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LONDON, . Sep!embcr 8: -India has 

proposed before L.'ie in~erparliamen-
tnry conference now in sestion, here 
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cd countries, reporu PTl. 
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other thing,, c~:Is upon indmlrir.li~,I 
rountrie~ to increa~c their public uid 

US kidnap1>ed 
children, says 
Madan1 Binh 

M.E..XICO CITY, September S: 
The Foreign Relations Minister, 
Madame Nuygen Thi Binh of the 
Prnvisional Revoluti~nary Govern-
ment of South Viet Nam has accus-
ed the U .S. of L:idoapping children 
during jts massh.-e refugc:e evacua-
tioo programme earlier this year, 
ri:ports AP. · . ' 
. "The world ii going to see a 

little clearer this pretended aenero-
sity that for us is a simple case of 
kidnapping'', Madame Binh ijaid in 
e.n interview published here yester-
day. Sho was in the Mexican capi-
tal last week. 

'.'We had an institution for war 
orpb:ms in South Viet Nam and 
some of those taken came from 
there," she continued. "But others 
were not orphans, just children that 
in the turbulence of war were 
sep:arated from their parents. We 
have received many letters from 
parents asking for news of their 
children." _ 

She ,aid that sources in the U .S.A. 
have s'aid that many of the childreu 
brou_ght to families have b~eo op• 
pressed and others have died. 

"We will get those chilJreo re-
turned to their families and thdr 
country," she promised. 

Schools to be taken 
over in Saigon 

SAIGON, Septernb~r 8: All pri• 
vate, primary a~d sccoo<lary schools 
will be nationalised before the 
next term begins, the Deputy Na• 
tional Education director, Mr. 
Phan Trong Tan, told the daily 
"Saigon Giai Phong:·, reports AFP. 

He said the 1,059 institutes 
would acquire the 11tatus of estab-
lishments of public teaching. An 
estimated 600,000 high school 
,tudents enrolling for the scho!u,-
tic year 197S-7ti would receive free 
i;cbooling. 
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ur nat inn al grief at 
the thought l)f \'iet-
namese children who 
wo uld be homeless 
after the American 
war sct'mnl ~omcho\\' 
ffi()rt' be;1rahlt' during 
the war when c1ll our 
k1,ww-how was being 
used in making or-

phans. There did exist a history 
of homeless children and their 
wars, which could have been 
helpful. but_ we paid little atten-
tion to it. It ,,·as indeed offe,;ed to 
the rn1111tn <luring the " Rain lift "' 
l.1~1 :\pril. in puhli, 11,-,,~p.1p<-i-
statc111c11t, h, ,p1 i.d 1\1111-<'r:--, Ins 
tori.111s, t•dur.1turs, 1 cligi,111, k.111 -
ers. and do,: tnrs, ,llld in pPlitical 
street demonstrations on both 
coasts. 

According to Joseph Reid of 
the Child \\'elfare League of 
. -\nwrira. t lwrt· were :'lll .000 
h11111l'lo,, hildren .t!"it-1 1 he '\ igc• 
ri.111 Bi.d1.111 \\·.1r . I Ii.- l ' 11itt'd 
St.it,·, {.111d 111111 ·1 , P111111 ic,) 
!111>11gl11 th,·,1· 1 lul.!1, ·11 ,ti .. ,ild lw 
ulfncd fn1 ,1d11p111,11. l h, · ,igc -
ri :rns .ind Bi.th ,111s wuuld 111>t 
pt>rmit it . \\'ith the help uf thl' 
International t ·11i,1n for Child 
\\"l'lfarl' in (;en<·, a .• di hut '27 of 
the rhildn·n \\l'rl' rc1111itcd with 
!c1mih· t)r ,ill:ig,· l,1111m11ni1it·s 
" ·ithin two n ·,1rs . 

Here is another lt·~">11 from 

By Grace Paley 
histon: my- friend Karin DiGia 
was a displaced child in Germany 
after tht' Second ·world War . 
That is, she was lost in Dne direc'-
tion and her parents, if alive, 
were lost in another direction, far 
from home. Here, the Red Cross 
helped . It took a year and a half 
before Karin DiGia's living 
father was found and they were 
brought together. She was only 
one child among hundreds of 
thn11s ;111d, . Had she ht·c·11 
.11l11ptcd ;1w.1, into 11:tl\' 01 llw 
l '11itl'll St ;1t1·s ur _l;qi:111 i11 '"1111· 
wclt-mea11i11g child co11~u111t-rs ' 
project, her records fikd and 
sealed, they would have ne,er 
met; she would have become an 
orphan and he the father of a 
de;.id child . 

K. 1ri11 told 1111· th;1t the -;u·t·t·t~ 
,if Ct'rt11.111 citi1·~ \\'l'lt ' l1tll ol pi< -
lllll ' ' "' t ltild1t'll. " I Lt\l ' \llll ,1TII 
tlti, , ltild, t\1111;1 l\l.1111 ·, ,lt1· w;1, 
\\t',ll"lll'g ,I hllll' ~11101 k. ~hi' \\,Ill 

tkrt'd ;rn .t\" from 0111 r.1111p .. .... 
Translated for A111eri< ans tocb) . 
whose. kind hearts and open 
purses intend to r;ikc Victnamc~c 
childrc11 into the l'in;tlit> of ,1dop-
tirn1. thett· may wdl he piclurc<; 
posted 011 the wall~ in Saigon or 
I>a11a11g, "Has anyone ,;<·<·11 

I tf 115 

• 

Phuoung, laq <; c <:11 in a blue 
smock, she let go of m~· hand fo, 
a minute .... " 

In Vietnam there is a sa~·ing: 
"If Mother is lost. there is Aun-
tie; if Father is lost. there is Cn-
cle." The , pare11tless child be-
comes- ·the child of the 
household. the village, old aunts 
who may not even be blood rela-
tives, hut who share the natural 
rcsponsibilit} of all adults for a ll 
the ~oung. This has alreadv hap-
pened in l\'m:th \ ' ietnam, ,,·here 
there is only one "home" for or-
phans. This is happe ning now in 
South Vicr11;1m - gro\\·11-11p rel-
11gtT , ;ind , l1ild1c-11 i,1 rlw 11·11, .,J 
tlio11,.111d, ;111 · 1,·111111111g lo tlu-ir 
vilbgc~ 111 ~h;11 ,:w P11,vi,i,,11;d 
Revolutionary Govenrnw111 ca lled 
the "Campaign for the Return to 
the Homelands.'' 

Well, how did the orphan air-
Ii fl happen, then , consiclning 
rllt's!' lii,101in , rht ·,t· fact-;:. l lr;i\c 
111 , ; 1\ ir I oldh . I Ire ~ ; ir i11 \·i,·1-
11 ;t111 , 1d t1C 11 lwg;rr t Irr ig11, ,1,11,11 
" ·It · lf>ll g l ,t i 11 L11 1,,11 . .11 ,d I 1,, 
,l:i11gl11, 1 "' · irr111111 ·11h. 1·11d ,·d 11t 
n111th tilt' , ;11111· "•'): 1 lw orp!J., ,, 
airlift ta~, April ,,·a-, ;i ,,I 
sentiment that r a i~ed ~0111c '..!,b(J{) 
Vil'lnamcs<' children and flo ;i t('d 
I hclll ano~, l~ .000 milt'~ .,f ,b·. 
Tht' g1 ot1p~ 111,"I 1t·,pc,rr,il1II' f.,, 
that ·sky of flying/dying bahin 
Wt'rt' I ht' foll11wi11g: 
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This issue of "The We/co er" 'is d , ted to those very "special" people who 
rallied to the cause prior to the fa'1,of Saigon. And to the literally hundreds 
of adoptive couples, friepd!;, strangers, staff of Welcome House and whole 

communities who responded to our calls for help in caring for the 67 Vietnamese 
children until placed with their adoptive families. The roll call is far too long to 
include, much as we woulfi nave dearly loved to. People from New York [L /. ), 

Pennsylvania [Media], Delaware [Wilmington], New Jersey, Connecticut, Alaska, 
Washington, Washington, D. C., Texas, Massachusetts. We will never forget your 

efforts. They will live on in the lives of the children. 
if I]~~ 0 w 1Y 00 Page 1 • 7 - Joan & Guy Powers Photos Page 8 - Eli Jaffe . ® m 



>- Dear Friends, w (J) This brings you all, our greetings and best Brian Winsor of Alaska, Mr. David Seltzer 
(J) wishes. of California or one of so many concerned 
>- Just before writing this letter I took out friends who were terribly concerned about 
C an old issue of 'The Welcomer', the special our safety. Yet, there was no way out. The 
0 issue of November 1973 on Vietnam very only way out was if the US Government 
t_') ki;;diy dedicated by you all to our work in would provide us with a MAC flight, since >- Saigon on behalf of VACF. Thankfully, all commercial flights stopped operating in 
:X: today VACF is an integral part of WHAPG . and out of Saigon . Saigon's Tan Son Nhut 
0 I tried to close my eyes and recollect all airport was closed and heavily barricaded. t; that had happened between then and now, The G VN wouldn't approve our list of 

a dream came through and a dream children to be evacuated because we were 
> shattered. not licensed to process children for 

The meeting between Miss Mary Graves, overseas adoption, and the AID wouldn't 
Mrs. Alberta Cohen and myself in the late help without G VN's approval. I was 
spring of 1973 in a friend's apartment in NY running from one agency to the other [who 
is still very vivid in my. memory. The were privileged to take out children] but 
outcome of the meeting was HOPE, life they couldn't help . They were backed up 
and a future for a number of unfortunate with some of their own children and the 
little people. Miss Graves and Mrs . Cohen G VN wouldn't permit them either. By then 
were God sent, in answer to my prayers, as 1,400 children had been evacuated under 
were each and everyone of you, who with President Ford 's 'Baby Lift ' plan, so, no 
your noble dedication , concern and love more . At the same time, we were aware 
for children helped us sustain what were that a score of our friends , here in the US 
rated as the two best children's homes in mainland and in Alaska were doing 
Saigon , and by your un-selfish and tireless everything in their power to get our 
efforts , bring safety and a secure future for children out. They made telephone calls to 
85 children to England[6), Holland [6) and the department of State, Chief of staff and 

- the USA [73). everyone they could think of. Yet, back in 
I said, "a dream shattered", yes , in the Saigon , as of April 27, all we could do was 

spring of 1973, it was a beautiful dream to pray and leave the rest in HIS merciful 
come true and in the spring of 1975, it was hands . Both Malini and myself vowed not 
shattered to pieces. To witness the whole to leave Saigon without the children. We 
thing collapsing like a house of cards was were also aware, it was not only us, but so 
heart breaking. many of our friends in the US and other 

After my meeting with Miss Graves and parts of the world who were praying for us . 
M_rs . Cohen I returned to Saigon to get the In a situation like that our only hope 
HOPE home off the ground and the first always seems to be the good Lord. 
home, HOPE I, was born in the summer of So it went on; the NVAS were moving 
'1973 with 17 children in residence on the closer to Saigon every day and by the 24th 
first day. It was a normal summer day in of April they had taken Xuan Loe, after 
Saigon; the temperature in the higher bitter fighting , since the G VN tried to make 
nineties, atmosphere saturated with a last minute stand and moved within one 
exhaust fumes, humidity in the 80 and mile of the northern outskirts of Saigon 
90% . The seventeen children, 15 of them _ 
mixed blood, came within the gates of I 
Hope I with their few earthly possess ions 
clutched in their tiny hands. By the spring I 
of 1974 HOPE II opened with over 200 
children. Slowly and steadi ly the Hope 
family grew in size to 400 children by the 
spring of 1975. The motto was "Every child 
was the 'ONLY' child". It was a happy and , 
closely knit family . Then it all started. ! 

First, one province north east of Saigon 
fell after a month long battle and 
bloodshed in January, 1975. Then three 
provinces surrendered without a single 
shot being fired, but not without loss of 
li fe . Thousands of refugees, among them 
children, trying to flee occupied areas , 
died on the roadsides due to starvation , 
dehrdration and exposure. By the second 
wee/c. in !5--pril, rockets and shells started 
coming into Saigon. 

Life in Hope I & II became a 24 hour 
rou tine. Concerned mothers came in all ~-;;.._; 
th e time, some begging that their children ;.·~~, _ 
be evacuated to the US or any country for •·,... ·.-:; -~ 
sa fety . Mostly they were mothers of mixed ' "' '.,: 
blood children . New ch ildren were brought '· 
families who wanted to out, pleaded to be 
evacuated. The telephone rang incessant-
ly. It was either Mr. Charles Summers, Mr. 

while their troops were within striking 
distance in the southeast, Bien Hoa . In 
Hope I & II we gave up hope of getting out 
and prepared for a siege and gathered 
enough food and other essentials to last 
us for over four months . The Vietnamese 
staff were wonderful, especially Mr. 
Nguyen Van Sau, the house manager and 
Miss Trieu, secretary, working round the 
cloc/c. attending to every need. The 67 
children who became our total responsibil-
ity were unaware of what was going on, 
except to as/c., "Uncle Victor, when I go 
America?", I didn't know if we were ever 
going to America! .. 

Saigon streets became streets of panjc 
and confusion. Everyone seemed to be 
wanting to get out. People I had never seen 
before came to Hope I to beg, plead and 
even threatened that I must somehow get 
them out. " You are an American agency, 
you can get me/us out." It was ei ther 
"please get us out or if you don 't I will le.ill 
you". Curfew hours were extended each 
day, from 10 p .m. to 6 a.m. It came down 
to 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. People who came to 
Hope I could not get bac/c. to their homes 
befor;, curfew. We had to shelter them and 
feed them , a round the cloc/c. affair. 

Then God did wor/c. a miracle, the efforts 
of our friends did not go in vain . Barely 24 
hours before the fall of Saigon, on April 28, 
the AID telephoned me and said "we are 
trying to get a plane today to get you1 your 
wife and your children out, standby." After 
an hour they called again to say "at 14:30 
the Embassy busses will come to pic/c. you 
all up, stand by". Just three hours to 
prepare, we grabbed what we could and 
were ready by 14: 15. The Embassy buses 
pulled up, few mothers who were present 
hugged and kissed their children goodbye. 
Closest friends were on hand to say 

ti/~ 
CHILDREN OF VIETNAM 

295 n; SUPPLY CO (GS) 
FORT LEWIS. WA 



ACTION PLAN FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CHILD WELFARE AGE,-•:;y IN THE FAR 
EAST BY THE WELCOME HOUSE ADOPTIVE PARENTS GROUP, INC. 

A . Type of program to be established 
1. Foster care (Sponsorship) 
2. Day Care 
3. Family Assistance 
4. Ass istance to other child welfare agencies 

a. Financial assistance to hire workers 
b . Food, clothing, medical supplies 

5. Field training facilities for local social welfare students 
6. Adoption 

B. Criteria for selecting a country ; we need to select a place which will be favorable in as 
many aspects as pos·sible ... 

1. Need 
2. A country_ which is friendly to the U.S., where an American agency w i ll be welcomed , 

and allowed to operate with relatively l itt le hindrance 
3. A country with a relatively stable government (areas where Communism has already 

gotten a foothold will not be conducive irrespective of need--could be another Sa igon) 
4. Favorable tax structure; every cent we spend needs to be spent constructively to 

ensure providing child benef its , not to feed the coffers of the national government or 
the lower echelons 

5. Local conditions 
a. Cooperation of local government 
b. Cultural and religious sentiments regarding the programs functions ; i.e. , dietary 
restrictions, etc . 

C. Indonesia and Malaysia are in Victor's judgement two of the more likely places to start 

D. Procedure for fact finding and gathering background information about Indonesia and 
Thailand 

1. Contact their embassies in Washington , D.C. ; determine how completely they meet 
the criteria 

2. Contact U.S .A .I.D. in Washington, D.C.; determine if grants are available to American 
agencies in these countries 

3 . Contact other institutions (universities, churches, etc .) that have existing programs in 
these countries; obtain such pertinent information they will share 

4. On the basis of the information thus gathered , go to the country selected as the better 
choice , complete fact-finding, negotiate a contract with its government , and start the 
program. 

E. Welcome House will be formally requested to help in the following ways 
1. Allow Mary Graves to ass ist in the execution of the action plan 
2. Continue financial assistance 
3. Formalize a sister agency relationship with our fledging agency , and as such , assist in 

pol icy formulation 

F . The Welcome H o use Board has formally decided to actively & fully participate in this 
exploratory & investigative phase. 

July 28, 1975 

1 



"THE WELCOMER" 
PUBLISHED IN JANUARY, MAY 
AND OCTOBER OF EACH YEAR BY 
THE WELCOME HOUSE ADOPTIVE 

PARENT GROUP, INC. 

EDITOR: ALBERTA COHEN 

To the Board of Directors 
Welcome House Adoptive Parents Group , Inc. 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania 18901 

Dear Board Members: 

We have exam ined the balance sheet of the Welcome House Adopt ive Parents 
Group , Inc . at March 31, 1975 and the related statement of receipts and 
disbursements for the year then ended . Our examination was made in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of 
the accounting records and other auditing procedures considered necessary in the 
circumstances . Our examination of receipts was limited to amounts recorded as being 
received since it is impractical to apply other auditing procedures to solicited funds. 

In our opinion, subject to the above limitation, the accompanying balance sheet 
and related statement of receipts and disbursements in exces\Of receipts for the year 
then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a 
basis consistent with the prior year. 

Respectfully submitted , 

Sullivan, Booz & Co. 
WELCOME HOUSE ADOPTIVE PARENTS GROUP, INC. 
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS & DISBURSEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1975 

RECEIPTS 
General Dues & Donat ions 
Vietnam Fund 
Interest Income 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

FUND DISBURSEMENTS 
Donations Vietnam American Children's Fund 
Newsletter 
Picnic Expense 

TOTAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS 

NET CASH BEFORE OPERATING EXPENSES 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
Advertising 
Printing & Stationery 
Travel 
Office Expense, Postage 
Telephone 
Legal & Accounting 
Publicity 
Insurance 
Medical Expense 
Reg istration Fees 
General Expense 

TOTAL OPERATING EXP.ENSES 

$ 6 316 
31 568 

490 

$21 472 
2 688 
2 257 

$ 6 540 
1 469 
1 399 
1 093 

822 
775 
343 
326 
209 
100 

60 

N~T DECREASE OR CASH RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS 

TOTAL CASH APRIL 1, 1974 

Less : Net Decrease in Cash 

TOTAL CASH MARCH 31 , 1975 

$38 374 

26 417 

$11 957 

13136 

($ 1179) 

$10 767 

1179 

$ 9 588 

WELCOME HOUSE ADOPTIVE PARENTS GROUP 
BOX 265 
DOYLESTOWN , PENNSYLVANIA 18901 

U.S. Postage Paid 
1 oz. 

Permit No. 182 
Reading, Pa. 

R.D . NO. 4 BOX 152A 

QUAKERTOWN, PA. H 

ANNUAL DUES $5.00 
(INCLUDES SUBSCRIP 
"THE WELCOMER") 

Friends Of The Children of Vietnam 
600 Gilpin St. 

FIRST CLASS 

Denver, CO 80218 N 
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to port. 

I • • 

' .. . 

GUIIN riwELSfaUP . vir,;.in Staff ..... . 
. the g~ VN Thutflig Tin left 

Guam in mid-October for Vietnam ·wtth 
1,546 returning refugees aboard, it went 
without the captain who first agreed ·to 
command it. · ·. . . 

Instead, fl-year-old N,uyen True-a 
veteran officer of the Frerich· .and South · 
Vietnamese navies-wu quietly ~ping · 
prciceSl products ,that day at Denver 
Seafoods, Inc., 3315 Walnut St. · 

"Pm like a fish on the .~d now," be 
811Jiles. . • 

I • • t,. • 

OTCERTAIN . 
True doesn't know whether he would 
ve been received by the .new Provision-

al BJ,.volutionary Go~ent {PRG) in 
Sailon u a people's hero or a dangerous 

.. 
-He doesn't know if he would have found¢ 

bis wife and six children still in Che mid-
dJe.class home be owned in 'Saigon. 
Truc'a beard JIOthing of or from them. ¢ 

What be does know, and talks . about 
without embarassment, is the eadness, 
&le -~ss ci. resettling without , bis¢ 
flmlly in a nation whele lanaua,e he la 

· to muter:· 
'He also knows he's hailed by some 4,500 

IIOW «attend tbnlqbout 1-
Uaited States a,nd Canada for skippering 
tbem ·on J1i1 epic, weeklong voyage in a 
1,~tori, shallow-draft . coastal freighter_. 
tbe .MV Anh Tuan. from Saigon port to 

. ' Bay ta Philippines lix mon&hs 

LE'M'EBS nlTTEN 
MIDY of Uae. refUgees have traoed 

b1m to Denver and written of their admi-ration for Ilia courage and leadership at 
that time. One of them ~-the last mayor 
df Saigon, Do Kien Nhieu, a former briga-
dier general DOW resettled · in Colorado 
Springs. . . · 

. 

' , . .. 

"I don't. know the future," True said VI AM NAVY CAPT. NGUYl!N TRUC IY 
through a translator recently in the bome · efugee hero led 4,500 on w .. lclong voyQge from Safgon to Phil 
of a friald. "I accept my situatiOn and · · . · , · · . 
·ha\q! left -the repatriation matter behind teym -~-'pf • .c,n tera;. mDltant -- 4emant"9II to 
me. -My concern now 11-my aetr ,life. l'lo gees lr4eci0.'10 Gllold • u~ . · V1finain bDJpedl , 
haW, to hlrve ,ottal a ~ · lllpport, ·7th Fleilt··- and* bJ tff .a. _. fflG Chey 
rny,elf andJlOt depend OD 1DJ ...,..,., . ·in~~ ftere•llOfmle 

True spoked~ ~Z:, -': tpJ) .,. ,_ Wt:~ 'flq'ti, --~ a tarr · _,.,~-... lll8illed .' 
In the radio~ .· dl" __ cap. few · · . · - panla. · 
tainin,g a fishing YUSel. · ·_,_ . · ·.• · · · >· • · · · · 
~G .... Cl' . . . . ·. -~-' : -/ IIIOllT ON FUD,. . . . ~G $11.J:D 

"This is the wrong place 1o ~ -~ - ·, "I wai ·afraid the ship '9'0IM -~.. ; fta Tnl: caDld • 
aboard a ship. l ·Dll,Y bne AD F · 16 a true l!IC8Ued ''She wu )IICkfJd .,.. nlunlNs. . . · 
eoastal city mce f haft enough saved .fore to d. We. wen abort on fuel • "I told them that-if they wua1d wait 
up," be said. "But, so -far, I have no con- tllly a little water and rice.:. '• > Bently until the ship is <:leared fer depar-

. tacts for such work . ., J:lnt h ..bn,,ri,..,." ..hl- .., .... ..a. ... .- · 



-----/'--~------ -
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By CRRIS wm-feEt'K · _, by adoptive , agencies that "No- II 
. . Denver Post staff Writer •. body's going to take your baby away." 
.: A Lakewood woman is ·,appealing to · "Now all of a sudden, they're saying, 
those whO adop~ ajrlifted vi-.mese ;•re Jamng, and they :might take your 
dlildren to fiP.t a ~~'lawsuit y awiy ' '-'-- ··· - · . 
:wbicli threateils 'ID reaim aiftme':"Jo Viet- s;e noted that WeillyGrant, clirector-0, 1 

• ' !I' t..~, · ~- ti ... , ...... ...,f:-.a .. .J.tt ,._~ te ..-h, 118m .. , .., . ... . . , • -· .11'.,1.Uaaw, -""- wro _. ....... 
Mrs. Robert Summers -of 1:826 S. Welch last week, advising them that the suit is 

Circle took ln one child, Miki, now a litUe going poorly and suggesting they might 1 

ever -,_ year. old. She ls urging support for . want to fincldteir own lawyers . 
Adoptiw' ¥arents ef Airlift 'Cifldren. " ·, · • -Mn!: Summers·~cl a major 'J>l'Oblem--ls 

The California suit was- filed in U.S. that confidentiality provisions in adoption 
District Court in San .Francisco by a ·New ., laws _prevent parents from qbtaining the" 

. York-based group called tile Center for 111- natnes of other.~ · , . 
Constitutional Rights: The lawsuit wu Apparently ''the CGUrts In California I 
brought in behalf of ·three children flown have seen fit to hand over all our names 
llere on the airlift. ,. · to the plaintiffs," she said bitterly. ''So 

.~.'ffie suit alleges- the' fine diildren ---they know who we-.e, but we don't know 
~~1,1ght here filegally - against the -each other." . , , . _ . . · . . 1 

Jlijl 1,A their pa!!llts. I~ to &Id, · she addeii, ~'1ave -all-'\fie _JD- , 
· all~dren f>tupt on the:~Jift--::under'· -formation they De49II en itilri." ··: · · 

circumstaDces -1 b,ve "them · re- Sarah Jane Coweii, i6rney for l'ilflllls-
Wi'l1flC,I to Vietnam. · for All Qilldren, pfirmed that tlae cue 

· • .Ji'4tbei- the ,of the dli1dren or jsa't going well. · - _ · . 
~ -~ ·1'hic!l·~ea-thefr.'>'\l'n..8s OPENED . - '!, •• .-

placements wen n,med as defendants. . -stae. aid the dlstricrcomt and 
.. The' lawsuit ~--ai. . ...-.&atY of ....... _ ._ appeals • San lnncisco . 

. state, Jte •• .,..~..,.--.ve permitt,ed the pla1ntiffs tel.tee files 
ney general aruhttaer. fm:eral cilftcia <• ·"'1111 an ~.;,nth t.b&- proviso·· itiat tbe 
JNTERVENORS JN SOD' , 4istrict' ceiri'111ay ilaae -appropriate pro-
• H-q w-e v e r~:ve agendes, tecti~ . .ord8l'.8 removing melevant con-

Friends of All, .. and the Friends fidential tm;erial abqat tbel)arellts. · 
. of .tfa Children · .iDter• · . She also 'noted that lie attorneys for 

veG& · · · . · . . · · " • , ;, tbe adoption agencies leplly can't rep-
...._- don't tllDlk • _vested er resent the parents. - : . · 

the:.Ddren is_being cionsiderecJ ~,.ii.•• , All we can do for 8ae parent,, the 
pro&eiited Mrs. S~. "The plalDdffs, 18id, is say, "aee a 1awyw: It's not much 
she · lllid "would mggest we tore the of an answer." : , -
children out of the arms of their loving · · Mrs Joanne Thompson, 7553 E: Costilla 
parents. That's noffrue." , Blvd., Englewood, helpin, to organize 

She noted that wheq Miki arrived last A,doptive Parents of Airlift. Children, said 
April the child weighed only 7 pounds, one of her primart ppoeerns is the effect I 
and suffered from .severe malnutrition the Mlit will have upon atl foreign adop-

• pnewnonia. . · tions. · 
Last. April, she' !Bid; parents were u- "This ruling is ,._ -to scare people 

• 

. . · , Off." ·, I . . 

Mrs. 6ummers . aald .tae . goals of. the 
·new argani1.8tion are ''to GUI' own. 

. .attorney/' to nise fonds to fight the law 
' llllit; and 'to keep the parents.informed -

what happens in the IIUil . ; 
'If all fails, said Mrs. 11Jompson, tie ' · 

parents will at least ba,e "other people 
• to call a In case 10meone lmmlgra- · 

, tion and tries,. to take -iMD" dli1d 
away. ,. . • : . 
. Mrs. Sdmmers ·and Mrs. 'l'homp,ll>ll l8id 
anYOD.e interemf!lf in .wn;,... •'- -
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.. ~on .9 abyliff .. 
. By DA VIP GREENBERG 

News Slaff .. . • 
of families wishing to adopt chil-

dren brought to the United States in Operation 
Babylift have been kept in a legal state of linlbo' 
and risk having details of their pritate lives 
brought into open court, an attorney for a 
Denver-based adoption agency charged 
Tuesday. • . 

Carl Ekltmd, lawyer for the Friends of Chil-
dren in Vietnam, a volunteer .,group that 
brought 435 children into the courifry, said a 
suit filed in California is causing the problems. 

Eklund and attorneys for another Colorado 
agency, Friend, for All Children, are seelring to 
-intervene in the suit in behalf of tbe. affected ' 
families. . · 

The suit was filed oo April 30, 1975, in U.S.-
District Court for Northern California on behalf 
of three childree ~t to this cotmtry during 

: Operation Babyfift: Named as defendants were 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Secn!tary 
of Defense James ~. Atty. Gen. F.d! 
ward LeYi and otb~ -govem'ment and military 
officials. . . . 

1be complaint charged tile children were 
-here "against their will and that of 

their V-ietnamese parents or nearest ti tin'' 
and asked that efforts be made to reunite the 
children with their families in Vietnam. 

1be suit was submitted a a "class acticm," 
.... which means that it SOU8ht to represent all clill-

dren brought to this in Operation Baby0 

· lift in violation of American, South Vietnamese 
« international law. · · 

In order to deterinme wblcb cbi1dren fit the 
des1gna1ed c~ the suit asked that the "full 
and comp00--f'9C,'IIIIXll.,ff each and every Viet-
namese child" be eumined to determine if the 
clilld was properly braQJht into the counlr)'. · 

The suit is DOW in its eil!"Ji madb, and bas 
· Jet to go to trial on the real -- .in_the case . 
.iM according to Dlund it ba tal-4 COlllider-
-eble distress to many families who 
fear they risk Reing their adoptive~~ , 
ported. . .• -

That isn't an immediate prospect, but Wund 
said he is disturbed oy a recent court decision 
that ordered that U.S. lnmlipion and Natu-
rali7.ation Service files be Jbmed over to tbe 
plaintiffs so they,can detemline which children 
fall into the designated class. 

; The order ·was issued by tbe' Nintb U.S. Cir-' -· 
cuit Court of Appea)s .,nth the provi8o that . 
information not pertinent to tbe issue be 
screened from the files. • · , ... 

· Included in these.·~ Bklund said, ·• inti-
mate and penooal information .about the fami-
lies wishing to adopt the children. 'l'be informa-
tim !)riginally WIS gathered under a~ of 
strict confidentiality. The files include informa-
tion on marital. relations within the families as 
well as financial~ and tu_ reports. 

Eklund said a number -of these files llave al- . 
ready t.Jeell tW'ned over lo the J»l•intffls He said 
that none of this information II pertinm to the 

•ntf arDC! •• _.,.. ... , ...... ._ _ _, ~--_..: _ _ 
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Susan Summers her 13- whr thrr hr wil l hr rr.t11rnrrl tri Vir,t 

' l l 

Rocky MountQin News-S 

family f 
:0-, 

, A Lakewood/mother is one of hWldreds week allowed them to intervene as interested 
. · throughout the country caught in an interna- part(es. 
\ tiona.l dispute that may decide whether she can_ · -North Vietnam, not really lnv!)lved in the 

keep her Vietnarne:ie child: suit, but involved in. the controversy. It has 
Mrs. Susan Summers' 13-month-Old "adopt-· charged the U.S. action•in executing Operation 

ed" child, Miki Hyvong, W{IS brought ,to the Baby Lift 'Was tantamount kidnaping and a . -
United States fro~ Vietnam ,igbt months ago • violation of international law. , 
in ~ratipn Baby IJft. ' . · -The U.S. lmntigration and Naturalization ,' 

Wlietber the child•l!t allow.ad to stay may de- Service, charged.by the court ro investigate the '. 
pend on the outcome of a suit being argued now background of each Vietnamese child. · . ; 
lo San Francisoo U.S. District Court. - · -several int~mational organizations, ioclud- :,. 

Neither Miki_ nor bit parents are named in ing the Intemati~Union for Welf~, . t' 
the. suit, even tbou8b child's f~ may which have been s ested as the intermedi- t 

-.., ontbtoutcome. . _ aries in tracing the dren's in .' i-
Miki, of ·course, is oblMOWI to the emire con- Vietnam. • t 

, ~ -beLast Flii•tt·~y, -in~batheby .~ ~the HUMANITARIAN MOVE • .·, .. 
....... ... , w~ s mg ...... -..a..- m 'lbe controversy is the· result of what the goy. 't 
living room, pemlvely munching a Cheerio. emment billed a humanitarian gesture at the 

"When Miki came bere.,be was 8 months old end of the Vietnam w~ - bringing orphan., 
and weighed 7 pol.lJ.lds. He had rickets and some. and abandoned children from Vietnam to the , : - other diseases,•~·· Mrs. Summers aaid. "No , · 
mother uld ha ted him that ., she U.S. for adoption. , - ' c 

wo ve trea . way, Critics charged, however, it was apropagan- ' 
said in stating her · belief. the child was an da move aimed at swinging American publie J 

.. -'ess, attorneys are ~m;ina whether opinion toward helping the South 
,~ wllCJ e- Vietnam regime. · 

, the babies were brought here in violation of .Although the progr.am wu marred by trage. 
ir&ernational law and should be returned -and dy when a CS-A transport plane Cfasbed and , 
whether many of them were put in orphanages killed more than D» ch,ildrea, more U. 2,lt» 
in South Vietnam by their true pan!DlS just be- were brought into the country. ,. 
fore the Communist takeover, - Seven adoption and relief agencies super~ . f • 

(l.()8ER TOGETHER vised the placement of the children with Ameri- •

1 
MeanwlµJe, Miki Jqd other Vietnamese chil- can famjlies. Three weeks after Operation ; 

dren adopted by American fami,lies becom- Baby Li,ft was over, Miss McConnell filed •t . .' 
ing _mcreasingly llttacbed· to their adoptive challenging its legality. , ' · 
parents. . Miss MoConnell apparently spoke to many of 

Dubbed the "~y lift cue," its r'8.'IOlli.ion the newly arri~ children, who reportedly told ' 
. ~II take months. ·· · ' , · her they had been taken from Vietnam ---

Involved iil the case are: 1 • · • • =· parents' ~wledle ·8Pd WJDUd , to · go , 
-'lbeof StaU.S.~gove~!~: s~ifically~ McConnell told her attorney that when ·.i 

tary te , ~,ger, ormer emie ~on was CQllapsing, many chil~ who were · 
Secretary_ James er, Atty. ~-. FA- neither orphans nor abandoned were placed by ;_i 

Lev, and gove~nt rrulitary\ their parents in orphanages ror satekeeping. ' I 
~cials who participated in Operation Baby 1. The orphanages were like "~ycare cen- ;i. · 
Lift. 'Ibey are the def~ts. ters," Miss McConnell's attorney said. But ~, 

-:-Muoi_~. a fo~r n~ bad during Operation Baby, Lift the orpbamges ' 
.worked _m ~erlC80 hospitals ID Vietnam. wereemptiedinawholeaalem&DDBr. ,, , .. 
Versed ID Vietnamese, she was amoog the UNRESPONSIVE • ·• 
grwp that initially care of the Baby Lift . off' · 1 children ~they! disembarked in San Fran- Miss McConnell contacted U.S. 1c~ s _;j 
cisco and were quartered in the P,residio com- about problem, bui they Wetre unresponslVe, ii 
pound. She is the plaintiff. according to h~r attorney. · . t 

-The Center for Constitl,llional Rights, whose The complaint _charged the ~hildren _ we~~ , 
most famous member is radical lawyer Wil- brought to the _Umted States agamst their wt 
I. K ti · h di' th and that or their Vietnamese parents and rela-1am- uns rr, 1s an mg r rase , 
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.sl0t.e'$/.:Viet ~-~aetU9e_eS ·Aided:, 
By GLENN TROE~UP mittee beaded by Meyers. : The tea~ber and refugees' English- ~g available." -~ -~ · ' • '" 
Denver Post StaH -Writer eight· ~Iso serve on tentative language advi~ ~or -. Adams FEAR COMMUNISTS \· 

A human-services .agency for communications .and organiza- County School . Distric~ 1,- 12, The- refugees. _ from com-
the estimated fr,500 Vietnamese lions committees to contact the 4 and 50. munism in their own country .-
refugees in Colorado has been refugees ' in Colorado, infonn .'SUDDEN EXILE' : 'l also are fearful of haiassrn~~ 
set up by a group of refugees them· of the association's· .activi- . Meyers said Wednesday the by pro-Communist elements in , 
and their sponsors, headed by ties and gather data on avail- association's sole purpose is to the United States. Meyers noted 
Denver.Realtor Dick Meyers. . able services for them. "aid and guide Vietnamese and t h a t two Communist Y-1,4 

. The new, nonpolitical Coiora- Meyers stressed that steering their sponsors in obtaining namese-language newspape' 
1 , do Association for Refugees and committee members are acting those things necessary to be- published in Washington/ D.( 

. , . sponsors will provide day-to-<lay as individuals .and not repre- come productive American citi- and Santa Monica, Calif., w~ 
services for troubled refugees. sentatives of other agencies or zens." clandestinely distributed during"' 

' About 5,0(H} of tbc:n are in the professions with which they are Bach Thuy added that "the a Thanksgi\'."i.ng party for · more ._ 
Denver metropolitan are[!_ " employed or affiliated. pain of sudden exile" strongly than 200 of the refugees spon-

Such services haven't been The rn embers : Meyers. affects each refugee and their son;~ the two cl!urch agen-
available through Catholic Com- REMAX reaHy; Sister Mary sponsors. " The refugees have cies. 
munit~ Services or the Luther- Nellie Gage Lutheran Services looked.· around for a good "That almost caused a walk-
an Services Society. Both agen- Society;· M;s, Barbara MoVin- human-services facility and out by a majority of the refu- . . 
cies have been involved in mov- go, a sponsor; · Le Thi Bach have foun~ one. - • • , .. . - gees,". Meyers said, "until we , • 
ing refugees from -camps to Thuy 'staff coordinator Friends "One ,girl comnuUed Slllc1de were able to get tbem to realit,t:' 

~e pe~el or ~undin~ to get Quoc Thai, a -- former police continued. "Ano l h I! r . young the cont~ of th~ . public.ttroaa _ ; -
communities but haven't had of Children •of . Vietna:0; Tran in ~ulder a month ago," she the two agC!IICies ·didn't kr¥Sw . : ] 

.involved m · soetal-adJlb--tment chief in Bien Ifoa Province, and woman attempted . to 'kill her- ~d t autbonze<J their• dis,. , 

1 
. ·.1 ,1 :-.::·~~- · • matters. · · - bis son__Tran Dinh Dinh · a uni- self. . Refugee children have tribulion. '1 • ,. .•• ,, ... 1 J ; · 

REALTOR. RICHARDMEYEis°'9 ,~ ,-•~ _.,..._ 8 ON COMMITTEE'_, _ versity student, and JW(. and problems at_ ~J. Of:ber .ref- · Th~ ~ident 'bas for~ tbe_ · ·· ,., . 
s new, agency· for ~ome 6,500 Vietna_ ·mese. . r • The associatiOQ already . bas Mrs. ·Qiu Cong. ' -Cong •.· is 1a ug~s lU'-C sick 10 bospt_ta1s but aSSOCJatioq "to faire ~JllioD, . I 

, • _ ,. '._. 1 ••. ' an eight-member steeriog com- -fonner University of Danang don t have a good tranGlator to •. ~void any -polifical tN' I -~..:....__,,......,..,..,,., ______ __,.. __ -_ ...... _ -. ___ _ __, ...... -----------:-----~-=-·--,,------~ ....... ·'-r-~doctors can understand their religJOUS overfooes or a~ 
sicknesses . : . When refugees tions," Meyers stressed. But it j 
~ave ~motiop.aL problems with wiJI :~perate with botb. ..Qt.tao- '/ 

;• • ->.:'· .... , otbe.r, ~ ., Dlember&.. .Jbey .lie and .Lulhuan,agenciee iafor-:• 
1 don't have aJ}Y don,iesli~ · coun- matio!lfl!y. • 'H • 1 ;," !l:..~ i - . --'; .. 

.. 
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. nurse who later left ~c1y,. , :ri a ted suicide Postwar -Problems . Jatlempts n.t tL~-~-- a,.\ • •. a,.: 

--..----------------..,.. _ F,° _ ~tiplt~ the tour;h 111<>1 -:b, mvn.:tal'Y tur, 

V. t }'l J S • } ,mofl continues to plagu ·· U1e g-ovomment. le J1affi .'-,e S . trugg e Only last month, a Saigon broadcast -de.' 
·, ·_ _ , - -noonced •."bourgeolse ,and · reo.c:Uonary •le- ' 

WI. tJ11 EC . . • w· , S ments" that it said were .. ,·el easing many ·. . 9P0ffilq . OeS, ;ground!ess rumors" -as part of a sche}Jle to ;·· 
C 

. , 1' ·, ·\ i "discredit the. people'~ ,,-evolutionary· cur- · _ orrupt1on -Resistance , rency," an apparent ref,)rence to _t\le new f1/ 
- 1 - i bank notes. , · : ,:;_,-i_ 

: And amid the major c•c•,,no11dc -problems, ,'l'l 
~h A} F Lo T k \ the petty corruption that lu1i; ,•1•,-, on comes --

J. ey SO ace a ng as , partly from a source lli.t l t> mbarrasses the ' 

Of D·. } • C , Communists-their own fm c.:~. Some travel: ' . eVC Oplng OUlltry; J ers say North Vietnamese soldiers In Saigon 

F • t A' ll 'f' • / have been trafficking in can11c d milk, clga• 
lfS lID '. CU Ill lCatJon 1 rets and cement at bla ck-market prlcei1. 

__.:.,;_ jSome suggest that well- c,m11~,; ted indi_vidU· , ' ~ 
· ; , als can purchase exit papers. To some vis!• '. 

U.S. 'Atrocities' on Display tors, Hanoi olficials ha ve acknowledged ( 
what they call "mistakes" by_ lower-ran'king : 
alde1 In Saigon, and such l , , , ruptlon-a fa· ; 

By SETH LIPSKY ~orlte Communist nccu1m\i1•11 ui:;rdnst tho old ; 
f!t11IJ Rrpprtrr of i•,rn WAt.L f>T111-:i :-,- .f11, -11 ,,.,.-,. , rcgtmc - ls what the offi cial,;', ee m(•d to hiwe I 

HONG KONG-Nearly eight months after in m_lnd . , . / 
seizing Saigon, the Vietnamese Communists Despite the ~conomic woe~. however, pol- : 
are strugg!Jng ,with _ postwar problems al• !tics -apparently ~reoc~upl"~ official think· 't' 

most as agqnizlhg as the war itself. _ ing; the, eommunlsts' !1rst priority is reunl· 
The victors In the long, bloody war in In- . !!cation of the count~. Last month-so9~er • 

dochlna still struggle with scattered armed ) than many observers had expected-reumfl- I 

1 
resistance. They struggle with massive · un- 1 cation talks, were convened in Saigon. After l 
employment in _ the cities, with monetary I a w~ek of zell,lOW! speeches, the delegates j 

- turmoil and with an embarrassing spre;i.d of ( agreed unanimously that in the fJrst hal_f qf 1 · the region's traditional petty corruption to ~,876 ·elecUon_s would be held to __ ch~e a: . 
. their own troops: _And, like many another comm?,n nation~! assombl, foi: !h~ who!~ : 

underdeveloped country they struggle with country that would devise a ronsbtuOon for I 
the Intractable problem~ of Jong-range eco• t a "un!!iod Vietnam." . · j 
nomlc development. - -. • • · , The conference, one skcvtlcal American 

But th r •, , " i says, was the. "ceremonial< burial ot p1,1p;; 1 
ey a en t letting these probl_ems di- 1 pet"-the puppet being the provislonal' revo- , 

vert _them_ from 8: ~herlshcd goal: ~he early ; lutionary government of s outh Vietnam that I 
rc1;1mflcation of tl'ie•~elatlvely rich atld ea,sy- ! had been estaQllshed In 191i9 to participate ln 
gomg South _with the mor_e•S~artan :z'lO[th, / Uie Paris peace talks. J<:ey dcc:islonll now~ a J 
· Such are the impressions broughi ~>Ut of 1 ! all along, are being made by the Vietnam 
S~lgon in r?cent weeks by foreigners wl.o 1i,Wo'f'lfers Party, the Communi-., t party that i 
!lither r~marned or w_er_c ,trappe,_~ there dur: ~;>N:fqls_ne 1i_llf\j)J :gqyf.:~·1m1<:pt, · , .,. , •. _ - • 
!~g- the Communist takeover ori.Lwttct~v~ 1'. Possible Help at UN · . } 
visited the_ city since then. Their lmpres- l Although reunl(lcation seC'ms unlikely to 1 slons are re!nfor_ced by the opinions of d!~lo- l provide (l,Ulck solutions to economic '. prob• , . 

. mats, newsmen anq c()rporate Indochma j Iems, it could remove one difficulty In Vie\· '. 
watch,crs and by Communist news releaiiea nam's ·effort to gain admission to the United . 
and ~roadcasts frgm Vietnam,- / . , '. Nations.-. The country hact' brcn seeklJtg twp l 

' "American AtrocltleB" .Museum , 1 1eat11, one for the North ·and one tbi: the j 
· Visitors to the city say the visible signs i South, but last August tho U.S. vetoed tlie 

of the long Ame'rican -pre$ence are fading I application. How the U .S would react to a l 
fast. _The American embassy, of co.lp'&e,_·111 ! Vietnamese bid· for ii •5!:cg lc ;~a t hasn"t beep 
closed and deserted; not far aw11y, a mu• : made clear, however. i · ,•-. · 
seum of "Amc:rican atrocitle&"' has opened. t Reunification abo could have far more : 
The girlie bars along Tu Do Street are · ._!p1porlant political effec ts througl1out South- '. 
closed. Along the road_ to the airport; the : ct1st .j\sia. North Vie tnan, alt'e:i(!y contrQ;l.-; : 
sign that once ,proclaimed that 'the ,/'noble : the second-largesi army In the area (after 1 
sacrifi ce of allied _sbldlers ,will never ~e for• , China's), anr:i non-Communist n_eighborlng j 
gotten" now proclaims devotion to 1ryie1len- · na~lons are wary even ll,Ot.bl: NorU1 Viet• , 
_dence_ and libe.rty. _ '. , _ ·. ·, , ; · ) narq ha.sn't ~sed any new threats to ~hem. \ 

In some ways th~ city still cling~,to Its , (Earlier . this m()_!'th: Laos ,be_came a • 
colorful past, o! course; but with a gi:lp that ', "people's republlc'..\ ,µnac:r a c.immunlRt ~~y- J 
Is slowly slipping. While nostalgic'Sajgon_eh ·, ernme1:t that owes much to Hanoi, but the 
cafe-goers -trade !artetchecJ rumors · about , changeover ·was long expect~~• tong dis• 
former premier.Nguyen Cao Ky .r.et~, - ,, ---·-ted an<l bltc1,J..e~,l J.,.!1_n.1 (1ed Vietnam \ 
retake ·the · 'counlri Uie' n1w poh!IC'lll~I:r- v.' ~" ,·,\'fltM"tr'fieopl"e- ·could be~ome V.'1 m 
missars in the 1fre~idefitlal palace chiirt _a l t1v~ . years the dominant ~-owcr: m SoulJ:ic~~t ) 
socialist course that probably- is irreVCl'S• . Asia., lll-81) robservers, bcuev e, all we11 . ' 
Ible • 1 ,1 - · , •. • · . -- ~--; _. • · leading example of successful revolution. 

· ·- .. ... ,_ , -- "':_ . ; .- - •. · ,. Ferhaps In fear of being so. eclipsed, j 
. '.fo "eruil.U'Jl. ~1.s lr:~ei-lijlli!Y,J).t -;_ .. , Chlrl~-ca e)-'..f!,a,.W-1!,il.,llil\;\Wr.~ ~ qrtp ¥J~, 
nists are pushing a _csmp~i_gn td curb opposi I I'llim~it• showfng a co<>'1er attitude, espe · 
tion, the reports •:>f ilr~velcrs and otheq lndt• ! cially , ~s Hanoi-Moscow. relations gr9~ 
cate . . Altr~u~h-the !~!an~-~~~~db~l_:1-~.~ l wanner. . ' • "' 
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Bab_f::tift · to"ches Lakewood. f amil 
• .. . .~ .. .. ,t .. , ; \ 

· A Lakewood mother is one of hundreds 
tbrougbollt the country caught in ·an interna-
tional dispute that may decide whether she can 
keep her Vietnamese child. 

Mrs. &1!1811 Swnmers' ~UHJld "adopt-· 
ed" child, Miki Hyvong, waa brought to the 

· J]nited States from Vietnam eight mribll ago 
in ()peration,llaby Lift. ' . 

Whether the cbild ia allowed to Blay may de-
pend oo the owcome of a suit being arped now 
in San Franciaco U.S. Diltrict Court. 

Neither Miki nor bis parents are l)8med in 
the autt, even tbouab- the cblld's fate may rest 
on the outcome. 

Miki, is oblivious to the entire con-
tnMny. Last Friday, during the fflOllt recent 
bearing, be was sitting in bis baby-tender in the · 
living room, pensively munching a'Oleerio. 

''When Miki came here be waa I montbl old 
and weiabed 7 pounds. He bad rickets and aome 
other cfiaea9e1," Mrs. Summers said. "No 
mother would have ~ted bim that way," stJe 
said in 8bttiDi her belW the diJd was an 
CJl1lban. ' 

NeMtbeless, attorneys are arguing whether 
the babies were brought here in violation of 
international law and sbould be returned - and 
whether many of them were put.Jn. o,pbaoar 
in SolA Vietnam by their true panns jllllt be-
fore the C'aoDMmist ~ver. 
(U)6FJl 'IOOETIIER 

Pleanwhile, Miki and otber Vietname. cllil-
dren adopted by American families are becom-
ing mcreuqly attached to their adoptive parema. . 

Dubbed the "baby lift caae," its raiolution 
·~ wWMlke.~ 

Jnwlved in tbe·case are : 
-'lbe U.S. government, · specifically Secre-

tary of State Henry Kissinger, former Defense 
Secretary James Scblesinler, Atty. Geo. F.d-
ward Levi and other govemment and military 
officjals who participated in Operation Baby 
Lift. 'Ibey are the defendants. 

-Muoi McConnell, a former nurse who had 
worlled in • American hospitals in Vietnam. 
Ver!led in Vietnamese, she was armng the 
group that initially took care of the Baby Lift 
children when they disembarked in San Fran-
cisco and were quartered in the Presidio ~-
pound. She is the plaintiff. 

- The Center for Constitutional Rights, whose 
most famous member is radical lawyer Wi t-. ' 

week allo.wed to..interveoe as · 
parties. 

-North Vietnam, not really .involved in 
suit, but inVQlved in the COlllroVel'Sf. lt1 

charged the U.S. action in executing Opera 
Baby Lift was tantamount to kl~ 
violation ol qaematlonal law. ' 

-'lbe u.s:· Immigration and Naturali1.at 
Service, charged by the court to investigate 
background fL each Vietnamese child. 

-6everal international organizations, inc 
ing the loteroational Union for Child Welf 
which have been suggested as the L"!te!'!!!! 
aries in tracip,g the chil!Jren's .badcgrouoo: 
Vietnam. . 
HUMANITARIAN MOVE 1.. 

1be controversy is the result of ~t the 
emmera billed a humanitaria,n gesture at 
end of the Vietnam War - bringing orph 
and abandoned cbildnln from Vietnam to 
U.S. for adoption . . 

Critics charged. however, it was a IJl'OP8E 
da move aimed at swinging American 
opinion toward helping tbe co~) 
Vietnam regime. 

Altmugh the ·program was marred by tn 
dy when a C5-A transport plane crashed 
killed more than 208 children, more than 2 
were brought into the country. 

Seven adoption and relief agencies SUJ 
vised the p~ of the children with Am 
can families. 'lbree weeks after Operai 
Baby Lift was over; MiB8 McConnell filed 
challenging its legality. 

Miss McConnell apparently spoke to man1 
the newlyarl'ived children, who reportedly ' 
her they had been taken from Vietnam witt 
their parents' . ~ and .... to 
home. 

Miss McConnell told her attorney that w 
Saigon was collapsin&, many children who \II 
~tber orpbanB nor abandoned were place< 
their parents in orphanages for safekeeping. 

1be orphanages were lilce " daycare • 
ters," Miss McConnell 's attorney Baid. 
during Operation Baby Lift the orpham 
were emptied in a wholesale manner. 
UNRESPONSIVE 

Miss McCoooell contacted U.S. offic 
about the problem, but they were unrespons 
according to her attorney. 

-The complaint charged the ·· children \I 
brought to the United States against their 
rn,1 that of tht>ir Vit>tnamese parents and 
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Baby Lift row touche~ Lakewood family ·f 
. 

Susan Summers watches her 13-
month-old adopted son, Miki, ploy 
while a court in California decides 

whether he will be returned to Viet-
nam. Miki was brought to U.S. eight 
months ago in Operation Baby Lift . 

' A Lakewood mother is one of hundreds 
throughout the country caught in an interna-
tional dispute that may decide whether she can 
keep her Vietnamese child. 

Mrs. Susan Summers' 13-month-0ld "adopt-· 
ed" child, Miki Hyvong, was • brought to the 
United States from Vietnam eight months ago 
in Operation Baby Lift. 

Whether the child is allowed lo stay may de-
pend on the outcome of a suit being argued now 
in San Francisco U.S. District Court. 

Neither Miki nor his parents are named in 
the suit, even though the child 's fate may rest 
on the outcome. · 

Miki, of course, is oblivious to the entire con-
troversy: Last Friday, during the most recent 
hearing, he was sitting in his baby-tender in the 
living room, pensively munching a Cheerio. 

"When Miki came here he was 6 months old 
and'Weighed 7 pounds. He had rickets and some 
other diseases," Mrs. Summers said. " No 
mother would have treated him that way," she 
said in stating her belieJ the child was an 
orphan. 

Nevertheless, attorneys are arguing whether 
the babies were brought here in v,iolation of 
international law and should be returned - and 
whether many of them were put in orphanages 
in South Vietnam by their true parents just be-
fore the Communist takeover . 
CWSER TOGETHER 

Meanwhile, Miki and other Vietnamese chil-
dren adopted by American families are becom-
ing increasingly attached to their adoptive 
parents. 

Dubbed the "baby lift case, " its resolution 
will take months. 

lnvol ved in the case are: 
-The U.S. government, specifically Secre-

tary of State Henry Kissinger, former Defense 
Secretary James Schlesinger, Atty. Gen. Ed-
ward Levi and other government and military 
officials who participated in Operation Baby 
Lift. They are the defendants. 

-Muoi McConnell, a former nurse who had 
worked in American hospitals in Vietnam. 
Versed in Vietnamese, she was among the 
group that initially took care of the Baby Lift 
children when they disembarked in San Fran-
cisco and were quartered in the Presidio com-
pound. She is the plaintiff. 

-The Center for Constitutional Rights, whose 
most famous member is radical lawyer Wil-
liam Kunstler, is handling the case. 

-several adoption agencies, including two 
from Colorado : Friends of Children in Vietnam 
and Friends for All Children. The court last 

week allowed them to intervene as interested 
parties. 

-North Vietnam, not really involved in the 
suit, but involved in the controversy. It has 
charged the U.S. action in executing Operation 
Baby Lift was tantamount to kidnaping and a 
violation of international law. 

-The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization · 
Service, charged by the court to investigate the 
background of each Vietnamese child. 

-several international organizations, includ- , · 
ing the International Union for Child Welfare, . , 
which have been suggested as the intermedi- / . 
aries in tracing the children 's backgrounds in '. ; 
Vietnam. -~. 
HUMANITARIAN MOVE •·:m 

The controversy is the result of what the gov- ? 
ernment billed a humanitarian gesture at the 
end of the Vietnam War - bringing orphans 
and abandoned children from Vietnam to the · '} 
U.S. for adoption. 1 

Critics charged, however, it was a propagan- 1: 
da move aimed at swinging American public * 
opinion toward helping the collapsing South 
Vietnam regime. 1 

Although the program was marred by trage- . t 
dy when a C5-A transport plane crashed and , 1 
killed more than 200 children, more than 2,100 
were brought into the country. ;: 

Seven adoption and relief agencies super- , ,, 
vised the placement of the children with Ameri- j ·1 
can families. Three weeks after Operation . ·· 
Baby Lift was over, Miss McConnell filed suit ; · 
challenging its legality. ' : 

Miss McConnell apparently spoke to many of 
· the newly arrived children, who reportedly told 
her they had been taken from Vietnam without 
their parents ' knowledge and wanted to go 
home. 

Miss McConnell told her attorney that when ·t 
Saigon was collapsing, many children who were 
neither orphans nor abandoned were placed by 
their parents in orphanages for safekeeping. 't. 

The orphanages were like "daycare cen- ',f 
ters," Miss McConnell's attorney said. But t 
during Operation Baby Lift the orphanages ,;: 
were emptied in a wholesale manner. .j; 
UNRESPONSIVE • -·~ 

Miss McConnell contacted U.S. officials '. • 
about the problem, but they were unresponsive, ·1 
according to her attorney. q 

The complaint charged the children were 
brought to the United States against their will 
and that of their Vietnamese parents and rela-
tives. it asked they be reunited. 

Although the class action suit was considered 
t Continued on page 19 I 
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The 13,178-square-foot building and property 
immediately surrounding it which will be used 
by Ciancio's operation represent a little more 
than 10 per cent of the Bryant Street tract. 

About $30,000 in general fund money has been 
spent on remodeling the building to accommo-
date Ciancio's staff, which formerly was hous-
ed in a City Hall annex downtown. 

The remodeling money was part of an alloca-
tion to the city's general services department 
earmarked by the city administration for relo-
cating city agencies this year . 

Expansion of state courts has forced the city 
to vacate some space at City Hall to make 

room for new courtrooms and seek leased 
space for housing the displaced agencies. 

Richard C. Thomas, director of program 
development for the public works department, 
said the space shortage was a key factor in 
deciding to leave the Bryant Street office build-
ing standing. 

It would have cost an estimated $10,000 above 
the purchase price to demolish the structure,· 
Thomas said Tuesday. 

Thomas said that allowing the building to 
stand would mean the loss of about 40 parking 
spaces on the Bryant Street land. 

(Continued on page 17) 

Parks and recreation director Joe Ciancio in his new office 

Lawyer blasts 
court delay 
on Babylift 

By DAVID GREENBERG 
News Staff 

Hundreds of families wishing to adopt chil-
dren brought to the United States in Operation 
Babylift have been kept in a legal state of limbo 
and risk having details of their private lives 
brought into open coul't, an attorney for a 
Denver-based adoption agency charged 
Tuesday. 

Carl Eklund, lawyer for the Friends of Chil-
dren in Vietnam, a volunteer group that 
brought 435 children into the country, said a 
suit filed in California is causing the problems. 

Eklund and attorneys for another Colorado, 
agency, Friends for All Children, are seeking to 
intervene in the suit in behalf of the affected 
families. 

The suit was filed on April 30, 1975, in U.S. 
District Court for Northern California on behalf 
of three children brought to this country during 
Operation Babylift. Named as defendants were 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Secretary 
of Defense James Schlesinger, Atty. Gen. Ed-
ward Levi and other government and military 
officials. 

The complaint charged the children were 
brought here "against their will and that of 
their Vietnamese parents or nearest of kin" 
and asked that efforts be made to reunite the 
children with their families in Vietnam. 

The suit was submitted as a "class action," 
which means that it sought to represent all chil-
dren brought to this country in Operation Baby-
lift in violation of American, South Vietnamese 
or international law. 

In order to determine which children fit the 
designated class, the suit asked that the "full 
and complete records of each and every Viet-
namese child" be examined to determine if the 
child was properly brought into the country. 

The suit is now in its eighth month, and has 
yet to go to trial on the real issues in the case. 
But according to Eklund it has caused consider-
able emotional distress to many families who 
fear they risk seeing their adoptive children de-
ported. 

That isn't an immediate prospect, but Eklund 
said he is disturbed by a recent court decision 
that ordered that U.S. Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service files be turned over to the 
plaintiffs so they can determine which children 
fall into the designated class. 

The order was issued by the Ninth U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals with the proviso that 
information not pertinent to the issue be 
screened from the files. 

Included in these files, Eklund said, is inti-
mate and personal information about the fami-
lies wishing to adopt the children. The informa-
tion originally was gathered under a promise of 
strict confidentiality. The files include informa-
tion on marital relations within the families as 
well as financial disclosures and tax reports. 

Eklund said a number of these files have al-
ready been turned over to the plaintiffs. He said 
that none of this information is pertinent to the 
case and was exactly the type of information 
the court had ordered to be screened. 

Eklund estimated that between 70 and 86 
Vietnamese children brought in by Operation 
Babylift now live in the Colorado-Wyoming 
area and are potential subjects of the suit. 
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