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The 
The 
Th e 
Th e 

Pres ident entered the Ca b inet Ro om a t 
P r es s a rr ived at 11 : 05 a.m. 
Pres s d epar t ed at 11:07 a . m. 
Presi dent opened the me et i n g at 11:08 

11:04 a.m. 

a.m. 

The 
d ay 

Pr esident in dicated t h at we 
a nd we s h ou ld get started. 

h av e a v er y full 
He men ti o ne d t ha t 

pl a te 
th i s 

t o­
was 

Car la Hills' and Bi ll Colema n's f irst Ca binet Me e t i ng and 
h e we lco me d t b em and lo oked f orwar d to wo rk ing wit h t hem. 
He a l s o me nti on e d that this was Pete Br enna n's l ast meet ­
ing a nd he joi ne d wi th all of the Cab ine t in t h anki n g him 
fo r hi s s e rv ice. He r e s e r v ed t i me at t h e end of the Cab i n et 
Meeti ng for Secretary Brenn an to make wh a t ever c omm ents he 
d e si r ed. 

As y o u k now the Cl em ency Bo ar d wa s establishe d last Sept­
emb e r . It ha s been ex tend ed u p on two o c ca sio n s b y me prin­
c ip a l ly because of a late s u r ge in appl ications whi ch we 
ha ve ha d over the last f ew weeks. The Cle me nc y Bo ar d b as 
t he a u th ori ty to deal wit h civili an and mi l i t a ry per s o nnel, 
wh o were either p un ished in civi l ian c o u r t or b y t h e mili ­
t a ry for d raf t evas ion o r AWO L o ff en ses . In l a te Jan u ary 
t he Cleme n c y Board had o n ly 86 0 app lic a tions , t h en t h ey ma d e 
s ome publ ic a ppeara n ces and made t h e p ubli c more awar e o f the 
pro gr am an d as a re s ult, there has be en a t e rr i f ic i ncr e as e. 
I n fa ct, the r e spo nse wa s ov er Whelm ing . The Bo ard rep o r ts 
approxima tely 1 1 ,000 a pp licatio ns on hand with an ad d it i on­
a l 4 , 0 0 0 - 5,000 c ases an ti c i pated by t h e de a dli n e. I hav e 
a ske d the Boar d to c omp lete i ts wo r k by Sept ember, wh ich wil l 
mak e a on e-ye a r d e a dli ne. In or der to meet t hi s d ea dl i n e I 
hav e as k ed v a r io u s ag e n ci e s to he lp share the wo r k l oad. Sup ­
p l emen ta l s taff wi ll be needed and I am a ski n g your c oo perati on . 
J i m Ly n n h as a lr e ady writt e n to you and I ask each of yo u to r e ­
spond at this c r i t i cal period so we ca n t ak e c ar e o f this . 

I ha ve asked Nelson Ro c k e fe l le r, b e caus e of t he cont r oversy 
su r rou n di ng Rule 2 2, to expl a in t h e rulings a n d the a t mosph e r e 
i n th e Senate dur i ng t his t im e . I might add t hat Ro c ky ha ndled 
hims el f bri ll iantl y and tha t t he publicity ste mme d f r om a basic 
mi sund ers tan d ing o f the role of t h e Vice Presid e n t in t h e Se n a te 
o n Rul e 2 2. ( Note Att ache d Char t at TAB A.) 

Th e Vic e Pres i den t On January 10th I asked the Presi den t how 

Scanned from the folder "1975/03/12 Cabinet Meeting" in Box 4 of the James Connor Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



- 2 ­

h e wanted Rule 22 handled. The Pre s ident decided that as the 
p re siding offi ce r of the Senate, it wa s the Vice Preside nt's 
r es pon s i b ility an d that I should handle it as I s aw fi t . As 
you can see by t h e cha r t, there are essentially two st ra t e g ies 
re ferred to as the No rthern and S outhe rn route. Vice P r esident 
Ni x on gave the opinion that the Northern route was possible and 
du ring his tenure as Vice Pre si dent, th e r e we r e sev er a l minor 
attempts to have tha t do ne . Ho wever, in each in stance the 
Senate u ltimately went South. In 1967 Hump hrey established 
the precedent of allowing the Senate to change i ts rules by 
60% vote or majo ri ty vote, but he was over ruled by Senate vote. 
That di d est abli sh precedent. As we approac h ed thi s Se n a te year, 
t he members we re divided about equally and th is didn ' t allow the 
leadership of the S en a te to take a very str o n g position. 

Mon dale put two motio ns in one du r ing this period, which is in­
c o rr ect a nd that was d isallowed. Then Senator Allen p u t three 
motion s i n one, which was also d isallowed. Senato r Byrd and 
S e nat or Gr iffin fina lly agreed on the wording of the motion, but 
Mansfi eld objected . He objected more to the wo rd ing of the motion, 
b ut he did want a 60 -40 s p lit o n the vote. However, he wanted the 
S enate to go the So ut hern r ou te. (Note Attached Statement at 
TAB B . ) Wh en it bec ame apparent t hat the ma jo r i ty had the votes 
t h a t it needed to choose the direction in whi ch they wanted to 
mo ve , Senat or By r d made an impass i o n ed speech ab out the di s­
a sterous e ff ect of the change wh er e t here is s imple majority 
ru le. Finally, the r e wa s a vote. The vote "Tas 51 - 42. Th e 
fi rst time in Senate h i s t ory, wh ere the Senate had voted to 
change the rules b y ma jo r i ty rule. At this time the President 
h a d go n e to Florida an d I decided to crystalize the issue while 
t h e Pr e sident wa s still out of town. As we mo ve throug h these 
s eri es of steps o ut lined on the c hart, alte r n a ting between the 
No r t h ern and Souther n routes and v ari ous motions, we reached a 
po i nt were I ask ed for the clerk to c a ll the role. S enator Allen 
o b jected and raised a point of parliam en ta r y in qui r y. Th e Vi ce 
President a g ain then aske d for the role to be ca lled ; and again 
Senato r Allen raised the point of question of parliamentar y in­
quiry and ag a in I asked for the role to be calle d. 

This i s wh ere the c o ntrove r sy really became a public feud. The 
senators at that point gav e me a very bad time. But according 
to Rule 19 i n the Senate, on a p oint of parliamentary in qui ry , 
t h e Chair is allowed, at his discretion, to recognize or n ot 
recognize the Senator. At an y rate, we finally reached an agree­
me n t . Th e re wa s a t wo hour re cess du r i ng which a compromi se wa s 
wo rk ed out and the fina l a g r eeme n t was the Sout he rn route , wh i ch 
is the wa y the maj ority wa n ted to g o. Everyone wa s happy, the 
c ons ervative s, the libe r als, the Repub l i cans, and the Democ ra ts 
have all g en e r all y turned out to be fairly h a pp y about it. I 
have a rrang ed a ser i es of small dinne rs with vario u s membe r s 
t h e Senate to make certain that there a r e no hard feelin gs ~~~LO~ 
i t. Th e i mp ortant thing to un d er s tand is that it was not t h e 
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discretion of the Chair or the rulings by the Chair that were 
critical in this, bec a use as presiding officer of the Se n a te, 
I always referred the motions and the ruli ngs to the floor of 
the Senate f o r their decision. Th e important element was the 
lack of rec og nition by t he Senators t ha t the minority had erod ed 
and the ma jority had changed substantially and as a resul t , 
there was a g reater difference in Senate re spon se than had ever 
been before. 

I mi gh t add, Mr . P r e s ident , that I am gr a teful for the sup p ort 
that you gave me dur ing th i s p eri o d both p ublicly and privately. 
I appreciate it and I believe and hope that I did what you wanted. 
The n e t result of t he discussion of the Senate a n d the ruling of 
t h e Senate is now that 6 0 % rules t h e Senat e --that i s 60% of the 
Co n stitutional membership. We av o ided all preced e n t s and went 
the ro ute that most pe o ple wanted in the Senate and I believe 
that everyone i s happy. 

Th e P r e s i d e n t At this time I would like Earl Butz to tell us 
wh at has be e n happening to farm and food p rices a n d what we can 
expe ct for the rest of the year. Earl-

S e c r etary Butz We ll, Mr . President, it looks like this. The re 
h a s been a f o u r teen p er cent in cr ease in price of f ood in 1 9 7 4 over 
1 9 73. 80% of that incr ease has com e after the product ha s left 
t he fa r m. This can be acc ounted for by higher wa g es, hig h er 
transp ortation cos t s, a nd hi gh er fuel costs. Wh ile the inc reas e 
h a s sl owe d d o wn s ome, i t has n o t stopped duri ng the first Quart­
er of 19 7 5 . It appears that fo o d p r ices wi ll be up 1 1/2-2% 
over t he last Quarter of 1974. So the in crease has slo wed down 
ma rkedl y. It is interesting to note t b a t the ind e x of prices 
paid b y fa r mer s is up 12%, but the ind e x of prices received by 
fa r me rs is do wn by about 15% . There is also a decline in gra in. 
Tbe stat i s tic that you will fi nd i n teresting is t h a t 1 7% of the 
take ho me pay of the average American will go for foo d . This is 
do wn sli g htly over 1973 and also interesting to note is only 
Canada and t he United States are nations below 20 % of take home 
p a y going for food. This c a n be attributed to several things. 
On e th ird o f the meals ar e cur re ntly eaten outside of the home. 
Lo ok ing to wa rd 197 5 , we anticip a te a leveling off or decline in 
f o o d prices. Th e r e will be more bee f e a ten by Americans this 
y e ar b y about seven po u nds per capita f or th e ye ar. Ho weve r, Am e r i ­
cans will eat less pork a n d poultry per p e rs o n a nd the beef wi ll be 
re l a t i vely cheap. Fr u its and vegetables will generally be less 
expensive and o f c o urse Mr. Pre sident, you know about our peanut 
problem. We have had on e for y ea rs. The area where we will be 
shortest in everyday d iets wi ll be on g rain-fed beef. Mr. 
Pr esi d ent , you c a n exp ect a record wh eat crop. Since 70% of 
all whea t i n Ame r ica is winter gro wn , t h at crop is already in. 
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We have had a 6% inc rea se in acreage, an d 400 to 500 
milli on bu s h els of gra in above last yea r 's crop, so we 
wi ll ha ve a re c o rd c r op. We cu r r ently have 4 million acres 
in soybean cUltivation. So we hope as we look toward 1975, 
the escalation of food prices is be hi nd us. 

The Pr e s ident Are the farme rs happy, Earl? 

Se c re tary Bu tz No si r, they are n 't. 

The P r e sid e nt At t hi s time I was goi n g to ask Bill S eidman 
to g ive us an ec o n omic report, but s i nce most of wh a t he woul d 
say i s a l ready in the public record, I have a sked h im to defer. 

As you know, we ha v e several s tanding committees of the Domestic 
Council a n d th e Cab ine t and I have asked the Do mestic Coun cil 
Director, Jim Ca nnon a nd Jim Con nor, the Se c r e tary to the Cabi­
net, to r e view tho se st an ding committees a nd make recomme ndations 
as to whi ch ones should stay or go; commi t tees on Al i ens and Pri­
v a cy , I a m sure wi l l st a y ; but th er e are others perhaps th a t we 
co u l d r ev ise and c ha nge to g i v e us a better organ iz ation. 

S om e of you ma y be awa r e of the recent decision we have h a d in 
r e ga r d to the cata l y tic c o nverte r s. I th i n k tha t it is important 
t ha t we all have t hi s kno w~ e dge and understanding so I have asked 
Ru ss Train if he would give us a rund o wn on it. 

Ru ss Tra i n Th a nk yo u , Mr . President. As most o f you know, it 
was a ve ry comp lic a ted and con troversial issue. It was a decision 
that I had to ma ke by Ma rch 3rd which I did and it has cau s e d 
qui te a co n t roversy generally. As you know, a u tos using cata l y s ts 
convert polluta nt s , give low operating cost, better gas co n s u mp ­
tio n, a n d fewe r ma int e n ance problems; but they also g ive sul fur ic 
a ci d mis t whi c h of cou r se is da ng er o u s. So the de cisi on was to 
h o l d t h e l i n e and continue wi th the i nt e r i m standards or to go 
wi th t h e high er st a n dards and run the ris k of putting the su l furic 
a cid mist in th e air. Our r esear c h ind i c ated that the s ul f u r ic 
a cid was a v e r y rea l and dangerous problem. While it is n ' t a 
nati o na l problem yet, it soon could be and we really can't aff o rd 
t o pl ay th e numbers game. Throug h our research we fou n d that de­
s ul fu ri z a t io n was not a good solut io n for it would take so me two 
years o f re s ea r ch a nd testi n g to be p re p a re d to do that on a 
regul ar bas is. We al so f o u nd th a t s u lfate t rap s ar en ' t a solution 
a nd n o t s omething t ha t our technolo gy is readily able to produce. 
Th e real c on c er n that we had was if we mo ved t o the new higher 
l ev el of standard, whic h is the .9 Califo rn ia standard , we 
would a ctua l ly be d o ub l ing the alliou n t of sul fu ric acid in the 
ai r. Th e re f or e , a f ter much thought a nd a lot of advice, the 
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decision was made to stay with the 1975 i n t er im standard, 1.5% 
hydrocarbon as opposed to .9%, the Cali f o rnia standard. This 
of course caused considerable problems. Th e health services 
industry was not happy, the auto people were not happy, and the 
mayors and governors were not happy. 

Se cr e ta ry Weinber ger I might add in Russ' defense that the in­
f o rm a t i o ~ whi c h ou r health services people provided, was very 
se r ious. It wa s a signif i c ant health problem as we saw it, 
an d HEW supports Russ' position and we have put out considerable 
in f o rmation about it. However, the press has seen fit not to 
us e i t . Th e long ter m effects are unkno wn at t h is time, but it 
i s a typi c al problem i n show ing th e Congres s ional approa c h of 
ma ndato ry short term standards which have forced technology 
faster than we could really respond. 

Vice President Ro ckefell e r Mr. President, I fear that this 
coul d r eally bec ome a s e r ious political problem and perhaps 
a liabilit y next year. If the acid content is hi g h, then I 
kn ow we wi ll have e x a mples of garages cat chi ng o n f ir e and 
pe ople burnin g to death; cars c atching on fir e, gas stations 
e xploding all because of the catalytic conv er ter. If some ­
one wanted to make this a political iss ue in 1976 and b rought 
out thes e gruesome details and st ori es, they would put the 
burden on your back and they wo uld be asking wby you didn't 
tell them that this waS a problem. 

The P r e si de n t Congress should n ot establish standards with­
o u t ad e qua t e information. In late December we go t an a gr ee­
me nt from the ma nufacturers t ha t they would produce cars that 
would be 40% better in t erms o f fuel than the ones that they 
are c urr e ntly producing and that they would do this by t be 1979 
mo del . Now it seems that wh ether the int e r im s t a ndar d or the 
California standar d is used, that they are both v e r y dangerous. 

Fr a n k Za rb We are meeting with t he auto peop le to re assess the 
s t andard s . The auto people are having a problem because t h ey 
c an' t se em to believe that the Gover nment now wants to establish 
an other standard because of this new in f ormation which Russ b as 
j us t presented. I t changes the standard. We need to give t h e 
a ut o people a real firm set of standards so they can make neces­
sary capital investment to meet those standar ds. 

Secr e t a r y Colema n Manu f a c t ure rs will still try to meet the 
s tan d ar d. 

Th e Pr e s ide n t Will the y pursue r ev i sion in the arbitra r y 
s t anda r d established f iv e years ago? 

S e cretar y Co lema n Yes, Si r. The automobile industry will not 
b a c k o ff the o r i ginal commi tment t h a t wa s made. 
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Ru ss Tr a in The reaction on the Hill has b e en g en e ra lly qu i et. 
Mu ski e ga v e a v ery ambiguous stat emen t. Senato r Ran do lph said 
th a t the decis io n was thoug htful and mo st of the newsp a p e rs 
hav e be e n basically sup p ortive of the deci s i o n . 

S e cr e t a ry Co l e ma n Ch r y sler will cont i n ue to meet the s t a ndard 
an d this l ett e r , wh i ch I h a v e h e re, ind i cates that th e y a r e 
fi r ml y co mmitted t o it. 

Ru s s Tr a in Mr . Vice Pr es i d e n t , wh a t you s a y is t ru e p e r h aps to 
a ce r t a i n extent and if o n e ca r r ied it to the extreme , it could 
b e c ome a p o litical liability. Howev er , the reports ab o u t fires, 
e x p lo s i o n s, and death are very fr a gm e n ted at best. We s i mply 
do n ' t h a v e adequate inf o r mat io n at this time t o pr o ve that this 
i s true. If we do pu l l t h e catalyst off the a utomobiles at this 
t i me, we will have an i n crease o f three times i n the level o f 
p o l lutants. 

Th e Vi c e P r e si d en t I wo uld re a ll y like to see t h e Presi d e nt ta k e 
the publ i c in to h is co n fidence and include them in this in f or ­
mati o n so the y feel li k e they ar e sharin g i n t h e d ecision a n d we 
c an assi s t t h em in maki n g thei r d e t e rm i n at i o ns an d this th e refore 
wi l l not b ecome a political li a bility at a fu t ur e date. 

S ec r e t ar y Mo rton Aut o companies have a tough e r time and a tou g h­
e r co mm i tme n t to make no w. I t hi n k t h at they wi ll g o to the 
s ma ll e r c a r . They could do it t od ay if the y ha d to. The a uto 
c ompa ni e s a r e conce r ned that th i s new emi ssio n st a nd a rd wi ll 
t i lt the ma r ket place to war d for e i g n cars. It se e ms t o me t hat 
t e c hn o l o gy standards should be a g r eed upon so th e auto c ompan ies 
can move u p a nd make the necessary i nvestments. 

Secr etary Co lema n The an s wer is just not small c a r s , b ec ause that 
i s t i ed to the f a tality r a te wh ich p o ses a p r ob l e m for the Con­
gre ss. 

Sec r et ary Mort o n I a gr ee with y ou, Mr. Sec r e t a r y. P e rhap s we 
sho u l d g i v e an i nc entive t o t h e s mall c a r buy e r. Ma y be th e re is 
a wa y t o help. 

The Pr e siden t It is imp or t a nt that the Co ngr ess gets the n e ce s ­
s ar y s a f e t y info rmat i on t o ma k e the de c i s i on. Th erefore, i f it 
e x i sts in the De partment of Tr a n s p ortation, would you p l e a s e mak e 
it a v a il a ble. 

Sec r e t ary Co l eman Yes , we ha ve it and y e s we wi ll. 
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Frank Zarb I t s eems that we sh oul d mo ve to ge t the new 
stan dards e s t a b lish e d a n d then l et the auto in d u s try wri t e 
letters of c ommitme nt to t hat new standar d and ge t t hem 
committed once again. 

The Vic e Pres ident Aga i n i t s eems, Mr. Pr e s i de nt, t hat you 
should take t he p ub l i c i nt o y o u r conf iden c e on thi s and te ll 
them t he p r ob l ems wit h the sul f uri c ac id mi st a s we ll as t he 
difficul t de ci sion y ou bave had to ma ke ab out i nt e rim a u t o 
st andards. 

The Presiden t La st Oc t ober we de cided t hat an in f lat ion i m­
pa c t s tatemen t shou l d be ma d e about all new legi slat io n wh i c h 
we were p ropos i ng a n d the Congr es s was pr oposing. Mayb e we c an 
do th e same thi n g here . It s a ys so me t hing abou t my bas i c 
ph i l o s o phy of Gov ernme nt. I t hink tha t we have to i mp l emen t 
this phil o soph y and the consumer ha s a r i ght to k n ow wh a t th e 
exac t imp a c t, b oth pros an d c ons , wi l l be of de cisio ns wh i ch 
his gov e rnment is mak i ng. It is no t j u s t t h e en v iro n me nta l 
r e gul a tio n s wh i ch rai s e th is is s ue. Th e re are li terally 
thousands o f examp l es. I r ecall t he p rob lem we bad wi th th e 
truckers re gul a t ion is s u e d b y th e Depart me nt of Transp o r t a t ion 
before yo u arri v ed, Bill. I had to mak e a dec i s io n o n New 
Year 's whe n I wa s on vacat io n to l e t a regu l a t i on go f o rward 
because we wer e s o f ar dow n the r oad. To bo l d it up, would 
have i mpo s e d ec on omi c har d sh i p on the i ndust ry wh ich had ge a r­
ed up to i mp l e men t t he F edera l ru l e . As a r es ul t, we ar e i n­
c r easing t he co st of t rucks and t ra ile r s 5 - 7%; and it i s some 
very large s um l ik e t wo h undre d mi ll i on dollars. I no w under­
st and t hat t his re gulation mi g h t for c e som e companies out o f 
business . I hav e no doubt t hat many energy regu l a t i ons c rea te 
the same k i nd o f d islo c ati ons. Th e re f o re, wh e n we s ubmi t l e g i ­
s l ati o n and pr op osa l s , we mus t ma k e c ert ain t h a t w e know b o t h 
sides of t he s t ory an d wha t t he t ota l i mpa ct wi ll be so we c a n 
i n form the Congre s s a nd the p ub l i c about e ve rythi ng re lati ng t o 
that probl em . 

Secre t ary Mort o n Mr. Presi dent , I shoul d mention t hat I th ink 
t h a t e ne rgy mus t go i n to t his economic mi x at its t r ue value . 

Th e Pr e s i d e nt I h av e a ske d J i m Schles in g er t o fil l u s in on the 
Cambodian and Vi e t Nam s i tuat ions. So , J i m if y o u woul d pl ea s e. 

Secretary Schles i nger We h a v e ba s ically t wo prob l ems in South­
east As i a . Fi r st, i s th e imme d iate f undi ng an d i f we don' t ge t 
t h a t t h ere wil l b e no a mmun i ti o n a f ter Ap r il 1 5th. Th e s ec on d, 
is t h e ext remely di fficu lt milit a ry s i t u ation . The re h as b een 
r e peate d pr e d i ct ion o n the f a l l o f Cambod i a an d o ne o f t h e t h ings 
t h at we ha e learne d about our So ut heas t As i a exp e r ie n c es, i s 
n e ve r to b eli e ve p re d ic ti o n s in Sout h ea st As ia. Tb e Gove r nmen t 
c o n trol s 7 0% o f the popul a ti on ; b u t only a sma l l po r ti on of th e 
country. Comm unicati o ns h a v e been es s.en t ially cl o sed do wn. 
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Route 4 an d 5 have been closed as well as the Mekong River. We 
mu st fly i n rice , petroleum, and armnunition. Fifteen hun dred tons 
a day ar e flown in. The air field is the sole line of co m­
munic ation. The survival of the c ountry depends on that air 
f i eld st ay ing open. The r e are rockets wi thin 11,000 yards 
of the air field. The capital is encircled by some 25,000 troops 
a n d is b ei ng defen d ed by a bout 40,000 troops, so we don't be­
lieve that the Capital can be ove rrun. The funding is the most 
cr itical part of the entire issue. 

Th e Vice Presi d e n t Mr. Pr esident, I was out of town, but I 
re a d that Colby he adline t hi s morning. Could you explain that 
p lease. Is there any substance to tha t? 

Th e P r esiden t No, there isn't a n d I'll have General Scowcroft 
talk t o that point . Brent-

Genera l S co wcroft The headline didn't specifically indicate 
wh a t the c olum n was about. The column i n substance didn't re­
l a te to the headline. It was mor e a scare headli n e than a n y­
th in g else. So there was no correlatio n between the t wo. 

Secretary Sch l es ing e r In Viet Nam funds are ba dly needed as 
well. Gov er nm e n t t r oops are hold ing fairl y well. Ther e i s 
basically a stalema te in the country at t h is time with erosion 
of Go vernmen t troop control of the outer cou n tryside happening 
a t a steady rate. 

The Pre siden t At my right is Bob Ingersoll, who is substituting 
for S ecret a ry Kis sin ger, who is travelling as you know. Do you 
h a ve any co mments? 

Rober t I ng ersoll Some of the foreign embassies are moving out 
of Cambodi a, pa rticularly Ph n om Penh. Other countries have ex ­
p re ssed inte r est in assisti ng in th e n e g otiations. Much has been 
wri tt e n a bout Lon Nol, but the Uni t ed States has no interest in 
ask ing him to step down. He has be en very cooperative. He has 
sai d that he would step down if the United States asks him to do 
so. Of course, we a r e getting no help i n the Cong re ss. The votes 
whi ch we have see n have been very difficult for us to a c cept. 
The Ha milton compromise whi c h passed 5-2 is a 135 million dollar 
ai d pa ckage, 82 mil lion dollars of which would be mili ta ry aid, 
t he bala nc e of whic h would be ec o nomic aid . It does have a 
June 30th d e a dli ne beyon d which no aid would be given for South­
east Asi a. The re app e ar s to be general economic chaos, within the 
count ry . The refugees a r e rolli ng into the c apital city at the 
rate of several thousand per year. Even though ther e is economic 
chao s, their internal pol i t ic al situation is amazin g ly stable . 
The r e were some riots awhile ago, they were food r iots; but eve r y­
th ing appears to be all right no w and is fairly stable. Aga in, Lon 
No l is no ba r r i e r to negotiations; he h as been helpful. 

The Pr esi de n t Since I became President, we have made six ef forts 
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in g to continue to try hard. The opposition thinks that by 
being persistent and staying with it, that th e y can win. 
As long as they think t h a t they can win, negot i ations will 
be extremely hard to get. The aid will allow for a mi li­
tary stalemate a nd at tha t po i n t we will have an opp or tunity 
to negotiate. 

Secr e tary S c hlesi n g e r If Phnom Penh f a lls, it will be the 
fir s t ma j or c i ty to fall since 1945. 

The Pre si dent The Congressional group that went to Sout h-
e a s t As ia were j us t in he r e recently a n d we sat around this 
v e r y table and talked ov e r what they had seen. I think that 
they c a me a wa y f rom So ut h Viet Nam general l y s ympathet i c. 

kn ow that McCloskey ha s given s om e real good testimo n y 
up o n the Hill whi ch h a s helped and even Abzug was visi b ly 
shaken on the huma n i t arian s i de for wha t she had seen. 
Congre s s woma n Fenwic k who campaig n ed on the fact tha t there 
would be no aid to South Viet Nam and that we would pullout 
completely and total ly , g a ve a n impassioned pl e a for help. She 
wa s sitti ng i n the very seat that you are sitting in n o w, 
Rogers, a nd she wa s afra id of t h e liquidation of people that 
woul d t a ke place if t h e Co mmun ist wo ul d take over and of course 
all o f you k n ow my strong fee l ing. We must help them until the 
r a i n y seas on hit s. If we can do that, the opportunity for 
n e g o tiati n g a settleme nt is there. 

Gen e r a l S c o wc r o f t What you say is t r u e, Mr. Preside nt. In the 
v i llages tha t t h ey have ove r run, they have be en slaughtering 
those people who have acted a s leaders, the government people, 
sch o o l te a c h ers, priests, and it has been a disastero u s ef fe c t. 

The Pre sid e n t Well, that about takes care of the substantive 
p o r t i on of o ur me e ting and I do want to give Pete Brenn an the 
opp o r tunit y of saying a few wor ds to us. Pete, I want you to 
k no w how mu ch we appreciate what you have done while you have 
b e e n h ere. The Department h a s responded and I think that you 
d es e r ve particula r r e c og ni tion f or t he outstandi ng work you 
di d in t h e develo pmen t o f two histori c pieces of leg islatio n i n 
Comp r e h ensive Educat i on and Trai n ing Act (CETA) and the Pension 
Ref orm Ac t. Th e y wi ll both set a standard for year s to come. 
Furt h ermo r e, I want y o u t o kn o w about a quality which I have 
always admi r ed in Pete, and that is that he is a straight talker. 
Yo u may not always agr e e with him, but you always know where Pete 
Brenn an stands a n d I bel i eve that to be a v e r y import a nt matter. 
So, Pet e t h e time is yours. 

S e cr e t ar y Br e nna n Th ank you , Mr. President. I do want you to 
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k now ho w much I have en joyed wor k ing with you, it has been chal­
l en g ing , exciting, and I believe productive. I will be retu r n­
i ng to a larg e constituency, and I might add, it helped make Nel­
son Ro c kefeller what he is today. We believe that the time we 
h av e been here we hav e helped minorities, the handicapped, wome n ; 
we h a ve helped a gr eat many people and we hope that it h a s been 
g ood and we hope th a t our stewardshi p has been g ood. I believe 
t h at Jo hn Dunlop is a very good man and I think that he will do 
a very good job. In keepi n g with the Biblical reference, I have 
written down the accounting of my stewards hi p and the things 
t ha t John will have an opportunity to work on in the future. So, 
Mr. Pr esi d e n t, in leaving I give you this accounting of my steward­
s hi p. Thank you very much. 

The Pre s ident Thank you, Pete, and we will be seeing all o f you 
s oon. Tha n k yo u. 
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