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flight that would launch 
Operation Babylift. Now, 30 
years later, they are returning 
to their place of birth. 
By Babbie De Derian 
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The superior benefits of MOAA 
MEDIPLUS TRICARE Standard 

Supplements consistently earn 
this stellar program the ranking 
of MOAA's most popular 
membership benefit. 

And now, you get more out of 
MEDIPLUS with the newest benefit 
enhancement - Avesis Vision Care 
Program. Receive benefits for eye 
exams and discounts on eyeglass 
lenses, frames and contact lenses. 

You Can't Be Turned Down 
First, MEDIPLUS shines above 
other plans on the market because 
you are guaranteed acceptance no 
matter what your health. As long 
as you're an MOAA member, you 
and your family automatically 
qualify for MEDIPLUS. (Any 
current health conditions will be 
covered after just six months. 
Of course, any new injuries or 
illnesses are covered right away.) 

MEDIPLUS Pays More Of 
Your Medical Bills 

As you'd expect, MEDIPLUS takes 

care of your TRICARE copayments 
after you meet your TRICARE 
deductible and plan deductible. 
Then MOAA's MEDIPLUS goes 
the extra mile by paying 100% of 
the difference between your eligible 
medical bills and the amount 
TRICARE Standard allows. 

And MEDIPLUS even lli!Yli 
benefits if your eligible medical 
bills are above "reasonable and 
customary" limits. If your doctor 
charges you more than TRICARE 
has approved, it's no problem. 
MEDIPLUS takes care of the 
excess charges for you. 

This protection for excess 
charges is especially valuable, since 
excess charges can't be applied to 
TRICARE's catastrophic cap. 

MEDIPLUS Is Easy On 
Your Wallet 

Although MEDIPLUS stands above 
the crowd with comprehensive 
benefits, MOAA's budget-conscious 
group rates make this program a 

bargain for your budget. In fact, 
pairing MEDIPLUS wi th 
TRICARE is often less expensive 
than covering your family under 
an employer-sponsored health plan! 

Take A Free Look At 
MEDI PLUS Today 

See for yourself why nearly 
100,000 MOAA members and 
their families rely on MEDIPLUS 
TRICARE Supplements. 
Request your free, no-obligation 
MEDIPLUS Packet today.* 
ftp.strategicamerica.com 

Call TOLL FREE 
1-800-24 2 

Request number 022994-1-1-1 
(Hearing-impaired or voice-impaired members 
may call the Relay Line at 1-800-855-2881.) 

Or, visit www.moaainsurance.com 

THE 
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. Underwritten by: 
Hartford Life and Accident Insurance Company 

Hartford, Connecticut 06 l 04-2999 

Coverage may not be issued in some states. Policy form n 
*Information includes costs, exclusions, limitdti 
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Cover ory: True Grit 
He helped plan and lead the invasion of Baghdad. Now, Marine 
Corps Commandant Gen. Michael W. Hagee leads a generation 
of Marines with renewed vision. By Tom Ph p tt 

Return Flight 
In the final days of the Vietnam War, Operation Babylift saved 
nearly 4,000 Vietnamese children. Thirty years later, 21 of 
those orphans take a return flight. By Babbie Der· 

Two Decades Strong 
The Military Coalition marks its 20th anniversary with a long 
list of accomplishments. By Kr s A Hegl 

Accountable to t he Code 
Should the Geneva Conventions apply to detainees captured in 
the global war on terrorism? Read two different viewpoints on 
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Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans' association 
dedicated to maintaining a strong national 
defense and to preserving the earned en-
titlements of members of the uniformed 
services and their families and survivors. 
Membership is open to those who hold or 
have ever held a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, 
Air Force, Coast Guard, Public Health Service, 
or NOAA and their surviving spouses. 

On the cover: "The individual Marine 
is our most important weapon system;' says 
Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Michael W. 
Hagee in this month's feature interview. 
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The USO supports our troops. 
Army's big race has MOAA out in force. 
MOAA honors military leaders. 

Still holding ... Defense bill delays hurt 
1 troops, readiness. 
I Rob the Defense budget to pay for Ka-

trina? Some House leaders want to. 

1 As the year ends, charities are in great need. 
Here's how to safeguard your donations. 

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease is 
the fourth leading cause of death, and the 

I 
biggest risk factor is smoking. i 2 M IL ITARY OFFICER DECEMBER 2005 
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a little girl's perfect gift is a phone call. 

79 

96 

From the Edit 'Tis the Season 8 
President's P It's Unforgivable 10 
Your Views 12 
M0AA Director 16 
Chapter Activiti Year in Review 42 
M0AA Scholars 70 
Information Exchange 80 
Advertising Index 83 
Member Books 86 
M0AA Member Services 91 
M0AA Calendar 92 
Sounding Taps 9 

PHOTO, SEA N SHANAHA N 

E[X]]PANSIO N 

E~P EC TAT ION 
More than you expect-

but exactly what 
you deserve . 

E(8]T R A O R D I N A R Y 
Enjoy the same benefits 

home ownership provides. 

E~C E PT ION AL 
Continue to live the way you 

want, without worry. 

Atlantic Shores retirement com-
munity is expanding. Now is your 
opportunity to choose a beautiful, 
brand new villa or apartment home. 
You're sure to love our tranquil, 
neighborhood setting. 

We're the only retirement 
community in the area that offers 

delicious dining and flexible health 
care program, you still experience the 
financial advantages of home owner-
ship. With local property values 
soaring, this can be as rewarding as 
it is unique. 

Find out how you can own your 
future and keep your independence at 

equity ownership. This 
means that while you 
enjoy our first-rate 
services and amenities, ATLANTIC 

SHORES 

Atlantic Shores. Call us 
today at (757) 426-0000 
to choose your favorite 
floor plan and view. 

1398 Gibraltar Court• Virginia Beach, VA 23454 • (757) 426-0000 • (800) 821-2774 
www.AtlanticShores.com 

05090029 

CALL TODAY TO INQUIRE ABOUT OUR EXPANSION! 
This 1s not an offer where reg1strat1on 1s required pnor to any offer being made. Not available for offer to residents of NJ. NY, DE, CA. TX 

or any other 1unsd1ct1on where pnor reg1strat1on 1s required. 

AtlJntic Shores is being developed by Virg1111J BeJch Development Co., LLC. 



Have you or a member of your family been 
the victim of VA Military Malpractice? 

Have Cancer, Heart Conditions, or Stroke gone Undiagnosed? 
Have there been other medical errors or Surgical Complications? 

If so, you may be entitled to compensation. 
Our experienced malpractice attorneys are prepared 
to aggressively pursue a fair recovery on your behalf. 

Veterans Serving Veterans and Military Families: 
Brewster S. Rawls Former Army Field Artillery Officer 
Edward J. McNelis Ill Experienced Military Lawyer 
Joseph P. Callahan Retired Navy Lawyer 

Rawls & McNelis Attorneys At Law 
National Practice 

REPRESENTING 
VETERANS 

AND THEIR FAMILIES 

877·VET-4·VET 

Call Toll Free 1-877·VET-4VET (1-877-838-4838) www.vet4vet.net 
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PRESENTING THE BOSE• 

Acclaimed 
Bose® sound. 

Now available 
with an optional 
Multi-CD 
Change~ --

when we introduced the Bose® Wave® 
system, Forbes FYI said: "Turn it up, close 
your eyes and you'll think you're 
listening to a ... system that 
costs five times more." The 
premium sound sets a new standard for 
what you can expect from an all-in-one system 
that fits on a shelf or countertop. And now, our 
new Multi-CD Changer lets you enjoy your Stephen William, Ntw,day 

music for hours on end. 
Simply slide one CD or MP3 CD into the 

system's front slot and three more into the 
changer on the bottom. They work as one. 
And with a total height of just 61/2 inches, this 
highly reviewed music system can deliver 
sound anywhere you want - living room, 

Wayne Thompson, Oregonian 

You have 30 days to listen, 
risk free. Use our Excitement Guarantee 
to experience the Wave® 
music system and its optional 
Multi-CD Changer in your 
own home risk free for 30 
days. When you call, ask 
about making 12 easy 
payments, with no interest 
charges from Bose.* If 

Rich Warren, News-6_,,,,, 
kitchen, bedroom or office. 

Press play. And enjoy. The Multi-CD 
Changer was designed exc lusively for the 
Wave® music system, and the system's credit 
card-style remote conveniently operates every 
feature. And the sound? Just compare it to 

Dick DeBartolo, the Gillllo Gay 

larger, more expensive stereos. You may find that although much 
smaller, the Wave® music system sounds more realistic. 

" ... an extraordinary performer." That's what Jonathan 
Takiff of the Philadelphia Daily News says of the Wave® music system. 
The low notes are even deeper than those of the original 
award-winning Wave® radio/CD, giving instruments a more natural 
presence. Your music is clearer and better defined. It also has an 
FM/ AM digital tuner, clock, alarm and many other useful features. 

The Wave"' music system 
shown in Graphite Gray. 

After using the system, David 
Novak, the Gadget Guy, con-
cluded "It can easily replace 
whatever component system 
you currently have." 

you' re not completely satisfied, you may 
return your purchase for a full refund. But we 
think you'll be delighted with what you hear. 

And with the optional Multi-CD Changer, you can enjoy it even more. 

To order or learn more, call today 

1-800-611-1718, ext. TG707 
Discover all our innovative products at 
www.bose.com/tg707 

BOSE ® 
Better sound through research@ 

"8-0se payment plan available on ordeffi of $349-$1500 paid by major credit card. Down payment is 1/11 the 
prcxluct price plus tax. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments with 0% APR and no interest 
charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. limit one active 
financing program per customer. ©2005 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wave• music system's 
distinctive design is a!so a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and free express 
shipping otter not to be combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without 
notice. Risk free refers to 30-day trial ooly and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. 
Quotes are reprinted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYI, Winter/04: Dick DeBartolo, GizWizBiz.com, 8/13/04. 




