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Fed Can Act 
• , I 

~s King Midas 
~--~or Scrooge 
i . ·' . 
~, .Managers of Money 
I:· Supply, Credit Fail in 
~. Both Roies, Critics Say 

BY PAULE. STEIGER 
Times Staff Writer . . 

1 WASHINGTON-A frequent ritual 
~or any President's economic advisers 
js to take a short trip from the Whita. 
!House down Constitution Ave. and 
have lunch at the marble•hewn head. 
~uarters of the Federal Reserve Sys. 
Item. · · 
· "The food is always good,' says a 
tnan who has made the trip many 
:times, "but on the whole you don't 
get very much information." 
' Nobody gets very much irforma• 
tion from the Federal Reserve. 
/ Its 19 leaders-the seven members 
of the board · of governors and the 
presidents of the 12 Federal Reserve 
banks-meet here every four weeks· 
behind closed doors. 

Theif decisions, taken in secret, 
touch the lives and livelihoods of all 

-200 million Americans, not lo men. 
tion countless other people from Lon. 
don to Tokyo. But until the decisions 
are released to the public, 45 days af. 
ter they are made, even a President , 
can have trouble finding out exactly 
'What th~y are. 

· :,Today, economists and political 
leaders alike are paying increasing 
.attention to the activities of these 19 
men. For while the White House and 
Congress wrestle in public over the 
shape of tax cuts and spending pro. 

,,grams needed to guide the economy 
onto ~·:smoother path, many are com• 
fog" fo believe that the decisjons the 

• federal Reserve is making in private 
are even more importanl 
· · ·Through their mastery of such 
technfoal-sounding. mysteries as re• 
qui~~- reserve ratios; discount rates, • 
an(l nnPn m::irln>! l'IT'li:>t'~firmc, tl,o l.'oA 

ON DOOMED FLIGHT -Vietnamese orphans with 
their bottles are dwarfed by seats of a C-SA· plane 

' thot crashed near ·Saigon shortly after this photo 
was t.::,E:n. Below, crash site with burning wreckage. 

AP Weephoto 
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Help or· Earn Traitor 
Label --Thieu to U.S. 

Loss · of Support Has Caused Loss· of 
Morale, He Says; Won't Step Down· 

From Times Wire Services 

SAIGON-President Nguyen Van Thieu said Friday the Uniled Stales must 
honor its pledges of aid to South Vietnam or American would earn "the lube! of 

· traitors." 

Plane -Carrying 
. -Viet Orphans 

Crashes; 178 · Die 
From Times Wire Services 

SAIGON-The first official U.S. 
mercy airlift of Vietnamese war or• 
phans ended in flaming disaster Fri• 
day when an Air Force cargo plane 
carrying_ 305 persons crashed in a 
rice paddy. Washington military 'offj. 
cials suspected sabotage. 

The U.S. Embassy said that at least 
178 persons, m9st of them orphans 8 
months to 1 year old, died in the 
crash 'of the C-5A Galaxy,. the world's 
largest airplane. 

It was the first of the flights or-
dered by President Ford to bring 2,-
000 Vietnamese . orphans to new 
homes in the United States. Mr. Ford 
and his wife had planned to be· al 
Travis Air Forc·e Base, Calif., when 
the Galaxy transport arrived Monday • 

He said the airlift would continue 
despite the tragedy. 

The plane slashed to earth ll/2 
milE's from .Tan Son :Nhut air base 
wi~h the pilot trying a desperate pan• 
cake '.anding in a rice paddy just 35 
minutes af:er it had taken off. 'fhe 
plane had risen to 23,000 feet fmd 
was about 18 miles ncn hP?.!"t. nf s~,=-

In an hour-Jong addre~s that broke 
a two.week silence on t:1e Commu• 
nist offensive, Thieu ordered forma . 
tion of a new government, resisting 
continuing demands that he :c:lep 
down to open the way for a polil1cai 
grouping that might deal with !he 
Communist side and reach a negotiat-
ed settlement of the war. 

Thieu said that in an <>ffort to re-
build morale and fighting sµirit 
among the South Vietnamese. hr lv1d 
accepted the resignation of Prime 
Minister Tran Thien Khiem and his 
cabinet. 

Nguyen Ba Can, chairman of the 
National Assembly since 1972, harl 
agreed to become prime minister and 
form a new government. he :::2-id. Can 
is regarded by Saigon · politicians as 
fight wing and a supporter of Thieu. 

-
. In his speech, Thieu put much of 
the blame for ·South Vietnam's set. 
backs on the United St.ates, charging 
America had -let the Communists 
bring all the arms and men into 
South Vietnam for the offensive 
while not replacing Saigon·s losses. 

"We might say directly that the 
battlefield situation which recently 
occurred, of course was throt1gh 
weakness," he said. 

"We also have to admit that the 
spirit of the people of South Vietnam 
has been undermined for more than 
one year since they saw the people of 
the United States not only did noth-
ing but have contributed to it by let-
ting the Communists infiltrate lii:re-
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The new Ptlrkerl80 
~ r:-d =--~ 

One pen. One point. 
Two ways to write • . 

TheJi1pi111 
cp-PARKER 

79th Year No. 27,398 El 'flJ (CJ The Japan Times 1975 

'All the News Withoui 
SATURDAY, I APR 

- ------- ---------'-

Plane Carrying 243 
Ce·ausescu _Arrives 
For . 6-Day State Visit 

Romanian President Ni-
colae Ceausescu arrived here 
Friday for a six-day state vis-
it, his first to Japan. 

He was accompanied by his 
wife Elena, and Romanian of-
ficials , including Deputy Pre-
mier Cheorghe Oprea, For-
eign Minister Cheorghe Maco-
vescu and Chemical Industry 
Minister Mihail Florescu. 

Presiderit Ceausescu is the 
second East European head of 
state to visit Japan. President 
Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia 
visited Japan fa 1968. 

He had been scheduled to 

visit Japan in May 1972. But 
his visit at that time was can-
celed due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances of Japan and Ro-
mania. 

Ceausescu and his party 
were met at the Tokyo Inter-
national Airporf by Ambassa-
dor to Romania Ryoko Ishi-
kawa and his wife; Toshio 
Mitsudo, Chief of the Suite of 
Honor, and his wife; Roma-
nian Ambassador Niculae Fi-
nantu and his wife; and other 
officials concerned. 

Following their arrival, . 
Ceausescu and his party were 

. Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu (left) ijnd the 
Emperor drink a toast at a luncheon at the Imperial Palace 
Friday. The Emperoi: and Empress hosted the luncheon in 
·honor of Romanian ·President and Mrs. Ceausescu.• 

Mikj, ·• Ceauses~u S~e~. 
Economic Cooperation 

Stepped-up economic coope-. · )n 19?4,_, _ Japa_n-Romania 

immediately escorted to the 
Government Guesthouse, 
where official welcoming cere-
monies were held. 

The President and his wife 
were received by the Emper-
o r a n d Empress, Crown 
Prince and Princess, Prime 
Minister Takeo Miki and oth-
er dignitaries. 

Accompanied by Prince Hi-
tachi, President Ceausescu 
and his wife arrived at the 
Imperial Palace at 12:30 p.m. 
for a meeting with the Em-
peror and Empress. 

The Emperor welcomed the 
couple at the entrance of the 
palace as Imperial honor 
guards played music. 

In receiving the Romanian 
head of st11te and Mrs. Ceau-
sescu, the Emperor presented 
the Grand Cordon of the 
Supreme Order of Chrysanthe-
mum to the President and 
gifts-an autographed ·photo-
graph of the Emperor and Em-
press and Japanese lacquer 
ware to the President and a 
handbag to Mrs. Ceausescu. 

In return, the Romanian 
President presented to the 
Emperor the Romanian De-
coration of Star ·First Class. 

They talked for about 20 
minutes in an amicable atmo-
sphere. 
• The luncheon hosted by the 
Emperor and Empress started 
at 1 p.m., with tpe presiden-
tial suite and 122 Japanese 

Continued on Page 4 

Miyazawa Admits 
N. Viet Talks Fail 

Foreign Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa admitted Friday at 

s. 
To 

Vietriar, 
Comm 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (Kyodo-
Reuter) - President Gerald 
Ford said Thursday he did not 
anticipate the fall of Vietnam 
to the Communists, but he 
acknowledged the situation }Vas 
grim and regretted he did not 
have the military power at his 
disposal to deter further ag-
gression. 

He told a press conference 
he still intended to press Con- · 
gress to provide $300 million 
in emergency military aid to 
the beleaguered Saigon Gov-
ernment. 

But the first priority he 
stressed . was the need to help 
Vietnamese refugees, arid he 
announced emergency mea- . 
sures to evacuate as many as 
possible on U.S. Navy ships 
a n d giant C-5A transport 
planes. · 

The President disclosed that 
he had set aside $2,000,00C in 
special foretgn aid funds t-0 
fly 2,000 South Vietnamese or- · 
phans to the United States as 

· soon as possible. 
He said 1he had directed all 

available naval ships to stand off Indochina to do whatever 
was necessary to assist in the 
evacuation of refugees. 

He had also ordered that 
the C-5A transport plane_ and 
other aircraft be sent to Sai- , 
gon to bring out orphans and 
appealed to the United Na-
tions to use its moral . in-
fluence to permit innocent 
people. to leave. 
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Red Cross Will: . G! 
Send Aid to ·Viet~··. :~ 

The Japanese Red Cross has Cor 
made arrangements to send 'Rar 
relief g~.~d~-_!~r ,_in · of ! 
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243 Orphan"S 'Crashes 
s. 
To 

Vietnam Will Not Fall 
Communists: Ford 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (Kyodo-
Reuter) - President Gerald 
Ford said Thursday he did not 
anticipate the fall of Vietnam 
to the Communists, but he 
acknowledged the situation :was 
grim and regretted he did not 
have the military power at his 
disposal to deter further ag-
gression. 

He told a press conference 
he still intended to press Con-
gress to provide $300 million 
in emergency military aid to 
the beleaguered Saigon Gov-
ernment. 

But the first priority he 
stressed was the need to help 
Vietnamese refugees, and he 
announced emergency mea- . 
sures to evacuate as many as 
possible on U.S. Navy ships 
a n d giant C-5A transport 
planes. 

The President disclosed that 
he had set aside $2,000,00C in 
special forei'gn aid funds to 
fly 2,000 South Vietnamese or- -
phans to the United States as 
soon as possible. 

He said he had directed all 
available naval ships to stand 
off Indochina to do whatever 
was necessary to assist in the 
evacuation of refugees. 

He had also ordered that 
the C-5A transport plane_ and 
other aircraft be sent to Sai-
gon to bring out orphans and 
appealed to the United Na-
tions to use its moral in-
fluence to permit innocent 
people to leave. 

"And we call on North Viet-
nam to permit the movement 
of refugees to areas of their 
choice." 

Ford expressed dismay that 
South Vietnamese President 
Nguyen Van Thieu had not in-
formed him in advance of the 
retreat he ordered and which 
has led to lightening Commu-
nist successes and the mass 
flight of panicky refugees. 

Asked why President Thieu 
had not told him about his 
plans, Ford sharply stated it 
was up to the South Vietnam-
ese leader to reply. 

At the same time, Ford said 
he had no intention of sug-
gesting that President Thieu 
should resign even though it 

could lead to a cease-fire 
which would permit the evac-
uation of refugees. 

He said it was not for him 
to tell President Thieu what 
to do and in any case he did 
not believe that humanitarian 
efforts by the United States 
would be affected by whoever 
was the President of South 
Vietnam. ., 

News executives addressed 
by the President earlier in 
the day reported he had said 
t h a t President Thieu had 
made a unilateral decision to 
execute a poorly planned and 
unnecessary pullback from 
the central highlands and _oth-

Continued ·on Page 4 

S. Vietnam Forces 
Repulse Red Attack 

SAIGON (Kyodo-Reuter) - U.S. Navy Task ,Vorce 
The Saigon command Friday , SAIGON (Kyodo-Reuter) -
reported heavy fighting in An American Navy task force 
coastal areas after days of ordered to South Vietnam by 
abandoning towns to Com- President Gerald Ford was 
munist forces with troops and loading refugees from the port 
civilians in disorder. of Phan Rang after some rock-

News of the apparent stiff- et fire from the shore forced 
ening of resistance came as them away from another city, 
the Government announced American officials said Friday. 
that it had foiled an attempted They said the firing came 
military coup. Reliable sources from Cam Ranh, one of a sue-
said seven people including cession of coastal cities aban-
some high-ranking officers, doned by the Saigon Govern-

. had been arrested. ment. Red Cross Will A. military spoke
0

sman said . None of the vario~ ships i!1 
_ . , - Government troops _ supported ; t~e are~ had been hit, the offl-

s , J Aid to ·V1'· etl:i' "'"1i/ltril,.'e5 a,;ft a naval ·t:.:i~ £aid. But &.e.,re~cue ,op-e nu . 0 bom!#clment had repulsed a eration had once agam been 
The Japanese Red Cross has Co ist attack on Phan moved further round the coast 

made arrangements to send Ran bout 270 kilometers east toward S!!igon, this t~e to 
relief goods for refugees in of e on the South China Phan Rang, some_ 270 k1lome-
~o_u,th ~--~i:t~~~-}!~o~f~, _ Sea "~~l~:~Y,L~u~:::5 te~ .. ~~,~~:,_ca~~'.~\.. ., n 

Over 100 Survive; 
296 Were Aboard 

SAIGON (AP) - A giant U.S. Air Force C5A 
Galaxy transport crashed in flames Friday with 296 
persons aboard, im;luding 243 Vietnamese orphans 
that were being flown to the l'hilippines and the 
United States, the U.S. Embassy announced. 

The embassy said first re-
ports indicated possibly 100 of 
the children and 10 to 15 adults 
survived. Authorities at a hos-
pital said 63 babies, eight crew-
men and another adult were 
brought there alive and more 
survivors were on the way. 

An embassy spokesman said 
the plane was carrying .243 or-
phans, 43 persons escorting the 
children, and an Air Force 
crew of 10. 

He said most of the escorts 
were Americans, members of 
the families of Defense Depart-
ment employees attached to 
the embassy, and that the rest 
were Australians. 

The pilot was among the sur-
vivors, the spokesman said. 

Aviation officials said the 
pilot reported decompression 
problems abaut 30 kilometers 
northeast of Tan Son Nhut Air-
port and was returning there 
when the left wing caught fire 
and exploded. 

The pilot said the decompres-
sion problem was caused by a 
malfunction in the rear loading 
·door. 

The plane, the biggest in the 
world, went down on the east 
bank of the Saigon River, then 
bounced across at a point 
where the channel is 150 to 200 
meters wide. 

Helicopters from Air Ameri-
ca, the American charter air-
line, and the Sou\h Vietnamese 
Air Force picked up ·the sur-
vivors and !'UShed them to the 
Seventh _Day Adventist Hos-
pital in Saigon: . 

The 'U.S. Air Force had rush-
ed the big -plane to Saigon 

that normally accommodate 
three adults on the upper pas-
senger deck; strapped to the 
floor on the lower cargo deck. 

Many screamed in fright as 
the big plane was loaded. 
Others slept in the arms of 
some of the relief workers ac-
companying them. 

The $56 million C5A Galaxy 
is manufactured by Lockheed 
and is 248 feet long, has a 223-
foot wingspan and stands as 
high as a six-story building. 

The Air Force began flying 
the plane in June 1970, lmd it 
made a valuable contribution 
to the Vietnam war by hauling 
heavy equipment speedily to 
the war zone. But it has been 
plagued by wing cracks and 
still flies under weight restric-
tions. 

The Galaxy was grounded 
for a time in -1971 after one of 
the four engines tore loose as 
one of the planes was prepar-
ing to take off from Altus Air 
Force Base in Oklahoma. 

The first crash of a CS was 
near Clinton, Okla., on Sept, 
27, 1974. 

Miki Meets Premier 
Of West Australia 

, 

Visiting Premier . Charles 
Court of Western Australia 
paid a courtesy call on Prime 
Minister Takeo Miki at his of-
ficial residence Frfday. 

Kazuo Tamaki, an Upper 
House Dietman who is also a 
member of the Japan-Austra-
lia Dietmen's League, was 
nri:acont bt tho mootinrT 
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Over J(JO Sur.vive; 
296 Were Aboard 
, SAIGON (AP) .:.... A giant U.S. Air Force C5A 
Galaxy transport "cr!lshed in flames Friday with 296 
persons aboard, •im;luding 243 .Vietnamese orphans 
that were being flown to the l'hilippines ·.and the 
United States; the U.S. ·Embassy announced. . . 

, . The embassy said first. re-
ports indicated possibly 100 of 

· the children and 10 to 15 adults. 
survived. Authorities at a hos-
pital saidJiil.,b!lbies1 eight creW-
rrien and 'kriother adult were 
brought there alive. and more 
survivors were onthe way • . . 

An embassy spokesman said 
. the plane was Carrying ,243 or-
. phans; persons escorting the 
.children,· and , an Air Force 
crew of 10. · 
. He said most of the escorts 

were Americans, ,members of 
the families of Defense Depart-
·ment employees attached to' 
the embassy, and that the rest 
were Australians. · 

The pilot was among the sur-
. · vivors, the spokesman said. 

A ~ia tion officials said 'the 
pilot · reported decompression 
problems about . 30 kilometers 
northeas\ -of Tan Son Nhut Air-
port and was returning there 
when the left wing caught fire 
and exploded. · • . 

~he,.pilot said the decompres-
;ton pro~lel"n: was _caused hr a 
malfunction m the rear loadmg 
·door. . ' 

The_ plane,. thtl biggest in tpe 

that . ,normally accommodate 
• three adults on the upper pas-
senger deck; , strapped to the 
floor on the lower cargo deck. 
. Many ·screamed ih fright as 
the big plane ; was loaded. 
Others slept in · the arms of 

• some of the i;elief workers ac-
companying· them. 

The $56 million CSA Galaxy 
is manufactured by Lockheed 
and is 248 feet !orig, has a 223-
foot wingspan and stands as 
)iigh as a six-story building. 

The Air Force began flying 
the plane in June 1970, 1md it 
made a valuable contribution 
to the Vietnam war by hauling-
heavy equipment speedily . to 
the war zone. But it 'has been 
plagued by wing cracks and 
still flies under weight restric-
tions. ' 

The Galaxy was grounded 
for a time in -1971 after one of 
the four engines tore loose as 
one of the planes ~?S prepar-
ing to take off from Altus Air 
Force Bijse in Oklahoma. 

The · first · crash of a C5 was . 
near Clinton, · Okla., on Sept, 
27, 1974 • . 

world, went down on the east , , 
bank of the Saigon River, then M,iki Meets Premier 
bounced across at a point , 

·where the channel is 150 to 200 .0£ West Australia 
meters· wide. .,,. Visiting Premier - Charles 

Helicopters from Air Ameri. Court of Western Australia 
cat the American charter air- · paid a courtesy-_call on Prime 
li11e, and the Sou\h V/etnamese· .'Minister· Tilkeo Miki at })is of-

- Afr. 'Forfe ·picl<eil 'Up -ui~-sur~ · ficiaf h$id@t;e "Ffidaf. · ·. -· · · · 
vivors and !11Shed them to the ' J(az1,1~· ·Tamaki, a_n Upper 
·Severitli Day Adventist Hos- House Dietman wllo is also a 
pita! in Saigon." · ' · member of the Japan-Austra-

The 'U.S. Air Force had rushc · li D" ! , Le ,.,, 
ed the_· 0big ,·plane "to Saigon · a ie mens 8:5 ue, was 

present at the meetmg. , . from ,the Ph\lippin~s to in-
augurate a U.S . . Government 

, airlift of 2,000 Vietnamese war 
orphans to the United States. 

The children were to have 
'been examined at Clark Base, 
70 kilometers north of Marµla, · 

. and • those pronounced fit .foi:_ 
· the transpacific fiight were to 
have been flown-to the United 
States Saturday. 

· The children aboard the first 
· flight were reported to be six 
to 12 months old. · 

The babies were packed into 
the plan~lO of them in seats 

Earth' Tremor· Shakes 
Greece; None Hurt 

ATHE;NS (AP) - An earth 
tremor measuring 5.5 on the 
Richter Scale shook Athens· and 
other Greek cities Friday, the · 
National Seismological Serviee 
announced. · 

It said the quake's epicenter 
was located in central Greece, · 
120 kilometers northwest · of 
Athens: No damage or casual- · 
ties were reported. 
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AP Racliophot.o 
Nurses Myrna Fisher (left) and cousin Mary Fisher bold six of 55 Vietnamese orphans 

who were flown into Oakland late Wednesday night. They are shown with the orphans at the 
home of Myrna Fisher's sister in Sacramento, Calif. Thursday morning. Two of the babies will 
stay in Sacramento and the other four will be taken to the Los Angeles area. 

Americans Enthuse Over 'Orphans1 

NEW YORK (AP) - "This 
has been a great outpouring 
of human C'ompassion," said 
Elizabeth Manning, one of tl)e 
many persons working, volun-
teering aid, cash and homes 
for thousands of Vietnamese 
orphan refugees. 

The first 58 of an estimated 
2,000 South Vietnamese or-
phans arrived in Oakland, Ca-
lif., Wednesday night. Four 
were hospitalized and some 
were taken to homes of their 
adoptive parents Thursday 
morning 

The others were moved to 
the San Francisco Presidio, 
an Army facility near the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 

They spent much of Thurs-
day in wide-eyed wonder, get-
ting their first taste of Amer-
ica. Many went wheeling 
around on tricycles, tossing 
rubber balls and basketballs 
and playing with military po-
licemen. Volunteer women 
cradled sleeping babies and 
cooed to them . 

Across the nation, adoption 
agencies, church groups and 
state welfare organizations re-
ported receiving thousands of 
telephone calls offering cash 
donations or adoption of the 
children. Mrs. Manning, of 
Catholic Services i~1 . Miami1 

s a i d , "this situation has 
touched everyone." 

In their homeland, Vietnam-
ese mothers were tearfully of-
fering their children for adop-
tion in hopes the girls and 
boys could get to the United 
States before the rest of the 
Southeast Asian nation fell to 
North Vietnamese-led forces. 

In Saigon, Nguyen Thi Liem 
said, "I don't want my babies 
to die," and burst into tears 
after signing a waiver giving 
up her three children in hopes 
they will he taken to the 
United States for adoption and 
safety. 

The 28-year-old mother 
s a i d i n halting English 
learned in a decade of living 
with Americans that two of 
her children were fathered by 
Americans. 

"Maybe some day, the VC 
(Viet Cong) he here . My chil-
d r e n die. Maybe rocket. 
Maybe bomb. Maybe they 
kill," she said. 

She turned custody of the 
three children over to the 
Vietnam-American Children's 

Fund - an organization back 
·ed by an American adopti01 
agency, _ Welcome House, o 
Doylestown, Pa. VACF rum 
two children's homes in Sai-
gon. 

Victor Srinivasan, director 
of the two VACF homes, said 
the chances are slim that 
Liem's waiver will be accept-
ed and her youngsters will go 
to tl:e United States. 

Srinivasan said the ap-
proach of the Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese forces had 
sent mothers flocking to or-
phanages trying to get their 
children accepted for transfer 
to the United Slates. 

"We just don't know how 
much longer we'll he able to 
operate in South Vietnam. We 
want to get as many chil-
dren out as we can," said 
Cheryl Markins, executive di-
rector of Friends of Children 
of Vietnam. 

The $2 million evacuation 
program for the orphans is 
being operated by the U.S. 
Agency for Internationl Devel-
opment. 

8,000 ROI( Studentr 
...-. 
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Suspett Sabotage 
WASHINGTON CAP) 

-Military sources said 
F r i d a y there was a 
"definite possibility" 
that sabotage m i g h t 
.have caused the crash 
of a CSA transport 
p I a n e loaded with 
South Vietnamese or-
phans. 

They said there is sus- . 
picion of possible sabotage 
because the cargo doors of 
C5As are so built that the 
pilot's controls should not 
be affected if the doors 
blow out. 

A team of Air. Force experts 
will investigate this and other 
possibilities when it visits the 
crash site probably Saturday. 
The team is coming from Thai• 
land. 

The report came as govern-
ment officials said the airlift of 
Vietnamese to the United 
States will continue despite the 
tragic crash. 

* * * * * * * 

CSA Crasl, 

The Pentagon reported ear-
lier that the ·pilot of the stricken 
C5A which crashed near the Sai-
gon airport said he lost all 
elevator, rudder and flap con-
(Contlnued on Back Page, Col. 4) ANGUISH SHOWS ON THE FACES OF WOMEN CARRYING BABIES WHO SURVIVED THE CRASH. 
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By The Associated Press 
"She is everything we ,J?Ver 

wanted." 
That's how Adele Kolinsky of 

Spring -Valley, N.Y., summed 
up her feelings Friday aft1!!' 
meeting Nguyen Thi My IiuC>I¢ 
the "three-year-old Vietnamese 
girl she had adopted. 

The girl, whose new name 
will be Robyn Lan, arrived,. at 
New York's La Guardia Ait:pt>rt 
early Friday. She was one of 
more than 50 children who ar-
rived safely in this country on 
Thursday after a World Air-
ways flight from Saigon. 

Friday· was a day of joy' ,am! 
laughter for the new parenis of 
these children. It was ll day . of 
hugs and shy smiles;· a day 
when the face in a ,picture 
came to life. ~, 

Friday brought tragidally dif-
ferent news to other Americans 
waiting to learn if the children 
they had adopted were -aboard 
an Air Force C5A that crashed 
shortly after takeoff from Sai-
gon early -Friday. . 

The plane carried 243 Viet-
namese orphans and 62 adults. 
More than half the orphans 
were killed. 

"We don' t know if he's on the 
plane or what," said David 
Shakow of Mechanicville, N.Y., 
referring to the 13-month-o:ld 
Vietnamese boy he is trying to 
adopt. 

Shakow, 32, said he and his 
wife had sent money for the 
chilc?'s air fare "and we're un-
der the assumption they're go-
ing to fly him out on a com-
mercial jet." 

An air of gloom settled o.ver 
the Boulder, Colo., offices of 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Flanigan are filled with 
joy after greeting their adopted 3½-year-old Viet-
namese daughter after the tot arrived Friday In 

LaGuardla Airport, N.Y. The Flanlgans, of Edi-
son, N . .J., said they wlll name her Kathleen Marie. 

(UPI) 

Friends for All Children, ari or-
ganization that has been work-
ing to speed evacuation of or-
phans from Saigon. 

"I'm just stunned. Stunned 
and hopeful that we can evac-
uate the remaining children in 
our care," said Deanna Carnie, 
assistant director of the group. 

The group has found American 
parents for 550 Vietnamese or-
phans. 

Officials at the U.S. Army's 
Presidio installation in San 
Francisco, where the children 
on the World Airways flight 
had been processed, said Fri-
day morning that all of the or-

phans involved had left the 
base for their new homes. They 
declined to say exactly where 
all the children were going. 

Fourteen of the youngsters 
were aboard an Eastern Air 
Lines flight that landed in At-
lanta, Ga., early Friday. Two 
of the children got off and the 

Could See Hole in Back of Plan.e: Sgt. 
By PETER O'LOUGHLIN 

SAIGON (AP)-The pages of a 
Donald Duck comic book flipped 
in the wind. 

A baby's bottle, a flight man-
ual, cushions, clothing, and 
molten pieces of metal were 
scattered around in the burning 
grass. 

Headless bodies were buried 
in the mud. 

It was the crash site of a U.S. 
Air Force C5A Galaxy trans-
port that was to have carried 
243 Vietnamese orphans to the 

The sudden whoosh of air out the back of the plane, you could ridor, "I think the kids were 
of the cabin of the plane, the see the sunlight streaming in. quiet because they were getting 
largest in the world, was the • •Things started flying dopey from an absence of oxy-
first sign of the imminent around. Eyeglasses. Pens. gen. 
tragedy. Pieces of insulation tore off the "I don't know how long we 

Air Force Sgt. Jim Hadley, a ceiling. The pillows exploded. were in the air. We were losing 
Sacramento, Calif., medical They were plastic lined. altitude. But we had plenty of 
technician topping his two "That went off for a little time. We had to discuss what 
weeks of reserve training with while until the air stopped. By we were going to do. 
what he thoug~t would be_ just then the oxygen masks had "We talked about what doors 
a weekend fbght to Saigon, dropped down. we were going out of when we 
~new right awa)' the plane was "There weren't enough oxy- impacted. We didn't stand by 
m a decompression condition. gen masks. We had to keep the doors. We were feeding ox-

"You could see it," _he said at moving them from kid to kid. ygen to the kids." 
Seventh Day Adventist Hospi- We kept on our own because The kids were wonderful," 
ta!,_ ~-h~re. he ha~ been ~roug~t. otherwise you get drowsy and she added, asking that her 

' t 

remainder went to other East 
Coast points. 

One of the two who got off 
went home with Mrs. Thomas 
Pope of Calhoun, Ga. "We're 
going to go home and have 
some breakfast and see if this 
little girl will have a nap. 
We've waited a long time for 
this. We've been watching her 
grow for a long time through 
. pictures in the mail. 

Some Americans met their 
new sons and daughters Thurs-
day night. 

"She's beautiful. I can't wait 
to get her home," exclaimed 
Marilyn Norberg as the 11-
month-old girl s'iie and her hus-
band Ralph have named Wendy 
Carol snuggled in her arms at 
the Los Angeles airport. 

Dean Christy, a Vietnam vet-
eran who waited with the Nor-
bergs, said he and his wife 
Judy planned to tell their new 
son - a six-month-old boy they 
have named Geoffrey William 
- about the war when he is old 
enough. 

"We're going to be as honest 
as we can," Christy said. "We 
really want him to know about 
the circumstances that made 
him our son." 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rosen-
berg of Woodinville, Wash., 
added Vinh · Khiem Nguyen to 
their family which includes sev-
eral other adopted children of 
mixed racial parentage. 

Mrs. Rosenberg said she and 
her husband had been trying to 
adopt a Vietnamese child since 
October 1973. She said they re-
quested one of mixed · racial 
parentage "because that's 
where the greatest need is." 

Pan Am 
Evacuating 
400 Tots 

WASHING TON (UPI) - Pan 
American World Airways an-
nounced plans Friday for a 
mercy airlift of 400 South 
Vietnamese orphans and 50 
adult attendants out of Saigon 
Saturday, the biggest single 
save-the-babies flight yet. 

A Pan Am spokesman said 
thP Pv::.rt ::1rriv::1l $1nrl rlP.narh1rP. 
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An air of gloom setuea o_ver uu, '--G•~, 
the Boulder, Colo., offices of assistant director of the group. day mormui; .. ,a, au v ••••••• 

Could See Hole in Back of Plane: Sgt. 
By PETER O'LOUGHLIN 

SAIGON (AP)-The pages of a 
Donald Duck comic book flipped 
in the wind. 

A baby's bottle, a flight man-
ual, cushions, clothing, and 
molten pieces of metal were 
scattered around in the burning 
grass. 

Headless bodies were buried 
in the mud. 

It was the crash site of a U.S. 
Air Force C5A Galaxy trans-
port that was to have carried 
243 Vietnamese orphans to the 
United States. 

It crashed on takeoff from 
Saigon Friday. 

The sudden whoosh of air out 
of the cabin of the plane, the 
largest in the world, was the 
first sign of the imminent 
tragedy. 

Air Force Sgt. Jim Hadley, a 
Sacramento, Calif., medical 
technician topping his two 
weeks of reserve training with 
what he thought would be just 
a weekend flight to Saigon, 
knew right away the plane was 
in a decompression condition. 

"You could see it," he said at 
Seventh Day Adventist Hospi-
tal, where he had been brought, 
muddied but unhurt after the 
crash. 

"You could see the hole in 

the back of the plane, you could 
see the sunlight streaming in. 

• • T h i n g s started flying 
around. Eyeglasses. Pens. 
Pieces of insulation tore off the 
ceiling. The pillows exploded. 
They were plastic lined. 

"That went off for a little 
while until the air stopped. By 
then the oxygen masks had 
dropped down. 

"There weren't enough oxy-
gen masks. We had to keep 
moving them from kid to kid. 
We kept on our own because 
otherwise you get drowsy and 
then you go out." 

An injured flight nurse said 
from a litter in the hospital cor-

Hanoi:-No Evacuation Needed 
ROME (AP) - U.N. Secre-

tary-General Kurt Waldheim 
said Friday he refrat11ed from 
calling on all sides in the Viet-
namese conflict to help evacuate 
refugees for fear it would dam-
age humanitarian activities by 
U.N. agencies in Communist-
controlled territories . 

He said he had been informed 
a week ago that the Hanoi gov-
ernment was opposed to any 
evacuation effort. 

ready. to cooperate." 
He said Hanoi sent him a for-

mal note whose contents he 
summed up as follows: "Why 
should people be evacuated? We 
can take care of them and we 
have asked for international 
help." 

He said he informed all gov-
ernments who had shown inter-
est in an appeal for cooperation 
in evacuating the refugees of 
Hanoi's stand. He said his 
March 31 appeal to all nations 

for contributions toward reliev-
ing the sufferings· of the war-
stricken Vietnamese has at-
tracted a wide response. He 
added: . 

"I cannot go beyond this ap-
peal because it would not serve 
the purpos~ and it would go 
against the interests of the 
humanitarian activities of our 
agencies in the area. We did not 
want to jeopardize these activi-
ties." 

ridor, "I think the kids were 
quiet because they were getting 
dopey from an absence of oxy-
gen. , 

"I don't know how long we 
were in the air. We were losing 
altitude. But we had plenty of 
time. We had to discuss what 
we were going to do. 

"We talked about what doors 
we were going out of when we 
impacted. We didn't stand by 
the doors. We were feeding ox-
ygen to the kids." 

The kids were wonderful," 
she added, asking that her 
name not be used. 

"My folks didn't know I was 
on this flight," she said. 

"The children were beautiful. 
They were noisy when we took 
off. They were scared, and they 
didn't like the straps holding 
them down. ' 

"They were sitting two to a 
seat, six seats across, 12 to a 
row. 

"Once the decompression 
. condition hit, the kids didn't 

say a word. They quieted down 
right away." 

Hadley and the flight nurse 
were on the second level of the 
huge plane, sandwiched be-
tween the top deck and the car-
go hold 65 feet below. All levels 
held orphans and their mainly 
American women escorts. 

Pan Am 
Evacuating 
400 Tots 

WASHING TON (UPI) - Pan 
American World Airways an-
nounced plans Friday for a 
mercy airlift of 400 South 
Vietnamese orphans and 50 
adult attendants out of Saigon 
Saturday, the biggest single 
save-the-babies flight yet. 

A Pan Am spokesman said 
the exact arrival and departure 
times for the big charter jet 
were being temporarily with-
held "for security reasons ." He 
said a U.S. arrival time would 
be announced after the plane 
had left Saigon. 

The charter was arranged by 
the Holt International Chil-
dren's Services of Eugene, Ore. 
It will fly the children from 
Saigon's Tan Son Nhut airport 
to Seattle -9,056 air miles -
with refueling stops at Guam 
and Honolulu, the spokesman 
said. 

The Pan Am flight is 
scheduled to carry almost twice 
as many orphans as the Air 
Force C5 which crashed Friday 
at Saigon with 243 children and 
62 adults, killing at least 178. "I'm deeply touched by the 

sufferings of these people," he 
told newsmen. "But as far as 
the evacuation problem is con-
cerned I came to the conclusion 
that such a public appeal. would 
not help solve the problem if the 
authorities involved are not 

Ground CSs, Aspin, Proxmire Demand 
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WASHINGTON (UPI) - Sen. 
William Proxmire and Rep. Les 
Aspin demanded Friday that the 
Air Force immediately ground 
all 77 of its giant C5 aircraft 
until the cause of an orphan 
airlift crash near Saigon is 
determined. 

The Wisconsin Democrats, 
frequent critics of the $56 
million plane, said there are too 
many unresolved questions of 

airworthiness. Proxmire called 
for a congressional investiga-
tion of the plane. 

"While we do not know the 
cause of the accident and it is 
possible there was sabotage, 
the evidence is piling up that 
these planes are structurally 
unsound and unsafe to fly, " 
Proxmire said. 

Proxmire said he would ask 
Sen. John Stennis, D-Miss., to 

establish a special Senate 
Armed Services subcommittee 
"to investigate the entire C5 
program ," and to reject the 
Pentagon's current request for 
$900 million to correct the 
deficiencies in the C5 pending 
the outcome of such· inquiry." 

Aspin said "the C5 has never 
performed up to specifica-
tions ." 

"Secret a r y of Defense 

(James) Schlesinger's posture 
statement for this year indi-
cates faat the planes have been 
developing wing fatigue much 
faster than expected," Aspin 
added. "Until we find out 
whether the wing explosion 
which caused the crash had 
anything to do with this 
problem, the plane should be 
grounded temporarily.' ' 

I 
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General s c e n e s of the 
wreck of the giant CSA near 
Saigon: 

-Top left, two Air Force 
crewmen enter a hospital 
emergency room. 

-Top center, rescue work-
ers look for bodies in the rub-
ble. 

-Top right, soldiers comb 
through pieces of plane. 

-Left, .kids hold onto their 
pillows just before takeoff. 

-Bottom far left, female 
dependents of the U.S. mis-
sion ·in Saigon strap them-
selves in prior to liftoff. 

-Bottom, tiny tots clinging 
to baby bottles are strapped 
dow·n. 

-Right, dazed i n fa n t 
peers from u p p e r deck 
stretcher in ambulance after 
arrival at Saigon hospital. 

AP, UPI Photos 
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General s c e ri e s of the 
wreck of the giant CSA near 
Saigon: 

-Top left, two Air Force 
crewmen . enter a hospital 
emergency room. 

-Top center, rescue work-
. en look for bodies in the rub-
ble. 

-Top right, soldiers comb 
through pieces of plane. 

-left, ..kids hold onto the1r 
pillows just before takeoff. 

-Bottom far left, female 
dependents of the U.S. mis-
sion ·In Saigon strap them-
selves in prior to liftoff. 

-Bottom, tiny tots clinging _ 
to baby bottles are strapped 
down. 

-Right, dazed i n f a -~ t- . 
peers from u p p e r deck 
strekher in ambulance after 
arrival at Saigon hospital. 

AP, UPI Photos' 
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Orpha11 mercy 
SAIGON, South Vietnam 73 pel'I01II were llnown dead, 

< AP 1 - The world's lariat · lncludlna 40 orphanl, 21 women 
plane, c11rryina 243 Vletnamae and etpt m•. They llid 38 
Ot"pban, on a mercy Otaht or• othen wen 1till trapped In the 
dered by Pretident Ford, bottodl of the plane. 
crlllhed In flamea lhortly after The plane wu to have 
take-olf from Saip today. ltoppld at Clark Air Force Bue 

U.S. offlclall said the U.S. Air In the Phillppinel en route to the 
Force C5A Galuy tranaport United Stata. 
WU c:arryina • total of - "It WU • horrible thtnt to 
penom and that lGI orpbaDI ... , " one wltnlll aid "Chil· 
and It U.S. Air fore• penmaaal dren wan crytna whila the flre 
IUl'Vivld. burned." 

ffoepital olftciala aid at leut Amer lean retcue worllars 

wen dropped from btUcoptart 
and wldld throup Che mud 
tryln& to find 1UrVt,._ u wl1 
ubodiaoltllldeldlp'ead 
aJGniamlle-laallWMII, 

Dlbril llttlnd Che paddy fleld 
and doCllina WM ICnWI about. 
'ftllbldllaofwladleet 
eblldrn were wrapped In 
pendmaadputlbolrdthe 
hellcoplen tblt an tbaD r. Che 
morp. 

TllepUot. ..... witb-
out Injury, 111d dlccapr111&oa 

., 
problema due to • malfuactiol 
In the rur IOIClaa door ca ... 
Che erub. He Niel he WM ablu 
11 milla oat fnaa Tan S. Nbui 
lir bue wta. he blld to tun 
badl. 
.......... oftbelJU 

Mr rara In tbl Pldllppiw re 
fllNd te comm• • .....,a. 
tblt tht ............ ,.,_ 
Jllaaila ...u. ... , hid .... ...,.. la......__ tnallle. 

U.S. ID w1•i111t• 
111d It wa tbl flnt fa&al crllll 

WATERTOWN 
PuBLIC OPINION 
VOLUMI 17 Prla 1Gc -~Hc:I.._ ,,_ ., ...... 

WATERTOWN, S.D., PRIMY, ANtL 4 ,._ 

Supporters of Ky =:. 
arnHtad far alat ...... ,. 



·~~ r Of Hl~l~n, s 
1AV r LE C·:.i FY 

ir , fllght crashes 
t 1n of a C5A, whicfl the Air Force 

d t1ai..n,...ance1m. 

I 
It Wl&r1.,._ told AHociated 
at Preu corrapendent Huynh 
n Mtnb Trim dlat they beard two 

t:IPIRIIDI befcn the plane 
h alto a DlddY field 111111' 

-··; · t,;mila fnat-Tu Saa 
• Nlllltafr ...... 

I 1 ·--llklllldtbnulb the 
I ll fllld. ad f pli,ikd, •ftar tJle 

lmpact.dll~RIIJial 
1 1 about 100- 1arcfa from tbe 

I fNll .. aadtllltail ...... 

-

about the same dlltance away. More tbln- lOUouth Vittum• Sevea&h Day Advatilt HolpitaJ 
A 11p01leaman for the U.S. • ~ilW.- ••ordered to · in SeilOQ. 

EmbaHy Mid I.he plane carried the cruh lite to pnwlde IICUI'· ''All I l&now t. tblt I bad a lot 
2G Vletnameae orphans and 53 ity for the rec:ue opera&ion. of friendl on board." Rid one 
adults incJudina the crew, ffllht Amirian airl u lbe lobbed 
nur1e1 and escorta. Molt of the American reacuers wllh uncontrollably, covctd with 
IICOr&I were Amenc:1111, de· lledp -.nm and crow _dkt and Jtl_11e. . . 
INlldlntl..-ot -•~ or- th• · rilllJJilcl1o-tlli"~-- · · -Tfii" dnklre wen to .,.,,. 
tJ.S. def11111 attache'1 office. bNA aamiDld at Clara bue, ti 

Fire trudu and other racue Helicop&en from Air Amer• milanorth of Manila, aad tbaN 
vebicla were unable to get to lea, tbe AmtricaD charter air• ptOIIGUDCld ftt for lbs trw-
the cruh Ille becaule of the line, and the' South Vietnam... Pacitie fllpt were to have baln 
narrow road that could only be air force picked up the survi· °"''""' 
tra•eled by foot. von and rUlbld them to the Pleat III p._ 2, Cal. ! 
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CTON (AP) - .Military sources 
.• there was a "definite possibil-
..ibotage might have caused the 
C5 transport plane loaded with 

--:amese orphans. 

•l there is suspicion of possible 
_cause the cargo doors of C5s 
that the pilot's controls should 

:ted if the doors blow out. 

pression attributed to the blowing open of 
rear cargo doors. 

Officers familiar with the design of the 
C5 said it is possible a saboteur could have 
placed an explosive charge inside a pas-
sage leading from the cargo compartment 
to the plane's tail. 

Other Pentagon officials who said they 
are keeping an open m~d on possible 

• Air Force experts will inve,sti- Details of plane crash on page 3; 
nd other possibilities when it orea reaction on pages 5 and 17. 

crash site probably Saturday. · _ 
· coming from 'f'.hailand. cause, saicl the C5 was guarded by the 

. . South Vietnamese while on the ground at 
-~ came ~s government offlc_ials .Tan Son Nhut air base. 
;1ft of Vietnamese to the Uruted .·· 

t continue despite the tr~c · · But they said there was great confusion 
during the loading of the war orphans and 

preparations for takeoff and they said it 
was possible somebody who wanted to 
damage the plane could have slipped 
aboard at that time. 

Military sources said there had never be-
fore been a blowout of C5 cargo doors in 
the nearly ·five years that the world's big-
gest cargo planes have been in operation. 

They said there have been some inci-
dents in which rear cargo doors of smaller 

· Cl41 transport planes have blovm open be-
cause of the failure of damps, but that 
pilot controls were never harmed in these 
.incidents. · 

U.S. officials expressed deep concern 
. over the plane crash but said the airlift of 
orphans should go on . 

, ' . . -..gon reported earlier that the 
striken C5 which crashed near 
~irport said he lost all elevator, 
Hap control after what was de-
a "massive explosive decom-

FDMl, ·.lst N~tion.al .ancorp. 
hit with ·class cicf ion suit . ·-1 the cargo compartment. 

man saicj the word explosive · 
foe suddenness of the decom- .,.. ) t sto1v ON PAGE 5 
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Orphan~crowded· pl~ne·crashes 
: . . . . .. 

SAIGON (UPI) -A giant U.S. Air crash - the worst disaster in U.S. 
Force plane cr9wded with Viet- aviation.history. 
· namese war orphans en route to the It is believed that some of the vie-
United States crashed and burned tims were sucked out of the plane 

,Friday in a muddy rice padriy near when the cargo doors blew off, caus-
. Saigon. More than half of the 305 per- ing sudden decompression of the 
· sons aboard were killed. plane. Most passengers were strap-

""' u s ~h,.,,.,., ·d t l t 178 ped In; the decompression tore off T.., · · e .. ~.,,. Sat a eas their clothing. 'A hospital doctor said persons, most of them orphans 8 
months to 12 years old, died when the almost all the dead brought in were · 
crippled C5 Galaxy transport - the naked. _ 

. . ,, 
"This tragedy mu& not deter us "I carried in one handicapped 

oot offer new hope for the living," who still had his crutch and· br 
,the President said. and 1111 be said was be wanted to 

Pan American World Airways an- to the bathroom.'' .. 
munced that one of its 747 jumbo jets Officials for ij.$. Agency for Int 
will bring about 400 Vietnamese or- · national l)evelopment (AID) earli 
Jt)ans and 50 attendrults from Saigon this week had refvsed to allow t 
Saturday under charter to the Holt same group of orphans to board 
International Children's Services World Airways charter plane 
Inc. of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am jet -- cause they believed it was unsafe i 
will fly from Saigon to Seattle by youngsters to travel strapped to 
way -of Guam and Honolulu, a total Boor. Some of the orphans on t 
distance of 9,000 air miles. flight that crashed Friday we world's largest plane - crash-landed j President Ford had planned to 

while trying to make_ it back to Sai- ~greet the orphans when they arrived 
gon 's Tan Son Nhut airport after_ two 1\1 at Travis Air Force Base in Calif or- The emba~ said that In addition 
huge cargo doors blew off m flight. 'i: nia. . to the children - mixed-blood or-

strapped to the Floor. 
Tte plane had traveled about 

miles from Saigon's internatio 
airport when both clamshell-sha 
doors at the rear of the huge fusela 
blew off· in ,,flight, evidently 

The fli~ht_ was the first of President J~ Deeply saddened over the crash_ , . · phans·, most sired by . American 
F~rd airlift of orphans from South "\Ford said in San Francisco; "Our b"(_)O~ - the plane <-;arried 44 U.S. 
Vietnam. mission of mercy will continue. The Mission esco~. 16 Air Force crew-

A U.S. embassy spokesmen said at survivors will be flown here when men and two flight nurses. 
least 100 of the 243 orphans aboard they are physically able. Other wait- "Many of those babies survived 
and up to 20 adults survived the ing orphan$ will make the journey. . . the crash beautifully," said a doctor. - • • • 

ing hydraulic systems leading to 
controls. 

Tte doors _are large enough t 
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• ' "R~fy Mo0nlain)f.JeJs~ 

rowd d-pl~ ,·:crashes at Saigon 
crash - the worst disaster in U.S. 
aviation.bistcry. 

It ls believed that some of the vic-
tims were sucked out of the plane 
v.hen the cargo ooors blew off, caus-
ing sudden decompression of the 
plane. Most passengers were strap-
ped lo; the decompression tore off 
their clothing. A hospital doctor said 
almost all the dead brought in were • 
naked . 

President Ford had planned to 
greet the orphans when they arrived 
at Travis Air Force Base in Califor-
rua. 

Deeply saddened over the crash, 
Ford said in San Francisco, "Our 
mission of mercy will continue. The 
swvivors will be flown here when 
they are physically able. Other wait-
ing orpham will make the journey . .. 

"'Ibis tragedy must not deter us "I carried in one handicapped bo_y 
bJt offer new hope for the living," who still had bis crutch and brace 
,tM President said and llll he said was he wanted to go 

Pan American World Airways an- to the bathroom." 
oounced that one of its 747 jumbo jets Officials for {J.S. Agency for Inter-
will bring about 400 Vietnamese or- natlonal Development (AID) earlier 
Ji)ans and 50 attendants from Saigon this week had refused to allow the 
Saturday under charter to the Holt same group of orphans to board a 
International Children's Services World Airways charter plane be-
Inc. of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am jet _ cause they believed it was unsafe for 
will nr from Saigon to Seattle by youngsters to travel strapped to the 
way-0 Guam and Honolulu, a total floor. Some of the orphans on the 
distance of 9,000 air miles. flight that crashed Friday were 

Too embassy said that in addition 
to the children - mixed-blood or-
phans, most sired by American 
troop, - the plane carried 44 U.S. 
Mission escorts, 16 Air Force crew-
men and two flight nurses. 

strapped to the Floor. Too plane had traveled about 40 
miles from Saigon's international 
airport when both· clamshell-shaped 
ooors at the rear of the huge fuselage 
blew off in ,flight, evidently damag-
ing hydraulic systems leading to tail 

"Many of those babies survived controls. 
the crash beautifully,'' said a doctor. Too doors are large enough for 

three Jeep, to be driven into the 
plane abreast. when they blew off the 
air pressure inside dropped instart-
ly. 

The pilot, Maj. Dennis Traynor, 
said this caused him to have difficul-
ty in controlling /he plane's rate m 
<k!scelrt and ability to tum. , 

Traynor, rovered with mud but un-
hurt, said that he attempted to land 
at the airport he had just left. But 00 
minutes after he had taken off the 
plane plowed into a rice paddy area . 
just short of the runway, disintegrat-
ed and burst into flames. 

A Pentagon spokesman said the 
fact the pilot kept the plane level and 
trougtl1 it in to a crash-landing WflS 
"a remarkable demostration of 
flying skill. " 

( Continued on 'page 13> 
\__ 
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-"\-'-\-l';LOcal :, f3.milies a.-\Valt 

tw?:?.~~~uge?~?.u~,~~own at 
LOf"".v-J orphans, bound for .homes in Sonoma this end." 
-;J County, is· unknown thistmorning. "All we can do is watch and wait." 
~) · Wllether 'the childre'1, a six-week old , She said the infant was expected on a 

baby girl and an eight year old girl, ever regular Pan American flight at any ' mo-
c,,f\ left "for Saigon or were part of the plane- ment "before the crisis," and that the 

load that c-rasbed leaving Saigon, is J older child had been waiting for paper. 
mystery to tbo1e waiting here. · work to be completed to leave Saigon. 

Mrs. Gerald Clausen, Sonoma County TM Clausens, who live in Healdsburg, 
c)yurperson for Friends of the Children received one of two Vietnamese orphans 
'of Vietnam, said she has been trying un- four weeks ago. Their six-year-old left 

the country before the Communist take-1UC.Cessf1,1lly to reach Friends headquar-
ters jn Denv·er since she beard of the 

, crash. . 
{ 'We usually get a cable after a plane 
·., flight .- to tell us whose child is 

" 11t it is qµi" Ukely that with this 

over. ....-
But another child, ·living in an orphan-

age in Qui Nhon, never made it to Saigon. 
"The last we heard he was in the or-

phanage last weekend. And Qui Nhon fell 
on Monday. " · 

• 
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YOUR TICKET · : 
TO BIG SAVINGS,; 
DON'T MISS IT, 
,1 YOU'VE NEVER SEEN · 

ANYTHING LIKE IT! 
-··/ 

Crash stuns 
adoption 
:g~oup 

' ,.,, , -
. } BOULDEJt, COLO. (AP) .-
An air of gloom and frustra-
tion settled over"the offices of 
Friends for All Children after 

-Ole crash of a plane carrying 
:Vietnamese orphans to their 

· new homes in the United 
States. 

' 11'~ just stunned. Stunned· 
and hopefill that we Cl\,Q evac-
uate the remaining children 
in our care," said Deanna 
Carnie, assistant director of 
the group. 

For weeks, Mrs. Carnie.and 
a small staff of paid workers 
and volunteers have been 
trying, almost desperately, to 
speed up evacuation ol the 550 
Vietnamese orphans for 
whom they have found Ameri-
can' parents. . 

Their efforts have been 
ftustrated by: lack of funds, 
'titlreaucratic · snarls, difficul~ 
ties in chartering aircraft 
and-finally-by the tragic 
crash near Saigon Friday of a 
giant C-SA transport carrying 
243 orphans. 

There has been only one 
commodity that has not been 
in short supply. The-agency 
for years has had ·more 
would-be parents on its wait-
ing list then it could provide 
children. 

ln recent weeks, Ameri-
cans' fervor for adopting 
young Vietnamese refugees 
has ini;reased nearly to . the 
,point of frenzy. 

"Every tinie I pick up the 
phone, there's somebody-on it 
wanting to know if they can 
adopt an orphan," Mrs. Car-
nie said. · 

r:. COUPON~- SALE 
rch 31st Thru :April 5th s 

I 11 ,: SAVE-SAVE-SAVE 
Iv SAVE-SAVE-SAVE v· 

COUPONS1AVAILABLE• SERViCE DESK 

ALL'1:za\'Re 'STORES' 

J 

' \ 

' \ 

( 

Fo 
Actual! 
Model 
that's s 
h.olds u 
from ht 
feature 
for .$89. 
at Forsh 
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-Comic boo~ .. . baby bottle 
, trOgedy in Saigon mud 

By PETER O'LOUGHLIN 
, . · Asloclatecl Presa *rtter ' 

/ SAIG9N - The pages of a Donaid Duck 
comic book flipped in the wind. 1 

A baby's bottle, a flight manual, cushions, 

Worst air crashes 
By hsoclated Prm 

clothing and molten pieces of metal were SAIGON - The crash here of a U.S. Air 

/ 
scattered around in the burning grass. Force C-5A transport carrying 243 Vietnamese 

. Headless bodies were buried in the mud. orphans appeared to be the fourth deadliest 
It was the crash site of a U.S. Air Force C- aircraft disaster on record in terms of lives 

5A Galaxy ~ransport that was to have carried 7ost. · 
, /· 243 Vietnamese orphans to the United States. U.S. officials said Friday :ni persons were 
v It crashed on takeoff from Saigon Friday. aboard and the fate of more than 180 was not 

THE SUDDEN WHOOSH of air out of the known. They said about 100 orphans and 15 to 
cabin of the plane, the largest in the world, 20 other persons were pulled from the 
was the first sign of the imminent tragedy. wreckage alive, \rthile the rest were either 

Air Force Sgt. Jim Hadley, a· Sacramento, dead, injured or still trapped in the wreck-
Calif., medical technician topping his two age. . 
weeks of reserve training with what he Records show the worst aviation disaster 
thought would be just a weekend flight to · In terms of lives lost was the crash of a 
Saigon, knew right away the plane was In a Turkish DC-10 In March, 1974, while taking 
decompression condition. . off from Orly Airport In Paris In which 345 

"You could see it," he said at Seventh Day persons were killed. 
J Adventist Hospital, ·where he.had been taken, . · The second highest known crash toll is 176, 

muddied but unhurt after the crash. a· count that was recorded twice: When a 
J "You could see the hole In the back of the Soviet plane crashed near Moscow In Octo-

plane; you could see the sunlight streaming her, 1972, and when a Jordanian Boeing 707 
In. · went down at Kano, Nigeria, in January, 

J. "Things started flying around. Eyeglasses. ,,., . l~. . 1, . , 1 , !. 
-Pens PleNW ot iosu,I~ ~h -- "" 

The pillows ~xploded. They were plastic ---------------
lined. 

j "That went off for a little while until the 
air stop~. By then the oxygen masks bad 
dropped down. 

0 THERE WEREN'T enough oxygen 
masks. We bad to keep moving them from 

. kid to kid.' We kept on our own because 
otherwise you get drowsy and then you go 
out." 

• "We talked about what doors we were 
going out of when we impacted. We didn't 
stand by tt,e doors. Wr, were feeding oxygen 

,,~ stD Uae kids. '\1;'he ~c1s ·we"·wo(lderful," 11~ 
1 ' -aclded, 'asking that her name not be used. 

"My folks didn't know I was on this 
m ,.'.:.she.said. 

/ 
J 

/ 

\ 

An injured flight nurse said from a litter in 
tlie hospital corridor, "I think the kids were 

. ,quiet because they were getting dopey from 
an absence of oxygen. 

"THE CHILDREN were belitiful. Th~y 
were noisy· when we took off. They were //( 
scared, and they didn't like the straps J 

"l don't know how long we were in~ a\r. 
We were losing altitu.de. But we had plenty,of 
time. we had to ·discuss what we were going 
tn tin 

holding them down. J, //,Uu 
"They were sitting two to a seat, six seats 

'-across, 12 to a row. . 
"Once the decompression condition hit, the 1J 

kids didn't say a word. They quieted down 
right away." 

• 
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• I 'l,'~._3" • 
,. ,. ~~?'Gtf-• ..... . 

;HOPE f,To GET REST OUT,. 
':. . .... '~ ~:"·• • •• \ 1 .,. ,, ..,~.o'll.,11 ... 

· f,\gency .. stunned ,at ·-~~Si~ 
of·,:.·~~Phans in plan<f Lf.;;:;.z 

BOULDER, Colo. 1,1'1 - and frustrations . turr;i td. the United Stat~,~ ~ 
" We''e just hoping that good • one of t,he planeloads 
medical care is available and " I know many of our children phans. ., • r ··.. /~ ~I -

and staffers were on that _. 1 I>'/~ that we can get the rest of our . There was no y,,ord 11 • 
child ren out," Deanna Carnie, flight ,'' Mrs. Carnie said. She . she was on the d Gol. 
assistan t director of Friends.of sat stunned in the group's of• aircra f,t, although she v. ....a/ 
All Ch .Id ·d d fi ces as the sun broke through a 

1 ren, sa1 to ay. though t to be in Vietnam. heavy blanket of smog An unpleasant..<luty a 
She had Just _learned of the covering the mountain valleys Mrs. Carnie and other~ 

eras outs1 c a1gon o an tr and volunteers: The ta, »n -h 'd s · f A' west of Denver. 

Force C-5A transport carrying The agency dirrctor. Wende forming prospec'tive par '}.-
243 orphans,· many of them r,rant , and her husband main- . the fate of .their •adopt!' 
from an orphanage operated by tain the office in their .suburban· dren. / :··' 
the agency. More than hair of home. The four Vietnamese·· · "We will notify par~ 
~he orphans died. . chi ldren they adopted earlie,: soon ns we know anyth1"½, 

were still asleep. . '·: .· ,hat . probably won ' t bt.U 
. ' · away," Mrs. Carnie saciJ. THE VOLUNTEER GROUP 

about 550 Vietnamese orphans Saigon helping to direct the. in-
1

• tomorrow or later 
has been trying to evacuate MRS. GRANT had been in . ~aid it wouid prob.:imW... 

t'o the United States, but the ef- . creasingly frenzied evacuation parents learned the G 
been plagued by delays effort and had planned to re- their adopted children . D 

-
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d Press 
· - The pages of a 
Duck comic book 
the wind. · · 

~-·s bottie, a flight 
cushions~ clothing, 

· en pieces of metal 
ttered around in the 

~ .ai&s: 

ss boilies werebur• 
e mud. 

the crash site of\:a 
Force. CSA .Galaxy 

• that · was to }lave 
243 Vletnamefe -or-
the United States. 
dden whoosh of air 
e cabin 1>f the plane. 
st in the worlg, was 

- ~· - _ ,. •'-- !--: 

,, . . . . ' . ' 
Saigon, )qlew 1rigbt away the while until the air stopped. were 

0

in the air. We were scared, and th,ev .didn't liklj 
plane ·was in a decompres- ... By then the oxygen masks losing altitude. But we bad -the straps holding 'themr 
sion condition. had dropped down._'. plenty ·of ··time. we· had to down. · . 

"You could see it," h1. ''Th . 't h . discuss what we were going · · 
said at eo-v~'- n..y Adv--t- ere_ kwerwen hendougkox- to do. "They werelsit~ng two to 

""" c:uc.u .,.. ygen mas s. e a to eep a seat, six sea s across, 12 to 
ist Hospital, where he had moving them from kid t,g "We talked about what a row. 
be.en :brought, muddied ·but kid. We kept on our~own be- doors we were going out of · • . · j 
unhurt after the crash. • cause otberwi,se 'you get . "'.hen we impaded. W.e did "Once the decompressioa-.' 

"Yoll could see the_ hole in drowsy and then you go not stand . by the doors. We condition bit, the kids didn\ :/ 
the . back of J;he plane, you · oµt. •~ · :feedin~ oxy,gen , to thf' say a word. They quietefl 
could · a ee the sunlight · An , injured · flight "nw'.se . . . . down right away.'.' , . 
stream,tng in. · : · · .said from 8:' litter in the hos- _. "'!;"8 kids were ~ndel'- Hadley ca n d ,. the fligli 
· "T h l. n g 1 -started flying. pital corridor: • · ful, she added, asking that · nurse were on the second 

· · . her name used. "My · around. Eyeglasses. Pens. .-.1 -think 1._~ kids . . f. __ ;,_ A:..1-•t • 1 level of t~ huge pla 
Pi f . • ulati tore ff we were VilAD \UWJ w was on andwi hed l,.,d th . eces ms o~ o quiet . because they ere this-flight . . " s c ~ween c 
the ceiling. The pillows ex- . . . w deck and the cargo hold 
pl!>ded. They wer~ plastic- =g of~e~ 811 ab- "The children were beau- feet below. All levels · 
lined. · · tiful. They were noisy when orphans ~a· their . mainly 

"That went off for a little ·.· "I don't know now long we . we took off. They were . American women,.escorts. 
\. ': . ' . .· 
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§v!..-;oN, Sou th Vietnam l.4'! 
iAe'irst official U.S. evacu-

/-lf'.:)' t_ ot Vietl)amese or• 

1/J, C. ,rr:,-ing 243 children in 
t/,J., t,11D~!d's largest plane, 

Headless bodies were buried the back of .the plane. ·You -/ in Washington, .a spoKe"1lan aboard the plane cam~ 
_ in the mud, and a baby's bottle, could see the sunlight stream• for the Agency for Intern~- Sa•gon orpt ~ a~e 
a flight manual, r ushionsv:ng in. . t1onal_ Develop_men.t , wh ic.~ IS ,t.\,ht' .::~e:-icy, wA 1ti,,l7 J, 

metal were scat tr. ~J about i around. Eyeglasses . Pens. J.llght will continue. But Rep. 
clothing and rnolte ,.eces of "Things . started flying handling the a1r11r. , .. sa id the 1, ~!J:ci, Col\. 

,·, explosions and fl ames 
C'rily minutes, after 

the burning grass ._ _ Pieces of insul~tion tore .off the/ ~es Aspin ( D-Wis) urged tern- THE c RASH \t «; '''<' 
"It was a horrible thing to · ceiling. The pillows exploded. porary grounding of all C-5As worst .:: ' ,c,aft c , q 

se,:, " one witness said . "Chi I- · They were plas tic lined. because he said the plane "~a_s recur1. The wor:r ~r ~tf(_'·r,m Saigon. · 
e,'f1cials said nearly half 

~~ren survived and that 
~t to the United States 
l}ul!-"14 by President Ford 
!.UU! ,:inllr.ue. There were a_ -iad 3]5 persons aboard the f"'1f 11<-li S. Air Force C-5A 
i~'\·-an~port that stands as rr,~ a six-story building, of- • 

dren were crying while the fire "_That went off for a little never P~,rformed up to specifl- March 19,4 wher 3 ifo 
burned ." ·. _ while until the air stopped. By cations. _ _ aboard a Turkish , "e 

: then the oxygen masks had In San Francisco, Richard \/4ii lec in a era,!. 0 ~ 

AMERICAN RESCUE dropped down." Blanchfield, the man co-or- The ,ecc.~ j a::c 
workers were dropped from He said "there weren'tAinat ing the evacuation of Viet- to'is were 176. rt'.::ctf.A, 
helicop ters a~d wad~d_througV:enough oxygen masks. We h~d narnese orphans _ for the \,'-: c:1 2 s:-,,~, ;-·a,t_ . 
the mud trying to find sur- to keep moving them from kid Fr iends of All Children. said near ~.~o~:.;-,\ i~ c .,, 
vivors as well as bodies of th to kid . We kept on our own when he heard the plane h.id d · J ., · 
dead spread along a mile-long because otherwise you get , crashed, "Oh, God . This is hor-

an W!1en a c:-c.u; 0 -: J 

aid. 
.S. Embassy in Saigon 

8~ J. ~u t 100 of the 243. or-
~~~1,A.· .d 10 or JS of the 62 
~on the plane were re-
JQ.b4 1 :0spital officials in Sai- .• 
fd,,.~ the rest were either 
a ,, ; .:ied or st ill trapped in 
Jt w1r ~l.:.a i;e in a paddy f ield ,w from the air base. 

swath. drowsy and then you go out." · riblc!" Mos t or the orphans 
The bodies of some headless / . · · · 

children were wrapped in __ <r-T_,..,...,..,.,.-!".,....._l!l!I:<~~ . ,0, 

chos and put aboard the 1 , • · 

choppers which flew t~em to a 
morgue. 

The plane ar.rived from Clark /. 
Air Base in th_e Philippines car- •. . 
rying emergency war rnateri- · 1. 
als, inc luding 14 howitzers, for 
the hard-pressed Saigon 

~ 1 Sl:RVIVOR said there government and it picked up 
v,,A.( ,N t enough oxygen masks the orphans for th rn trip. 

around, and · a / 
.-·min in Wash ington .J / THE PILOT, identified as 

. 

:Jt all. C-5As be ground¼· Dennis. Traynor and who es-H :,u~e the plane "has caped unhurt, said he was 
,.._,,:t- -pi:rformed up to speciri- abou t 18 miles from Tan Son . 

o The headquarters of \\ Nhut Air Base when he had to , Jl th Ai r Force in th turn back . . "The aft pressure 
l3-l:('.f" nes refused to com• ;:,.._ door failed and blew out," he · 
~ ),:rn reports that th aid. •·rn blowing•out , the door 
~epar!ure from Manila damaged the eleva tor and as a ~-
f toda_1· 'tlad been ~elayed resu lt there were problems in . <' . " 

~.rn,cal trouble. rbntrolling the rate of descent ,j f ., 
(r1-(' of a Donald D~ck of the aircraft. This became •· ., 

t,00!; fl1;iped :n the wind critical to the point of almost ,._ .._ (_ ··- ,., ..--
Ii"" riaC:dv field where the osing control as the aircraft . ..) .._.,,,._,., • / "' ::.--

u ;i:ispo rt phlummetedh t
1
d mad.~ its turn into the, airport : ~, ,~::.-.. ,,,,,.,,... f ' \ 1':--,-"" 

r- ' ' t e cargo o . . _____ . .....,. , f 
abvut 20 percent of, the II was Jhe :ourth wars ~sh ,! · ' . . .~•, .·. ,-· ;y .,- .- . . . -~ . _ L:.. . : , . 

ti1'-}~ were strapped m. ' : in av1nt1on history and the first \ '~ · - , ,. "" . . · · ,.._ -~ · •. ..- ,,. ··'· - ' · w· of U!- got throu~h'"8~ fata_l one ror,aC..'i~ -- - .. ,,.. ·i ~,-~~ANGUJSH SHOWS o·~ the faces of--these womlen who carr y sur·-:1•1cr 
tJ ;om the top or tne.{)lane,~ / Air Force Sgt.:. Ju1:1 ffadley, a .: ,,., ;. . . . . 

1 children at the bottom .. /rnedical technic!a~ from Sac- , .•• , babies to a hospital m Saigon after~ C·SAplane crashed today .. 
';Jf.P;:, plane didn't - have a'· ramento, Caht1,::who : also·"' ··-~ ..... " .' _ ,''. - , · . · • • -APLaserphoto 
vn1 1 { a. woman survivor, survived the ,. e,ash unhurt, •,.:, ,.,·~- - . ; ,:J ___ _ 

· said, "You c1>1.i?d ,tE' the hole in 

f 
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Mercy·· flight:'.-:): 
Travis hOUnd''..-.J 
United Press International 
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Mer~Y'·flight· \ 
Travis hollnd --\t: 
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United Press International •. 
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SAIGON-A U.S. Air Force C-5A 6alaxy tl't --~··.J 
port plane carrying 305 persons, mo~ of them V..;. • 
namese war orphans bound f~ the United States o. 
·the first flight of President Ford's e m·e r gen c y 
Operation Babylift, 'crashed and burned here today, 
while attem~ting an emer~ney landing. . , . - .. __ j / 

At least 178 of tho.se abo d Uhe mercy flight were· ~-
· killed, the- U.S. Embassy said. E&bassy spokesmen said at •. 

,•~ 
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Two Doors. 
Blew Off 
Big ·Jet 

100 o·f 243 
Childreir Live 

From Harald Wire S~vices 

SAIGON .:.._ With at · ]east 178 
persons known dead - most of. 
them orphans eight months to 12 
years old - the search . continued 
today for more dead or injured in 
the wreckag_e of a giant U.S. Air 
Force plane that crashed with a 
load of Vietnamese orphans bound I 
for the United States. j 

The crippled C5 Galaxy tran_sport / I 
- making the first flight in Opera-
tion Babylift, with.. 305 persons · 1 
aboard - crashed and- burned Fri-
day in a' rice paddy while trying to 
return to Saigon's Tan Son Nhut 
airport after two huge cargo doors 
blew off at 23,000 'feet in the air. 

U. S. officials said there we,e-'243 
/ orphans ab&ard the C5 cargo 'tr - '/ V port - the world's largest pJane _:.. · 

• and that about 100 of them sur- ' 
vived. Of the 62 adults aboai-d, 
-about 20 survived · the crash, the 
worsCdisasledn U. S. aviation his-

'"'tciry. ' -IT WAS believed at least some of 
the victims were sucked out of the 
plane when the cargo doors blew 
off, suddenly ,.decompressing the 
plane. Most passengers were strap-
ped in, however, and the decom-
pression· tore off their clothing. A 
-hospital doctor said almost all the 

/ 
dead brought in were naked. ) 

President Ford ha.d planned to 
greet the orphans when lhey · ar-

• rived at Travis Air -Force Base · in / 
al ifornia after a stopover at Clark ! 
eld in the Philipp ines. , 
Deeply saddened over the crash, I 

Ford sa id in San Francisco: "Our / 
mission of mercy will continue: The ..,_,,,, 
survivors will be flown here when 
they are physically able. · Other 
waiting orphans will mak.e the jour-
ney . 

"This tragedy must not deter us 
but offer new hope for the living," 
the Presidel•' said.. · ' 

Pan American Arrways an-
nounced that one of its 747 jumbo 
jet§ wil l airlift about 400 Vietnam-
ese· orphans and 50 attendants out 
of Saigon touay under charter -to 
the Holt International Children's 
Services Pnc. of Eugene, Ore. _ The 
Pan Am jet will fly from Saigon to · 
Seattle by way of Guam· and Hono-
lulu, a distance of 9,000 air miles. 

THI: EMBASSY said .that in addi-

1 
I 
I 
I 



' --:,IE;~_,,., -- -- '' .. ,-. - -, ;. ·- -~-.. ·-, - - C:pr-;_~_\,:t )ff 7~- - .' ·,_.;. ::•·-~ _ ::; :·:~: 
Coordinator· I1orrified. ~=-:::·: : . ' ... ....... 

--,)-: ·_;;._t_·:_,_- ;•~-~-.. - :-~-- ;, . . ., • - . .. ..... (. ·~ <, 

•- · • : •• , . -_; ._,.. ·.•· • • • I •. , • ·. _ .... ..., •• ,._ ' • 

The man coordinating the an orphanage the agency op-•; , :· • 
evacuation ofi .South. Viet- · erat~ . . ) ·.;::- _ · - ::< < 
namese orphans:, for ,-. an · · :· __ , · "· ·- ' 
adoptive agencr here-. ex- , "We.' are in -a -state of <. ; - -

d l d h k shock: · we are going to in-:-.'. -: 
presse 1orror an · s oc to- vestigate this," Blanchfield: : · ~. -' 
day at news that. a plane 
<: arr:;ing 243 orphans had said and then left the phone. :: : _ 
crashed. > •- _,_:._ ·• 

"Oh , God," exclaimed 
Richard Blanchfield, evacu-
ation caordtn~tor _ - for· 
Liencls for All Children. an 
Jcloption agency based in 
Boulder , Colo. ''This is hor-
r ible.' 

l\Iost . o f . the ·orhpans 
·,hr,~rrl fho nb no r.~m,. frn,.,-, 

• Quotabl~ - - ·:·: · · · 1 
"My ·onl; solu;ion for the~ · 

p ;- o b l em of habitual acci~ 
de ,its is for everybody to 
sto y in bed all day. Even -
then. there is always the 
chance you will fall out." 

· -Rnh,,rt RPn<•hl<>v 

I ' J ,, • • / • . .. .... 

"• . '.;.t;.. .. t.,~"·:!-;:::a. l 

':\: s~-_'" r;f_hh'L t ?v~-l_ 88' )(_· a otau'ii) 
·1!f j:6f thJt?t~ 

'. .. -··a -- . . - , . --. ? {f~- oWll,or. -. ~: .. ~: ;· · ·.---..~r~~· .. ·=v' · ; 1: .~, <~:-;:;...:_./::r. _· 
.( ~~j\t tll'e Ex';~;r?·/'_.'. : 
r.- --:,~ ~. !-·:., ~---.'· · ...... ,' .. '.-,. .. .. -
~' . ' - TRAVIS ·- A I R · FORCE . ' 
:·:~ :_:BASE ,-4_:- !'We can neither: · · 1...,.. ' ... ' . ' . . 
: \- :confirm · nor- deny that the · 
,;- ' :·,aricraft was sabotaged -' or ; _, 
: : > that: it .was shot down,'~°; 
) : '.(?pt(::_ Ned :Nevels1 . Travis ; 

·. \- · public ·. ir.Jo:tmation officer ;.i: 
·-:·:: :~~i~}~ar:~ )/~:;-<:::~}~::f~< 
, ,~. , , •Re · turned aside all other}' ~.. ,. . . ' .. . . ·, ~- -".:; • · .-·questionsr(._;.::--'about··;t-!: the _ 
't: : :Travis-based c-5A cargoJeti : 
.~'. :-,.,:that,.: crasbed··.01r .. takeoff aV 
<:;' ~:Saigonf;p.-- e _ · < today ,.ki.Il~ng) 
:·.; : :at le~s 178 _ f th_~ "}~~~!I:.{ 
\: ; _ese, ~:f_ -~, •. : .. :-:~~~f=~h~~~T:~"1·• 
,:. :_. _: The : huge 1Plane ,. was .to ' 
\ '. have brought the children.to: 
:; · -~~a,!1 ... o _founfy fiel~-~ 
: - lirie •:with-·Pre:Sfdent Ford•s '-
,-.. : : announcement' that 2,000 lit:.:_ 
:-:· tle refugees . would be flown:'-

"~ :. :~ fa. _the- ,p:.$~'::$d~;r govern~\ .. 
:171ent atispim.t 1/~:".::''.:: :t~-~-J 

) < '. : "It _ was one '.1f our air=-1J 
•: • craft, one of our crews," 

- ;· · said Capt. Nevels, -.. .,- . -. · 
: ; ~. Officer~ - at Travi~• h1-~~-
- : · talked :. with surviving crew 

: '. '. : ~ember~· he :aid.;· · ·. ·-.:./-; ~-~' 
< ' '. · '. He declined to sav· what . 
'.~ : '. : they may have - r~}:)Orted : 
'. : : -:~ut the cause of t~e trage-: j 
: I: ! : : ~e s~id ~e ~as ~utho~~Ji 
: • : • only to report that he could 
· ; · : neither- confirm nor deny the. 
: :. : . possibilities of sabotage or: : 
; : · : gunfire. 
. The accident cast a cloud 

: · : over plans to bring this G-5A 
·: : : : and other Air Force planes_·, 
- '. · into Travis in the airlift an- : 

, : : : notmced . only yesterday by _,

1 
, _ - _ • the President. 

•·•. I • 

·: - · "We do notlmow anything , . '. ; at all about any further air- · 
' ·: - lifts, " Capt. Nevels said. _ I 

• • • • I 

, • . • 
1'We are in a sort of limbo ·l 

: about that." _ 
. . - . 

. _ . Before the tragedy, Travis- j V 

. : was 1·eported gea.ring up to l 
0 : • : take a major pa.'1 in the : · 

: ; '. : - government-sponsored evac- / 
: •. uation. · 

·. · : ·'Activi ty is picking up," I 
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SAIGON (UPI ) -A U.S. Ai1 

1-'orce C5A Gala~ transpor1 
plane carrying 305 persons. 
most of them Vietnamese war 
orphans bourid for the United / 
States on the fi rst flight of 
Presiderit Ford's emergency 
Operation Babylift, crall&led 
and burned here today while 
atteme,~i~ an emergency 
landinJ. · 

-• ·;-At ' Tea~ 178·of rrefse abba°ffl' 
the mercy flight were killed. the 
U:S, Embassy said. Embasi;y 
spokesmen said at least 100 
children and 15 to 20 adults 
survived the first crash of the 
world ' s largest plane. 

J 

\ . . -UPI Fac'•imil£ 

The embassy said the plane 
carried 243 orphans ranging in 
age from 8 months to 12 years. 
most of them fathered by U.S. 
servicemen formerly stationed 
in South Vietnam. The embassy 
said there also were 44 U.S. 
Mission escorts. 16 Air Force 
crewmen and two flight nurse 

t 
RE$.(;UE WORKERS SEARCH FOR BODIES IN PLANE WRECKAGE 

230 Viet Orphans Were Enroute to The Philippines , 
! The Pentagon said 10 medic 
and nurses fr~m the Phillipines 
were aboard) .' 

.. 

The Pentagon said both of the ' 
,r huge clamshell loading doors at 

the rear of the plane blew off 
while the plane , was flying at 
23.000 feet. 40 to 60 miles out of 
Saigon. It said the pilot reported 

· he lost control of his steering 
mec hanism. presumably 
because the doors had severed 

) hydraulic lines leading to the 
fa'.~ - lat!. The rear doors are so wide / '1/ 'f that three Jeeps can be driven 

\ :, through J.bem abreast · 
(J Thel'e were immediate calls 

,(" ~ -n Congress that the remaining 

D t.... 77 C5s in the Air Fore!-
.,., / grounded. __. 

, The pilot. Maj. Dennis 

J 

Traynor. turned back toward 1/ 
Tan Son Nhut airbase but was 
unable, to control the rate of 
descent and plunged, to earth in r-\v 
a swampy area just outside the \J 
base. Ruptured fuel tanks burst 
into flames. sending up towers 

. of smoke that could be seen in 
, Saigon. six or seven miles 
away . -. 

The · C5A was bound for its 
fi rst stop at Clark Air Force 
Base in the Philippines and 
President Ford had planned to , 
greet pel'l!QWlllY the orphfil'l;S 
when they arrived in California. 

The crash sent a. wave of 
shock through the l.:nited States 
\\;here hundreds of families 

I were a.waiting to adopt lhe 2.000 . , 
orphans to be brought there 'on 

(C'ontinued on Ba~k Pag~l 



the 'military airlift. A White 
House aide. awakened at the 
presidential quarters at Palm I 
Springs. Calif.. described the 
rash as : ·wibelievable and 

shocking.·· _· , 

/ 
South Vietnamese troops 

~uickly sealed off the crash site. 
·an area near the Saigon Rh·er 
which is wider partial 
Communist <.'Ontrol. The plane 
was a mile arid a half from t 
-airportw.hen it fell. , 

I 
Many of the dead were 

children who had been strapped 
to the · floor o'f t trans rt. 
which arriv here earlier 
today from the Philippines 
carrying artillery pieces and 
ammunition for hard-pressed 
So·uth Vietnamese troops strug-
gling against Communist forces 
eaF-the..ci. ·. 

j 

Earlier this week. U.S. AID 
officials refused to allow the 
same group of orphans to board 
a World Airways charter plane 
because they felt it was unsafe 
lo fly with the youngsters strap-

/ 
ped to the floor . 

It was the first crash of a 
passenger plane al Tan Son 
Nhut . which at the height of the 
Vietnam W.ar was one of the 
world· s busiest· airports. 

I hp .area of the crash- ·was 1 
partiall~' controlled by the \'iet 
Cong but there was no 

· ind ication the C'>A had been 
shot down. IJ1itial reports said 
the plane had reache·d an 
altitude ·or 3i.OOO feet when the 
cargo door on the plane blew off 
-a similar type of incident 
which caused the crash of a 
Turkish DCIO near Paris 011 
l\farch 3. 19i~. killing 345 
persons in history's worst air 
disaster . 

/ 

The C5A immediately lost 
pressurization. and the- pilot 
tried to return lo Saigon. About 
a mi le-and-a-half short of the 
airfield the plane smacked into 
some . muddy ri• paddies and 
skipped across like a flat ·rock 
on a pond. Pentagon officials 
said fire apparently broke out in 
a wing when a fuel tank 

I 

ruptured on impact. 
The huge clouds of billowing 

black smoke could be seen in 
Saigon. seven miles away . 
morp 

The t 1rst d1rlilt of 52 orphans 
to the United States arrived 
Thursday in San Francisco 
aboard a privately o~med World 
Airways OC8 to a country 
touched by the plight of the 
millions o_f refugees fleeing a 
Communist offensive. Adoption 
·agencies throughout the nation 
were swamped "'ith requests 
for Vietnamese children. 

Thursday. President Ford 
announced he was earmarking 

J 

I 

.. 

\. 

a special $2 million fund to fly • 
out 2.~ ~ha?s by military ._ ________________________ _ 
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~If Phan-crowded-pl~ne crashes at Saigon i 
; 8,\IGON (UPI) - A - U.S. Air crash - the wo~ disaster in U.S. "'Ibis tragedy must not dete~ us ... "l carriecf one handicapped boy three Jeeps to be driven into J 
JForce plane Cf9wded_ with Viet- aviation history. b.i offer new hope for the living.•• "' 1'ho still had his crutcb and brace plane abreast. when they blew off 
tnamese war orphans en route to the It Is believed that some of the vie- ,the President 8$id: , . -' and Jill he said was he wanted to go air pressure inside dropped instanj 
United States crashed and burned . tims were sucked out of the plane Pan American World Airways an- to the bathroom." ly. · 

~Friday in a muddy rice paddy llefU' · when the cargo doors blew off, caus- munced that one of its 747 jumbo jets . OOicials for U.S. Agency for Inter- The pilot, Maj. Dennis Tra~ 
-j Saigon. More than half of the 305· per- · 1og sudden decompression of the will bring about 400 Vietnamese or- natiooal Development (AID) earlier said this caused him to have diffic 
i sons aboard were killed. . plane. Most passengers were strap- ID8DS and 50 attef_ldants from Saigm this week had refused to allow the ty in controlling plane's rate 

The U.S. embassy said at least ,118 ped In; the decompression tore off Saturday under charter to the Holt same group of orphans to board a descent and ability to turn. . 
. persom, most of them orphans a their clothing. A hospital doctor said International Children's Services World Airways charter plane be- · Traynor, covered with mud but U/ 

inonths to 12 years old, died when the almost all the dead brought in were Inc. of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am jet - cause tbey believed it was unsafe for hurt, said that he attempted to la, 
· Crippled C5 Galaxy transport _ the naked. will fly from Saigon to Seattle by young.,ters to travel strapped to the at the airport he had just left. But 1 
M>rld's largest plane -crash~landed President Ford had planned to way-0f Guam and Honolulu, a tWll floor. Some of the orphans on the' minutes after he had taken off ti -
while trying to make it back to Sai- greet the orphans when they arrived distanceof9,000airnp.les. .• ·. flight that crashed Friday were plane plowed into a rice paddy arr 

• T Son Nb t ·rport afte t • ' • • strapped to the Floor. just short of the runway, dlsin 
,irrs an u a1 r wo at Travi,s Air Force Base in Califor- The em~ 881~ ~t m addition The plane had traveled about 40 ed and burst into flames . 

. huge cargo. doors blew off in Dia. to the children . - mixed-blood Qf"' , miles. from Saigon's international A Pentagon spokesman said 
~rd °!.1:U:~ ~rp= Deeply saddened over the crash, . phans, _moSt sired by . American airport when both· clamshell-shaped fact the pilot kept the plane level 
Vietnam. Ford said in San Francisco, "Our the plane <:8"1ed 44 U.S. ooors at the rear of the huge fuselage brought it in to a crash-landing 

mission of mercy will continue. The Mission esco~. 16 Air Force crew- · blew off in tflight, evidently damag- " a remarkable demostration 
U.S. embassy spokesmen said at· survivors will be flown here when men and two flight nurses. ing hydraulic systems leading to tail flying skill." 

100 of the 243 of'Rhans aboard · they are physically able. Other wait- "Many of those babies survived controls. 
_ up to 20 adults survived -the Ing orphans will make the journey. . . the crash ~autifully," said a doctor. The ~rs are large enough for (Continued on page 13) 
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Sc1bot~ge.~ :-p1{a~~ .. ,,;,.~-~-'Pt1~,ed 
in Vietnamese: Orphal1s'' deathS -~ 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Military sources ,pres.5ion attribufed to the blowing.open of -preparations for takeoff and they said i0 
_,said Friday there was a "definite possibil-_: rear cargo doors. . . was possi~le somebody who wanted to 

/ ity" that sabotage might have caused the · Officers familiar with the design of t damage· :tfie . plane could have slipped 
crash of a C5 transport plane loaded with a; said it is possible a saboteur could ha e at that time. . 
·South Vietnamese orphans. . placed an explosive _charge inside a . . . ,. · · . • _ -

· · sage leading from the cargo cor:npartmel'lt · Military sources said there had·never / 
. They said there is susp1cion of possible to the plane's tail. fore been-: a blowout of C5 cargo doors m 

sabotage because the cargo doors-of C5s the nearly 'five years that the world's big- . 
are !:lO built tl)at the pilot's controls s~ould Other f>entagon officials who said~ they ge$t cargo planes have been in operation. 
not be affected if the doors blow out. are keeping an open m~d . _on po ible ; _ • - .,_ ~.. .. . . . ; . . . 

·niey said .there have' been me inci-
A team of Air FOrce experts wi!l investi- -:_ , . .Det~ls of plane cra~lt on page 3; 

/
gate this -and other possibilities when "it . · crrea reaction on pages 5 and 17. 
visits the crash site probably Saturday. 

-~iiii, in ·which rear cargo doors of smaller , ,_ 
•· C!-41 ·transport planes have blo~ open be-

cause of t~ failure of clamps, but that • 
pilot controls were never harmed in these The teaqi is coming from Thailand. 

The report came as· government officials 
said the airlift of Vietnamese to the .United 
States will continue despite the tragic 
crash. · . . · 

The Pentagon reported earlier . that the 
pilot of the striken C5 which crashed near 

/the Saigon airport said he lost all elevator, 
/ rudder &Qd flap cont~l after what was de-

. scribed as a "massive explosive deeom: 
presmqn '' in the cargo compartment. . ·. 

_cause, said the C5 was guarded by the 
South Vietnamese while on the ground at 
T Son Nhut air base. 

incidents •, -. . . . . . . 
,. ,,. . .· .... 

.. U.S. ~ffici~ls . expressed -~ · ~cern . 
. over ,the· plane crash but said the airlift of 
t\"1h1lr• .. should go on. . 




