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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 
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well as the power of Mr. Clean. 
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PEOPLE'S Vietnam team (in Hanoi last fall) included: (back row, from left) Taro Ya-
masaki, Mike Haederle, Les Stone, Joanne Fowler, Bonnie Johnson, Joe Treen, 
Patrick Rogers, Barry Lewis; (front, from left) Roger LeMoyne, Don Sider, Julie Dam, 
Debbie Bondulic, Linda Kramer, Ron Arias, Tran Thi Hoa (not shown: Leong Ka Tai). 

The Vietnam War ended 25 
years ago with the fall of 
Saigon on April 30, 1975. 
Yet even today the word 

"Vietnam" packs emotional reso-
nance, both for Americans old 
enough to remember or to have 
been touched personally by the war 
and those who know it only from 
TV, movies and books. 

Five years ago, PEOPLE published 
a major story tracking eight children 
who had been airlifted out of Viet-
nam during the final days of the war. 
All had started new lives in Amer-
ica with the help of charitable agen-
cies here. After that story ran, we 
began searching for an opportunity 
to take another look at Vietnam. 
The 25th anniversary of the war's 
end seemed an appropriate time. 

For many Americans, Vietnam 
stirs up powerful images; often, 
those images have been frozen in 
time. The goal of this issue is to look 
at what has-and has not-changed 
in a country that only a generation 
ago was at the center of politics, 
protests, dinner table debates and 
the nightly news. We present a can-
did portrait of Vietnam and its peo-

pie and look at several Americans 
who have dedicated their lives to 
helping rebuild a land where U.S. 
soldiers fought for nearly a decade. 

After months of planning by as-
sistant managing editor Bonnie 
Johnson and executive editor Joe 
Treen, who codirected this issue, we 
sent a team of eight reporters and 
seven photographers to Vietnam last 
fall to begin work. We took 36,000 
photos under the direction of asso-
ciate picture editor Debbie Bondulic 
and conducted 450 interviews. 
"Our mental images were of war 
and destruction, so we were sur-
prised to find such energy and op-
timism," says Treen. 

We housed our temporary 
PEOPLE bureau in a modern office-
apartment building, once the site of 
the infamous "Hanoi Hilton" 
where American POWs were held. 
One of them, Sen. John McCain, 
writes exclusively for PEOPLE on his 
moving reconciliation with Vietnam 
(page 116). Another journalistic 
coup was a rare private interview 
with Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap (page 
58), the commander of North Viet-
namese forces during the war. You'll 
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read the touching story of an Iowa 
family who adopted a son from 
Vietnam (page 84) and meet PEOPLE 
senior writer Julie Dam, 28, who 
left Vietnam with her family in 1975 
and writes about her first, emotion-
charged trip back (page 105). 

As it does with all foreign jour-
nalists, the country's Communist 
government required us to work 
with official translators and helped 
set up interviews with its citizens. 
Otherwise we were on our own. 
What we found was a warm recep-
tion among Vietnam's 77 million 
people, more than half of whom 
were born after the war. Says assis-
tant managing editor Johnson: "I 
hope our readers are as surprised, 
moved and intrigued as we were." 

Managing Editor 

issue. 
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Priests gather at Tay Ninh's Cao 
Dai temple, a tourist mecca. 
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25 YEARS LATER 
48 Introduction Relegating centuries 
of war to history, Vietnam finds itself at 
the dawn of a bustling new era 

52 Heroes It's hard, emotionally drain-
ing work as U.S.-Vietnamese teams search 
for Americans still missing after the war 

58 Out of the Past Gen. Vo Nguyen 
Giap, 88, commands respect as his 
country's most famous military leader 

61 Screen Three Seasons star Don 
Duong makes a career transition to 
movies American-style 

63 Song For singer Phuong Thao, 
reaching the top of the Vietnamese charts 
was easy compared with growing up as 
the daughter of a U.S. serviceman 

66 Style Designer Minh Hanh brings 
the ao dai, Vietnam's traditional costume, 
back into fashion 

73 Crusaders After losing her brother 
in the Vietnam War, Jerilyn Brusseau finds 
peace turning minefields into parklands 

79 To the Top With a TV role and an 
eye toward Hollywood, runway star My 
Uyen discovers success is a full-time job 

81 Medics Ex-army surgeon Le Cao 
Dai makes the case against Agent Orange, 
which continues to plague his country 

84 Family Joining an increasing number 
of Americans, Judy and Mike Donovan 
of Cascade, Iowa, adopt a Vietnamese or-
phan now named Sam 

90 Then & Now A look at some of the 
most memorable photographs of the 
war-and at what happened afterward 

99 Controversy Dissident novelist 
Duong Thu Huong makes it her mission 
to criticize the powers that be 

100 Scene From the mountain town of 
Sa Pa to the soft sands of China Beach, 
Vietnam's lure mixes startling beauty with 
echoes of the past 

105 Kin PEOPLE senior writer Julie Dam 
returns to the country she left in 1975 to 
trace her roots and revive faded memories 

113 Angels Vietnam vet Chuck Searcy 
came back to the scene of his wartime ser-
vice-this time to help disabled children 
get on their feet 

116 Voices In an exclusive article, 
Sen. John McCain describes finally coming 
to grips with his experience as a POW 

3 Inside People 
6 Mailbag 
8 Star Tracks 

16 Scoop 
20 Passages 
23 Online 
27 Picks & Pans 
44 Puzzler 
47 Insider 

120 Chatter 
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Cover photographs by (clockwise from top left): Roger LeMoyne; Barry Lewis/Network/Saba (2); Leong Ka Tai. Upper right inset by Chris Usher 
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The future: Girls 
wearing traditional 

ao dai school uni-
forms negotiate the 
bustling streets of 

Ho Chi Minh City. 
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