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. Former army officers being ·' re-equcated.' five million 
< _ disped cit}' d\yellers moving b~ck to_ th~ _fa~m~·~, .' ,-·· . trut·.:. 

I / ne · · mmur:ust · rulers soft-pedaling the revolutton as tney 
seek ·to returi::1 to native ways. .•• 

' • I > • • J ,, , •• 

SAIGON. One year'-after-the fafl of tbe Thieu, 
f'e&irne, Saigon is -•WI ·a city in ··transition. half . -
of it living in the ·~t.- the other half in a 
futtO 1)111111,}und~. 1be ~n ba_t's are 

' still mostly open, and in their empty dimness _ 
the bar girls still seem to be waiting for the 
rPtum of their fnrmer patrons. The cafe~. pat1erned 

another published by an . opposition fi&Qre .under .. 
the old ~; a Chinese-language ~Uy serviDI · J 

the·cmnese ethnic community,. !'oil •-1\~~ 
Ho weekly.. • · 

. The thieves' ma~ is stilr thriying, with--.traniis-
,toc radios, 'IV: sets, , st~reo ,-equi~ent, America11 

"._and other "preliberatlon'' import -~ -
on sale at exorbitant pajces. Cars and motorcycles 
have gone down in price, as a result of p80line 
rationing; bicycles have gone up. At the central 

d ,.. · t , f or .. t ,. I ,., . .,. 
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Former army offi,cers being ·' re-educated.' · five million . . ' . , dis~Qed city dwellers moving back to. the farms·-· .-·, .• . . the·:-
/ -.j • t ~. . , •• . 

;,., new · erimmunist · rulers soft-pedaling the revolution ·as they_: 

; ' 

, see·k to return to .native ways. .- ,_ 
t,;, •• • • ' r ,i ,: ., k" 

' another published by an . opposltion fiaure ·.uri4er · 
. the old ~; a Chinese-l~uage dA!ily 8!ll'Yina 

the'Chinae ethnic commwtity, • -~\CathO-
' li,;weekly.. , · 

SAIGON, One year -after 1he faff of ttie Thieu The thieves' mar~ is stilfthriying, wi~transis,. 
J'e&ime, Saigon · is .still ·a city in ·transition, half ,tor radios, 1V. sets; st~reo 'eqll;ip~ent. America11 
of it living in the ~t. the other half in a n!C9Nls _and other "preliberatlon" import -1.temt -

. future J)lll'tll' undefined., The downtown bars are on sale at exorbitant prices. Cars and motorcycles ' · 
.,,._-: still lllNtly , ope~. and -in their ~~.ty dimness, h:ave gone down .,in price, as a result of p90line ,. ' 

. the. bar allrl:' still aeena . to be wa1tirlg for the 
1 

rationing; bicycles have gone up. At the central 
,,. retum of former pa~. The cares, patterned . market, there is no shortage ot goods. or buyen. 
· their ~• namesa~. are full. ~n youths The whole city , seems to be on a buying spree. 

7 · bl ~ - shirts, long_ hair and Je8llS throng . Indeed, · were it ' pot ' for the absence of sandbags 
;,. · f' around~ J.uke boxel. with •tbell' ~ss blare · and barbed wire,· and tor the occasional portrait of 

' of hard rock. Most of the ~b nestaurants are Ho , Cfli Minh, it would appear to the casual , 
, still. in·~ (t~ough their French owners have . _ ob9ctrver that nothing had changed. T&e•' -traffic 

left), and 5Jti8on still offer~ the ~t cheese souffl~ ,is as chaotic as ever; an occa!iional chjld still . 
, and mpes ~bees in Asia. , _ begs on tu 'Do Street; the Engli!ih signs outside 

The, old bookshops ' have , closed. · but, thanks the bars and tailor shops remain untouched . 
. to, the. initiati~e of some, ~nterprislng m~rc;hants, ' ,h,s mflange of , old and new is -. the, ~ult ._ 
, literature all bllltes may be found spread of deliberate choice. "All problems are impprtant,•• 

peatty-on the sidewaUm-back copies of Playboy :explained of the new leaden of South y)etnam. • 
next to U.S'. News Ir World , Report, "The Gulag · ''but. some are immediate and others can wait." .• 
Archipelago", next to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, ; The" Vietnamese Co~muriists made a distinction .-
and a fag- • simpling .of practically every book · between "tihe essential and · the nonessential"' after • 
on Viel"1!lm.. ip Engl•, or_ French; published over -.comjng fl> power in• the South, ·,and, sin(:e April . 
the past 30 years. The new J;,ookshops that have 3.(), ·1975, Saigon has been undergomg a step-by-s~ · 
been opeMCI by · the Provisio~I Revolutionary p~S$ in which t~e revolution, has he!n soft- ·· ' 
,Government <P~R.G.) displa:r. , the · wri!ings , of H,o pedaled. · ' . • · . 
Chi Minh.: Marx, Engels · and 4fflin, as well as In the first few weeks after: the eqtry of Commu--

· traditional Vtetnamese literature aJld Saigon's, new - nist forces, Saigon lived in a state that sometimes.r -
,• crop of newspapers . . These inc;lude· a paper pub- · bordei:ed on chaos. North Vietnamese soldiers ~t 

lished by: the . Saig0'1. J_tevoluf.R)pary Committee; up billets; · P.R.G. cad~s -were , in· ·th~. ~ , 
, ... r • of identifying each other; Northern off1ciats sent· 

Max Austerlitz is a longtime observer of Asian af- , 
+: .. I fair .. who r~ntly ~pent seve~onths in Vi~tnam. 

32 

. hastily from Hanoi were ·getting · oriented, and 
the "304" was the scourge of, the town. This--de~ _ 
riving from t~e numerals 30/4, fQr April_ 30--was c. Th~ Saison thieves' market is still iA . I.Jusineu: l -

1 
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being "re-educated" c,f a camp in QuanR TrunR. Top left, a Saigon street scene. These pictures were taken recently by the French photo,:rapher Marc Riboucf. 

A Nor&h Vietnamese soldier goes home. 

the name the Saigonese had given to the "instant 
Communists" who emerged after the change of 
·regime. They included a good number of petty 
crooks, whose ·favorite trick was to don black 
pajamas and go from ~ouse t.o hou~ 
radios and TV sets in the name of · "Socialist 
n;iorality." For a while it was not easy ft>r the 
population to tell the real cadres from the impos-
tors. A._ few we{l-publlcized executions ·ot .)ooters 
soon appeared to bring the problem under con-
trol. Another _problem was the· vast amount of 
guns, hand grenades and other weapons that flood-
~d Saigon and other cities as the Saigon army 
disintegrated before the Communist adva_nce. The 
authorities appear tQ fiave avertecf the potffltiat-
danger to security by a collection drive in which 
weapons were turned in with no quesaons asked. 

Next came the registration of all former Govern-
ment officials and milttary - personnel, most of 
whom had rel!Urned to their homes in the cities 
and villages, although a . han<lful had taken to 

the jungle, where they resorted to minor banditry. 
Many of · them ·hesitated to compiy at first; t:J\ose 
who did were given identity cards and advised 
not to change their domiciles. All but about 200,000 
of the estimated I .5 rmlliorr persons affected were 
registered by June, and the "re-education" proc;ess 
began. · · , 

For privates- and most noncoms, this consisted 
of three- days of lectures. For former officers, · 
it entailed much' more. Some 70,000 of them· 
were sent to camps in the countryside, for a 
lengthy course of lectures ana discussion meetings. 
In Saigon, the rumor was that the ~fficers in 
the re-education camps would have their eyes 
gougect-oui or would be made to dhn,t-bedbeti. ·· 
(When the North Vietnamese were in the outskirts 
of Saigon, the rumor was that they would dhop 
off the~ fingers of all women with long- nails. 
Twelve hours later, there wasn't a damsel with 
long· nails left in the city. Since then, the nails 
have grown back to their fonner eiegance.) The 
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-.. A 5aieon family arrive~ their new village home in Lai k e, --40 mil~s to the north. They are amoR,ll the 1.5 milfion displaced persons to be moved out of Sail{on. 

rumors of bodily' harin in store for the officers 
have been squelched, but the re-education process 
has taken longer than had been generally expected. 
A few officers have ret\Q'ned, b!,lt the. majority 
are still in the camps. 

-1· n 195-f, Saigon's population stood at 500,000. 
By 1974, it had increased to more than three 
million. and the city- had become unman-
ageable. On April 30, 1975, the economy of' 

1111th Vietn11 m rollapsed-and with it the legal 

ing large urban center~. Cadres had to be rµshed 
in from the North. Some of them were Southerners, 
former Vietminh members who had moved North 
after the 1954 Geneva Agreements and who now 
rediscovered a Saigon they hardly : recognized. 

"I arrived in Saigon two days after liberation,'' 
said one of them, "and the .first tning I did 
was tQ go and visit members of my family whom 
I had not seen for 20 years. I found them aH, · 
18 of t-hem, in the house of an uncle of mine, 
clustered in one room and shaking with' fright. 
I a<;kl'd them what w:1<; wro1,g . 'Wl' know lhe 

• 
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--. A Saigon family' arrive at their new village home in Lai Ke,--40 mil~ 'to the north. They are amof11l thR 1.5 million di•placed persons to be moved out of Sal,ron. 

rumors of bodily' harin in store for the officers 
have been squelched, but the re-education process 
has taken longer than had been generally expected. 
A few officers have returned, but the majority 
are niH in the camps. 

I. n 195-4, Saigon's population stood at 500,000. 
By 1974, it had increased to more than three 
million, and the city- had become unman-
ageable. an· April 30, 1975, the economy of_ 

South Vietnam collapsed-and with it the legal 
system, the public-order apparatus, the schools 
and the. postal services. All that was left WilS the 
cruel heritage of 30 years of war. 

To govern the country, the Communists set up 
Military Management Committees in all the prov-
inces, and · a separate one for the Saigon area, In 
the provinces, control was

1 
turned over to civilians 

after a few months; Saigon, however, was a fester-
ing sore. Its swollen refugee population; the long 
years of unnatural dependence on imported raw 
materials; the warped market economy in which 
hoarding and the creation of artificial shortages by 
some businessmen had been the rule; the tens of 
thousands of orphans, cripples and prostitutes-
all this niade for a . situation that was to tax the 
new -authorities to the utmost. The_ Saigon Military 
Management Committee--actually, seven of its 11 
members were civiliall9--l'emained in place as a 
precaution against potential disturbances and as a 
~•ndle for the superlative administrative system of 
the North Vietnamese Army. 

The intervention of the N.V.A- in the city govern-
ment seems to have been dictated by necessity. 
The Southern-based P.R.G. \fas well-entrenched 
in the counlJryside, but it had only a skeleton 
organization in Saigon and no experience in manag-

A former general tends a vegetable 1patch at a 
"re-education" camp near Saigon. 

ing large urban center~. Cadres had to be rushed 
in from the North. Some of them were Southerners, 
former Vietminh members who had moved North 
after the 195-4 Geneva Agreements and who now 
rediscovered a Saigon they hardly : recognized. 

"I arrived in Saigon two days after liberation," 
satd one of them, "and the first thing I did 
was to go and visit member!; of my family whom 
I had not seen for 20 years. I found them all, · 
18 of tMm, in the house of an uncle of mine, 
clustered in one room and shaking with fright. 
I . asked them what was wrong. 'We know the 
Communists ·are going to kill us,' they said, 'so 
we all came here so we would .die together.' 
I told dlem to stop being foolish and to go 
back to their homes." 

"For 1-0 days," the official added, "they were in 
a state of bliss. Today, all they do is complain. 
Not enough gas, the shops are running out of. 
soda water, they nQ longer get the latest French 
fashion magazines ... . " 

The Slrigon city government is now staffed 
by a mixture of P.R.G. cadres, Southern "returnee<;" 
from the North, Northerners of the Hanoi mold, 
and a sprinkling of former Saigon technical person-
nel trained in' American methods. The combination 
has worked surprisingly well. At the Saigon airport, 
for instance, die former ground personnel and 
meteorological staff are back at work under the 
direction of North Vietnamese supervisors, and the 
lumffering C-130's, on which the Saigon emblem 
has been replaced by the North Vietnamese star, 
are given their landing instructions by the same 
American-trained air-traffic controllers who op-
erated the control tower during the days of Presi-
dent Thieu. · 
. A good way to understand how the Saigon 

city government goes about (Contin~ on Page 98) 
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Continued trem Page 34 -

:its _ task i; by studying the 
-organization of one of the 11 

~- districts into which _the greater 
- ·saigon area has been divided. 

-The Son My Tay district lies 
in tiie outskirts of Saigon. It 

- has a score of industrial 
_plants, including four cotton 

~- mills, a sugar refinery, a pro: 
duc~r of native ·drugs and an 
-ice-making factory, and some 
small-mostly famify-run-
i>od stores, carpenter shops, 

repair shops and the like. 
· . There were at most 100,000 

inhabitants io · Son My. Tay 
in 1965; by the late 60's the 
number reached 200,000. · 

Son My Tay is adminis-
. tereci by its own Revolution-

- ary Committee, under the 
_guidance of the overall city 

management group. The com-
mittee oversees the work of 
nine departments, in such 
·areas as the economy, ·educa-

. tion, information and culture, 
public security, health and 
welfare and other concerns. 
_ Apart from fhat, the 'district 
is divided into subdistricts of 
10,000 to 20,00Q people, 
which are subdivided into 
sectors of up to 5,000 
pie, which are fw:ther subdi-
vided into "solidarity units" 
of about 20 families apjece. 
Overlapping these subdivi-
sions are any number of as-

,.... sociations of teachers, intel-
, lectuals, shopkeepers, young 
people, women, workers, re-
ligious groups and so on. 
Within this system, the indi-
vidu·al becomes part of a web 
_of mutual responsibilities. For 
instance, at the simplest level, 
sanitation iJi Saigon's back 
streets is now the responsi-

. bility of . the .. solidarity 
uriits," operating through the 
local workers'' young people's... 
and women's associations. 

The chief problems in Son 
My Tay were economic. The 
unemployment / rate in the 
mootlls · after .. liberation" 
reached 70- percent-a reflec-
tion of a situation on the 
national level in which more 
than' three million people, in-
cluding about one million 
military, became jobless over-
night a year ago. Economic 
recovery in Son My Tay bas 
been facilitated . by the ab-
sence or large industries de-
pendent- onimported-nt~ 
teriaJs; Except. for one~ 
an the industries' in the dis-
trict were ~rivateJ:v owned 
under the former rei~me, and 
still are. "Our policy:' said_ 

of the · Son My Tay Revolu-
-tionary S:ommittee, "consists, 
first, of normalizi_ng life with-
-in our district, and, sec9nd, 
of assisting those .who were 
displaced by the war and had 
to move .to the city to re-· 
turn to their homes in the 
countryside." · 

"Return to t;he countryside" 
-everything in the new lead-
·ers' plans hinges on that. Be- • 

_ tween 1965 and 1975, approxi-
mately IO million South Viet- ,j 
namese--more than half the f 

population of the eountry:-
were displaced from their vil-
lage homes. The rural popula-
tion decreased from 85 per-
cent of the total to 47 percent . 
While some of the villagers 
moved from one . rural area 
to another, · the major dis-
placement was from the coun-· 
trysicie to the cities. More . 
than five million of the ref-
ugees are _today crowded in 

· the . cities-Saigon, Danang, ,. 
Nha Trang, Hue, My Tho, vung Tau-wber.e they are , 
partly or totally out of work. 
The new Government is faced 
with the problem of not hav-
ing enough farmers to till the 
land, and too many urban . i 
residents who are out of work 
or who have skills of little 
use to the economy. 
. · Rural resettlement, an oper-
ation of staggering propor-
tions-, is being implemented 
along two Imes. One is called 

An orohana2e in Saillon: One 
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iU lU.J , c.l 6J UE, «. 1. J.\..1U H ... ,J', a .1-1iu-
ducer of native drugs and -an 
ke-making factory, a_nd some 
small-mostly famify-run-

~od stores, carpenter shops, 
repair shops and the like. 
There were at most 100,000 . 
-inhabitants in Son My. Tay 

;_ -in 1965; by the- late 60's the-
. -number reached 200,000. · 

Son My Tay is adminis-
. ·,ter~ by its own Revolution~ 

- ary Committee, under the 
~urdance of the overall c~ty 

- management group. The com-
mittee oversees the work of 
~ne departments, in such 
·areas as the economy, -educa-

- tion, information and culture, 
public security, health and 
welfare and other concerns. 
Apart from that, the district 
is divided into subdistricts of 
10,000 to 20,00Q people, 
which are subdivided into 
sectors of up to 5,000 peo-
ple, which are further subdi-
vided iDto "solidarity units" 
of about 20 families apiece. 
Overlapping these subdivi-
sions are any number of as-
sociations of teachers, intels 

, lectuals, shopkeepers, young 
people, women, workers, re-
ligious groups and so on. 
Within this system, the indi-
vidu'al becomes part of a web 
of mutual responsibilities. For 
instance, at the simplest level, 
sanitation in. Saigon's back 
streets is now the responsi-
bility of the "solidarity 
uriits," operating through the 
local workers', young people'S-
and women~s associations. 

The chief problems in Son 
My Tay were economic. The 
unemployment ,,, rate · in the 
moodls after "tiberation" 
reached· 70 percent-a reflec-
tion of a llituation on the 
national level in which more 
than' three million people, in-
cluding -about one million 
military, became jelJk!ss-over-
ilight a year ago. Economic 
recovery in Son My Tay has 
been facilitated by the ab-
sence of large industries de-
pendent on-imported-raw--ma,. 
terials: Except for one~ 
all the industries in the dis-
trict were privately owned 
under the former regime, and 
still are. "Our policy.'.' said 
Nguy.en: Chf Hieu.-- chairman . 

~ V Ulll l j'!>lUt:, 

"Return to the countryside" 
-everything in the new lead-
·ers' plans hinges on That. Be-
tween 1965 and 1975, approxi-
mately 'IO million South Viet- / 
namese--more than half the 
population of the eountry:-
we-re displaced from their vil-
lage homes. The mral popula-

·' 

tion decreased from 85 per-
cent of the total to 47 percent . 
While some of the villagers 
moved from one rural area 
to another, · the major dis-
placement was from the co~-· 
tryside to the cities. More 

million of th;; ref-
ugees are. today crowded in 

· the . cities-Saigon, Dan;mg, 
Nha Trang, Hue, My Tho, 
Vung Tau-where they ai-e 
partly or totally out of work. 
The new Government is faced 
with the problem of not hav-
ing enough farmers to till the 
land, and too many urban 
residents who are out of work 
or who have skills of little 
use to the economy. 

· Rural resettlement, an oper-
ation of staggering propor-
tions, is being implemented 
along two lines. One is called 

. ,( 
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•"return to the village r,f ori- of them people who were 
gin." This will .affect those from the .district originally. 
displaced persons who have Some of the - villages w&e 
maintained roots - family, totally destroyed, and will be 
som_e property-in their birth: rebuilt on thelir former sites. 
places. While the Government In Vie~, a village usu·any 
is providing some help, this consists of a cluster of ham-
program does not require a lets covering an area of up 
major effort, as people will to 25,000 acres and hous-
be returning to areas • where ing_ about 1,000 families, or 
they already have some eco- 5,000 to 8,000 inhabitants. 
nomic foundation. About 500 villages are to be 

However, in many cases rebuilt. A displaced person 
the original village has been is given a choice of returning · 
totally destroyecj, .togeth~r to his ' village, whether inside 
with the a-ncestral tombs, and or outside an area of new 
the land has lain untended, economy, or moving to a rie't1P 
with the result that the dis- location inside such an area. 
placed persons have lost their A lot must be done before 
attachment to the place. In such a zone is ready tb re-
other ~ases, the village does · ceive the refugees. First, the 
not have enough arable land -mines and unexploded ord-
to support the returnees with nance must be disposed of 
their enlarged famlifos. So a and the bomb> craters ~ust 
fwin·program is the establish- be filled. Then, a start must 
ment of rural "areas of new be made on reclaiming the 
economy," where displaced land, restoring the wells, lay-
persons who don't want to ing new roads and building 
go back to their old villages -the houses, medical centers 
can be resettled and rehabili- and other facilities. Only then 
lated, and where new oppor- will the displaced persoll6 be-
tunities can be offered for gin to arrive--and to a,ssist 
young volunteers. in the subsequent work of 

Across the map of South reconstructfion. 
Vietnam, "areas of ~ey, eco- Each family that moves in 
nomy" have been drawn up receives a basic _kit of fanning 
in a • leopard-spot pattern. Ge- and cooking utellsils, mosqui-
necally, they are areas that - to netting and other rural 
either had been or had be- necessities, as well as enough 
come underpopulated. For ex- food to last it until the ffrst 
ample, the district of Cu Chi harvest. Each family is also 
near Saigon had 36,000 inhab- given 10,000 .square · meters 
itants in the early 60's. By 1973 (about 2.5 acres) of land. 
the populati.on was down ·to . The f8Jllily will have deeds 
~- Plans now call for the to the land, · but any part 
resettlement · and rehabilita- of the crop it wishes to sell 
tion of 48,000 displaced per- must be sold to the -state 
sons in Cu Chi within the at fixed prices. In addition, 
next two to five years-half ' however, each family will be 
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delay exit/ entry release 
phone dialing and mucl 
designed to fit your nee 

, your lifestyle. 
I Security should be fc 

NuTone Security Syste1 
peace of mind because 
they neverJntrude on y 
live with ..• safely. An, 
worry is mo~ importar ~---11 Hmne a 
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Genuine Butcher Block, 2" 
thickon. rugged. wood.frame._ 
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of w1tich
0 0 it·,:,.,m be ;i;.;;d . . . . put 

to sell at fr~ prices- on the-
free market. · EASTERN 

_ The program, which began _ . 
to be implemented at the end __ • EUROPE 
of 1975, calls fpr resettr 

· and rehabilitating five million • -
· people over the next three 1~ 1n your 
to five years. --Of these~ it 
is expected that three million plans 
will m~ve to · areas of new 
economy 2'!)d two .million . will 
return to their villages outside 
-those zones. In every city 
district, -the local Revolution-
ary Committee has a "rehabili- . -
tation and resettlement" de-
partaent . that' fosters the• re-
turn to the countryside. -In 
Son -My Tay, for instance, 
more tha.n 8,000 people have 
already movefl out. For Sai-
gon as a whole, plans call for resettling 1.5 million in-
habitants by· the end of 1976. _ 

BULGABIA ·..,. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

POLAND _, 
S6VIET UNION 

This year go 'just a bit-farther. 
Discover Eastern Europe. Steeped 
in history and tradition.' Entranc-
ing scenery. Great hotels, Inex-
pensive. If you haven't seen 
Eastern Europe, you haven't realty 
seen Europe. Ask your travel 
agent or send for fiterature and 
convenient air schedules of 11a-
tional carriers. 

The question could naturally 
arise as to. whether there is-
an element of ...coercion in 
)he resettlement · policy. The 
·, ans\Yer could perhaps be best 

stated as follows: 
All available statistics indi-

cate that the !feat b~k of 
the displace(,I persons who _ 

· moved to the cities during 
the war -were farmers. It is 
obvious to anybody w)lo has 
spent any time in South Viet-
nam that the great majority 
1:1f these refugees, whc;, have 
been living, m urban . slums, 
are eager to go back to their 
~ustome_d environment-the 
countryside -::- and resume 
their lives as farmen. Indeed, 
ill the · evidence on the spot 
indicates that so far, at least, 
more _people have applied to 

back to the conntry.side 
than the .new regime has been 
ltble to process. .it would-, 
therefore, appear . unlikely 
that, et. least at this stage, 

·._ the Government would want 
. to coerce people into ,moving 

••••••••• EAffllll EIIOJUll llAVEl IOAII 310 MADfSON AVENUE, DEPT. 228 
NEW YOH, N.Y. 1D017 -. 

send free literature on: -
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D LOT (POLISH AIRLINES) ._ 
D AEROFlOT (SOVIET AIRLINES) ' 

Name _______ • • • • 1 
. , 

State ___ ........... 
to the countryside whil~ there i 
are long lists of volunteers 
waiting to go. 

-As to what might happen 
in the future, ,speculation at 
this point appears pre-
mature. But certainly, from 
its gradualistJic approach and 

form-· it seems- to have 
taken thus tar, the South Viet-
namese re~ttlement program 
Is markedly different from 
the more radical process that '!! reported to have taken 
place in c.mbodia-as the 
ongins, nature and history 
of the Vietnamese revolution 
have been markedly different ............... _.... ..... _ _ c,f'-'tfle 

Rouge. -
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Shepherd casters. 

... ,. - -~ ,. 

heck or money order. No COD's. New York, New Jersey and fnJ;. --
3hipped anyw~ere. Express !=harges collect. 52 ~ -Catalac, $1. , • 

& D BRAUNER/BUTCHER BLOCK -.:.. 
I 0012 (212) 477~2830 HOURS: Mon-Fri: 8;30-5:30; Sat: 10-4; Sun: 11-5 . 
rsdale PIiia, N.Y. (914) 725-51:4() HOURS: Moo-Fri: 10-9; Saturday: 10-6 
boimcl, NJ. 07652 (201) 845-6364 HOURS: Mon-Fri: 10-9; Saturday: 10-6 
Chicap, 111. 60605 (31~ 922-5981 HOURS: ·Mon-Fri: ~~:00; Sat: 10-S 

._ 

• 

-economy ~d two .million .wilt 
return to their villages outside BULGARIA · ..,, 
-those zones. In every city CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
district, -the local Revolution- -
ary Committee has a "rehabili- . - POLAND _; · 
tation -aq.d resettlement" de- :,- ~ov·,E' T UNION 
partlJeot . that' fosters the re- ,.. o 

· -~ ·to the countrysi~e . ...In 
• ...: F This year go ·just a bit-farther. 

Discover Eastern Europe. Steeped 
in history and tradition. Entranc-
ing scenery. Great hotels. Inex-
pensive. If you haven't .s_een 
Eastern Europe, you haven't really 

· Son -My Tay, for instance; 
more tha-n 8,000 people have 
already movet'l out. For Sai-
gon as a.. whole, plans call 
for resettling 1.5 million in- , 
habitants by· the end of 1976. _ ' 

The question could naturally - -
&me . as- to. whether, there- _is--

- seen Europe. Ask your travel 
agent or send for literature and 
convenient air schedules of -» 

· tional carriers. 
· an element of ...coercion in 
· the resettlement · policy. The 
· ans'1Ver could perhaps be best 

stated as follows: 
All available statistics indi-

. cate that the great b~k of 
the displace(I. persons who _ 
moved -to the cities during 
the war -wei-e farmers. It i.s 
obvious to anybody who has 
spent any time in South Viet• 
nam that the great majority 
of these refugees, who have 
been living. in urban . slums, 
ar.e eager to ·go back to their 
a~ustom~ environment-the 
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i countryside - and resume 

their lives as farmerS". Indeed, 
all the evidence on the spot 
,indicates that so far, at least, 
in.ore _people have applied to 

-• State . - Zi~--• 
....go. back to- the conntryside 
.than the new regime has been 
able to- process. It would-, 

· therefore, appear unlikely 
that, at least at this stage,, 

':..ihe . Government would want 
,_ to coerce people into -moving 
· to the countryside while there 
are long lists of volunteers 
waiting to go. 

-As to what might happen 
.in the future, speculation at 
this point appears pre-
mature. But certainly, from ' 

· 1ts .gradualisllic approach and 
-tfle----form if seems- to have 
taken thus tar, the South Viet-
namese resettlement program 
is markedly different from 
the more radical process that 
u -reported to have taken 
place in ~bodia-~ the 
origins, nature and history 
of the Vietnamese revolution 
have been markedly different 

... --- those-.. of-d,e,---Ji~,__-, 
Rouge. -
. • Another question that could 
legitimately arise is whether, 
after all the years of . bitter 
fighttng, there is any retn'bu-
tion under· way_ ~gainst the · 
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-At the gates of the 1onner Presidentio1 Palace, now lndf!penil-
ence Palace and headquarters of the Saigon city government. 

·defeated side. ·All that can of the country, from the ca- 1 

be said with any degree of mau Peninsula in ~he extreme 
certainty by a Western observ- _ south to Lang -Son· in _ the 
er who has spent a compara-· far north, have "been rede-
tively limited span of time signed, bringing the combined 
in the co.._untry is that there _total down from 62 to 34 .• 
is no sign of any major ~tri- The two provinces on either 
bution and no rumors to that side of the 17th paralleJ·have 
effect. At the -same 1iine, it been joined, symbolically, into 
is obviously impossible for one . ..Probably some time this 
any outside observer 1:o see )'tsr, the two Vietnams will 
the whole country. And while be joined by proclamation of 
this limitation applies equally ·the newly elected National . 
weH to .many othef-- nations, Assembly, lll1d unification on 
caution was and - remains a the state level will be com-
requisite in reporting Viet- pleted. But the' succeeding 
nam. · - . phases of social and eco-v ietnam~. NQrth nomic unification will pro-

and South. go to ceed, step by step, for an 
1 the polls today to . unspecified length of time. 

·elect a National The_ .reasons -are pragmatic. 
Assembly for all of_ Vietnam. Tbroughout the ' war years, 
It is the first formal step to- inflatiol) was endemic in the 

- ward reunification of the t\vG "South, and cunency was 
parts of a country that was printed with little regard to 
divided, by the 1954 Geneva the ecooomie_ sitJJation. The 
Agreements into what were South Vietnamese piasters, 
to have been two ' 'temporary ~ch had been oscillating 
zones" pending national elec- -at around 700 to die America'n 

,tions in 1956. From the stand- dollar, plummeted in the 
point of the Vietnam~se Com- months before the fall of the 
munists, tftey are now imple- Thieu -regime to _a blllck mark-
rnenting a pr~ess they feel ~t rate .of 5,000. By May i975,_ 

.was aborted 20 ye;p'S' ago. ,As . the currency's backing had 
Mr. Hieu, of the Son My Tay dissolved to nothing. To pre- . 
Revolutionary Committee, put vent the South's' inflation 
it, "You must understand from ~ing exported 1:o the 
that for us, since l!M5, the Not1h, the two halves of the 
Vietnamese ·revolution _was couptry had to be sealed from 
one. We are all Vietnamese each other, in terms of finan-
and we all fought for the cial transaooons. 
same ideal. So what does it In September, the Provi-
matter if one of us was born siol.)al Revolutionary Govern- · 
in one Vietnamese prevince ment announced that the Sai-
rather than 'in another" , - gon ·piaster would be replaced 

Thus far.., .all the _provin~ ·by a new currency. Everyone 
,--:; . - . 

........ r ........ ___. 
maste 
Recognized as a contempor&ll 
in the world's great private ate 
111e· growing number of artisl9 ., 
creation ·of tapestries. With his I 
of-exuberance, Appel's tapestrk 
medium of the masters. 

How Appel created his tapestri8' 
''.J. did -not want -a traditional tapest, 
pile and dyes that would give me. tf, 
... theie ~re no precedents for tap 
colors so bn1/iant.'The results are a 
richness_ tf!rough th~ union of cold( 
shimmers on the silk, charging ima{ 

- ,., 
Why the ~pastries cannot be , 
~'-8'ed on the printed page 

Photographic printing techniques C8Ml 
capture the richness and color of these--, 
estries. Therefore, we show Appef 's "Colo 
fut World" in black and white to inquce yr. 
t9 view and experience his work in persc 
at our gallery. . ' / 

What tapestries mean to · 
the collector . 

If "Colorful World" were an Appel paintin 
its size alone would dictate a price onb' 
few patrons could afford. Yet this s•s•x 
.tapestry .can be acquired for only $4,5() 
And for environments grand enough in seal 
it can be acquired 8'x10' fo~ $6,000. The 
is no other way to acquire works of sue 
size, by an artist of Appel's staturi,, at oc;>r 
4>&rable cost. 

--~MASTI 
11Eas15~ Slreet. New'(ork. New York 1~._(212) 83 

- . . . . 
Please contact me for an appointment. • i 
I enclose $2.00 for your catalog de- -
pic;ting the Modem Master collection 1 

of tape_:;tries by more than 50 great - • i 
artists. 



• he hub of ~New York exdtetiietd. 
)m fabulous Lincoln Center-and 
mid· and lower-Manhattan. The 
r Citizens who want to combine a 
hie free to pursue new interests. 
a fine resort hotel .. . a relaxed 

-id semi-private accommodations 
'hich includes special diets and 
. . . a full program of recreational 

our security ... and the attention 
care. 
elired businessman can drop in at 
y now-and then. The ladies can 

theatre matinees. Friends am:t 
from Lincoln Square. _ 

j ay! The rates are surprisingly 
-nent or informative broch1,1re. 
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would be _permitted to ex-
change up to 10,000 old piast-
ers into new piasters at a 
rate of 500 to l; any old . 
piasters - in excess ·of that 
amount would be blocked in 
a special bank account until 
their origin could be estab-
lished. Not surprisingly, news 
of the impending reform 
leaked, and _ wea)thy Saigo-
nese · started devising ways 
of circumventing · the opera-
tion. ·~ 

One of the most original 
was to register at the French-
run H6pital Grall. Patients in 
the first-class wards were· re-
quired to make an advance 
deposit for a 15-day stay; 
on checking out, the unused 
portion was refunded. On the 
day before the curre_ncy ex-
change,· a good number of 
well-to-do Saigopese suddenly 
fell sick and were admitted 
to the hospital. Once the 
exchange was in train, they 
were all miraculously healed 
·and claimed the unused part 
of their deposit in the ricw 
currency. By toe third day 
of the exchange,- ·the first 
counterfeit bills appeared. 

On the whole, •however~ the 
currency exchange· went off 
fairly smoothly, and the offi-
cials chose to turn a 'blind eye 
to the relativeiy few instances 
of petty cheating, which oc-
curred mainly in Saigon. This 
may have been ~use .there 
will be a second ,currency 
exch~ge after the formal re-
unification of the countiy, and 
it -atso seems to be part of 
a po•icy of avoiding exacer-
bating fears or suspicions, so 

·that the ·transition. can pr<>:-
ceed with a minimum amount 
of friction. This attitude 

-·can be . felt in small things 
as well a~ large. 

For-- ins~ while most -
· of Saigon's ~treets have been 

renamed, t!he new. street signs 
give the old names in smaller 
chara·cters under the new 
,ones, .90 as to avoid confu9ion. 
On a more important level, 
the new officials -seem to re-
cognize that the farmers who 
go back · to tfleic villages are 
not the same simple country 

· folk who came to the cities 
years ·ago: •'Many of the dis-
placed persons," said a high-

·ranking official in Hanoi, 
"picked up new habits. Some 
of the habits ~ere bad and 
contrary to our · traditions. 
Others were socially less sig-
nificant. Th~ -~ ~d to 

Only$~ 
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We've mode them in Bois--
J~rous Brown. Ostentatious 
Orange, Wild "Yhite, Brozeo 
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deed. Eilch beam· aoo plink is 
strilight from Ti1kayi1ma, Japan-
with ropes tying everything to-
gether, u in the orient .of old. 
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. One of the most original 
was to register at the French-
run Hopital Grall . Patients in 
the first-class wards were-re-

-:-Quired to make _an advance 
depos•t 'for a f5-day stay; 
on_ ~becking out, the ·unused 
portion was .refunded. On the 
day before the curre_ncy ex-

- change,· a good number of 
well-to-do Saigonese suddenly 
rell sick and were admitted 

. ! to the ·hospital, "Once the 
excha11ge" -was i.n tra'in, they 

.twere _ all miraculously healed 
and claimed the unused part 
of their aeposit ig. the ricw 
currency. By the third -day 
of the · exchange,- the first 
counterfeit bills appeared. 

On the whole, 'ho\vever:~ the. 
currency exchange- went off 
fairly smoothly, and the offi-
cials chose to turn a blind eye 
to the relativeiy few instances 
of petty cheating, which oc-

. curred mainly in Saigon. This 
may have been bec;~use :there 
will be a second ,currency 
exchJmge after :the formal re-
unification of The country, and 
it -also seems to be part of' _ 
a policy .of avoiding exacer-

. bating fears or suspicions, so 
-that the ·tn.nsition. can pr~ 
ceed with a rnimmum amount 

-Also in eNeff_ 
_ parcel we pock a 
. squeak bulb. _ · 

lsthisoPipofod 

----I l ,0 g;..,memor, I ' rory lighting d 

I O I con handle o 
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of friction. - This attitude 
~'.can be _.felt in small things 

' Well, not 
·exactly. Bu· 
our' -1,th ,ur 
tury samura. 
farmhouse'r,.C 
ls. Which 
makes Gasho 
unique Japam 
deed. Each l: 
~raight from 
with ropes :1) 
gether, u in 

:as well as targe. -
For-- instance, while - -most 

- of Saigon's 'Streets have been 
renamed, ttie'new·street signs 
give the old names in smaller 
chanicters under the new 

,ones, so as to avoid cp~n. 
"()n Jl more important · 1evel, ;;:_ 
.the .new officials seem to re-
cognize that the farmers who 
go back· to ttlek villages are 
_ not the same simple country 

·. folk who came to the cities 
years ·ago.'_•'Many of the dis- · 
placed perions," said a high-

-ranking .: o,fficial -in Hanoi, 
"picked up ·new _habits. Some 

- of tlhe habits were bad and 
· contrary to our · traditions. · 
Others were socially . less sig-
nificant. ·They got .used to 

· electricity,_refrigerators, soft 
drinks -~nd the like. On lhis, 
there is no going back, and 
we well realize · that t'here 

, ate -now new requirements 
' to be satisfied." • · 
- ' 'l'his ·touches' im ,vhat _'.ap-
pears to be a 1'8.the! sensitive 
jssue hr Vietnam these day~. -



Leisure time for former' generals at tlti? Q~ Tr.urtR "re-
education" camp,-a former Saigon army ·traini,vrcenter. 

During the war, the North resources. Fifteen years ago, 
s1:1ffered considerably more -mat's -were made from reeds. 
than the South in terms of These . were then replaced by 
material destruction, but it imported plastic strips. ~oday, 
emerged with its social struc- mats in South Vietnam are 
ture intact and its wealth- again being·made from .reeds. 
whatever there is of it~vid- . - On the national ·1evel, North 
ed equitably . . In · the South; and South face a seri~s .of 
there are many -more consu- ·, fundamental choices. · - The 
mer gOO<;l.s than in the North, Nonth has a state or coopera-
but ·they are unevenly distri- tive economy; the South, for 
buten ann their cost in terms all practical purposes, has a 
of social disruption has been market economy; how will 
tremendous. It is therefore - the two economies be fused? ' 
hardly s_urprising dtat many -The . North .pas .one of the 
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Bedder than the c-01 
:And actually c~ 

Sure, you've seen beds that look sort of .like this-advertised at ab 
, don't ten you is that their price doesn't include a mattnm. Thz 

(Our pric:e Includes a 6" -thick polyurethane mattr~ in-a zippered fie) 
include a headboard. lnat costs at least $60. ( Our price includes a 

price may or,may not include delivery. (Ours iocludes local del\ 
doesn't inclij(fe the satisfaction of owning the original Not ~.cc 

double, king and queen sizes and all are available In teak for a ti 
original platform bed It-could~ nightmares.Aa:essoay-jtezn 
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of the revolutionary cadres· best educational systems in 
who bave returned to Saigon . Asia; -the schools-in·the South 
after an absence of more than.- have just reopened; how will 
20 years have been profound- ~ the · young people of the 1.wo 
ly distlJT'bed by what they zones be raised to _a common 1

--------,,--------------------

·perceive as the cultura1 -pros- ,outlook? The Nortn has an r• . , 

-titution of their native .. city. : ~xtensiVe health -service; the 
It would be a mistake to South is fa~ing · a shortage 

1 regard th.is .reaction as essen- of medical drugs, and is ham-
1 tially xenophobic. Many ·of pered by the urban focus of 

these 'cadres are French-edu- its medical facilities; how will 
cated, and .schooled in _" t;be a reunified :nation aspire .to 
-subtleties of -French literature. --uniformity in health care? ·111 
Yet, while .they .have -had .no , the North, the major energy 
difficulty in assimilating source is coal, of which there 

"French culture ·10 --their"Vtet- -is =an --ample -supply. -In 'the 
namese upbringing, the super- South, the major source is 
ficial but glaring Western in- oil, which has to be importell. 
fluen~ that has pervaded Whne .there is a .good chance 
many of the everyday aspects that oil might be found in 
of life Jn Saigon _leaves them- the South, will the Vietnam 
repelled. This feeling is of - tomorrow be dependent 
echoed in· _the Communist -on coal, on OI' on both? · I 
press, ~ch_ constantly refers On that question alone, the 
to the forme"r regime's alleged -choices to be made will neces- . I 
uninterest in the . fostering sarily entaif the involve~t , 
of Vietnamese literature, art of'fore,gn expertise. 
-and traditions. -

Thus, jf there .is ·.a .teJm on June ·. 27, 19'15, 
that can be used to describe the f.irst _foreign 
what South Vietnam is · under- aircraft landed in 
..going, it Js Vietnamization. the reopened 
Apart tr0J!l any l)Olitical or gon airport. Jt was a plane of 
ideological . conside,tations, -the -United Nations-ffigh C-mn-
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Or~hans 
.:.. . 

in J...iimbo 

Many' .of the Vielnamese 
"orphans''gathered up in 
the lasfdays of the war 
and shipped to the United 
States nffw want to go 
}1orn.e-~o iheir parents. 

by Betty Jean Lifton 

T_:1 i~tory moves quickly, today's hys-
j_ .!. tcrical headlines becoming tomor-
row':; st.ale news. It has been a year now 
sin..:e the controversial Operation Baby-
Ut brought more th:rn 2,000 Vietnam-
. ..:<;e children to American adoptive 
horncs-aPc\ the glow of either virtue or 
Ol•tr:ige to Amaican hearts . . For tho.,e 
who fovon.:J the program, som~thin,:: 
110:ik had finally come out of this 
i:;nohlc: w:ir;J:or those oppo;ed, rcmov-
in;:: c ildr::n frnm their homeland and 
th; ir hcrihge 'was th:: most i6noble act • of ::11. 

/ S;nce quite a frw of the children lnve 
1•1.n:::d out not to be bona fide orphans-
1':'.th:;:.:,! t!p :1, thc:y were in th,: L:s t 
c:1:, •. ·,i..: cbys of the war-the qucsti~>ll 
of th~ir cli:_~ibility for cntr/ into ti1i; 
, ,,,.:utry, :1s well a~ for .t(bpti ~1;·,, h:i;;,yet 
t,, l; .~ k~a:ly :1n,Wt'.reJ. A cm1rt ca~c has, 
in f:1ct, hc-l:n in pruc,:s, o.i this \'•:ry 
i , \lL' for th;; p:ist yc;1r. 

·1 h•! c,1:,·~ or;;in:ttcc.1 when ~Iuoi ]\'l e.;_ 
Ct1111111fl. :1 Vi·:tn:iml'\ \.! H1lunt.!cr recdv-
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tion. In other words, the plaintiffs must 
now file suit for each individual child-
a s1tuili)~s clearly in the best inter-
ests of the adoption agencies and of 
prospective adoptive parents who would 
like their children considered separately, 
if they are to be considered at all. 

It would ta]{e a King Solomon to un-
ravel the bureaucratic red tape that has 
accumulated. The seemingly simple 
op::ration of sending possibly a few hun-
d ·ed non-orphans ~ack to their families 
h .,s become entangled in the emotional 
, rprl of adoption politics in this country. 
J vdge Williams has already declared that 
lfe.._is not running an adoption court, and 
f~at he <loes not want to get involvc:d 
Ir ~th an international situation over 
-o,h ich he does not have jurisdiction. No · 
'lh nJer he has allowed months to pass 
b~ween hearings, and in mid-Febrnacy 
t.srok a vacation from the briefs, counter~ 
btiefs, app~als, affidavits, and' telegrams 
fro m all sides. 

The question-reminiscent of the clas-

R • 511/76 

sic one posed to King Solomon-is this: 
who is the real mother-the one who gave 
birth to the child, or the one who has 
taken care of the child for the past year 
as the psychological parent? Since these 
two mothers are, for the most part, at 
opposite end, of the world, it is left to 
the lawyers for the plaintiffs and defen-
dants ·to do the tugging for their clients' 
rights. 

CONSIDER the pbintiffs' position. It holds 
that the Babylift was as immoral as the 
war itself-viobting, · as it did, the 
neva Convention. which exp! icj1~J!S 
that children seQ11raJsd from their fam,-
ilies in time · co flict may be moved _ 
only to a n~tral country, :rnd prdcrably_ 
placed with guardians of tl eir own n::i-

tio;;lity, la22gua~e, and,;etig.ip_n~Accord-
ing to Tom Milla,. one of the lawyers, 
over half of the fileS already chech<l 
do not have adequate documentation to 
establish that these ch!ldren h:wc actually 
b.:cn orphaned, ab:indon~d, or kp,ally 

released for ndoptioo. Furthermore, 
those children ·with known parents or ,; '.1 
rcbtives _who managed tq •get , her~ as -~ ' ;/f.: 
refugees are being kept from reuriion1• :_ ,>:; } 
with them by the fomilief .in . ,vhose:".;,· _::, \t;f. 
homes they were placed ·for· adoption. •· .,,' fr+ 
Miller maintains that the governm;:nt ·. ,,•/;~ 
could haw acted independently of _this ,~': __ ::_._·,,:;_;1_·._:::.~_-_· 

court case but is ddiQeratdy stalling as -
a way of avoiding politic1l embarnss-
menL 

Coi1sider, on the other h:ind, the gov~ 
ernment's position. Th<! governmi:nt 
claims to hav~ acted · in good faitn in 
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"\-Vho is the real mother-the one who gave birth 
to the child, or the one who has taken care of the 

child for the prtst year as the psychological parent?" 

withoat w1:ting for the cou,t case, but 
in ai•; t:; th:n if it h:.is pro•, ;:n that a m i~take 
h <! ~ hc.:n m:ide, nothing will he don;: to 
5,~;1 th;: children from going b :ick . 

Co~,:c.la, to,, , the ad q_r. tion a~;;pci.:s' 
p1'1 ; ;: ic>n . They Ettie in commo n but 
th i, C'.He, and n nc of them has al rc :ic!Y 
ndm: ~ku to having chang.:J th<! names 
o sor.1::! children to those of <lead o nes in 
ord ;:: r_ to get them out of Yidna at the 
b , t r.1inutc:. Th!! agencies sh:ire the d:rn-

. . ger that they cuuld be sued by :idoptivt! 
p'.lrc:nts if the children are taken away, 
anJ possibly lo~e thdr state licenst:s. 
John Adams, cx-:cutive lirector of Holt 
In terna tional Children's Sc:rvices, which 
fi':\ _; been bnngtn_'J ch ildren out of Korea 
~i nce the: Fiftit:-.;, i, qui::k to cliflerentiatt! 
his operation from the ' •inexp.: rienct:d" 
a:;encies. "Our children were processed 
!.:rng b.:fore the emergency," he says, '·ht!t 

.,., 

lfr<·11/li11g il:r: /J ig f l ig ltt · Was it a 
1,0!1/e acr or !l: c !11 u 1·1 i •:110/,/.· ,,fall' 

ther.: were opportuni;ts around during 
th1t last spa;;m of our. involvem.:nt in 
Vit:tnarn tryin3 to get children quickly 
anJ easily. lt will put a b:.id smell on 
inter-country adop ti on if this thing is not 
cleared up ." Ada m, h opes that :.iny child 
having improper cwle ntials and wi.th a 
p :ire:it found in Vietnam will he: rc-
turneJ, but he also hopes it will not be 
one of his 406 children. 

' Consid.:r ths:: prospective adoptive par-
ents' _point of view. Some of them sin-
cerely believed that th.:y were rescuing 
an orphan from either homelessness or 
comrnuni~m. Oth.:rs who had found it 
imposs ib le to adopt a baby here were 
cage r to get one from abroad. All of 
them h:we grown at tached to these chil-
dreri in the pa~t year, and many have 
d ecla red thc::y will .not i::ive them up 
without a cmi'rt fight . There a re excep-
tions : Nebra:;k:i Sen. John D eCamp 
voluntarily returne<l his two charges to 
their mother, who wa5 locatt::cl in a 
refpgee camp, and W ashingto n attorney 
Lisa Broclyaga is hoping to find her six-
year-old chi!J's mother h ack in Vietnam. 

T _hen th e re is the positinn of the nat-
ural p arents and rel:ttives who m :m a~i!d 
to ma!--e it to this co untry . There are at 
least six cases penJing in Juuge Wil-
liam s's court in which Vietna mese m oth-
ers cl aim, to have actctl und e r duress in 
th e la st days of the war, hut n0 w w;1nt 
their chi ldren ret u rned . Only Olli! has 
succeecled - Sa n Shi.:. ha~el f an aJ,)pt ive 
m ot her, who m ;in:ige t! tn get her two-
yea r-old auopted \lau ghtt:r h ac k afta 

. g L) ing through a California state court at 
th e e"<pense .of $5,000, to say no thing of 
the emotio nal co~t. 

It i, cl itfi rnlt to comiue r th.e posit io n 
of the p:1re nts an d rcbt ives in Vi etnam, 
since th e n.: lu , hcc n v irtu:ili y no conuct 
with the m . It i., kn o wn th a t there: :i re 
d .ti ly ,1cl \'cr ti , c11 :,·nts for lost chi ldren in 
th::: S;1 i~·o 11 p :tp e r,. hut hm ~ c:111 tlw:;e b.::-
rc;1ved pa re n t\ l,. r,n•v if their childr.:-n :1 n: 
am o,1 5 tlw,c l1<' r::·> 

TIits nRtNGS lll' th,:, thn rny i,Sth.: of trac-
ing. uvcr whi c h th erc ha, he..:n so much 
t,i ,-kc:ri ng. I .a,t Ju ne the l n rcrnati,rn :11 
Cllllllllit:cc 0 f th .:: l{cd ( ' ro,s o ffr rcd the 
[;0 ,·c:·1111w nt the , ,' t'\'iccs of its Central 
Tr:,c ing /\ ~1,'11-: y tn h.: lp with family re-

unificil t:,m. No official sanction has h~-:n 
· given to the ICRC nfti.ce in Sai~on :\i y:t , 

but th~ plaintiffs want~d it to tr:i~e th ;: 
parents actively :rnd to notify them o f 
,their ~hildren's whereabout'3, · 

However, the defond:iat$ have n ot 
wanted the names of the childr.!n in the 
files rev:!alcd . publicly, contending tha t 
anyone with a mis;ing child must come 
forward ,vith documentation to the lCRC 
ofik:!. In M:.ircb, Ju<l3e Williams ruled 
in the defcnda:1ts' favor against notifyin5 
the parents, stating that it mi~ht stir.iu-
hlte their "guilt" over giving up the ir 
children and prompt an '•illusory desire" 
for their return. - -

Frank Sieverts of the State Depart-
ment concedes that it has not been 
worked out just how the ICRC can reach 
the · parents' attention, especially those 
in remote areas. In fact, no on~ seems to 
have a clear idea how the South Yiet-
names~· government feels about all this, 
although the Provisional Revohrtionary 
Govc:rnment dit..l cl:iim at the time th at 
the· children were being kidnapped. But 
even if some Vietnamese parents should 

· come forward, they would be informed 
that they must press their claims in a 
custody suit in American state courts. 

"We will demand due process for 
those children in this country,'' says Kate 
Freeland, a lawyer for Holt and fo r 
Friends for All Chil<lren. ''It has not yet 
been proven who has jurhdictiun o v.: r. 
th<'se children-an intern.1tional 1.:omt a 
f~ court, or a state court. The fact i~ 
that th<! children are here and the courts 
h :we the duty to protect them." 

Prokct them from whom-their o wn 
par,'nt s? 

Pr:ltHAl'S the real question is, How can 
parc:nts in Vi<!tnam pos,;ibly have th e: 
mean~ to appeal in our state courts? Also, 
arc w.: not confusing the rights of Vi d -
name~e. mothers; who hav<! become sepa-
rakd from thdr chi!ctren with the !eg3l 
controversy over the rights of unw.:d 
m,)thas hae who give up their chi! J ren 
a11d d1a11g,: th ci r minds t,,,fort:: th,:: adop -
tion is finaliletl'.' C a n the best inte;ests o f 
the !hbylift childrc:n b,~ 5erved hy den y-
ing them th<! right to retllm to living pa r-
cnh--e~p.::cially to tho,c !Til)thers who are 
in this country pleading for them? 

Until these que~tic,ns ar..: answereu b) 
a court of bw or hy an internat ion :11 

· commis~ion acting otrici:illy on beh:.ilf o f 
th e tv,,o countrit:, invot·,ed, th.: ..::hi !Jrer 
n :111 ;1 in ti1 ,i h :1pl.:ss vi,=tims of th .: con 
fl id, a, surely a~ they wi;:ri= of thc w:i r 
itsdf. ·, : • [ , 

. ,/: .:·•f ,•. 
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wotktq .and· ~ · .parents. I __ ,~.::.:a;r~~~~ 
• ,s~al to 

111~~--{!!~ii .l • pj>ve ,the 
. -:h~~r~itto:· _-ut_V_iTet....ip~. ~--::-~ s-~-:-1_,,rr~.,-.--. -~-.-th_-e_re ___ aJ....;-on:...:_ -~e;._or_~. ~;ttae" :.;·~~-~_m_i...; ... _ .. _ .. ·· == 
a S\artled nois~ quis. bl_f, : ·t1on Service shoul~i;'Jy __ :;_,•agor~·" -~:-n"'ewb\:ury· __ -_,_..-,,!1;i~tr ;:' her" ;f scatlet cape llymg; · ., • · · place the Babylift cbild in 111 m4 

"It was _hard on :µs at first," 1,, the custody of its' Vietnamese 
_says Marcy. : •she wasn't a - mother if 'stie -comes to the • big American cat',iit iiJ • •~ 
v~ry lovable_ child and all • United States asking for . it ' dpper-middle_ cllil;, t•'Yn lop 
the ltids · kept · .saying they and if the child is here iJ- of $50,000 trac~~~- 1W 
Hk~d Minh ·better-: Also . th~., legally: ,, Immigration, the ,wind up.1n a sulllllrban.,sh'lt 
9PC!&l worker kept .snggesting asencies . ....and the .adoptive ping center lnside..:a 
th~t perhaps we cQuldn't parents all say- that such tfon bat aad pliui 1pai!loio 

· bal).dJ,e her and that -made_ us ' cases .can only' be handled by that is hardly distincutshaiife 
~d. Thank God she . turned individual custody battles in •. on the outside from'Die 6Jle 
o,i,! :O:K.. Now, • we just hope court; that adoptive parents stores . and I~undromrits ~t 
'!e ~an keep her." · · hav~ rights, too. In addition sfJITOund it. This is wltetj 't.pn 

· ::--, " o : -' - to those refug~ who have wori:s, waiting on tables ;a,,d 
~, Joan Thompson,:·w}l((Js~J>T- : h1;1d their children ~.returned ~aking pizza for $2 .-l!_our 

ganb.:ing adoptive parents; to . ··voluntarily and to : the .,two plus tips. · Everyone /dtllrly 
fight the class-action Jaws1,1it, .. , mothers who had . to go to likes lier there . . . Slle~ "Ms a 
says her feeling /about sepd- _ court to ,get them, there are bjg, disarmi~ smll-= · ·arid is 
ing her Vietnamese child . perhaps a dozen· uiore ·moth- Young-24-and IO -•rl-she 
back - to~Vietnam would de- ier( .grandmothers and aunts weighs 92 ,poun~t one 

. p_end on how "adamant" she' .who are at the moment pre- - -feels protective.-, ._ 
·; would be "illgajnst · Commu- paring · to go into custody , ~er l(>oks •~- Aeceiving, 

1 , niSll_l.". · --~-. · • '.. · battles soon. Hact Thi Vp is hOwever. One tlung that has l / . _ · 0 If :there . ·'Were req_uests one. .• _ · _ j 1 unpressed me -qeut the Viet-
/ .,, ~·. fu~m Vietnamese gals~ that'. Lon liter nicluia e) 1uisf namese women rve".spoken to 

")...) __ ~they. really \_Vanted their ,ki!ls three half-American sons iii the strength.. they· ~ust 
, back,lhat hard. But y_ou know, whom she sent to·Amenca on possess to have SUIVived their 

le 

m~t, of. us hllve had our the Babylift just ·befor~ the ~ruggles. Lon ~ot' zemem- / T 
hysterecto!Jlies and all and fall of Saigon. Her sons lived t,er a time when •he--:,as not ;-
w-e can't have any chil- with lier all their 1ives, she ' ip fear of .. bad pe;ple. ' First, 
dren • of our own. . -'The says, but when refugees it was the French, ,then the 
Vietnamese have so _many started flooding- to Saigon Vietcoc,g. She WU bom close 
kids-8, 10, 13-and we don't-... from the ·NOFth and tolcf to J>a Nang and lived with 
have any. We want them. We <Stories about seeing Com- i,er ·mother and .father, sister 
think this is the ,~t country munist soldiers .shooting •nd ,two brotherr'Oll a small 
1>9,ssible-the kids have so mixed-blood she be- - farm where they=· ed cows, 
much better .chance to groy, came afraid for tb~ir lives: tice -· and water . She 
here, be what they want. In · \\'hen · she arrlvect .in the ,ays dlere is .a ... ,. tragic 
Vietnam they would ' be, ·-a States she waso"t at' .all sure - autd political stoq that she 
fisherman or dirt farroer." ,. ' things were going to work · doesn't want me to -tell be-

. _ .. Wilfred Antonsen has ·a 9- out. All she had was the card ·cause -her famQy in · Vietnam 

.Year-old Birbyllft · son · named -of a Flying Tiger .Airline pilot wnight somehow lae .hurt by 
tlay, given to · Christian- she met in Saigon, _who had it; bl.If by the time ue was 
~ori~nted Hot~ Aclopfi~ Ag~~ said to ca!} if she made it to 8 or 9 her mother was tortured -
,cy in- Saigon by ~is .pandt the States. _Well, she did just I was forced tQ flee to the 

• ·...cmother one morith ~fo~ the tbat_,.b<i·right therein).he .tele- I )!for.th; litr faltler had been 
· Bab•..t.:ft. . _ 5 ·~t«· · , · pbone 'booth · at Travi• Air iJnprisoned .. -"' - she had . ;r~, . I r ,. ii\. . - . .... "'!"U 
; :· "l'm sure the gra~~ther Ftrce. ~ -·. sfie · -hearl Bill brought him food three times 

loved~ him," )1~ says. :•1t•s Pqpp $BY, on ~down." clay for .a year. She then 
..clear he has been raised ;n~a So Loa, Lon's tiend Kim, and .,-ent tQ ~. ',where she • 
home with disc1(>.fine . • Jnd ·: Kim-S _ 4Rugbter 'all took the ~ ~ved with • .uncle ad bis 
love." , ,r • _ . • .: { '\ - bus do\ftl to '- ~ ~.house jn · family behim .small store 

''.~hat it'you found ~t'llie Newbury-eai-k, ·~Jes north and she cooNed!foed to _sell 
• gran~other was- ali~t -"d of Los ~eles,:• .•bere they ifJ the stfteh: ·"i\t 12, she re-

able . to · support >Clq ·and still are U~ng. List December turned to her ., She j 
wanted liim returaed?''laslc. they located ,L--oa'ls .sister in ... ,saw her fatJwerr.e last time. · 

"Well, I ..don't l"make. ,any · r.,ic~igan.; She :bacl, made it I ;,4"By iuck. . ~ -.me day I 
huma,n plans.:for the, future." out of Viet~ .. !fitli a group and -~ -- _get to my 1 

. "You don't?" , , .:... _ from a~ ~na~. and__!~ · y~~llfl!.;_ ~!~le!!."th~! i 



ss:.>c1a1 worKer Kept s~gge~tmg . agenc,es.~..and_, the ,.adoptive _, pll:lg cemer lJ!Siae.,,.a_ r omt>ip&:-
that · perhaps we · couldn't . parents all say that such tfon -·-bat and pi,tza : parlor 
batuJ!e h_er and thaf mactec·us -C.cases .can only'be" bandied by tJl!lt-is hardly distincitbha'tife 
~d. Thank God_ she . turned _ individual custody battles in t. on the outside from 'llie -dbe 1 

i,! fr.K~ Now, : w_e 
0
Just h,~J>E! ._ • . court; _that adoptive P. _arents - stores , and laundromats. ffiat.1 

~'pl k h " .t 11 :..A. ; ~ ~Tllis::is~......;~.i,n, 
., ~-., •.• ,, n ee.p• er· , ... \ .. lf(1Jif~.•:> . av~ .r~~ • .Jto-t.~iiclition ' ! • .. o-.. -•ifonol•on· .::~. c(_.1_, ·· t ~. . '0 rl ·~ f'.t -:"';..-."' .. tlo tho~ ttfuleeJ· have -1 •--. ... _ -~-~ · . 

: ,,.oan Thom . . . ._:!..,_~ .• -""~ 1bad -tlfeir.,., cbm1ren ,, urned 'ialdng-:n. izza fw:,ft --~r ' .;t.• · P~-w~ ..... . -. - .. -- F , .., .. 
gairing adoptive: ,pareritsf to' · 'volunt~r!Jy and , to ~~ _;two - · us tips. -Eve~ ~ tirly 
fight the class-action lawsuit, ... mothers who had _ to go to Ir es lier there. •She; bas a 
says her feeling 'about sepd- _ court 1o .get them, - there are big, disarming smile · and is 
:!ng _be!_ .Vietn~-" diild .~ -~~Pf, r, .. dozeni,:"·•~ ... 1noth- ,;oung-24-and '° ~li--sbe. 
back to ' Vietnam. 'would cle- 'fflf, jmnclmothers ana, aunts \t'eigbs 92 ;~f on& 

: pend ··on 'how "adamant" .il)e' ~•ho :ate -at the ~nLpre- -~Is protecftve.-~(p,,. ·,,.- ...: .; 
-. :--1 ~Id be 1~ajnst ·Commu- paring f ~o · ,ge _ ipto~~ ~tody _ "" : Jc.,oks ~ -Aecei~g, . 
,.-niSl'J'.l.". ·.":: ";,,\~, - · '- '. . - · ha.~ soon. -~ Th~ Vp is however. One ~that has 

_ · "If ~:there - 'were requests one; .• ,. · _. ·"" : . · me · Qliut the Viet-
• ,:,. !rp_m .Vietnamese· gal6: ' that1·· ··Lon ·(her· niclulame) -has namese-,,omen PiYe',spoken to 
· ..• they_ really wanted fl\eir ,kids three half-American sons . is- the " strengtli they· must 

back, that hard. ·But :v.ou-know, whom ,;he sent to·America on possess to have survived their 
mo~t of us h!:lve had our the Babylift just ·before the · ~truggles. Lon .~ot ~mem-
hyster-ectolJ}ies and all and fall of Sai~on. Her sons lived t,er a time when ..she was not 
we. can't have any chil- with tier all their 1ives, she " ih fear of "bad pe_ople.4• First, 
dren · of our own . . -The says, but when ·refugees it was the French, -then the 

·Vietnamese have so ,many started flooding - to Saigon . - Vietcong. She was, born close 
kids-8, 10, l~and we don'.t -.. from the ·Nortb and tola . to Da Nang and lived with 
have any. We want them. We 11.tories about seeing Com- · t,er-mother and father, sister 
thin_k this is the ,best country munist - soldiers "shooting •nd -two brothenr'Oa a small 
~ssible-the kids' have so mixed-blo~ chil~~; she be- - farm where. they ttised cows, 
mu<:h better .chance to gro}V _ came afraid for tJ,eir lives: · rice .• and watei: '.buffalo. She--
here,- be what they want. In -When · she arrived in the , ~ys ·there ·is • Jong, tragic 
Vietnam they would · be:'':a ~tates she WllSJ)'t at all sure - ,iid political stOff that she 
,fisherman or dirt far1Qer." :,.. • things were going to work · cloesn't ·want me ,to - tell -be-

·; : Wilfred Antonsen has a 9- ·o~. All she had was the card ·~use -her familJ in· Vietnam 
1_year-0Jd Babyliff •,son ' na"ined . -of a Flying Tiger .AiJ'l!!te pilot might somehow • :hurt .by 
);lay, · given to '":: Chri~tian- . she met in_ ·Saigon, .who had il; bui' by the time she was 
bri~nted Holt Adopt'iou. Age'ri~ ~id ,to ca!1 if she made it to S or 9 her mother was 1:ortured 
i,CY jn. Saigon · by . -11~· ,C!flndr t~e :States. Well, _she did just was forced to flee to the . 

• ·ill_lother one month ~fo~ the - ~~d-rj,ht. there in~e.tel~- }llor:th;'-i.r : fatlJer had been 
} !l&bylift. - . . ,,:), ... _:;'f~ c '\ pfi9ne. ~t.h:~ at·:-i'rilv.i$. Air - iplprisoned -:1'id :,:_ she had . ;.r' / 'l'rt1 sure gram!Jn~tber _ . F6~. s6e ·heard Bfll brought him food three times 
,~loved: him," _'he ,says. ·•~~s Pl)J>P say, , .. Come qn ·down." day, for .-a"iyeai:.: She then / 

.;.clea~ he has ~n raise, Jn~_a S~ Lon, Lon's.yiend Kim, and _'\f/ent to ~a'ig'on, .. where she : 
home with • disdpline··;;-41nd • _ K~'s _ ~ugbter ~l took tire ... 9ved ,with her .uncle •and his 'J I 

- love.>? . -r,. \ -< ;,, t ... - bus -do\tn to· bis,:~Jtbuse jn · family behin4 ,a small store ( ' 
.. · •:.What i(you' j~e Newbury 'Pai-Jc, ~fDlles_ north and· she ·COOHed :1'oed to ,seJI 1 ' 

'!::grandmother: . wu~aliv-et flld of Los AIJleles.-.:-.*~ they ifl the~: ~t 12, she re-
able ·. to ; support \cfq. :And still are li~g. L¥f December .., turned _to ·· het o, .,illage;, __ She 

· wanted him returned?" I ask they located J;Oll'J;· .sister in --;saw·her father~ last time. · 
ClW~!l, I ~n•t "'make.;, any · Mic~igan:.: ~ - ~cl made it -· ,. "By luck.. ttri("..same day I 

humyi plans .. for the" futµ .. re." out of V~, .. .. ~. th .a group _ walk . and.-1k~ get to my I 
- "Ybu ~on't?" · j_ --,.; -(-. _. from ·:aq• • ·~ge. ,and i~ - v~lap, my;.la~1-?tet _but -~f 

- · "No, I t~t our Jiv-es tii the now -O'liog · "th :' Lon, Bill,.- jail.i Be; _bk 4'-0 side .but 
Lorf;;Jesus. Whatever_m · de- ' Kim• ,~ , . 'sf daughter • __ so .11aJ>P1!lWbm l see hirri:I 
cidect, .!fe would •o." l1t · · Julie. Aii that are .'Jbissing -are s,fo1 llappt J !81 anything 

''l.fow would you know?" Lon?s spns: J ; ·"= '-. ' ~v • ,t-=t-can• .... - ~Old!- -We just I 
-~fi' ,,w6uld. speak le> us . Bill ~PP and~ Lon --.,ere _ •Rd cry~e ask me if I . 

\ffirough ;t'-1-e Bible .. · .. over married recently, and lbey so 1o .... I say 'yes.' ' 
, jbere CJ&1y would probably_be - have decided to spend w.hat-· .iut it isil't:.µje.':. ..,. · 

lluddh1~" . -i-' _ · ever money they· have tq ._In ,Saigon: J1er uncle's 
. , •-i""'~ _, ",0. ~"'- , . fight fO't Lon's children. · tp.ouse was lt~ys crowded 

ft: An9,(ber J>iblical . authority "It's lctriving her ctazy~ "'!th' ~lativtjrj\'.:en to- the 
~l piigh; .. be King Solomo!), who Popp said. "No one be.liev;; . :~ qity by the_ ~•f. ~pie slept 

'~I~ Jiad to decide who · it _f~r so. me reason, bqt· r,.~~o and ~ ,.1l • .bed. At 
~S'- a proper mother':" The loves her sons and i<ants , t1.'1l5.,__she~fvSl'l her' fitll 

·class-action lawyers say the them returned. 1 fed soN'y tor· _' _-,hild. the stories •~t the · 
natural parent in this case is her, getting JUCh fl runai'eund .,,_,.;,,~ ~ ~~of~~ ..... sons'._ 
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- . • '~ ·~ ., .f, . 
lift plane crash per$onaily. · She is a · . : . ::''· , , · -; -·

1 
<; 0- . · ,, . 

middle-aged woman with eight adopted \· :Cases ·''ti'ke . 'ion· and · BiUVPopp'a 
children, -three of them handicapped. . should be -open-and-shut, · \he -three 
_ "We c5>nsider them 01.ir .. chjldren," "da~s-a~tlon '.: l~wyers say; · Refugee. 
~he says. "We li-<ed with , ttiem in the . , mothers · -whose . children ,; were . not 
'rnmeries .in Vietnam . a,nd ,. ~ed for ·. legally -released should ~noF ·h11ve . to 
them night and day. No o~-ev,er ques- _ -go to·· court .to :prove the)' a.rf good . 
tioned us about all ~e kid~ we h.ad to mothers. :;A, bigger: .problell) ·_for ·tho 
1::ury in -grave_s marked . an~n:v,mous-: · lawyers is trying to represent m:others 
without papers (?r _ relea~s. _ WJ1ere_ in Vietnam whq cannot .seen or 
were the public-interest lawyers ·then'? · heard., . · •· · - ' . 
· "We toolCil' for gtante~f .that· chit• . ~!'We represent absent ·emotion," s~ys. 
dren should be with: their · mothers," Mort Cohen; one of the lawyers, "and 
Wende says. "E~eryone in· child care it's not popular. But I tell you, if the 
knows that." United States were und~t siege and I · 
. "At OJ!f nursery," SheryH .says,• gave up niy children because everyone 
"there were scenes where mothers told me they would be killed in the 
would push their children over the · bloodbath, arid then the. bloodbath 
gates and our guard would ·get them _,' never came, I would wan_t someone to 
and run around and give· them back. see that I could g_et-my children back." 
This would · go round and round; we _ Aside from the · humanitarian view, 
turned away hundreds of children." · these lawyers · believe they are right 

"What do you say,'' I ask. them, morally and politically-in that the 
"when people suggest that Communist __ proper way for a nation .to· behave 
Governments put . child welfare high .. after a w,r is to offer to return any 
on _ their list of · priorities-that the children it has gotten as a result_ of 
children, whom you ·rescued from or- - ' confusion .· and panic. . 
phanages. might have been placed in · ": : Cohen teaches law in two San Fran-
Vietnamese homes ·under Jhe new _ re-·. cisco Bay area law schools a·nd has · a -
gime·r• , . · ·._ : . · · · ' .... long history as a· "gadfly,'' working 
· · "I' tell them," says. Wende iingrily, '.' on antitrust and . civil-rights cases. 
"that sodal reform '_is .one thing, but · His most recent are Attica and Wound- •. 
most of our children would be dead· - ed Knee. He and his wife have three 
by the time it actuall;y happened.'\ . children, ·one an a_dopted Chicano son. 
- .Edie · De Chandenedes, a form_er .He works without pay on the case. , 
F.F.AC. staff worker, says it's hard to T~m{ Miller's background Includes 
criticize the American adoption agen- volunteering in the , Peace Corps, 
cies ~hat operated in Vietnam .. • "The · practicing corporate law and _teaching 
Americans there were so dedicated. in Africa. He once established a center 
l'vC' never seen people work so hard , for plastic and reconstructive surgery 
in my life-18 hours a day, sev;n d?ys · in Saigon and he and his Vietnamese 
¥ week. On the other hand, it's un- 1_ wife Nevpent some time in South 

_ portant to r:ealize just how isolated Viet;'anf'"Trylng _ to set up foster-care 
~e all _were m the country, ~o Amer- . programs. He is.a_t present a part-time · 

· 1cans m .any of the asenc1es sp~ke - staff attorney for the ,Center , For 
Vietnamese and so '_'.IC ~ere ,operatm~ -- Constitutional Rights · in New York, · 
on lots ' of assumptions tha~ weren t "and has been paid a total of $800 from 
t~ue .• We all t_hought the V1~tnamese . the center for his work on the Baby lift 
d1dry t adopt kids. B~t they did._ There case, to · which he has given most of 
are no orphan~ges m No~th Vietnam his time for almost a year. He and Neu 
and they .were introduced in the South live with his parents in their large, 
by the French. V:e a!I thought there_ beautiful Berkeley home and use Neu's 
was_ no day care, m .Vietnam then - unemployment insurance for spending 
I discovered th~r: was _an immense ' mone . They have . an adopted Viet• 
network of Buddhist day~care cen!~r..s - Y _ · namesc son. . 
attached to the temples that everyone Nancy ·stearns has been a staff at-
knew about but us. We all thought 
mixed-blood children would not be ac- . torney for the Center For Coostitu-
cepted by the Vietnamese,_ but when . · tional Rights for seven years and has 
1 started looking around I saw bun- · carried on a variety of constitutional 

,dreds of them integrated into families. . litigation, including . challenging the 
(A.I.D. estimates there were 10,000 to ,. unconstitutionality of restrictive abor- _ 
15,000 children with American fathers · tion laws ·and defending Vietnam Vet- · 
in Vietnam and only 935 in orphan- , erans Against · the War. Her salary at 

the Center is $800 a month. She is ages) · II 
"What I learned is that it's j~st too single and lives in Greenwich Vi age. 

difficult to go mucking about a for. -L~~: ~:~. tt~-~~!~ ;r~eo!'.,~~-';;,~~ 



"there were scenes wnere niou1cn, toiu w~ u1c,1 wv .... u ..,.., .... , .. u ••• · ··-
would push their children over the bloodbath, and then the. bloodbath 
gates and our guard would · get them .' never came, I would want someone to 
and run around and give· them back. see that I could get.my children hack." 
This would go round and round; we Aside from the · humanitarian view, 
turned away hundreds :of children." · these lawyers · believe they are right 

"What do you say,'' I as~ them, morally and politically-in that the 
"when people suggest that Communist proper way for a nation , .to· behave 
Govern?1en~s put , c~il~ _welfare ,high ,, after .a w~r ls to offer to return any 
on_ their hst of prionties-that the children it has gotten as a result of 
children _wh?m you rescued from o_r- . ·confus ion . and panic. __ , . . 
phanages might have been placed m :_":· Cohen teaches law in two San· Fran-
V_ietn~~ese homes ·under_ ih:· neyr_ re-·:· ~isco 'Bay area Ia"'( schools a'nd has a • 
g~r::~? · · ,, . . . , ':, long history as a "gadfly," working 
;, I tell _them, sa~~ Wende _angrily, .• on ~ntitrust and· civil-rights cases. : 

that social ref~rm 1s one thm~. but His most recent are Attica and Wound- , 
most . of our children would be dead· - ed Knee. He and his wife have three 
by t~e time it actuallf happened." children, ·one an adopted Chicano son. 

Edie De Chandenedes, . a form.er , He works without pay on the case. 
F.~._A_.c. staff wor~er, says 1t'_s hard to Tom· Miller's background includes 
c~1t1c1ze the Amenc~n a~opt1on ~~en- volunteering in . the , Peace Corps, 
c1es ~hat operated m Vietnam._ The practicing corporate law and teaching 
';mencans there were so dedicated. in Africa. He once established a center 

vc ne:,rer seen people work so hard for plastic and reconstructive surgery 
. rn my hfe--18 hours a day, seven days • S • d h d h' v· t · k o th th h d •t; . m a1gon an e an 1s 1e namese a wee . n e o er an , 1 s 1m- •r N • • h 
portant to realize just how isolated w! e, eu, S?cnt .some time m Sout 
we all were in the country. No Amer- Vietnam trying . to set up fostcr-~arc 

. kans in .any of the a_gencies spoke . programs. He is aJ present a part-time · 
Vietnamese and so we were ,operating staff . att?rncy ~or th_e , Center For 
on lots ·· of assumptions that weren't . Const1tut1onal ~1ghts m New York, 
true. we all thought the Vietnamese and has been p~1d a total of $800 fr~m 
didn't adopt kids. But they did. There the center f~r his work o~ the Babyhft 
are no orphanages in North Vietnam c~se'. to which he has given most of 
und they.were introduced in the South his time for almost a year. He and Neu 
by the French. We all thought there live ~ith his parents in their larg~, 
was no day care in ,Vietnam and then beautiful Berkel~y home and use Ne~ s 
I discovered there was an immense . unemployment msu~ance for spending 
network of Buddhist day:care cent~r;i money. They have an adopted Viet• 
attached to the temples that everyone · namese son. 
knew about but us. we all thought Nancy Stearns has been a staff at-
mixed-bfood children would not be ac- torney for the Center For Constitu-
cepted by the Vietnamese,. but when · tional Rights for seven years and has · 
I started looking around I saw hun• . carried on a variety of constitutional 

,~reds of ,them integrated into families. litigation, including · challenging the 
(AJ.D . . estimates there were 10,000 to ·· unconstitutionality of restcictive abor-
15,000 children with American fathers tion Jaws and defending Vietnam Vet- . 
in Vietnam and only 9?5 in orphan- ·- erans Against ·the War. Her salary at 
ages.) . . the Center is $800 a month. She is 

"What I learned is that it's just too single and lives in Greenwich Village. 
difficult to go mucking · about -a for. "We are the only people who .have 
eign country you know nQthing about shown any interest in reuniting chil-
a nd take out its children. The problem dren who · were brought here illegalfy . 
is that whe·n you•r~ there you -really ' .. with parents in Vietnam who may 
do feel that if you · don't adopt them want them b,ack," says Stearns. Cohen 
they will _die." . . . · ' · · · ·contin~es: "It's (Continued on Page 83) 
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'It's just too difficult ·to go ml:Jcking about a 
foreign country you know nothing about and. -. 
take out its children . : : but you · feet if you. · 
don't adopt them·, they will die."' 



• - -1"':;',~ • ' ·, ... . . .. \:;;i~=p~~== ·· -~ , ·· - ..., tr.·_ e;; _ Mlildren .__-. over :on the ')~• _. sqme-, .,.- ... 
~- flllin. ~ylift_~ to the Rf)d cross . 

....... .. ·-. ... ~ -, will- -"7 ... ;;:.;:!'•P - \~ · ,~fll . up r,rorma_tion_ fNl1l ::'#;:zt~~tl-4::. :::_e~;~~:~-~~~:; 
ent.. .Jte. . • you · cad!' WY, to· ,decide ~re the child 
-" •w~ we~:,-.nt so sboulfl be ,Pia~.. _· . 
ho~ ue~-.te going to keep -~ ,agenctes;'_~esNlort 
them from : ,eturnin~ 'the Coh~ "are pbiyiilg ~ -~)' 
best an,wer for than7io say think they know · that , ~e 
they ai'e ~r !JI! here;· ~ir mothers meant to give ·11p their 
"81'ents w~•t, ·a:~ c~. but what about 'the 
anyway; .they•~ · y' .ad- ... ones who _ma~e it over here 

· justed.; returning; · ·· --- Joo are ~htmg des~~tely · 
big a problem for' us to·figure to ge.,t them back? ~eve seen 
· o~t llow fu do. And all of this ·ftlae"' files-we had to get a 
legitimizes something that • • order to do it-and they 
find to be inhuinane. That is - u.. i 'mtss. First, an affidavit 
that, at the end of a war, one .- ~yulg. 'This child named 
bf the ,things that is :'up for ,ucli,.. -ancj such and •as re-
bargain is the orphans: That's . leased by such and. such an 
iu,cuy •t·s happened here. orphanage and is X years ptd.' . 
/Jld-~alizeJt·away; , Then_ a ~nd affidavit say-
that w~QD't.ave our-children. ·~ ing, 'No, that's ,_,rong. The 
That's GIICl+ilized."· ·, • · ; .• _child's name.is . .. .' They don't • , ' ,. ' want · a~ to · see their 

- Sor_; the claS!Hiction law- mistakes" . . • . . 
yei,. ha~e been making. their - The argwnentf for ·and 
poin~ 6iit-· 1os~ case. - against the notion If going out 

.· J~dge.~ . • ; and rmdjng Vietnaf!eSe moth-
• year lllearing testimony ers are passionate tlld endless 
psychiairiata about early c:hi and they .get more;lteatecl as 

.. hood .._~ a°" transrac ~me pas~ and tiie children 
adoption. He riaia affida · become Jli9re and more happy 
from the State Departmeiit fn their American homes. At 
and • · · indiJidualf 1'ho · Wt: _stage, however, all the 
stayed, .. Saigon.,~~ the I arguiag ,.. a bit academic-
change 1n pov~f.!.. -': · · Vi~~ ~visional Revolu- • 
vising h1m about c:on4it~ in • tionaf:y :;. Cc,vemment (P.R.G.) 
Vietnam; he· 181Juestedi :1fpt · doaslit l seem to Wllnt the 
an official of tile~ • children.back. · 1,' -

,. R~ Cross Trac:Mf Burelfll'-:in The 'ii:'R.G. did initialf)" pro-
Geaeva come Jo to r. test the Babylift and aslJfd the 
advise him about dethods of ·, United Nations High Commis-
finding-mothers and reunitin& · sioner for Refugees tq~st 
famili~; he deci~ to order a ~ .. m' ·the children's repah'Jl!ion. -
direct lracing.,J>l8" of paten~, --t it has followil!d up 
i~ Vietnam _and then_ ~anged· oo the and is ~ -now 
bis -naind. Enally. - m tat.e making any app&l'e!llt to 
M~ · alter liis lacilitate the· childrea' - re- . 
c_o:mt fin up :.h=~i>-·· · t~ oe~ _-'wm&' · re-
tive ~• ~u ~ + ceaved a .similar, • .;group 

! a~ for¥, _ ad through .the efforts of a West 
•~qr-so ~ -1ae~." German journalist, llmle)un~ 
Died the_ c;la5!1_~ - ~ . . tpat i!_. wanted to retuJ'Q •. the 
that it ·~ _..,_.,the Wili- . . dtildren. but,otar-none,ti;ve 
ties of hl . CQlll't.. 'to handle .been accepted back. ; •. Jr.,;·" 
what ..are. J.in effect. 2,000 in- . Frank Sievert5 of the \i.s. 
dMdual eeses. Cohen, Miller State Department saidlhd 'at 
and Steams~ . . first he -#lOught ' the class-

nte main _ l)Oint of dis· _ a!=tion la~ers ~d a good 
~ment ~s become access point, but tlien lie learne<;I 
·- ............ _,_ ... : _ _ ,.--~-- 4 11 • ·- • • >~ ... ..... · ~ 

• 



j~sted; retum~~--~Joo _ a~ are t~g_nung _at!l>ptf aLt:1y 
big a pr.oblem for us to:f1gure geJ them back? W,e ve seen 
· out how io do. And :an of this . -tie-.":files-we had . to get a _ 
legitimizes something that '. f · order to do it-and they 
t:ind to be Jnh~. That is .-: .~ :-• ·mess .. First, a11. affidavit 

• • that, atJhe e1ufof -a war. one 1&:yiJ\g, 'ThlS ~Id named 
bf the ..things thatt ~~ fOI' :,uctr:an1. -such and •'!Was re_-

! ~-.~rgaJn ~-$!'~ orpharil. 'i'hat:s" ,tea&M ,by such_ anct ·sue~ _ 
!u.ctly ~t•s happened~- orphan~ ~<l, 1s_x_Y9!5 Old. ~, 
'And.we rati@nalize Jt away sQ j Ther~ a second aff1dav1t say-
that we ainllaave our children': " ing, 'No, ~at's :wrong. The, 
T~t'(~~".,."'' .... 

0
•~·- i. ·: .- _child's_n~~.Js ,. . { The~ doq.~t . ~--.-, ,. ' ,, ,· '.; want , an~ - t~ see. the1r ,-~ Sorar:~::cla ' tion'-taw~'E mistakes:• , ~.-, . , -· ,, . • 11.•n:. . . . . . • ., --........ \ ".l. ' . :-~ fll'.S have been · ~lmi1f their · · argumenq for ·and 

poiriis bQi.' losht#-Jbeir · ~-- against the notion )if go~ out 
: Judg~-~r ~Jlliams Jmd f"tndjng Vietn~ mo~-

a year~ ~timony : ers are passionate ~d endless 
· psych'iatri&t!' about early chi and-they , get more:'Jieated as 

hood ~uma and transrac I time passes and tlie children 
adoption: He affidavif,s become Jfi9re and more happy 
from the State ·. Department in dleir American homes. At . 
and . fr9m' . individuals ·W'ho 'this' :stage; !J<>wevei-, all the 
.stayed in Saigon. through the . ; arguing ,ls a bit academic-
change _in pov~ts.. ad: . ' Viel~rri'1. Provisional Revolu- • 
vising htm about ooncljt~:f in {tionary :~ ~vemment (P.R,.G.) . 
Vietnam; he- reques~'l.tt:Jiat - doesn) 1 seem to want . the 
_an official of the ~tioaal -~ children.back. '~' : 

, Red Cross-Tracing Bu'reau,:in · ihe'iR.G. did initiidly pro-
Geneva ~ome Jo ~fo~-to ': ~t tlae Babylift and the 
advise him about)nethods of ·- United Nations High Coinmis-
finding mothers lind reuniting ,-;' sioner for Refugees to ~sist 
f~~; _d~i~ to order a ~~. in: ·t}te children'! repatl'f,tion. · 
direct tracing'-plan of patents-.. ::•t it has nevei; followi!d up 
i~ VietnJm···· ... ~•.~ the. ~~n"~an~ •... on the matter.,_•·"~ is :f' .. ~w his · ..miild. · FJiuilly. -. m · 1 making any apppept to 1 

M~rd! 't;aftei: f ~(fhing .;his_ . ·.lacilitate the';: chil~ren• ; re- . 
1 coµrt fill up with apgry &df?P- 1 turn, Dennutr.k, Jwhi& · re-

ti~ ~ .nts; ~u .. ~ .... ceived a ·;.,_si~, ;;gro~p 
a~ for 'fi.leit. childrep, and ' through the efforts of a :West 
a .. i:p~ '.'SQ' ~ ;lae~ '. German journalist. am,iounced 
niec!_ :tJie,_<;la~-~~~!llyJ_ag ·, tl}at it wanted 1o·· return ,.the 
t!'at -~ w~ allJi- - . dtildren, but so :tat ~ne~ve 
ti~ . of •-~~'to ~die .been accepted back.!.: , --" ,-.;"· . , 

.. what .a~ .. Jn effect,: 2.000 in- Frank Sieverts of ' the ls. 
dividual di&es: Colien. Millef · State Department .said~~at • • .,. • . I 
and S~ ~~ed:c . ~;-_ first he .Jti.ougltt ;,the ;cJass-

,, lbe mam :.pomt- of :dis· ~ •~91}, la~ers h!d ~• good 
agreement f!as 'become access ' point; · 1>ut .t.hen ile· I~ 
to the Immigration Service that Vietrian( ~ : seem to 

. an~ adopf:ion agencyr ~es: ,~ co-.ope~ in' any pfan to 
.Th!!_ three lawyers want the ~.h'~ _,U.-C: .~- '.'If _yiet-
. .Jntemational Red Cross to col- nan{".:Otecl' to lift one fjnger 
.Ject all 'the information about - :-4'ri~_..·,,,statement through: 
the chiJ~ they cap get so ~tions theyre. ~ 'COO-
they can actively ~Jot P.ilt6:.(~'.,iwith-all ._ over ~e) torld 
ents and relatives. -they :JJfJY- .::,-(bey could do so_.:·.":,•. The 
the files have-names of-towns 'iact is, the P.R.G,, has ~bther 

' ' and ~ -,of -~~ in things en_ its mind." .J 
them;: The ' age11£ie( 4f7 _:jt_ M"~;--~n and · steams 
~d be .inhulJI~ to lmock Asay•Y-1etnam .will cooperatein 

::,:.;on · a mother's ·door and ask· the venturejf it is convinced ef 
f\er 'ti, '~ ~the ~ision to -~cim good f~th. They feel 
4\\.ve , -up •.her · child:- all over It is ~P to the ·o~iled Sta~ 'to . 
apin. .l'beir _proposai' .,;. to m.ake the ge5.tunf of gi~ ~e 
bave the Vietnamese ·Qov~.;_._ . - (Continued on Page 86) 



" ,.,v11 L, r-11. ; ~11.. "~:,a; ea or , ,ror'l left, .;01.o1 to i ~, o ,i.bal l, t hree- .. ,~ •.. ~·:Tt;:~i:zt•-'.,•:i·~: 
\, , month-old Mex lcan.•Amerlcan child and his father, Gary Ball ; Car• t:·, ·• .; , -1-il· · 1: · ·: 

rle Ball, nine-month-old ThaJ baby and her mother, Carol Ball; and · ·v . · 
.. •· -N~tali! s.~n,at,nber~ l,1;"1~0t~I~ .Jhal o.ddl r.- sl in th~ a s •· .,... · · 

Pit,:;, c:·:, {Jl'. ¼r: .,,J . ..,_'.,l!lli 
· · • • , , ,, i"ll • r · · :r · "· , • - p· • r )~\)~ · P-~c• ,' . ., -~7 

.~ ~lf~,iif; ·1~-"';N .~¥~·.t ~--:, , ~~--1 ,.z ·, y)~-~~~~lt.t: .. ~~\Bl::-:~: ' . ·· .. ,0.::1·:~~::l ~it ~r.t- .:r- ._, 
:·. J/~ ,..~~f-l!!;,~°'?" ' "• ;; ·, • .~,.,:.:1:.s.,,.:~I!( ;, ,,yt,.';l;>,,>.,iJ:j. l· 'i :~~:.ijt. . :.1 tR et,o::g· e'gs,Jmor~ -/a.,racri v.e;rs:; f ,it'- f,,:,~~ '~4~t)~'I/U'f';•'.. :•r. )~tf: •~; •:•:~• ·•,.- <': ·, ,. ';:~,~~~,r;i~~r, .N.,. 

t :-i Vietnahie~e refugees living : ~ •.·. ·::,f/:.1,j\~./ ,, ' . 
, 1n the Santa Barbara area and • ti ,<! :)ii~ M,l, it. 

their adootlve·famllies held an 'I'!'· 2:./.;!:;.,t~ .... ,1,. '. ./!, 
unusualu:,,',picn\~ll~~r~~\) ·.:t~ . r.~.,·.·--.;····t··•'··•.· ,.•'I·.,·· n,·.:·· .. ·¼!. -(~-Manning Park.' · .... , - ~ ;!ix ·. ! -' \ ' ·. , • 'A.!,'~-

.. 'The gathering was spon~ored _:; l ~i.~:ti ' , if~ ·• v·~ ·~·~ 
by local members of ~•d to t;'i:: -·;) { • ·:: f:f 
Adoption· of -: Special Kids '.,·v;,;_\ \ · _,1,_,~ , '.; :·.; );; . * . . .,.. ..... ·.Jf!·..J (AASK) and an organization of'~ ,#· •;11• •~ 

. 0 D \t.. :~\-! ' r~• adopting parents, · pen· oor- .· .. ~,t., ,. 1 Society of Santa Barbara .. t!:1'..' ' f \ -~1."...-•,1. 
The day'was also the first an- jf> -l!~r• i :,, 

niversary of .the "baby· lift'" ''~Y · l~,:,_, lJ. fl' • '7 • • • 

plane crasll 1ft Saigon airport ~".:·~ , ( 
during the U.S. pullout from -&nI•"iA :'i'~ .· . 1 
South Vietnam: And it - or the e· .~,. ·: '. ,'. 
arrival of the second plane in 1." ,. i · 
S!lit~' Francisco'. a ' year ago " . ~: ):. 
Wednesday ..;. ls, observed as a 1 i:; ~-:. t~ 
birth~ay for · several Of the in• . .,.,_".,, ... ,,.c~ t;' t: · ! .. 
fan~iiwho ,Jurvlved the crash 1tl.~: ·~J.( 
a.n~others now' .subjects of a -•'-1

•
111

"- 1 ;r,· ,;} 
co"n :rec1~r•t ~)iUe ,o~j;, adop- _ · · , . 
tlori rlght;.~ ,'. · ~"".I' . " ' . · ·.. /:_ , ·. : j • • ~ - l f,r , ; , , • · ~ monf ~, guests · were •·a - :;W':'.,.' 
number of the ·100 or so Viet,!, i)!.!.;,t.- ; 
namest> refugees living in the •. : .-, f ' • · · ·,/, ~: 
area and many families who ·, r_. ·, ' I 

have completed other earlier · I· t 
mterracial adoptions. ' ;.-f.f· ·. · 

;~uUhe R,~~n_cip!e reason for ,·, ,'.''l~~· .~ 
celebration -i+ >1ate ':March ,, ~1>~ •·· 
rulihg.:'"tn WJ'.~· dlstrl.ct 'court'~ r:J ~-r·:1 · 
:h~t a aul_t to .prevent.'adoP.tlon '1 -=; :--r.~·.i_ ·~ 
,r over 1,000 children flown. -tHIII ! ..; }J,·-: , 1 
'rom Vietnam last spring is not · , . . • :a ·:,; .! •"-~ .- •• 
1cceptab1e·asa'classaction- '·-':::.''.1 '··.:"'·1·,,, ,· ·~ . · .. · ,;..·(.,· .1.,-, ',''_ .) 
was · tinged ·,with anxiety ror ,. : '• SKATEBOARD COACHING SESSIONS are part of everyday life · ,• ·~ _-, .,_.: I 
amities such as the Lewis Bar- ,f, ,.- :· · now for Chi Long, 15, left, who came to the United States a year ago v·:·" ' 1 ·: .' -

_,_e1 ts : 1he James •~ieldses, ·t~e ·. ·1 ' . ·, from South . Vietnam. His I ife In the Lewis Barnett household Is. i · ,~;: . :.~ 
~dward . Da~rons, -the Dav1d_,t..,u ,,.,shared wlth1_ an:io,ng others, Jason·Barnett,.4, on skateboard . At r-ight .... . , ,,, : ' I 
elzers, the Harold. Sch\\'.alen- , · ',·· is Jeff DalrlroMa friend. ; · ·· ' · · · · ' 1 

· ' ·i.,. · .. '; :'· · ·i · 
,ergs, the Frank Elhses. . . r:. :, • .. · _ ·. : '. · , , -N .p h t · ; · · · lQese families, mahy . or ,, .. . . -1 . , •• ews ress. p o os . . i ! 

hom°t-had initiated proceed- -- ----- --- - .. · 
rigs ·to adopt long before the 
baby lift" · days/ ;roresee 

1on ths of waiting for a deci-
on on the appeal and perhaps , 
rars or expensive 1itigation in • 
1di'v ldual cases it qie ruling Is 
phel~ . , • . .. 
"What seems forgotten is 

iat our babies are human and 
e are human and our lives are 
terwoven." said Diane Bar-

.-11. Southern California co-or-
nator1 for · AASK: "We could 

1derstand a suit brought by a ' 
tural mother, but a suit , ) 

'.>ught on the chance that a 
•ural mother might now be r: 



k' aoop tmg parents , Open Door·~-
' Societv of ,San ta Barbara. '. ' ··-' 't\, 

' The day was also the. first an-JJ; • 
J nlversary of the "baby lift"·•tijl 
,-:.plane crasll 1ft Saigon airport 

during the U.S. pullout from 
South Vietnam: And it - or the 

1drrifal of the second plane in , 
Sfln_ )Francisco' . a ' year ago 
·.wednes·day - is observed as a 

lrth~ay for · several of the in• 
an~who ,Jurvlved the crash 

~'t~therf now' .subjects of a 
, f .ted~ra~}~:attle~Vf.r' ~dop~ ! tlgh'J1._ ,'. :~., i ,f,. . 1.' 

~ mona'! , ,.'guests . were ,' : a 
liwnber . of the 100 or so Viet~>, 
-nai:nese refugees living in the . 

, area and many families who ·. 
l have completed other earlier .. 
, interracial adoptions. . · .. I' : f.: ·: ·: 
4 ) ~ut\.the p~in;iple reason for , ' ,"','t~ •- :'. 
~ll!lb~tio~ ::1,~ ··1ate ·~arch ,· . :\".m;.i;~. ~ 
~G11nr·1n 1U,F distrl~t court i l J ~-:-·? " 
r th~t a suit to .prevent.'adoP,tion ·,,. ..:. ; -.: o: ~- ... 

. -.. • .:.'._' l 
of over 1,900 children flown 1.; ::.1'/i )J 

f 
trom Vietnam last spring is not ·':,l il .. , .. c· .- ,, 

acceptable as a ·class action - .-:•·< ,-;~t 't · , ·I 
was ' tingci! ·with anxiety for , ., SKATEBOARD COACHING SESSIONS are part of everyday life .... , . , J 

families such as the Lewis Bar- l'· . · now for Chi Long, 15, left, who came to the United States a year ago , . 1. • .• 

i netts ,'the James S~ieldses, t~e ·i ·1 ' from South . Vietnam. His life in the Lewis Barnett household is t 
Edward Damrons, the David -1 ·· shared with, all)ong others, Jason ·Barnett, 4, on skateboard . At r-ight _ . 1 
Seizers , the Harold Schw_alen: · '-' ·, ,'f' fs Jeff oafnro~f a· friend. ;· · ·· · • · · .. · · · ' 1 

· • ··.1., • . · · '" ; : 
ese families. mahy · of f, · " ' ·• es. the Frank Ellises .. . ·. r.. , .· .. , ; ··.. .-News~Press,photos ' ,.. 
m'1".Jtad initiated proceed- - - --- --- -

~ngs cto adopt long before the f b~by lift' ' · days, -' ~foresee 
.months of waiting for a deci-
sion on the appeal and perhaps , 
'years of expensive li tigat ion in ', 
individual cases .t the ruling is f uphe~. , • · · ., · 

·. " What seems forgotten is 
that our babies are human and 

•. we are human and our lives are 
' interwoven ," said Diane Bar-

nett. Southern California co-or-
dinator• for · AASK: "We could 

;·understand a suit brought by a I 

natural mother, but a suit ,J 
· brought on the chance that a ,; 

natural mother might now be r: 
able to take care of a child and 
wish to do so seems only1oppor-

. iunistic politics to us ." 
' Meanwhile , all the local fam-

' il ies ·("and we are not wealthy , 
pe_ople ," said Mrs.• Barnett ) 
can do is try to help raise the 

· several thousand dollars in 
; court costs needed to continue 

the ' court defense . And, of 
,course; . try not . to worry too 
'rouch. ~-li·~:- . ,,. , :' . ,, . 
~ ~it ': U1\- -+Jenny Perry , · 
~~1!!") ::-; \ ,. '. , l •,• .~ .... , .a 1 

~ • • I j _,;, 1 I 

• 
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Six month's later, a Baby lift chil 
I first applied to adopt a child with Friends 
of Children of Viet Nam in July of 1974. I 
applied to this agency because I had heard 
that they were placing children with single 
parents, and normally, because of the scar• 
city of children for adoption in this coun-
try, it's fairly difficult for a single parent to 
adopt a child . 

I originally applied to adopt a child who• 
was moderately physically handicapped 
and racially mixed, in the beli..:fthat such a 
child coi,;ld profit from being b;oubht to 
the United Stnlc~ and given the benefits of 
medical care and what-have-you that 
would be available here . 

After going through the preliminary 
process, the ;igency approved me as an 
adopli\'e parent in about January of this 
year . Under normal procedures, which 
would ha \'e taken about a year, I would 
have been sent a child's picture and story 
in advance and I would have had the op-
rion at that point of accepting the child or 
not. Instead, what happened was that one 
morning in early April I received a call 
from the agency's adoption supervisor 
who told me that they had a little girl about 
6 years old who was in good health, and 
that if I wanted her, they could get her to 
me that day . · 

Now this was a little sudden for me, so I 
asked if I could call back in ten minutes, 
which I did, saying that I did want the child. 
I asked what her name wa~ and what they 
knew about her. I was told that her name 
was Yan Thi Ila and that !hey would send 
her documents along in about a week, but 
that they were too busy to summarize her 

· story for me then. 
That evening I went out to Friendship 

Loose ends persist from the Vietnamese 
Orphan Babylift operation of last April in 
H.·hich a veal many of the air-lifted children 
apparently werrn 't lrf,!ilimatr orphans at all. 
(And thrrr is the possibility that many of the 
c/11ldrcn ha,·r hccn J;ii·rnfalsi/icd dorn-
ments.) Testifying before a Convrssional 
commi11rc on Oct. 8, Leonard Chapman, 
Commissioner of the /mmiva1ion and 
Naturali:ation Sen•ice reported that of the 
l, l 12 children flown here, 1,444 ha1·e been 
found t'lif,!ible for adoption while 133 have 
been found ineligible, and 545 investigations 
are pendinf,!. . 

Lisa llrodyaga is 0111' ador•111'1' parent ll'hO 
has been 1ry11111 unmccessfully to sort 0111 hcr 
child's tmc idrnti~\I and sil11a1inn . Ms. Bra-
dyaRa, 15, is an a11orney ll'ho fires in Wash-
ington, D. C. She spoke with Walter Mia le 
about the fwstrations of the last six mon1hs. 

Airport to pick her up . 
From the beginning she was completely 

unresponsi vc to her name, so I sought the 
help of an interpreter and we learned that 
her name was My Hang. 

We learned al so th:it she had a family-
incluJing a mother, a father, a grand-
mother, a great-grandmother, and a little 
sister. 

Now My Jiang h;is been here for about 
six month~ nnd rcrtoin thing\ arc iather 
obvious tom.:: . Fir~I, thcrc is no Joubl thal · 
she is not on orphon . Second, it seems that 
her mother ngrl'.:,1 to give her up only on 
account of the general hysteria about the 
Communists coming to pO\lo er; everything 
sugg(' sl~ that the Americans were playing 
on this hysteria . Third. there is nothing to 
indic ,1le that an ybody over here-either 
the agen cy or th e government- has any 
knowledge of wh o this child is or what her 
background is . And fin:illy, all of their ac-
tions with respect to this case indita1e 10 
me that they don '1 care, and that they have 
no interest whatever in locating My 
Hang 'smother. 

My Hang told us that she had been liv• 
ing at an orphanage near Bien Hoa for, as 
far as we can tell . about a year, before com-
ing to America. However, she made it very 

.clear to us that she saw her mother, who 
she says worked at the orphanage, con-
stantly, and had a very close, normal rela-
tionship with her, as she did with her baby 
sister. 

lncidentally,she told us that her sister 
was sent to the ll .S. also, but we have been 
unable to find any trace of her. 

My Hang describcJ to us being taken by 
an American doctor in an American car to 
an American hou~e. where she and her 
mother had a tearful farewell . lier mother 
apparently told her that she would not be 
able to come back to Vielnam soon, if at 
all, because "there wasn't enough money" 
to send her back. 

Now all this was upsetting to me, to say" 
the lea~t. I hnd. of course, expected-like 
the others who applied, I'm sure-to 
receive a child \I, ho was a bona fide orphan 
or who had been abandoned by her family, 
and abandoned some time ago-not a 
child \loho had a family until the moment 
she was released for adoption . Further-
more, I don't think we can say that My 
Han~ was abandoned at all. I think her 
status would he qucstionahlc bnth mornlly 
and lt:gall)•. even if we hnd II signed rcleu~c 
for her . It seem~ that Amcri,am were in• 
volvcd in spreading the belief that children 
of mixed parentsge-and we don't know 
whether My Hang's natural father was an 
American or not-would be killed by the 
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still hangs between two worlds 
Communists. I Anyway, my anxiety increased as days 
,went by and I received no documents from 

A flcr a while I tried calling Friends of lthe agency. 

'\ t · Children of Viet Nam but the phones at ·--------.-..;..-i. 1that point were being answered in the 
··r..·i, ,·._-.., ·· -~-.~ ·, ;_..· , ,homes of volunteers so that it was im-

,.,...,:{,-.,.~:~-~•~>\.(_-t,1.'2l possible to get through to anyone in a posi• 
· · ·· · · hion of responsibility or anyone who had 

., . .... . •• ,A.,. .. ..,. ~.,.,, 4,,, ··~ ?ny access to information. The volunteers 
__, ..- .• •---·· . ~ ·--·ere all very sympathetic, and each time I _. . '° ·· . .rJ.. > .called they assured me that someone 
, · '\•_ .~·- ·· :would call m.e back in the very near future, 

···• · ... ,....; .,_. . · ,, :but no one ever did . Fin ally, I put it all in ··: ·.·' r· , {writing and sent them a letter. Agai n I 
-., - . . • , ....... .. • ..... ~,,, .•• . !:received no response. 

I '- \..--

And so it went. 
! finally. after about six weeks I got 
, through to a respons ible off1ci:il of the 
. agency and I was assured that they did 
.have a signed release for My Hang and I 
;was assured that her name was in fact Van 
:Thi Ha. that My Hang was undoubtedly a 
.second name which she had been given in 

, '. : the orphanage, and that it was common for ,;:.,_ ·.·.,.. · · ·· /.-.'.- ~•· -, · · i children to have two names. 
· ; . · ·. . . . . J (This ~uestion of her identity h:is never 

- 1 IP I been cleared up and subsequent develop-
r_ ·, -,<i, ., ~, •. · ,.·,.•.• .. -( : , ·,- .·' -l men ts have only co.nf uscd it still f ~rthc.r. 
;:_>,:. ~'.;.:• .... /r'.: ;~·,-.,~~. ::-, • / "'-J Months later I received an affidavit wh11:h 

stated that My Hang and Van Thi Ha were 
•----•------.. "one and the same child," and shortly I l after that the executive director of the 

% 1.P ngcncy told me that another one of the 
vr\ :children hroiight over was named Van Thi 

;V\i'-"'. A,l' I Ila and that the correct interpretation of 
ri~ f'V" · j the statement in the affidavit was th:it My 
II , ll an g was 1101 Van Thi Ila. On top of this, a 

• .• .. • .. • .. •.•,,•. • . • • .. •-•·•.'. • .• -•.-•.-. - .- .. , couple of weeks ago My llang told me that 
:;,:· -:,; .' ,~ :; : ,.·,, · ·,. · ,. ·",her name was \/:in Thi Ila after all, hut -....... .,... .. ... ,.., '-"t..,~,~r.· , .. w'! 

• I , . "i ":~• •tt -. ~.,. .;. '-' ,.,~ ,._ J si nee then she has been inconsistent on 
• --.•.~ .,~....., 1.'.>¥ •. '· :·~- ·..: ·• ·• 1 this and I just don't know what to make of 

Ii I.) Anyway. :i~:iin I was assured that I 
· would be gctt in~ all the nccc~.sary docu-
ments in another week or ten days . And 
again, nothing happened. 

At about this poin t I made contact with 
the people in California who were in- . 

: volved in a suit to force the Department of 
...... ~, .... ·- _.. Immigration to investigate the children to 

• ·• • • • • • "•• - .. • •1 determine how many of them were not 
here legally, and to make an effort. on 

: behalf of those who were not. to locate 
1their fam ilies and to send them home . 
! This suit was brought as a result of the dis• 
1 covery that many of these children were 
1 not orphans. One aim of the suit was to try 

r - · ... j. to get immediate action for those children 
-------..... ----.;...~--~::;:_--A_ who would have to be sent back, but the 
~l'-:;....,-.,,_ . . .• •. , · .. · · • . , suit itself was proceed ing with all the 

.L'::..-/·:.-'.- --.:.,..~-.... ...._ - :,,_ ' speed ofa rather groggy snail. 
. -i> .. / r .r;~. ~-~-\~· ~c,., ... ~-.,- ... c 

· " •• !•-: · - · ..... ':.,,J.,t.:-. ...... <- ·-<-:,-:-.--:,·. ., . .. 

• 

The point at which I became involved 
with it was at a hear ing where we brought 
evidence that any children who would 
have to be sent back would be irreparably 
injured. psychologically and culturally, if 
they were kepi here longer than six 
months . And of course the six months 
have now elapsed and there are still no 
prospects whatever of repatriating thcrn . 

Meanwhile, the children arc forgelling 
their native language, they are forgetting 
who they are and where they came CF?rn 
Th ey arc cut off fr om their natural 
mothers in the most fmportant years of de• 
velopmcnt, and when they arc repatriated 
they will face the shock of another separa-
tion , a separation from their adoptive 
parents. And it's not going to be easy for 
them to reunite with their families . I think 
their identities arc going lo be pretty well 
fragmented , like Humpty-Dumpty . 

In My llang·s making a 
deliberate effort to maintain her native 
language and her awareness of her mother 
and family as far as possible, so as to keep · 
a sense of continuity in her life. · 

I've also taken my own steps to try to 
contact My Bang's family in Vietnam. I 
filed an application with the United Na-
tions Commission on Refugees and I have 
also made efforts lo ma.kc con-
tact with the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of Vietnam through their 
embassy in Paris . We sent My Bang's pic-
ture and a fact sheet.and I hope that they . 
will be distribuled through the women's 
union over there around the area near Bien 
lloa . So far, though, l h:iven 't heard any-
thing from anybody . 

Sometimes I get the feeling that I'm sit• 
ting on n desert island with an ine>.hausti-
blc supply of bottles and paper and that 
I'm ju.q writing distres,; messages and 
~end ing them out, and I have the feeling 
th:it people who rc:id them will say, "Oh, 
how touching!" but that nothing will hap• 
pen . 

I feel that My llang's mother has a 
right lo say what she feels is best for her 
ch ild, that at the very least the mother has 
to be given 1he opportunity to make that 
decision . 

My Hang asks regularly when she's 
going b:,ck . Is she going this week. is she 
goin g next week? I've seen her go to the 
telephone and dial a number al random to 
call her mother. 

It's such a frustrating reeling . It seems 
like nobody is doing anything and she's 
beeQ here six months . It's just cruel to 
keep her here and then send her back, and 
the longer she's ~ep\ h9rc1,the more cruel 
it becomes. 1 0 
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THE NATION 

REFUGEES decisions, is asking for a case-by-case re-

T~e Bitter Legacy of the Babylif t 
view of each child 's background. A dis-
trict court in San Francisco. however, 
has ruled that no class litigation for all 
the children is lawful: if individual re-

"When am I going homer asked 
twelve-year-old Ya Hinh, just eight 
weeks after arriving in the suburban 
New York home of Janet and Louis 
Marche::e. Hinh . called Keith by the 
Marcheses, was one of some 2,000 Viet-
namese children airlifted to the U .S. in 
Operation Babylift as Saigon fell to the 
Communists in the spring of 1975. He 
had learned to say '·mother;' "father" 
and a few other English words quite 
quickly. But Mrs. Marchese, wife of a 
New York City policeman. was torn be-
tween her desire to adopt the boy of-
fkially and her awareness that his real 
mother might want him back. '·Keith 
loves it here, but he misses his parents:· 
she explains. '·He has lots of nightmares. 
I think about how it would be if he were 

I' -,. 

-·~ -_,;; .. 

or starvation. Operation Babylift was views are requested, they must be grant-
created out of humanitarian motives on ed by the appropriate local courts. This 
all sides. Yet it has left a legacy ofuncer- ruling is being appealed. The ambiguity 
tainty. considerable bitterness-and a hurts all parties. 
legal situation as tangled as the emotions Very Bad. Ha Thi Vo, a Vietnam-
that swirled around the war itself. ese mother who gave up three sons dur-

ln the rush to get the children out ing the babylift, is now living in Cal-
of Viet Nam. there was often no great ifornia , where she is fighting to regain 
concern about technicalities like proper them. She found her youngest child. 
identification or release forms from par- Tung, 3, at an adoption agency. But 
ents. Recalls Bobby Nofflet, who worked since he did not immediately recognize 
with the U.S. AID agency in Saigon in . her, agency officials said~he could not 
those hectic days: "Three. six. nine .ba- / take him. "They call me a liar," she s:iys . 
bies would be left in front of the agen-i/ "They make me feel very bad.'' 
cy. mothers begging us to take them. In Forest City. Iowa, Johnny and 
There were large sheaves of papers and Bonnie Nelson feel they h:1\"e the right 
batches of babies. Who knew which be- ·to resist the claim of Doan Thi Hoang 
longed to which?" Children also were Anh, who lives in Great Falls. Mont.; 
dying of malnutrition in the orphanages she insists she is the mother of the four-

• J" 

I 
"t ··· : , • . .. . ... , - , 

•! ,.· -: .. :.· :, .. .._ ... i . . 
. : -:-- - • >-; ·;- • . j ~· ... . ~., . . , 

.. .,. ... ..... ii> ,.. ____ ....., _____ ..._ _____ ....... 
llSA BRODYAGA WITH ADOPTED DAUGHTER MY HANG IN SAN JOSE, CALIF. HA THI VO WITH PHOTO OF SONS 
Out of humanitarian motives, a legal situation almost as tangled as the emotions that swirled around the war itself. 

my child , and I break into a cold sweat." 
Unlike many of the Americans who 

have taken in Vietnamese children, Mrs. 
Marchese is earnestly trying to find 
Keith's parents. 'She has spent some 
$500 on telephone calls to the Red Cross, 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service and many refugee camps, with 
no success. "It's very cruel to keep a 
child if his parents are looking for him," 
she feels. Similarly futile attempts to find 
the parents of My Hang. 7, have been 
m:ide by Lisa Brodyaga, 35, a lawyer in 
San Jose, Calif., who has adopted the 
girl. She contends that adoption agen-
cies show little interest in helping. My 
Hang arrived in the U.S. with no iden-
tific:.tion papers at all. · 

Batches of Babies. The anguish of 
Viet Nam lingers-for the American 
families seeking to adopt the children 
they have come to love, and for an un-
known number of Vietnamese parents 
now seeking to regain custody of chil-
dren they sent to the U .S. as "orphans" 
to spare them from a possible bloodbath 

TIME, MAY 24, 1976 
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at the time. "When you see that. you 
don't care what goes on; you just want 
to get those little kids out.'' explains 
Anna Forder. a St. Louis lawyer who. 
as a social worker in Viet Nam, was fa-
miliar with the orphanages. 

The result is chaos. as the U.S. Im-
migration and Naturalization Service 
and local U.S. courts try to determine 
whether specific Vietnamese children 
are legally eligible for adoption by the 
Americans who have taken them in. So 
far , the service has declared 1.671 chil-
dren eligible, based either on signed re-
leases from a parent or on affidavits from 
Vietnamese swearing that the parents 
are dead or the childrei;i have been aban-
doned. Another 353 children have been 
ruled ineligible. 

The New York-based Center for 
Constitutional Rights. meanwhile, has 
filed a class-action suit on behalf of all 
the children who may not in fact be or-
phans, including those who have been 
ruled eligible for adoption . The center. 
challenging the validity of the service's 

year-old Vietnamese child they call Ben . 
Says Mrs. Nelson: "At first I was trying 
to look at it> as if I were in her shoes. 
But we couldn't just give him away to 
someone claiming to be his mother with-
out any proof." When both sides went 
into court over Ben, Mrs. Nelson decid-
ed, "Ifhe reacted to her in a loving way, 
ifhe knew her and ran to her, we would 
know she was someone whom he could 
accept and love. But Ben was in €>1un 
with us the entire day, and when she 
walked in and called his name, he 
looked up, then went right back to his 
coloring." Nonetheless, a district court 
in Iowa has ruled that the Nelsons must 
give the boy up; they are appealing. 

Le Thi Sang, 32, a Vietnamese wom-
an now working as a hotel cleaning 
worker in Ohio, is seeking her son. Le 
Tuan Anh, 7. who lives with a Califor-
nia (amily. Says Sang: "I telephoned , but 
the other lady says she doesn't want me 
to talk with him. She says I must speak 
English, and I do anEI she answers for 
him. I cry. I cry.'' 
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Jam ·babylift' just that il 'dr 
ij 

PRG builds system 1other faces court 
21.ttle ·to claim son 
RAS A GUSTAITIS 

'· FRANCISCO (P J\JS) 
'Ii i \'o searched for months 
1~ h bureaur.ratic mazes be-

lie l<!arrwd thut her threc-
11 .l son \ \':JS in th e care of 
,f the "orphan Bahyli ft " 
:,•s. Dut \,·hen she found 

-1 11' was told she could not 
· !i1 m: he mig ht be better 
1·. 1th his new American 
,•;i ts." 
, , one of more than a dozen 
,-l'~ in this coun try known 

.. el,,ing re turn of children 
,.,J here in the panic of the 
" ' s of the war. She is one of 
ti who must face co urt ac-
r , he expects to be perm it-
:l'l rnion. 
· ·na ny other Viet na mese 
, rs with half-Ameri ca n 
, :, , Vo feared for the Ii ves 
r th ree sons when the 
1 regime was collapsing 
t nt them to the United 

, fur their safety. Through a 
•. she sai d, she met an 
11 a n n amed Dick who 
I to take her oldest sons, 

11,· Kha11h, 7, ·and Vo Anh 
:i, if she s igned a release 

11 . She did . 
,•,t; hbor bound for the Un-

itr•s agreed to take Vo Huy 
'hen 2, ;i s he r own so n, 
an assumed name. For 

• signed noth ing , she said. 
, :~e lf managed to fl y o ut 

t hereafter. From Travis 
1~r ,i Base she c:alled Bill 
.1 !· lying T iger pilot shf''d 

1 '--.iigo n . He had offered to 
• • Jq• managed to get to this 
, . l'opp d ecided to s pon-

:.n 20-year-old si,,ter, a 
'!Hi th[) cousin's six-

d buy . All came to live in 
·11 e near Los Angeles, 
1J hs and, toge ther , put a 
ll, ,,·ment'on u house. (In 

Pop p said, Vo had been 
,f house ho ld for an cx-
l.1mily of 13 .) 
i'o pp's he lp , Vo sought 

1s . After many ex pensive 
, !:,nee phone calls, Popp 

• 
1 r v ~ncd_ throug h the 
:· inn al Rear :ross where 
7i-orJcsr1io)-:,;~.ere and 
'"C d that the youngest 
'h Friends o f Children of 
1 { f'C: \'N ). The neighho r 

who had brought him. Vo sHicl, 
had given him to the agenry. 
expecting t h.t t he'd be cared fo r 
u n til h is nrnthpr could claim 
him. Rut the agPncy, armed with 
a.rclensP. papl'r \'o nc \'ur signeJ. 
had plu< ed the youngster in a 
home for adoption. · 

A .LETTER AND i\ VISIT. 
Throu~h rc:vN, a !Pttcr a rrived 
for Vo from "!Jo band Joan." who 
had had lwr ch i Id fo r 10 months. 
II told \ 'o that her son was not Vo 
Hu y Tung now bu t Bruce Dono-
van, tha t he Joyed going fishing 
with his "daddy," that hb good 
behavior ·· s till gi,·es us great 
pride ," tha t " he can -coun t to 
nine, he knows all the basir co l-
ors." 

"\'\'c think vou should st1e 
Bruce," the rn~ple wrote. "That 
way we both cou ld ,<!e his fecl-
ing.s. If l,y chance he does no t , 
remember you. \,·c think it 
would do h im great harm to 
leave us. \'\'e r.an' t hPlp bu t foe! 
that he wut1 ld think\\'() had re-
jected him. Then, o n the ot he r 
hand , if he did remember you, 
we foe! it would bf1 , \ rnng for us 
t o keep him from you c,·cn 
though it wou ld hurt gn•;it1y." 

Vo fl ew lo 0en\'c r nnd was 
tnk e n to a room \\'here five 
strnnge ddults fared her ,,·i th h,:r 

(. child . ,\ft, !r f, !1,· 111i1rnt ,,~ Jn a 
high]~, tense sifiidtion, the au-
tho riti es now i!1 charge of the 
boy dPcid t>d h,J did nnt rP r og-
niw his mnth<)r. 

"They don't give him to me," 
Vo said in an interview. " I ask, 
give me a chance to see th e boy. 
A fow m inu tes . To µl;i)· with 
him. They say, mayhc the k id gPt 
hurt . J sav. J d on' t h u rt thP bov." 

She \\',;snot 1wrmittcd to h·old 
him, slrn sc1id. "Tl1P.y say, heh.is 
good home now, good mothrr. 
good father. I h;i,·e g,.>od hom·f!. 
guod, mothc•r . :--Jot f.Jthcr. Th il t J 
don't ha,·c," \ 'o said. "They say, 
birthmother m1!iln nothing ." 

"I ask, '\\'h en th ey te ll the boy 
tha t he has a mother?· Thev 
didn't answe r. " · 

Vo said she was shown a papP r 
sa yi ng the hoy wa s declared an 
orphan April lG. She said she 
then showed the FCV~ offirials 
a photograph of her holding lwr 
son April 19 . 

cn;:inue, I on pngr .1 

of childcare centers 
By LINDA HIEBERT 

SAIGO:\1 (PNS)- As the Vi etnamese near the end of th e ir 
first year of pea r e in dccadP.s. the story o f ~1c m illion-plus 
home less ('hildren u n touched by t he Am er ican babylift is 
hrcoming rltiM. . 

Th P f'r<1\: 11,n nl Rm·n!uti onary Covcrnment (PRC). start- • 
ing with 1 :rn orµh.inages left from wartime. is building a 
nationwirlf' svstem of c h ildcare centers to provide homes 
for ;i 11 1,· ho nee d care . 

Tra n Thi \1y, in charge of four orphanages in Saigon, to ld 
P,'\S th;it t hr: !'RC is asking" neighborhood administrations 
to locate. fer:d nnd clothr" children still on the streets until 
enough rhildrarf' cente rs can be built. Thousands of chil-
dren a re alrrady in o rphan;iges. 

In addition, the PRG is pushing a program to help un-
employed people move out of Sa ' Qn to settle in "new 

povP.r ishrd b\' the wa r, gave up t1 ren because they 
ec:onomic Hrcas" in the countryr -~an y famili es, im-

could not longer feed them. Tr. s the new pro-
grdm w ill enable th ese fomi.lics ·~ : their c hildren 
ag,1 in. 

,\t the chi ldca re cen tr rs now in operation, most of the 
pre-PRC. di recto rs and stdff a rc still a t their jobs. But My 
explains that they arc bl!ing trained to change their attitude 
from one of simp le ca re fo r the child re n to one of personal 
r!'sponsibility. taking the role of second mothers. 

DP.spitP. th e ne\\' progra m. the effects o f the war remain 
ever µresent. ThP go\'Crnmcnt , short o f funds, can supplv 

conlinucd on page 3 



)£ 
mother faces court battle 
conlinu,:J from pogo l 

Vo left alone, with the advi ce 
that she see k a lawye r if s he 
\\·anted to fight for her son. 

AGENCY POLICY. FC\I N of-
ficials refused to comrnr.11t on 
Vo's case. In expl;:iining the 
agency's ge nera l policy, case 
w ork supen·isor Marc ia Schoc-
ket quoted from a book sht: goes 
bv , in which the autho rs main-
tain th;it " It' s the psyc:h o lu gic:.:il 
pare nt'. not the bio logical pa-
rent" who is important to the 
child. 

" If thore's no rr.collec.tion," 
she said, "there can ' t be a co n-
tinuan ce of the same relati o n-
ship. There could on ly be a new 
relationship . It was obvious afte r 
15 minutes to half a n hour in two 
ca~es that the bio logica l parent 
was just another person in the 
room to the child." 

Agency procedu re re qui res, 
she said, that whr.n a bio logic,il 
mother seeks a ch i ld 's return. a 
social \\'Orl-..e r be sen t to ";is~r:ss 
her financial situatio n , living 
s ituati on ." Thi s informat ion is 
given to the 3doptive family who 
may th en opt to ret urn the ch ild. 
If not, a cou rt may h;ivc lo ~Pille 
the issue. 

" V\'e fop! .confi dent we'n: ob-
serving sound social wo rk prac -
t ice ," Sc hocket s<1irl. Asl-..ed if th e 
authors of th e book she got~s by 
co nsi dere d cross-c ultur;il ;idop-
tio n, she said "not rca llv ," hut 
indicated that was not - a c ur-
rentl y relevant factor. 

ETH NI C IDENTffY. 1\mo ng 
those who think the issue o f c u 1-
ture is highly .relevant is Or. 
Joseph John Westermevcr. a 
psychiatrist whose experience 
wit h In d ian c hildren rearPd in 
white homes. taug h t him to ex-

p<'cl great tu rmoil fur them -
not in the early \'f!ilrS. but later in 
adolescence. "whr n so'-icty de-
nies th r- m th e social <1nd Pthnir: 
identitv lo whi c h thev have suc.-
cess fully ad,1pted." · As teena-
gers, he explaine d. they arc 
puni_slw d or sough t out because 
thry arc Indians. Yet they tend to 
idl'n tify as white. 

Similar c,pl!rience is report e d 
hy Joyre Ladner. a sot:io log ist , in 
her study of lrans-rncial .:ido p-
t ions. 

130th \\'c ster meycr and Ladne r 
urge that th e \liPln;imese chil -
dren be reunitrd \\'ilh their 
families \\'hrncvrr possible, o r a t 
lrast be plan!d in o th e r Viet-
namese honws . They have s ub-
m itt e d .iffid :1vits to district cou rt 
hem , where a su it in behal f of 
Vietnamese chi ldren has bee n 
dragging _o n f1 ,r many months. 

TIP OF THE ICERE RG? Tom 
\1i ll cr, an <1llor11£!'; for the c hil-
c,lren in 'ihdl s1 !.i.J_ sa\;·sml7Tii -
lnown numlwr o f \ 'ir>tn.imcsl' 
rrfuggc>e f.1rnilies arP in \' o's 
posi ti on. Tht' dozen or so w h o 
ha·;c mad,, tllC'1nsPh'r's known to 
l:irn and lht! C:Pnler fur Constitu-
ti onal Rights . "·hich is bac kin g 
I he sui t , llld\' IH' 01111· I ht! tip of illl 
iccbPrg. hP ,.iid. 

1\t th e Sta le Department. 
Frank Sic> \Trl~. drputy coor-
dinator for h ~1man itari an affairs, 
disag reed . He sa id the vast 
majority of the ch ildren brought 
here as orph<1ns arc, in fact, o r-
phans. 

One r e fug ee woman who 
s1iarched for her son hNe man-
;igerl to get hi rn bark after a court 
fight th;it cos t S4500. Few re-
fugees can afford such sums. 

A few o lder children w ere re-
turned to nalurnl parents \·olu n-
larily by adoptive p;irrnts who 
wc:re moved l.iv the children's 
joy al seeing th e.i r fomilics again. 

Vo now h opes that t1ic m ;i n 
rrnrned Dick in \1 assac hu se tts , 
\,·ho has her oldest boys. \\' ill 
permi t her to see the m and that 
they, being o ld enough, ca n set-
tl e with her. She is preparing for 
il cou rt battlP to reclaim h e r 
youngest. 

"There aren't many villains in 
this s tory. ·· comme nted Popp, 
who was echoed b) others rPprc-
sen ting conflicting p oi nts of 
vi ew . It comes down to a·choicc 
based on il vul u e judgment: \\'ho 
isrn titl ed to judge the childre n's 
hes! interes ts? 

As long as th.i t que~tion goes 
unsettled, th ese children and 
tlwir fomilics \\'ill remain vic-
tims in the la s t b;ittle of th e w.ir 
that P\'Cryone \\·unts to forget. 

... 
Copyright 197fi, l'ncific ,'Jews 

S1·n·ice. Roso Guslnitis, 11011· a 
_free/once ll'rit rr i11 Son f'roncis-
co, \\'Orkeri for 10 rears os o staff 
reporter first fo r th e Washingto n 
Po s t ond later for thP Herald 
Tribune. 
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One Couple's Fight to Keep Th• 
By Joan Chatlield-T:iylor 

Kathy and Dale Strand of Altoona. 
Wisc., came to San Francisco this week 
to fight to kN•p the three \ ·ietnamese 

· ·children they took into their home 
during the orphan airlift la!>t :\pril. 

The three children - Rebekah, 7, 
Rachel, 5, and' Aaron , 2 - have been 
named as the plaintiffs in a lawsuit that 
claims that they are among many 
children who arrived on the airlift 
during the U.S. pullout fr om Vietnam 
and were placed in American homes in 

. !>pite of their hadng par('nts in Vietnam 
able 'to care for them. 

The Strands brought the ('hildren 
herC' to participate in an inter\'iew to 
d etermine why tht' Y \INC sr·nt to the 
Vnited States and ,1hether 1ht•y ,1ish to 
return. The lnte rviL'\I did not takL• 
place, and they have _!>incC' returned to 
Wisconsin. 

According to their lawye r, Paul 
Metzger , Muoi McConnell, the Vietnam-
ese nurse ,1 ho was schC>duled to do the 
interview, .was out of town. Tom Miller , 
the lawyer for the opposing side, ~aid 
that he learned only last Friday that the 
children wPre coming and there was 
not time to get a child psyehologM 
versed in the case to do the inter\'lew. 

It was one more frustration for the 
Strands. After almost a year of legal 
maneuvering, they are no closer to 
knowing the. fate of the children. 

The children themselves are ra-
,diantly happy and ebullient, chatty in 
English and clearly fond of the solid, 
kindly couple they call Mommy and 
Daddy. They wC>re noisy and energetic, 
running from room to room in a suite at 
the Westbury Hotel as the Strands told 
their story. 

It began five months bC'fore:• the 
babylift, in December, 1974. ,1·hen they 
applied to adopt a Vietnamese child. to 
add to their family of three biological 
children and an adopted Korean girl. 

- Late in March of last year thC>ir 
'clpplication was approved, but the fall of 
South Vietnam to the Communists had 
already begun and thC>y had little hopC> 
that there would bt> a child available for 
them . 

On April 15, 1975, Dale Strand. a 
certified public accountant. recei\·ed a 
phone call at his office, asking whether 
he would be willing to take a family of 
three Vietnamese children who had just 
arrived in San Francisco. Two days later 
the children had arrived at the Strand<,' 
house in the countryside outside of 
Eau Claire; Wisc. 

The children settled in happily, and 
everything v.as fine until last May, 
when an Immigration Sen•ie:e officer 
came to their house. 

"He dldr.'t sa~· nlllch . hut \\t' knew 
something was umiss. On lht• ~(•1·01HI 

be eligible for adoption . Later, as the 
chilclrt>n's mastery of English grew, 
thl' Y talked about th <:ir lifl' in Vietnam. 

"They wt->re a close family, and say 
good things ,;bout their mothl'r, and 
they were concerned about a little 
brother v. ho died. 

, "They have never said that they 
wanted to leave us. They said that their 
parents told them to come to the l 1niled 
States. Rebekah is quite frighte1wd of 
being separated from us. Whm she 
heard we w~re coming to San Franeis-
co, she made ml' promist>, cross my 
heart . that WP ,1oulcln't lean, thPm out 
here,'· Mrs. Strand rnn tinued. 

i\everth<·less, the Strands didn ·t 
want the children to be inter,·iewed 
v. ithout their being present. 

"I think that the wrong per~on 
would push too hard and frighten tlw 
childrl'll. We tell thl' l11 to be horH'st, 
that's part of their upbringing. \\'t' ft •(•! 
that v. e l'Ould · lll'Iµ this rather than 
hinder it. "• 

The Strands point to the fact that 
the childn·n ha\'e at least nine rC>latives 
in thf' l.1nilc·d States. including the 
childr('n·s aunt, \\hO ran an orphanage 
in Sai~on . ,ind was re'>ponsihle for 
bringing thl'm to this country: Accord-
ing to Matzger, these rdativl's agree 
that the whole family made the decision 
to send the children to Anwrica. 

The peoplt' who brought the law-
suit daim that parPnts may have made 
this decision in a slate of panic and that 
they should be gi\'en a chance to 
recon<,ider, now that life in Vietnam has 
<,labilized. According to :\latzper, the 
rl'ia1i\t•s who arc in the U.S. fl'f'i that to 
rnm,munlcatt• with the parc·nh m 1~h1 

tfee m, 

Double unit on left is 54" wide,' si 
12" deep. Compo'nent ~helves l S" 
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brochure. 
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\.1I11Ureu \ \ jJLJ utiJ\.l'U. UH UH.! ii!I'Hll 
during the U.S. pullout from Vietnam 
and were placed in American homes in 

. spite of their having parents in Vietnam 
able 'to care for them. 

The Strands brought the children 
here. to participate in an intrrview to 
determine why they were sf'nt to the 
United States and whether thf'y wish to 
return. The lntcn·kw did not take 
place, and they ha\' e _:',ince rf'turued to 
Wisconsin. 

According to their lawyer, Paul 
Metzger, Muoi McConnell, the Vietnam-
ese nurse who was scheduled to do the 
interview, .was out of town. Tom Miller, 
the lawyer for the opposing side, said 
that he_learned only last Friday that the 
children were coming and there was 
not time to get a child psychologist 
versed in the case to do the interview. 

It was one more frustration for the 
Strands. After almost a year of legal 

· maneuvering, they are no closer to 
knowing lhe. fate of the children. 

I 

The children themselves are ra-
,diantly happy · and ebullient, chatty in 
English and clearly fond of the solid, 
kindly couple they call Mommy a11d 
Daddy. They Wf're noisy and energetic, 
running from room to room in a suite at 
Jhe Westbury Hotel as the Strands told 
their story. 

It began five months bdoi-e1 the 
babylift, in December, 1974. when the3/ 
applied to adopt a Vietnamese child , to 
add to their family of three biological 
children and an adoptrd Korean girl. 
Late in March · of last Yt'ar their 
~pplication was approved, but the fall of 
South Vietnam to the Communists had 
already begun and thf'y had little hope 
that there would be a child available for 
them. 

On April 15, 1975, Dale Strand. a 
certified public accountant. received a 
phone call at his office, asking whether 
he would be \\'illing to take. a family of 
three Vietnamese children who had just 
arri\'ed in San Francisco. Two days later 
the children had arrived at the Strands' 
house in the countryside outside of 
Eau Claire; Wisc." 

The children settled in happily , and 
everything was fine until last May, 
when an Immigration Sen•ice officer 
came to their housf' . 

"He dldr. 't sa~• mu<'h. hut \11• knew 
something was amiss. On tlw sPt 'otHI 
visit, he said that one of our dlildrt ·11 
was listed ,in the lawsuit anti that \It' 
should contact a lawyt·r," reralll'd Ka -
thy Strand. 

That was the first indication they 
had that the three children might not 

• 

be eligible for adoption. Later, as the 
children's mastery of English grew, 
they talkC'd about their life in VMnnm. 

'·They were a close family, and say 
good things about their motht>r, and 
they were concerned about a little 
brother who died. 

·, "They have never said that they 
want~d to leave us. They said that t!]('ir 
parents told them to come to the L1nited 
States. Rebekah is quite frightf'nPd of 
being separated from us. Whf'n she 
heard we W€re coming to San Francis-
<'O, she made me promisl>, cross my 
heart . that wt> woulcln ·1 ka\'e them out 
here," J\lrs. Strand rnntinued. 

Nevertheless, the Strands didn ·1 
want the children to be inter\•iewed 
without their being present. 

"I think that the wrong per~on 
woulct push too hard and frighten the· 
('hilctrcn. We tell them to be horit' st, 
that's p;,irt of their upbringing. WC' frel 
that we could · hdp this rather than 
hinder it.··· 

The Strands point to the fact that 
· the childn·n have at least nine rC'latives 
in the UnitC'd States. including thf' 
childrc1fs aunt , who ran an orph~mage 
in Saigon and was responsible for 
bringing thf'm to this country. Accord-
ing to Matzger, these relativf's agree 
that the wholC' family made the decision 
to send the childrC'n to .-\mrrica . 

The prople who brought the law-
suit dairn that parf'nts may have made 
this decision in a state of panic and that 

. they should be gi\'en a chance to 
reconsider, now that life in Vietnam has 
stabilized. Acc-ording to l\!atzger, the 
relati\'('S who are in the l,; .S. fC'C'i that to 
eom1municat<' with the parC'nh mi~l:t 

· put t lll'rn in dan~•er of n•1 nhut iq11-, f rorn 
!Ill' <'lll'l'l ' llf \ ' 1d1;..i111 ll'j,{l!Jl(', 

"It's a dPdsion that thC'y nwllt• that 
they have to live with - tough as it is," 
said Dale Strand. "Do they have to live 
with it? Or are peoplC' all over the world 
going to br able to turn up and claim 

Double unit on left is 54" wide,' sin 
12',. deep. Compo'r1ent 5heTves 15'' ., 
the ingenious donish"H-U wall s~ 
teak, walnut or rosewood Come in-
brochure . 
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1>0 eligible for adoption. Later. as the 
ch11drcn·s mastery of English grew. 
they talked ahout their life in \'letnam. 

"They,_wl•re n close family, .ind say 
,cnod things nl>out thl'lr rnotlwr . and 
they wer<' con('erned about a little 
IJrother who died. 

"'They bavc nevt'r said that they 
\\'a nted to leave us. They said that their 
pa rents toltl them to come to the United 
:--tates. Rebekah is quite frighte1wd of 
hC'ing separated from us. \\"hC'n she 
hC'ard we wcrc coming to San Francis-
co, she made me promise. cross my 
hC'art, that we wouldn't leave them out 
here,'' Mrs. Strand eontinued. 

~e\·erthelcss. the Strands didn't 
want the children to be interviewed 
\\ it hot.It their .being present. · .. 

"1 think that the \\ rong person 
would push .too hard and frighten tlH' 
('hildren. \'v'e tell them to be honest, 
tha t's part of their upbringing . \\'e fed 
that wt' could · ht'lp this rather than 
hinder it." 

The Strands point to the fact that 
the children havl' at least nine rC'lat ives 
in the l:nitPd States. inducting the 
ch ildren's aunt, who ran an orphanage 
in Saigon. and was responsible for 
bringing them to this country. Accord-
ing to \latzger, these relatl\'CS agree 
that th~ \\hole family made the decision 
to.send th<1 children to Amerka.. . • ._ 

- ·:~:-.-- . 
The pcopil' who brought th<' law-

"uit l'laim that parents ma~, have made 
this decision In a state of panic and that 
they should be given a chance to 
rC'considcr, now that life in Vietnam has 
~tabillzed. According to Matzger, the 
rf'latives who arc in the l.:.S. fet'I that to 
( om.municate with the parents might 
put them in danger of retributions from 
tlw current Vietnam rPgim<' . 

"It's ;i dt>dsion that 11\C'y maclt• that 
they have to liH' \\ilh--tough as it is," 
~aid Dale Strand. "Do they have to live 
with It? Or arc pt>ople all over the world 
going to bl' able to turn up and claim 

alwavs dt-'SE'rve to b<'. I don 't think blood 
i" thicker than \\Utt."r . These p('()ple \\ho 
ha\·e brought this suit just don ·t know 
\\ hat an adopti\·e mother feels ... 

The Strands are also concerned 
that their children have become pawns 
in the grov. ing controversy about inter-
racial adoptions. . 

For the mornE'nt . the Strands are 
the onlv 'r:,mi!Y directlv concernE'd by 
the current l,iwsuit. but the decision 
about Rebekah, Rachel and Aaron . Is 
being watched QY hundreds of worried 
American parents whose Vietnamese 
children have still not been declared 
eligible for adoption. 
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' f'ligiblc for adoption. Later. as the 
11fldrcn·s . mastery of Engll~h grew , 
:lt' y talked about their llfe in Yietnam. 

"They_wt•re n close family. and say 
110d things almut thdr mothL•r, and 
ll' Y wer<' concerned ::ibout a little 
-other who died. 

"They ·have never said that they 
J nted to leave us. They said that their 
irents told them to come to the l'nited 
ates. Rebekah is quite frighterwd of 
ing separated from us. \\'hen she 

, ard we '\Yerc coming to San Fram:is-
'. she made me promise. cross my 
'a rt. that ·we wouldn't leave them out 
lTc.' ' Mrs. Strand c-ontinued. 

:--evertheless, the Strands didn ·t 
,int the children to be interviewed 
it hout their being present. · , .. 

"I think that the wrong person 
)tJld push .too hard and frighten thc 
il dren. We tell them to be honest. 
at 's part of their upbrlngi11g. We fecl 

,,i t Wt' could · hl'lp this rather than 
nder it." 

The Strands point to the fact that 
l' childrm h;.iv(' at least nine rt>la1 ives 

the l 1nitPd States, including the 
il dren·s aunt, who ran an orphanage 

Saigon and was responslblC' for 
inging them to this country. Acc-ord-
:! to :\1atzger, these relatlrns agree 
,:1t the v.hole family made the decision 
<end thfJ children to Amerka.... . · . 

··~:-.... •- J. --· . . • 

The p(•op!P who brought thP law-
t daim that parents may have made 

! 'i decision in a state of panic and that 
~· should be given a chance to 
·onsider, now that life in Vietnam has 
bi lized. According . to Matzger, the 

':ll i\'es wlio are in the U.S. fcel that to 
·11,municate with the parents might 
·t them in danger of retributions from 
· cu rrl'nt Vietnam l'<'i:!im<' . 

II 11'-II 

The Dale Strands with 
Rachel, Rebekah and 
Aaron 
thC'ir children on tlw basis that their 
situation has changed? 

Kathy Strand .said. "l think there 
are other pcopl!' 's rights to be consid-
<>r£>d . I feel that biological parents are 
held up on a pedPstal where we don 't 
always deserve to be. I don't think blood 
i'.-- thicker than water. These people v. ho 
ha\'e brought this suit just don ·t know 
"hat an adopth·e mother fe,.els ... 

The Strands are also concerned 
that their children have become pawns 
in the gro\1 ing controversy about Inter• 
racial adoptions. 

For the momC'nt. the Strands are 
the only 'ramily directly concerned by 
the current lawsuit. but the decision 
about Rebekah . Rachel and Aaron is 
being watched by hundreds of worried 
Am£>rican parents whose Vietnamese 
children have still not been declared 
eligible for adoption. 
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~other wants return of Viet :'orphan" in Adams County 
r . , . . "· , -~ l u.~ ,_ 

her that the newly t\arlted Brue~ loved going fishin~ psychological paren_t. not the.biolo-gical parent" who i~ ·,. · : S' ~f> _7 , 
.. with his "daddy.';that his good belfa~ior "still gives us important to the child . • . . ,. . • ,~ - I 

Hao Thi Vo searched ~or months through · .. ·great pride.- and that .. he i:an count-to nine. he knows "If there's no recollection,:. she said, ~here can't be a 
bureaucratic mazes before she learned that her three- · r,. · all the basic colors:: .··,/ :. · .. . . . · . continuance of the same relationship. There could only·· · -; •. 
year-old son was with on'e of the "orphan Babylift" · '._, · , · ··. The letter also saict.·r\Ye: ihink you·should see Bruce. · be a riew retationship. It was obvious after 15 minutes 
agencies. But when she at last round the boy, she was · : : That way yoµ could~ his feelings. If by charice he . . to half an hour in two cases that the biological parent 
told she could not have him: He mig•ht be better off · · ·:'.' does not remember you,' we think it would do -him' great was·just another person in the room to the child." 
with his new American "parents." · ·-' harm to leave us. We ·can't help but feel that he would Agency proce~ure requires; she said, that when a _ 

The boy. Vo Huy Tung, now lives with a family in - ,: .• , think we rejected him. Then. on the other hand, if.he .· '!' biological 111other seeks a ch,ild's return, a _social wotke.r' • • • 
· Adams County. Mrs. Vo knows only their first names, · did ' remember you, we feel it;wpuld be wrong for us t-o_ be -sent to "assess her financial situation; livihg . • . '. 
Bob and Joan. and that they have renamed her son . · · keep him from yo~ even though it would hurt greatly." situation." This informatiori·is given.to the adoptive · · . . , : • . 
Bruce Donovan. However. she now has an attorney in : ·· Mrs. Po(>p flew to Denver and 'was taken to the · family who may then decide to return the child . . , , 
Denver and is preparing to fight. to get her child back. · FCVN. office where five strange.adults faced lier, with voluntarily. If not, a court may have to settle the issue. ' · 

Vo (Who'has married ·recently and is now Mrs, Bill her child. After a few minutes in a highly tense "We feel confident we're observing sound social-work 
Popp) is one of more than a dozen refugees in this situation, the FCVN people decided he did not , practi~ ... Schocket ~id. , ~: 
country known to be seeking return of children shipped recognize his mother. . _. · Cheryl Markson says the adoptive.parents in this case .,_" 
here in the .panic of the last days of the war. "They don't give him to me," -Mrs:· Popp said in a - "Bob and Joan" - are only interested in what's best • 

Like many other Vietnamese mothers with half~ . recent interview_ "I ask, .give me a chance to see the for the child. · ' 
American children. she feared for the lives of her three · boy: A few minutes. To play with him'. They say, ·maybe There are those who contend\ however, that the 
sons when Saigon was collapsing and she sent them io . . the kid get hurt. I say, I don't hurt the boy." · "orphan babylift'' programs - FCVN, and Friends for • • ' 
the U.S . for their safety. Through a friend she said . she · She was ~ot permitted to hold him, she said. "Thiy , All Children. in Boulder. alt deliberately obstructing -.•. 
met a11 American named Dick wh.o agreed to take her . say. he has good home now. go~ mother, good father. efforts to return children to their natural parents . . 
olde11t sons. Vo Huy Khanh. 7. and Vo Anh Tuan, 5. if They say, birthmother mean nothing." . · One such person is Tom Miller,a .Ber\eley_attorney 
she signed a ·release for them. She did . Those boys now "I ask. 'When they tell the boy.that he has a mother'!' w~o heads ,the Center for Constitutional Rights. Miller 
·live in Boston. and she wants .them back. too'. They didn't answer." · · · · said that at least one agency official had signed an 

A neighbor bou~d for the U.S. agreed to take Vo .. Mrs. P~r,p said she was shown a paper saying the affidavit, _n·ow on file in the U.S. District Court in 
Huy Tung, the youngest. as her own son, under an • . boy w.asdeclared an orphan on April 16, 1975."S~e said · California, which says that names of Vietnamese 

·. assumed. name. _FQr 'him, Hoa Thi Vo signed nothing. she·then showed the FCVN officials' a photograph of children brought into this country at the emt' of the war 
she said . • . . - her holding her son in Saigon on April 19, 1975. · 0 were deliberately changed to prevent their Vietnamese -

1 

BY RASA Gd$1'AiT1s·an'd GAIL l)AULSON 

Mrs. Vo managed to fly out shortly thereafter. She . ,.. ··. She left the five-minute meeting alone, ~ith the parents from ever finding them," . 
contacted Bill Popp. who sponsored her. her 20,;year- · advice that she seek a lawyer if she wanted to fight for "We've run into an awful lot of cases where children •· • • 
old sister. il cousin and the colinsin's six-year-old boy. her son. · came in with double and triple identities - and some 
She married Popp after reacf:ting this country. Mrs. Popp took that advice and retained Richard without any at all," he explained. So far, only one · 

And the Popps began searching for her sons. After . . •... Hartman: Hartman said he has applied to FCYf\ifor Vietnamese mother has been able to get back-her child, .· 
many expensive long-distance phone calls, they learned · • the· name of the adoptive ·parents.· They haven't supplied according to Miller. _That was only'after a long coo rt " 
from the International Red Cross where the two oldest ., . , . -it yet, and Ch'eryl Markson. exe~utive•director of case which cost about $4500. 
boys were and discovered that the yqungest had been . -;,', FCVN. indicated the agency wouldn't supply it unless Miller maintains the adoption agerniies fllve much~t~ . 

, turned over to the .friends of Children of Vietnam. The required to do so by,court order ... To do otherwise lose. "If one child goes back. they may Jose their license. 
neighbor who had brought him, Mrs. Popp said. had ,; would be violating our rules of con'fidentiality,."' she ~, They're subject to civil and criminal ~uils'""tf it Can be -::. 
given him to the agency, expecting that he'd be cared . claimed, . proved they kno~ingly allowed adoptions of children -~ 
for until his 'llOther could claim him. · Meanwhile~ Hartman s4id, there has been no who were not orphans." One woman has arr-eady filed · !I:!· 
· But the agency, armed with a ' release paper _:. a adoption of the child. "We would _like to negotiate this a major damage suit asking $100,000 for '"pain and 

document Mrs. Popp said she··never signed - had . · situation." he said. "In Colorado. a natural mother has suffering" ·caused her by the agencies. 
placed the youngster in a Denver-area home for righ_ts, unless it can be prov~ that she's unfit, and that's Popp. too. maintains the thought of suing for pain 'i 
adoption. The boy hasn't yet been legally adopted, never been in question in this case." and suffering. has crossed his .-iind.

1 
hut adds. 2'Right · ";1. 

, however. However. Hartman said, if negotiations break down. now all we want is the boy back." , _ \ 
Through FCVN, a letter arrived for Vo from "Bob he is willing to go to court under the premise that the Miller maintains that not only arc the adoption 

and Joan" who had had her child for 10 months. It told adoptive parents ~re holding the child illegally. "We'll agencies opposed to reconciliation of families. hut so 
_____________________ . ge~ a writ of ~~beas corpus." ~e declared . But he also some courts. "Our judge here Ci!" California] is at . •f 

, ·-Raso Gustaitis it a freelanc-r wrlier in San Frandr . said he hopes it doesn't have to go that way: . lriend of Ronald Regan's -and sees ,hill whole thing (tu . ~. ,' . 
wlw 1t·urkedfur /0 years as" :ita,/l'reportt'r, .Jmt ,~; the . FC_V~ officials are~'t talking rh~ch about t~ case. In get children back ~o their pan:~,~] a~~n ,attempt to , :,,. t . 
Washingtol'I Post and later fur thr Herald Tribune. Gail · •. expla1~'.ng the a~ncy s general pohcy, casework . e~barrass the U.S. govern'!'cnt. He :nia1d th~t . : •. , . , " 

• •.• P11ul:1t,>n ;s ~/~«'~la_~« .":~i1rr in Dm,:er unc~_a.("'l".,'-'..!'! •· .. ..• ,;:;~o~ ::r:..~:::k~t ~:\e:.:r:~i:t ~:t~ __ ct ."~ ·• V'.~tnameserren_~~-.. may _th'.~,"} "?~~~~ ~JK:ir ch1ldrcil ;·, ., 
, twtr1l'ihtl.,o,: ~, stnragll~-~reet . .... . ......... . -·. ~~·- .......... ----~': ~". • ~. : ..... ": ~., - --~ -•.• r . · , . , . , ,•: . • . • • • , •• , ,, ·. · , : · • . . ........ . . " · • . , · ·• -'· . • · . .. : ... :·. ~ ... -'' -~-).: .t , ,9. :. ,." •.. .. tMrn.t, l't.-1 . ·J .. --;1..,:·, 

(' ... . . . . . . . . . 
~;•._•:--:- • .. ;._ •1~ "" ... · \\ .. · .. ' ... ~, 1u \., .:. ·\. .'-1,;1,.;~ - • :· 
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J-- rur1y oversnaaows custO 
I: By Gary Grimmond 

NorJI, Iowa News Director 

I FOREST CITY - Julie Nelson was 
the "birthday girl" and as Mrs. Nelson lit 
th\ seven candles on the cake Wednesday 
afternoon, Doan (Ben) Van Yinh, 4, and 

a dozen or so others burst into the "Hap-
py Birthday" sona. · 

But when It came to the "how old are 
you" part, uncertainty was on Ben's face. 
He looked for support to Mrs. Nelson. 

Ben-has been getting a lot of It from 

Bonnie Nelson, Ben, and daughter Julie; 
party guests are in background. 

Bonnie Nelson and her husband, Johnny. 
They are in a court battle over custody ol 
the Vietnamese boy, whom they obtained 
from an adoption agency during the rush 
of Operation Babylift. A . Winnebago 
County District Court ruling, before an 
appeal to the Iowa Supreme Court, said 
the boy was to be returned to his natural 
.mother, Doan Thi Hoang Ahn of Great 
Falls, Mont. 

But Wednesday afternoon was funtlme 
as Julie and her mostly first1irade friends 
celebrated with the tradlional cake and 
ice cream. 

, It took Ben a while to get used to all 
those· girls tromping Into the Nelson 
borne at the northwest edge of Forest 
City. His security seemed to be a fat. 
yard-long balloon that he was clutching 
under his anns. He batted Jennifer Sa-
gendorf with it and became one of the 
gang., . . . . . 

He held up his cup and called for 
"more jooose" when Mrs. Nelson raised 

, the large can of Hi-C. . 
· . He intently went about pla!'iting his 

marigold seeds in the :;tyrofoam cups of 
soil- that were part of the activities. The 
children will take these home, 'Said Jenni-

.. fer, :•and •watch them grow." 
1 · : ~etting out a "look, Mommy" squeal, . 
.... Ben pointed to his cu·p and Mrs. Nelson 
·-., asked him if he thought -the plant was 

• - starting to grow already. He smiled. 
· Ben ran to Mr.I. Nelson, pointed with 
panic to his. loosening name ttg and an-

- nounced iq almost perfect English, "It 
)von't stay on.'.' ·,. : ... . ,., .,_,_ ,_., _, .... _,_ 
:: A bright child used . to attention (al-

- ~though not the kind that has made him a 
· ·. tause celebre In Iowa), Ben became 
' ··'miffed when Mrs. Nelson failed to lmme-

·.diatly notice one sleeve of his ooat was In-
. side out as she helped him on with it. He 

·was going outside with the girls. ' :- · 
:' · "Ben worts well into new situations," 
said Mn,--Nelson, who noted how the boy 

·; .has been going to pre-school with the Nel-
son's natural son, Bobby, "The teacher 
said he just joins in with the singing and / 
activities," added Mrs. Nelson, who quot- \ 
-~ a psychiatrist as saying Ben became I 
adjusted quickly to his new life in Forest 
City with the Nelsons. · 

It was obvious Ben has a big attach-
ment for Mrs. Nelson, 28, a licensed 
practical nurse who works parttime and is 
originally from Milwaukee. Although he 
enjoyed the birthday activities, he sought 
her out frequently as she sat in the living 
room of their home telling why she and 
her husband - with Waldorf College and 
a f_onner sporn writer for the Albert Lea, 
Tnbune - were so determJned to do all 
they can to keep Ben. 

"We wouldn't be good parents if we 
didn't ask for proof (from Doan Thi Hoan 
Ahn)," said Mrs. Nelson. "If she Is •in-
deed is his mother .. . ," she continued as a 
hungry B~ returned from outdoors and 
patted her knee for attention. "You want • 
a fork? Can you get one yourseU?" 

About this time a little girl who 
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Bonnie Nelson and her husband, Johnny. 
They are In a court battle over custody of 
the Vietnamese boy, whom they obtained 
from an adoption agency during the rush 
of Operation Babylift. A · Winnebago 
County District Court ruling, before an 
appeal to the Iowa Supreme Court, said 
the boy was to be returned to his natural 
.mother, Doan Thi Hoang Ahn of Great 
Falls, Mont. · 

But Wednesday afternoon was funtime 
as Julie and her mostly first-grade friends 
celA!brated with the traditional cake and 
ice cream. 

It took Ben a while to get used to all 
those girls tromping into the Nelson 
home at the northwest edge of Forest 
City. His security seemed to be . a fat, 
yaro-long bailoon that he was clutching 
under his anns. He batted Jenniler Sa-
gendo~ with it and became one of the 
ganj!. 

He held up his cup and called for 
"more jooose" when Mrs. Nelson raised 
the tarRe can of Hi-C. 

He intently went about planting his 
marigold seeds in the :;tyrofoam cups of 
soil· that were part of the activities. The 
children will take these home, said Jenni-

. fer. :•and -watch them grow." · • · 
~-· · ~etting out a "look, Mommy" squeal, . 

·.• .. Ben pointed to his cup and Mrs. Nelson 
· -· asked him if he thought . the plant was 

· starting to grow already. He smiled. 
·· Ben ran to Mrs. Nelson, pointed with 
panic to hill. loosening name tag and' an-
nounced in almost perfect English, "It 

·_won't stay on." , .. ... •-" A•'· .. .... , . • ., . 

' A bright child used to attention (al-
·.though not the kind that has made him a · 
-'pause celebre in Iowa), Ben became 
'miffed when Mrs. Nelson failed to immP.-
_diatly notice one sleeve of his coat was In-
side out as she helped him on with it. He 
.was going ou~de with the girls. · ·. · · 
1 · "Ben works well into new situations," 
said Mn-.~Nelson, who noted how the boy 
.has been going to pre-school-with the Nel-
son's natural son, Bobby. "The teacher 
said he just joins in with the singing and ( 
activities,'' added Mn. Nelson, who quot-
' ed a psychiatrist as saying Ben became \ 
adjusted quickly to his new life in Forest 1 

City with the Nelsons. · 1 
It was obvi?us Ben has a big attach-

ment for Mrs. Nelson, 28, a licensed 
practical nurse who works parttime and is 
originally from Milwaukee. Although he 
enjoyed the birthday activities, he sought 
her out frequently as she sat in the living 

• room of their home telling why she and 
her husband - with Waldorf College and 
a fonner sports writer for the Albert Lea 
Tribune - were so detennined to do all 
they can to keep Ben. 

"We wouldn't be good parents if we 
didn't ask for proof {from Doan Thi Hoan 
Ahn)," said Mrs. Nelson. "If she is -in- I 
deed is his mother .. . ," she continued as a 
hungry B~n returned from outdoors and 
patted her knee for attention. "You want 
• fork? Can you get one yow-sell?" 

About this time a little girl who 
I 

y tignr 
bumped into a door came crying and 
usurped Mn. Nelson's attention. Ben. 
with polite resentment, watched as Bon-
nie cuddled away all the girl's te.ars. 

The crisis av~. Mrs. Nelson in even 
tones continued her story which she not-
ed is "long and involved' ' and caught the 
interest of the news media. Just before 
drivinll to .school to pick 'up the children 
for the party she bad a telephone call 
from the Nation.al Enquirer. 

"We just feel we're meeting Ben's best 
interest by fighting this until we can't do 
any more. When all possibilities are ex-
hausted and if he does go to Ahn in Great 
Falls then we'll know it's God's 
plan ... and we11 continue to love him ... " 

Looking out the large living room win-
dow with a bcge valentine heart around 
the word " love," the bookshelf with such 
titles as "Courage to Conquer" behind 
her, Mn. Neisoa conceded tha~ the cou-
ple's chances 'cf keeping Ben seem bleak. 

But, she m!:rmured a! BE-~ ra.'! from a 
friend and flung- himself in her lap,' 
"we're not discounting a miracle." 
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; DOAN THI HOANG ANH. CARRIES SON, DOAN VAN BINH, TOWARD CAR 
ii ' · They are fla,nked by Bonny and John Nelson and· "their two children. Mom· Redai~S Viet Child .. ' . 

~s Iowa C~uple Weeps . 
:: FOREST CITY, · Iowa -(AP)-

0

John children with the Friends of Children of 
;Ind Bonny Nelson said farewell to the. Vietnam orphanage. But she -refused to 

· ~ietname"Se boy .they hail tried to adopt, consent to their adoption .. ,fnd they wept as he drove off. with ~s Six of the children were brought to the 
tnother. But they plan to see hun agam United · States; the seventh was taken to 
ioon France. When Mrs. Doan arrived in the 
,.: "She invited :us to visit him on his fifth · United States as a refugee in August 1975, 
lirtbday, May 16," Nelson ·said ' Monday. five of the children in the United States 
fWe are planning on it." · were quickly returned to her. Diplhrnats 

Binh, 4, · had spent the past 18 months are. negotiating for the return · of the boy 
'7ith the Nelsons, who called him Ben. in France. 
~-hen his mother, Doan Tri Hi,ang Ahn, 
•...,,1, him h to G Fall M t THE NELSONS HAD begun adoption 
r,vn..... ome reat- s, on·• proceedings for Ben in May 1975. But the 

Jelson looked the other way and Mrs. 
elso.n hid her face. Both were sobbing. . Iowa Supreme Court ruled last month 

that,he must be returned tp his mother. r ~S. DOAN URGED her son to "Say -"There is no way, even in my own lan-
~by, say goodby." But Ben, who guage, to .e!'press .the way I feel when I 
wore a blue denim suit and a white cow- see my boy," said Mrs. Doan, 33 . 
. !,igy hat, climbed . into a waiting car · Mrs. Nelson blamed much of the heart-
'Monday without a word. ·break on the Denver-based · Friends of 

The Nelsons, who have two other Children of Vietnam. Mrs. Doan had con- ,, 
childreh, took Ben into their home after tacted the agency· two weeks after Ben I 
_he was brought to the United Sijites in was ·placed with the Nelsons, but the Nel-
the last days of the Vietnam war. sons. weren•·t told for six months. 

'Mrs. Doan, whose -husband was killed "The (agency- officials) weren't honest 
in_ the war, had ~scaped from the· (;entral ~• .with us," Mrs. Nelson said. "They should 1 Highlands to Saigon and left her seven : have been fr~k." · 

• 
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Wed., Moy 12, 1976, Denvet, Colo . 

. · · na warrant iuued ~!:, ~-

~r. yiefjrJ)hall-Sl)OftSOt -.. 
• •-.- - _:-_ __ .,. _....,.._,.., ,· ...;;,.- .,:-, I 

PlllLADEI.HilA (UPI) - lines to evade Pennsylvania 
Sara R. ~. who disappear- autho!ities. . .~:_,•,, . ._;,,, · 

. ed ·. with two Vietnamese cllil- ·.. ' 'This is not a tnlmtional kid-:l dren she bad sponsored~ · oaping case," said Assistant 
It Operation Babylift, is_ now _µ.s. Attomey·~y M. Mill~ 

wanted on federal · kidnap . er. '' All along 1t . bad the 
charges. . . · · • - , • . characteristics of a federal 

The girls' mother, -Duong Thi ··case. We jmt decided it was 
Yen Nga, 32,-has been awaiting time to bring the FBI in." 
word of her children in a Phoe- Miss C.Oner · and the girls, 
Dixville, Pa., apartment near Mai Yen Ph~, 5, and Mai 
Miss C,oner's oome. Yen Thanh, 12, were last seen 

The FBI, anned with a kid- April 'El . Miss Coner's mother, 
nap warrant, Monday entered Katherine, picked Phuong 
the search for the "8-)'ear-old at a day c;tre center and Thanh 

· former U.S. Army ffllfSe WM is at school. She has refused to 
suspected to have crossed state help authorities fin~ her 

· daughter. 
Phoenixville police juvenile 

officer Thomas Dempsey said 
Miss Cone~ had become very 

. close to the children during the 
eight J!}Ontbs she cared for 
them while their ~r ttjr;!d 
to get out of war-tomSaigon. 

Mrs. Nga said she 6nd Miss _ 
Coner had worked togeth,!r in a 
U.S. Army hospital in Vietnam 
during the war. The women 
were not cl~ friend<;, Mrs. 
Nga said, but when she bes 
came concerned for the safety 
of her children she asked .Miss 
Coner to sponsor them in the 
United States. . . . 

Mrs. Nga, a wido1', fled V~ · 
nam eight montll; later and ar-· 
rived in Phoenixville to find 
that Miss Coner wanted .to 
adopt the children . • • 

"I did not throw my children 
away," Mrs. Nga said. . ' 'Sle 
said she would take care of 
them until I aiukl get •· 1M 
she wanted me to let lier- _,take 

.. 

-tbe children." 
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, - !,. • . . ,~: .. 

k . l"'~ 1,+-,,. -~ .~ -~..,, --6.: . ".. 
- .- · · - . f:.,.~t .. ~J."'u :.~td'* 1 

(f~tit~~~ t~t-~Qi8'1~ 
. : )o~· '*~. ~ ~~v~~.f.:· 
. ._,, clril guania ·at t& ~sen -~ w..- illtect with ~ -• .. r llf~ 

"' . _i·!,emethu4'-: At the ~e Um•. ·: . ·ret~:- I 41l:lt, lOlll •• 
"" ,· .,lii~etl _acuvmu, ':1'°UJ1\i·. m~ : dell time;::n,~~de(l Rt-~-
-~~',. .. rfi,def~nded ncJrbY pomts to divert !111 a lhorw-~~-~ '--vj_ctor., or 
: · -•l'iit,1~n"'~~em. . _ . / · .1 achl~ved .. ~ ;. I smabcl 

··13a,nidethuot was attacked by artil• a cigarette' with ~ - ..atilfac~ 
,;l~it ~tis and infantry-; u :,welJ. as ~Qn,": he. wio~<"'Wb~: tl)e-'~1~•-

· ... ,. s who .- }lad sli~ i_nto . aroun~ ~!•~ ili:cl\ldini tlie guards, ,MW 
.-, iP.l • .1Many of the, de.fenders fled. me s~~kipg a ~li&rette t¥Y kij~ 
. "-···' to a messaga' received in - · that -~ was. ~thusiaatic." ·"\ '.•·oc ,, • ., ; _' . ~i ~ :. ' the ·. b~tti. . · ; D~ "'-' bom 1n the North and Md 

_t. 4-waa ~tn 38; ·1iow:e. · The,_ or~ ··. ney~i~ : ~ Sa1lon. ~t .iter.-ttitb-- · 
. ~ Pia; ~~tWt"'V~l\~~lq:9aY,.ba_\~."''·li~ll&.:lllid ~ -iepqf.tl _ Ja·th!,, 
I ' .'~i"'l'he; ¥ '., . '. it ,. ~~fus-~,?• ~... . a.vs·.~ t&tt ~ -he- saictlle. 
~:;.. -. '.lffll~ linft·.w"i--iatf'a,Jii~ 1

~ ::-_-.. . .'.~; lJDl,;.ted· ?ltll --~ .ctt;· t~~p.a.: 
. !'t?ck and occupy · so. Iar~e · · ~- cl _· , ~~-ut;wu o~ hia ~d wJi~~ he awo,e 

proves. that ~ - enemy can ,flnd. 'no ".•. in the niiJ>.kD\lac reporia,_he . ·- ' . ·. .· . . - . -
~. --:means to< '.resist out · a~ength." 'tfle ·,; to ,attaclt SaiaoD·ia ,,suclr a way;. that· 

. : ,.. ,,._ ·_ -~,. , .,,<J,·· .... ,/[. genei:~i ~~ld aides _-~ ~•.:me~Y"!Jle,v:ict~·cotil,J'1~~ won~h. a~ .. et~~4~~=~ii~:j. :F:&. ,:,:;:1;t~;•~:~;-~1~\••._P,•-~ 
r ,._ -~- ·'.- , ~'" ,., --r9. ':i;:.t,, with te~ lfe ~ - sq :,,;i..·~ de~,~.J>lan to~ UV ... 

·' . : . • · -lr,,q, \! .-. _-,;r :; choked''up- that he: <i¥itd oa}y sa1, "0111"' · ~en't'forcea .Ql the .i)uter eerimtter 
e place. There 18 ~ -an:y i . , tre 'Ali; _.._., b •f.-e " - · • bl""'lrhu,,· · · , r · · #GD -of the , . erril~·-u~ ihli~]!, V dory ~X' m.:-~ 64_:"'"·•. r~Ul ' o~-:s~gon, ' .. them from_ wt~ -

· .. . · i11 ,. . . , ,, - J?nng said'. , ; ..• 't,-;s_ .'· "'· .... ,· ·~-;draw.Ulg· .tii•~c&nter while at. fib" , •~UCJ9Y t.h~ ot , i\Vhilef elate~ hl--~ the ri~tY. ~ - ~samo tiJJla •• for.• deep attack 
. , tlnr-forces.; ,; "~ _(t; . • • -~; · _,, , wuy a1'0- concerned ~l. the reac•;., ." br his tant'·-uri)q .. ·T111s· attack would' 
/ For . .U the_pl'1ls azidJpt-epu-ati0ttnnd " 1:t9n of the Uluted Stat.., _alid S~~on ... be; . pinP,~lnt«,i- five· ker tar;e~;_.;... 

discuasiOJ18 of stta.f ...... , anct'taclic ~to the _capture <?£ ~ -su-ateaic- city. ,, the presldenUat. palace, . Tansolinhut 
_ _ "· , ".:'6 " --.,., ' .' :. ?bstead of- re~li!i.tmg or- movi~& to.- '"pirport, the general st.aft, special nilll• · · 

,~re _is~ a !t~, b~ttle_ ~~in,. ~.lllli'! .· /!ounttera~ack, hqwever~ tJ?.e ,response 1tary zone and police beadquarler'J .- · . 
~Wlt,.;-:lt J$. clear that 1the · qut_ck'. ··anti ~ was an ,abrupt and ill-prepared, military whose capture he said woulcl:-ptraly.ze 
~•~iie .~terioration · of the s~igOJt. wJthdra~al from -the rest: of the C~n~ . tne· government and end the -war. . . 

.pvernment forces tdok 'Plmg,~d oth•- : tral .Highlands, ordered by Thieu •. As .,it happened, · there '!f"8s hard'.11 .· , . , - . , . T Mai;~fl 14, !,hree days aftE!F ,the· fall of any, '1attle. After the sutpfl!IJI! air raid- i 
planners _l~ tbe North by s~t~~\.'; , Banmethu~t.- . , .. · _-· _and subsequent shelling of Tansonnhut 

._The origmal plan WU' deV,111ed' m. an. Dung said he was astounded as the_ airport,· the United States -ordered a. 
_'e)[trcmely importarit" 'coruer'eno1!· of uii retreat turned . int.a: a disorc!er\y rput -: helicopter evacuation of Americans 
hli~buro in_ Hanoi from Dec lB 1974 ,- ' from an, entire region. "Why such a\ and sQme key V:Ietnames~. Saigon fell P 
• . 8-. . . . · · • '- . ' retreat? . And who -had .given the order - without a f_ight a day la,ter. · · • 
until .Jan._ • 19-'7,, called- fqr a two- for it? ··;; .. .. The situation liad devel- The victorious general rode into tlie , · · 

t7ear campa!in in ~76,_ Dung r11ports . . •.· oped. beyond the scope ot ·o~ cam- · .city by 1;ar. "MlUtary uniforms, ·blaii)t•. 
Even after _the fafl \ on Jan 6, 1975, ;of ., paign and had become a strategic-mat- e_!-5, c~nte~n cups, boots, ri_fies; ammu-. 

•Pfiouclong-the first provincial capital ·ter . . For: the first . time. in the 1n40- , mtion clips, satchels, vehlcl1!8 anct guns• 
" ,,... · · .... · • hi · d l · d were seen scattered on th~ · groaM ''lo be permanently ·taken by the Com- ,c p.ese. war, a mo ern Y eqwppe • . . . d . Thi _...,.., I 
r'• • . · ·. · . · enemy corp.s' had to abandon an im- , along roa , s · . · · $ ~-c e 
!1urus~1975 w~ seen_~ a pen~ for , portant ' strategic area and flee during marked tpe . defeat not only of ; ll~ 

creatltll conditions, for: the general the course of a campaign. Tlus situa• army, bu~ also of a reactionary J?olit1• 
offensive and upris4lg-~ll)T6".'" -' .· tion would lead to many other impor• . ~ - doctrine. of the arrogant imperial· 

;,,. · ' . -· • . \- ·· · · - , · . ists who blmdly revered weapons .~s · . • ,:,ne day ~tet t1J.e P~tburo'conference, , ,_, t~t eyents and might eY-eu lead to a·, 8 decisive factor in wat," D~·wrote. f¼-~ dec1ded'Jrmo~ major attacr.i .: quick ,e~d to_ the war with 0'1f$ely~ · : A-few dais· Iatcn- North Vt..tnameee · 
·. Banmethuot hLtlnt °'~ral Hilb- :. J~ victor,"'-h& wrote. · · : · ,. Prealdent, ton)>tic :Than;;' th' iu~• 
dlt:.' Dung~ !len_t·~ t.ia.. a!ea aa field . 1 ,he suggested, ~e- disinteli:ahO.tl .. , ,GI"', u, Ho Chi .lW'nll, arrl'ffll, at Till• 

. · det: and repteielitative of• the: , · se lo motion' by the . mp~ds wi~ - :·10~ airport attel}d ' the; 'rictt,b, 
'ojitbµro;' leavilu K~.b1 pJan,-· i'tf>. \ ,drawaJ. br~t a qtiick. unravelinl, of ,.:'• celebtation: As the -field coamwic!a-· 
' Oil ~e- 'fltst leg of-,_~ -· trij> _904lth~ '. ,:; tn~_ Saigon _mill~- C forces. Qn ,Marclr !_ w~ i:Urecf~ the 11nil_campa1-'~ 
1tl one of \he tlW1Y t~chu· Umt _di8-"' :204-less · tlui,n a, week after the High-_· · ':WM Arst tQ mht'ttie tuia~1,ue'ft. 

uishes his actou11t from usual .North lai-ids pullout_ began..;...the Politburo In'!' _;,. ·,"After thli plane· bad · taiiect ifltin,~, 
~ietnam~se official wdting, Dung tells · North Vie!nlim: bega? studyin_g a plan ·. th~ runway and liad stopped amid'th ,, • 

. · me~tmg_ •~•-· · _ ·a-le sliock.-' troops!'_ o.n. _, __ f_(!r. the. _qwck libe.ra~on of. Saigon . . On.-_-_-_-_-- applau. se and. cbee __ rs._· of. the people,_ I ' hiihway. wht(camPlained that·,.,: M,~ 25-~ng was informed by ca~e \ cllm:b~ onto tht . plan~ and salu~ed ' 
Iw,iu- new waa approachiiJ& ~ f; _ : ~ tJie decisi~li to _ _-tt.ick and llb~Uit"" •;·Uncle. t T~on , wbil=he' was still -in. Iii«, 

mail was co ~oughfrom Ji~. :. b_y_l\fay, when ,the-raQ'IY season• ~ :1;:f~) atood-. 11 · -l;le.fore ~.,_a.. 
"We stoppe1_1 ·u g!-ve :·them n few:, hegbr.- _Once this ·decis!on ~ , llla~,a. • aaid;" <,Ma~ -r, -~ the ~d~nt 

_ dted hairp1llll tis gifts/ ' t~e general."~- - the· ~ortn· ,~.tetnames~_-~f6rcti-. nevel\ _ tb,at _ Vietnam Ptqpte's Army CUt• _ 
· ote . . When some truck drivers com- wavere~. _ , : . Norlh ,Vletnamese army] bu fulfllle¢ 
lained they had· no . cigarettes, "we . On March 26 Dung was .info11med the mission of llberi.tirig satgon and. 
. ed them some .. : ali Tet p~esen_ta," . that :t:11'e ol_d imperiaHcapitar _or' Jiue .. -. South ,Viet~f.111.' Then sudd_etily I was, 
In the Central Highlands, D1111g se",t .' had been_. hberated: A, close aide whO' choked wttH tears-al\d .unable to"sptilk 

' ' , •• "---~~ ,i;.,i,i;,n ~ - \,•.1~ ·a•Hue !llltiVe recited a poem aoout '. ;anymdre;•~~• . . i · •,:lM· "!•· , 
• • , ~- # '} ,t .,; \ 
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tf1U'.~,-,.A''. •--.-~f)·· ··•1-:J . . . , . ' ,, 1i; ... d .. - · .. 
:.~~.: ·· :· a ·i l em· ma· / .• 'I f,1µt ~f(ft1t•adopt~,:h1Jctren .tt:i,rce--ot'"· ,c· ~1w.~-:y:-.--.:i. ~- _ •··· ' ,t';- ;; · •· ,.- • • • ; ·· ; them handicapped:·t: ·•1::-f ,;;jl:·r;·· \i?·:r;s.·· d .. '1. -1.,~ .. i;;: ,on,,~~!!9.ll!(l lie ,Q . 

, ,, . . . I 1-- '.L,We· consider!:(! , ,theni our chil; . an - ihui., the thi:~e ~lass~act\on h1w 
{) (.. ., . ... ·· .• t· . · .. ,[/ . :: ·. . . . _° '.; •. : \ ;:e~h:h~:?e~ie!~Wc,.nliv~d1·"twnia't1hnthaenmd ~:;s r!~Y·w!~t~~f l~;!R;r\e:~ i; __ t; .. :.~_:_~_· .. >· for:.''· Moi 't' her··' s·· . :. ~i~uf~i · d~;i; t-~v:o~d !~t~~l';o~rq f . · 1 ;kids .we had to bury ;in graves ger. ro?!~in for _the lawyeri:, .howc~ 
r.. ' '•' · · • • , ,, • · marked anonymous-without papers- er, 1 trymg to IP.present mo,hers ;c tti;ue_d fro_m Fi~st'rai~ about seeing Communist soldiers I ~r releases. Where were the _pug~ic• Viet am who c~nnot )Jc seen or hc?.::q 
~r.~~~ng and play,, lots of ball shooting -mixed~bl<'od children, ehe! 1nt,erest lawy~rs then?" , , . . Sq far, the clnss-action lawy_, 
g unes. The Clausens have two adopt- . became afraid for th •ir lives.·· ~-. . 1,; ' ~Ve took 1tJor grimled that chi!- have been making their points. bq 
e l Vie~nameE~ children, two adopted ·, When Lon arrived .n the Stats, all . :drcn should ~e with th~ir mothcrs)1 

• losin their case. Judge. Spencer Wil 
C 1_ucas1an-child,ren a~d two natural · she'had was the card of a Flying Ti- ! Wende say~; 'Everyoi)e in child. care ham, spe~t a_y,car hearmg tesfjmoni 
~l il~en. .-· ·· ·. . '•,':·· , . . · ger·Airline pilot she liad met in Sai-1 }mows t~at._ . · '. , . · , , ' by sychiatrisi.8 about ear!y chil~ 
. Hien, their Babylift child, WiJ:li tne gon, who had said to call if she madi, , ,. In, V{md.sor, Ca!Jf., , Hie~ Clausen -. h_ood trauma and _tra1~srac1al ado~ 

f! th 1'orphan" ·they had arranged. to it to the States. ~he did, and ''tjght! :cts h~~, a . happy .child . now. 1' tion, He read affidavits from Llf 
~• opt through Friends of ihe Cbil- . there in the telephone booth at'Tra-· . W'~1atever. the_ Clauser,s did to her S Stat D~partment and from indivj 
f11 ~n of Viet~am (F.C.V.N.) of Bould~ ·. "Vis Air Force Base she heard Bill ' ,durmg the swn;n~r,'' says Margaret ' _dual: who ~tayed in Saigon t~rcuzJ 
F! C_olo., _which oper;i._ted an orphan- , Popp say, ~Come on dowrl.'' So Lon, Cope~h~vre, her ~m9ergarten teach- -t~c hange m g?yern1;11ent:5, aaviE?j 
rg ? m ~a:igon. They did,n~t.ge_t three '·•her friend Kim, and Kim's daughteri .. e:r, · 'Hien came ~ ck . com~letely : ·.him bout condtt1ons m Vietnam; 
pf_ .~eJ1ve. · · • '. · , , J • all took the bus down to his house in · changed, When fu'St came m las,t . aske the head of the- Internationa 
· '> .i.,en, a 6-year-oJd with a te~pera- Newbury Park, 60 miles nort,h of Loll ye~r. she was a little monster, run,. . Red ross Tracl_ng ~ureau In Geney, 

~

. ~of 103, threw up on them m the Angeles, where.- they still are living. nlng arou~d _the cla51! and out th~ , to c me to Cahform~ t~ advise hi~ 
~rt and all_ th() way ho_me. ~he Last December they located Lon's i;ioor, gettmg ·Into fights, . and. ~f , abo m~~hods of . finding 11:ot~er 

, , ,,, .. hyperactive, aggress1vE; and sister in Mi<;higan. She had made it co~rs~ we couldn't tall, to her so 1~ , and cumtmg fam1hes ;. he dec1dea t 
out at anyone who, tri~d to~ out of Vietnam with a group from an :was hard to h~ndle. N?w s~e•s s~ill a · ,?rdc . a dll'CG~ tracing plan of pa:en( 

i\<;ecli~nate.__ . _ ;; orphanage, and is now living _with , tom~~y and will rush mtq an.y fight, :· m. \ 1etn~m and then_ changea hj 
1 
'The ?,Ile thing · y,

71 
as~ed the . Lon, Bill, Kim, and Kim's daughter ' but its playful af!d 1:ot de~ens1_ve like . mm . ~mally, after watchi~g · _hl 

fiC.V.N., says Marcy
1 

was that we Julie. Only Lor)'s sons are missing. , , , before. I gues.ci ,with a fam1ly -hkc the-...... cour . fill ,,up ,:1,1lth. angry .aaoptn:i 
q Jld keep the child they sent . m{ . . . • ' · · • · . .CJausens, how can yoµ miss?" . , . : pare ls, refugee mothers asking .fo 
. 1' e didn't care about anything else. ·' Bill Popp and Lon ,V:ere ~arned '.,., Joa~ Thompsop, who is organi~ing .. their childre1_1., and a dozen o'. so lmy 
;A 1d·four months after we got Hien rece~tly, .and they ha · e decided to , adoptive parents to fight the class-ac- yers, . he demed the class action, say 
;v~ hear~_.the agency h~ no papers .. _spen w)1ate~er i:nQney ~~~y: .~a:e, ~0 : ,.tion _lawsuit, ~ays her feeling about. ing t at it was beyond th~ a?ilities c 
~n her-not one. No birth certificate· . _fight fo,r ~n 6 chil'.14ell, · .. · t ·.--/ send1!'lg her Vietnamese child back to ' his c urt to handle what is, m effocl 
'no release from an orph~nage, nolh~ ', . "It's driving her crazy:• J;:>opp 'sayi' :Yietnam would depend on how "ada• ~100 individual cases. . . , : 
Ing. We couldn't believe it." Hien, of "No one believes it for some reason, ! mant" $.e would be "against commu-: ·· Ba k in the Clauren home Hie: 
!=O~. would be one 0~ the ,children·. but' she loves her sons and ;,.,.-ants 1 ~.m." .> c· ·' .• : ; ; . 

0 

• ': / : '·pran es out of the rcom and l 
1

fo1lol 
,ffected PY th~ laws1.;1it. _'. _::/, ; , . . the~ returned. feel ~orry ,lor,h~. '.:·i •~· If there were·requests from Vie!• ,, her ut ,to the back yard where. t~ 
,. She rushes into the livmg'room of. : gettm% :mch a · run,aro.1c1nd from~ ,na~_es~ gals, th~t they really wan~ed ;· bab is plaling. We , talk abov 
~e Claus~n ho!11e wearing a . Sup~r- · ag7nc1es and social w_orkers. an(I the.' , then; ~ds back, that's hard. But yoµ scho_ 1 ~or a wh~lc and then I discove 
r,ian cap~. She IS small and thin With . ·parents. l feel bad, too, thajrJ djdn't.i Jmqw __ most of us had had our hyster~. , hqw Hien has I1gured out her past: I 
cu_rly broW)'l hair,_ orfental ~yes-, light : promise to giv~ her the financial mip,- : ~ct9mi~s and. all and \1-'.e,, can't havt1 , "I don't like my Mommy in ViJ1 
skin and a N~gro1d nose ;md mouth. : port she need~d tq get lawyers · and·! 'P-PY children of _our own. T,he Viet- 'pam " she says. "So · 1 get on a bl 

_}Vhen Marcy te;is her l want to talk . prove' she supp?rt the kids ' an4 j name~e 4a':'e · ~o many. kids-8, 10, .. plan and come over here and findi 
to her abo~t Vietnam, she makes a all that until about sue weeks ago." : ,i 13, and we d_on t have any. We., want Mon my and Daddy I like." , · 
~tartied. norse· ai:~ ~s_ o!fi , scarlet . Lon and Popp have been trying to" ,them. Vl_e thmk thl~ is the bcst,coun- •'. A for Lon .and refugees like· h~ 
fa,~e flymg. · · , · . . : .· 

11 
get her youngest son since they t/t possible-the kids hav~, so. m1:1_ch . the romised land has Its rowar4 

:. ~t ';,as _t1~d on, t,ts <)t first, Marcy . foul)d out where he was 1n· Decem:.! ter chance to gro~v hc~e. · 't• 1 
• , ·She. as married her American bo. ~rt She• w~n a v.,_ery. lovable ber, but with no success. The release , th~ut the cla~s-ac!•0n _lawyer~ say frie d · and she has a home and .l 

child. ~l the kids kept· ~ym? th~y on hi,11! is fraudulent and haJ · the , natura_l pa: ent m t~s ca?e 15 the. and riends and some money. But ol 
11ke ' ~mh 4ietter. - .Also;::---the . S01,1al ',. wrong tlate on it. The priest and Ufe~ 1~al one, an~ , the Inumgrat1on Ser- viou Y all is not well. She has a Ioril 
;worker ke~t suggesti~~ that perhaps . woman who gav,e him . to F.C.V .N. 'V1~e s_hould sm1ply' pla~e th~ Babylift .. :y sad and bitter fight ahead.. .f 
;wer couldn t handle . her, .and that , are in the United States and say they'. .child m ~he cust?dY of its Vietnamese,:, -:, "S' ce I co et th US 11 sed 't 
:made us mad. Th~k Qod she turned · will testify that Lon is his re.al mother , ,nother if. she ~o_me,s to the United , po ds II hems ,

0 
.~ - · ·• , 

0 
f: 

·out OK. Now we ~t· hope we can . ·. - - . •. . . • -- • States askmg for it and if the child Is • ' s ays. worl'), WO?'f 
1:eep per." . , ' .. ·,,.: . ,. '. '. ... , • But Dick and Joan have 'half vo1 ,here illegally., Immigration, the agen- · for Y boys. , }iere,)- h~ye_,ennu~ i OJ: Marci'\ 19 at_ th~ Federal Build

7 
Huy Tung for \l year, and t_he •qi~ ~JJd th~ adop;i_ve parents all say •:'· fo~ _, );l~re -~~-a'fl :,wal)t, a~d I ~fl 

.1ng m San FranCISCP Wende Graut F:C.V.N. arranged a n:eeting With, that such c.ases can only pe handled •;, e~ · · · . - · · ,. •,, •• I 
"'nd Sheryl,l M¥kso~· wa.l,k' grimly Dick, Joa~, Lon and a _soci~l wqrker, by j,ndivlduar custody .' battles in , , TlJ t,:h~lcJren are, at ~h_e mo~e~1 

t. hrough ii crowd .of ·repoz:ters and . t~e boy did not recognize ~s .mot~er., C?urt; that . ad9ptiye parents have -_.the app1est . ~art of this "story, l~ 
amero.men to see their own lawyers. . D_1ck and Joan say they Will not give· fJghts, too. • 1 . • , 1 • :·. , .. , , . •:: ,'. _hard nnt to thmk th~t mo~t o.f. lhe1 

' e women represep,t the two adop- ' him up because he has no relati,oij.'• . In addiUon to. those refugees· who '. I c1re l _cky to en~ up m -~ m1ud1e-:Cl~ 
Aion '.agencies,.: run . by adoptive · ship to t~is strqnge Vi~tna!I)~~_won_i- .h:we 'had _'their : chil\Jren returnedi ,Am 1~~n: a_dopt1vo farruly-espec1a 

r
parcni:5 Jn . Colorado, which brought an. -~e 15 loved ~nd secure m. _lus . yoluntarily and ~o the two-mothers 1~ f~ iUcs hkc ~he ClaJ.!sens. , .. , 

. 
:.!most one half of all the BabyµIt or; : · Amer~can home an~ it wo~d ~e pe.: . wnp l}ad to go to court to ·get them, •, B there w1U always be the flJ 
phans o~t ,of '\iietnam .. They feel i:e- ; ~tructive to take him from th_e only; there ~e perha~s a dozen more : tnat they were tak1m away. toJ 
<0>nsible for f~t~ or'children· i~ ·' ,paren~ ~e ~o'."' kno~r ·. ·, :·· · ; . 

1
mothe,s, 'grandmottiers .. · 'an9. •• aunt,s ·:stra g~ land and a st~ange_ cultur~ , 

1<langer of ,bemg tori'\ Jrom . homeii . Lon rs ve_ ry angry about that meet- wh? are at ~)1.e moment prepal'ing to. · the . ,1dst o~ n _Pamc-str~c_ken 
Jthey have cq!I}e to love, for.what the mg. . , . . · • · , · : l_lo mto custody battles. •-: .' .,, .~ · whc c.many mallonal decisions~ 
f~wo women rega·r· d .9s e$spntiall.y po. · : "They saf 'mothe e , th' . j", Hao Thl Vo ls,~me. Lon (her nick,' · ,mad , And_ t?ey may never kno 
r 1tic;al rea?ons. \ . ·-i ·1 'c;' '·. ' . ., • ,ffl Nothing, I want my ~o~! ~~1l0tr 11/f- .i:1ame) . has ~~ree half-American sons I\J • \"'.hY ' ... , . . • ' - ,,. . . . \ 
( S_heryll ¥ai:kson burst,s iot~ ~ears a c make me ·crazy. They sa 3i /on~J.vhom: s~e sent: tq ,America on the r , A d what Is t~e,p1o~er soluti~ni;· 
:few minutes aftei: I P1et her. · ,!. J have a husband, they say ~Y don't I .'.',3abY.lift JUS~ befo~·e the fall of Saigon. l Pre tlo:1 ~al,)yllft._-rhW. may~~ 

•W~en -I jnterview,. Wende Grant, J come for .. son sooner, but ·1 don't o'r!-er ~ons lived, with her ,_all their:; . wor:; ~~de ~f tlus, ~ashomon.Jil 
·p ~r-.. eyes ~o f_ill y.,i~h . ..tears, Sqe ,e know f.C.V.ij. has him. 1 have no ,.~~es, she says, but ·~hen. l'efugee~l:i ~}af, dy; f,~~1edoesn,t~eem ~o~o9 
~es \)1e B.~byl~t _.plan~ er_ ~h per• 0 m,oney. \!,(hat will my son think ·0t &l~arted flood.in~ ·tQ Saigon fr.om t?~! : : , ,",· Jil76 Tracy Johnston ' •.· i. l ' 
· anally. She 1s .a middJ~~P:ged, \\'QllJllnX m_ot,!i_~,who give him up?'! .. · !)lOrthern p~o~mces: ~d t~l~ . etor1e~ ' ·: , • . . · Spec~ Features .-"' . 

- --· .,.,._..Jo,. ..... ~.-- -- ,;_ ;, ', - ·~"l · . • • . ,•"'t \ 
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Lawyers Contacting 
. . 

Vietnamese Parents 
by Keith Ervin 

. Under the supervision of a San Fran-
cisco federal court, lawyers are be-
ginning the process of making contact in 
Vietnam with the parents of three chil-
dren brought -to this country during last 
year's Operation Babylifl. 

U.S. District Court Judge Spencer . 
Williams' decision last week to allow the 
contad came just nine days after an ap-
peals court agreed to hear a motion to 
remove him from the case. (see Barb, 
July 16) 

Public interest lawyers are seeking 
the return to Vietnam of up to 1,500 . 
children in a class action suit against 
the U.S. Government. The lawyers told 
the appeals court that William~ has been 
''unable to or unwilling to adequately 
make decisions with the speed essential 
to avoid irreparable harm to ·the 
·children." The attorneys have also asked 
the appeals court to overturn Williams' 
dismissal of the suit's class action basis. 

Williams' rejection of the class action 
leaves as plaintiffs only the three chil-
dren whose parents are being sought. The 
three were brought to the United Stales 
under false names and without any doc-

·uments indicating that their parents had 
released them for adoption. Their father 
at the time was AWOL from the U.S.-
supported Saigon army. 

Since they were• separated from their 
parents in April 1975, the children have 
been living under the names of Aaron, 

Rachel and Rebekah in the suburban home 
of a certified public accountant in Al-
toona, Wisco'1sin. Until last week, the 
children's lawyers were not permitted 
to contact their natural parents, who are 
now working irr a rice field and a market 
in southern Vietnam . · 

The parents will be cpntacted with the 
help of the Saigon-based personnel of an ~-
international agency which has asked the 
court to rem:iin unnamed. The agency will 
ask the parents the circumstances under 
which their children. were separated from 
them and whether· they wish them re-
turned. I 

Lawyers for · the American "pre-
adoptive" parents and for the adoption 
agency, Friends of Children of Vietnam 
(FCVN) will oppose the return of the 
children to Vietnam on the grounds that 
they have become adjusted to their new 
home and to move them once again would 
be unnecessarily traumatic. 

FCVN attorney John Keker told the 
Barb that the Vietnamese parents, when 
separated from their children, "made a 
difficult decision knowing full well what 
they were doing. I think to the e:w.tent that 
you support adoption, there is a point 
where .the decision is irrevocable." 

One of the children's lawyers, Tom 
Miller, disagrees: "This is not a custody 
case. If it were a custody case, any kid-
napper who eludes the law could keep the 
child. It's a question of legal posses-
sion." 

... ._ ___ -~ 
. -:1 
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r"'ati(?llJfiriice (INS) and adoption agencies have -~ ..,~_ • .,.ii . . 
JdPd"'by crudely manipulated adoptive parents _an,sl .by · r.,, With al . at last in band, attorneys <.11scovt'rcu 

.fudge Spencer Williams, the defendants' appam_1tl7 ,~)fiat docu~atlon on 978 children was too meager to · :(~.--
willi.qg accomplice in delay. · · ·· , • , prove they' were eligible. Parental releases for 533 . ·,·'* 

t,farch ·Williams dissolved the class-action statua .. , others ud·been aigned after March 15, 1975, i.e., in 
of -1¥ ·cue, thus, in effec~, leaving it to Vietnamese conditions -qi panic and confusion, and were therefore 1 ·t- :.: -' 

• ·,' • • • ,,,,.. . • ,'Ii_ 

parehta · .to find their own children and to con~rned ~'CC>ftSi~ere~.Jnvoluntary and invalid. , • • ., ;i, ,1 •• 

lawyen t_<> cont~mplate more than 2,000 separate CUii ~- · ~ot hiuppcrcd by sue~ acruples,_ INS_ presumed eligi- :"' .. ~> 'X' , 
~ . 1mposs1ble tasks . . Lawyers for the pla.fntiffs, · ·)bfflty often ~here a child's very 1dent1ty was unclear, · ' y :~ , . 
·al~ with barely the funds to· proceed, halC~ ap-,,; ,,~ • ~placing" (in plaintiffs' words) "the burden of 
pe~od-, the case. to the U.S. Court of Appeals f6r, the j·,ptoot OD tlic;:hlldfen to establish their own ineligibility ;:_'·,:~: , 

1 
;. 

~~th Orcuit. A .decision is expected this Fall. . Sho~ , ~~•_fQt ... d.~ ~ng thole INS declared "eligible"- ;,;'.''!~ t :_ 1,~ 

.the _bipor court agree with plaintiffs that Willi~•/·f~e~·: 212--c~!frcn from the An Lac Orphanage, wh°'9 ,"~s..--t~ .' ' 
i~, ltandling of ( all the major Issues in) the case, it ·· · poup , releate lilted a single family name for all of (, '; . / 
co~_ t,e_ assigned to another district judge more cap.We ·, ~ them; a .~IJiJd whose adoptive parents admitted to the '" ~• ', · 
of with its complexities. If not, a seventeen- ' ,JNS' thef • had obtained a perjured relea~ from an . :y ;:;i · ; ~J 
#loath . effort to reunite non-orphans with their ~. . · orphanaac-· director stating the child was an orphan, ; 1 11 : .~; 
tcf bi .. . if 'these wounds of Ute. war, will'probaNy ,1:verr tho;igb ·they knew be had never lived in the or- •.- · ~. " , 
(;OJN°-'1'> nothing. ' I :'. • ; -{ ~ ;' ! . , , •. ·~ pliana,e .JH)d that bis mother was alive (she bas since 1:' .. ·.r. ;i 

• ·.;.{_ ;:'
1
,: ·,, _'· . · , . '., · , .. , ,f,, ·.~ vied to~~bi custody). ~•::' '·'.. _ 

' . ··· r • S I ' * •t '· .. .. G ' .., th hild ' fil h fi 1 .--;~,j,\. ·;· 'I' .,.;•:., trugge .r .• ,, , • •, . .. · IUDUlJ,, ~ -to _e c rens es was te rst . ··. 
' \ , ~ , ,,·:,, ·'.'' " · , " ·- • 1 . • • •• t •: . paft of ~e·t~u!e; tracing parents has been the second. -, . °' , 
/f,,Qnl_y a few of the steps in the struggle over .the chil- · The Inte~nal Red Cross and other agencies skilled · " ·., 
Jt~, QJi and need be described here-enough to blnt•t . ,. at traciq l.a;vc -offered the U.S. government their assist- "-Y? •. ' 
.the ·~ntiffs'. frustrations, which have been altnoit \In• ' , ance, T.bey're s\W waiting, unable to proceed without ." .. ! i '.· • i,·[" •. 
,knoivn~ '. jiatid'nwicJe. to potential supporters. TJieyt 1atso ·," 'State 'ntpadment approval. Lacking (through its own 

4ertr the tenacity of a government tryinl 'to avoid ' .. fault) dff)iomatic reiations with Vietnam, the State De- .~-
1
• •~; ·, ... 

1
': 

· ·_ palitjca1 =ibarrassment and of adoption agencies fearful I pertm~nt''b\i ilso tried to explain away its own inaction, · ·.t•: · ' 
..,_·;qr~ita-from disappointed American couplea> tou ··. citin,l}Je s,upposed)ndifference and lack of cooperation r· .- ';, .. 
4 ..... .. and criminal penalties, should any ~-, , cm the _part of the ·vieioamese. "The ball, however, is r ' + ,\ 

· :~ tt1ey· placed be returned to Vietnamese·~-:• · · . . ti't: 'tW UQlted States; court," plaintiffs' attorney Tom ' .. ,.,,i:' 
. ),> .. ~~•'. lawyers · were mindful that tbe , ~ti ·.·, Mlllcr in an apt, if unintended pun. After alt, :{: ; '} ,:_ , < foraet Vietnamese and facts th&J CX>U!(ald i JMfllor .emphuiud, "there is [and was] nothing to pre-. •., ; ~, .-: 1i 

. -~ ~ ,·~~g ·tb&:ir parents. Als~ aware that ~ ';. ~ -of , ~l.:~JU,S. ao~mment from ~turning the children .;,'· · J ,, &, 

-~,pparating children once agam from a lovlDI foinllJ ~t Jo their farents without the lawsu1t." . · "- r 1' . :j , :/i'. 
i ~ olllp increase with each passing month, tl\lY °Jir,ecf .~ '.~· The SJ!te Department 'first rejected any and all / ; > \ I '".t J ipecd. It look ae~n months ( and an order ~ : lbo .·: :.~cjr\a.R_r~~s in Vietnam, ~a~er to, but not · : . :d, ,, · :~ 

,.,_.., ~•Court) for INS to begin to make ill, r~ . :' ~t~g~,a plan for advertising 1n Vietnamese news- , r.'\~ , t~ 
.,.i;:qa.~ :children available. Also questioning ~ ·1.~ur(i. , J~~ t hat. wme children (no names to be used) were , .\ ( '~: 
, -,:•-11~y to Jive it orders, INS treated •c!$fe like r'.·f.d: tlit:U.S. Even _ assuming all Vietnamese could read ".: :/ii 
:·:--,~ :· flher, bureaucratic, unimportant thina,''.--;:JIJUC, . ~, .~d- :•liftd in cities, it's a bit indirect! Tracing experu ,, : . \ . ; 
; \ told me hi a personal interview. Officials~ ~lea4td ·~ . atfeSS..--,,fiat" effective programs require actively seekina , .... ., 't ! ·f 
, ·'f .!~~},Qrtag.1 of clerical staff and duplicatina ~chines, './ o~ -~al families. With rather belated concern for . · . .-t. ·~ .~ • .~ 
. \ ,;'!~Qi. •at each stage, literally months to do a_ daY,I' _. \ .th~:Y,:ae~ese parents, the State Department expressed ~-. .· i• ., •. 
:." ~ - ~~Jervis, INS Information Direct?t in W~li- ~. ,·1ts.

1
~ •.-to protect them. from ret~liation by the Vtet- f .. ·, -~ 

: ; . ingtt)o, declin~ comment on a. doze~ poi¢, J' t~ .r-' ~~~·.~e~ent ( which, as Vtm>:am expert Garth . . -J · _;. 
·,, •bout INS .motivation and delays, including the ~ibil- , ;. Po~ ·testified m court, ~ms to view the bereaved .. /, ~r, · -t. 
:· 1tJ that stalling was designed to make the pl~ffJ' ;' , parcaat~ 6 victims rather than delinquents) . Still s!Jiflina ' . •t,~ · 

', •: ;~p eue and/or to spare the govemment .embatiaas- ; (~ for'?) J bloodbath, dismissing Red Cross usur-. . ~-~; ,f, 
~-· JQCpt. · · · · · ' · · :·. ·, .,. · :/! <'.!$Dce(·qt protection for all parties and, as ever, w,. . ' ·A.1, j ; \ 

/ ,,.. ·,· ... W~ams declined to p~od INS _ into reiI~~- , ,a-~nted,;~y reality, the S~te Dep~rtment was, however, . :,;·.,j · ·..' 
}.'!r1Jil it51'CCOrds or to stop changmg a child's ~\JS fl'Olll unab~: to n;auster any evidence m court for the feara . :, ,· 1 ~· 

· ~igi~ for adoption" to "eligible.'Witb · lfulplacel it ~ofts&ed. The plaintiffs' attorneys, on the . othiet . ;i '· .." t:.' , ·t . - - , .... ,. • • J ,. .,1.•r l 
. ·-,.~.,·~~niality, be declared he wouldn't order""~ govern- ;. hao4, brought forward a number of reliable wito~ .;., ~, :i 

~: .,..• ,1ACm .. ,to do something •~1 think (it is] iofua tQ:jp::-t,i includina , American Friends Service Committee aad "i: · S. ,7i ·.~i 
~~•. "" . • . - £. , ... - " ~r . -· ,-. .• . , ,, , 

~ • ( .. ,, r~ • ..- • , ,• . .:, f-l'~.J -1, r.-'i ( .~•.... :. , l . ,. l, • . , .. ! !J ,'\,i,.J : 
¥..:~;~~t'. \:,:, :.,.-_.: · .. ·.. : : ·<.:-.«:·~,-,) · · , · :.,_ 24 l'16~-u,·; , ' ,. . ·· , · · ~' · · ·· '". ,>.'? :.'. l . - .. :--;tft; ··: ·. ' -~-: :. f,,. -. : !1• · )( ~• ,t: .. '-,1 .,..1. ,. , ... w ~' ' •• >r<; 

1?,"' -~·'1 ·(. . .,, __ ,.· . .. ...... , ..... /•~ ~\J,,. ?j: 
~ "r ~, t ,. •~ • •; r..t ·• . ... <.•.,• , ;i£ .. 1 r ~<f.'·f.ti" ;>' u·~; •1 .... i;:.\. ,.,: ... !;,, ,..., ....... ... 'f -:.-. ~ :f,·..," ,-.-.J'#tL :fl ;:J.l 

-~~:~' _. .;i;- .. \ :.. . . ·,-. ,, . [. /0 t,, ··.;~ :, /~.> .. .. ~·\,, .. ·, :\, i •. ·., . ·.,.: ·p ~:- ,/.' ' •-r , . , • ' • . • ''.~ 'k'·: -:<_'{;'~ ~;. ,. 
. .:,; .,,. ... ~, L -.. - •, ;•u l ! 

' 
• 



• 



• _I'•; cJ:...¥l1-, 
""'ik.<ff f \ 

ff' ... l l ' ', .... • -,-.., • ~• 

. t to 'Write down bis name and that wa. tllJ -~ bil . ' ~'t}lo }>e~~ , interests of the child," be used· ·e~ a· hi'~~~-, -~; 
_ way to Latin America. . . . . \ . racial and intercountty adoptions of such extra~~ ;~ [ 

•. : -~ . 'Angry, confused . by _the controversy in ~i.. ~ey , :: circumstances. ~e w?nders many localJucJ#ti~~:j;;f ·: _·: 
. .- ·; •. ftnd themselves, theu wish to shelter bomele• childte9\_. ch~ to see best mterests m ierms otbe[ af~,fti . rlf 

• betrayed by the Babylift organizers, the adoptive parents -· ,. tb1en¢c, llatus, upward mobility, and Ameri~lj . . :t$, 
seem, in many cases, to be well-meaning. Some appear Nancy Steams and the other lawyers for the plam~ 4,~, ;-!'tW1 

.. to have wanted to adopt at least a~ muchJor their own . _ in~ ~ -~.t children takeq illeaally from par~tf: -!'~. ~ -~-
·,",, bencftt as that of the children's, e.g. as a means of · be ~atcd must be returned to them. To _~~:_:r.i•;,.i"' -n,~, 
· assuaging guilt over the war or, in the words of Loµise' ., "beft Jnteresu" as urged would be to a~pt t>:ae , · , · · ,. •. 

Bruyn, of "giving meaning to their live,.• J\h.,bg' with ;{ ,to obscur~ the past. . .. . ·, · : · .. ~-~<;j.~:~, ~:, 
.. .. ";{arj sv.:ann (anothe~ long-~me anti-~ar acti\is~ us?"'.::, , . Never .abandoning the fiction · _of. their neutralift.:~~~ 

ciated with the Amencan Fnends Service ~~ttec JI.I . ,. ,v1th eno.ugb gall to ahock ( If plamtiff1 hadn't J~~--w~·).•: 
• 1, Massachusetts) Bruyn established a wartime 

I 
program become immune), the defendants who have stJID!~ .~ . ,:,"•:' , . . , · 

of. American_ aid t~ Bu~dhist orphanages aad spon~- .· case for ov,er_ a y_ear assert tha! the pas~~ pf ,~ :1fA\{fl 
ships for children m Vietnamese foster homes . .Publi~ ,, rc~ovat from Vietnam, ever\ 1f the removal w~ ille_pi't~~-~1: 

· · and media response to the program amounted to only . , pr~qludea · the return of the child in the "best Jaterest 
the tiniest fraction of that which the ft.ashi~ . Babylift • , the fhild" ~plaintiffs' legal brief). ,::1lus the longer, ~ ~jf .. 

· ,received. The reasons, Bruyn told me, may )ie w~ .. ,. -flelay, ,tbe. stronger ~e defendants' case. . ;- , · , 1. .,.~f!t1 1~ 

' American "individualism and response t9 th( personal ' :·O~tlc;,n Babylift was, one discovers ~(J,:• · 
' '· . . . to the indivi~ual child .[rather than the social , con-, , -,imply the last ( if best publicized) crui~ .JD .• ~ ,!lr_, .~. ' ;~ 

,. text, the political implications]. That's the place Where ·· ~d adoption history. While the confUiliOG ~ i\+~ 
we really can be reached the closest." This can mean war'• end made the Babylift an especially sloppy pro~ '1~ ,.. ·, 
adoption of an individual · child rather than protestipg " the pR-~l'bylift adoption agency record wa.• J'IOthma, !'>~~if·.-:· 

, a war which might have killed its parents or ~vlng fina~- be puu4. of either. Io some ca.set dotety tied to 1be :Pil {, . · · 
cial aid to keep the child where it belon&ed, · ·,, · ,, . .,., , Agency .for International Development, agenci~ •~~.;,,r:.~ 

Chauvinism and racism ·are abundantly available and f, )&nor~ of lhe Vietnamese practice ·of _extended ~Y. 'h1~4•\ 
t have marked more than a few adoptive parent,' ,tart- . ~"I 'car~ .... f~ J)lrcntlen · children, of f01ter-cart •-°-f' ':~)•~ . · 

,, ·111ent1 on custodY, i.uuggJes. Joan Tbomp~ one d. .. '· tionf, of the availability of more ·~ . ad~ J~i , 
those organizing opposition to the lawsuit, com~tcd: •:;r, willing to take in a homeless child. (Xa, chtJ ~ -cu-t ) ' ~· 
"W_e think this is the best country possibl~h,e ~kt'·/ xay ,,,,.~; cJ,o bu: If you lose your father, you di. . 

.. have · 10 . [sic] much better chance t? grow here; Jo a _ ·.,.,. youi unde;/Jf you Ioae your mother, yeur aUDt .. "'1 ,lji!,~j~; , 
... wbat. they want. In Vietnam the_y would be _a fisherman"' . nune ,au-Vi~tnamese saying.) The agencies ;_ 

.,;, or dirt farme~" (New York 7.'u,,u M11,az.1ne, ~ay" ?~, "' a \)a~lrket m the U.S. (now depcn~nt ~ -Sc,q~•:i_·:~ • .. • 1 

- •~· 1976). Bonme and Johnny Nelson of For6tt Ot~ :,. Korea and other countries) for couples lin,d « W~f~ 
r lowa, are trying to prevent four-year-old ·poan :Van ~:!, ..,f'1f '.,t\l,iii infants and unwilling to engag_e ln ¥ -.. ,~."-~ 

,. 8iDb (renamed Ben) from returning to hil ~er {n<>ll • , ~ark~f!Jor babies or to adopt an older, 1'aodcap~.· -
,, . "lmoa in Great Falls, Montana). Theit lawyer~:-',><. (i\onkally) a mixed-race child. There .was 6,HuceJ.iti.91'· 
·· ··. • the child in Iowa court as having an iden~y widi<_,J'_ fo~; ~.: ~~ea to encourage Vietnamese'· womdft ~ -tk~· __ ;i1.~·-, -~, 

· lhe Nelsons;•~ Great ~alls he would be tno~ , ,~(t_~··.· ~11: ~dren. In !act, as _Tran 1:UOQ& Nhil ;.~.J~~?~-
, ,, 

1 
• yi~amese kid, al1CD.' _The!e ~e) woultlul"l· tA : •~ of their expen"?ce w•~. adopti~ .:~~~jtf:• 

', .. .l idenlity." At age eighteen, if still Wl~ .UJ.e . '!~rs~ tit ·'!. in ;V~,,"All . the .aFnClel basically funetionecr~:: -
• wib be indoctr~~d i~to the Amerltan w11· _pt·:pt1.~ • t~ tltat the Vietnamese were ~caJ)llble-:ef ~ , ·:•

11 .. . If, how~er, he 1s ::Jerk[ cd] out _of the Nelsoq .•.f.{, · b~g their own children." · • ' · ,_ · •"''.r'-' :J._'r.lt:.t'< ·.s . 

~at will_ [he) be? (San Francisco Examine~ ~ - C,,'Jron- ,. . .' ~ust suffice of how bizarre IQIJle ~ ~f.; ., 
,ck, April 2S, 1976). · · . ,..,. ·,.;-. 'i,' lift J)~eois.,m fact were. Doug Hostetter 9f lfle ·M~~)-.·.,,. 

Sadly one w~nder~ what ~en Nelson and. ~t~i \; -~ • Mi~~ to the_ United Nati?ns t~ m lil:_;.i' ,~ir· 
of other Babyl1ft children will be when, as,;1'>1'-fhi~: .. ton-1' rec,endy that dunng bis tlttee -,eap"~ ,1.~-, 
~ild~n in white homes,_ they begin to qu~tjo~-- tb!'~ ••Vieui~-,-~ came a~ incidents of the follovJing ·pl~f.~~~AH'-
_identity, to confront . rac1Sm they've been i{l~utpp _ . "°~~'?n agency employee 1t0uld affe, hospital ~Ii-~.,. 

, to deal with, and perhaps discover the ci~st~n :· ,f'b a,.s~ ~µd to-parents who accepted it as ad :~ ~.t,;\.-11~, 

• 1 , •• under which they arrived in the U.S. and~ tet,i~r\'!~ :-~n. ~ -,;&~Uine concern. Wiift tbe child restot~~~~i-\ ., 
" by their adoptive parents. . · ·-•·~ , •Jf;,~.~: ~ -1'e ;"benefactor .. then PfCSC!lted trhi,~;.,, ~-: 111 

.... ·, Still claiming t? know what is best for the V~!98~~1: "•~!d)J>itCnts could~ ~Y· Tac staff~ ~ .~-!: · -
: ,f. _ _.i ~ ll~y to oblige p~rents wb~.self-int~~,~~J ~ ;~ t,.ke c~ of.f~ ~aqe ~ l•i 1 :. ,. • 
' , t with therr own, adoption ageDCJCI are imisthl&.~ ! 1111. ·t=•anuwt-~the. cluld for adoption. ., ,~.;! '..'~,-:,, ~, · ·f 
· . ., , traditional atandard used in ,cuatody .1truul,~ i ~f, .f ):; {Jl·~~'. ~om S~~n since . the war•s e°'1, ietf-~ ~~ l~:' 

· • : 1 ... • i "·, :: -.i~ 11~i?.l~·,,,1: ,~ •·.. -, .•. ,., . . ... ,-;-..,;••~ "~·:..:~~s!~~"-
.,,. •, •. , ..._ ,:., ,. -;.·•t · ... _ ... /- • •,-~ • • .. .,t-"...-::,: .. 1\-' 

t I· ·1 •,. 1:.t 1•· ,~ - ! £c , .- ,;.,...._ , '-f-•f 'lt........._ .. · " '. i ",f <-;_ 1' 4 . ¥ -\t~, ,#. ",$ ...._~ .. f 
· -~ ' ,, , .\ . .i, . •.,.'i:'!fll;.."' t ,.·~. '-. .J. '! fl i _...~~1~-.~~,.., •. t . •• - .. • . .J> t.1 · .,J -..._,;_":·· 

• J ·• , _ 4-~ -, •f·'l. f' • •-~ "f\,.,, ... . p l ..... •~ • ,,._. ; ·, ;. j, •, t•. ~,,.?._ '•r,!~~ -\'. .. ..:: ·;. ... , - •'': •~!IIJ.,l ~ -:,1 .e,y:\~_1-...\.,~:_¥ .i· f, _ . .f -::~~t.-,.A . . ;-.,\, i.'I . - 1!.' "J,. , c: .. , t.'. ,.·' ''..t\'=',:.l.f ... ·• ... "· 
-.. .. ,(1 . j,f "'•t• .-.Jsi~- .... 1 • .; .. •r.·~~ . .,~~-~-~~~)~ -~i';'.,c~-i-.:: .. : 1 . \•~:· .1,i(:.~.::.L.·~-'-~:;..,P1.:~,._• · ::._· f~-~- ......... ,._.#~; ... ~t;~:..:.:.~~ _...!,_ 
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-~dOpiiO~s-_ ... _ ..... _ 
Unde~· cloud·: 

By MARTHA SHIH 
Of the Pest-Dilpatcb Staff 

The decision of the Iowa Supreme Court to return a 
Vietnamese child adopted by an American family to his 
natural mother has raised new fears among St. Louis 

.,. area families who have adopted Vietnamese cbildren. 
But the attol'l)ey for a New York grQUp that has fil 

court suits in behalf of the. Vietnamese children b 
to the United States in 1'75 says the ruling Is a good 
because it will make it easier .for Vietnamese paren _ 
who gave up their children under pressure to rega· 
their parental rights. . .. 

The Iowa Supreme Court ruled unanimously last 
week that Doan Van Dinh, 4 years old, must be 
returned to hik mother,- Mrs. Doan Thi Hoang Anh, 33 . 
. The court conceded that the famlly dlat bad adopted 
the child, Mr. and Mrs. John Nelscm of Forest City, la., 
had ·"rendered exceptional service ID his behalf. Under 
this record, someone must be hurt." 
· The Iowa ruling is the first by a state supreme court . 
-on a case involving a _Vietnamese mother's .attempts to 
regain her child. Several other cases are pending 
around the country. Adoptive parents here worry that 
the Iowa precedent could induce more Vietnamese 
refugees here to seek .the return of children turned over 

. to orphanages In South Vietnam and adopted ,by 
American families. . · ) 

, . "It's a real fear among· them, ,They're r'l!nning 
scared,"·said 'Mrs. Pat Adams, a director of the WorJd 
Children's Fund, lnc .• form'!rly the Vietnamese CbTJ. 
dren's Fund, Inc. Many of the families that adopted 
Vietnamese children are lbembers. of the fund. · ,. 

Although many of the 30 St. Louis families v,ith 
children from Operation Babylift have legal custody of 
their children - unlike tbe Iowa family- aome of 1M 
a&>ptions have yet to be made ftnal. • 

At least one St. I,.ouiS family bas been told tbat_ it's 
adopted son baa Vietnamese relatives in the ·United ' 
States, ~- Adams said. . . . 

Other families that are unsure of whether their 
adopted child has relatives have Shunned pubiicity 
totally. Mrs. Adams said one mother recenny became 
very upse~ when a television crew singled her child out 
of a group and attempted to interview him and identify 
hitµ on a news program. • . 

Ms Anna Forder, a St. Louis lawyer who has handled · 
many of the adoptions, says many adoptive parents - , 
even those who adopt American children - feel some 
uneasiness until they get legal custody of their children. 
-In Missouri, they can be granted legal custody about 18 
months after ffling adoption&;::· TIie VletMmeee 
children brought here under tion Babylft - tie; 
·controversial, last-minate _airlift - of ~rects of 
Vietnamese children - uve bee-n here about 17 
months. . 

A major lawsuit is-pendiag ill the Niath Circuit'C'.ourt 
of Appeals in Franclsco ·conceritina the ripts of 
Vietnamese children brought here on the airlift. 'l1le 
Center for Constitutional Rights in New York Is among 
the plaintiffs in the suit, which seeks a bait to tbe 

~adoptions of an ·Babylift_ children, the appointment of 
: ~(:>8Cia_l gia_:l~~. ~ -an ~ensive search by adoption 



~------------------------------~~=; ·---~ v .... • _ w ... 111ut11er, Mrs. Doan Thi Hoang Anh, 33 . 
. The court conceded that the family that had adopted 
the child, Mr. and Mrs. John Nelson of Forest City, la., 

• 

had··"rendered exceptional service in his behalf. Under 
this record, someone must be hurt." . · 
. The Iowa rul~ th~ first by a..state ~-court ,; 

-on a case involving a Vietnamese mother's ~U:tempts to 
regain ber child: Several ·other c:asea are pending . 
around the count:-;. Adoptive parents here worry th11t 
the Iowa precedent could induce more Vietnamese 
refugees here to seek ·the return of children turned over 
to orphanages in South Vietnam and ~doptecl ,by · .. 
Amerlcanfamilie$. ;.. ) ' . '' · .i';"- · ···'. " , " 

, "It's a •.real fear '. among ·~em_. ?l'hey1re ~ing ;· 
scared,"· said Mrs. Pat Adams, a direct9r Qf tbe W~d . · 
Children's Fund, Inc.; fonn~rly the V~tnamese Chil-
dren's Fund, liic':'Maily :oHhe familles ithal adopteg . 
. Vietnamese children are lllembers of tbe fund. · ,· ,: . 

Although many of the .30 St °Louis __ f-1ies Y(ith 
children from Op,eration Babylift have 1epl custody .of 
.their children.~ unlflte .the Iowa lamRy - so~e Qf the .•. 

. adoptions have yet to be made final. - , 
At least one St. Louis family has been told that it's 

adopted son has Vietnamese relatives in -the ·United ' 
States, Mf!i. Adams said. . -

Other families· that are unsure of whether their 
adopted child has relatives have shunned pubiicity 
totally. Mrs. ~dams said one mother recently became 
very upset when a television crew singled her child out 
of a group' and ,attempted to Interview him and identi,fy \ 
hi!Jl on a news program. • . , ' . - . 

Ms Anna Forder, a St. Louis lawyer who has handled -
many of the ~options, says many adoptive parents - , 
even . those wtio adopt American children - feel some 
uneasiness until they get legal custody of their children. 
In Missouri, they can be granted legal custody about 18 
months after filiQg ad~ption papers. The Vietnamese 
children brought here under Operation Babylift - lhe, 
controve.rsial, last-minute airlift - of h~dre<Js of 
Vietnamese children ·- bave been here about 17 1 
months. ' · • ,.' 

A major lawsuit is pending in the _Ninth Circuit'Court 
of Appeals in San Francfsco'·concerruna the rights of 
Vietnamese children brought here on the airlift. The 

. Center for Constitutional Rights in New·York ls among 
the plaintiffs in the suit, which s~ks a halt to the 

.- adoptions of au ·.Babyiift. children, the appointment of 
· ;· special guardians, and an ~ensive seafch by adoption · 

• agencies. for infqrmation about the Ba:bylift 'c;hildren's 
:;natural parents: ., .c . · •t .. ·. · •.. - • - · 
.. · · t,1s Nancy Stearns, staff attorney for the center, said 
:' the 'i~ue at stake was)~:children's rigbt:th return to . 
"'Vietnam. · ' .. . · · · · " 
: " ,'Any clu1d who ~s sen{l() the. United States ~ugh-, 
;;misµnderstanding or error or bis parents' frighi is 
'.~ing hel.~ in v_lotation o,f bis ryght t,o go bac'k," Ms _:_;\ 
~:,SteafllS said- . . •. · • , : . ,. . 
"' - "It's clear that iii many cases, the p~ts may have 
!.:given the child up, but not .voluntarily,"-.he said. "Ha· 
''.1110t1"1r is tn_.a ltuming hllMln2 she 'throws the child 
:·~i · window to save i~te.. an<1 person who · 
~.tthes the dild runs away_ with~. sho~•t . the 
~mother-be.allowed to try to get it back~ . · · 
:: "That was the situation In Vietnam," she said. · 
"' • Ms Steams said that ,the Iowa courts bad determined 
f that. Mrs. Doan tu!d acted with the best 1matemal 
:;motives when she took .her children to the Friends of 
<><Children of Vietnam Orphanage in Saigon and' asked 
;:that they be taken out of the country to safety. 
:: Ms Forder, the St. Louis lawyer, said she was sure 
; "99 per cent of the St. Louis kids are true orphans." ·· 
'.; "Their parents are either dead, or they were -
"'llbandoned at birth at maternity hospitals," she said. -1 

-~. :0'These families .here did not involve themselves in an-y 1·-·"!frauct" '' I . • - - . 
~ • · -.:..,.~ .:. ___ ,.:_r~ ...: ··.·. "_' ~.--
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e ·for Return 'of Son 
! ~\s MhINES, Iowa' -(AP)- A . Viet- . Falls, fled Vietnam and enter~d the Unlt-
namese . .mother . who left h~r seven . ed States as a ~efugee on Aug. 5, 1975. 
chili&• in an orphanage wlaile the Com- She said she never gave_.the orphanage 

.~ · miuuita ~•need on Satgon 88}S, "I am permission to have her ddldren adopted. 
so'1ipll)':J-don't know wbat word you caa · When tber arrived in the United States, 
tat" 'over_ a corirt decision returning one she traced them through the Denver of. 
mild. to bet, tice of the orphll)Ulge. · ' 

·''1.Mr. .exclting and ·nervy," said Doau- The Nelsoils contendea tbat Anh bad 
,toang .Anh,- 33, ln Great·Falls, Mont., abandoned her childre~ and that Binh's 

where she Jives. / best interests would served by Jus 
· . , "lt's Dice, tosing a 80}1. We were hoping beihg left witla them. 'Ba& tht court 1aid 
;, fer a mlraclei.'._' .. was 1be reaction of J,oha was · ' 'a ~man ef extraordinary 

f.year-old boy's foster fa- courage, . perseverance 119d fnll compu-
dlerier_ ._ Jast 18 months. "We're happy sion for her child." · · 
we'"' had .a ·year and a half wWt Ben." · The court also said llere "!lS evidence 

Iowa Supreme Court £bief .Justice C. tbe Nelsons bad caased Binh to avoid 
Btjwin . Moore· wrote .in. the ananimous contact' with ootber vietnamese family 
decistol '-t ''the Nelsons Jaave ·rendered in · Forest City, ..Iowa, where they live, 
exceptiQDal service in._ (Bea's) behaH. "····· in effect ausing ldm &o reject his 
Under 1bia ·Mrd, . SOIDeQDe must be caltnrai and racial nots." 
hurt." ' The court did ask, llowever, that there 

Ben, whse real aame is Doan Van be continued contact between the Nelsons 
Binh, Ia • of seven brot6ers and sisters . 

.a. f and Binh. •. · , , who escaped capture in me fin~ days o 
Abe Balp regime. TllfJlr mother left ADIi, who Is vaillbsc &o be a nurse's 
U(em in • Frltellds of Vietnam Children aide, already bad ~ted recl~med 
orphanage with a request to get-'Ulem out four of ber cblldrelt from .a .Boulder, 
of 1he eoantry, according , &o , court Olio., couple who ntinquished them vol_. 
~- . · untarily. Another ;t1I ' lives Ill a foster 
· .~r'fatber bad jlllt been ldlled. · home in this co..-,, and 8ll bdant It 
: 1r11u MIi, a1 Ille It .bowa ta Great with a family in -

I • . ? ' ,o . Q-

Newborns \Vho : 
M~_Diso6,:P 
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ONE-VOTE··LOSS . I 

'Oil~~Sh 
' • 'J..I;> 

By SHARON SHERMAN comp 
\ Denver Post Washln,ln ..,,.... ic fu 

WASHINGTON-A bill to pro.vicle U other 
billion in federal incentives for ~COIIllller-
cialization" of synthetic fuel~including 
oil shale-was defeated Thursday when John 
the House -by one ·vote failed .to grant the . Teno 
measure a rule for debate. , ' / rule, 

The l!l'l-193 vote ended chances that the deba 
fuels research program will be funded by . D-Co 
this ·Congress, which plans to adjourn were 
Oct. 2. . ~r 

It was the second time in less than a said 
year that the House defeated a pn,posa1 

-for loan guaran~ to indUCl! epergy, 



LEAVING ADOPTIVE PARENTS 

Mother Reclaiming 
Vietnamese Son, 4 _ 

FOREST CITY, Iowa - (AP) - .Doan 
Van Binh, 4-year-old cenlerpiec,e of x1ot)!1 _ 
emotional legal battle, is going home with 
his Vietnamese mother, 18 months after 
the John Nelson family thought they had 
adopted him. 

Doan Thi Hoang Ahn, 33, Sunday left 
her home in Great Falls, Mont. , and 
planned lo pick her son up at the Nelson 
home Monday. 

The foster family had asked that she 
slay with them for several days before 
taking Binh home with her. "Unless she 
can spend some time with us and find out 
what Ben has been going through, it's 
going lo be very difficult for him," Nel-
son said. · 

But Mrs. Doan told reporters that she 
expected lo return with the child Monday 
evening. "He will be going home," she 
~aid. 

She said she couldn't take time away 
from her nurse's aide studies and 
couldn't arrange babysitting for her other 
children. 

THE NELSONS, meanwli.ile, said the 
child told them. "I want to stay home," 
and. "I love Bobby. I don't want to leave 
Bobby," an older child of the Nelsons. 

"Ben doesn't understand what's going 
on-and that's the biggest problem." said 
Nelson. '·He trusts us and thinks we are 
his mom and dad." 

Legal records show that Mrs. Doan es--
caped lo Saigon with her seven children 
from their home in the central highlands 
during the last days of the Saigon regime. 
Her husband was killed in the final days 
of the war. 
· Mrs. Doan, fearing she too would be 
killed, left the children with the Friends 
of Children of Vietnam Orphanage · in 
hopes they could escape. But she refused 
to give her consent for their adoption. 

SIX OF THE children were brought to 
the United States, and some were placed 
in foster homes. She quickly regained 
custody of five, but the Nelsons kept 

ARMY A 'BURDEN' 

AP Laserpholo 
DOAN VAN BlNH 

Court ruled he be returned. 

Binh. The other child is in France_ and 
diplomats are negotiating for the child's 
return. 

Mrs. Doan began her fight to regain 
custody of her son when she arrived in 
this country as a refugee on Aug. 5, 1975. 

The Nelsons, who have two children. 
began adoption proceedings. for Binh in 
May 1975. But the lowa Supreme Court 
rnled last month that he must be re-
turned to his mother. 

"Two· good homes are available to 
Binh." the Iowa Supreme Court said in 
its ruling last month. "Someone must be 
hurt." 

Thi Iowa court said continued absence 
from his mother probably would result in 
further alienation from Binh's heritage. 

The court said it hoped some contact 
could be maintained between the Nelsons 
and Binh. 

1'>int Chief's Chairman's 
r:omment Studied 

'Pnse De-
'•inday 

HOWEVER, AN OFFICIAL of King 
Features who listened to the tape of the 
jnt, .. ,,;~w wUJ'd'tiO~ ov~r the weekend 

- . .,"'I.hr- · 

10 Tl 
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r, ap::rwork. AUtouf,b mucb .1>! o.s J c,,; . 
ume. •a, k ti wa, k~t i.o t.1-ie c:a.s?l of tlb~ 
C-5 >\ ,L'.d s::.r.i i: . paperwod: wa~ .not . ·, : 

1 ' • Ii., • • '' . • '\. .... l , ..iumh, poi'itkaJ per~uasions, anJ five hundrd d,,', :tl ,. :.>t. 0i"'·. :: rl 
e·,,, i.' ; of Che. writers. These writers · j nteasive . er.~ •• ·" ,;.'.:.·,::~, r-: ,:·'., .;.J.l;. 

c:o~;-.c,:.d L!'\ L .- few .aays pnor to 1he ._. . , . 
fa;! M th -::: sov~rrune.nt, evecy ¢hild we . _t ,., 

bro:liht to thi~ cou:itrv -had bee~l re- ·,) f. that Vietnamese orphanage, therapy to f, }, · ... ,· •,·r.;d, sd- -'~'.u.,g 
'·• · ,ercrowded, understaffed (often , ·to the plcie;· c':i:.: ~-. a:>d p;,d r,•. r.-l .. 
v- . ;_, , i>or 15•50 children), lacking t.ion · and love :0 r•t. /.~J-·,'.•"tl ,'.,,f 
i, .. -~ m-.:>st -elementary medical ca.--e ·_houses ' w~l-r ;.> -:·:' w::.n , .. ·, r.. :s:i'r . 
(r :· ,~ri, no nunes, no measles vac- 1 ocrse3 end p·•, · fr ,F, ,,::er·.! ,.;,,, :"1-
,·, ,. c'.:.), and without the funds and ·. -t:ics: '.we . t:::·:.,,.u ,-;_ v ·; :erect ::· :~1 
r ·.:; to. adequately feed the child- h Ln;ted Vi·:. ,,. wr ;1-~n 1., · 1 

r results were physical, mental, · ~are wcrL:~ ? ·: .. ::-i ,·,- •. .! 
~.. , _;_.) ..ibnal deprivation and_ retatJa• co.:;-i:d:n;_ 
( .. ,,, :~_;nutrition (often &evere), and e ,~ry p:.:·.' 

· ~1 ,~,es of over fifty percent. '". , 
1 . : 'te - the Vietnamese tradition -, 

t - t extended family wo-Jld ttre 
f , r u o,p!lan, the fact remains that 
,•,'- r ; ;ell mphanage population ccn-
' · · ;.· · to bcrease, despite the cka'.!l 

• .i· ~ult of tho h igh aban ::fo:~-
... ;,• r:..e. Indeed, there v.ue childrc:i 
i:, :::, :,r..~ses who h:id living. ider:Cl-
. ·>:. 1:_1"::its who had expressed the:.r 
:;,~: ;. ·_er ~tention of' returning le: 
::l(:r · children "hen ;ossible. The 
C ·-~· C. :r !?is!cn. with ·whom we .,ori:.d. 
i:- -,~ •--iv r.ever.rcleastd such cliildr,-:t 
[c; , -~;tion. These women ren~ined 

Yi~!;_~ wtcr the ev,acuadon. With 
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Ica,d .{or adoptio:1. -No ag~cy · 9/"as -~<'· .. ··I, 
a~ov,ed to ft -,nsp.ort chil~e~ ~·ith the -~· 
inter,t ( f bcl:ig J'ellflited. wi_th pan,:m. .--·· 

0 £ th~ 575. -chJ~...n -we trampo:-t::tl 
iTi the 2irti.:t, Aft-rcx;;r.&tcly lflO .t;~i~-
ca.-n we . e t,.::ir.:; a~r,p.cd p,frr.t<') (--ot 
1',:"' .:;1·, .. n agency) hy .E0rc;.,e.": r ". 
.•; ·, w:., b :,1 mad,;: a:: ra::c:r ,::-,•,, u:, 
r:. t~y w; ·:i an orpLar:-.r~ . At 1h. t 1. r "! 

,·_f/.C i,ad e.p:;:>r :)x;~::leiy 550 c:."::i. · .. 
iH it~ c,;.~ (SOO was the r .Vi.tn:il ;-. 1 ::. -

b::~ : .. ;:•r: ~-e j vi1 _ou:· rclls f. ,,:· y rr.: ., ··. 
ar!J 5;) v. 1s a,1· a"!:~a.)! m mb.r of ., ·,u 
t :<y:J~ C'~1 Th; ; 1 .1~ :z -- ~ P· ! 

.: "i5:3 c7:'ldre;: v. ·"'r~ 1,,: 
. _; [;.v-? co_ :i ·.~; ,·£ ' , ·: 

,'.'" ~:e:: '•:> •~ave!, an j thcia,, "':.~ \' · --: 
!) b~ !( .. ,1· .. -c.~j to C!fh!L~.:: .. :; ·\ ... 
'.· ., ·.t! s',.~,; ' .'. C !:- : J 0:1'.y a;; :-c.:! tr 
cL.,.i:1 r, ,1i,·?1 c:ire for fo~. C2'.l •,~,. 
l l,: .. -:-.:i·~~s lr•f,.;:.~y eF±:ain v ~-~:' "·c ~- l:;1_, 
~~! ·:~1:) t b:1~r::n frQ~ paic?"":·:s .-~-~1::1 r.f~ 
v,r-::: rl .2t :,, t,~ brir,[; i.H of L ::r 
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