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Soulh Vieitnam

Former army offlcers being re-educated’ five millicn'
dlsplaged city dwellers moving back to the farms . the-
v- Communist rulers soft-pedaling the revolutlon as they

seek 1o return to native ways. . A

SAIGON, One year “after the fail of the Thieu
regime, Saigon is still ‘a‘ city in ‘transition, half
of it ki in the past, the other half in a

. future Mg_l»undeﬁned.. The downtown bars are
still mostly’ open, and ‘in their empty dimness

the: bar girls still seem to be waiting for the

~return of their former patrons. The cafes, patterned '
-on their Paris namesakes, are full. Lean youths

in tapered shirts, long hair and flared jeans throng
“"around_the: juke boxes, with 'their ceaseless blare

of hard rock. Most of the French restaurants are
still. in business (though their French owners have
"left), and Saigon still offers the best cheese soufflé
_and crépes ﬂgmbées in Asia.

The. old bonkshops have - closed, but, thanks
to the mltxauve of some enterprising merchants,
literature for all tastes may be found spread

_neatly on the sidewalks—back copies of Playboy
next to U.L. News & World Report, “The Gulag -

Archipelago’ next to the Encyclopaedia Britannica,

and a fair ‘sampling of practically every book

on Vietnam, in English, or French, published over
the past 30 years. The new bookshops that have
been opened by -the Provisional Revolutionary
Government (P.R.G.) display  the writings of Ho
Chi Minh, Marx, Engels" and Lenin, as well as
. 'traditional Vietnamese literature and Saigon’s'new
crop of newspapers. These include a paper pub-
lished By ‘the Saigon Revolutiqgary Committee;

Max Austerlitz is a longtim'e‘ observer of Asian af-

- “fairs who recently spent several months in Vietham.
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another published by an.opposition fisure under

the old regime; a Chinese-language daily serving -
the Chinese ethnic community, and a Rpmnn@aﬂao-

_ lic weekly.

The thieves’ mar'Ret is stll[ thrnvmg, with- transis-

tor radios, TV sets, stereo ‘equipment, American;

reconds and other “preliberation” import items -

on sale at exorbitant prlces Cars and motorcycles

have gone down in price, as a result of gasoline

rationing; blcycles have gone up. At the central
market, there is no shortage of goods or buyers.
The whole city seems to be on a buying spree.
Indeed, were it not for the absence of sandbags

and barbed wire, and for the occasional portrait of °

Ho ' Chi Minh, it would appear to . the casual:

__ observer that nothing had changed. The' traffic

is as chaotic as ever; an occasional child still -
begs on Tu Do Street; the English signs outside
the bars and taxlor shops remain untouched. ;

This mélange of old and new is the mult

of deliberate choice. “All problems are important,” 7
‘explained one of the new leaders of South Vietnam, .
“buts some are immediate and others can wait.”
The Vietnamese Communists made a distinction _

between “the essential and the nonessential” after
~coming to power in.the South, and, since April
30, 1975, Saigon has been undergoing a step-by-step -
process in which the revolutum has been soft-
pedaled.

In the first few weeks after the entry of Commu- &

nist forces, Saigon lived in a state that sometimes. .

bordered on chaos. North Vietnamese soldiers set.

up billets; P.R.G. cadres were in the process

of identifying each other; Northern officials sent

-hastily from Hanoi were getting oriented, and

the “304” was the scourge of the town. This—de-

riving from the numerals 30/4, for April 30—was -

"~ One year later: Former South Vietnamese generals

The Sa:gon thieves’ market is suu in busmm ,




These pictures were taken recently by the French photographer Marc Riboud.

being “re-educated” at a camp in Quang Trung. Top left, a Saigon street scene.

A North Vietnamese soldier goes home.

F& % -
Z v &

the name the Saigonese had given to the “instant
Communists” who emerged after the change of
tegime. They included a good number of petty
crooks, whose favorite trick was to don black
pajamas and go from house to house confiscating
radios and TV sets in the name of - “Socialist
morality.” For a while it was not easy for the
population to tell the real cadres from the impos-
tors. A few well-publicized executions of Jlooters
soon appeared to bring the problem under con-
trol. Another problem was the vast amount of
guns, hand grenades and other weapons that flood-
ed Saigon and other cities as the Saigon army
disintegrated before the Communist advance. The
authorities appear to have averted the potential
danger to security by a collection drive in which
weapons were turned in with no questions asked.

Next came the registration of all former Govern-
ment officials and military ~personnel, most of
whom had returned to their homes in the cities
and villages, although a handful had taken to

the jungle, where they resorted to minor banditry.
Many of them hesitated to comply at first; those
who did were given identity cards and advised
not to change their domiciles. All but about 200,000
of the estimated 1.5 million persons affected were
registered by June, and the “re-education” process
began. g

For privates and most noncoms, this consisted
of three days of lectures. For former officers,
it entailed much more. Some 70,000 of them
were sent to camps in the countryside, for a
lengthy course of lectures and discussion meetings.
In Saigon, the rumor was that the qfficers in
the re-education camps would have their eyes
gouged out or would be made to die of beriberi.
(When the North Vietnamese were in the outskirts
of Saigon, the rumor was that they would chop
off the: fingers of all women with long- nails.
Twelve hours later, there wasn’t a damsel with
long nails left in the city. Since then, the nails
have grown back to their former elegance.) The

The New York Times Magazine/April 25, 1976 33



rumors of bodily harm in store for the officers
have been squelched, but the re-education process
has taken longer than had been generally expected.
A few officers have tetumed, but the majority
are still in the camps.

n 1954, Saigon’s population stood at 500,000.
By 1974, it had increased to more than three
million, and the city had become unman-
ageable. On April 30, 1975, the economy of
South Vietnam collapsed—and with it the legal

ing large urban centers. Cadres had to be rushed
in from the North. Some of them were Southerners,
former Vietminh members who had moved North
after the 1954 Geneva Agreecments and who now
rediscovered a Saigon they hardly recognized.

“I arrived in Saigon two days after liberation,”
said one of them, “and the first thing I did
was to go and visit members of my family whom
1 had not seen for 20 years. I found them all, '
18 of thém, in the house of an uncle of mine,
clustered in one room and shaking with fright.
I asked them what was wroug. ‘We know the



rumors of bodily harm in store for the officers
have been squelched, but the re-education process
has taken longer than had been generally expected.
A few officers have returned, but the majority
are still in the camps.

n 1954, Saigon’s population stood at 500,000.

By 1974, it had increased to more than three

million, and the city- had become unman-

ageable. On April 30, 1975, the economy of
South Vietnam collapsed—and with it the legal
system, the public-order apparatus, the schools
and the. postal services. All that was left was the
cruel heritage of 30 years of war.

To govern the country, the Communists set up
Military Management Committees in all the prov-
inces, and a separate one for the Saigon area. In
the provinces, control was turned over to civilians
after a few months; Saigon, however, was a fester-
ing sore. Its swollen refugee population; the long
years of unnatural dependence on imported raw
materials; the warped market economy in which
hoarding and the creation of artificial shortages by
some businessmen had been the rule; the tens of
thousands of orphans, cripples and prostitutes—
all this made for a situation that was to tax the
new authorities to the utmost. The Saigon Military
Management Committee—actually, seven of its 11
members were civilians—remained in place as a
precaution against potential disturbances and as a
handle for the superlative administrative system of
the North Vietnamesé Army.

The intervention of the N.V.A. in the city govern-
ment seems to have been dictated by necessity.
The Southern-based P.R.G. was well-entrenched
in the countryside, but it had only a skeleton
organization in Saigon and no experience in manag-

A former general tends a vegetable patch at a
“re-education” camp near Saigon.

ing large urban centers. Cadres had to be rushed
in from the North. Some of them were Southerners,
former Vietminh members who had moved North
after the 1954 Geneva Agreements and who now
rediscovered a Saigon they hardly recognized.

“I arrived in Saigon two days after liberation,”
said one of them, “and the first thing I did
was to go and visit members of my family whom
1 had not seen for 20 vears. I found them all,
18 of thém, in the house of an uncle of mine,
clustered in one room and shaking with fright.
1. asked them what was wrong. ‘We know the
Communists -are going to kill us,” they said, ‘so
we all came here so we would die together.’
I told them to stop being foolish and to go
back to their homes.”

“For 10 days,” the official added, “they were in
a state of bliss. Today, all they do is complain.
Not enough gas, the shops are running out of
soda water, they no longer get the latest French
fashion magazines. . . ."”

The Saigon city government is now staffed
by a mixture of P.R.G. cadres, Southern ‘“‘returnees”
from the North, Northerners of the Hanoi moid,
and a sprinkling of former Saigon technical person-
nel trained in American methods. The combination
has worked surprisingly well. At the Saigon airport,
for instance, the former ground personnel and
meteorological staff are back at work under the
direction of North Vietnamese supervisors, and the
lumBering C-130’s, on which the Saigon emblem
has been replaced by the North Vietnamese star,
are given their landing instructions by the same
American-trained air-traffic controllers who op-
erated the control tower during the days of Presi-
dent Thieu.

A good way to understand how the Saigon
city government goes about (Continued on Page 98)
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it§ task is by' studying the

4 organizgtion of one of the 11
_ districts into which the greater

~ Saigon area has been divided.
-The Son My Tay district lies
in the outskirts of Saigon. It
has a score of industrial
including four cotton
mills, a sugar refinery, a pro-
ducer of native drugs and an
ice-making factory, and some
small—mostly family-run—

-~ food stores, carpenter shops,

repair shops and the like.

| - There were at most 100,000
" -inhabitants in -Son My. Tay

in 1965; by the late 60’s the
number reached 200,000.

Son My Tay is adminis-
tered by its own Revolution-
ary Committee, under the

_guidance of the overall city

management group. The com-
mittee oversees the work of
nine departments, in such
areas as the economy, -educa-

. tion, information and culture,

public security, health and
welfare and other concerns.
Apart from that, the district
is divided into subdistricts of
10,000 to 20,000 people,
which are subdivided into
sectors of up to 5,000 peo-
ple, which are further subdi-
vided into “solidarity units”
of about 20 families apiece.
Overlapping these subdivi-
sions are any number of as-

_ sociations of teachers, intel-
.lectuals, shopkeepers, young

people, women, workers, re-
ligious groups and so on.
Within this system, the indi-
vidual becomes part of a web
of mutual responsibilities. For
instance, at the simplest level,
sanitation in Saigon’s back

_streets is now the responsi-

bility of the “solidarity
units,” operating through the
local workers’, young people’s-
and women’s associations.

The chief problems in Son
My Tay were economic. The
unemployment  rate in the
months after “liberation”
reached 70 percent—a reflec-
tion of a situation on the
national level in which more
than three million people, in-
cluding about one million
military, became jobless over-
night a year ago. Economic
recovery in Son My Tay has
been facilitated by the ab-
sence of large industries de-
pendent on-imported-raw ma-
terials. Except for one e plant,
all the industries in the dis-
trict were privately owned
under the former regime, and
still are. “Our policy,” said

3

of the ‘Son My Tay Revolu-

-tionary Committee, “consists,

first, of normalizing life with-
in our district, and, second,
of assisting those who were
displaced by the war and had
to move to the city to re-
turn to their homes in the
countryside.”

“Return to the countrysnde"
—everything in the new lead-
ers’ plans hinges on that. Be-
tween 1965 and 1975, approxi-
mately 10 million South Viet-
namese—more than half the
population of the country—
were displaced from their vil-
lage homes. The rural popula-
tion decreased from 85 per-
cent of the total to 47 percent.
While some of the villagers
moved from one rural area
to another, the major dis-
placement was from the coun-
tryside to the cities. More
than five million of the ref-
ugees are today crowded in

the . cities—Saigon, Danang, °

Nha Trang, Hue, My Tho,

Vung Tau—where they are :

partly or totally out of work.
The new Government is faced
with the problem of not hav-
ing enough farmers to tiil the
land, and too many urban
residents who are out of work
or who have skills of little
use to the economy.

' Rural resettlement, an oper-
ation of staggering propor-
tions, is being implemented
along two lines. One is called

An orphanage in Saigon: One
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ducer of native drugs and an
jce-making factory, and some
small—mostly family-run—

~ Tood stores, carpenter shops,

repair shops and the like.

-~ There were at most 100,000 .
~inhabitants in -Son My. Tay
4 in 1965; by the late 60’s the

number reached 200,000.

Son My Tay is adminis-
'r,tered by its own Revelution:
ary Committee, under the

| _guidance of the overall city

management group. The com-
mittee oversees the work of
nine departments, in such
areas as the economy, ‘educa-

. tion, information and culture,

public security, health and
welfare and other concerns.
Apart from that, the district
is divided into subdistricts of
10,000 to 20,000 people,
which are subdivided into
sectors of up to 5,000 peo-
ple, which are further subdi-
vided ibto “solidarity units”
of about 20 families apiece.
Overlapping these subdivi-
sions are any number of as-
sociations of teachers, intel-
.lectuals, shopkeepers, young
people, women, workers, re-
ligious groups and so on.
Within this system, the indi-
vidual becomes part of a web
of mutual responsibilities. For
instance, at the simplest level,
sanitation in Saigon’s back
streets is now the responsi-
bility of the “solidarity
units,” operating through the
local workers’, young people’s-
and women’s associations.
The chief problems in Son
My Tay were economic. The
unemployment  rate in the
months after “liberation”
reached 70 percent—a reflec-
tion of a situation on the
national level in which more
than three million people, in-
cluding ~about one million
military, became jobless over-
night a year ago. Economic
recovery in Son My Tay has
been facilitated by the ab-
sence of large industries de-
pendent on imported raw ma-
terials. Except for one
all the industries in the dis-
trict were privately owned
under the former regime and
still are. “Our policy,” said
Nguyen Chi Hieu,; chairman
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“Return to the countryside”
—everything in the new lead-
ers’ plans hinges on that. Be-
tween 1965 and 1975, approxi-
mately 10 million South Viet-
namese—more than half the
population of the ecountry—
were displaced from their vil-
lage homes. The rural popula-
tion decreased from 85 per-
cent of the total to 47 percent.
While some of the villagers
moved from one rural area
to another, the major dis-

placement was from the coun-

tryside to the cities. More
thanfive million of the ref-
ugees are today crowded in

the cities—Saigon, Danang,

Nha Trang, Hue, My Tho,
Vung Tau—where they are
partly or totally out of work.
The new Government is faced
with the problem of not hav-
ing enough farmers to till the
land, and too many urban
residents who are out of work
or who have skills of little
use to the economy.

' Rural resettlement, an oper-
ation of staggering propor-
tions, is being implemented
along two lines. One is called

An orphanage in Saigon: One

/
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«“return to the village of ori-

gin.” This will affect those
displaced persons who have
maintained roots — family,
some property—in their birth-
places. While the Government
is providing some help, this
program does not require a
major effort, as people will
be returning to areas-where
they already have some eco-
nomic foundation.

However, in many cases
the original village has been
totally destroyed,  together
with the ancestral tombs, and
the land has lain untended,
with the result that the dis-
placed persons have lost their
attachment to the place. In

other -eases, the village does

not have enough arable land
to support the returnees with
their enlarged famliies. So a
fwin program is the establish-
ment of rural “areas of new
economy,” where displaced
persons who don’t want to
go back to their old villages
can be resettled and rehabili-
tated, and where new oppor-
tunities can be offered for
young volunteers.

Across the map of South
Vietnam, “areas of new eco-
nomy” have been drawn up
in a leopard-spot pattern. Ge-
nerally, they are areas that
either had been or had be-
come underpopulated. For ex-
ample, the district of Cu Chi
near Saigon had 36,000 inhab-
itants in the early 60’s. By 1973
the population was down ‘to
600. Plans now call for the
resettlement ~ and rehabilita-
tion of 48,000 displaced per-
sons in Cu Chi within the
next two to five years—half

of them people who were
from the district originally.
Some of the villages were
totally destroyed, and will be
rebuilt on their former sites.

In Vietnam, a village usually
consists of a cluster of ham-
lets covering an area of up
to 25,000 acres and hous-
ing about 1,000 families, or
5,000 to 8,000 inhabitants.
About 500 villages are to be
rebuilt. A displaced person
is given a choice of returning
to his village, whether inside
or outside an area of new
economy, or moving to a new
location inside such an area.

A lot must be done before
such a zone is ready # re-
ceive the refugees. First, the
mines and unexploded ord-
nance must be disposed of
and the bomb* craters must
be filled. Then, a start must
be made on reclaiming the
land, restoring the wells, lay-
ing new roads and building
the houses, medical centers
and other facilities. Only then
will the displaced persons be-
gin to arrive—and to assist
in the subsequent work of
reconstruction.

Each family that moves in
receives a basic kit of farming
and cooking utensils, mosqui-

- to netting and other rural
necessities, as well as enough
food to last it until the first
harvest. Each family is also
given 10,000 square meters
(about 2.5 acres) of land.
The family will have deeds
to the land, but any part
of the crop it wishes to sell
must be sold to the -state
at fixed prices. In addition,
however, each family will be

~
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-1 go back to the countryside

—vwayy v

of which it wm be allowed
to sell at free prices on the
free market.

_ The program, which began
to be implemented at the end
of 1975, calls for resettling
and rehabilitating five million
people over the next three
to five years.-Of these, it
is expected that three million
will move to areas of new
economy and two million will
return to their villages outside
those zones. In every city
district, the local Revolution-

A

tation and resettlement” de-
partment that fosters the*re-
turn to the countryside. .In
Son My Tay, for instance,
more than 8,000 people have
already moved out. For Sai-
gon as a whole, plans call
for resettling 1.5 million in-
habitants by’ the end of 1976.

The question could naturally
arise as to whether there is
an element of coercion in
the resettlement policy. The

“answer could perhaps be best
stated as follows:

All available statistics indi-
cate that the great bulk of
the displaced persons who
moved to the cities during
the war were farmers. It is
obvious to anybody who has
spent any time in South Viet-
nam that the great majority
of these refugees, who have
been living. in urban slums,
are eager to go back to their
accustomed environment—the
countryside — and resume
their lives as farmers. Indeed,
all the evidence on the spot

- indicates that so far, at least,
more people have applied to

than the new regime has been
able to process. It would,
|’ therefore, appear unlikely
that, at least at this stage,
~the Government would want
. to coerce people into moving
to the countryside while there
are long lists of volunteers
waiting to go.

-As to what might happen
in the future, speculation at
this point appears pre-
mature. But certainly, from
its gradualistic approach and

1~ the form" it seems to have
taken thus far, the South Viet-
namese resettlement program
is' markedly different from
the more radical process that
is -reported to have taken
place in Cambodia—as the
origins, nature and history
of the Vietnamese revolution
have been markedly different
—from those  of the Khmer
Rouge. -

-

ary Committee has a “rehabili- |

~ Another question that could
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those zones. In every city

‘the resettlement policy. The
- answer could perhaps be best

dream R we can make it.

Availabl
custom

edquarters

indicates that so far, at least,

L go back to the countryside
' therefore, appear unlikely

~-the Government would want
. to coerce people into moving

—the formr it seems to have

economy and two million will
return to their villages outside

district, the local Revolution-
ary Committee has a “rehabili-
tation and resettlement” de-
partment that fosters the re-
turn to the countryside. -In
Son My Tay, for instance,
more than 8,000 people have
already moved out. For Sai-
gon as a whole, plans call
for resettling 1.5 million in-

habitants by the end of 1976. |

The question could naturally
arise as to whether there is
an element of _coercion in

stated as follows:

All available statistics indi-
cate that the great bulk of
the displaced persons who _
moved to the cities during
the war were farmers. It is
obvious to anybody who has
spent any time in South Viet-
nam that the great majority
of these refugees, who have
been living, in urban slums,
are eager to go back to their
accustomed environment—the
countryside — and resume
their lives as farmers. Indeed,
all the evidence on the spot

more people have applied to

than the new regime has been
able to process. It would,

that, at least at this stage,

to the countryside while there
are long lists of volunteers
waiting to go.

-As t0 what might happen
in the future, speculation at
this point appears pre-
mature. But certainly, from
its gradualistic approach and

taken thus far, the South Viet-
namese resettlement program
is markedly different from
the more radical process that
is reported to have taken
place in Cambodia—as the *
origins, nature and history
of the Vietnamese revolution
have been markedly different

Rouge

Another question that could
legitimately arise is whether,
after all the years of bitter
fighting, there is any retribu-
tion under way against the
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At the gates of the former Presidential Palace, n})w Independ-
ence Palace and headquarters of the Saigon city government.

defeated side. "‘All that can

be said with any degree of
certainty by a Western observ-
er who has spent a compara-
tively limited span of time
in the country is that there
is no sign of any major retri-
bution and no rumors to that
effect. At the same time, it
is obviously impossible for
any outside observer to see
the whole country. And while
this limitation applies equally
wel to .many other nations,
caution was and remains a
tequisite in reporting on Viet-
nam.

ietnamese, = North
and South, go to

elect a National
Assembly for all of Vietnam.
It is the first formal step to-

- ward reunification of the twc

parts of a country that was
divided- by the 1954 Geneva
Agreements into what were
to have been two “temporary
zones” pending national elec-
.tions in 1956. From the stand-
point of the Vietnamese Com-
munists, they are now imple-
menting a process they feel
-was aborted 20 years ago. As
Mr. Hieu, of the Son My Tay
Revolutionary Committee, put
it, “You must understand
that for us, since 1945, the
Vietnamese revolution was
one. We are all Vietnamese
and we all fought for the
same ideal. So what does it
matter if one of us was born
in one Vietnamese prevince
rather than in another” .

Thus far, all the provinces

_the polls today to

\

of the country, from the Ca-
mau Peninsula in the extreme
south to Lang Son in the
far north, have been rede-
signed, bringing the combined

total down from 62 to 34.
~The two provinces on either

side of the 17th parallel"have
‘been joined, symbolically, into
one. Probably some time this

year, the two Vietnams will

be joined by proclamation of

the newly elected National.

Assembly, and unification on
the state level will be com-
pleted. But the succeeding

- phases of social and eco-

nomic unification will pro-
ceed, step by step, for an
unspecified length of time.
The reasons are pragmatic.

Throughout the war years,
inflation was endemic in the
and currency was
printed with little regard to
the economic situation. The
South Vietnamese piasters,
which had been oscillating

-at around 700 to the American

dollar, plummeted in the
months before the fall of the
Thieu regime to a black mark-
ét rate of 5,000. By May 1975,

_the currency’s backing had

dissolved to nothing. To pre-
vent the
from being exported to the
North, the two halves of the
country had to be sealed from
each other, in terms of finan-
cial transactions.

In September, the Provi-
sional Revolutionary Govern-
ment announced that the Sai-
gon -piaster would be replaced

‘by a new currency. Everyone

South’s inflation

- Recognized as 5 conlempo‘raq
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‘ranking official

would be permitted to ex-
change up to 10,000 old piast-

~ers into new piasters at a
rate of 500 to 1; any old.

piasters in excess of that
amount would be blocked in

_a special bank account until

their origin could be estab-
lished. Not surprisingly, news
of the impending reform
leaked, and wealthy Saigo-
nese started devising ways
of circumventing  the opera—
tion.

One of the most original
was to register at the French-
run Hopital Grall. Patients in
the first-class wards were re-
quired to make an advance
deposit for a 15-day stay;
on checking out, the unused
portion was refunded. On the
day before the currency ex-
change,* a good number of

- well-to-do Saigonese suddenly

fell sick and were admitted
to the hospital. Once the
exchange was in train, they
were all miraculously healed
and claimed the unused part
of their deposit in the new
currency. By the third day
of the exchange, the first
counterfeit bills appeared.

On the whole, however, the
currency exchange went off
fairly smoothly, and the offi-
cials chose to turn a'blind eye
to the relatively few instances
of petty cheating, which oc-
curred mainly in Saigon. This
may have been because there
will be a second .currency
exchange after the formal re-
unification of the country, and
it-also seems to be part of
a policy of avoiding exacer-
‘bating fears or suspicions, so
that the transition. can pro-
ceed with a minimium amount
of friction. This attitude

~can be felt in small things

as well as large.

For instance; while most

- of Saigon’s Streets have been

renamed, the new street signs
give the old names in smaller
characters under the new
.ones, so as to avoid confusion.
On a more important level,
the new officials seem to re-
cognize that the farmers who
go back to their villages are
not the same simple country

folk who came to the cities

years ‘ago. “Many of the dis-
placed persons,” said a high-
fficial in Hanoi,
“picked up new habits. Some
of the habits were bad and
contrary to our “traditions.
Others were socially less sig-
nificant. They got used to
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One of the most original
was to register at the French-
run Hopital Grall. Patients in
the first-class wards were- re-
quired to make an advance
deposit for a 15-day stay;
on checking out, the unused
portion was refunded. On the
day before the currency ex-
change,” a good number of
well-to-do Saigonese suddenly

- fell sick and were admitted

to the hospital. Once the
exchange was in train, they
were all miraculously healed
and claimed the unused part
of their deposit ig, the new
currency. By the third day
of the exchange, the first
counterfeit bills appeared.

On the whole, however, the
currency exchange went off
fairly smoothly, and the offi-
cials chose to turn a blind eye
to the relatively few instances
of petty cheating, which oc-
curred mainly in Saigon. This
may have been because there
will be a second .currency
exchange after the formal re-
unification of the country, and
it -also seems to be part of
a policy -of avoiding exacer-
‘bating fears or suspicions, so
‘that the transition. can pro-
ceed with a mintmum amount
of friction. This attitude
~can be felt in small things
as well as large.

For  instance; while

renamed, the new street signs
give the old names in smaller
characters under the new

.ones, so as to avoid confusion. |

On a more important level,
the new officials seem to re-
cognize that the farmers who
go back to their villages are
not the same simple country

_folk who came to the cities

years ago. “Many of the dis-
placed persons,” said a high-
‘ranking official in Hanoi,
“picked up new habits. Some
of the habits were bad and
contrary to our ‘traditions.
Others were socially less sig-
nificant. They got used to

~ electricity, refrigerators, soft

drinks -and the like. On this,
there is no going back, and
we well realize that there
are now mnew requirements
to be satisfied.”

= This touches on what ‘ap-
pears to be a rather sensitive
issue in Vietnam these days.

A
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Leisure tt' . former genals at the Trung “re-

education” camp, a former Saigon army training-center.

During the war, the North
suffered considerably more
than the South in terms of
material destruction, but it
emerged with its social struc-
ture intact and its wealth—
whatever there is of it—divid-
ed equitably. In the South,
there are many more consu-
mer goods than in the North,
but ‘they are unevenly distri-
buted and their cost in terms
of social disruption has been
tremendous. It is therefore
hardly surprising that many
of the revolutionary cadres
who have returned to Saigon
after an absence of more than
20 years have been profound-
ly disturbed by what they
perceive as the cultural pros-
titution of their mnative city.

It would be a mistake to
regard this reaction as essen-
tially xenophobic. Many of
these cadres are French-edu-
cated, and schooled in . the
subtleties of French literature.

Yet, while they have had no

difficulty in  assimilating
French culture to their Viet-
namese upbringing, the super-
ficial but glaring Western in-
fluence that has pervaded
many of the everyday aspects
of life in Saigon leaves them
repelled. This feeling s
echoed in the Communist
press, which constantly refers
to the former regime’s allegad
uninterest in the fostering
of Vietnamese literature, art
and traditions.

Thus, if there is 'a term
that can be used to describe
what South Vietnam is under-
going, it is Vietnamization.
Apart from any political or
. ideological cons:demlons

e L |

resources. Fifteen years ago,
mats were made from reeds.

These were then replaced by -

imported plastic strips. Today,

mats in South Vietnam are |

again being made from reeds.
= On the national level, North
and South face a series of
fundamental - choices. - The
North has a state or coopera-
tive economy; the South, for
all practical purposes, has a
market economy; how will
the two economies be fused?
The North has one of the
best educational systems in
Asia; the schools in the South
have just reopened; how will
.the young people of the two
zones be raised to a common
-outlook? The North has an

- extensive health service; the

South is facing a shortage
of medical drugs, and is ham-
pered by the urban focus of

its medical facilities; how will |

a reunified nation aspire -to
wniformity in health care? In
the North, the major energy
source is coal, of which there
is an ample supply. In the
South, the major source is
6il, which has to be imported.
‘While there is a good chance
that oil might be found in
the South, will the Vietnam
of tomorrow be dependent

-on coal, on oil or on both? -

On that question alone, the
choices to be made will neces-

sarily entail the involvement .

of foreign expertise.
n June 27, 1975,
the first foreign

aircraft landed in
the reopened -Sai-
gon airport. It was a plane of
“the Umted Nations High Com-

.......... -farDRafupoees
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Many of the Vieinamese
“orphans” gathered up in
the last days of the war
and shipped to the United
States now want to go
home—to their parents.

by Betty Jean Lifton

'7_Tistory moves quickly, today’s hys-
A terical headlines becoming tomor-

row's stale news. It has been a year now

since the controversial Operation Baby-

1ift brought more than 2,000 Vietnam-

children to American adoptive
homes—anrd the glow of cither virtue or
outrage to American hearts. For those
who favored the program, something
noble had finally come out of this
Erjg{z}wor those opposed, remov-
ing childcen from their homeland and
their herifage was the most ignoble act
g ks

// Since quite a few of the children have
tnraed out not to be bona fide orphans—
yatherzd up as they were in the last
chactic duys of the war—the question
of their cligibility for entry into this
cotntry, as well as for adoption, has.yet
to bz logally answered. A court case has,
in fact, been in procgss on this very
i.su> for the past year.

The cas2 orizinated when E\\I_ugi__l‘l!;_-_

Connell, a Vistnamese volunteer receiv-

£He

ing the children on arrival in Czlifornia,
heard some of them pleading to be re-
turned to their parents. Shocked by this,
and frustrated over the government's
reluctance to investigate the situation,
she managed—with the help of some
California lawyers and a group called
the’ Center for Constitutional Rights. in
New York—to file a class action on be-
half of the non-orphans. The defendants
are an unlikely combination: Secretary

of Statec Henry Kissinger, former Secre-

tary of Defense James Schlesinger, At-
torney General Edward Levi, et al.—as
well us the seven adoption agencies that
processed tue children.

In the federal courthouse in San Fran-

- cisco, just down the corridor from where

the Patty Hearst trial has come and
gone with its own brand of hysteria, tiie
case has been proceading at a snail's
pace in front of Judgs Spencer Williams
—in spite of the pliintifis’ plea that the
bast intzrests of the childrerr would be
served by iast and decisive action.
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Judge Williams, a Nixo;: appointee,
did order that the adoption files be '
turned over to the Immigration and’
Naturalization Service for inspection by - ;
the plaintiffs and court-appointed mas- - -
ters. He also ordered that the adoptive - %
parents be notified to wait before final- ;
izing adoptions, and that the older chil- .
dren be ifterviewed about their wishes. .
However, all of this has been imper-
fectly carried out. The plaintiffs contend ~
that only a few children have been inter-
viewed, that INS is instructing adoptive - =
parents to try to get adoptions legalized . .
in their state courts in spite of improper ™ -
documentation, and that they have been "3
given too brisf a time in which to inspect -
the files. - g S TR
On_February 23 Judge Williams |

declared the case no longer a class ac- -

Raila

L R - —.
back the message that there is life on
Mars. If so, it will be vital to exapmine - ¥
it further, however simple a form of life
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tion. In other words, the plaintiffs must
now file suit for each individual child—
#situation that is clearly in the best inter-
ests of the. adoption agencies and of
prospective adoptive parents who would
like their children considered separately,
if they are to be considered at all.

It would take a King Solomon to un-
ravel the bureaucratic red tape that has
accumulated. The seemingly simple
opzration of sending possibly a few hun-
d-ed non-orphans back to their families
his become entangled in the emotional
snarl of adoption politics in this country.
Judgs Williams has already declared that
He is not running an adoption court, and
that he does not want to get involved
with an international situation over

which he does not have jurisdiction. No'

wonder he has allowed months to pass
between hearings, and in mid-February
teok a vacation from the briefs, counter-
briefs, appeals, affidavits, and telegrams
from all sides.

The question—reminiscent of the clas-

SR*5/1/76
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" En route to a new homeland—"The question of their elx’;ﬁhilir__\i--"
for entry into this country has yet to be legally answered.”

Photographs: Wide World

sic one posed to King Solomon—is this:
who is the real mother—the one who gave
birth to the child, or the one who has
taken care of the child for the past year
as the psychological parent? Since these
two mothers are, for the most part, at
opposite ends of the world, it is left to
the lawyers for the plaintiffs and defen-
dants 'to do the tugging for their clients’
rights. ;

ConsIDER the plaintiffs’ position. It holds
that the Babylift was as immoral as the
war itself—violating, as it did, the Ge-
neva Convention, whig ici es.
that children separated from their fam-
ilies in times of conflict may be moved
only to a neutral country, and preferably

tionality, languaze, and religion, Accord-

over half of the files already checked
do not have adequate documentation to

establish that these children have actually

been orphaned, abandoned, or lepally
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" ernment’s position,

placeéd with guardians of their own na-

A

X

released for adoption. Furthermore, -

those children with known parents or :

relatives who managed to get hers as -
refugees are being kept from reunion’
with them by the families in. whose .

homes they were placed -for adoption.
Miller maintains that the goveérnment
could have acted independently of this
court case but is deliberatzly stalling as

" a way of avoiding political embarrass-

ment. ' : g :
Consider, on the other hand, the gov- -
The government
claims to have acted in good faith in '
bringing the children hers, believing that
the adoption agencies had their papers
in order. It fears that if it tries to do
any tracing of parents in Vietnam, the
resent government might produce “fake
patents” in order to gat the children

back. And the lives of those real parzsits

might be endangered if their identities

are revealed. John F. Cooney, Jr., assis- 7,
tant U.S. atterney of California, admits 7 -

that the goverament could have acged ™
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“Who is the real mother—the one who gave birth
to the child, or the one who has taken care of the
child for the past year as the psychological parent?”

without waiting for the court case, but
inzists that if it has provan that a mistake
has beea made, nothing will be done to
stop tha children from going back.
Consider, too, the adoption agzaciss’

position. They have little in common but
ke

tais case, and ong (_)f them has already
admitted to Imvmo changed the names
of‘oma Tldren to those of dead ones in_

“order, ;o get them out of Vietaam at t t‘ue
T:m mmute The agencies share the dan-

.er that thcy could be sued by adoptive

parents if the children are taken away,
and possibly lose their state licenses.
John 1\c‘ams, excecutiye director of Holt
Inrerna:fohal Children’s Se rvices, which
haTbeen bringing children out of Korea
since the Fifties, is quick to differentiate
his operation from the “inexperienced”
agencies. "Our children were processed

long before the emergency,” he says, “but

there were opportunists around during
that last spasm of our, involvement in

Vietnam tryinz to gzt childecen quickly

and casily. It will put ‘'a bad smell on

inter-country adoption it this thing is not

cleared up.” Adams hopes that any child
having improper credentials and with a
parent found in Vietnam will be re-
turned but he also hope: it wxll not be,
one of his 406 children.

"Consider the prospective adoptive par-
ents’ point of view. Some of them sin-
cerely believed that they were rescuing
an orphan from cither homelessness or
communism. Others who had found it
impossible to adopt a baby here were
cager to get one from abroad. All of
them have grown attached to these chil-
drén in the past year, and many have
declared they will not give them up
without a couct fight. There are excep-
tions: Nebraska Sen. John DeCamp
voluntarily returned his two charges to
their mother, who was located in a

refugee camp, and Washington attorney

Lisa Brodyaga is hoping to find her six-

~ year-old child’s mother back in Vietnam.

Then there is the position of the nat-
ural parents and relatives who managed
to make it to this country. There are at
least six cases pending in Judge Wil-
liams’s court in which Vietnamese moth-
ers claim, to have acted under duress in
the last days of the war, but now want
their children returned. Only one has
succeeded—San Shie, herself an adoptive
mother, who managed to get her two-
year-old adopted daughter back after

v, going through a California state court at

2 e BT
Recalling the biy flight-
noble act or the most icnohl.

Was it a
1’/ (IH.‘

the expense of $5,000, to say nothing of
the emotional cost.

It is ditlicult to consider the position
of the parents and relatives in Vietnam,
since there has been virtualiy no contact
with them. It is known that there are
daily advertisements for lost children in
the Saigon papers, but how can those be-
reaved parents know if theic children are
among those herg?

Tins oriNGs up the thorny issue of trac-

ing, over which there has been so much

Last June the Iaternational
Commitice of the Red Cross oftered the
government the services of its Central
Tracing Azency to help with family re-

bickering.

e SR

unification. No official sanction has hezn

* given to the ICRC office in Saigon as y:t,

but ths plaintiffs wanted it to trace thz
parents actively and to notify them of
their children's whereabouts.
However, the defendaats have not
wanted the names of the children in the
files revaaled publicly, contending that
anyone with a missing child must come
forward with documantation to the ICRC
office. In March, Judzs Williams ruled
in the defendants’ favor against notifying
the parents, stating that it mizht stimu-
Jate their “guilt” over giving up their
children and prompt an 1llusory desire”
for thair return. e
- Frank Sieverts of the State Depart-
ment concedes that it has not been
worked out just how the ICRC can reach
the parents’ attention, especially those
in remote areas. In fact, no one seems to
have a clear idea how the South Viet-
namese government feels about all this,
although the Provisional Ravolutionary
Government did claim at the time that

. the children were being kidnapped. But

cven if some Vietnamese parants should

-come forward, they would be informed

that they must press their claims in a
custody suit in American state courts.

“We will demand due process for
those children in this country,” says Kate
Freeland, a lawyer for Holt and for
Friends for All Children. “It has not yet
been proven who has jurisdiction over,
these children—an international court, a
federal court, or a state court. The factis
tRat the Chilkifen are here and the courts
have the duty to protect them.”

Protect them from whom-—thetr own
parents?

Peruaps the real question is, How can
parents in Vietnam possibly have the
means to appeal in our state courts? Also,
are we not confusing the rights of Viet-
namese, inothers who have become sepa-
rated from their children with the legal
controversy over the rights of unwed
mothers here who give up their children
and change their minds betore the adop-
tion is finalized? Can the best interests of
the Babylift children ba served by deny-
ing them the right to retuen to living par-
ents-—especially to those mothers who are
in this country pleading for them?

Until these questions are answerad by

_a court of law or by an international
~conmumission acting officially on behalt of

the two countries involved, the childrer
remain the hapless victims of the con

flict, as surdy as thy were of the war
v

»itself. e -
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as ed noise a
scarlet cape ?lymg.
‘It was hard on us at ﬁ;st." 5
sdys Marcy. “She wasn't a
very lovable child and all *
the Kids  kept ‘saying they,s
liked Minh better. Also ‘the
spcial worker kept saggestfng
that - perhaps we couldn’t
- handle her and that made us
mad.  Thank God she turned
out O’K. Now,-we just’ hOpe_
we ban keep her 2 g i Tkl
. 2-:‘ D g '~"
“Joan ‘I’hompson,;who’ ls'm-
gamzmg adoptive parents’to .
fight the class-action lawsult
says her feeling about send-
ing her Vietnamese child
back to Vietnam ‘would de-
. pend on how “adamant” she -
';would be "ggamst Commu-

nism.” =
¢ v

| there *ware requests

% : fiom Vietnamese gals, that .

~ they really wanted their kids

back, that hard. But yéu know -
most, of us have had our
hysterectomies and all and
we can’t have any chil-
dren  of our own.. The
Vietnamese have so many
kids—S8, 10, 13—and we don't\

have any. We want them. We Stories about .seeing Com-

think this is the best country
posslble—the kids have so
much better chance to grow
heré_ be what they want. In
Vietnam they would be " t,,}
tisherman or dirt farmger.” .
- Wilfred Antonsen has | a9

- place the . “Babylift child in |
the custody of its Vietnamese = .

‘started flooding to Saigon

asxmpl

mother if 'she comes to the |
United States asking for it
and if the child is here il-
legally. Immngrauon, the |
pienc:es _and - “‘the .adoptive |

rents - all say that such |

‘cases can only be handled by |
individual custody battles in |
court; that adoptive parents

“ have rights, too. In addition
4 to those refugees ¥

have ‘
“had their children réturned

“voluntarily and to _the two
., mothers' who had to go to
court to ‘get them,_ ‘there are
perhapb a dozen: mm moth-
ers; gndndmothers and aunts
who are at the moment pre-
paring ‘ to ge into custody |
battles soon. Hao Thi Vo is

Lon ’fhér mckn% ’ﬁis,}

three . half-American sons
‘whom she sent t0 America on
the Babyhft just -before  the
fall of Saigon. Her sons lived
with Her all their lives, she |~
says, -but when refugees

from the -North and told

munist ~-soldiers . . shooting

miked-b‘lood she be-

c:me afraid for their lives:
 When' she an'hed in the | ~

States she wasp’t at all sure |-

things ‘were going to work
out. All she had was the card

year-old Babylift son named ©f a Flying Tiger Airline pilot |

Clay, given to  Christian-
‘oriented Holt Adopﬁoq Agen:
. €y in Saigon by his grand:

‘ «mother one morith w re ﬁ,e
f.— Babyift. . %} @
57 “Pm sure the granquthet

ioved' him,” . ‘s
+ .clear he has l;‘én nxseé ‘% :
" home thh dis ﬁne

r{»t “

CYover: | Te oo G e

“What if you found
* grandmother was ahyé z:d
able . to - support sClay:
wanted him returned?” Iad:
“Well, I don't “make any -
human plans for the ﬁuture o
- “You don’t?” 2Rl

she met in Saigon, who had
said to call if she made it to
the States. Well, she ;: just i
that gnd-right there in tele- |
phone ‘booth- at T

Force Base sﬁe
_Papp say,

still are liﬁhg S %
“they locapd Lon’s sister in

Michigan. ‘had made it i
out ‘of th ngﬁ a group
from an ol;ifuuge, and is ’

- . Her looks

" pig American caﬁ-it is amew,

* dpper-middle clags: town full I
of $50,000 tra We 1
wind up in a Mn .sh p-

stores_and laundromats_ th

surround it. This is wliem ion

works, wautmg on mmd

-making pizza for $2 ak hour

. plus tips. Everyone iclearly

likes her there. She 'has a

e e N

young—2 nd so e

weighs 92 poumh—-).hat one

feels protecuve ,,

aleceiving.

however. One thing that has

impressed me-about the Viet-

namese women l’ve’spoken to

~is the strength: I\ey must

_ possess to have survived their
;terruggles ‘Lon cannot remem- )

a time when ghe vas not

fear of “bad people.” First,

was ‘the French, then the

~ Vietcong. She was born close

to Da Nang and lived with

her mother and father, sister

and two brothérs*m a small

- farm where they raised cows,

' vice ‘and water . She

says there is a-long, tragic

and political story that she

" doesn’t want me 1o - tell be-

‘cause -her family in ‘Vietnam

~ might somehow be hurt by

it; but by the time she was

- §or 9 her mother was tortured -

w_as_foreed tp flee to the




SpCIalL WorKer Kept suggesting
that - perhaps we * couldn’t’

handle her and that made us ' cases can only be

mad. Thank God she turiied
ogg OK. Now,- - we juSl hope

gsninng adoptive W‘emg%
fight the class-action lawsmt

says her feeling about send-

ing _her Vietnamese - child
back to Vietnam ‘would de-
, pend on how “adampn i ahe
7 would be “ggunst m
2 mm ” ; g,& -
e | ﬂlere *-wele requests
- fiom Vietnamese gals, that
_ they really wanted their Kids
back, that hard. But you know
most of us have had our
hysterectomies and all and
. we can’t have any chil-
. dren - of our own. The
Vietnamese have so many

. agencies...and - the .adoptive |
_pdrents all say. that such |
handled by
individual custody battles in
ourt; that . adoptive parents

& *»volunurﬂy and to _the two
. mothers who had to go to
court to get them. there are

,g'ha d&mimaom

e at the mt.pre-

o
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gy uc 5

ping center msme.,a 9omoma-
‘tion bar and pizza -

that:shudiydktmﬂ&s
*onfheoutsxdefrom*tﬁe

stores ‘and laundromats. ﬂgat
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pizza for $2 ah hour
us - tips. “Everyone clearly
likes her there. She has a
big, disarming smile and is
young—-zd—andlo M
weighs 192 -
-feels protective. ;psm-i e

‘paring ‘1o go into_  custody ;:ua . Her looks iéoeivmg,--
mttks soonga fm Vo is however. One -that has
onme, , impressed me “the Viet-

“Lon (her mckname) ‘has
three half-American sons
whom she sent to' America on
the Babylift just ‘before the | l
fall of Saigon. Her sons lived |

with Her all their lives, she :'

says, but when refugees |
started flooding to Saigon |

kids—8, 10, 13—and we don’t~. from the North and told

have any. We want them. We
think this is the best country
possible—the kids have so
much better chance to grow
here, be what they want. In

Vietnam they would be a

fisherman or dirt farmer.” .
. .. Wilfred Antonsen has"pa 9-
_year-old Babylift son ‘named
Clay,
‘oriented Holt Adopt’ioq Agen-
Ly in Saxgon by his grand:
* “mother one month worg the

f;abyhft
= “Pm sure gramlmqther
*"loved him,” says. “dt’s

‘f-clear he has been n:se§ in‘a
home  with disctglme ’and
~ Joveri | i
“What if you !oniﬂ
* grandmother was' =alwé? d
_able  to ~support \Claj!
“wanted him returned?” I ask

“Well, I don’t “make any -

humqn plans for tbe future.”
don't”" ety
“No, I trust cur livcs to ﬂ:e

‘l

::.g.gfesus. Whatever He de— 3

we would do.* T2
“How would you lmow""

: Bible . .. . Over

ay would probably be

Buddhm." § oS

#

i might be King Solomon, who
lsqg had to decide . who
was- a proper mother. The
‘class-action lawyers say the
natural parent in th:s case is

given to' Christian-

“He would speak to us.

A :
Another biblical - authority

|
stories about seeing Com- I} '
munist = soldiers  shooting |
mixed-blood children, she be- |
came afraid for their lives:

When  she artived in the | -

States she wasn’t at all sure =
' things were going to work | f
out. All she had was the card |
of a Flymg Tiger Airline pilot |
she met in Saigon, who had
said to call if she made it to
the States. Well, she did just |

ﬂﬂtﬁxdnght therem‘&he tele- ;
phone “booth - at 1':&
Force Bhle Bill

' Popp say, "(\.'ome on«!own."
So Lon, Lonsﬁ'lendxxm and
" Kim's daughter all took the
~ bus do!li'n to’ hisw
Newbury?a!’k, 50

still are angA - %
’Im SiSter in

i K '& daughter
Julie. Aﬂ that are inissing are
Lon’s sons. ~ H

Bill Popp and Lon were
married recently, and they
- have decided to spend what-
" ever money they have to
fight for Lon’s children. :

“I’s idnvmg her crazy, 1
Popp said. “No one bebeves
it for some reason, but she
lovés her sons and ants
them returned. I feel sorty for
her, gettmg such a mnmund

' ! Y

o2
.

' namese ‘Women I've spoken to
“is the -strength' they must
possess to have survived their
- struggles. Lon cannot remem-
ber a time when she was not
in fear of “bad people.” First,
it was the French, then the
Vietcong. She was born close
to Da Nang and lived with
her mother and father, sister
and two brothérs-on a small
- farm where they raised cows,
rice .and water buffalo. She-
says there is a long, tragic
and political story that she
doesn’t ‘want me to- tell be-
‘cause -her family in Vietnam
~ might somehow be hurt by
it; but by the time she was
- § or 9 her mother was tortured -
ind was forced to flee to the
orth; her h&ét had been
i’mpnsoned and ~she had .
brought him food three times .
8 day for a <yeang She then - ‘
went to Saigon, . ‘where she: 1
lived with her uncle and his -t 7
ily behind a small store |
and she cooked food to seil |
_in the streets. At 12, she re- |
turned to - her . ﬁaage She |
-saw her f&ﬂwr@ne last time. -
— "By luck, the same day I

3 Walk and 1 ) get to my |
a% iet out of ‘
1. sick .but

i -mi-ppy.r'wumuee him 1

gfohppg t say anything

-c—fmn'g%uy ords. We just |
and cry#He ask me if I

;nto ‘school ;and I say ‘yes’
it isn’t trye.?.

In Saigon, wger uncle’s
l;ouse was always crowded
with' relatives, friven to the
, city by the war; people slept
two and thice ta a bed. At
15, _she ~gonceiv her first
hild. The stories about the -
tbagrol' her duee lons‘,

%




thterapamnx. !u Satgon a year ago a sobbmg Vitenamese woman clmgs to a bus !oudq! wtth
azrbfted to the United States,jor adoptmn i

chaldm abopt L&o

Y‘has begun to
L accusatory let-

geth;r She . _
~has loose, long. str

{21

¥ 'p‘

change She Ms to hava
been a unofﬁcil egrife” of
“two : 'canﬂ 'ﬂie one ‘fact
that 1 jin
Lon
a fami
In

gan ma m

send her sonﬁ’ QJ
States in caae,_ thé

suf’% =3

ts to

April, she gave; er )
est sons, then 7 and 5, to arl
- American named Dick Lucas

and she put her: ydungest,

n that' -‘one) but at the -
rted *‘friend of Lon’s got worried
“- that hie wouldn’t be able to

"i’s’r%xbnbe-‘

M’.fmlgon'f‘ ‘
: tending she was his
""The " F.LVN accepted the

"get many Vietn ; children
and refugees out (of Saigon
(Lon's younger sister was
minute a

and took Lom’s son to the
Friends of ‘the Children of
WVietniam Adoption Agency and
“sighied a release for him pre-
mother.
child, brought him to America
and put him immediately into
“ dh adoptive home.

boy dxdn’trecogmze!usmoth— adopted * s¢
er. Dick and Joan say they Boulder - i
.-.wxllncagivehxmupbecam to -put- mﬁe,m (‘l‘he

when the FCVN arrauged:
~a meeting with Lon and Dick,
“Joan and a social worker, the

he has no relationship to this Marksons | have = seven ¢hil-

strange - Vietnamese woman,. dren ted.) :
He is loved and secure in his . m&d’mfm

American home and it would ““This

be destructive to take him g: ch"”;?r“ we,
fromtheon}y parentshenew been ‘involved in.: The agen-
knows. -7 ¢ies have'been accused of kid-
“Lon is wvery angry about napp&ng, being in the busi-
that meeting: . __ . mess for money—you have to



torn fron% mes. for what
: the womeﬁ. regard as’essen-.
',;,'_ tially politi¢al reasons. Sheryll
o ™ . Markson bursts into tears a
e few minutesafter I meet her.
M Her best friend ahd colleague
in the F.C.V.N agéncy ‘died of
& ‘heart attack ‘a g { days
-ago- at :37. ha
_ adopted dlﬂren 3n¢ heryll
= couldn't egvm at(zeid her
NS funeral use, -:of & hear--
,‘\};‘- - ing on th uiz ;; i

R Its bea! : W
E - -~ T o : 3 2 % e she ﬁys. ;’ £ f to-
Bittersparting: In Saigon a year ago, a sobbing Vitenamese woman chngs to a bus lpud@ with - gether. Sh&m 30's,
children. about .o ‘be airlifted to the United State :or adoptmn o _has loose, lonk hair,
e = -and. ‘wears:

e ,q

k4 \ \-l

change " She scetm to “have 'get many VxetnameSe cluldren when the FCV.‘N arraﬁged %, ablybsem B 2 5&"
been an unofficial “wife” of and refugees out of Saigon’ a meeting with Lon and Dick, - sntflgi and eid’(lses her-

two Ax%encand. The one fact  (Lon’s younger s ter ‘was ~Joan and a social worker, the e
that 1 ains the>same is that ' one) but at the last minute a boy didn’t recognize his moth- - t:d s in
Lon 3nd a m::‘sq)pomd friend of Lon’s got worried . Dick and Joan say they ;?)Olli;e m%’}:‘t h:dmem
a famil of 13 s oW that he wouldn’t be able to wﬂl Jnot_give him up because . tr anﬂ:renust' (-n,n;
In F ‘1975 Lim be- took ‘Lon’s son to the he has no relationship to this :: lk?:onsl?kaw* ;:en - ¢hil-
gan makmg mﬁmts to riends of ‘the ildren of strange . Vietnamese woman,. drgt.!'iv ted) “
send her. sons to ‘the United * Vietnam Adoption Agency and He is loved and secure in his . Spikee d, l“',yé, for
States in ca, the S "Saigon sigfied a release for him pre- American home and it would the F.CVN, “This is
Govemmeng yik sed'.' mid-  tending she was his mother. be destructive to take him - the “saddest ’ m Poe - ver

April, she gave her tWo been ‘involved in: The agen-

“old- The " F.CV.N accepted the from the only parents he now
est sons, then 7 and 5, to an  child, brought him to America  knows. ..

- American named Dick Lucas ::d a‘;“t ';““ ;:nmedmtely into . . yon is very angry abou; ;i.e;p:: mgac;x thedm-
and she put hdr ' optive home that meetin, : _ness —you have to
then 2, into the or] Lon and Popp have been  “They sfy demomt{atyo:nﬂ: o
a Cathohc priest to get her youngest nothing. Nothing -&gabyhft they were all working

ised ta send him f since they found out where son! “They ftry to

On AP@;: m:iuam Klm,',l : was in December, but with crazy. Theyuyld&l't
came to her an at an no, success. The release on hy “ chure space

Amerigan  boyfriénd would ‘him is fraudulent and has g cmd}oihes);nsas);o?e? -"7‘""365 al;::y,_ sm’;tey st:;n ,:,ef;t
get Lon and Kim and Kim's _ the wrong date on it. The don't know F.CV.N. hashﬁn “bers are ‘now -working full
child out of ‘Saigon as his’ imest and the woman who [ have .no money. & will - time and ;are paid modestly
wife and daughters. They did gave him to F.CV.N are in my son think of mother &ho - om. of tlxe’,ndoptlon fees, most

né" - without pay.” They operate
e “out of the top floor of a

‘\

not havé-time to say goodbye ;the United States and say ve him up?” ¥ fo v
to their families or gather any - they will testify that Lon is glwcnde g.m; of the Fnends h:;,eofoggymztnlta‘:f
belongings.. They ran to the his real mother. Bill Popp _For 43; agency, also chifdren’s medial expen-
airpor§ Where they stood in can't see whét:will stop them. der, Colo., took Lo

line for?mday& to get their - pick and.  Joan may #Op -

n A » ol*r two sons out for & I interview Wende
plane “\Q.freed‘om - {"“'/’ : *;them They' “have had Vo'g; :

- Lucas. She does not‘-*‘ rant, her eyes also fill with
to'commentbnnon.but ‘tears. She ukes the Baby-

. The New Yolk Times mgazme/lhy S, 1976




lift plane ¢crash personaﬂy She is a

children, three of them handicapped.

“We consider them our children,”
she_says. “We lived with them in the
nurseries in ‘Vietnam . and cared for
them night and day. No one ever ques-
/"tioned us about all the kids we had to

without papers or Teleases. Where
were the pubhc-mterest lawyers then°

“We took it for gtanted that chil-
dren should be with- their mothers,”
Wende says. “Everyone in child care
knows that.”

“At our nursery,” Sheryll _says,*
“there were scenes where mothers
would push their children over the
gates and our guard would get them
and run around and give them back.
This would go round and round; we
turned away hundreds of children.”

“What do you say,” 1 ask them,
“when people suggest that Communist
Governments put child welfare high
on their list of priorities—that the

gime?" " .
“I teli them says Wende. angrily,
“that social reform'is one thing, but

by the time it actually happened.”
Edie De Chandenedes, a former
F.F.A.C. staff worker, says it’s hard to
criticize the American adoption agen-
cies that operated in Vietnam. ‘“The
Americans there were so dedicated.
I've never seen people work so hard

a week. On the other hand, it’s im-
portant to realize just how isolated
we all were in the country, No Amer-
“icans in .any of the agencies spoke
Vietnamese and so we were operating
on lots' of assumptions that weren’t
true. We all thought the Vietnamese
didn’t adopt kids. But they did. There
are no orphanages in North Vietnam
and they.were introduced in the South
by the French. We all thought there
was no day care in Vietnam and then

network of Buddhist day-care centérs
attached to the temples that everyone
knew about but us, We all thought
mixed-blood children would not be ac-
cepted by the Vietnamese, but when
1 started looking around I saw hun-
.dreds of them integrated into families.
(A.LD. estimates there were 10,000 to
15,000 children with American fathers
in Vietnam and only 935 in orphan-
ages.)

“What 1 leamed is that it’s just too
difficult to go mucking about a for-

children whom you rescued from or- -
phanages. might have been placed in - -
Vietnamese homes under the new re-.

middle-aged woman with eight adopted

. 8, D i L -
Cases ‘hke Lon and Bilk ’Poppn
should bé “open-and-shut, the three

“class-action - lawyers say, ' Refugee.
. mothers -whose : children were not
~ legally -released should not’ have to

g0 to court .to ‘prove they arg good

" mothers. ‘A bigger- problem for ‘the

tury in graves marked anonymous—- E

lawyers is trying to represent mothers
in Vietnam who cannot be seen or
heard.. .

*We represent absent’ emotlon i says
Mort Cohen, one of the lawyers, “and
it’s not popular, But I tell you, if the
Unitad States were under siege and 1
gave up my children because everyone
told me they would be killed in the
bloodbath, and then the. bloodbath

. never came, I would want someone to

see that I could get-my children back.”
Aside from the ‘humanitarian view,

‘these lawyers believe they are right

morally and politically—in that the
proper way for a nation to behave

_after a war is to offer to return any

~

children it has gotten as a result of

-confusion. and panic. - =

- Cohen teaches law in two San Fran-
cisco Bay area law schools and has a-

- long history as a “gadfly,” working

‘on antitrust and civil-rights cases.

most of our children would be dead: -

His most recent are Attica and Wound- -
ed Knee. He and his wife have three

" children, one an adopted Chicano son.
.He works without pay on the case.-

in my life—18 hours a day, seven days

Tom Miller’s background includes
volunteering in the Peace Corps,
practicing corporate law and teaching
in Africa. He once established a center
for plastic and reconstructive surgery
in Saigon and he and his Vietnamese

- wife, Neu,_spent some time in South

Vietnani™ trying to set up foster-care
programs. He is at present a part-time -

" staff attorney for the .Center - For
" Constitutional Rights 'in New York,

I discovered thére was an immense -

and has been paid a total of $800 from
the center for his work on the Babylift
case, to which he has given most of
his time for almost a year. He and Neu
live with his parents in their large,
beautiful Berkeley home and use Neu's
unemployment insurance for spending
money. They have an adopted Viet-

‘namesc son. -

Nancy Stearns has been a staff at-

‘torney for the Center For Constitu-
‘tional Rights for seven years and has

carried on a variety of constitutional
litigation, including challenging the

" unconstitutionality of restrictive abor-

tion laws and defending Vietnam Vet-

‘erans Against the War. Her salary at

the Center is $800 a month. She is
single and lives in Greenwich Village.
“We are the only people who have

ahmicica mmes lmbrmant la encnlitiams aklf




“there were scenes where moiners
would push their children over the
gates and our guard would get them
and run around and give them back.
This would go round and round; we
turned away hundreds of children.”
“What do you say,” 1 ask them,
“when people suggest that Communist
Governments put child welfare high
on their list of priorities—that the
children whom you rescued from or-

phanages might have been placed in
Vietnamese homes under the. new re-.:

gime?" ~ .
“I' tell them

by the time it actually happened.”
Edie De Chandenedes, a former
F.F.A.C, staff worker, says it’s hard to
criticize the American adoption agen-
cies that operated in Vietnam. “The
Americans there were so dedicated.
I've never seen people work so hard
in my life—18 hours a day, seven days
a week. On the other hand, it’s im-
portant to realize just how isolated
we all were in the country, No Amer-
“icans in .any of the agencies spoke
Vietnamese and so we were eperating
on lots' of assumptions that weren’t
true. We all thought the Vietnamese
didn’t adopt kids. But they did. There
are no orphanages in Norith Vietnam
and they.were introduced in the South
by the French. We all thought there

was no day care in Vietnam and then -
I discovered there was an immense -

network of Buddhist day-care centérs
attached to the temples that everyone
knew about but us, We all' thought
mixed-blood children would not be ac-
cepted by the Vietnamese, but when
1 started looking around I saw hun-
dreds of them integrated into families.
(A.LD. estimates there were 10,000 to
15,000 children with American fathers
in Vielnam and only 935 in orphan-
ages.)

“What I learned is that it’s just too
difficult to go mucking about a for-

eign country you know nothing about .
and take out its children. The problem

is that when you're there you really
do feel that if you’ dont adopt them
they will die.” :

says. Wende angnly,'
“that social reform'is one thing, but
most of our children would be dead: -
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bloodbath, and then the. blooabath

. hever came, I would want someone to

see that I could get-my children back.”
Aside from the humanitarian view,

‘these lawyers believe they are right

morally and politically—in that the
proper way for a nation to behave

. after a war is to offer to return any

children it has gotten as a result of

-confusion. and panic.
.- Cohen teaches law in two San Fran-

cisco Bay area law schools and has a -

~long history as a “gadfly,” working
;on antitrust and . civil-rights cases.

His most recent are Attica and Wound--
ed Knee. He and his wife have three

" children, one an adopted Chicano son.
.He works without pay on the case.

Tom Miller’'s background includes
volunteering in- the Peace -Corps,
practicing corporate law and teaching
in Africa. He once established a center
for plastic and reconstructive surgery
in Saigon and he and his Vietnamese
wife, Neu, spent some time in South
Vietnam trying to set up foster-care
programs. He is at present a part-time -
staff attorney for the .Center For

_Constitutional Rights 'in New York,

and has been paid a total of $800 from
the center for his work on the Babylift
case, to which he has given most of
his time for almost a year. He and Neu
live with his parents in their large,
beautiful Berkeley home and use Neu's
unemployment insurance for spending
money. They have an adopted Viet-
namese son. -

Nancy Stearns has been a staff at-
torney for the Center For Constitu-

‘tional Rights for seven years and has

carried on a variety of constitutional
litigation, including challenging the

" unconstitutionality of restrictive abor-

tion laws and defending Vietnam Vet- -

‘erans Against the War. Her salary at

the Center is $800 a month, She is
single and lives in Greenwich Village.

“We are the only people who have
shown any interest in reuniting chil-
dren who were brought here illegally.

“with parents in Vietnam who may

want them back,” says Stearns. Cohen

‘continues: “It’s (Continued on Page 83)

'It's just too difficult to go mucking about a:
foreign country you know nothing about and. -

take out its children

. but you feel if you

don't adopt them, the{: will die.”

B e e e—




in news;npers

'iﬁﬁnd radio“ parents seeking
e over on the
ylifteonetotheRQdCross

.up ormahoh frem
e moth wnth ‘their own
files and thes 1 hold a hearing
to decide re the chlld
shoulg be placed ¥
: : ‘\ag’encms afgues Mort
them from - netumjng.. he Cohen, atepiayﬁgﬂod'l‘hey
bestargwerforthatxffosay think they know that  the

they are bétter their mothers meant to give' npﬂwir
pargnts weren’t F’f i parents children but what about ithe
anyway; .they've _alféady ad- .onés who made it over here
- justed; return jem is too and are fighting desperately-

big a problem for us to-figure get them back? We'’ve seen
‘out how o do. And all of this e files—we had to get a
legitimizes something that § court order to do it—and they
find to be inhumane. That is - are & mess. First, an affidavit
that, at the end of a war, one sayifg, “This ehild is named
of the fhmgs that is ‘up for such~and such and swas re-
bargam is the orphani That's Jeaséd by such and such an

exqctly what’s happened here. orphanage and is x years pid.’ |

wg%:mze it awuy ; Then a second dfldavnt say-
s:d—wq eoun:hildlvl o ing, ‘No, that’s rWrong. The
That's ilized.”- © - child’s name is . ‘; They don’t’
. f o ' ,wantanvmnetoseethetr
o So m.ﬁm cla hw.» : mlstakes." 4 c
yers have been makmg their The Arguments fur and
points, but- losin fheu'clse. 2gainst the nation Bf going out
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A year hearing testi ers are passionate #nd endless

xist and they get more-heated as

b 1 id 1 time and the children

- adoption. - ( _ and more happy

from the State Departme“ﬂt &elr ican homes. At
and

from’ indiémau ‘who ‘this adge however, all the
3 ! | is a bit academic—
; vansonal Revolu-

. RedCrossTmhgm‘m mr,‘RG d.dimm[ypm-
Geneva come to California to * . test the Babylift and asked the
advise him about methods of - . United Nations High Cofmmis-
finding mothers and reumtm; sioner for Refugees to ‘assist
families; he decided to order a . in the children’s repatriation.-
dnect!ncing‘planof parents. "Rt it has never followéd up
in Vietnam and then changed” cn the matter; tndu%now

: H y to

“@.ES' w"d a similar ;;group
and throughthe eﬂoﬁ.s of a West

what,are;heffect.Z.OOOm— Frank Slevettsoft.he J.S.
dividual cases. Cohen, Miller” smebepamnentmdfma?at
and Stearns q first he .thought  the class-

The main ofdls-,acuonlavgrershgdagmd

agreementhasbecomeaccess pomt, but then he learned |
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turn.. Denmark, ‘which re- .




£l bargain is the orphamzf;»

justed; returning“them is too
big a problem for us to figure
‘out how fo do. And all of this .
legitimizes something that 1

find to be inhumane. That is -
~ that, attheenddtwar.qne
for

of the things tha

'en.ctly wlut's happened here.
And we rati alize it away SO .
ve our chnldren

éﬂ,'eft.'

from the State Departmem
and from individuals ‘who
stayed in Saigon through the
change in Gov nts, ad-
vising him about conditiens in
Vietnam; he requested:‘that
an official of the International
Red Cross Tracing Bureau ‘in
Geneva come to California to *
advise him about niethods of
finding mothers and reuniting -
families; he decided to order a

t' - E
Aorphanage and is x years pld.’
: Then a second affidavit say-

and are rngnung aesperaiely
to get them back? We've seen

ﬂ: files-——we had to get a

“court order to do it—and they
m mess. First, an affidavit
{gh “This €hild is named
Fu d such and swas re-

by such and. such an

. ing, ‘No, that’s ivrong The
~child’s name is . . < They don't

: want ° “anvone to* see. the:r
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and finding Vie moth-
ers are passionate hd endless
and- they .get more-heated as
time passes and the children
become more and more happy
in their American homes. At
‘this Stage, however, all the
. arguing is a bit academic—

V’e’tnani'; Provisional Revolu- -

; tionary . Government (P.R.G.)
‘doesn’t seem to want the
chxldmn Jback. Shos

The P.R.G. did mmal!y pro-

test the Babylift and the
. United Nations High rms-
sioner for Refugees tq

. in the children’s repa tnon :

direct tracing'plan of parents. ‘Rt it has never followed up

or so lawyers, heal;-
med ‘the classmthg
thautwubqou&e li- -
ties of hiS_court to handle
what are, in effect, 2,000 in-
dividual céises. Cohen, Mﬂler
andswamgepealed. >

main "~ point- of dls-
agreementlns‘beeomaocess
to the Immigration Service
_and adoption agency ﬂles,
The three lawyers want the
‘International Red Cross to col-

lect all the infermation about -

‘the children they can get so

they can actively look for paty,

ents and relatives. They say _
the files have names of towns
andaddrmofrdqimm
them. The "agencies say it

;;wou!dbemhm;a-emhod:
““on a mother's door and ask:

“her 0 fnake “the decision to
“give up her child: all over

aimn. Their proposal ig:to
‘have the Vietnamese Govern-.. _

in Vietnam and then chan " on the matter,ind is not now
his- m. Fm in h‘&bmklngany fort to
March * after ' watching his facilitate the 'S re-.
ccuﬂﬁﬂup‘\'ih adop-'" turn.- Denmnﬂx. ‘wtndl re-
: nvefamtxﬂ,fu mothers. ceived a similar :group
: g for their and ' through the efforts of a West

"~ German ioumahst. announced
. that it wanted to return the
children, but so far none‘!mve
been accepted back.”.

Frank Sieverts of the
State Department said ’thi”at
first he thought” tbe ‘class-

: action lawyers Md a good

point,’ but then iie learned
that Vi  didmt _seem to
beco-operaﬂ;inmyplmto
receive the . “K Viet-
mn!*tlnteg uneﬁnger

gafiizations they're in con-
fact with all over M%rld
=they could do so.... The
ract is, the P.R.G. has other
thrmg on, its mmd." ¥
Miller, Cohen and Stearns
say- Vietnarh will cooperate in
thevent.uruﬂtxsconvmmd of
American good faith. They feel

it is up to the Uni ed States to -

make the gesture of giving the
- {Continued on ‘Fage 86)
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; Vietnamese refugees living
.in the Santa Barbara area and - }
their adoptive families held an »
unusual -pncnic‘ jesterdaxs
Manning Park, T i
‘The gathering was sponsored
by local members of Aid to’
Adoption. of --Special Kids
(AASK) and an organization of -
adopting parents,” Open’ Door'*t;
Society of Santa Barbara. ‘¥~
The day was also the first an- |
niversary of the “baby lift'".
plane crash dt Saigon airport
during the U.S. pullout from
South Vietnam. And it — or the
arrival of the second plane in
San ' Francisco* a year ago
Wednesday — is bbserved as a
birthday for several of the in-
fants who survived the crash
and Othen now subjects of a

¢ ;led 1, ba adop-
g e e
:.Amon; s-guests = were ‘‘a
number of the 100 or so Viet-~
namese refugees living in the
area and many families who
have completed other earlier
interracial adoptions.

But\the Rrinciple reason for"
-e!ebration ;z-ﬁ “fate March
ruling“in ‘U 8. dlstrlct’wt:ourt‘j
that a suit to.prevent.adoption

f over 1,900 childrén flown 3 !
‘rom Vietnam last spring is not {5 i v . S s M Lyt ‘,
icceptable as a class action — 1" g
~as’ tinged ‘with anxiety for :- = SKATEBOARD COACHING SESSIONS are part of everyday life - ; T N
‘amilies such as the Lewis Bar- § . now for Chi Long, 15, left, who came to the United States a year T : -
etts,"the James Shieldses, the *. from South.Vietnam. His life in the Lewis Barnett household is P A A
~dward Damrons, the David L _shared with, among others, Jason- Barnett, 4 on skafeboard At nght S
elzers, the Harold Schwalen-"}*" " ' is Jeff Dafnrot"“a friend K o BT
ergs, the Frank Ellises. . i el , ' e Rt -
These families, mahy of ¥ ' V! S -News-Press‘ph°t°§ SaE Ii

‘hom*had initiated proceed- =2 : : Y
ngs ‘to adopt long before the
baby # lift" ~ days,’ ,foresee
1onths of waiting for a deci-
on on the appeal and perhaps
cars of expensive litigation in
idividual Ccases st the rulmg is
pheld.

'What seems forgotten is
at our babies are human and
e are human and our lives are
terwoven,” said Diane Bar-
=tt, Southern California co-or-
nator: for AASK. "We could
nderstand a suit brought by a
tural mother, but a suit,
ought on the chance that a
‘ural mother might now be

sy —




¥ adopting parents, Open Door
% Societv of Santa Barbara. '
“The day was also the first an- .
;nlversary of the “baby lift’™
plane crash @t Saigon airport
yvduring the U.S. pullout from
South Vietnam. And it —or the
érrigal of the second plane in. ¥
rancisco‘ a year ago
t Wednesday — is observed asa

“who survived the crash
thers now subjects of a

] Ned u;hb%%yfe} adop-‘

gAmonl guests  were ' 'a
umber of the 100 or so Viet-
@namese refugees living in the
“area and many families who
| have completed other earlier
. interracial adoptions.
ks, But\the pnncxple reason for
lebration 78 “late ‘March |
brulingin ‘U.S." district court‘
that a suit to prevent.adoption .

fof over 1,900 childrén flown i
ffom Vietnam last spring is not 7 : 3 : : ' R : = ‘,
acceptable as a class action — . et Sl . : . MU TG 0
was'pﬁnged with anxiety for .- -~ SKATEBOARD COACHING SESSIONS are part of everyday life = "' "
 families such as the Lewis Bar- |+ - now for Chi Long, 15, left, who came to the United States a yearago = '~ ‘ -
netts, the James Shieldses, the . '~ from South Vietnam. His life in the Lewis Barnett household is @ e
Edward Damrons, the David | . shared with, amonyg ofhers, Jason ‘Barnett, 4 on skateboard. Atrnght SR 2 ,
Se‘lg‘;'sm;“;r;*&“é'ﬂl::sh“’ﬂ'e“' : ,' s Jeff Dafnroﬁ afriend. =~ : e T ‘f [
%ﬂese families, many of I = : e 5 S ,—NewsPressphofos ' ‘Q

hom-had initiated proceed- ' = : . g
ngs“to adopt long before the :
‘baby # lift" ~ days,’ ,foresee
-months of waiting for a deci-
sion on the appeal and perhaps ,
'vears of expensive litigation in »
individual cases if the ruhng is
upheld.
"What seems forgotten is
that our babies are human and
. we are human and our lives are
interwoven,” said Diane Bar-
nett, Southern California co-or-
. dinator: for AASK." "*We could
,"understand a suit brought by a !
natural mother, but a suit,
- brought on the chance that a 7
natural mother might now be '
able to take care of a child and
wish to do so seems only,oppor- ;
" tunistic politics to us." _ {
Meanwhile, all the local fam-
. ilies (‘“*and we are not wealthy |
people,” said Mrs.: Barnett)
can do is try to help raise the
‘several thousand dollars in
" court costs needed to continue
the court defense. And, of
.course; try not. to worry teo .
much, 4~ ., ;;
\e“wct’f L uJennyPerry /
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My Hang and her adopuvo mother: "Pooph will o&

Six months later, a Babylift chllctw_ PR

1 first applied to adopt a child with Friends
of Children of Viet Namin July of 1974. 1
applied to this agency because I had heard
that they were placing children with single
parents, and normally, because of the scar-
city of children for adoption in this coun-
try, it’s fairly difficult for a single parent to
adopt a child.

1 originally applied to adopt a child who,
was moderatcly physically handicapped
and racially mixed, in the belief that such a
child could profit from being biought to
the United States and given the benefits of

"~ medical care and what-have-you that

would be available here.

After going through the preliminary
process, the agency approved me as an
adoptive parent in about January of this
year. Under normal procedures, which
would have taken about a year, [ would
have been sent a child's picture and story
in advance and I would have had the op-
tion at that point of accepting the child or
not. Instead, what happened was that one
morning in carly April I received a call
from the agency's adoption supervisor
who told me that they had a little girl about
6 years old who was in good health, and
thatif I wanted her, they could get her to.
me that day.

Now this was a little sudden for me,so |
asked if I could call back in ten minutes,
which 1did, saying that 1 did want the child.
I asked what her name was and what they
knew about her. I was told that her name
was Van Thi Ha and that they would send
her documents along in about a week, but
that they were too busy to summarize her

“story for me then.

That evening I went out to Friendship

Loose ends persist from the Vietnamese
Orphan Babylift operation of last April in
which a great many of the air-lifted children
apparently weren 't legitimate orphans at all.
(And there is the possibility that many of the
children have been given falsified docu-
nients.) Testifying before a Congressional
commitiee on Oct. 8, Leonard Chapman,
Commissioner of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service reported that of the
2,212 children flown here, 1,444 have becen
Jfound eligible for adoption while 233 have
been found ineligible, and 545 investigations
are pending.

Lisa Brodyaga is one adapu ve parent who

has been trying unsuccessfully to sort out her
child's true identity and situation. Ms. Bro-
dyaga, 35, is an attorney who lives in Wash-
ington, D.C. She spoke with Walier Miale

about the frustrations of the last six months.

Airport to pick her up

From the beginning she was completely
unresponsive to her name, so I sought the
help of an interpreter and we learned that
her name was My Hang.

We learned also that she had a family—
including a mother, a father, a grand-
mother, a great-grandmother, and a little
sister.

Now My Hang has been here for about
six months and certain things arc tather
obvious to me. First, there is no doubt that -
she is noran orphan. Second, it seems that
her mother agreed to give her up only on
account of the general hysteria about the
Cominunists coming to power; everything
suggests that the Americans were playing
on this hysteria. Third, there is nothing to
indicate that anybody over here—either
the agency or the government—has any
knowledge of who this child is or what her
background.is. And finally, all of their ac-
tions with respect to this case inditate to
me that they don't care, and that they have
no interest whatever in locating My
Hang’s mother.

My Hang told us that she had been liv-
ing at an orphanage near Bien Hoa for, as
far as we can tell, about a year, before com-
ing to America. However, she made it very

clear to us that she saw her mother, who

she says worked at the orphanage, con-
stantly, and had a very close, normal rela-
tionship with her, as she did with her baby
sister.

Incidentally, she told us that her sister
was sent to the U.S. also, but we have been
unable to find any trace of her.

My Hang described to us being taken by
an American doctor in an American car to
an American housc, where she and her
mother had a tearful farewell. Her mother
apparently told her that she would not be
able to come back to Vietnam soon, if at
all, because “there wasn't enough money"
to send her back.

Now all this was upsctling to me, to say’
the least. I had, of coursc, expected—like
the others who applied, I'm sure—to
receive a child who was a bona fide orphan
or who had been abandoned by her family,
and abandoned some time ago—not a
child who had a family until the moment
she was released for adoption. Further-
more, | don't think we can say that My
Hang was abandoned at all. I think her
status would be questionable both morally
and legally, even if we had a signed release
for her. It scems that Americans were in-
volved in spreading the belief that children
of mixed parentage—and we don’t know
whether My Hang’s natural fathcr was an
American or not—would be killed by the
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: {Communists.
Anyway, my anxiety increased as days
iwent by and I received no documents from
the agency.
After a while I tried calling Friends of
'+ +-4Children of Viet Nam but the phones at
~that point were being answered in the
homcs of volunteers so that it was im-
"'"“’" UJ') ")'(.‘ t*”:'possnble to get through to anyone in a posi-
tion of responsibility or anyone who had
R S O MM‘“ S ‘any access to information. The volunteers
... wercall very sympathetic, and each time |
‘ 1callcd they assured me that somecone
3 ‘would call me back in the very near future,
s S :bul no one ever did. Finally, I putitallin
. = 1« 170§ «writing and sent them a letter. Again |
AN ireccivcd no response.
And so it went.
Finally, after about six weeks I got
.through to a responsible official of the
. . ,agency and | was assured that they did
Ny .have a signed release for My Hang and |
:was assured that her name was in fact Van
{Thi Ha, that My Hang was undoubtedly a
o L . second name which she had been given in
Sure e )-"+e s <. theorphanage,and thatit was common for
s *. . ichildren to have two names.
Ya T (This question of her identity has never
-M been cleared up and subsequent develop-
; N Jments have only confused it still further.
: & é‘]Momhs later I received an affidavit which
stated that My Hang and Van Thi Ha were
“one and the same child,” and shortly
after that the executive director of the
agency told me that another one of the
ichildren brought over was named Van Thi
1Ha and that the correct interpretation of
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O\_\L‘f \\6 l(hc statement in the affidavit was that My
. Hang was not Van Thi Ha. On top of this, a
™ Wi reed e LS icouple of weeks ago My Hang told me that
£ . S i ~,oyher name was Van Thi Ha after all, but
1"{%’:&05" "?\f:)(: '%ﬂince then she has been inconsistent on
3 * ™ *" lhisand I just don't know what to make of

! i)
! Anyway,again | was assured that |
"would be getting all the necessary docu-
/ ments in another weck or ten days. And
ragain, nothing happened.
! At about this point [ made contact with
fthe people in California who were in-
“volved in a suit to force the Department of
Immigration to investigate the children to
"~ determine how many of them were not
here legally, and to make an effort, on
behalf of those who were not, to locate
'their families and 1o send them home.
:This suit was brought as a result of the dis-
covery that many of these children were
inot orphans. One aim of the suit was totry
e : i to get immediate action for those children
: w l who would have to be sent back, but the
Mgt A -« .suititself was proceeding with all the

V{iyﬁg ﬁ}«"’,.ﬁ"u;*y"‘- . ,r; ‘speed of a rather groggy snail.
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y. ‘Oh, how touchlngl but nothlng will happen.

g :%*-‘?"1""'{ still hangs between two worlds

The point at which [ became involved
with it was at a hearing where we brought
evidence that any children who would
have to be sent back would be irreparably
injured, psychologically and culturally, if
they were kept here longer than six
months. And of course the six months
have now elapsed and there are still no
prospects whatever of repatriating them.
Mecanwhile, the children are forgetting
their native language, they are forgetting
who they are and where they

They are cut off from their natural
mothers in the most important years of de-
velopment, and when they are repatriated
they will face the shock of another separa-
tion, a separation from their adoptive
parents. And it's not going to be easy for
them to reunite with their families. I think
their identitics arc going to be pretty well
fragmented, like Humpty-Dumpty.

In My Hang's case #am making a
deliberate effort to maintain her native
language and her awareness of her mother
and family as far as possible, so as to keep_
asense of continuity in her life.

I've also taken my own steps to try (o
contact My Hang’s family in Vietnam. |
filed an application with the United Na-
tions Commission on Refugees and | have
also made efforts to make con-
tact with the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of Vietnam through their
embassy in Paris. We sent My Hang'’s pic-
ture and a fact sheet, and | hope that they
will be distributed through the women's
union over there around the area ncar Bien
Hoa. So far, though, 1 haven't heard any-
thing from anybody.

Somctimes 1 get the fecling that I'm sit-
ting on a desertisland with an inexhausti-
ble supply of bottles and paper and that
I'm just writing distress messages and
sending them out, and I have the feeling
that pcople who read them will say,“Oh,
how touching!" but that nothing will hap-
pen. $

I feel that My Hang's mother has a
right to say what she feels is best for her

child, that at the very least the mother has
to be given the opponunuy to make that
decision.

My Hang asks regularly when she's
going back. Is she going this week, is she
going next week ? I've seen her go to the
telephone and dial a number at random to
call her mother.

It's such a frustrating leeling. It seems
like nobody is doing anything and she's
beeq here six months. It’s just cruel o
keep her here and then send her back, and
the longer she’s kept hcre the more cruel

it becomes.
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REFUGEES

The Bitter Legacy of the Babylift

“When am I going home?” asked
twelve-year-old Ya Hinh, just eight
weeks after arriving in the suburban
New York home of Janet and Louis
Marchese. Hinh, called Keith by the
Marcheses, was one of some 2,000 Viet-
namese children airlifted to the U.S. in
Operation Babylift as Saigon fell to the
Communists in the spring of 1975. He
had learned to say “mother,” “father™
and a few other English words quite
quickly. But Mrs. Marchese, wife of a
New York City policeman, was torn be-
tween her desire to adopt the boy of-
- ficially and her awareness that his real
mother might want him back. “Keith
loves it here, but he misses his parents,”
she explains. “He has lots of nightmares.
I think about how it would be if he were

or starvation. Operation Babylift was
created out of humanitarian motives on
all sides. Yet it has left a legacy of uncer-
tainty. considerable bitterness—and a
legal situation as tangled as the emotions
that swirled around the war itself.

In the rush to get the children out
of Viet Nam, there was often no great
concern about technicalities like proper
identification or release forms from par-
ents. Recalls Bobby Nofflet, who worked
with the U.S. AID agency in Saigon in
those hectic days: “Three, six, nine .ba-
bies would be left in front of the agen-
cy, mothers begging us to take them.
There were large sheaves of papers and
batches of babies. Who knew which be-
longed to which?” Children also were
dying of malnutrition in the orphanages

JOHN MCDERMOTT
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decisions, is asking for a case-by-case re-
view of each child's background. A dis-
trict court in San Francisco, however,
has ruled that no class litigation for all
the children is lawful; if individual re-
views are requested, they must be grant-
ed by the appropriate local courts. This
ruling is being appealed. The ambiguity
hurts all parties.

Very Bad. Ha Thi Vo, a Vietnam-
ese mother who gave up three sons dur-
ing the babylift, is now living in Cal-
ifornia, where she is fighting to regain
them. She found her youngest child,
Tung, 3, at an adoption agency. But
since he did not immediately recognize
her, agency officials said$he could not
take him. “They call me a liar,” she says.
“They make me feel very bad.”

In Forest City, Iowa, Johnny and
Bonnie Nelson feel they have the right
10 resist the claim of Doan Thi Hoang
Anh, who lives in Great Falls, Mont;
she insists she is the mother of the four-

LE MiNM
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LISABRODYAGA WITH ADOPTED DAUGHTER MY HANG IN SAN JOSE, CALIF.

HA THI VO WITH PHOTO OF SONS

Out of humanitarian mofives, a legal situation almost as tangled as the emotions that swirled around the war itself.

my child, and I break into a cold sweat.”
Unlike many of the Americans who
have taken in Vietnamese children, Mrs.
Marchese is earnestly trying to find
Keith’s parents. *She has spent some
$500 on telephone calls to the Red Cross,
the Immigration and Naturalization
Service and many refugee camps, with
no success. “It’s very cruel to keep a
child if his parents are looking for him,”
she fecls. Similarly futile attempts to find
the parents of My Hang. 7, have been
made by Lisa Brodyaga, 35. a lawyer in
San Jose, Calif,, who has adopted the
girl. She contends that adoption agen-
cies show little interest in helping. My
Hang arrived in the U.S. with no iden-
tification papers at all. '
Batches of Babies. The anguish of
Viet Nam lingers—for the American
families seeking to adopt the children
they have come to love, and for an un-
known number of Vietnamese parents
now seeking to regain custody of chil-
dren they sent to the U.S. as “orphans”
to spare them from a possible bloodbath

TIME, MAY 24,1976

at the time. “When you see that, you
don’t care what goes on; you just want
to get those little kids out,” explains
Anna Forder, a St. Louis lawyer who,
as a social worker in Viet Nam, was fa-
miliar with the orphanages. .

The result is chaos, as the U.S. Im-
migration and Naturalization Service
and local U.S. courts try to determine
whether specific Vietnamese children
are legally eligible for adoption by the
Americans who have taken them in. So
far, the service has declared 1,671 chil-
dren eligible, based either on signed re-
leases from a parent or on affidavits from
Vietnamese swearing that the parents
are dead or the children have been aban-
doned. Another 353 children have been
ruled ineligible.

The New York-based Center for
Constitutional Rights, meanwhile, has
filed a class-action suit on behalf of all
the children who may not in fact be or-
phans, including those who have been
ruled eligible for adoption. The center,
challenging the validity of the service's

year-old Vietnamese child they call Ben.
Says Mrs. Nelson: “At first I was trying
to look at it as if I were in her shoes.
But we couldn’t just give him away to
someone claiming to be his mother with-
out any proof.” When both sides went
into court over Ben, Mrs. Nelson decid-
ed, “If he reacted to her in a loving way,
if he knew her and ran to her, we would
know she was someone whom he could
accept and love. But Ben was in gpurt
with us the entire day, and when she
walked in and called his name, he
looked up, then went right back to his
coloring.” Nonetheless, a district court
in Jowa has ruled that the Nelsons must
give the boy up; they are appealing. :

Le Thi Sang, 32, a Vietnamese wom-
an now working as a hotel cleaning
worker in Ohio, is seeking her son, Le
Tuapn Anh, 7, who lives with a Califor-
nia family. Says Sang: “I telephoned, but
the other lady says she doesn’t want me
to talk with him. She says I must speak
English, and I do and she answers for
him. Icry. Icry.”
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‘other faces court

attle to claim son

RASA GUSTAITIS

.\, FRANCISCO (PNS) —
I hi Vo searched for months
1¢h bureaucratic mazes be-
he learned that her three-
i1d son was in the care of
f the "orphan Babylift"
ivs. But when she found
<he was told she could not
hiim: he might be better
with his new American
ents."”
's one of more than a dozen
ces in this country known
~eking return of children
4 here in the panic of the
avs of the war. She isone of
il who must face court ac-
f she expects to be permit-
reunion.
many other Vietnamese
crs with half-American
#n. Vo feared for the lives
three sons when the
n regime was collapsing
<ent them to the United
for their safety. Through a
i, she said, she met an
ican named Dick who
I 1o take her oldest sons,
v Khanh, 7,-and Vo Anh
5, if she signed a release
n. She did.
~ighbor bound for the Un-
"ates agreed to take Vo Huy
then 2, as her own son,
an assumed name. For
signed nothing, she said.
i rself managed to fly out
- thereafter. From Travis
irce Base she called Bill
1 Flying Tiger pilot she'd
1 Siaigon. He had offered to
<he managed to getto this
v. Popp decided to spon-
lier 20-year-old sister, a
md the cousin's six-
d boy. All came to live in
me near Los Angeles,
jobs and, together, put a
peymenton a house. (In
Popp said, Vo had been
f household for an ex-
! fumily of 13.)
Popp’s help, Vo sought
's. After many expensive
stance phone calls, Popp
"l.ev |learned through the
wtional_Red (ross where
» oldest Bo,s were and
vred that the youngest
th Friends of Children of
1 (FCVN). The neighbor

who had brought him, Vo said,
had given him to the agency,
expecting that he'd be cared for
until his mother could claim
him. But the agency, armed with
arelease paper Vo never <i§,n('u
had placed the voungster in a
home for adoption.

A LETTER AND A VISIT.
Through FCVN, a letter arrived
for Vo from ""Bob and Joan,” who
had had her child for 10 months.
It told Vo that her son was not Vo
Huy Tung now but Bruce Dono-
van, that he loved going fishing
with his ““daddy,” that his good
behavior " still gives us great
pride,” that "*he can count to
nine, he knows all the basic col-
ors.”

“We think you should see
Bruce,"” the couple wrote. “That
way we both could sce his feel-

ings. If by chance he does not,

remember you., we think it
would do him great harm to
leave us. We can’t help but feel
that he would think we had re-
jected him. Then, on the other
hand. if he did remember you,
we feel it would be wrong for us
to keep him from you even
though it would hurt greatly.”

Vo flew to Denver and was
taken to a room where five
strange adults faced her with her
child. After a few minutes in a
highly tensc sifuation, the au-
thorities now in charge of the
boy decided he did not recog-
nize his mother.

“They don't give him to me,”
Vo said in an interview. I ask,
give me a chance to see the boy.
A few minutes. To play with
him. They say, maybe the kid get
hurt. I'say, I don’t hurt the boy."

She was not permitted to hold
him, she said. * They sav, he has
good home now, good mother,
good father. 1 ha\c good home,
guod mother. Not father. That I
don’t have,” Vo said. " They say,
birthmother mean nothing.”

“l ask, ‘When they tell the boy
that he has a mother?” They
didn't answer.”

Vo said she was shown a paper
saying the boy was declared an
orphan April 16. She said she
then showed the FCVN officials
a photograph of her holding her
son April 19.

continued on page 3
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PRG builds system

of ch//dcare centers
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By LINDA HIEBERT £

SAIGON (PNS) — As the Vietnamese near the end of their
first vear of peace in decades, the story of #he million- plus
homeless children untouched by the American babylift is
becoming clear.

The Proviaonal Revolutionary Government (PRG), start- -
ing with 138 orphanages left from wartime, is building a
nationwide svstem of childcare centers to provide homes
for all who need care.

Tran Thi My, in charge of four orphanages in Saigon, told
PNS that the PRG is asking “ neighborhood adiministrations
to locate, feed and clothe’ children still on the streets until
enough childcare centers can be built. Thousands of chil-
dren are already in orphanages.

In addition, the PRG is pushing a program to help un-
employed people move out of Sa’ on to settle in “new
economic areas’’ in the countrys ‘Many families, im-
poverished by the war, gave up t' ren because they
could not longer feed them. Th s the new pro-
gram will enable these families -~ . their children
again.

At the childcare centers now in operation, most of the
pre-PRG directors and staff are still at their jobs. But My
explains that they are being trained to change their attitude
from one o fmmp]e care for the children to one of personal
responsibility, taking the role of second mothers.

Jespite the new program. the effects of the war remain
ever present. The government, short of funds, can supply

continued on page 3
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mother faces court battle

continued from page 1

Vo left alone, with the advice
that she seek a lawyer if she
wanted to fight for her son.

AGENCY POLICY. FCVN of-
ficials refused to comment on
Vo's case. In explaining the
agency's general policy, case
work supervisor Marcia Schoc-
ket quoted from a book she goes
by, in which the authors main-
tain that “It's the psychological
parent, not the biological pa-
rent”” who is important to the
child.

“If there's no recollection,”
she said, ‘‘there can't be a con-
tinuance of the same relation-
ship. There could only be a new
relationship. It was obvious after
15 minutes to halfan hourin two
cases that the biological parent
was just another person in the
room to the child.”

Agency procedure requires,
she said, that when a biological
mother seeks a child’s return, a
social worker be sent to “assess
her financial situation, living
situation.” This information is
giventothe adoptive family who
may then opt to return the child.
If not, a court may have to settle
the issue.

“We feel confident we're ob-
serving sound social work prac-
tice,” Schocket said. Asked if the
authors of the book she goes by
considered cross-cultural adop-
tion, she said “‘not really,” but
indicated that was not a cur-
rently relevant factor.

ETHNIC IDENTITY. Among
those who think the issue of cul-
ture is highly relevant is Dr.
Joseph John Westermever, a
psychiatrist whose experience
with Indian children reared in
white homes taught him to ex-

pect great turmoil for them —
notin the early vears, but later in
adolescence. “"when society de-
nies them the social and ethnic
identity to which they have suc-
cessfully adapted.” As teena-
gers, he explained, they are
punished or sought out because
they are Indians. Yet thevtend to
identify as white.

Similar experience is reported
by Joyce Ladner, a sociologist, in
her study of trans-racial adop-
tions. :
Both Westermeyer and Ladner
urge that the Vietnamese chil-
dren be reunited with their
families whenever possible, or at
least be placed in other Viet-
namese homes. They have sub-
mitted affidavits to district court
here, where a suit in behalf of
Vietnamese children has been
dragging on for many months.

TIP OF THE ICEBERG? Tom
Miller, an attornev for the chil-
dren_in that suit. savs an un-
known number of Vietnamese
refuggee families are in Vo's
position. The dozen or so who
have made theinselves known to
Lim and the Center for Constitu-
tional Rights, which is backing
the suit, may be only the tip ofan
iceberg, he said.

At the State Department,
Frank Sieverts, deputy coor-
dinator for humanitarian affairs,
disagreed. He said the vast
majority of the children brought
here as orphans are, in fact, or-
phans.

One refugee woman who
searched for her son here man-
aged to get him back after a court
fight that cost $4500. Few re-
fugees can afford such sums.

A few older children were re-
turned to natural parents volun-
tarily by adoptive parents who
were moved by the children’s
joy at seeing their families again.

Vo now hopes that tRe man
named Dick in Massachusetts,
who has her oldest boys, will
permit her to see them and that
they, being old enough, can set-
tle with her. She is preparing for
a court battle to reclaim her
voungest.

“There aren’t many villains in
this story,” commented Popp,
who was echoed by others repre-
senting conflicting points of
view. It comes down to a-choice
based on a value judgment: Who
isentitled tojudge the children's
best interests?

As long as that question goes
unsettled, these children and
their families will remain vic-
tims in the last batt<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>