Harris Survey (May 6). 


2. 	 President Ford runs ahead. of Reagan in every drea 
the couritry, except the vJest - -desp-i te the iTly'::t tha' 
Reagan runs better in the South, Ford beats ~2agan 
44 - 39% (NY Times). 

3. 	Ford runs even with Carter in the East, and)cats 
Carter in the West. Reagan loses against Co. ,- i~er 
every region (Harris Survey). 

Several myths 	must be countered immediately: 

11YTH: 	 Reagan runs stronger t.than Ford against Carter'·; stronghcld 

in the Sapth. 


TRUTH: 	 Ford runs ahead ,of Reagan in the South. Ford ~njoys 


a geater advantage against Carter in the Sou"h 

does Reagan according to the only independent polli Ig 

information available. 


'1,.4,.>,:" 

~",...I/' 
~..~,,-Scanned from the folder "Ford Electability Memorandum" in Box 1 of the Foster Chanock Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

http:priIiJ.ny


MYTH: 	 RC2gan will dominate the West against Carter; :,d 
dom~nates the traditional Republican areas in he 
l'1idwest. 

TRUTH: 	 Almost 75% of the voting age population in the 
West lives in California, accounting for the bulk 
--well over 60ro:-.:-or--Reagan' s total vote in tlw I·Jest. 

Ford, in fact, runs a full 11% ahead of Carter in 
the 1\1est, while Reagan runs 9/0 b~li:Cnd. 

This is bolsteredby'the fact that Carter pic~s"up 
()nly, 10/0' of, the:.vote, versus 64%, for, other Def'Locrati c S.: 
candidates ;", in ·the "(-lest'.', ,. 

7~ 0". 

In the 	Midwest, Ford beats Reagan 2 to 1 (59/0 to 28':0. 

Ford's advantage here is particularly importar,t, sipce 
the Midl'lest is Carter's second st:ro~ges_~__~~~a, 

MYTH: 	 Reagan will pick up the Independent vote. 

T~UTH: 	 Reagan loses t_~ Ca~!~!."by ,18% 3.~on~_~nde..p~!2d~T~~, 
according to the NY Ti~es survey. 

Ford, on the other ll~nd, runs even wi th Carter 3.i"t1ong 
Independents--and better aL'flong the College educated 
and the business community (Reagan loses by 17/0 amorg 
businessmen--traditionally strong Republican ~ector). 

Finally, in the East, where Republicans will have to pick up 
electoral votes from states like New York and PennsyJvania, 
Ford draws even with Carter--but Reagan loses to ~~~~~~ 
almost 2 to 1. 

COl~CLUSION : 

Reagan enjoys no advantages in any area of the country against 
Carter--and noadvantages over Ford, except in his o~'n state 
of California. 

Ford, on the otber hand, doe~ better than Reagan against Carter 
in the South; ha's at least an even chance against Carter in 
the critical East; and enjoys a strong advantage over Carter 
in the West. 

Ford is not only more electable than Reag~n--he's more 
electable against the one that counts--Jimmy Carter. 
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, . NEW YORK TIMES/CBS POLL, MAY 28, 1976 
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S'l'A:';DiUGS:: FORD - REAGAN v. CARTER 

Harris, May 6, 1976 

--East: 

FOKD REAGA~ CA~TER 

Iotal: 
34% 53% 

43% 47% 

44 


28 54~1.

!I
.' 

~"Reagan 's \V'eaknes s :.n th= Eas t ; 
not Carter's stre~gth 

50 
 39 


40 
 49 

I1 i d - \.Jest : 
 41 
 48 


38 
 52 

SOi..~ th : 36 
 55 


32 
 56 

College educated: 48 
 43 


31 
 57 

Business execs: 
 51 
 42 


34 
 51 

Independents: 
 45 
 45 


34 
 52 


Q: 	 "Suppose for President next Npvember, it were bet"ltJeen Gc::rald Ford 
for the Republic,ans and Jimmy Carter for the Democrats. If you 
hAd to make up your mind right now; would you vote for Ford the 
the 	Republican or for Carter the Democrat?" 

same question asked re: Ronald Reagan and JiM~y Carter 




