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"'Supply, Credit Fail in
2 Both Roles, Critics Say

b_ .. BYPAULE. STEIGER -

Times Staff Writer

{f WASHINGTON—A frequent ritual
0

r any President's economic advisers
is to take a short trip from the White
[House down Constitution Ave. and
have lunch at the marble-hewn head-
guarters of the Federal Reserve Syq-
ftem. 5

"The food is always good,” says a
nan who has made the trip many
times, "but on the whole you don't
get very much information."

Nobody gets very much informa-
tion from the Federal Reserve,

¢ Its 19 leaders—the seven members
of ‘the board' of governors and the
présidents of the 12 Federal Reserve
banks—meet here every four weeks
~ behind closed doors.

Their decisions, taken in secret
touch ‘the lives and livelihoods of all
-200 ‘million Americans, not to men-
tion countless other people from Lon-
don to Tokyo. But until the decisions
are released to the public, 45 days af-

ter they are made, even a President

can have trouble finding out exactly
'what they are,

' oday, economists and political
leaders alike are paying increasing
attention to the activities of these 19
men. For while the White House and
Congress wrestle in public over the
shape of tax cuts and spending pro-

' ;grams needed to-guide the economy

onto-a:smoother path, many are com-

: :ing {o believe that the decisjons the
- Federal Reserve is making in private

aye even more important. SEh

echnic al-sounding mysteries as. re
) serve Tatios, discount rates,
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g ﬂ T ToATRAT PRARaTIARG the Tade

: fghx_‘ough ‘their mastery of such :

ON DOOMED FLIGHT —Vietnamese orphans with  that crashed near :Saigon shortly after this photo

their bottles are dwarfed by seats of a C-5A plane  was tzken. Below, crash site with burning wreckage.
AP Wirephoto

Help or Earn

Traitor

L abel--Thieu to US.

Loss of Support Has Caused Loss of
Morale, He Says; Won't Step Down’

i From Times Wire Services

SAIGON—President Nguyen Van Thieu said Friday the United States must
honor its pledges of aid to South Vietnam or American would eain "the label of

Plane Carrying

Viet Orphans

Crashes; 178 Die

From Times Wire Services

SAIGON—The first official US,
mercy airlift of Vietnamese war or-
phans ended in flaming disaster Fri-
day when an Air Force cargo plane
carrying 305 persons crashed in a
rice paddy. Washington military ‘offi-
cials suspected sabotage.

The US. Embassy said that at least -

178 persons, most of them orphans 8
months to 1 year old, died in the
crash of the C-5A Galaxy, the world's
largest airplane.

It was the first of the flights or-
dered by President Ford to bring 2,-
000 Vietnamese orphans to new
homes in the United States. Mr. Ford
and his wife had planned to be at
Travis Air Force Base, Calif, when
the Galaxy transport arrived Monday.

He said the airlift would continue
despite the tragedy.

The plane slashed to earth 114
miles from Tan Son Nhut air base
with the pilot trying a desperate pan-
cake landing in a rice paddy just 35
minutes ai‘er it had taken off. The
plane had risen to 23,000 feet and
was about 18 miles northeast of Sai.

traitors." .

In an hour-long address that broke
a two-week silence on the Commu-
nist offensive, Thieu ordered forma-
tion of a new government, resisting
continuing demands that he atep
down to open the way for a political
grouping that might deal with the
Communist side and reach a negotiat-
ed settlement of the war.

Thieu said that in an effort to re-
build morale and fighting spirit
among the South Vietnamese, he had
acceptéd the resignation of Prime
Minister Tran Thien Khiem and his
cabinet.

Nguyen Ba Can, chairman of the
National Assembly since 1972, had
agreed to become prinie rinister and
form a new government, he said. Can
is regarded by Saigon' politicians as
right wing and a supporter of Thieu.

- In his speech, Thieu put much of
the blame for South Vietnam's set-
backs on the United States, charging
America -had -let the Communists
bring all the arms znd men into
South Vietnam for the offensive
while not replacing Saigon’s losses.

"We might say directly that the
battlefield situation which recently
occurred, of course was thr ough
weakness," he said.

"We also have to admit that the
spirit of the people of Scuth Vietnam
has been undermined for more than
one year since they saw the neople of
the United States not only did noth-
ing but have contributed to it by let-
ting the Communists infiltrate Jicre.
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Plane Carrying 243

Ceausescu Arrives
For 6-Day State Visit

Romanian  President Ni-
colae Ceausescu arrived here
Friday for a six-day state vis-
it, his first to Japan.

He was accompanied by his
wife Elena, and Romanian of-
ficials, including Deputy Pre-
mier Cheorghe Oprea, For-
eign Minister Cheorghe Maco-
vescu and Chemical Industry
Minister Mihail Florescu.

President Ceausescu is the
second East European head of
state to visit Japan. President
Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia
visited Japan in 1968.

He had been scheduled to

visit Japan in May 1972. But
his visit at that time was can-
celed due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances of Japan and Ro-
mania.

Ceausescu and his party
were met at the Tokyo Inter-
national Airport by Ambassa-
dor to Romania Ryoko Ishi-
kawa and his wife; Toshio
Mitsudo, Chief of the Suite of
Honor, and his wife; Roma-
nian Ambassador Niculae Fi-
nantu and his wife; and other
officials concerned.

Following - their
Ceausescu and his party were

Romaﬁan President Nléolae Ceal;seséu (left) gnd the
Emperor drink a toast at a luncheon at the Imperial Palace

Friday.

The Emperor and Empress hosted the luncheon in

‘honor of Romanian President and Mrs. Ceausescu.

Miki, Ceausescu Seek
Economic Cooperation

Stepped-up economic coope-

In 1974, J qp_an-Romania

arrival, |

immediately escorted to the
Government Guesthouse,
where official welcoming cere-
monies were held.

The President and his wife
were received by the Emper-
or and Empress, Crown
Prince and Princess, Prime
Minister Takeo Miki and oth-
er dignitaries.

Accompanied by Prince Hi-
tachi, President Ceausescu
and his wife arrived at the
Imperial Palace at 12:30 p.m.
for a meeting with the Em-
peror and Empress.

The Emperor welcomed the
couple at the entrance of the
palace as Imperial . honor
guards played music.

In receiving the Romanian
head of state and Mrs. Ceau-
sescu, the Emperor presented
the Grand Cordon of the
Supreme Order of Chrysanthe-
mum to the President and
gifts—an autographed photo-
graph of the Emperor and Em-
press and Japanese lacquer
ware to the President and a
handbhag to Mrs. Ceausescu.

In return, the Romanian
President presented to the
Emperor the Romanian De-
coration of Star "First Class.

They talked for about 20
minutes in an amicable atmo-
sphere.

The luncheon hosted by the
Emperor and Empress started
at 1 p.m., with the presiden-
tial suite and 122 Japanese

Continued on Page 4

Miyazawa Admits

N. Viet Talks Fail
Foreign Minister  Kiichi

Miyazawa admitted Friday at

S. Vietnar
To Comm

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (Kyodo-
Reuter) — President Gerald
Ford said Thursday he did not
anticipate the fall of Vietnam
to the Communists, but he
acknowledged the situation was
grim and regretted he did not
have the military power at his
disposal to deter further ag-
gression.

He told a press conference
he still intended to press Con--
gress to provide $300 million
in emergency military aid to
the beleaguered Saigon Gov-
ernment. :

But the first priority he

stressed was the need to help
Vietnamese refugees, and he -
announced emergency mea-

sures to evacuate as many as
possible on U.S. Navy ships
and giant C-5A transport
planes.

The Presxdent disclosed that
he had set aside $2,000,00C in
special foreign aid funds to

fly 2,000 South Vietnamese or- -

phans to the United States as
soon as possible,

He said he had directed all
available naval ships to stand
off Indochina to do whatever
was necessary to assist in the
evacuation of refugees.

He had also ordered that
the C-5A transport plane. and
other aircraft be sent to Sai-.
gon to bring out orphans and
appealed to the United Na-
tions to use its moral in-
fluence to permit innocent
people to leave.

Red Cross Will

Send Aid to Vleté

The Japanese Red Cross has
made arrangements fo send
relief goods for refugees in
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g 243 Orphans Crashes

S. Vietnam Will Not Fall Over 100 Survive;
To Communaists: Ford

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (Kyodo-
Reuter) — President Gerald
Ford said Thursday he did not
anticipate the fall of Vietnam
to the Communists, but he
acknowledged the situation was

grim and regretted he did not -

have the military power at his
disposal to deter further ag-
gression.

He told a press conference

he still intended to press Con--

gress to provide $300 million
in emergency military aid fo
the beleaguered Saigon Gov-
ernment.

But the first priority he
stressed was the need to help

Vietnamese refugees, and he
announced emergency mea-

sures to evacuate as many as
possible on U.S. Navy ships
and giant C-5A transport
planes. . i

The President disclosed that
he had set aside $2,000,00C in
special foreign aid funds to

fly 2,000 South Vietnamese or- -

phans to the United States as
soon as possible.

He said he had directed all
available naval ships to stand
off Indochina to do whatever
was necessary to assist in the
evacuation of refugees.

He had also ordered that
the C-5A trapsport plane. and
other aircraft be sent to Sai-
gon to bring out orphans and

appealed to the United Na- -

tions to use its moral in-
fluence to permit innocent
people to leave.

Red Cross Wilf.—x

l’?fover_nment troops _supported |
.

Send Aid to Vleig“

The Japanese Red Cross has
made arrangements to Send
relief goods for refugees jn
South Vietnam through th

e ARSIl SHLELATAR T N TR

“And we call on North Viet-
nam to permit the movement
of refugees to areas of their
choice.”

Ford expressed dismay that
South Vietnamese President
Nguyen Van Thieu had not in-
formed him in advance of the
retreat he ordered and which

~ has led to lightening Commu-

nist successes and the mass
flight of panicky refugees.
Asked why President Thieu
had not told him about his
plans, Ford sharply stated it

‘was up to the South Vietnam-

ese leader to reply.

At the same time, Ford said
he had no intention of sug-
gesting that President Thieu
should resign even though it

could lead to a cease-fire
which would permit the evac-
uation of refugees.

He said it was not for him
to tell President Thieu what
to do and in any case he did
not believe that humanitarian
efforts by the United States
would be affected by whoever
was the President of South
Vietnam. p

News executives addressed
by the President earlier in
the day reported he had said
that President Thiea had
made a unilateral decision to
execute a poorly planned and
unnecessary pullback from
the central highlands and oth-

‘ Continued ‘on Page 4

S. Viétnam Forces

Repulse Red Attack

SAIGON (Kyodo-Reuter) —
The Saigon command Friday
reported heavy fighting in

' coastal .areas after days of

abandoning towns to Com-
munist forces with troops and
civilians in disorder.

News of the apparent stiff-
ening of resistance came as
the ~ Government announced
that it had foiled an attempted
military coup. Reliable sources
said seven people including
Some high-ranking officers,
had peen arrested.

A military spokesman said

Strikes and a naval
ent had repulsed a

mb:

Co ist attack on Phan
Rang@about 270 kilometers east
of Hre on the South China

U.S. Navy Task Force
SAIGON (Kyodo-Reuter) —
An American Navy task force
ordered to South Vietnam by
President Gerald Ford was
loading refugees from the port
of Phan Rang after some rock-
et fire from the shore forced
them away from another city,
American officials said Friday.
They said the firing came
from Cam Ranh, one of a suc-
cession of coastal cities aban-
doned by the Saigon Govern-
ment. _ A
" None of the various ships in
the area had been hit, the offi-

4xals said. But the, rescue.op-

eration had once again been
moved further round the coast
toward Saigon, this time to
Phan Rang, some 270 kilome-
ters from the capital.

[, SPRRPR T B P IS B B B Tr o~

296 Were

Aboard

SAIGON (AP) — A giant U.S. Air Force C5A
Galaxy transport crashed in flames Friday with 296
persons aboard, including 243 Vietnamese orphans
that were being flown to the Philippines and the
United States, the U.S. Embassy announced.

The embassy said first re-
ports indicated possibly 100 of
the children and 10 to 15 adults
survived. Authorities at a hos-
pital said 63 babies, eight crew-
men and another adult were
brought there alive and more
surVivors were on the way.

An embassy spokesman said
the plane was carrying 243 or-
phans, 43 persons escorting the
children, and an Air Force
crew of 10.

He said most of the escorts
were Americans, members of
the families of Defense Depart-

‘ment employees attached to

the embassy, and that the rest
were Australians.

The pilot was among the sur-
vivors, the spokesman said.

Aviation officials said the
pilot reported decompression
problems about 30 kilometers
northeast of Tan Son Nhut Air-
port and was returning there
when the left wing caught fire
and exploded.

The pilot said the decompres-
sion problem was caused by a
malfunction in the rear loading

‘door.

The plane, the biggest in the
world, went down on the east
bank of the Saigon River, then
bounced across at a point
where the channel is 150 to 200
meters wide.

Helicopters from Air Ameri-
ca, the American charter air-
line, and the South Vietnamese
Air Force picked up the sur-
vivors and rushed them to the
Seventh Day Adventist Hos-
pital in Saigon.” .

The U.S. Air Force had rush-
ed the big plane to Saigon

that normally accommodate
three adults on the upper pas-
senger deck; strapped to the
floor on the lower cargo deck.

Many screamed in fright as
the big plane was loaded.
Others slept in the arms of
some of the relief workers ac-
companying them.

The $56 million C5A Galaxy
is manufactured by Lockheed
and is 248 feet long, has a 223-
foot wingspan and stands as
high as a six-story building.

The Air Force began flying
the plane in June 1970, and it
made a valuable contribution
to the Vietnam war by hauling
heavy equipment speedily to
the war zone. But it has been
plagued by wing cracks and
still flies under weight restric-
tions. ‘

The Galaxy was grounded
for a time in-1971 after one of
the four engines tore loose as
one of the planes was prepar-
ing to take off from Altus Air
Force Base in Oklahoma.

The first crash of a C5 was
near Clinton, Okla., on Sept.
27, 1974.

Miki Meets Premier
Of West Australia

Visiting Premier . Charles
Court of Western Australia
paid a courtesy call on Prime
Minister Takeo Miki at his of-
ficial residence Friday.

Kazuo Tamaki, an Upper
House Dietman who is also-a
member of the Japan-Austra-
lia Dietmen’s League, was

nracant at tha moatineg






AP Radiophoto

Nurses Myrna Fisher (left) and cousin Mary Fisher hold six of 55 Vietnamese orphans
who were flown into Oakland late Wednesday night. They are shown with the orphans at the
home of Myrna Fisher’s sister in Sacramento, Calif. Thursday morning. Two of the babies will
stay in Sacramento and the other four will be taken to the Los Angeles area.

Americans Enthuse Over ‘Orphans’

NEW YORK (AP) — “This
has been a great outpouring
of human compassion,” said
Elizabeth Manning, one of the
many persons working, volun-
teering aid, cash and homes
for thousands of Vietnamese
orphan refugees.

The first 58 of an estimated
2,000 South Vietnamese or-
phans arrived in Oakland, Ca-
lif., Wednesday night. Four
were hospitalized and some
were taken to homes of their
adoptive ~ parents Thursday
morning

The others were moved to
the San Francisco Presidio,
an Army facility near the
Golden Gate Bridge.

They spent much of Thurs-
day in wide-eyed wonder, get-
ting their first taste of Amer-
jca. Many went wheeling
around on tricycles, tossing
rubber balls and basketballs
and playing with military po-
licemen. Volunteer women
cradled sleeping babies and
cooed to them.

Across the nation, adoption
agencies, church groups and
state welfare organizations re-
ported receiving thousands of
telephone calls offering cash
donations or adoption of the
children. Mrs. Manning, of
Catholic Services ini. Miami,

said, “this situation has
touched everyone.”

In their homeland, Vietnam-
ese mothers were tearfully of-
fering their children for adop-
tion in hopes the girls and
boys could get to the United
States before the rest of the
Southeast Asian nation fell to
North Vietnamese-led forces.

In Saigon, Nguyen Thi Liem
said, “I don't want my babies
to die,” and burst into tears
after signing a waiver giving
up her three children in hopes
they will be taken to the
United States for adoption and
safety.

The  28-year-old mother
said in halting English
learned in a decade of living
with Americans that two of
her children were fathered by
Americans.

“Maybe some day, the VC
(Viet Cong) be here. My chil-
dren die. Maybe rocket.
Maybe bomb. Maybe they
kill,” she said.

She turned custody of the
three children over to the
Vietnam-American Children’s

Fund — an organization back

‘ed by an American adoptior

agency, Welcome House, o
Doylestown, Pa. VACF runs
two children’s homes in Sai
gon. :

Victor Srinivasan, director
of the two VACF homes, said
the chances are slim that
Liem’s waiver will be accept-
ed and her youngsters will go
to the United States.

Srinivasan said the ap-
proach of the Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese forces had
sent mothers flocking to or-
phanages trying to get their
children accepted for transfer
to the United States.

“We just don’t know how
much longer we’ll be ‘able to
operate in South Vietnam. We
want to get as many chil-
dren out as we can,” said
Cheryl Markins, executive di-
rector of Friends of Children
of Vietnam.

The $2 million evacuation
program for the orphans is
being operated by the U.S.
Agency for Internationl Devel-
opment,

8,000 ROK Student:
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JIE ON BABYLIFT

Suspect Sabotage' i Crash

WASHINGTON (AP)
—Military sources said
Friday there was a
“definite possibility”
that sabotage might
‘have caused the crash
of a C5A transport
plane loaded with
South Vietnamese or-
phans.

They said there is sus--

picion of possible sabotage
because the cargo doors of
C5As are so built that the
pilot’s controls should not
be affected if the doors
blow out.

A team of Air Force experts
will investigate this and other
possibilities when it visits the
crash site probably Saturday.
The team is coming from Thai-
land.

The report came as govern-
ment officials said the airlift of
Vietnamese to the United
States will continue despite the
tragic crash.

The Pentagon reported ear-
lier that the pilot of the stricken
C5A which crashed near the Sai-
gon airport said he lost all
elevator, rudder and flap con-

(Continued on Back Page, Col. 4)

ANGUISH SHOWS ON THE FACES OF WOMEN CARRYING BABIES WHO SURVIVED THE CRASH.
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stigate™ this and ot "
possibilities when it visits the
crash site probably Saturday.
The team is coming from Thai-
land.

The report came as govern-
ment officials said the airlift of
Vietnamese to the United
States will continue despite the
tragic crash.

The Pentagon reported ear-
lier that the pilot of the stricken
C5A which crashed near the Sai-
gon airport said he lost all
elevator, rudder and flap con-

(Continued on Back Page, Col. 4)
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ANGUISH SHOWS ON THE FACES OF WOMEN CARRYING BABIES WHO SURVIVED THE CRASH.

Nearly 8 Mil. Jobless

8.7% Out of Work

—Highest

WASHINGTON (UPI) —
Unemployment hit a 34-year
high of 8.7 per cent in March, .}
with nearly 8 million persons
out of work, the government
reported Friday.

It said another half million .
persons joined the unemploy-
ment rolls in March, raising the

Related story, Page 3

jobless rate 0.5 per cent above
the 8.2 per cent recorded in
January and February.

But the official unemploy-
ment figures told only part of
the hard times story and the
Labor Department filled in the
rest with statistics on Ameri-
ca’s five miliion ‘*‘hidden
unemployed”.

The report said 3.9 million
jobseekers have settled for
part-time work out of despera-
tion and another 1.1 million
“discouraged workers” have
simply quit looking for jobs.

Since ‘41

These do not figure
unemployment statistics.

The monthly figures reflected
the highest national unemploy-
ment rate since 1941 and
confirmed President Ford’s
warning, issued Thursday
night, that there would be some
“discouraging unemployment
figures” coming up.

Blue collar workers, led by
those in the construction trades,
suffered worst, and AFL-CIO
President George Meany said
the official figures hid real
unemployment much more
severe than the official 8.7 per
cent figure.

“The actual rate of unem-
plovment is at least 9.8 per
cent” if the 1.1 million
““/discouraged workers” are
accounted for, Meany said in a
statcment.

“And the situation is even
worse if you include the 3.9

(Continued on Back Page, Col.1)

in the

SAIGON (UPI) — “Is my baby alive?”

Hundreds of American families waited in agonized suspense Fri-
day to learn if their adopted Vietnam orphans had been killed in a

plane crash while flying to their new homes.

The giant U.S. Air Force plane crowded with Viethamese war or-

phans en route to the United States in the first flight of
President Ford’s Operation Babylift crashed and burned
Friday in a muddy rice field near Saigon. More than half
of the 305 persons aboard were killed.

The U.S. embassy said at least 178 persons, most of
them orphans 8 months to 12 years old, died when the
crippled C5A Galaxy transport — the world’s largest plane

Pictures, Pages 12-13; related stories, Page 2

— crash-landed while trying to make it back to Saigon’s
Tan Son Nhut airport after two huge cargo doors blew
off in flight.

A U.S. Embassy spokesmen said at least 100 of the
243 orphans aboard and up to 20 adults survived the
crash — the worst disaster in U.S. aviation history.

It was believed at least some of the victims were
sucked out of the plane when the cargo doors blew off,
suddenly decompressing the plane. Most passengers were
strapped in, however, and the decompression tore off
their clothing. A hospital doctor said almost all the dead
brought in were naked.

President Ford had planned to greet the orphans
when they arrived at Travis Air Force Base in California
after a stopover at Clark Field in the Philippines.

Deeply saddened over the crash, President Ford said

(Continued on Back Page, Col. 3)

Cash Needed

For Refugees

By JIM LEA
S&S Staff Writer

TOKYO — American Red
Cross (ARC) officials here told
Pacific Stars and Stripes Friday
that Red Cross offices through-
out the Pacific are geared to ac-
cept donations of cash to relieve
the suffering of South Vietnam-
ese and Cambodian refugees
fleeing Communist offensives in
Indochina.

Eugene Burke, ARC regional
director, said field offices will
accept money in behalf of Red
Cross refugee operations in
Southeast Asia. He said dona-
tions could either be brought to
field offices or could be mailed.

Burke stressed that only cash
donations are being accepted.

“We just don’t have the facil-
ities for gathering, storing and
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 2)
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point in his hour-
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f Prime Minister
Khiem and his

Can, chairman of

the National Assembly since
1972, had agreed to become
prime minister and form a new
government, he said. Can is
regarded by Saigon politicians
as right wing and a supporter
of Thieu.

In Paris, the Viet Cong’s
Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment condemned the Saigon
government shakeup as ‘“‘just
one more political maneuver”
by Thieu.

U.S. Army chief of staff Gen.
Frederick C. Weyand said
before returning to the United
States to report to President
Ford on his week-long evalua-
tion visit, that he agreed fully
with Thieu’s military strategy.

Abandonment of northern
South Vietnam without a fight
was “‘a sound strategic action,”
he told newsmen. “The North
Vietnamese army can be
defeated.”

Thiew’s speech came several
hours after his government
claimed to have broken up the
second plot in a week to oust
the president in a coup.

On the war front, Communist
gunners Friday fired five
107mm rockets into Can Tho,
the Mekong Delta’s largest city,
75 miles southwest of Saigon.
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collar workers rose to a record
12.5 per cent in March. The

‘rate for construction workers

hit 18.1 per cent and the rate
for manufacturing workers rose
to 11.4 per cent.

Among nonwhite workers, the
jobless rate for March was 14.2
per cent.

The rate for heads of
households was 5.8 per cent.

The report also included the
Labor department’s quarterly
commentary on the “dis-
couraged worker” group.

“A large proportion of the
discouraged are younger or
older workers, women and
blacks —groups who experience
the greatest difficulty in finding
jobs,” the department said.

It said blacks accounted for
about 30 per cent of the
‘‘discouraged workers.”

The figures showed the
civilian labor force numbered
91,829,000 in March, with
83,849,000 holding jobs and
7,980,000 unemployed.

(Continued From Page 1)

in San Francisco: “Our mission
of mercy will continue. The sur-
vivors will be flown here when
they are physically able. Other
waiting orphans will make the
journey.”

“This tragedy must not deter
us but offer new hope for the
living,” the President said.

The embassy said that in
addition to the children—mixed-
blood orphans, most sired by
American GIs—the plane car-
ried 44 U.S. Mission escorts, 16
Air Force crewmen and two
flight nurses on its flight out of
this capital threatened by a
Communist offensive thai has
swallowed two-thirds of South
Vietnam.

“Many of those babies
survived the crash beautifully,”
said a doctor. “I carried in one
handicapped boy who still had
his crutch and brace and all he
said was he wanted to go
potty.”

The plane had taken off from
Saigon’s international airport at
4:15 p.m. After it had flown
some 40 miles, both clamshell
shaped doors at the rear of the
huge fuselage blew off in flight,
evidently damaging hydraulic
systems leading to tail controls.

Those doors are large enough
for three jeeps to be driven into
the plane abreast and when
they blew off the air pressure
inside dropped instantly. .

The pilot, who was a
survivor, said later this caused
him to have difficulty in
controlling the plane’s rate of
descent and ability to turn.

Maj. Dennis Traynor, covered
with mud but unhurt, said that
he attempted to land at the
airport he had just left. But 30
minutes after he had taken off
the plane plowed into a rice
paddy area just short of the
runway, disintegrated and burst
into flames.

A Pentagon spokesman said
the fact the pilot kept the plane
level and brought it in to a
crash-landing so that many "of
the passengers survived was ‘““a
remarkable demonstration of
flying skill.”

South Vietnamese troops
moved in quickly to seal off the
crash site, an area partially
under Communist control.

Helicopters supplied by the
United States to prosecute the
war swept in quickly, taking
out the injured first and then
the dead.

Many of the corpses were
babies who had been strapped
into the transport, which had
arrived here earlier Friday
carrying artillery pieces and
ammunition for government
soldiers fighting to stave off a
Communist takeover of this
nation which has been at war
for three decades.

Most survivors were flown by
helicopter to the Seventh Day

Adventist Hospital just outside
Tan Son Nhut airport’s main
gate. During the American
involvement here the hospital
was operated by the military
and treated thousands of
wounded Gis.

“I just can’t talk,” said an
American woman, who was an
esort on the Operation Babylift
flight, and a survivor of the
crash. “I just don’t know what
happened. It was just so fast.
All T¥ribw is we landed in a big
mud puddle and here I am
now.”

A crewman who survived, a
U.S. Air Force reservist from
California, said: “I just came
out here for the weekend.”

Some of the crewmen were
injured but all but one were
found alive by nightfall, the
U.S. Embassy said. The huge
gasoline tank on the wing of the
plane evidently ruptured at
impact, touching off a fire
which still raged when dark-
ness fell.

Fire engines could not reach
the site, a mile from the
nearest road, and not far from
the Saigon River.

At dusk South Vietnamese
soldiers had deployed around
the site, the scene of fighting
the previous night.

“I saw the airplane going up,
then suddenly swinging around
and returning,” said a govern-
ment militia man in nearby An

Hint C5A
(Continued From Page 1)
trol after what was described
as a ‘“‘massive explosive de-
compression” in the cargo com-

partment.

A spokesman said the word
explosive referred to the sud-
denness of the decompression
attributed to the blowing open
of rear cargo doors.

Answering reporters’ ques-
tions, a spokesman for Lockheed
Aircraft Corp., manufacturer of
the C5A, said the design makes it
“extremely unlikely that the
ramp doors’ blowing out would
strike the tail,” which is 30 to
40 feet above the doors. That
sparked speculation of sabato-

e.

But an Air Force official said
one of the emergency doors in
the sides of the plane might
have been sucked into the cabin
and then bounced out the back
destroying the hydraulic lines,
which run through the fuselage.

Officers familiar with the de-
sigrr of the C5A said it is possible
a saboteur could have placed
an explosive charge inside a
passage leading from the cargo
compartment to the plane’s
tail.

Other Pentagon officials who
said they are keeping an open
mind on possible cause, said

178 Die in Babylift Crash |

Phu Dong village, only five
miles north of the center of
Saigon. “It lost headway and
crashed into the swamp.”
Stunned Vietnamese soldiers
and Americans worked side by

side, carrying the mangled
bodies of babies to the
helicopters.

“All those who survived must
have been on the upper
passenger deck,”” said Dr.
William Oldham, the American
chief medical adviser to the
government of South Vietnam.
“All those below in the cargo
section must have been killed.”

“There could be people
anywhere in this grass,” said a
weary American rescue worker
at dusk, slogging through the
mud and the high grass that
grew from it. “We're going to
have to sweep this area
tomorrow.”

Pentagon officials said the
rear loading doors blew off the
Galaxy while it was flying at
23,000 feet. Officials said they
did not know what caused the
doors to blow off, but that there
was no evidence the aircraft
was fired upon from the
ground.

A US. Air Force C9 flying
ambulance was dispatched
from Clark Air Base in the
Philippines to Saigon to pick up
the most seriously injured
survivors for ferrying to the
base hospital at Clark.

Sabotage

the C5A was guarded by the
South Vietnamese while on the
ground at Tan Son Nhut air
base.

But they said there was great
confusion during the loading of
the war orphans and prepara-
tions for takeoff and they said
it was possible somebody who
wanted to damage the plane
could have -slipped aboard at
that time.

Military sources said there
had never before been a blow-
out of C5A cargo doors in the
nearly five years that the
world’s biggest cargo planes
have been in operation.

They said there have been
some incidents in which rear
cargo doors of smaller Cl141
transport planes have blown
open because of the failure of
clamps, but that pilot controls
were never harmed in these in-
cidents.

Meanwhile, airline industry
and military sources in Wash-
ington said Operation Babylift
would be back in full swing Sun-
day or Monday. Military aircraft
will fly thousands of yourgsters
from Vietnam to Clark Air
Base in the Philippines, and
civilian transport is being
arranged from Clark to the
United States.

Red Crosc Seeks Refiinee Danatinnc




| Orphans

By The Associated Press

“She is everything we ever
wanted.” =

That’s how Adele Kolinsky of
Spring -Valley, N.Y., summed
up her feelings Friday after
meeting Nguyen Thi My Huong
the three-year-old Vietnamese
girl she had adopted.

The girl, whose new name
will be Robyn Lan, arrived at

New York’s La Guardia Airport .

early Friday. She was one of
more than 50 children who ar-
rived safely in this country en
Thursday after a World Air-
ways flight from Saigon.

Friday was a day of joy and
laughter for the new parents of
these children. It was a day of
hugs and shy smiles; a day
when the face in a .picture
came to life. =

Friday brought tragically dif-
ferent news to other Americans
waiting to learn if the children
they had adopted were-aboard
an Air Force C5A that crashed
shortly after takeoff from Sai-
gon early Friday.

The plane carried 243 Viet-

namese orphans and 62 adults.
More than half the orphans
were killed.

“We don’t know if he’s on the
plane or what,” said David
Shakow of Mechanicville, N.Y.,
referring to the 13-month-old
Vietnamese boy he is trying to
adopt. %

Shakow, 32, said he and his
wife had sent money for the
child’s air fare ‘“and we’re un-
der the assumption they’re go-
ing to fly him out on a com-
mercial jet.”

An air of gloom settled over
the Boulder, Colo., offices of

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Flanigan are
joy after greeting their adopted 3'5-year-old Viet-

Faces in Pictures Come to Life

Who Made It Delight New Parents

namese daughter after the tot arrived Friday in

Friends for All Children, an or-
ganization that has been work-
ing to speed evacuation of or-
phans from Saigon.

“I’'m just stunned. Stunned
and hopeful that we can evac-
uate the remaining children in
our care,” said Deanna Carnie,
assistant director of the group.

The group has found American
parents for 550 Vietnamese or-
phans. )

Officials at the U.S. Army’s
Presidio installation in San
Francisco, where the children
on the World Airways flight
had been processed, said Fri-
day morning that all of the or-

filled with LaGuardia Airport, N.Y. The Flanigans, of Edi-
son, N.J., said they will name her Kathleen Marie.

(UPI)

phans involved had left the
base for their new homes. They
declined to say exactly where
all the children were going.
Fourteen of the youngsters
were aboard an Eastern Air
Lines flight that landed in At-
lanta, Ga., early Friday. Two
of the children got off and the

Could See Hole in Back of Plane: Sgt.

By PETER O’LOUGHLIN

SAIGON (AP)—The pages of a
Donald Duck comic book flipped
in the wind.

A baby’s bottle, a flight man-
ual, cushions, clothing, and
molten pieces of metal were
scattered around in the burning
grass.

Headless bodies were buried
in the mud.

It was the crash site of a U.S.
Air Force C5A Galaxy trans-
port that was to have carried
ggs Vi‘et'pamese orphans to the

The sudden whoosh of air out
of the cabin of the plane, the
largest in the world, was the
first sign of the imminent
tragedy.

Air Force Sgt. Jim Hadley, a
Sacramento, Calif., medical
technician topping his two
weeks of reserve training with
what he thought would be just
a weekend flight to Saigon,
knew right away the plane was
in a decompression condition.

“You could see it,”” he said at
Seventh Day Adventist Hospi-
tal, ‘\y.he‘re he haq been 'prougl_lt,

the back of the plane, you could
see the sunlight streaming in.

‘“Things started flying
around. Eyeglasses. Pens.
Pieces of insulation tore off the
ceiling. The pillows exploded.
They were plastic lined.

“That went off for a little
while until the air stopped. By
then the oxygen masks had
dropped down.

“There weren’t enough oxy-
gen masks. We had to keep
moving them from kid to kid.
We kept on our own because
otherwise you get drowsy and

ridor, “I think the kids were
quiet because they were getting
dopey from an absence of oxy-
gen.

“I don’t know how long we
were in the air, We were losing
altitude. But we had plenty of
time. We had to discuss what
we were going to do.

‘“We talked about what doors
we were going out of when we
impacted. We didn’t stand by
the doors. We were feeding ox-
ygen to the kids.”

The kids were wonderful,”
she added, asking that her

remainder went to other East
Coast points.

One of the two who got off
went home with Mrs. Thomas
Pope of Calhoun, Ga. “We're
going to go home and have
some breakfast and see if this
little girl will have a nap.
We've waited a long time for
this. We’ve been watching her
grow for a long time through
pictures in the mail.

Some Americans met their
new sons and daughters Thurs-
day night.

**She’s beautiful. I can’t wait
to get her home,” exclaimed
Marilyn Norberg as the 11-
month-old girl she and her hus-
band Ralph have named Wendy
Carol snuggled in her arms at
the Los Angeles airport.

Dean Christy, a Vietnam vet-
eran who waited with the Nor-
bergs, said he and his wife
Judy planned to tell their new
son — a six-month-old boy they
have named Geoffrey William
— about the war when he is old
enough.

“We’re going to be as honest
as we can,” Christy said. “We
really want him to know about
the circumstances that made
him our son.”

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rosen-
berg of Woodinville, Wash.,,
added Vinh Khiem Nguyen to
their family which includes sev-
eral other adopted children of
mixed racial parentage.

Mrs. Rosenberg said she and
her husband had been trying to
adopt a Vietnamese child since
October 1973. She said they re-
quested one of mixed - racial
parentage ‘“‘because that’s
where the greatest need is.”

Pan Am
Evacuating
400 Tots

WASHINGTON (UPI) — Pan
American World Airways an-
nounced plans Friday for a
mercy airlift of 400 South
Vietnamese orphans and 50
adult attendants out of Saigon
Saturday, the biggest single
save-the-babies flight yet.

A Pan Am spokesman said
the evaet arrival and denarture

|
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Could See Hole in Back of Plane: Sgt. Pan Am

By PETER O’LOUGHLIN

SAIGON (AP)—The pages of a
Donald Duck comic book flipped
in the wind.

A baby’s bottle, a flight man-
ual, cushions, clothing, and
molten pieces of metal were
scattered around in the burning
grass.

Headless bodies were buried
in the mud.

It was the crash site of a U.S.
Air Force C5A Galaxy trans-
port that was to have carried
243 Vietnamese orphans to the
United States.

It crashed on takeoff from
Saigon Friday.

The sudden whoosh of air out
of the cabin of the plane, the
largest in the world, was the
first sign of the imminent
tragedy.

Air Force Sgt. Jim Hadley, a
Sacramento, Calif., medical
technician topping his two
weeks of reserve training with
what he thought would be just
a weekend flight to Saigon,
knew right away the plane was
in a decompression condition.

“You could see it,”” he said at
Seventh Day Adventist Hospi-
tal, where he had been brought,
muddied but unhurt after the
crash.

“You could see the hole in

the back of the plane, you could
see the sunlight streaming in.

‘“Things started flying
around. Eyeglasses. Pens.
Pieces of insulation tore off the
ceiling. The pillows exploded.
They were plastic lined.

“That went off for a little
while until the air stopped. By
then the oxygen masks had
dropped down.

“There weren’'t enough oxy-
gen masks. We had to keep
moving them from kid to kid.
We kept on our own because
otherwise you get drowsy and
then you go out.”

An injured flight nurse said
from a litter in the hospital cor-

Hanoi: No Evacuation Needed

ROME (AP) — U.N. Secre-
tary-General Kurt ¥aldheim
said Friday he refratned from
calling on all sides in the Viet-
namese conflict to help evacuate
refugees for fear it would dam-
age humanitarian activities by
U.N. agencies in Communist-
controlled territories.

He said he had been informed
a week ago that the Hanoi gov-
ernment was opposed to any
evacuation effort.

“I'm deeply touched by the
sufferings of these people,” he
told newsmen. “But as far as
the evacuation problem is con-
cerned I came to the conclusion
that such a public appeal.would
not help solve the problem if the
authorities involved are not
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ready. to cooperate.”

He said Hanoi sent him a for-
mal note whose contents he
summed up as follows: “Why
should people be evacuated? We
can take care of them and we
have asked for international
help.”

He said he informed all gov-
ernments who had shown inter-
est in an appeal for cooperation
in evacuating the refugees of
Hanoi’s stand. He said his
March 31 appeal to all nations

Ground C5s, Aspin,

WASHINGTON (UPI) — Sen.
William Proxmire and Rep. Les
Aspin demanded Friday that the
Air Force immediately ground
all 77 of its giant C5 aircraft
until the cause of an orphan
airlift crash near Saigon is
determined.

The Wisconsin Democrats,
frequent critics of the $56
million plane, said there are too
many unresolved questions of

for contributions t(_)ward reliev-
ing the sufferings of the war-
stricken Vietnamese has at-

tracted a wide response. He
added: ‘

“I cannot go beyond this ap-
peal because it would not serve
the purpose and it would go
against the interests of the
humanitarian activities of our
agencies in the area. We did not
want to jeopardize these activi-
ties.”

airworthiness. Proxmire called
for a congressional investiga-
tion of the plane.

“While we do not know the
cause of the accident and it is
possible there was sabotage,
the evidence is piling up that
these planes are structurally
unsound and unsafe to fly,”
Proxmire said.

Proxmire said he would ask
Sen. John Stennis, D-Miss., to

ridor, “I think the kids were
quiet because they were getting
dopey from an absence of oxy-
gen. .

“I don’t know how long we
were in the air. We were losing
altitude. But we had plenty of
time. We had to discuss what
we were going to do.

“We talked about what doors
we were going out of when we
impacted. We didn’t stand by
the doors. We were feeding ox-
ygen to the kids.”

The kids were wonderful,”
she added, asking that her
name not be used.

“My folks didn’t know I was
on this flight,” she said.

“The children were beautiful.
They were noisy when we took
off. They were scared, and they
didn’t like the straps holding
them down.

“They were sitting two to a
seat, six seats across, 12 to a
row.

“Once the decompression

. condition hit, the kids didn’t

say a word. They quieted down
right away.”

Hadley and the flight nurse
were on the second level of the
huge plane, sandwiched be-
tween the top deck and the car-
go hold 65 feet below. All levels
neld orphans and their mainly
American women escorts.

Proxmire

establish a special Senate
Armed Services subcommittee
“to investigate the entire C5
program, and to reject the
Fentagon’s current request for
$900 million to correct the
deficiencies in the C5 pending
the outcome of such inquiry.”
Aspin said “‘the C5 has never

performed up to specifica-
tions.”
“Secretary of Defense

Evacuating

400 Tots

WASHINGTON (UPI) — Pan
American World Airways an-
nounced plans Friday for a
mercy airlift of 400 South
Vietnamese orphans and 50
adult attendants out of Saigon
Saturday, the biggest single
save-the-babies flight yet.

A Pan Am spokesman said
the exact arrival and departure
times for the big charter jet
were being temporarily with-
held “for security reasons.” He
said a U.S. arrival time would
be announced after the plane
had left Saigon.

The charter was arranged by
the Holt International Chil-
dren’s Services of Eugene, Ore.
It will fly the children from
Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut airport
to Seattle —9,056 air miles —
with refueling stops at Guam
and Honolulu, the spokesman
said.

The Pan Am flight is
scheduled to carry almost twice
as many orphans as the Air
Force C5 which crashed Friday
at Saigon with 243 children and
62 adults, killing at least 178.

Demand

(James) Schlesinger’s posture
statement for this year indi-

cates that the planes have been ~

developing wing fatigue much

faster than expected,” Aspin
added. “Until we find out
whether the wing explosion
which caused the crash had
anything to do with this
problem, the plane should be
grounded temporarily.”
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General scenes of the
wreck of the giant C5A near
Saigon:

—Top left, two Air Force
crewmen enter a hospital
emergency room.

—Top center, rescue work-
ers look for bodies in the rub-
ble.

—Top right, soldiers comb
through pieces of plane.

—1Left, kids hold onto their
pillows just before takeoff.

—DBottom far left, female
dependents of the U.S. mis-
sion in Saigon strap them-
selves in prior to liftoff.

—Bottom, tiny tots clinging
to baby bottles are strapped
down.

—Right, dazed infant
peers from upper deck
stretcher in ambulance after
arrival at Saigon hospital.

AP, UPI Photos







General scenes of the
wreck of the giant C5A near
- Saigon:
_ —Top left, two Air Force
crewmen enter a hospital
emergency room. 3

.—Top center, rescue work-
" ers look for bodies in the rub-
ble. i

—Top right, soldiers comb
through pieces of plane.

—1Left, kids hold onto their
_ pillows just before takeoff.

—Bottom far left, female
dependents of the U.S. mis-
sion -in Saigon strap them-

~ selves in prior to liftoff.

—Bottom, tiny tots clinging\
to baby bottles are strappe
down. :

—Righf, dazed infapt,

peers from upper deck
stretcher in ambulance after
arrival at Saigon hospital.

j AP, UPI Photos ~




SAIGON, South Vietnam

(AP} — The world's largest '

plane, carrying 243 Vietnamese
orphans on a mercy flight or-
dered by President Ford,
crashed in flames shortly after
take-off from Saigon today.

U.S. officials said the U S, Air
Force C5A Galany transport
was carrying a total of 298
persons and that 106 orphans
and 19 U.S. Air Force personnel
survived.

Hospital officials said at least

73 persons were known dead,
including 40 orphans, 25 women
and eight men. They said 30
others were still trapped in the
bottom of the plane.

The plane was to have
stopped at Clark Air Force Base
in the Philippines en route to the
United States.

“It was a horrible thing to
see,”” one witness said '‘Chil-
dren were crying while the fire
burned."

Amc;-tcm rescue workers
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about the same distance away.

A spokesman for the US.
Embassy said the plane carried
243 Vietnamese orphans and 53
adults including the crew, flight
nurses and escorts. Most of the
escorts were Americans, de-

"'rdmwﬁ “employes of the”
8. defense attache's office.

Fire trucks and other rescue
vehicles were unable to get to
the crash site because of the
narrow road that could only be
traveled by foot.

hf crashes

More than 100 South Vietnam- Seventh Day Advcnuu Hospital
ese militiamen were ordered to - in Saigon.
the crash site to provide secur-  “‘All I know is that I had a lot
ity for the rescue operation. of friends on board,” said one
American girl as she sobbed
American rescuers with uncontroilably, covered with
and crow bars dirt and grime.

sledge hammers a v bars ¢ AU
“rushed to the crash 8ite. =~ The children were to have

been examined at Clark base, 45
Helicopters from Air Amer- milesnorth of Manila, and those
ica, the American charter air- pronounced fit for the trans-
um.andmemnvmmmm Pacific flight were to have been
air force picked up the survi- ORPHANS
vors and rushed them to the Please see Page 2, Col. 5
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gerea the U.S. Embassy in Sai-
gon to ‘“‘cut red tape” to speed
the evacuation of Vietnamese
orphans to the United States,
and an airhift for 2,000 of them

would hurt recruitment.
De Zonia said his office wants

Dakota State to succeed. ''We
can be fauited on both sides of
the coin — for moving to rapid

being set up. or moving too slow,” he said. ’ j
i g “We want to proceed with ALDERMEN are also ex-

care.” pected to take action on a |
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American man "lv' The children aboard the first procedure, an annual one, is
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hotage of plane is suspected
Vietnamese orphans’ deaths

{GTON (AP) — Military sources
v there was a ‘‘definite possibil-
abotage might have caused the
(5 transport plane loaded with
namese orphans.

i there is suspicion of possible
acause the cargo doors of C5s
1 that the pilot’s controls should
‘ted if the doors blow out.

¢ Air Force experts will investi-
and other possibilities when it

crash site probably Saturday.

‘ coming from Thailand.

t came as government officials

‘lift of Vietnamese to the United .-

continue despxte the traglc

agon rcported earlier that the

striken C5 which crashed near
airport said he lost all elevator,
flap control after what was de-
a “massive explosive decom-
1 the cargo compartment.

man said the word explosive '

the suddenness of the decom-

pression attributed to the blowing open of
rear cargo doors.

Officers familiar with the design of the
C5 said it is possible a saboteur could have
placed an explosive charge inside a pas-
sage leading from the cargo compartment
tothe plane’s tail.

Other Pentagon officials who said they
are keeping an open mind on possible

Details of plane crash on page 3;
area reaction on pages 5 and 17.

»

cause, said ‘the C5 was guarded by the
South Vietnamese while on the ground at
Tan Son Nhut air base. :

But they said there was great confusion
during the loadmg of the war orphans and

preparations for takeoff and they said it
was possible somebody who wanted to
damage the plane could have slipped
aboard at that txme

Mlhtary sources said there had never be-
fore been a blowout of C5 cargo doors in
the nearly five years that the world’s big-
gest cargo planes have been in operation.

They said there have been some inci-
dents in which rear cargo doors of smaller
C141 transport planes have blown open be-
cause of the failure of clamps, but that

pilot controls were never harmed in these
Incidents.

UsS. ofﬁctals expressed deep concern

over the plane crash but said the axrhft o(
orphans should goon.
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Orphan-crowded plané cra&gﬁzzg

' SAIGON (UPI) — A giant U.S. Air
Force plane crowded with Viet-
‘namese war orphans en route to the
United States crashed and burned
I 7 Friday in a muddy rice padcy near
- Saigon. Morethmhalfofthemper-
sons aboard were killed.

The U.S. embassy said at least 178
i persons, most of them orphans 8
Sfie mcnppledt%lsz émld died when g
{ transport —
world’s largest plane — crash-landed
while trying to make it back to Sai-
! gon’s Tan Son Nhut airport after two
‘ huge cargo doors blew off in fli
‘ The flight was the first of Presi

Vietnam.

! AUS. embasyspdesmensaldat
¥ 100 of the 243 orphans aboard
up to 20 adults survived the

|ag

Ford airlift of orphans from South k

crash — the worst disaster in US.
aviation history
ltisbehevedthatsomeofﬂlevic-
tims were sucked out of the plane
when the cargo doors blew off, caus-
ing sudden decompression of the
plane. Most passengers were strap-
in; the decompression tore off

clothing. A ital doctor said
alnmtanmedemmmmwere-

naked.

/ President Ford had planned to
greet the orphans when they arrived
Qat'l‘rawsAeromeBaseinCahfor-

Ford said in San Francisco, ‘‘Our
mission of mercy will continue. The
survivors will be flown here when
they are physically able. Other wait-
ing orphans will make the journey. .

Deeply saddened over the crash, .

must not deter us
blnoffa'new

for the living,”

+the President said.
Pan American World Airways an-
mnmdﬂmtoneohta?ﬂjumbojets

will bring about 400 Vietnamese or-

phans and 50 attendants from Saigon
Saturday under charter to the Holt
Intematlmal Children’s Services

o dem o s Benespped N
who still had his crutch and bra

~and all he said was he wanted to

to the bathroom.”
for In
) earli

World Airways c plane b

Inc. of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am jet ~“cause they believed it was unsafe fi

will fly from Saigon to Seattle by
Guam and Honolulu, a total
distance of 9,000 air miles.

The embassy said that in addition
to the children -- mixed-blood or-
phans, most sired by American
troops — the plane carried 4 U.S.
Mission escorts, 16 Air Force crew-
men and two flight nurses.

“Many of those babies survived
the crash beautifully,” said a doctor.

ers to travel strapped to L}
. Some of the
flight that crashed riday we:

stﬁpedtothel"loor
had traveled about !

m Saigon’s internation
alrportwhen * clamshell-sha
doors at the rear of the huge fusel
blew off in flight, evidently dama
mghydrauhcsystemsleadmgmta

'l‘bdoonsarelargeenoughfq
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transport — the .
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lane —cr:
nake it back to Sai-

hut airport after two

s blew off in fli
he first of Presi

orphans from South

saidat
%spokesmen :

:dults survived the
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crash — thewomtdxsastermU.s
aviation. :

Itis that some of the vic-
tims were sucked out of the plane
when the cargo doors blew off, caus-
ing sud(hn decompresslon of the

their clothin& A ital doctor said
almost all the dead brought in were -
naked. =
President Ford had planned to
greet the orphans when they arrived
at’l’raﬂgAirFoxceBaseinCalifor—
. nia.

saddened over the crash,

“This tragedy must not deter us

but offer new hope for the living,”
ithe President said.

Pan American World Airways an-
nounced that one of its 747 jumbo jets
will bring about 400 Vietnamese or-
phans and 50 attendants from Saigon
Saturday under charter to the Holt
International Children’s Services
Inc of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am jet

will fly from Saigon to Seattle by
0{ Guam and Honolulu, a total
dnstanceof 9,000 air miles.

The embassy said that in addition
to the children — mixed-blood or-
phans, most sired by American
troops — the plane carried 44 U.S.

Mission escorts, 16 Air Force crew-

men and two flight nurses.

“Many of those babies survived
the crash beautifully,” said a doctor.

“I carried in one handicapped boy

~who still had his crutch and brace
andallhesaxdwashewantedwgo

to the bathroom.”

Officials for IS Agency for Inter-
national Development (AID) earlier
this week had refused to allow the
same group of o to board a
World Airways charter plane be-

““ecause they believed it was unsafe for

ers to travel strapped to the

r. Some of the on the
fhght that crashed day were
strapped to the Floor.

The plane had traveled about 40
miles from Saigon’s international
airport when * clamshell-shaped
doors at the rear of the huge fuselage
blew off in flight, evidently damag-
ing hydraulic systems leading to tail
controls.

The doors are large enough for

three Jeeps to be driven into the
planeabreast when they blew off the
;nr pressure inside dropped instant-
y.

The pilot, Maj. Dennis Traynor,

said this caused him to have difficul- .

2 controlling the plane’s rate of
and ability toturn.

Traynor, coveredwlthmudbutunf

hurt, said that he attempted to land
at the airport he had just left. But 30
minutes after he had taken off the

plane plowed into a rice paddy area.
" just short of the runway, disintegrat-

ed and burst into flames.

A Pentagon spokesman said the
fact the pilot kept the plane level and
brought it in to a crash-landing was
“a remar,l,rable demostration of

(Continued on page 13)



(Continued from page 3)
South Vietnamiese troops
moved in quickly to seal off
 crash site, an area partially
under Communist control.

- American-built helicopters

- | swept in quickly, taking out the
. njured first, then the dead.

arrived in Saigon earlier
Friday carrying astillery
and ammunition for

| by helicopter to the Seventh
‘Day Adventist Hospital just
' Tan Son Nhut airport’s

IR

)

_survived the crash.

Sat., April 5, 1975 Denver, Colo.

ad When the United
States troops in Indochina,
the hospital was operated by
the military and treated thou-
sands of wounded Gls.

“I just can’t talk,” said an
American woman escort who
“I just
don’t know what happened. It
was just so fast. All I know is
we landed in a big mud puddle
and here [ am now.”

" A crewman who survived, a
U.S. Air Force reservist from
California, said, "1 just came gand
mtherefoqmeweelnend."

Some of the crewmen were.
injured. All but one were found
alive by mightfall, the U.S. 301800
embassy said.

tnucmns

oouldnot

deployed around

Rocky Mountom News——13

Refugee plane crashes af Sa gon

ﬂnmoaftﬂlephneembhtiy lllﬁmencamWsndeb)
aﬂrethatstl!l

darkness fell several

crash. Fire

reach the site, a mile from the

nearest road, and not far from

the Saigon River.

At dusk South Vietnamese chief medical adviser to the

side, carrying the mangled
hod:es of babies te t.he helicop-

-;"Au\ those who survived

government of South Vietnam.
section must have been kill-

ed.
“There could be people any-
grass,” said a
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~M~,3Local families await
w2 word about orphans

. The whereabouts of two Vietnamese
orphans, bound for homes in Sonoma
County, is unknown thisemorning.

“Whether the children, a six-week old
baby girl and an eight year old girl, ever
left for Saigon or were part of the plane-
load that crashed leaving Saigon, is a
mystery to those waiting here.

. Mrs. Gerald Clausen, Sonoma County

. ‘chairperson for Friends of the Children

of Vietnam, said she has been trying un-
successfully to reach Friends headquar-

ters in Denver since she heard of the

.m'ash

\ 'We usually get a cable after a plane
“““flight to tell us whose child is
“utitis quite likely that with this

tragedy this information is not known at
this end.”

“All we can do is watch and wait.”

. She said the infant was expected on a

regular Pan American flight at any mo-
ment “before the crisis,” and that the
older child had been waiting for paper
work to be completed to leave Saigon.

The Clausens, who live in Healdsburg,
received one of two Vietnamese orphans
four weeks ago. Their six-year-old left
the country before the Communist take-
over. e

But another child, living in an orphan-
age in Qui Nhon, never made it to Saigon.

“The last we heard he was in the or-
phanage last weekend. And Qui Nhon fell
on: Monday.”




Crash stuns
adoption
grovp

! ‘BOULDER, COLO. (AP)—
| An air of gloom and frustra-
tion settled over the offices of
Friends for All Children after
the crash of a plane carrying
Vietnamese orphans to their
-new homes in the United
States. it :
|  “T'm just stunned. Stunned

and hopeful that we cag evac-
i uate the remaining children
in our care,” said Deanna
I Carnie, assistant director of
I the group.
| For weeks, Mrs. Carnie and

a small staff of paid workers
and volunteers have been
trying, alrthost desperately, to
speed up evacuation of the 550
Vietnamese orphans for
whom they have found Ameri- |
| can parents. t

Their efforts have been
frustrated by lack of funds,

aucratic ‘snarls, difficul- |

ties in chartering aircraft
and—finally—by the tragic
crash near Saigon Friday of a
giant C-5A transport carrying
243 orphans. <

There has been only one
commodity that has not been |
in short supply. The-agency |
for years has had ‘more
would—be parents on its wait-
ing list then it could provide
children. ‘ >

In recent weeks, Ameri- |
cans’ fervor for adopting |
young Vietnamese refugees |
has increased nearly to.the
-point of frenzy.

“Every time I pick up the
phone, there’s somebody on it
wanting to know if they can
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——tragedy in Saigon mud

By PETER O’LOUGHLIN '
Associated Press Writer *

SAIGON — The pages of a Donald Duck
comic book flipped in the wind. '

A baby’s bottle, a flight manual, cushions,
clothing and molten pieces of metal were
scattered around in the burning grass.

Headless bodies were buried in the mud.

It was the crash site of a U.S. Air Force C-
5A Galaxy transport that was to have carried

. 243 Vietnamese orphans to the United States.

It crashed on takeoff from Saigon Friday.

THE SUDDEN WHOOSH of air out of the
cabin of the plane, the largest in the world,
was the first sign of the imminent tragedy.

Air Force Sgt. Jim Hadley, a Sacramento,
Calif., medical technician topping his two
weeks of reserve training with what he
thought would be just a weekend flight to
Saigon, knew right away the plane was in a
decompression condition.

““You could see it,” he said at Seventh Day

/' Adventist Hospital, where he had been taken,

muddied but unhurt after the crash.
“You could see the hole in the back of the
plane you could see the sunlight streaming

"ThmgsstartedﬂymgaroundE vi s b o baen ‘ {
nmmmnmzueum,. ;

The pillows exploded. They were plastic
lined.

““That went off for 4 little while until the
air stopped. By then the oxygen masks had
ped down.

“THERE WEREN’T enough oxygen |

masks. We had to keep moving them from

_kid to kid. We kept on our own because

otherwise you get drowsy and then you go

" out.”

Worst air crashes
2 By Associated Press

SAIGON — The crash here of a U.S. Air
Force C-5A transport carrying 243 Vietnamese
orphans appeared to be the fourth deadliest
inrcratt disaster on record in terms of lives
wt .

U.S. officials said Friday 305 persons were
aboard and the fate of more than 180 was not
known. They said about 100 orphans and 15 to
20 other persons were pulled from the
wreckage alive, While the rest were either
dead, injured or still trapped in the wreck-
age. N
Records show the worst aviation disaster

- in terms of lives lost was the crash of a

Turkish DC-10 in March, 1974, while taking
off from Orly Airport in Paris in which 345
persons were killed.

- The second highest known crash toll is 176,

a’ count that was recorded twice: When a

€omic book . .. baby bottle

-

/

/

Soviet plane crashed near Moscow in Octo-

ber, 1972, and when a Jordanian Boeing 707
went down at Kano, Nigeria, in January,

L

. ‘“We talked about what doors we were
out of when we impacted. We didn’t
ans by the doors. We were feeding oxygen

iis to-the kids. “The kids were wopdeérful,” she

An injured flight nurse said from a litter in /’

the hospital corridor, “I think the kids were |
Quiet because they were getting dopey from:‘

an absence of oxygen.

“I don’t know how long we were in the air.
\, We were losing altitude. But we had plenty.of
* time. We had to discuss what we were going

tn dn

/

/

4

“added, ‘asking that her name not be used.

“My folks didn’t know I was on this

flight,"” she said.

“THE CHILDREN were befutiful. They
were noisy when we took off. They were
scared, and they didn’t like the straps
holding them down.

“They were sitting two to a seat, six seats

“across, 12 to a row.

“Once the decompréssnon condition hit, the
kids didn’t say a word. They quieted down
right away.’

7 /
// 24,

5

//
v
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f eligibles into the job market,

rorkshop >
apped

109 Etherton rd., and back to
Lafayette.

Sponsors hope to raise
nearly $13,000 on the walk, the
amount needed as matching
money for a federal grant for
a sheltered workshop in the
area.

The workshop would em-
ploy mentally and physicaliy
handicapped persons who
would have difficulty finding
work elsewhere.

One West County woman,

" Mrs. Linda Townsend, will
push her handicapped broth-
er, Buddy Crews, in a wheel-
chair over the 20-mile course,
said Joe Burgess, head of the
Lafayette Service Council.
Crews is employed in a shel-
tered workshop in Murphys-
boro, Ill., and wanted to help
the West County effort, Bur-
gess said., -

ind slam

e the numbers drawn Friday
nd slam. 5

He always wins. But nobody loses! Young
Mister Cupid sends an arrow through your -
heart, and another through hers, and” - I
suddenly, you're the two happiest people in i
the world! When that happens, come in

together and look around. Our collection of
diamond solitaires includes the one ring in all
the world just right to crown your joy. ?
Priced from $350. : “

To Love Is to Give.
Do Something Beautiful.e

Hors + Culbeition %

Fine Jewelers Since 1883

., 824 Olive Street « St. Louis ' ' |
Westroads « River Roads « Northwest « Crestwood : [
West County « Frontenac « St. Clair

Also Springfield « Kansas City  Independence i : :
mh ' - A'dazed child, who was in C-5A crash,

o x 7

U

vest pepUp il
or of

peers from stretcher in ambulance after
arrival at hospital in Saigon.
- —AP Wirephoto
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HOPE 10 GET REST OUT’

.‘Ag-'ency stunned at deaﬂ

of orphans in plane crax

BOULDER, Colo. 'P
“We'te just hoping that good
medical care is available and
that we can get the rest of our
children out,”" Deanna Carnie,
assistant director of Friends of
All Children, said today.

She had just 'learned of the
crash outside Saigon of an Air

Force C-5A transport carrying
243 orphans,” many of them
from an orphanage operated by
the agency. More than haif of
the orphans died. |

THE VOLUNTEER GROUP
has been trying to evacuate
about 550 Vietnamese orphans
to the United States, but the ef-
fort has been plagued by delays

. creasingly frenzied evacuation

and frustrations.

“'I know many of our children *
and staffers were on that
flight,” Mrs. Carnie said. She
sat stunned in the group's of-
fices as the sun broke through a
heavy blanket of smog
covering the mountain valleys
west of Denver.

The agency director, Wende
{srant, and her husband main-
tain the office in their suburban’
home. The four Vietnamese"

. children they adopted earher

were still asleep.

MRS. GRANT had been in
Saigon helping to direct the in-

effort and had planned to re-

L-4-78
Ja/afa/
" Borbotro_

turn td the United Stat& w
one of the planeloads,;;

phans.
There was no word w ML
.she was on the d Qal/w. M

“aircraft, although she wad”
thought to be in Vietnam,
An unpleasant.duty a
Mrs. Carnie and other s
and volunteers: The ta<¥
forming prospective par 4

by ~—

“the fate of, melroadopnﬁv Bl }u\\

dren

" “We will notify pare~is
soon as we know any thmb,
that probably won't b€

. away,” Mrs. Carnie sagk

, said it would proballn e
,tomorrow or later
parents learned . the - g}

said it

their adopted children. )
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Irass. 7
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e muq -
the crash site of\a
Force C5A Galaxy
that was to have
243 Vietnamese or-
the United States.

dden whoosh of air

e cabin of the plane,
st m the world, was
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Saxgun, knewmght away the

plane was in a decompres- .-

sion condition.

‘“You could see it,”’ he
said at Seventh Day Advent-
ist Hospital, where he had
been_brought, muddied -but
unhurt affer the crash.

“Yon could see the hole in

- the back of the plane, you
_could see the s\mhght

streaming in. -

"“Things sta.rted flying
around. Eyeglasses. Pens.

‘Pieces of insulation tore off

the ceiling. The pillows ex-
ploded. They were plastic-
lined. = -

S ‘That wént off for alittle

while until the air stopped.
By then the oxygen masks
had dropped down.

““There weren’t enough ox-
ygen masks. We had to keep
moving them from kid te
kid. We kept on our.own be-
cause otherwise ‘you get

drowsy and then you go

wt ”
An injured fhght nurse

~ said from a httermthehos-'

pital corridor:

“] think ‘the kids 'were'

quiet  because they were
getting dopey from an ab-

sence of oxygen.

" “1 don’t k_now ‘how long we .

r

‘were in the air. We were

losing altitude. But we had
plenty ‘of “time. We had to

_discuss what we were going

to do.

“We talked about what
doors we were going out of

~when we impacted. We did

not stand by the -doors. We
were feeding oxygen to the

- kids. :
“The kids were wonder-
-~ ful,” she added, asking that .

her name be used. “My
folks didn’t w 1 was on

“The children were beau-
tiful. They were noisy when

we took off. They were.

scared and thev didn’t like.
the straps holdmg them‘
down.

“They were sitting two fao
a seat, six seats across, 12t0
a row.

Hadley ﬂnd :the m
nurse were on the seconi
level of the huge plane
sandwiched between the
deck and the cargo hold'
feet below. All levels he
orphans and’ their . mainly

Amencan women escorts

'. Syt
B Gy
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rashes, v

SON, South Vietnam (P

first official U.S. evacu-

) {zht of Vietnamese or-

Low Carrying 243 children in

&& worid's largest plane,

y1 explosions and flames

only minutes, after
from Saigon. -

m“"fg”:ciats said nearly half

“ren survived and that

{t to the United States

by President Ford
awf -ontinue. There were a
Oyt ¥ 205 persons aboard the

a&_U.S. Air Force C-5A
M\'..’SRSDOYI that stands as
te. a six-story building, of--
aid.

.S. Embassy in Saigon
5wd‘ux 100 of the 243 or-
W..,Aid 10 or J5 of the 62
fdwht on the plane were re-
sanuf [I0spital officiais in Sai-~
WLM the rest were either

\;ured or still trapped in
Je wirckage in a paddy field
poles from the air base.

I SURVIVOR said there
[Nt enough oxygen masks

7 around, and - a
sman in Washington
?ﬁ* Ahat all C-5As be ground-

|-t ause the plane ‘“has
art p“;:’fnrmed up to specifi-
Afhws" The headquarters of
{th Air Force in th

on reports that th
/)QMLdeparture from Manila
today had been delayed
mehanical troudle.
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1
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o1 (&t plane didn't have a°

i . ot >
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_in the mud, and a baby's bottle,

/e orphans for th
J// THE PILOT, identified as

Headless bodies were buried the back of the plane. You / In Washington, a spokesman  aboard the plane czme
could see the sunlight stream- for the Agency for Interna- gsioon orpranane

o

a flight manual, cushions, Angin. tional Development, which is f.). agency, whi of:
ciothing and molte .:eces of “Things . started flying handling the airlift, said “"the %c;dsr.cmc
metal were scatte. cd about i around. Eyeglasses. ‘

Pens. flight will continue.”” But Rep.
Pieces of insulation tore off (he/.es Aspin (D-Wis) urged tem- Jrpe cpagy s o
ceiling. The piliows exploded.” porary grounding of all C-SASp /ot sircrati ¢ o st
se2,"" one witness said. “'Chil- - They were plastic lined. because he said the plane *'has ... -4 The wor:f gLeur
dren were crying while the fire  “That went off for a little never performed up to specifi-  norcn 1974 wher 3¢6o
burned.”’- while until the air SIOPDEG. By cations.” aboard a Turk.‘h = ine
: * then the oxygen masks had  In San Francisco, Richard ({iiied in a crash ous ]“f
AMERICAN RESCUE dropped down.” Blanchfield, the man €0-0r- 'Tpro cocgnd g'c' M
workers were dropped from He said ‘“‘there weren't dinating the evacuationof Viet- i1 were 176, recofeh
helicopters and waded througVnough oxygen masks. We had/zamese orphans for the yi.. o s .“;." ; i€

the burning grass.
“It was a horrible thing to

Ww

the mud trying to find sur- / to keep moving them from kidy Friends of All Children, said n‘,;'_:r" SMoc k. bt Oils
vivors as well as bodies of thd/ to kid. We kept on our own when he heard the plane had .04 yhon ‘d.‘lc""'r: ¥y
dead spread along a mile-long  because otherwise you get, crashed, “'Oh, God. This is hor- i AR
swath. drowsy and then yougoout.”  rible!"”" Most of the orphans See Page A4,

The bodies of some headless./ ‘ ’ : : ‘
children were wrapped in pon
chos and put aboard the
choppers which flew them to a
morgue. AT

The plane arrived from Clark i " : :
Air Base in the Philippines car- : o ¢
rying emergency war materi- S d § - X
als, including 14 howitzers, for : 3 i . s
the  hard-pressed  Saigon
government and it picked up
trip.

Dennis. Traynor and who es-
caped unhurt, said he was
about 18 miles from Tan Son -
Nhut Air Base when he had to
turn back. ““The aft pressure

aid. “In blowingrout, the door
damaged the elevator and as a
result there were problems in .~ §
controlling the rate of descent |
of the aircraft. This became 3
critical to the point of almost
osing control as the aircraft.
made its turn into the airport

5 Nl
Fm A

“Trwas the fourth worstcrash { - S T ‘? e : i
in aviation history and the first ';Lf Fas e Pk (U ERR gy SR S Li._ﬁ....a..“. e

o

fataloneforaCHA. ..
Air Force Sgt, JimHadley,a .

A"
!

A rANGUISH SHOWS on the faces of these women who carry surviver

/medical technician from Sac- . -..", babies toa hospital in Saigon after 3 C-5A plane crashed today..

FIET By O Sl

ramento, ~ Calify, **who “also”™ -~ “ 7"
survived the ;ewdsh unhurt, © , ool ¢ -
said, ““You could see the hole in

- < -

—AP Laserptioto
[} ! =
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Up to 190 are killed in crash
of giant ‘orphan lift' airplane

Contlnued from Page A-1

down at Kano, Nigeria in Jan-
uary 1973.

The plane skidded through
the field and exploded. After
the impact the cockpit was
lying about 100 yards from the
fuselage and the tail section
about the same distance away.

An hour after the crash,

tblack smokerstill billowed fro
;,/ the plane’s cockpit. Air Ameri-
ca and South Vietnamese heli-
copters plucked survivors fro
the wreckage, taking them t
the Seventh Day Adventist
Hospital near the air base. The
choppers also carried out the
mangled bodies of children and
Americans who were escorting
them.

Fire trucks and other rescue

vehicles were unable to get to
the crash site because of the”
narrow road that could only be/f friends on board,” said one

traveled by foot.

More than 100 South Viet-
namese militiamen  were
ordered to the crash site to pro-

operation.

AMERICAN RESCUERS
with sledge hammers and crow
~ bars rushed to the crash site.

| The plane, the biggest in the .
'world, was rushed to Saigon

today from Clark Air Force

vide security for the rescue

. .-have been flown to the Umted

Base in the Philippines to inau- Atpat normally accommodate
gurate a U.S. government.three adults on the upper pas-
‘airlifi of 2,000 Vietnamese war senger deck; strapped to the
orphans to the United States. floor on the lower cargo deck.
The plane was about 18 miles any-screamed in fright as
ortheast of Saigon when the );n%q big plane was loaded.
pilot reported that he was hay- Others slept in the arms of
ing decompresswn problems some of the relief workers ac-

and would et mrn to ompanying them.
ut. e $56 million C-5A Galaxy ;

As he was commg in, the. is manufactured by Lockheed

Embassy reported, the left| 80d is 248 feet long, has a 223-
wing caught fire and explods foot wingspan and stands as
/and the plane crashed a ~ high as a six-story building.
and a half short of the The Air Force began flying
: the plane in June 1970, and it
made a valuable contribution
to’'the Vietnam war by hauling
eavy equipment speedily to
the war zone. But it has been
plagued by wing cracks and
still flies under weight restric-
tions.
' /The Galaxy was grounded for
time in 1971 after one of the
four engines tore loose as one
of the planes was preparing to
take off from Altus Air Force
ase in Oklahoma. '
The first crash of a C-5 was
k;ar Clinton, Okla., on Sept. 27,
L

Helicopters from Air Ameri-
ca, the American charter
airline, and the South Vietnam-
ese air force picked up the sur-
vivors and rushed them to the

eventh Day Adventist Hospi-

j tal in Saigon.

*‘All I know is that I had a lot

/American girl as she sobbed
uncontrollably, covered Wwith
dirt and grime.

THE CHILDREN were to
have been examined at Clark

base, 45 miles north of Manila, 74, S ;

and those pronounced fit for | S

the trans-Pacific flight were to \ o
SR

‘States tomorrow. P y

.. The babies were packed into

the plane — 10 of them in seats

|
|
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Mercy flight *
Travis bound

United Press International
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¢ down neaF Saigon

Merey flight *

Travis bound ‘ )

 United Press Internauonal Sk 5 » \
SAIGON—A U.S. Air Force C 5A Galaxy m "
port plane carrying 305 persons, most of them V.&~ \/
namese war orphans bound for the United States o
fthe first flight of President Ford's emergency
' Operation Babylift, erashed and burned here today.
" while attempting an emergeney landing. % :'

{3 At least 178 of those abo!q'd the mercy ﬂxght were [ »
kxued the U.S. Embassy saxd Eﬁubassy spokesmen said at

A o L
> ¢

- ) " b s o # WL ;;.J‘: : R

’Second }et held on Guam ‘?;
-

S A Pan Ameﬂmnﬂmyxieﬂ!nerunymgmhomem byt

. Vietnamese children from Saigonhasbeenstaﬂedm(iuam<

, because of mechanical difficulties. o e

& =

o ' ': pummmhstmgumtnwasmmu:
when the Boeine 747 wanld take off €ar Cam Branaican Téa

Ankn



port plane carrying 303 persons, most of them V& *
namese war orphans bound for the United States
t ﬁrst fhght of Presment Eord’s emergenc

— l WAUSﬁFoWGMaxy& t.;, 1

Yk

mmmmmmaﬂummm
‘ wmumwmmoﬁks‘m lt
, was.m,hﬁ]utnmld:egm :

LIL AP E D b B
A S s

-

least faa: cﬁu&m\m iS‘to 2 adults survived thc tlrst.
crash of the worlﬂslargest plane, .

'L‘ln embassg said .the plane carried 243 orphans 8-.
months te 12 years in age, most of tbemfalheredbyus..;“" .
servicemen. fermerly s&l’mmd in South Vietnam.The em-;- i
‘bassy said there also were 44 U.S. mission escorts, 16A11=" oy
Force crewmen and two flight nurses. (The Pentagon sald- ¢
tlﬂmecﬁcsandnumsﬁ‘mtiemmmwueabomd) ,:: 05

The plane was 40 to 60 miles out of Saigon when areat' i
cargo door blew out from unknown causes, the embassy‘ \/
' said. This damaged: the Galaxy s elevators as.the plane. ;
_was ﬂymg at 31,0Q0 feet : 34

The pilot, Ma] Denms Traypor, turned baclé toward~ /
Tan Son Nhut airbase but was unable to control the rate of +>
descent and plunged to earth in a swampy area just outside >
the base. Ruptured fuel tanks burst into flames, sendmg up;
towers of smoke that could be seen mSaigon six or seven *.
miles away. ‘ I

l The C5A was bound for its first sbop at Clark Air Force /
Base in the Philippines.- President Ford had planned to’ :
personally greet the orphans when they a.mved at 'l‘ravxs v
Air Base in Cahforma > . 78

: 'Phe crash sent a wave of shock through the United -
States where hundreds of families were waiting to adopb
the 2,000 orphans to be brought there on the military airlift. -
A White House aide, awakened at the Presidential quar-
ters at Palm Sprmgs descnbed the crash as unbelievable > |
and shockmg % 5ol 35 GNP

South Vietnamese troops qmckly sealed off the crash - /
| site, an area near the Saigon River which is under partial ;/
| communist centrol. The plane was a mlle andahalffronh
«| the airport when it fell., ® ; L

Many of the dead were cluldren who had been strapped ‘J /

e
:04&»

to the floor of the transport. It arrived here earlier todayol
from the Philippines carrying artillerypxecesandammum 1l
tion for hard-pressed South Vietnamese troops stmgglmg :
against Communist toreeswﬁhenity L S8 J

| Earlier this week, U.S. aid officials refused to allow the
| same group of orphans to board a World Airways charter-§. ;7
{ plane because they felt it was unsafe fo flymth me young {(

. sters strapped tothe floer. ” . d |

Itwastlwﬁrstemshoiapassengerplane atTan
Nhut, which at the height of the Vietnram war was one o
the world’s busiest airports. Although the area of the cr
is partly controlled by the Viet Cong, there was no indica

—See Back Page, Col. |

|
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‘Galaxy first flew in 1968 and
“had never before been in-

~and hvmg
<'The ' children " were from orphans before flying on to

. Vietnam for their foster

side the gates of Tah Son

TYPE OF PLANE THAT CRASHED AT SAIGON THIS MORNING
A gigantic | USAF C5A- Galaxy transport, largest carrier in the air

—AP ﬂhoto

What a C5A4 Galaxy is like

United Press Internatmnal volved in a fatal aceident.

WASHINGTON ~—. The " Two of the 81 planes, built
C5A Galaxy, the Air Force ' at a cost of about $55 miilien
transport that crashed today ' each; had burned while. on
with aplaneload'of Vietnam-  the ground and a third was
‘ese orphans in Saigon, is the destroyed by fire last year

i world’s largest airplane and ' after making a crash land-
~'was designed tocarry tanks ing forced by a midair fire

and hehcupters

Built by the Lockheed
Corp. of Marietta, Ga., the

in_one of its four turbofan
engmes There were no inju-

dents. o
A ane s All the Wonld’s Air-

,nesmany ofthosemcl‘

_ craft s&y,s the 230-foot' craft
"has a maximum payload of

225,000 pounds and a top
speed of 550 miles an hour.

The plane has a normal
crew of five and can carry .

as many as 15 in relief
crews. An: upper deck can

seat 75 troops and the main
deck can carry 270.

“But the aircraftis ixitend-
ed primarily as a freighter,” -

Jane’s says.

there had been ﬁghtmg in on its departure earhea' to-

the area of the crash only. Jay from Clark Air Force
-last night. Troops were Base where it was rushed

rushed to the scene as'heli- into service under Ferd’s
eopters ferried out the dead " Lpl.an It was to have flown

i - back- to Clark for 48 hours
-of medical treatment of the

American-run orphanageésin Travyi

AFB in California.
faigon and were leaving '

The two-decker plane may
families in the United have -been carrying more
States. The survivors were~ bassengers than any C5-A
flown to the Seventh Day ever had attempted. The air-

Adventist hospital just out- craft was designed to haul
tanks, helicopters and other

“Nhut, large * military: equipment.
! Passenger seats were not
The WHU'OV ial ewept- routinely placed in the cargo

wmg C5-A had-béen delayed compartment although about

Jreglﬂarazrlnmseabaare
+ indluded in a -second deck
oftheplane :

Y41 saw ‘20 o 30bab1eswho

survwed carried out,” said

?‘Dr William Uldham, .an

American who s chief medi-

cal adviser to the govern-
ment of South Vietnam. “All
those who survived must
have been on the upper pas-
senger deck. All those below
in the cargo section must
have been killed.

“Many of those babies
survived the crash beautiful-
Jy,” he said. “I carried in
cne handicapped boy who
still ~had 'his crutch and

brace and all he said was he:

was -a crash w.-hg in &%
- green canvas body m‘ﬁ

wanted to go potty b

The Adventist hospital
said 20 adult females, 10 ba-
bies and 3 adult males had
been declared dead on arriv-
al. Five children were being
treated for injuries. The re-
ports said more than 100 of
the orphans were rel€ased
and taken back to their fos-
ter homes here by rehef

- workers.

-

Xssqcxated H’GSS

: g
SAIGON. — “Some of us.
got out through a chute from /
~ the top of the plane, but the
c 'dren at the bottomotme ,

% was. one of the sur

the crash today of -

.S. Air Force CSA‘?/
orfly after it took: i

°ff with %43 Vietnamese war ¢
~orphans

ed States.

enth Day Adve *ntx:H?;i at.,

The US. Eiy

The young womany
stunned to give hery
When aSkedm RS 1o
pened, she remained &
for several secwmk 4
said,

Officials of adophonag A
cies hurried around the

‘courtyard of the lmspltal
‘trying to put the
children into vehicles p- g-c
turn them tothe erphanages

they had left afewhom‘sbo- 3
fore. L VoA L

As one auto pnlled away
jammed with 22 babies and i
small children and Several"
escorts, it passed three nurs-
es pushing a ftrolley. hnﬁ :

the way to the hospltal'!
morgue i y

Another woman-.
the middle of the: oﬂurtyard,
asking, “‘Will anyone lend us ’

a car to take these children
back?”> The children were:
‘wide-eyed and Silent, 'l‘hr’f""
did not speak. 'rhey dig. . /
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SAIGON. — “S
got out through 2
the top of the pla
" children at the bo!
 plane didn't have

%fnnuai repam g

plane had reached an alti-:
fude of 3,000 feet when the
cargo door biew off — a
type of incident similar to
that which caused the crash
of a Turkish DC-10 near
Paris on Mareh 3, 1974, kill-
ing 345 persons in lustorys
worst axrdwaster,

' The C5A immediately lost said the tall, m
pressure and the pilot tried ; : 1% nung Ameﬂcan
tp return to Shgm 5 a4 TYPROF PLANE THAT CRAfHED \T SAIGON THlS MORNING o o O 8. % was one of
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Two Doors
Blew Off
Blg Jet - 5' - 75‘

100 of 243 | H.Q,W Y-
Chi]dl‘eﬂ' Live

L e

From Herald Wire Services |
SAIGON — With at ‘least 178 '
persons known dead — most of g
them orphans eight months to 12 l
vears old — the search continued |,
today for more dead or injured in (/i
the wreckage of a giant U.S. Air f
Force plane that crashed with a
load of Vietnamese orphans bound
for the United States.

The crippled C5 Galaxy transport
— making the first flight in Opera- A
tion Babylift, with. 305 persons/
aboard — crashed and- burned Fri- !
day in a' rice paddy while trying to 2
return to Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut
airport after two huge cargo doors i
blew off at 23,000 feet in the air. - '

U. S. officials said there w@ _
orphans abeard the C5 cargo = ,
port. — the world’s largest plane —

+ and that about 100 of them sur-
vived. Of the 62 adults aboard,
about 20 survived- Ihe crash, the _

worst‘ disaster in U. S. aviation his- |
tory i

|

IT WAS believed at least some of
the victims were sucked out of the
plane when the cargo doors blew
off, suddenly .decompressing the
plane. Most passengers were strap-
ped in, however, and the decom-
pression tore off their clothing. A [

- ‘hospital doctor said almost all thé {
dead brought in were naked.

President Ford had planned to

greet the orphans when they ar-

. rived at Travis Air-Force Base in

California after a stopover at Clark i
Field in the Philippines.

“Deeply saddened over the crash,
Ford said in San Francisco: “Our :
mission of mercy will continue. The /
survivors will be flown here when
they are physically able. Other
waiting orphans will make the jour-
ney. ,
‘y'Thns tragedy must not deter us / |
but offer new hope for the living,” "
the Presiderst said. i)

Pan American Airways - an- |
nounced that one of its 747 jumbo |
jets. will airlift about 400 Vietnam-
ese orphans and 50 attendants out %
of Saigon touay under charter ‘to
the Holt International Children’s ‘
Services Mc. of Eugene, Ore. The '
Pan Am jet will fly from Saigon to-
Seattle by way of Guam and Hono-
lulu, & distance of 9,000 air miles. ‘

THE. EMBASSY said that in addi- i
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From Herald Wire Services

SAIGON — With at ‘least 178
persons known dead — most of
théem orphans eight months to 12
years old — the search continued
today for more dead or injured in
the wreckage of a giant U.S. Air
Force plane that crashed with a
load of Vietnamese orphans bound
for the United States.

The crippled C5 Galaxy transport
— making the first flight in Opera-
tion Babylift, witk. 305 persons’
aboard — crashed and- burned Fri-
day in a rice paddy while trying to
return to Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut
airport after two huge cargo doors
blew off at 23,000 ‘feet in the air,

U. S. officials said there were 243
orphans abeard the C5 cargo trams- '
port — the world’s largest plane —
and that about 100 of them sur-
vived. Of the 62 adults aboard,

about 20 survived-the cragh, the. .
about hipash
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. plane. Most passengers were strap-

ddy 1 da Irice paady wite Uying w
return to Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut
airport after two huge cargo doors
blew off at 23,000 ‘feet in the air.

U. S. officials said there were 243

.orphans abeard the C5 cargo trans- "

‘port — the woild’s largest plane — !
and that about 100 of them sur-L~ |
vived. Of the 62 adults aboard, =~ ‘
;about 20 survived  the crash, the . {

_worsf disaster in U. S. aviation his-

‘tory.

IT WAS believed at least some of !
the victims were sucked out of the '
plane when the cargo doors blew
off, suddenly .decompressing the

ped in, however, and the decom- "
pression tore off their céething. A
‘hospital doctor said almost all thé
dead brought in were naked.

President- Ford had planned to
greet the orphans when they ar-/
rived at Travis Air-Force Base in
California after a stopover at Clark
Field in the Philippines. 4

Deeply saddened over the crash,
Ford said in San Francisco: “Our
mission of mercy will continue. The
survivors will be flown here when
they are physically able. Other i
waiting orphans will make the jour-
ney. ;
“This tragedy must not deter us ./
but offer new hope for the living,”
; the Presider saids e

Pan American Airways - an-
nounced that one of its 747 jumbo
jets will airlift about 400 Vietnam-
ese orphans and 50 attendants out
of Saigon touay under charter to
the Holt International Children’s
Services Mc. of Eugene, Ore. The
Pan Am jet will fly from Saigon to-
Seattle by wayv of Guam and Hono-
lulu, a distance of 9,000 air miles.

THE EMBASSY said that in addi- |
tion to the children — mixed-blood ‘
orphans, most sired by American
GIs — the plane carried 44 U.S.
mission escorts, 16 Air Force crew-
men and two flight nurses on its
flight out of Saigon.

“Many of those babies surnvived
the crash beautifully,” said a doc-
tor. “I carried in one handicapped
boy who still had his crutch and i
brace and all he said was he want- .
ed to go potty.” .

U.S. officials earlier this week
had refused to allow the same
group of orphans to board a World
Airways charter plane because they
believed it was unsafe to fly with
youngsters strapped to the floor, as
some were on the ill-fated flight
Friday.

Adoptive parents throughout ‘the
United States anxiously awaited

Turn to Page 16A Col. 1



{]eordlnator horrlfled

The man coordmatmg the
evacuation of / South: Viet-

‘adoptive agency: here ex-
pressed horror and shock to-
Cay at news that a plane
carrying 243 orphans: had
crashed. Nk
“Oh, God,” exclaimed
Rxchard Blanchfield, evacu-
atxon C'cm'm‘m for
Triends for All Children. an
sdeption agency based in.
Boulder, Colo. “This is hor-
rible.” .

Most .of . the orhpans
~hnard ths nlane rame fram

: eratg§
namese orphans:x'for can o

.‘t»iubpp‘
o

oo:o::oo':
»

an orphanage the aUency op-~ oo

. .

-~

“We : are m ‘a state of~ :

-
i |
-

»

shock:. *We are going to in-<-. .t

vestigate this,” Blanchﬁeld“’ a
said and then left the phone. -+

)v’O.v

° Quotable .
“My only solution for the -
problem of habitual acci-
dents is for everybody to
stoy in bed all day. Even-
then. there is always the
cha‘nce yor will fall out.”
* —Rebhert Benchley
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/ Specxal to t.he Exammer_ - 1
l“‘\\“ TRAVIS - ATR FORCE
5 ,‘,‘BASE = <We canneither -
,\ confirm nor deny thatt.he
\ancraft was sabotaged or*
:-that [it .was shot down”
‘,‘ Capt. Ned -Nevels, Travis ]
‘.:. public’. mformahon ofﬁcer“A
: ‘said today., 2

A *-questions:. - S ="about¥: the -
:_-j‘ - ~Trav15-based C-5A cargojet s
P A:hai; crashed“ orr takeoff at”
i Sa:gon e3 today,kmmg'j
at lef the Vietnam—v :

K eseo

announcement that 2,000 ht-
-*. tle refugees. would be ﬂown
+ 1o the- U.S..'under govem-,_

- :

< “Tt was one of our aJr-—L/
““craft, one of our crews,’
¢ said Capt ‘\evels‘ oK

. Officers at Travis- have’
: talked : with sumvmg crew
g fa members, he said. - ~_;,,V'4

j'i;f "He declined to say what |
e they may have. reported 4
-7.: about the cause of the trage- |
ree M - T £
- . He said he was authonzed 0
.* - only to report that he could |
", - peither confirm nor deny the.
o . . possibilities- of sabotage or:
;1. gundire.
The accident cast a cloud
.. over plans to bring this C-5A.
.- - and other Air Force planes
..« into Travis in the airlift an-
‘. nounced only yesterday by
- the President.

~ “We do not know anything |
- . at all about any further air- i
+ . lifts,” Capt. Nevels said. i
\=* e are in asortoflimbo |
‘<" about that.”

. . Before the tragedy, Travrs

-1 was reported gearing up to v

.+, take a major part in the !
.. government-sponsored evac- |
“+. uation, i
“Activity is picking up.” |

.




C5A await fakeoff in Saigon.
© ' AP Wirephoto

- They said the possibility exists because the mmx

4/ added Friday when the giant U.S. AiE

- WASHINGTON. — There is a “‘definite possibility”’ that
. sabotage might have caused the crash of the C-5A transport '

plane loaded with South Vietnamese orphans; military
. sources said Friday. ; o

dc-samsobmlt that tbe,pilot{s contmlp
- affected if the doors blow out. =

AteumntAirForceexpem'm ,'
other possibilities when it lmm ‘the

ANEWCIIAP‘!"EITOTHE

crashed 35 minutes after taking off from Tan Son
mmmmmmmwmwm
escorts, 16 crewmen and two flight nurses.

Almost half the children survived the disaster. - Fs

President Ford said he was “déeply saddened at the
- loss of so many lives” onthe first official U.S. orphan
" evacuation flight from Saigon, but that the airlift will go on.:

U.s. otﬂchlssaidabo\nlworphansandlstomwults
were pulled out alive and that the rest were either dead or
tmppedlntbepﬂvemed.mkingwxeckagel%mﬂelﬁnm
Tan Son Nhut airbase.

_ Identities were not expected until Saturday. v F Other mugm officials, who said they are m an /7,
/" THE CARGO PLANE, THE LARGEST in the world, open mind an the possible cause, said the C&mgmdad
seemed to land smoothly in a paddy field, but then bounced | by the South Vietnamese while on the ground.” e
across the Saigon River, where its wings broke off and a fire . But they said there was great confusion d“"'! the -
started the pxlot Capt. Dennis Traynor, said: The cockpit. ; .~ ContinuedonPage$A = . "
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crashes; 178 die

SAIGON (UPI) — A USS. A
Force C5A Galaxy transpor
plane carrying 305 persons.
most of them Vietnamese war
orphans bound for the United
States on the first flight of /
Presidefit Ford's emergency \/
Operation Babylift, crashed
and burned here today while
attempting = an . emergency
3 .lg,,‘d%n&'_ > ,‘ s ¢ P

At Teast 178 'of THose aboard’

the mercy flight were killed. the 4
U.S. Embassy said. Embassy /

spokesmen said at least 100
children and 15 te 20 adults
survived the first crash of the
world's largest plane.

The embassy said the pla
carried 243 orphans ranging in
age from 8 months te 12 years,
most of them fathered by U.S. {
servicemen formerly stationed \
in South Vietnam. The embassy
" said there also were 4 U.S. }‘ ,¥

Mission escorts. 16 Air Force

\
—UPI memﬂe crewmen and two flight nurses/ ?Q‘
RESCUE WORKERS SEARCH F OR BODIES IN PLANE WRECKAGE (The Pentagon said 10 medics.

[ 230 Viet Orphans Were Enroute to The Philippines and nurses from the Phillipines ™ ,
! ; were aboard).
. The Pentagon said both of the ~ |
_—huge clamshell loading doors at
the rear of the plane blew off
while the plane was flying at
23.000 feet. 40 to 60 miles out of
Saigon. It said the pilot reported /

- he lost control of his steering

Ll :, mechanism. presumably
9 -l because the doors had severed
V. ) hydraulic lines leading to the

\ib <4 = tail. The rear doors are so wide
//Z \ "y s that three jeeps can be driven

L
¢ 0 ~— e were immediate calls

) v | in Congress that the remaining

/ t ,‘ 77 C3s in the Air Force _be
> grounded. -

e oA, Ml Demnis
Traynor. turned back toward 3\/
Tan Son Nhut airbase but was }
unable to control the rate of ¥

- descent and plunged to earth 'm\ \
| a swampy area just outside the
' base. Ruptured fuel tanks burst
: |into flames, sending up towers
‘of smoke that could be seen in
 Saigon, six or seven miles

away. AR S T A
The C5A was bound for its

first stop at Clark Air Force

Base in the Philippines and

President Ford had planned to ¢
greet personally the orphans
when they arrived in California.

The crash sent a wave of /
shock through the United States L~
where hundreds of families
were awaiting to adopt the 2.000.
lorphans to be brought there on

(Continued on Back Page}
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(House aide, awakened at the
{ '“presidenlial quarters at Palm
Springs. Calif.. described the
rash as ‘‘unbelievable and
_shocking. ™ 3] ;
. South  Vietnamese lroops\

/" the “military  airlift. A White '
/

o

j’ﬁuickly sealed off the crash site_ | A

“an area near the Saigon River ¥4
which IS under partial /
| Communist controf. The plane/

\ iwas a mile and a half from thé

airport when it fell. -

© Many of the dead were

“children who had been strapped |

to the floor of the transport. |

which arrived (here earlier /

today from the Philippines .

carrying artillery pieces and
\ a@mmunition for hard-pressed
\ South Vietnamese troops strug- )

gling against Communist forces /
‘near-the city.— '

Earlier this week, U S, AID

officials refused to allow the /
same group of orphans 1o board /
a World Airways charter plane
because they felt it was unsafe
to fly with the youngsters strap-
ped to the Floor. :

It was the first crash of a
passenger plane at Tan Son ./

Nhut, which at the height of the
Vietnam War was one of the
world's busiest airports.

I'he area of the crash ‘was
partially controlled by the Viet
Cong  but there was no
“indication the C5A had been
shot down. Initial reports said )
the plane had reached an /
altitude "of 37.000 feet when the
cargo door on the plane blew off
—a similar type of incident
which caused the crash of a
Turkish DCI0 near Paris on
March 3. 1974, killing 315
persons in history's worst air
disaster. :

The C5A immediately Jost
pressurization, and the. pilot /

d poompay oy |

r
L

tried to return to Saigon. About
a mile-and-a-half short of the
airfield the plane smacked into
some_muddy ri® paddies and
skipped across like a flat ‘rock
on a pond. Pentagon officials
said fire apparently broke oyt in
a wing when a fuel tank J
ruptured on impact.

The huge clouds of billowing ./
black smoke could he seen in
Saigon. seven miles away,
more

The first airlift of 52 orphans
o the United States arrived
Thursday in San Francisco
aboard a privately owned World
Airways DC8 to g country
touched by the plight of the
millions of refugees fleeing a
Communist offensive. Adoption
agencies throughout the nation
were swamped with requests /
for Vietnamese children.

Thursday. President Ford
announced he was earmarking
a special $2 million fund to fly | >
out 2.000 orphans by military ‘s
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| Thursday

which arrived here earlier
today from the Philippines
carrvirg artillery pieces and
ammunition for hard-pressed
South Vietnamese troops strug-
gling against Communist forces
near the city.

Earlier this week. U.S. AID
officials .refused to allow the
same group of orphans to board
a World Airways charter plane
because they felt it was unsafe
to fly with the youngsters strap-
ped to the floor. -

It was the first crash of a
passenger plane at Tan Son
Nhut, which at the height of the
Vietnam War was one of the
world's busiest airports.

I'he area of the crash was
partially controlled by the Viet
Cong but there was no

~indication the C5A had been

shot down. Initial reports said
the plane had reached an
altitude "of 37.000 feet when the
cargo door on the plane blew off
—a similar type of incident
which' caused the crash of a
Turkish DCY0 near Paris onm
March 3. 1974, killing 345
persons in histor) s worst auﬂ
disaster.

The C5A. 1mmed1dlely lost%
pressurization. and the pilot’
tried to return to Saigon. About§
a mile-and-a-half short of ti
airfield the plane smacked into:
some_muddy ri# paddies and
skipped across like a flat rock
on a pond. Pentagon officials:
said fire apparently broke out in.
a wing when a fuel tank
ruptured on impact. :

The huge clouds of billowing
black smoke could be seen in
Saigon. seven miles away.
more

The first airlift of 52 orphans
to the United States arrived
in San Francisco
aboard a privately owned World

[ Airways DC8 to a country
| touched by the plight of the
\ millions of refugees fleeing a

Communist offensive. Adoption
agencies throughout the nation
were swamped with requests
for Vietnamese children.
Thursday. President Ford"
announced he was earmarking
a special $2 million fund to fly.
out 2.000 orphans by miMary

oluuxsau 40—
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ircraft.” Today's crash —the

irst involving a C5A —was the - news of the cradl h\t there
F\rst flight of the plan called werenoplapstodmeonthmeﬂle

“Qperation Babylift."

U8, officials in Wasﬁmgtbn i

said they were dismayed by

Alights..
It was the second incident of
the day involving orphan

flights. A Pan American World
Airways plane with 34 orphans

. abeard was grounded today in

Ups

|

L]

Guam by mechamcal difficul-
lles Y/ ;

Ml 1tary sources sald the area

of the crash site of the C5A was
30 per cent controlled by the

g

 ——

Communist Viet (,ong and there

had,beén fighting in the area
only Thursday night. Troops

- were rushed to the scene to

secure the area.as helicopters
ferried out the dead and living.

The children were -from
American-run orphanages in
Saigon and were leaving
Vietnam legally for their foster'
families in the United States.
The survivors were flown to the

_7th Day Adventist Hospital just

outside the gates of Tan Son
Nhut.

Bl DT



U.S. Air

* SAIGON (UPI) -y
with Viet-

?Force plane crowd

‘namese war orphans en route to the =
burned

pddy near..
< Saigon. More than half of the mpt‘r-' ¢

“United States crashed and
.Friday in a muddy rice

 sons aboard were killed. &
p TteU&embassysandatleast.ll
persons, most of them orphans 8

 months to 12 years old, died when the
3 mytransport the

vﬂnletrylngmmakelthacktoSai-

w Tan Son Nhut airport after two

cargo doors blew off in
'I‘hefhghtwasthefnrstof?regﬁ
Ford axrhftoforphanstcomSomh
Vietnam.

AUS. embassy spokesmen-said at
100 of the 243 orphans aboard
_‘and up to 20 adults survived the

- = Ba= e . .8

crash — the worst disaster in U.S.

_aviation history.

It is believed that some of the vic-

- tims were sucked out of the. plane
~when the cargo doors blew off, caus-
‘ing sudden decompression of the

plane. Most passengers were strap-

bmrln the decompression tore off

clothing. A hospital doctor said

. almost all the dead brought in were

naked.

President Ford had planned to
greet the orphans when they arrived
at Travis Air Force Base in Califor-
nia.

Deeply saddened over the crash, .

Ford said in San Francisco, ‘‘Our
mission of mercy will continue. The
survivors will be flown here when

' they are physically able. Other wait-

ing orphans will make the journey. . .

must not deter us
bm oﬁer new hope for the living,””’
ithe President said.

Pan American World Airways an-
nounced that one of its 747 jumbo jets
will bring about 400 Vietnamese or-
phans and 50 attendants from Saigon
Saturday under charter to the Holt .
International Children’s Services
Inc of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am

{f)l{ from Saigon to Seattle
Guam and Honolulu, a total
dstanceof9000mrmﬂes -

The embassy said that in addition
to the children — mixed-blood or-
phans, most sired by American'f
troops — the plane carried 44 U.S.
Mission escorts, 16 Air Force crew- .
men and two flight nurses.

“Many of those babies survived
the crash beautifully,” said a doctor.

Apnl 5, 1975, »Dehver, Colo

rphan-crowded plane crashes at Salgon

“1 cnrrle&m ‘one handicapped boy

‘who still had his crutch and’ brace

and all he said was he wanted to go
tothe bathroom.”

. Officials for U.S. Agency for Inter-

national Development (AID) earlier
this week had refused to allow the
same group of o to board a
World Airways c!

to travel strapped to the

floor. Some of the orphans on the

flight that crasheed Friday were
to the Floor.

The plane had traveled about 40
miles from Saigon’s international
airport when both' clamshell-shaped
doors at the rear of the huge fuselage
blew off in /flight, evidently damag-
ing hydraulic systems leading to tail
controls.

The doors are large enough for

rter plane be--
-‘cause they believed it was unsafe for

2 ﬁo&:ﬁy Madhdins s—-\,

three Jeeps to be driven into thj ‘
planeabreast when they blew off thy
air pressure inside dropped instan|

The pilot, Maj. Dennis Tra
said this caused him to have diffic
ty in controlling the plane’s rate
descent and ability to turn.

Traynor, covered with mud but w |
hurt, said that he attempted to lar |
at the airport he had just left. But |
minutes after he had taken off t|
plane plowed into a rice paddy ar
just short of the runway, disinl
ed and burst into flames. Legr’

A Pentagon spokesman said {
fact the pilot kept the plane level

it in to a crash-landing
‘“‘a remarkable demostration)
flymg skill.”

{Continued on page 13\
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Refugee plane crashes at Saigon

; ruptured at impact
moved in quickly to seal off the  the hospital was operated by off a fire that still when bodies of babies to the helicop-
crash site, an area partially the military and treated thou- darkness fell several hours the “ters. i :
- under Communist eontrol. - < lﬂﬂdwumthls. : crmhul‘;ireteenglnesl 0;)u1d 3‘: CSAll those who survived &
American-built helicopters  “I just can't talk,” said an reach s'd 'a?ndmr:o‘: f"’mfm m must have been on the upper /
swept in quickly, taking out the American woman escort who Wm‘;{: Mg tar er deck,” said Dr. Wil-
injured first, then the dead. = _ survived the crash. “I just Saigon River. y iam Oldham, the American’
Many of the corpses. were J0n't know what - It At dusk South Vietnamese chief medical adviser to.the
bablos $i kid héen st just so fast. All I know is soldiers had deployed around~ government of South Vietnam.
b the which had We landed in a big mud puddle the site, the scene of fighting "“All those below in the cargo
arrived in Saigon earlier andherelamnow. previous night. _ section must have been kill- .
Friday carrying artillery A crewman who survived, a /*[ saw the airplane going up, €d. e
pieces and 'amk;ll;uni_tion for US. Air Fosl‘:& l'%[el‘:zt from e suddenly sms;%mg around  “There could be people any- e
government soldiers fighting . Just came returning,” said a govern- /where in this grass,” said a - .
to stave off a Qkumumst% out here for the weekend.” ment militia man in nearby An//weary American rescue work- /
over. ; Some of the crewmen were Phu Dong village, only five er a dusk, slogging throug the
Most survivors wese flown injured. All but one were found miles north of'the center of myq and the high grass that ,
by helicopter to the alive by nightfall, the U.S. Saigon. “It lost headway and grey from it. “We're going to
Day Adventist Hospital just  embassy said. crashed into the swamp. have to sweep this area tomor-
‘huge gasoline tank on  Stunned Vietnamese soldiers row.” = . i

~
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Sabotage Of plane IS suspected
““

in Vietnamese orphans’ deaths

WASHINGTON (AP) — Military sources
said Friday there was a “‘definite possibil-

_/ity” that sabotage might have caused the -

crash of a C5 transport plane loaded with
‘South Vletnamese orphans.

.They said there is suspicion of possmle
sabotage because the cargo doors of C3s
are so built that the pilot’s controls should
not be affected if the doors blow out.

7

The team is coming from Thailand.

The report came as government officials
said the airlift of Vietnamese to the United

States will contmue despxte the traglc ; \
: . [during the loading of the war orphans and 7

crash.

The Pentagon reported earlier that the
pilot of the striken C5 which crashed near
the Saigon airport said he lost all elevator,

./ rudder and flap control after what was de-
_scribed as a “massive explosive deeom-
pression”’ in the cargo compartment :

A spokesman said the word Ve .

ret’erred to the suddenness of the

A team of Air Force experts will investi-
gate this and other possibilities when it -
visits the crash site probably Saturday.

/preparations for takeoff and they said it
was possible somebody who wanted to
damage the plane could have slipped
aboardat that nme

Mlhtary sources said there had never be-
fore been a blowout of C5 cargo doors m
the nearly five years that the world’s big-¥
gest cargo planes have been in operatnon

pression attributed to the blowing open of
rear cargo doors.

Officers familiar with the design of t
(5 said it is possible a saboteur could have
placed an explosive charge inside a
sage leading from the cargo compartment
tothe plane’s tail.

Other Pentagon officials who said, they
are keeping an open mind . on poésxble E
They sald there have been some inci-
.dents in which rear carge doors of smaller @
~Cl41 transport planes have blown open be- *
cause of the failure of clamps, but that .
pilot. controls were never harmed in these =
mcxdents

US. ofticials expressed deep concern
over the plane crash but said the alrhft of

. Details of plane crash on page 3;
arec reaction on pages 5 and 17.

cause, said the C5 was guarded by the
South Vietnamese while on the ground at
Tan Son Nhut air base.

But they said there was great confusion

hn‘ w:fh class achdn smf
' sromr ou_nez 5 _



erash of a C5 tran transport plane loaded with
Somh Vlemamese orphans. .

3 'lhey said thPre is suspicion of possxble

2 because the cargo doors. of C5s

are so- built that the pilot’s controls should
be affected if the doors blow out.

\‘i'

teamis commg from Thailand.

- The report came as govemment officials

iald the airlift of Vietnamese to the Urited

States will continue despite the tragic
= S ,

" The Pentagon reported earlier that the

ptlt)t of the striken C5 which crashed near
the Saigon airport said he lost all elevator,
guider and flap control after what was de-
as a “massive explosive deeom-

" in the cargo compartment. -

by

A

reierred to the suddenness of the

e
u»-, &%

 § 4 \«pluner carrying . these ‘ and Zﬁ‘i

v tea!notmr Foree experts will investi-
this and other possibilities when it -
the crash site probably Saturday.

spokwnansaxdthewordex é‘

. Minutes ufter this phote wosxtelgen Fndayq,

C5 said it is possnble a saboteur could have
placed an explosive charge inside a pas-
sage leading from the cargo con'g)artment
tothe plane’s tail.

Other Pentagon officials who said they
are keeping an open mind on possible

Details of plane crcsh on page 3;
area reaction on pages 5 and 17.

cause, sald the C5 was guarded by the
South Vietnamese while on the ground at
Tan Son Nhut air base.

But they said there was great confusion
during the loadmg of the war orphans and

aboard at that {i tlme

Mihtary sources said there had never be-
fore been z blowout of C5 cargo doors in
the nearly five years that the world’s big-
gest cargo plam have been in operat:on.

Theysaldthere havebeensomem—

Adentsmwlnchmareargodoomotsmaﬂer
- CM1 transport planes have blown open be-

cause of the failure of clamps, but that
pilot controls were never harmed in these

incidents.

UsS. ofﬁcials expressed deep concern
over the p crash but said the airlift of
orphans should go on. :

FDMI Ist Nahonal Bancarp
~ hit w'fh class achon suif

: - Plane carrymg orphans crashes

.

rasyRetady wf?

STORY ON I’AGE 5

!

m«orpimaashedmdbwned whole(memptmg an emer-
5 £gencylond!ﬂgﬂﬂm&mﬂhufmrpoﬂ STORY ON PAGE 3.
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abotage of plane is suspected
1 Vietnamese orphans’ deaths

SHINGTON (AP) — Military sources

“riday there was a ‘‘definite possibil-
hat sabotage might have caused the -

of a C5 transport plane loaded with
Vietnamese orphans.

y said there is suspicion of possible
1ge because the cargo doors. of C5s
» built that the pilot’s controls should
affected if the doors blow out.

am of Air Force experts will investi-

'his and other possibilities when ‘it

the crash site probably Saturday.

am is coming from Thailand.

report came as government officials
ie airlift of Vietnamese to the United
will continue despite the tragic

Pentagon reported earlier that the
f the striken C5 which crashed near
gon airport said he lost all elevator,
and flap control after what was de-
1 as a “massive explosive deeom-
n” in the cargo compartment. -

okesman said the word
°d to the suddenness of the

asve

pression attributed to the blowing open of
rear cargo doors. )

Officers familiar with the .design of the
C5 said it is possible a saboteur could have
placed an explosive charge inside a pas-
sage leading from the cargo companment
tothe plane’s tail.

Other Pentagon officials who sald they
are keepmg an open mmd on possible

. Details of plane crash on page 3;
area reaction on pages 5and 17.

cause, said the C5 was guarded by the

South Vietnamese while on the ground at

Tan Son Nhut air base.

~ But they said there was.great confusion

. “during the loadmg of the war orphans and

preparations for takeoff and they said it
was possible somebody who wanted to
damage the: plane could have slipped
aboard at that time. .

Military sources said there had never be-
fore been a blowout of C5 cargo doors in
the nearly five years that the world’s big-
ge§t cargo planes have been in operatnon

They smd there haoe*been some inci-

; .dents in which rear-carge doors of smaller
- CMl transport planes have blown open be-

cause of the failure of elamps, but that
pilot controls were never harmed in tlme

,mcxdents

US. officials expmsed ‘deep concern

',overmepianecrashmtsammemmnof
orphansshouldgom R
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