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Daly of World Airways 

Edward J. Daly, the wild bird of the avia-
tion world, soared into public attention 
last month as he got the first planeload 
of orphans out of Vietnam. Defying reg-
ulations, he ordered his World Airways 
jet aloft, even though Saigon's Tan Son 
Nhut Airport refused clearance and 
turned off the runway lights. The airlift 
cost Daly $1 million. 

Meanwhile, Daly was shaking up his 
industry with a bold proposal to cut 
fares in the U.S. He petitioned the Civil 
Aeronautics Board to fly between the 
East and West coasts for a one-way fare 
of $89. That would be $11 less than the 
cheapest regular fare, $148.96 less than 
the most expensive. Now a supplemental 
carrier, World would offer qaily service, 
becoming a scheduled airline, a status 
Daly has long sought. 

Starting in 1948 with $50,000 and two 
war surplus planes, Daly has built World 
into the largest of the nonskeds. But with 
the U.S. involvement in Vietnam ending, 
he no longer can count on soldiers filling 
his fourteen jets, and he can't afford 
to have all that expensive equipment 
grounded. He estimates his proposed 
service would bring in $38 million a year 
jn revenues. But competing airlines are 
outraged and will ask the CAB to clip 
Daly's wings;.. 

FORTUNE May 1975 
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'Somebody had to do it' 
By roBEY BLACK -Oot-

The day tt... shooting "1_.i, I had 
dlnner . with • swashbuckllnl lrlshr1111n 
who for an agonizing month was ti... con-
science ol ti... world. 

Ed Daly, president ol World Alrw•ys, 
"pw a job to be done, and honey, I dld 
if.-'' The man of th<, World was ,nan ol 
the hour when h<, personally commanded 
the fl rst Olght ol Vietnamese refu,ees 
out ol Da Nang. "I wouldn't ask my 
crews to do what I -wouldn't. I got the 
hell out tt...re. And ii you want tt... story 
fast and sweet, you'll have to delete !be 
ei,pletlves." 

It's a lone ,l,aJ from a tragic ntlht 
over Vietnam to a tranquil suite over 
Waikiki, and Ed Da!J carries a few bat-
tle scars - a case of double pneumonia, 
• broken hand in a cut, an Infected left 
eye and a couple of shattered teeth. 
1,Joklng remarkably flt under the cir-
cumstances, in bright yellow slacks, he'a 
here for an ovendght ol rest and recre• 
uon. "f'or the past seven weeks. time 
bas meant notbln1. We'd 10 72 boun •t 
a stretch without layln1 bead to pillow," 
said Ed, whose airlines has ferried thou-
sands of refugees from the debacle that 
closed the Vietnamese War. 

'Hubba-hubba, chop-chop, mucky-
mucky' and a few other thine•. and 
·they'd drop everyp,t,,1 and lau1h. It 
slowed lhlnll• do..,. to 11 minutes and 38 
seconds, so I didn't break my own 
company's record. 

"'IIIEN I 00T to Salton and uw what 
was hsppenlfll In Da Nani, and we took 
the flnt nt,trt in to piclc up retucees. 
which ls exactly wh•t we did - all 
women and children. That fin! nilht 
was disorganized but orderly. It was on 
the second ntlht that •II hell broke 

I felt It was safe lo 1et hack in 
with three aircraft, so at my own ex-
penae, I broulht down two 11111ft from 
Tokyo the MXt day. And what did the 
Saigm say? 'No dlce.' I 

• told them to kllS my (expletive deleted) , 
We flew In two Boeln, 'IO'l'o, Oytns tan-
dem 311 secmdl apart, aim, with our 
alrOllht 891. We were the lead plane. 
with Captain Ken Healy at controls. And 
he dld a superb job. 

"Our Cl•rk Air Force Base station 
fflAllafer, Joe Hre!o, was also aboard, 
and I toltl hl1n not to get off without me, 
but he stepped down to join a news cam-
eraman and when I 101 back to the 
lowered ramp, the people were swarm-

':.! ~';.;/::=;:, i:.:"i• 
yelled to Healy to k- It movllll wblle 
we tried te pick up Hnzo and the --
man.'' 

dan1er. he'll do anythine. I've faced 
death a couple of times, and either you 
keep your cool or you looe your Ille - or 
take 110111e011e else's. But this Is a hellua-
va way to spend an enjoyable evening. 
Let's eat, drink and be merry .. " 

ON THAT CUE. two beautiful hos-
tesses joined us, and Ed Introduced 
them as Valerie Wllt...npoon and Ridsu-
ko Matsumoto, "1reat ladles who've 
been through hell ." 

I remarked th•t they more closely 
resembled angels, fresh out ol fleaven. 
"Believe me, half the hell'• been putting 
up with Daly," said Ed, • we beaded 
for a round of double martinis and a din-
ner ol fro10 leg1 at Arthur's. Daly had• 
second round. . 

He's been called the "hardest drl\'ln, 
chief executive o~ the airline scene", 
and. rlehtly m. It's been a quarter ol a 
century since • 27-yeaMlld ex-OI raised 
$50,000 and took over a flounderinll 2.-
year-old airline with two surplua planes, 
and since parleyed It Into the world's 
largest charter airline, with annual reve-
nues now around a100 mlDlon and 8'11 bU-
lion _..,nger miles to lt1 credit. It 
touches world points from Tokyo to 
Tunis. from Rahel to Rio, and from M• 
drld to Des Moines. It flew the first com-
mercial non-stop flllht from New York 
to Honolulu. 

I told boot-shod Ed that any tlUl' who 
does thlnp in such a bli way bas got to 
be from -Texas. 

,,,__.ay, M•y I, 1!175 

"WORLD AIRWAYS started out m the 
ammo nm out of Utapau, Th.Uand, Into 
Phnom Penh, but when I found out our 
cargo was ammo, I declined and we 
shifted to the rice nm. And hell, honey, 
- didn't do It for money, - -re In 
there to feed the people even If - lost 
our ass. We ~t out to do the most effi-
cient Job and the record spe•ks for It-
self,. And you'd better start delettn, 
right now." I agreed. 

delaylftll tactic, u the hysteria 
mounted and women and children were 
trampled by the wu ·to fire 
-. in the air. "The last lhree may 
have singed a f.,., heada, and "'""''theJ 
heard the -'Y chamber cUcll, they re-
newed the charge. 

"Tex• hell, hmey, I'm a drugstore 
cowboy from Ollcaao. •• 

.,,,~~ 
Daly: The record apeaks ,for itseH. · · .,.· 

Herewith the expursated version of 
Daly's Vietnam Diary : 

"When I got lo Phnom Penh there 
_,re six aircraft In the airlift and a 
thlrdof that fleet was ours, yet ..., dld in 
excess of 60 per cent ol ti,,. entire lift, 
and not for a profit because the more we 
new - up to five flights a day, the more 
we lost because we were paid by the 
day. We'd unload 95,000 pounds of rice 
each trip, and I wanted to break the rec-
ord. not to mention feed a starvin1 -u-· 
lation. 

':So I took off my shirt and befan 
grabbin1 sacks. hopin1 ..., could unload 
95,000 pounds In less than 11 minutes, the 
record. Bui the sight ol the old ffllln 
sweatina like a coolie was too much for 
the crew and It cracked 'em up. I'd Jell 

"fllAT8 wben I cracked • few skulls 
- somethln1 I'm not of, but 'I 
grabbed Hrezo, tattered and torn. We 
were stiU on the second •~ at 2,000 feet 
in the air. Al 8,000 feet we _,re still 
trying t.o dislodge a body wed1ed In .the 
ramp. 'the guy was alive, with two 
broken legs. We saved him, but damned 
if he wasn't the SOB -•d seen tramp!~ 
a little girl . 

"The cameraman had mana1ed .to 
throw his film aboard, so the ·rest is 
recorded . history. He got out on a mill• 
tary night a couple of houn later. On 
that .bight - took out over 300 pqsen-
gers, and only three ol them were kids. 
four ,..,men and two old men. 'lbe rest 
ftre soldlers. 

'"But. when an individual'• life's in 

SON OF A retired fireman who dled 
when Ed was 15, leavtn1 a widow and 
four kids, Edward J. Daly learned early 
to fend for himself. He sumved Chicago 
t.lnivenity as a chemical engineering 
student by numlnl a trucldne company 
m the side. He worted for six months In 
a California bank before joining a couple 
of veteran huddles In an airfreight busi-
ness. 

"I've ·been in a lot of businesses," con--
tinued Ed. "Last year I sold one of Cali-
fornia's largest banks to Lloyds of 
London for $115 minim. But for me It's 
not the money that matters, it"s doin1 
the Impossible that elves me the 1real• 
est satisfaction in life.•• 

Tough, two-fisted, but with a stron1 
and loyal front staff that· has been with 
him for years, lncludlne Vice President 
Brian Cooke. formerly ol Hawaiian Air-

lines, Daly took m Operation Refugee 
becauae "-body had to. While the fat 
cats were playln, 1olf and tennis, mil• 
lions wen- 1ufferin&. And what we at• 
tempted to do was to make them realize 
exactly what was happenin1: There was 
no lime to go throulh a dozen chaumels 
when thousands of lives were on the line. 
Decisions had to be made on ti... hour, 
by the hour and before the hour." 

Ed _.- his pod fist on the table, 
explaining that the one ih the cast was 
broken when the Danish leader of an or-
phan airlift out of Guam became- 'a 
dnmkm threat to passengers and cre-w. 
" When he started slapping the kids 
around, I let him have it . 

"'IF I SEEM to be an embittered man. 
I am. But I'm not diKOUra1ed. because 

I'm confident some of our politican1 wUJ 
now recognJ,;e the facts before they 
make the derisions. 

·• And in the name of th<- Lord. my dilly 
hope ill th.ii wr i43fvaged ~Onk"thlng ,rom 
the rubbh• we crealNI." 

Ed wear5 a m<'dallion pt•rsonally 
pre-sented by the Pope for .. noncombat-
t ant duty". and owns two Arabian horse~ 
lhat are a p.•rsonal gift o( King Hussein 
of Jordan. 

"I'm an outdoor guy and my (avorite-
sports, ~idf's the obvious one. are rid-
ing and tennis. My wif«- and r own a · 
home in Orinda. California, formerly the. 
.Al~xander home. of Alexander & B•ld-. 
win . t have a · dau1hter and two 
grandchildren. I'm 5Z and right now I · 
leel 152, but let's go where there's .....,.. 
music.' ' 
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. Viel OiPll,0h Airlift pjiJ;s-ed: 
• . :. ·-~ ....,. - 4 - ~ ' • " • :- t -~ - • • .: . . : :. 

By HERB STOEl'iNER .. ·: ': :' '. ' \ cluldten were aboard that plane, so chi!- . legal paper wortt.: The Boulder agency los 
,l-,/· · :· ~nver Post ~taff W-~~~,.~ .,. \_i-:.w,dx'~'~? . to .be _held in Den~r ~ti! •more 143 children in that crash- ·.-. , 
/~> l1le closmg ,o( Contmental · ~~;\ P,3pers_:;w1:re reconstruc_ted. m _Saigon. · _. . . . _ 

"'~~turday . from · a . halfway, hciuse -:for Jir.:}t,J Botli'_children's _agenc1e.s derued that the •>f ~n~?J· Care,-.provided an excellem 
-~i- i>l,laris airlifted." from Vietnam~rnarks the ''.,';orph.µ,s were floMl to Denver without a e:xampl~. o(•comm~ty,.-cooperation in the 
·~end of.a highly' complex, rumor~ridde1fan1f~hci~'(to_go to. At least, the homes for the · Jroj~;i-,~~}he:;center ;..wasn't quitt 
'"f.'.emotional venture into humanitarianism. :: :children :were '.'in process.''.·. Most ,of. the ; ready,_:tof:open;;as::a:-nursjng born~. Mrs 
;~'.\ In its wake are happy adoptive:parents;lJ clilldreri 'were on ·their_- way to homes in · arn~~a'c9.uir~(:thJ,\permission. of he, 
l -disgruntled ·adults ,who had hop~ tciiadopf'.'.! twifor '~ .ee da_ys, the agencies said. --··:::''_·, landl~'~.tif'O~;the~balf-fumished facil i 
:f arid were still on the ·waiting list''and/ pos·: · '.'4~liams'. also explained that Red Cross ·. ties to:the ·chil~ot.Vietnam. There wen 
f: .. sibly, legal· questions _ for the· future. ~· :•;i/-;:lta_il,. :~ : .philosophical ; problem in-. entering.· beds but;bo_;__~~n·e),';fhe of!er. was madt 
-:s~:- ind . from. thbse . responding ::-to : qiiestions'~1his'"'r project. "He ' said' that . the· C probl~m . re~~fi#i':;~~;\B~ .:was-~presen 
.+:abqut: the :'proJect, 'there has·' ~ ··. high -~rel~ted · to_ one : of · the_ . Gene ya Convent~on. · daily-i'l?t~ffer_,..,hei"_, expert~ to . ,volunteeri 
.~§praise for the.' work :of the two lay, facili- f rulings ~t. chil~ren; m _y,ar-tol'll _countries._. appeapµg __ at r"~rceIJter,.:,.,Mrs. ,: ~arnes, : 
_:/tating agencies th~t' caught • the - :o~ \•wer~': to, be · left JD. the : country, but; Red : _form~ i::.sur'g~en~f·:issistant, hel!>C;: 
:...:the emergency _with the fa~ ~f·:~a1gon ... ' ~ss_-enter~ on an ~~~rgency : ~IS ~ - In the ;·:1'~~•~:~?n of Y~tnam 2. t They had been accustomed to bnng!ng out_: ~~li~ve suffermg . . . , ":.·: .. ., ; ,, • - ·' n.eaz:s,.~~,: ,t\ ~:,t'!r;t;3L . -;;~ .. _, . : -
· orphans one at ··a , time untiL :the·, mass· ~- , Miss Ava Snook, adoption consu~tant for .. ,. , _ . _ . _ . ....._ _ , . _ . __ .. _ 
·, exodus. · -·: l ;:-: _. _._. ; . :_-,.·:tl-i;i>< .. ,.:-.:. •':·th~ . State of Colorado, who was , mvolved _. · ., lJe:qmT~ ,+1~::.nna·r1u11:, _ :1 
,I;_ :" · ; : .: ., · . _-- . · · : :_~,: ~<" '/' '. -)~_:.the P.roject/said ~t it is. ~rribly tm-- .,.Mrs.:Qieryl !ifurkson "executive ·wrector 
'.;/~ · We._re op.U,?f :imsmes~ -now,~~-we_~e ,>~rlanr:- that ::records '."'.:'ori ' these··clilldrei:J. '-- · ·f ·th1 '?+-<:::-·- • 1.;.;_!.,_,;-~•·,as·'. ' f · Childr 
·;;·closed shop,'' ·said an · rude -Df 'Friends ofif ~'~- · .- ·•. . , ' ·, . , . . . : 0 • e,.~te;~ -'::,1!,1~A O

. • er. 
:· 'Cbildreri of Vietnam ii1 Denver.' The otheI:-'.;,~~ and that .tbey Bfe cor_z:ect ~f · of ,-\'.J~-· ~d-thal llQ other :flights o· 
'1agency · is Friends for .AII·: Children iii":-~ssiblefuture_SWts.: ·· ·· · · · · · · · -,:..- orph_ans_.:~were ._mvol~:iexceptTt!Jo_se ap 
.:,:·Boulder . . .. : , : . . _- . . j -_.;, ... ~!':·,-· :', ~:;<-· ?:11ere_fore, she ~ef~ded some delays peanng m !)eWS stones, _and she said that 
:;;:> . . . . . ._ · . ~- _ i ,)r~mg of childr:ezi , because she ~1d most of the children landing in Denver haci .rpi• '.The agenci~ ~d _th~t if credit 15_:_due;'.":0atthe··required home -Yisits take time . .. . defmite·_'.destiriations;·~ough-·solne hac \i/~ be_l~ngs to . m~tutions and . o~~er; ,.agen- _,;:_ ~-?at Dem~sey;:volunteer w?rking, ~ . p~qg· problems :and-, time-consuming 
_,;i-<;:J ~ ~Who:helpe<i,and Jo . 2,950 .-,dedicate!li .. ftiilding !for- Friends - of All ·Children·.-··m bome-=l'visit: deJa <:.children •fr · ·-thi ·rt.volunteers '::. -',·:•.·: , . ·.:··;.-:·~·~~\::~ ·~r!. • ··· ' : ·,: ·: · · . , ··. · .. .· ... ~- . _ys,~,.. .. _:..· om •. s 
.. ~:., --" ,, : . 'J· ,,:-: ·:\,· ·: • .. -1, --;\t,•''i}:.ji;,i';,:. ;,-,-;r ;l:39_ulder1.; said . that most of. the children . agency. were .taken i,o·,Life ,Center ··5775 E. 
·r~ _ .a-r-1• • .-· -~ - r :.. ·· --~ ···•- :.: ... , ."!. .t , ,~S..i: ""!:;}:,1. • 1:a·_'.;,~- ·b· · -~ d -~ · :,-· · · ...,.-~., ... •,.,,:. · .1·~('""'.:A>'~-·-···-..· .' . :?& Red ·•Cro·ss,)PrOISe ·_. ff::.~%f,\-;_;.)r~;~~F,'f'1:·~Y' e:, ._agency __ were.,un __ er -.~e.~: Jth.Av;,-ry,,n;t~ ;-~/""~:-'.-.':T~.''/ ;.:: : 
,"·;--.,:-:; - •~ · •. • • • .. • . • _, · -!'.· : ,, ,, •• • ,, _ .. ~1 .Y~- She ~~cnbe<i the process bnefly: ,•:\ . - Mrs-~-.Marksoo called~e pressure-of the 
~/· ;Jf1m~ ~II hams, · assIStant:; ~i:ectot ': of )-.:: Th~: ':):b.il'?:en t would · · be ; checked r ()Ut ~--' airllft:'trimend~ · ;#ie · experience' _re-
-~Jhe ~ .1le1I1gh Chapter of American Red . physically "m Vietnam and ···the' lists- of '.warding·'L.:c•-·.---.-,,.,--.• .. •!<-.~-, •·· J .,. , ... _ • i· • . , _. • ,. • - - - __ • • , -; • - •?· - -:~·, _- .... . :-,,. ,-r, .,-:-i.. . :,. ........ . .fl. .-· . , 

·,;cr?S~, s_a!d, he felt_ the . two agen~ies \: hact-;.approved. adop~ive families would be. •'$Id-- : .;. And-for..~those•'noUnvoiv~ . ~~:the -proj-
:,d?~e :;~ ~~!lent .~ob of 3:f / ied: !f!:tls" would take .into account the ]>ref- ;:_ ed "• sli~ .!alluded :to ,farge .hidder(costs . in 

.::\d.e~ p·1_t e} 5?me . :co~plamts\~!-:::nu~::r~rences(of. ·the:'. family:·. Generallf.!'girls,':;bil .. a1ririfprojed ~~H{..:~ed"agency 
. ;.,management~ons1dermg· fh e1,:..circum-, · ·a11 · · · d•'childr • · d · · · - · ·. ',;..:..u.; " ' .... ·' · •· ••.-,, r•.-,;; • -• . ·•· · :..-,· · · • . :, . . . · .. -.. . . . -) racr y -:rmxe en an :Younge_r ones __ .,w.u.,;•employment~o ;;iprofessI00<1.1 · social 
·::~tances ._under _,which they w~~p~:fprc:ed:: ~ ·:iwere·preferred. :;. , ., · · · ·,. · - : · ·. -.. ' workers to::'do bome·:·visits , transportation 
;_{~r.er~t:. · .- · ,:: _··_ ·. · . ' . ·.;:<_;{·~~f-(f\:~~--~;the .. :adpptiye To.Ipily approyed, an ·at~ , .co~; .housekeepmg;~ :~ch fis·,laundry 
, ~: : R~d-· Cros_s worked· through these· ag~.: \ tomey in ;-Vietnam would. adopt· the · cltlld/ :· and_··: e n~o zjm o ii i. ,.:Jiing~ :: 'phone 

_~11:5 because they had .been.· at wor.k m . and . an / attorney in· the United States ,_·'charges involved_ Jn'.~'completmg: arrange-
_. Saigon before the emergency began. .. ·.-~·,would adopt the child for the family:-The; ments .. ; 'f._;,:<::'. :;:•:';,+ :., :--;,;:~ .,·- . 
. ,' . ,There: had been reports of' chaos .in the''f!inµily_ ·would'. pay : all attorney fees ;;and(/. '. ir(.atstory,(aboi4-afrllit 'volunteers·: . .which 
',~baby receiving. clinics , (deniedk-noncir:. transport ·charges . . ) : . ·. < ·- , . ··;::; ,.-: _appeai-eq ·the Living '75 
q>hans ~ing t_ransported : officiaily :'9enied '!</;· lds.~.-.,~psey, · said . · th~t-:.: all ? their '. stetion o_f1.'he; Denv~J~~.~:~ ;affiliation 
,m media st~nes), delays m p~mg. the >:,agen~s children ,had .destinations, ev~- of:ldr; ~1aylor JVas ,mcorrectly stat-
)pii}dre!]. · and ,children · lariding::~~i\-.Denver ;<::;F16se · :.W~~ ,:were .• ~g moved ,to~ :foreign ;-ed:.!.Mrs:tfyylor;·ii · ~~~dministra-

:·i~with:no -home to go -to; :,· --~ \ • ,(-'1.M'ZlU.·.:i~~ !'l1 :,1· tcoµnttjes;r,-i~1. ~:;:J,; · T,, h;..;:, _.· -..:. <-,,t;,·-: :-. ,/,! . .;> µve ~ffi~ ~{Lifif:..:.i.Centeri1'l'epresents ,/·: • • • • ' ~{'~'l.·'·m,.J,(·' ~. •,, ~.,.;~ ... -;c .r •v • . ,.;"" ...... :_. 1 : ., " ~ - ~ - .- ,. .. .... i.... . • ,. ., . ,· · ·c·9·~·· ":-r ~ • - ~-
.t~; ,Williams · said he: visi~ .-tpe't.-lini~'(.to a .·9,p.- ';',i-:..f.t·.' , ,1,·s· · 't. i, , ·: '!i:f ' .-.t, ·::..'<-_. :) ,~ -:,J:;:~'f :Friends~t~ ·Clrildreri fo'f r Vietnam, not •· h .. ·k · ·, · ,::..:~·~,i_!;.:,;T\\,- sn1 a · ep ... · · ,. · ·- ·· ,;i~F.ri · -..:.':•·'.'-.&n ·,..,-a ··- ' n __ , ·· :;<= ec ·, on· th~ · purported ,/~~!f~µ~~hi. r:-:-...,_-=-.,.. .... ---·r:•--<'.·:•<,.· ·,-;:;-;,'l;o;~ti'-::\~,~ --- . . : .· 
~,co_uldn'.t~~~tJ~te, the: re~,\l~.vi~'\¥:;;_.:t~e ._~d ·that _ on ~l·m ·Den~, .". ,; • -, , •1'>~1='.$!:::'~~J _,,,t)itJ.:~- •~·.t.~-,.;.. •. ·-· · · 
, of- ,the '. dedication ::of •the . _yolunteets:·;.He· ,children : would : go ,,,_to . the . Continental · 
:-_~so:said that the :children amv~ ;,in 'fair~i_,:'Care Center( 220( ndwning St., -for exaniV ' 
ly_good condition and that be ·saw;riiost"of. •µatfon and proc~sing; ,. and '·if medicak 
_th_~ir legal .. papers . . He believes, the ;pe:r7 ;-::'pr~blems::were 'found, . the children -would'" 
:centage oC -$ildren- arriving_Jri-~Denver:=J>e~·moved. directly -to :;the .. hospitals .. ..Dn.: 
:~ho' weren't ·headed for liomes ·w.as · :very~~behal( o(: her· "age·ncy: : she : thaclted • the:: 
·slight. : ': /·,. · ,. ~-.. ,; _ .,.,. -.• ... :.~ .• ,;~,s~~j~,;~.i});.inany.(.Denver.,?pe<iiatricians' _who .• ~volun:;~ 

'\:: He said most·of the 'clinic:reports-:X-ekt::-t-tei!(ed their 'services~ .-:~<-:'.: ; -·"'.,:- , · ~+-,·d:'.,i· 
. ei:IJ~ ca.~e,, ~nd; he a~logized,- fo~.{L~~e-~id -.~at ione :flight -of . ch~dreii' on:·: 
; ~ . overSight. m not mentiorung·•Chil_dren's _: tbe :_:,way) to · ·Italy ' IJ?id . been recall~ ~·to> 
Ho~ital .in · an earlier listing of,bospitais\ Deriver 'because -sQn_.ie· ,.doubts ]iad ·arisen_: 
that. _h~lped. :Cbildren'.s handled 20 · cases. -.~that:. ,these .-children · might : end ?up .f..in 
He sau;I . all ' hospitals in Denver offered '. · orphanages ·. instead of homes because of 
help but not all were used. : -·;: ,; ' ._, ··.; . ;_ i . µie economic 'conditions. After the family 
'Unavoidable Del~ :: ;, .' . . placement<; \\'ere confirmed, . the flight 
W-11 - . Y resumed . 

1 1arns said 'h · ·d · · . able d 1• -~/ ere were so_me u,navo; · . Sh~. ,j that.th<'. iyhole .staff of Fnends 
lanf' a\ii a~ai:" the crash of an air lift . for Children · flc_w to the West Coast 

P . · etn ·11• Legal papers for the · after the plane crash t0 help with the . 
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lekl v' ev- pe-5 1--s; 2-s /75 
,rt-

_,01111cil 
arly two 

• _.6 -. .raft of their 
. . • ., '-·"'· .,4<1ge William Doyle. 

The report lists both the good and bad 

• momu,.J ieh' ..... ., _ 
6 -indn decree "was well impleL, . 
most scbools." 

-Nevertheless, "a wblte noose is forn. 
ing a,round the city" due ·to continuing 
movement to .the suburbs. At least a por- as a rt .. 
tion of tllis movement "has its roots in• which "n 
the desegregation program." to achie 

Protests . Voiced 
. . 

,At Babylift Plan 
By JOHN DUNNING 

Denver Post Staff Writer 
Copyrltllf 1'75, The Denver Post, Inc. 

A Denver-based organization that helped 
bring more than 400 children out of South 
Vietnam in a frantic babylift last month 
.now is planning to expand its operations 
~to at least one other country. 

The nation most seriously considered as 
the next target of the group's operations 
is lndia, The Denver Post has learned. 

Mrs. Cheryl Markson, executive director 
of the group, confirmed that much talk on 
"where to go next" has centered on India., 
"but any country you could mention has 
beeh suggested." . 

"In all probability," Mrs. Markson said, 
Friends of Children of Vietnam (FCVN) 
"will go into.another country." 
Complain . to . Governor 
But. even a_s the new plans were being 

formed, mu-1ny reared its head within the 
rank,s, ;llf,t·FCVN volunteers and adoptive 
pa.r,)llts began to turn out in protest. 

· Almost a dozen of them took their 
complaints to the Colorado governor's of-
fice Thursday. For about two hours they 
met behind closed doors with represent-
atives of Colorado social services, the 
Denver office of U.S. Rep. Pat Schroeder, 
and the governor's ombudsman. 

Rick Wedgie of the governor's office 
/ asked for the meeting after he had 
received more than 10 complaints from 
"six or eight" families regarding FCVN's 
handling of the Vietnam babylift. By late 
Friday, about six more families had con-
tacted Wedgie, . pushing the individual 

'-

complaints against FCVN to more than 
30. 

The protesters were trying to block 
FCVN's application for its license renewal 
as an adoption agency. Wedgie said he 
wouldn't discuss specific complaints until 
he has met with ~rs. Markson, a meeting 
now set for 8:30 a.m. Tuesday. 

Protests Listed , 
But sources told The Post that the bulk 

of the complaints, centered on these gener-
al areas: 

-The . care given children at F:CVN 
centers on both sides of the Pacific Ocean. 

One story described opened baby 
formul~s left unrefrigerated for more than 
a day before feeding. Children allegedly 
were plac!!(I without regard for their emo-
tional well-being . . One woman told of a 
sister and brother being sent to separate 
homes, with traumatic results for the lit-
tle girl, '. · 

-The· ~oney collected by FCVN from 
adqp~ parepts. 
-]i1ven· in the final days, when babylift 

transportation costs were absorbed by the 
government, parents were paying $800 for 
a child. Now they want to know what hap-
pened to that money, estimated conserva-
tively at $300,000. Did the money go for 
the welfare of South Vietnam children, or · Si 
is it being saved to establish adoption ten- b 
tacles in other nations? 5' 

-The questionable "orphan" status of 
children airlifted out of South Vietnam. 

Volunteers told of children who arrived 
Contin~~~i o-~ page 36, sectio~ C. 

,,,,,.. 
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,1e··1, ..• .. 
,, ... ior. now·1l,>vt,<!l'f8~l in lhe ,. ,_, 

,.utcome could determine States)r,uns 238 miles from 4>~ 
· ' wL:t~r · c-0al-slurry pipelines Black Mesa mi.nejn Ari1.0na !to \ 
·, beci)me ·the principal . carriers southern Nivada. . de • .,. 
· ! of W:estern coal in future dee- The pipeline now being debat- beneft 
, ades, ,since four additional ones ed would be the longest, most of W 
· . Dako· 

. ; S.Chfoeder Studies · ; 1 
';: '· . by .. 

rV~et, Paby -CustOdy =~ 
. ~r,w ·· •·. / 1 ... ,... . · , , , .. _ .. · of .Ha~ 

; Growmg-· confusion over cus- Even if the probe uncovers the WJ 
1 tody;;, of Vietn11~ese · _children only m~ral yiolati~s of the ·ag- ed the! 

. \ proce~ed by · Colorado-based ency's purpose, · Mrs. Schroeder d 
! adoption _agencies was termed a said she will recommend that Five 
(t ••rel4l _ tragedy" . by Rep. Pat ·social services deny the renewal drilled 
Schroed,er, . D-'colo., Friday. and ask for a complete acoount- who op, 

-l 1.frs. ~c~oederi in_ a Denyer ing of mon~y paid to FCVN. .. to r,epeJ I vis1t,:se1d her office 1s "looking . · . , : ,,, , J 
lnto'J, mounting complai.J}ts · · · · · · I 

· against · one .of the agencies, 
Friends of Children of Vietnam 
(FCVN)., . 
· "Sci f~, we can't find any-

! thing ·:that's clearly a violation," 
f she 'Said. :. . 
I "~ut here are all these adop-

. l tive,)parents, who already have 
J babii!s theirhonie. They don't 
I bavt ,final papers yet, so what 
_1 can -they say? · , · 

M~. Schroeder said her offi~ 

f
. :Will:. continue investigating re-
port,:;:. of unsanitary conditions 

._ t and "''P()Ol". · treatment of ~clren 
1 tn tti,!' , FCVA, ' f~cility, _and will 
t· pre$. fol". an ' account of the 
e money collected by .the ag~ncy 
; In its "baby1ift" operation. 
1 A~.:epresentative from her of-
lice:will attend.a meeting in the 
governor's office next Tuesday 
betieen ·state officials and Mrs. 
Cheryl Markson, FCVN execu-
tivedirector. ' '· ,· ' ' 

Btitultimately, she said, .a de: · 
clsion :on the' FCVN' case Will 

'hav& : to :come . out of the Colo-
rado ;Pepartment of Social Ser-
:vic$ in the licensing process: 

FCVN is applying for renewal 
of its license as an adoption 
ageiiw and is planning to ex- · 
~ -~!t.s_ operations into other 
countn~. ,: . ... - . 

. ' ( 

··•~ 
. Superlative ·offi ' 

exciting array of sh 
stores. _Taste.::tempti 
Banking and other I 
ness s~rvices,faciliti 
scaping. And plenty 

All in one :heauti 

· North Tower 
11-story, gold- ' 

. office tower -
July, 19~6. 
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Records 
Asked on 
Children 

By JOHN TOOHEY 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

A federal judge fn San Fran-
cisco has ordered the govern-
ment to check all available 
records of Vietnamese children 1 
-brought into the United States 
since April 1. 

The order to the U.S. Im-
migration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) was issued as the 
result of a lawsuit filed in San 
Francisco. 

Among the defendants named 
in the Suit are two Colorado 
adoption agencies. 

The suit was filed by a San 
F'rancisco woman-a Vietnam-
ese by birth and married to an 
American serviceman. She had 
volunteered to help care for 

, and process the hundreds of 
:~ Vietnamese children brought to 

the United States in April at the 
Presidio at San Francisco. 

She claimed in her suit, in 
r Which she acted as a guardian 

for three of the children, that 
many of the children brought 

, here weren't orphans or aban-
doned and had no right to be here. 

.; . Her suit named as defendants 
several officials of the U.S. 
Departments of State, Defense 
and Justice, the California 

r Department of Health and Wel-
i fare and several American t adoption organizations. 

,j .M!uch of the action in the 
case moved to Denver May 15 
and 16 when U.S. Dist. Judge 
Sherman Finesilver heard ar-
guments on motions for discov-
ery and the taking of deposf- . 
tions from officials of the 
F r i e n d s for All Children 
(FFAC) at Boulder and the 
Friends of Children of Vietnam 
(FCVN) of Denver. 

The Boulder and Denver or-
ganizations were in the fore-
front of the adoption effort long 
before the swift evacuation in 

__ i-,' ..,._il el the children to the 
_t United States. 

F Ilowing the hearing, Judge 
j 

O 
d d the two Colo-'· Finesilver or e:e . oduce d rganizations to pr . 

ra o the children in their 
10 fil~s o::Ow how complete they 
care o s mine how the are and to deter d and 
files have been develope 

used. b sed by The files were to e _µ F n 
. "ff . the San ra -

I' 

the plamti s r t eek 
cisco hearing a1s . the Viet-

In her comp am • . 
. d f the American , namese brI e o t least three 

cl~imed iha\al~ed with at the 
child:~n s d they had parents 
Pres!d10 sa1 d relatives here 
in Vietnam an t h re 

d that they were sen e d ::1 to escape Viet ~ong an 
· No~h Vi~tnamet\:d~~:1!tatus I The suit ~ues io It asked for 
! of other c~Ildrenh It all federal 

an inju~ct~~n :~tiv~ties directed 
and priva r placement of 
toward. adop ive fl thtir legitl-
the children u_n I th United 
mate entries mto e "ned by 
States could be determ1 

third disinterested party. 
a , n· t Judge Spencer J U.S. is · Francisco, 
Williams at_d sh:n wasn't "in-
h~wev,~r • s~~nt all the requests 
dined tog •t He said he 
asked in the SUI ~bout "some 
was concerneu . . . , the 

"ble irregularibes m 
poss1 k" concerning some of paperwor 
the children. INS to check He ordered the 

hildren's records -
all the . here after April 
those arnvmg y "possible 

,! 1 - to discover an 
1

' : regularities." i, Ir f the order there, ac-
iJ Intent o San Francisco 

cording to a is to seek out 
It court ~pokesmany children who f and discover an t the United 

may have com~ \e confusion 
States_ ill~gally h: thundreds of 
of brmgmg t abandoned here. 
orphans and for the Boulder-

A spokesman d however. · d oup warne · 
base gr f the children 

""-<-- that many O 
• the true ' aren't orphans m 

' 

rmcnitt
Text Box



• 

rmcnitt
Text Box

rmcnitt
Text Box



32 THE DENVER POST Thurs., May 1, 1975 

Denver Post PhOIO by CUIIJ 
ARMY SPECIALIST LINDA CASEY CARRIES ORPHAN TO NURSING HOME 

The Vietnamese infant, Nguyen Thi My, was last arrival in seven-year-old program. 

]Laughter, Tears Are Absent 
IAs Vietnamese Babylift Ends 

By DA vm CUPP I The scene was to repeat itself from a Denver doctor who had 
Drnver Post Staff Writer n:ore _than a ~undred times started the organizati~n two 

There was no laughter. There with different children and d1f- years before to get mechcal aid 
\·ere no tears . An Army spe- fere~t parents in the Denver t~ children and hospitals in 
cia list handed a Vietnamese termmal over the next seven Vietnam. 
orphan over to a waiting volun- years. . . HELP PARENTS 
teer and it was over. babyhft pr?<:edure was The two women worked to get 

Th b b l·ft h d d d eff_1c1ent and m1l!tary. The money to an Australian school 
, e a Y I a en e · chJidren were taken off the 
I It started more than seven 1 . 'th teacher, Rosemary Taylor, to 
1 • p ane, given to e1 er army or k h f di' h f 
i years ago, when the first Viet- Red Cross personnel, then eehp e'. So~n mg . ome d otr 
1 name<e orphans arrived at t k t th C t' t I N orp ans m aigon gomg an ° 
' D en -,. e r ' s Stapleton Interna . a eHn o eh ont1hnen a ldurbs• help other parents interested in ·1 mg ome. w ere ey wou e l d t· v· t h · tional . .\irport. h Id .1 h . h I h I a op mg 1e namese orp ans. e unti t eir ea t was . - h " 

On that night there was . stabilized and thev could be "Thmgs were different t ~?· 
laughtN - and tears. There processed for adoption. :\!rs. Buchanan explamed. So 
was the joy of a parent holding For seven years, Friends of j few wanted to adopt. 
a son for the fir st time. Children of Vietnam ( FCVN ) "When someone called about 

, On that Nov. 10, 1968, night, has been helping children and l adopting, you hoped." Mrs. 
the moment belonged to John refugees in Vietnam, and help- -Buchanan paused. •·you prayed. 

' and LeSanne Buchanan of_ 7276 ; ing guide parents in adopting I that they would go through with 
S. Birch St.. Arapahoe County, ·1 Vietnamese children. it." ,. 
and J im and Marcia Bumpus, Two women. LeSanne Bu- "It's hard to believe that 
109-1 \\' . :ioth Place. Golden. lchanan and Wende Grant-now something that started so small 

hei r \ ' ietnamese childrrn wPrf' with J?ri .. nn<> fnr All C'hilrlr"n :,nn i:n lonir _ ;Htn ronlrl h::ivP 
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Atl blracl•r 
Judllh Ad• 

---k~ldilol 
Su.llH Htlttt 

' . 
~lo/ ltt cattyl111 out tthabllltai~a phl-
traill1 111 Hlroehllnll and, In pMrtlcolil,, 
ot our "Moral Adoj1tlo11 Proaram." 111 

' which rHdltl of Iha 111qul.nl iiarud lo 
help In tiie ltpbt1111n1 of Hltodil1t1i 
thlldreli had betn 1>111han1d by lhe 
bbtnbl111. l'laally, I leld the Pretldant w• ,. 

• were fully c;;,nlnnt of lh• rl1kf'lllvolYtd · . 
Ill pllilltlc and tehablHlatlvt IUflll'Y, u . . 

.. , were the Hlroahlma Milden• Ide! thtlr · ·, 
I~ fallllllft, Nbr wer, W'e 1nlitllltla-
l11t ·111e ptbbl1m1 they wollld have 111 
1dapll111 ·10 A111erka11 ~lety, Jut th6 
Quaktn w•r• e1p1rle11oed In dealhtt 
wllh •uch 1ltuall-. We fell collftdellt 
11111 the ptobl•ma, while dllllcu1t, were 
tnanaaellllle, .. , · ldllet - Norman Cou1111t 

f111bll1het - S. 8•1att1 Grin 

cn.1,men, lloud 
of Diteltort - Geott• C. McGhN 

A1.wan1 Ari bl1itotot 
Paulin• Anh tl1t•t<I 

Aial11t1111 .dilbll 
Hubttl I , Harring 

IIIIUn lthltftlbtlri 

The Pmldllnt aive Ui hit full bacldnj; 
and the dlaftaured and crtpi,led 11r11 
fhlm Hltoahima w.re brouaht to tltt 
lJ tilted ltatet. Udrlna the run perl!lcl ei 
lhelr 1tay l11 this t:ountry, there iwa1 1101 ti 
ihial• 'tue of hbmetlc:lln111 'or eulllil'll 
.hock. The exi,etlt turned out to be IOIII• 
i,letaly wto ... All their itadtmlo 11'1111-
lnl hadn't tauaM them the one leutki 
slhat .houlil both prteede ind tr11n11erid 
1i,eciall&ld knowledae: lo,,e alld warn,th 

.Ponlrolier 
r.Athan CeHh 

Auotl* 
Co,,.,a11 ~•l•t1on1 

Lyn Wh tlll 
vi,.,lllw.,,(1111 · 

Walltt !1.-Joliiiiilh, Jt, 

Let the Children Come 
r.' 1torb 10 bril\1 Vl.tnamcM oi,ha11a 
C. and llomelns children to the Ubltell 
Staid have run into selltte opposiliOII 
front child psycholoal11, and cWturll 
anlhropol<,eis11. ,. •' · 

Thtae exi,crta con11nd th111 th, rtk.iil 
.,.ratloao art belna carried out b, ~ell-
in11nliolled but llliquided people who 
have very tittle knowleclte ol what ta Jtt. 
volvl!II ill j,lucli:tna children out Ill ii 
highly deftloped culture 11ncl aetllilt 
them down in a totally diffcrdt kldelJ, 
Children, It ii aiaued, 11re llot for lr11111-
plaatlng; lhet do not adjust IIUtclenati-
clllJ to s1rat111 fans, words, foodf, tua-
toms. The reault ii cultural I.bock, the 
effects of whiah, ai:cordin1 lo the 
~Jlettt. call i,rodu~e lont-lu&int mental 
dl1loc1tions. , 

How valid Is this analysli1 f •. '· 
g.,lhe years 1110, the editota ol' tht 

Saturdny ,Review developecf a plan (Of 
bringina to the United Statea a ifoiijl dl 
disfigured 1irl1 who Witt l:uualtle1 of 
the atomic homblrll ol fttrothllni, Un• 
der the plan, the 1lrls would hatl th• 
>ttvlcci oi IHdlna American plutlt and 
rehabilitative 1t1r16oao. Whll1 not bl lhl 
hospital the, would live with Amtrlcali 
ratnlliet. !llice most of them wlllll4 re-
Jllire a helf-tlozen or mote Ofitiltl-. 
their 1l1y In lhla o0u11tr, would laal ill 
1 cat a rear. the Socltlf of l'rltlidl Iii 
-\merica --,aed 1Wi,oD1161ill1; for 
placinl the 11,i. 111 ~rltall holll• a,lif, 

lot pfovidln11 Yocatlonil lt1lliln1 It de· tall ne1att cullutll 1h<ick, the experi-
llrcd, the U. I. Alt Force aareed to ence of the Hl""hlma alrl1 In llvln1 with 
~rovltl• ttansportatlM, their Amerlcin flrrillles thabltd them to 

No •boner did we 111noullci thete bridai a•!II bttwetll the two toclttlei, 
'plant than formidable oppoeltlo!t develJ 0111 Atnerielll anthropolopl 11f 
bped. Spteiallstl In cllltural 111tbrO!ldl• ~orldwldti ,eputatloti llad et1nftd111tly 'It 
.;1y and Jllycholae, n111Je jiiiblle ital•• 11rt1d that Juat the ohan9; to ab Amet4; ·' 
mtllll •evttaly ctitlelzllj• the entlr• · can diet wclilld t:Oilfrol!I 111 wllli tile 
t,rel)tc!t, Mid It WII irreapoMllilt need to fly tha aitla hull tel hinNlllatl 
to llft dllWten olll of I fat-ol 111111 witll ~tllln I IIIOlltll, Ai tnonth ifter ltlontll 
k11ht, ilellned ttadltloQi atld ••et thehl i,aued witliout a 1olltar, lnllanOI to •• 
lt1 adju1t to ail entltely llllel'ttll ta)' Df i,o,I hie 1loontr pndlc:tlon, II~ taJa1i1 · 
life, lf Wli pt'9ci1* that ,tlii Jtdjlld have txpecMd th, 11ihtopololllat to llav• 
Wl!Uld toilapae Mtltl11 two ..... .,.., iclmo•ledpci blJ trl'dr, Not ao.. , 1 

th¥ alrli arrlved blcallltl lhq ·~d Thia 16 bol lo illlt th,t the HINIIIIIIIIM 
be unabl• tci 1111111n the cllltllral ,hoa, Melclerit lllillffliklll WQ 'klthout flllllH 

It ~•• ,aid, mllfedYer, lliet If IIJIJ of bt illlllllt.lt, Otte llf 11,e alrt, clled .tille 
thi iltll 1hould di, dut11111 Cit Ii tlli utldtr lllilt1-la1 i will at tha boa,llil 
lttWt of, lhl comi,11$114 Wtaical ,1 thl 111111, My flltt thouaht1 Wirt ., 
-,erllllolli1 l11p11ne11•Art111'1w ttlatloM her partllb. Mat llo Wt Uy to tblttt? 
;,,ould be badly atrallllMf. Tile -,.m 'they llati ~ntl'liilld their t:hll4 Id ou, 
tit,-! liretlde11t l'Jdnhowti lo lljlpoM We, I klMW that tot the l-111 Ill my Ill• . l 
iht pi.Ject dt, at least, not lo wetlOII i would bi! htullitd II, the hl1tn111j of the 
ilie use of Ille tJ.S, Alt Pot11 tw Ilia tlocloti wotlttn1 lltit tomoko Id tbtl 
11ro1r1nt. · , . • te1uNMiitdt1 lttill1 to Mart ui, htr h..H 

Ptelldilit ll1,e11howl llc&ltded ii. the btfeltl Ille IUjlpl)' tit ll*Ylld Ill the bralll 
couttea; ef le1Un1 tit eaplalit thi eitoJillt till! 11111. My 111111d llitbed Id t~ lllhti 
111 hltn ptrsonally, i llltol'tt!N th~ titttl• ;lrl1, II* ol thltll Witt ~eit fof 
de111 bf lhe needl bt th, atria and dt- 1Uritlf dUrilll the nut three day•. th.y 
actibld tfle tttdtntlali bt the 1ur.-,n1 toutd n1>t be blllltltd II Ibey tledllecl .. 
1111d 11hyllci1na who were voluntatrlhi ltold bdll or evl!tl II W: that th1y bl 
lbelt aehlcea, t •poke bf thit 61.tppdri of i'ttul'llld 111 HltCMhltM, t thou1ht, l11o, Ill 
tltl ilclclet~ ot A1n1rlcai1 Frlen~ lllld Iii the prtdlctloitt of the eapertl lhai I 
th; Ahledcari lted Crcilll, f lold blltl ltt •lnale 1...,.clt 1:C>ulcl become 111 l11telitt1• 
th, lotlj•tetnl tole llf th¥ illluriioy R•• tlftat lbdJIIII Mhtl lliat iij,111 .. 1.Altltrl• 

I ,, 

" . . . .. ,,, ..., . 

H.c;Fh• "Rlto,hllltll Mlild•n.l'' at a ,-.,,111011 fi/t•lln yran -tin 1ht1, !full 10 * f/ltltrd ,S1a10 Jot p/tUtic am/ uhabililfllfvr 
IM,t.,; , tit, )!ou11111ttl /,I Iii, i,llotograph t1rl IM clt/Wtrn o,- 1/u y0Mn1 la.Ur, wl,o parrlclpt1trd ill SM:s program. 

... 

IC!nlt! or American 1ymi,athy for war vic-
tirnt, tsi,d:lally children, i1 being stil'red 
ujj II a lnUns of 1clll11C the United 
Siatea lnvolv~ in Vietnam 1111 over 
aaaln. 

We teco.-ilic that iOnle,,..,ple in go, 
l!rnmellt .,. not 11nmindfut ot ti-. mile-
ite that mercy has 10 qller. fklt it i, 

' abaurd Id ~t asidt the dictates of con-
klenci Just because we are afraid of bt · 
1111 i,olltitally manipulllled. 

Thttf fl 61so the atJufflenl th'at , let-
bani doei not have a mdllopOly of or 
phint In the ;,,orJJ. and that lrlill1on• ot 
dlilclnn Ill thi saliv,,. lit flldia , in Ba 11-
liadeah, aDd In Souih America ... 111 mo,e 
lh111 fttiafy the craving of Amrri , an, to 
j!tovlde tehder kn'ing ca~. To the r.tcnl 
that lhia af'illment ha, validity, it , h ,, uld 
not caUM Americans to turn ••• , 110111 
Vlitnalllllt dlildrc,. but shoUld cause 
ttlen, Id be tqually open wh,..,, er hu .., i 
111111 aid 1Xi91J. , 

Etpertlll alwayi !nit lb 'limtt.tione. ,, 
5111 _._, tll0t1 so than "'h• It t ric, s,, 
iua,,rarn human rni,-,or ,._. re•.,.. 

cut~ eompu,ioll. N c:., 1 , 
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, .... ,, , ;e . •:;s ~ o ;.: '~-Y ~· .. '• . 

,- 'By Robert Hollis · 
-' . . . .'. ' 

~::\vi1.at d~~s it cost: and who 
benefits, when an American 
family adopts a Vietnamese 

,. "orphan?" 
t i • J 

l' : ' 

1 , The cost for the entire 
·. process; · which can take 
: years, can exceed· $2,000 for 
, · each. , child, according to 
, · adoption officials , here ·and 
• !in Colorado. The·latter 'state 
1 ·.is · the .-J1ome of two, of · the 
.. largest international adop-
. tion agencies. 

' 

1:~; But it is becomidg increas-
:·ingly : .evident that someone -

.' __:_ no one is yet sure who -
;;_" is m·aking . a profit off some 
:- of the 2,700 Vietnamese chil-

;:lt'en .. who were airlifted un-
~~ der ; '·'Operation Babylift," 
:·during the dying day,s of the 
1:Saigo~_regime. t·: ,. :•. 
'·;: . )· ' ~: ~: , ' : 

f · · And · one agency, Friends 
. of the . Children of Vietnam, 
)s '· Utlder .. _investigation : by r .... Colorado I: officia,ls·, ~. it : was 

l.1s1earncd ':•;' · · . _; .. ,. ·. ,.c 1·~.; ·;··~:~ 't :-\~} :~": ,1,,. '(:·;~;:·~·.::•ji,•!.· 
: '· . The ' investigation,' : i1.nder 
. the direction of lhe Colorado 
·Social Services agency, 
· st cm s. from do:i:ens of com-
plaints by persons im•:ilvcd 
in the massive volunteer ef-
fort in Denver that aided 
FCV.:'-i. 

----------------..._~~....._--::-~- ---:------...~--~----...------ -..----............._,_ _____ ~- --~ ----- ... -- -- --- -
• I 

' 

There's profit in Vietna1nese 'orph 
"Each day the C1:>tnplaints 

· grow," said Rick Wedge!, a 
staff member of Colorado 
Governor Richard ; D . 

:, La mm's ombudsman's· of. 
; fie~ · ·' 

They range from bills sent 
by adoption agencie8 that are 

· 1J1ot itemized (as high as $800) 
·: to foster parents who discov-

er they are not legal guardi-
·.- ans after t11ey've oared for a 
. child for weeks, he said: 

There appears to be lit\le 
official interest in allega-
tions of adoption irregulad-
tios in California, despite the 
'fact . that more than 1,100 
' "orphans" were proces,~ed 
through the San Franci5co 

. ' 
Presidio alone'. international adoption agen-

cies that sponsored all of the 
. Testimony · at a federal "orphans" that were airlift-
court hearing here on Mon- · ed to the United States dur-
day revealed that only the ing i\pril. 
Immigration and Natural1-
zation Service is making any U.S. District Judge Spcn-
attempt to find out the true . cer Williams is expected to 

· identities of the Vietname:,e rule today on a request for a 
children. ·preliminary injunction .filed 

. by a, Vietnamese woman 
No federal agency, how- asking that all adoption pro-

ever, . is looking into the fi. cccdings involving Vietnam-
nancial dealings of the seven cso refugee children be 

11.--------------------- - -

stopped until the alleged 
non-orphans can be weeded 
out. 

Mort Cohen, the Berkeley 
attorney for Muoi McCon-
nell , the San Leandro wom-
an who filed the suit, he-
lieves that "Operation BalJy-
lift" was both politically and 
financially rcw::irding to 
some people. 

"111ie motivation sc.ems to 

Wed., May 21, 1975 -t~ §.113~xmniurr-Page 3 

·be money o 
said ycsterda) 
al court. Duri 
he noted, a 
International 
official admi 
funds were m 
port some ad rl 
in Vietnam a~ 
itary flights t 

Thu s, he sa \ 
normal adopti 
tuoll y paid b:i, 
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There's profit in Vietnamese 'orphans' 
. . ' . . 

ach day the complaints 
," said Rick Wedgel, a 

member of Colorado 
:nor Richard ' D . 
1m's. ombudsman's ·. o:f· 

. \ 

:y range from bills sent 
option agencies that are 
cmized (as high as $800) 
:ter parents who discov-
~Y are not legal guardi-
fter they've oared for a 
for weeks, he said. · 

re appears to be lit\le 
11 interest in allega~ · 
of adoption 1rregulari-
1 California, despite the 
that more than 1,100 
ans" we.re proce.s,~ed 
:h the San Franci~co 

Presidio alone'. 

' Testimony at a federal 
court hearing here on Mon-
day revealed that only the 
Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service is making any 
attempt to find out the trne . 
identities of the Vietnamc;;e 
children. 

No federal agency, how-
ever, . ts looking into the fl. 
,nancial dealings of the seven 

international adoption agen-
cies that sponsot'ed all of the 
"orphans" that were airlift-
ed to the United States dur-
ing 1\ pril. 

U.S. District Judge Spen-
cer Williams is expected to 
ntle today on a request for a 
preliminary injunction .filed 
by a Vietnamese woman 
asking that all adoption pro-
ceeding:; involving Viel'.Jam-
esc refugee children b e II:-.-'-,----..;.._ ________________ _ 

--- - ------- -- --
stopped until the alleged 
non-orphans can be weeded 
out. 

·be money or politics ," he 
s,iicl yesterday outsi<le feder-
al court. During the hearing, 
he noted, a U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
official admilted that AID 
funds were used to help sup-
port some adoption agendes 
in Vietnam and p~iid for mil-
itary flights to the U.S 

Mort Cohen, the Berkeley 
attorney for Muoi McCon-
nell, the San Leandro wom-
an who filed the suit. he-
lieves that "Operation Eaby-
lift" was both politically a,nd 
Iinanc;ially rewarding lo 
some people. Thus. he said, many of the 

normal adoption costs cven-
"1'·he motivation seems to tually paid by pai·cnls J'or a 

.. 

Wed., May 21, 1975 -:~ .§ . .If3Exm11i11cr-Pa9e l 

\'iclnamese cliild , we r ~"'\ . 
borne by tho -government.~ 

. ~.t\ 

Attorneys for Mrs. MeCmi= -
nell and the ad hoc Commit.- . 
tee to Protect the Rights 0£ ·: ·, 
Vietnamese Children sub, , 
poenaed officials of IJOtli' i' ~-
FCVN and Friends For Ail ·., 1 

Children the other Colora.r ··.,' \ 
do-based adoption agc>ncy' :: 
for the federal court hear~~.:··.~ 
ing. ' ' · 

Neither gro up sent rrnrc! 
sent :1tives.' Cohen said. he·,' .. ''. 
ca11se llH'ir .JLlrJ1·,,,,_,·~ , ., 
claimed llie ~11bpoc11as \ ·.-;JS · 
improperly served. 
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Den"er Post Photo by Duane Howe,· 1 

KELLY GIPE, 8, HOLDS LAST VIETNAMESE ORPHAN TO LEA VE THE CENTER 
Baby was scheduled to go to ooulde r. Kelly was helpi 19 at th e c,;- nter. 

DENVER, BOULDER VIEW 

Viel Orphan Airlift Praised 
By HERB STOENNER 

Denver Post Staff Writer 
The closing of Continental Care Center 

Saturday from a halfway house for or-
phans airlifted from Vietnam marks the 
end of a highly complex, rumor-ridden and 
emotional venture into humanitarianism. 

In its wake are happy adoptive parents. 
disgruntled adults who had hoped to adopt 
and were still on the waiting list and. pos-
sibly, legal questions for the future. 

And from those responding lo questions 
about the project. there has been high 
praise for the work of the two lay. facili-
tating agencies that caught the brunt of 

I; the emergency with the fall of Saigon. 
They had been accustomed to bringing out 
orphans one at a time until the mass 

!;exodus. 
"We 're out of business now, and we've 

closed shop," said an aide of Frjends of 
,.._ Children of Vietnam in Denver. The other 
L/ agency is Friends for All Children in 

Boulder. 
The agencies said that if credit is due, 

it belongs to institutions and other agen-
cies who helped and to 2,950 dedicated 
volunteers. 

Red Cross Praise 
James Williams, assistant director of 

- r • _,..,,..;...,!ln R.P..d 

lOLJS auo JO-j 

09 UaAq l.,uoa 

children were abo;ird that plane. so chil-
dren had to be held in Denver until more 
papers were reconstructed in Saigon. 

Both children's agencies denied that the 
orphans were flown to Denver without a 
home to go to. At least, the homes for the 
children were ' •in process." Most of the 
children were on their way to homes .in 
two or three days, the agencies said. 

Williams also explained that Red Cross 
had a philosophical problem in entering 
this project. He said that the problem 
related to one of the Geneva Convention 
rulings that children in war-torn countries 
were to be left .in the country, but Red 
Cross entered on an emergency basis to 
relieve suffering. 

Miss Ava Snook, adoption consultant for 
the State of Colorado who was involved 
in the project, said that it is terriblv im-
portant that records on .these children 
exist and that they are correct because of 
possible future suits. 

Therefore, she defended some delays in 
processing of children because she said 
that the required home visits take time. 

Ms. Pat Dempsey, volunteer working in 
funding for Friends of All Children in 
Boulder. said that most of the children 
airlifted by her agency were under one 
year. She described the process briefly. 

The children would be checked out 
Vietnam, and the lists of 

F ''~ 

legal paper work. The Boulder agency lost 
143 children in that crash. 

:Vlrs. Shirley Barnes. executi\'e director 
of Continental Care. provided an excellent 
example of community cooperation in the 
,roject. Because the center wasn't quite 
ready to open as a nursing home. Mrs. 
Barnes acquired the permission of . her 
landlords to offer the half-furnished facili-
ties to the children of Vietnam. There were 
beds but no furniture. The offer was made 
rent-free, and Mrs. Barnes was present 
daily to offer her expertise to volunteers 
appearing at the center. Mrs. Barnes. a 
former surgeon-general assistant. helped 
in the French evacuation of Vietnam 22 
years ago. 

'Definite Destinations' 
Mrs. Cheryl Markson, executive director 

of the Denver-based Friends of Children 
of Vietnam. said that no other flights of 
orphans were involved except those ap-
pearing in news stories. and she said that 
most of the children landing in Denver had 
definite destinations. although some had 
processing problems and time-consuming 
home visit delays . Children from thls 
agency were taken to Life Center, 5775 E. 
8th Ave 

Mrs. Markson called the pressure of the 
airlift tremendous and the experience re-
warding. 
.i And for those not involved in the proj-

t. she alluded to large hidden costs in 
e airlift project . . . expanded agency 
affs. employment of pr-0fessional socia l 
·orkers to do home visits . transportation 

:osts. housekeeping costs such as laundry 
... md e n o r m o u s long-distance phone 
~barges involved in completing arrange-
ments. 

·••••••••••••••• .. •••SJ8.MSUlf UU'tf In a story about airlift volunteers which 
,:J..appeared last Thursday in the Living '75 

section of The Denver Post. the affi liation 
of Mrs. Susan Taylor was incorrectly stat-
ed. Mrs . Taylor. a nurse and administra-
tive officer al Lfe Center. represents 
Friend~ of the Children of Vietnam. not 
Friends for All Children rn Boulder. 
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f DENVE.R, ·aoutDER VIEW 

Viet .Orphan A.irlitt. Praised 
By HERB STOENNER 

Denver Post Staff Writer 
children were aboai:l that ~lane, so c,hil- legal ;aper woi:,k. The Boulder agency 1~ 
dren had to be held in Denver until more ·143 children in that crash. · 

The conversion of Continental Care papers were· reconstructed . in Saigon. Mrs. Shirley Barnes, executive director 
Center Saturday from a halfway house to Both children's !lgencies denied that the of Continental Care, provided an excellent 
homes for orphans airlifted from Vietnam orphans were flowll to Denver wiUiout a example of community cooperation in tqe 
marks the end of a highly complex, home to go to. At least, the· homes for the Jroject. Because the center wasn't quite 
rumor-ridden and emotional venture into children were. "in process." Most of the ready to open as a nursing home, Mrs. 
humanitarianism. children were ,on then: way •to · homes fa Barnes acquired the permission -of her 

In its wa.ke ' are happy adoptive parents, two or three days, the agencies said. landlords to offer the half-furnished facili-
disgruntled adults who had hoped to adopt Williams also explained that Red Cross ties to the children of Vietnam. There-were 
and were still on the waiting list and, pos- had a philosphical problem in entering beds but no furniture. The offer was made 
sibly, legal questions for the future. this project. He said that the problem rent-free, and Mrs. Barnes was present' 

And from · those responding to questions related to one .of tile Geneva Convention · daily to offer her expertise to volunteer1 
about the project, there • has been • high rulings that children in war-tom countries appearing atsthe center. Mrs. Barnes, )I 
praise for the work of the two lay, facili- were to be left in the . country, but Red former surgeon-general assistant, belpe.d 

,... tating agencies that caught the brunt of Cross entered on an emergency basis to in the French evacuation of Vietnam 22 
v the emergency with the fall of Saigon. relieve suffering. ' · yeai:s ago. 

They had been accustomed to bringing out Miss Ava Snook, adopUon consultant for · 
,...orphans one at a time .until the mass the State of Colorado who was involved 'Definite Destinations' ...,. 
Vexodus. / . in the project, said that it is terribly im- Mrs. Cheryl Markson, executive director 

"We're out of business now, and we've portant that records on these children of the Denver-based Friends of Children 
closed shop,'.' said an aide of Friends of exist and that they are correct because of of Vietnam, said that no other flights of 

!;Children of Vietnam in Denver. The other possible future suits. orphans were involved except those ap. 
agency is Friends for· All , Children in Therefore, she defended some delays in ,pearing in news stories, and she said that 
Boulder. · processing of children because she said most of the children landing in Denver had 

The agencies said that If credit· ts· due, that the required home visits take time. definite destinations, although some baJI 
it belongs to institutions and other. agen- Ms. Pat Dempsey, volunteer working in processing problems and time-consuming 
cies who helped and to 2,950 dedicate4 .funding for: -Friends of All Children in borne visit delays. Children from thi1 
:voluntee:rs. Boulder, said · that most of · the children agency were taken to Life Center, 5775 

Red Cross Praise · airlifted . by her agen~y ·were unqer one 8th Ave 
_year. She ~escribed the process briefly. · Mrs. Markson called the pressure of the ·. 

James Williams, assiJ;tant 'director of The children . would ' be checked out airlift tremendous and the experience re-
the Mile High Chapter of Amedcan Red phys.ically- in Vietnam', and the , lists · of , warding. · · . 0 

Cross, said he felt the two ·agencies had ~pprov~d adoptive families ~uld be 'stud- And for those llOt Involved in the proJ-
done an excellent job of arrangements- led. This would take Into account the pref- ect, she alluded to large bidden costs in 
despite some complaints of mis- er~ces. o~ ,the ' f~y. 'Generally girls, .: tlie airlift project ••. expanded. agency 
management-considering t h e circum- r8:C1ally mixed children and younger oneS" staffs, .employment of professional socil{I 
stances under which they were forced to were preferr~; ' . workers to do home ·vis.its, transportati°'1 
operate. · If the_ ad~ptive family approved, an ;at- costs., housekeeping costs such as laundry 

Red Cross worked through these agen- tomey m V1etn11rn 1Would adopt the child, and e n o r m o u s long-qistance· . phone 
cies because they .had been , at work in and an · ,uomey , in the United States . cllarges involved ·m completing arrange-
Saigon before the emergency began. · would adopt the. cluld for the family. The ments. . 

There ·had been re~rts of cha9s in the family would pay · all attorney fees aqd In a story about airlift volunteers wbiclt 
baby ."receiving clinics (denied), nonor- transport charges. . _ appea~ last Thursday in the Living '75 
phans being transported (officially denied Ms. Dem~y said that all their section of The Denver Post, the' affiliation 
in media stt>ries), delays hi processing the agency's children had destinations, even of Mrs. Susan Taylor was incorrectly stat-
children and children landing jn Denver those who were being moved to foreign ed. Mrs. Taylor, a nurse and administra-
with no home to go ~- . ' . . · : · , countries. tive officer at Life Center, represent. 

Williams said he vi.sited the clinics to H ·.;, , ··s . . Friends of the Children ·of Vietnam, .rult 
check on the purported "chaos" but : 0'5pita tep . Friends for All Children In Boulder, · · • 
couldl\'t siibstantiate the reports in view · She said that on arrival In Denver their ·, 
of the dedication of the volunteers. He -children would go to the Continental 
also said that·the children arrived in fair- Care Center, 2201 Downing St., for exami-
ly good condition and 'that he saw most of nation and · processing, and if medical 
their legal papers. He· believes the per- problems were found, the dilldren would 
centage of children arriving in . Denver be moved directly to the ·hospitals. On 
who weren't headed for homes was very behalf of -her agency, 'she thanked the 
slight. many· Denver ,. pediatricians who volun-

He said most of the clinic reports relat- teered their services. · · 
ed to medical care, and he apologized for She said that · one flight of -children on an oversight in not mentioning Children's the way. to , Italy had ·been recalled to 
Hospital in an earlier listing of hospitals Denver because some doubts had arisen 
that helped. Children's handled 20 cases. that these children . might ·end -up in 
He said all hospitals in 'Denver offered orphanages ~ead of homes· because · of 
help but !l,Ot all were used. . the economic · conditions. After the family 
'U "d bl D I , placements were :co~- the flight navo1 a a- e ays · resumed. : ~· ·.. · . 
Williams said there were Sj)me unavoid- ~e said that the· wbot( staff of·Friends 

able delays as , in the crash of an airlift for All Children flew to the West Coast 
plane in . Vietnam. Legal -papers for the after the plane . crash to help . with . the · 
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DlN\V-t'r Pos+--
r,J 5 / 2-0 (,0 Volu_nteersExhgus!edJ 

,. . Bl:' 'ifuR~ STOENNER 
-~ _ i, Denver-Post Staff Writer _-.,.,, 

, ,; They'~e all "dead tired"...:.the 2,950 ~d . 
•~unteers m ~e Denver area who have l>eet 
,, '\f~rklng the_ la~. six ;weeks to help'resettlel 
t 1llltne1~ss .y1etnam·.children, according to' 
~e Mile High American Red Cross office. l 

r. -•Jiany volunteers bold full-time jobs "buti 
t!tye. called _at iµiy hour 'or°the hight: 
;• ,..~ notifie<i that· babies-were on:•planes· 
f '¥1mg,toJ:>enver, ofte~_af 4 a.in.~- - :·•·, l 
J ,!dr~: -Martha "Chapman on the staff :01· 
,,t~({Mile High-chapter said, "It was such' 
~-!1 v.:onder_ful exp~_ence, l'J!l sure we'd ,11111 

i9,it all ov~r again," she Said. "I hope io1 
;,g~f some sleep this weekend." ,;,. ec,·:w· ;>;--~ r •l';or_ Red Cross the project .. meant _a, 
,~1~g,sb~s crunch on an emergency:.basis. 
t?ilmes · Wtlliafi:l, assistant :manager . oUhe 
~c~a¢';r,_ e:'Pl.mned that the chljpter had __ 12l 
~l\:s ,:notice _ tli_ 0 ~et _,up thr_ee- -re~ivjng' ~s, ,tor :,b!ib1e!f, .,-~cquire ,,medfcaJ , e, bll!_Dltets __ ;·and . disposable d_i · apers! t them)_ Jmd_ arrange-ior -volun-

~e ~t -the :babies never ~woilld 
le. '':';! ;' " '-. c"r; 
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·aut· Viet :aaby Work Wortfi .. l( 
•: Anamore recen y, the project became Willia~ put it this' way-at a sma11 ~nfer• . learned to . love them .Qltickly witll ·_thei~ : agencies and their voiunteers, the receiv• 

· ''"" t d · ·ect I d. , ' · ' . '_'big, dark eyes.". ·' . •. · -~ .- · ~g clinics, and Red Cross vo!unt~ers. . 1 more complicated because "~ oma °, ID ence of proJ_ e1a ers. .. : : . • . ,• "Instal\t motherhood, I like it," said ·one ;-Mrs. Susan Taylor, a : pediatncs . nurse 
· i: ··0maha, Neb., also 'required Red Cross at- 'J!1e cash. cost of .the r:esettling_ P~Ject woman In the military services. · and also allied with Friends of Children of 
11 tention. worth·. ~/ ~, ~~l~t~r? runs to a~ '$9,(0) "which.:_ ~temational And, some young men from Lowry Air_ Vi_etnam, said ·that th~ . children ru:nved 
i What is th)l .• • Red Cross will pay. But, be Sllld that v~l- Force Base who •bad never changed · a mostly in good condition and Wtthoutl 

:unteers in the Denv8!' .. 11:ea alone put ID O diaper . enjoyed holding the babies after serious problem~, . although many bad _ 
35,000 hours and If this time were figured how-to-do-it briefings. •. . _ colds. . 
at the mmimum wage, .,the cost of tile " 'Mrs. Chapman said that the most excit- _ Jaines Hudson of the· Red Cross staf~ 
project would be a,bout $110,000. · · · iiig •part. of the· whole project · was· the. said that 'some ·a,ooo children had been 

Mis. Chl\pman gauged the . value of a _'tremendous cooperation and· dedication -of . _processed in the United States . and of, 
voiunteer anotller ·wayt "If ·,you're ·a·_· the volunteers: .- ; · •·,· ·• ·· these' Denver received 600. Denver' 
frightened child ill neejl of ·a. home 'and 1- • •. ., , ._, • , • received more than·most cities, apparentj 
are half · ·way ' atound ,.the · world from . Volunteer Help . . : ly'be·cause ·two Vietnam children's agen-

1 home, uJ volunteer offers you ·security-a Among them she 'listed personnel of the cies are . fieadquartered in Denver aµd 
shoulder ,where' you,, can put Y?ur _head/' . airlines, Stapleton .International Airport, 'Boulder. . . . . j 
sbe said. _. · ,. . _ . .. • . ,· ·. , Fitzsimons Army_ Medical Cent~r, Lo'!fY ~ gt._Don_alt!_l.i_!l!!_ser_ of ,F'.!tzs1~ 
· She said that volunteers· found that they . Denver :Police Department, · " J1llopt10ll 

had to hold Uie clii!dren" sometimeldour, ' . •' . . r I 

· or six _hours between p1ane.s; jf.•Den_- verJ~~ - - , 
.'weren't tbe· final destinlition ·(some were 
on their way . to Italy, other places in 

·,EuropeorNew ,York). 11·,, .. \ ··.'.:~ 
1 

. Mrs. Chapman. •said tiils . dellgbted the1 \ 
volunteers but the hard part was to give I 

- ", :-, .,.,, •• .,, i"'""' \ 

' participated In e conference. -Sgt . . Lindse~ ~~'!:r:! 
I He and Hudson ~d many of , :e~ouse unless he 

I the operational details. brought home one of these 
Togethe: th~y recalled unusu- babies for their family. 

I al happemngs In the baby proj. There· was a flap among I ect and they laughed heartily at _-__ _ 
' some through _their -wearln~.

1 

volunteers at_ one time over the 
, Here are a few• apparent disappearance of a 

-A Fitzsimoils van ready .to , twin baby at the airport despite 
move babies broke down In the the tight security accompanying 
middle-of the night at Stapleton , the project. The missing twin 
Airport for lack of a fan belt. It I had been moved Inadvertently 
was • decl!ied that a pair of · to one of the clinics. 
pantyhose would ease the emer- ' (Security wa:s strict because 
gency. A prowl of the airllc:'i:1 of an lncideot In San Franci~ 
concourses began and a mill- co when a woman· used two 
tary woman supplied the panty- blankets and concealed a sec-
hose. The babies were delivered ond baby In one of them. E~ 
to their destinations and the corts and those meeting the 
mission was accomplished. The babies had _ to be identified in J 

WAC was also paid f; :er tlo:s. ~dvance. Hudson, who met 
-A volunteer wor e a er very plane bringing babies to 

job in the daytime on the I ~ver, said .he was baned at 
baby project at rught and one flight because he hadn't I 
refused to give up. :;he fainted I been properly identified In ad-
twice at Stapleton ~m fati,gue. vance) 
(It should be mentioned that a j ~e of the best volunteers 
number of volunteers were . P8Y'- at Fitzsimons was a Vietnam-
Ing baby sitters $8 a day so ese male student who, In addi-
tbat they could _be free to work tion to being generous with his 
on the bab roJect). 1 time, had an inordinate ability 

to calm frightened children 
because he spoke their lan-
guage. 
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Denver Post Photo by Dllane Howell . 
"t lCElLY 1 GIPE, 8, HOLDS LAST 'VIETNAMESE ORPHAN TO LEAVE THE CENTER 

, 1Bdby· was scheduled•to-·go . to : Boulder. Kelly was .helping at ·the center. 
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