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{’Managers of Money
'~ Supply, Credit Fail in
: ‘.Bdth Roles, Critics Say

AU

5

| - BY PAULE. STEIGER -

Times Staff Writer

‘| WASHINGTON—A frequent ritual

for any President's economic advisers
is to take a short trip from the White
[House down Constitution Ave. and
have lunch at the marble-hewn head-
guarters of the Federal Reserve Sys-
ftem. ' :
"The food is always good, says a
an who has made the trip many
times, "but on the whole you don't
‘get very much information."
' Nobody gets very much informa-
tion from the Federal Reserve,
i Iis 19 leaders—the seven members
~ of -the board of governors and the
présidents of the 12 Federal Reserve

banks—meet here every four weeks
hohind nlacad Annre

ON DOOMED FLIGHT —Vietnamese orphans with
their bottles are dwarfed by seats of a C-5A plane

that crashed near:Saigon shortly after this pho.to
was taken. Below, crash site with burning wreckage.
AP Wirephoto

Help or Earn

Traitor

Label--Thieu to U.S.

Loss of Support Has Caused Loss of
Morale, He Says; Won't Step DoWn.'

i From Times Wire Services

SAIGON—President Nguyen Van Thieu said Friday the United States must
honor its pledges of aid to South Vietnam or American would eain "the label of

Plane Carrying

Viet Orphans

Crashes; 178 Die

From Times Wire Services

SAIGON—The first official US.
mercy airlift of Vietnamese war or-
phans ended in flaming disaster Fri-
day when an Air Force cargo plane
carrying 305 persons crashed in a

traitors." .

In an hour-long address that broke
a two-week silence on the Commu-
nist offensive, Thieu ordered forma-
tion of a new government, resisting
continuing demands that he step
down to open the way for a political
grouping that might deal with the
Communist side and reach a negotiat-
ed settlement of the war.

Thieu said that in an effort to re-
build  morale and fighting spirit
among the South Vietnamese, he had
accepted the resignation of Prime
Minister Tran Thien Khiem and his
cabinet.

Nguyen Ba Can, chairman of the
National Assembly since 1972, had
agreed to become prime minister and
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Plane Carrying 243

S. Vietnar

A ©

Ceausescu Arrives
For 6-Day State Visit

To Comm

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (Kyodo- “f

Romanian President Ni- visit Japan in May 1972. But immediately escorted to the Reuter) — Presxdent Gerald nam
colae Ceausescu arrived here his visit at that time was can-  Government Guesthouse, Ford said Thursday he did not of
Friday for a six-day state vis- celed due to unavoidable cir- where official welcoming cere- anticipate the fall of Vietnam  choi
it, his first to Japan. cumstances of Japan and Ro- monies were held. to the Communists, but he Fc
He was accompanied by his mania. The President and his wife acknowledged the situation was  Sout
wife Elena, and Romanian of- Ceausescu and his parly were received by the Emper- ~grim and regretted he did not = Ngu
ficials, including Deputy Pre- were met at the Tokyo Inter- o; and Empress, Crown have the military power at his  forn
mier Cheorghe Oprea, For- national Airport by Ambassa- prince and Princess, Prime disposal to deter further ag- retn
eign Minister Cheorghe Maco- dor to Romania Ryoko Ishi- pfinister Takeo Miki and oth- gression. ~ has
vescu and Chemical Industrv kawa and his wife: Toshio ar Adianitariae He told a press conference nist
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g 243 Orphans Crashes

S. Vietnam Will Not Fall Over 100 Survive;
To Communists: Ford

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (Kyodo-
Reuter) — President Gerald
Ford said Thursday he did not
anticipate the fall of Vietnam
to the Communists, but he

acknowledged the situation was
orim and recretted he did nat

“And we call on North Viet-
nam to permit the movement
of refugees to areas of their
choice.”

Ford expressed dismay that
South Vietnamese President
Nouven Van. Thieu had nat in-

could lead to a ceasefire
which would permit the evac-
uation of refugees.

He said it was not for him
to tell President Thieu what
to do and in any case he dld

T ar o TS

296 Were Aboard

SAIGON (AP) — A giant U.S. Air Force C5A
Galaxy transport crashed in flames Friday with 296
persons aboard, including 243 Vietnamese orphans
that were being flown to the Philippines and the
United States, the U.S. Embassy announced.

The embaséy said first re- that normally accommodate
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Nurses Myrna Fisher (left) and cousin 'Mary Fisher hold six of 55 Vietnamese orphans

AP Radiophoto

who were flown into Oakland late Wednesday night. They are shown with the orphans at the
home of Myrna Fisher’s sister in Sacramento, Calif. Thursday morning. Two of the babies will
stay in Sacramento and the other four will be taken to the Los Angeles area.

Americans Enthuse Over ‘Orphans’

NEW YORK (AP) — “This
has been a great outpouring
of human compassion,” said
Elizabeth Manning, one of the
many persons working, volun-

said, “this situation has
touched everyone.”

In their homeland, Vietnam-
ese mothers were tearfully of-
fering their children for adop-

Fund — an organization back

‘ed by an American adoptior

agency, Welcome House, o
Doylestown, Pa. VACF runs
two children’s homes in Sai
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JIE ON BABYLIFT

Suspect Sabotage' i Crash

WASHINGTON (AP)
—Military sources said
Friday there was a
“definite possibility”
that sabotage might
‘have caused the crash
of a C5A transport
plane loaded with
South Vietnamese or-
phans.

They said there is sus--

picion of possible sabotage
because the cargo doors of
C5As are so built that the
pilot’s controls should not
be affected if the doors
blow out.

A team of Air Force experts
will investigate this and other
possibilities when it visits the
crash site probably Saturday.
The team is coming from Thai-
land.

The report came as govern-
ment officials said the airlift of
Vietnamese to the United
States will continue despite the
tragic crash.

The Pentagon reported ear-
lier that the pilot of the stricken
C5A which crashed near the Sai-
gon airport said he lost all
elevator, rudder and flap con-

(Continued on Back Page, Col. 4)

ANGUISH SHOWS ON THE FACES OF WOMEN CARRYING BABIES WHO SURVIVED THE CRASH.

AP

P

S



| Orphans

By The Associated Press

“She is everything we -ever
wanted.” ;

That’s how Adele Kolinsky of
Spring -Valley, N.Y., summed
up her feelings Friday after
meeting Nguyen Thi My Huong
the three-year-old Vietnamese
girl she had adopted.

The girl, whose new name
will be Robyn Lan, arrived at
New York’s La Guardia Aigport .

Faces in Pictures Come to Life

o Made It Delight New Parents

N

remainder went to other East
Coast points.

One of the two who got off
went home with Mrs. Thomas
Pope of Calhoun, Ga. ‘“We're
going to go home and have
some breakfast and see if this
little girl will have a nap.
We've waited a long time for
this. We’ve been watching her
grow for a long time through
pictures in the mail.

e
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'“E}{'ii'r' of gloom settled over
the Boulder, Colo., offices of

vut Laiv,

assistant director of the group.
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Could See Hole in Back of Plane: Sgt. Pan Am

By PETER O’LOUGHLIN

SAIGON (AP)—The pages of a
Donald Duck comic book flipped
in the wind.

A baby’s bottle, a flight man-
ual, cushions, clothing, and
molten pieces of metal were
scattered around in the burning
grass.

Headless bodies were buried
in the mud.

It was the crash site of a U.S.

The sudden whoosh of air out
of the cabin of the plane, the
largest in the world, was the

first sign of the imminent
tragedy.

Air Force Sgt. Jim Hadley, a
Sacramento, alif., medical
technician topping his two

weeks of reserve training with
what he thought would be just
a weekend flight to Saigon,
knew right away the plane was
in a decompression condition.

the back of the plane, you could
see the sunlight streaming in.

‘“Things started flying
around. Eyeglasses. Pens.
Pieces of insulation tore off the
ceiling. The pillows exploded.
They were plastic lined.

“That went off for a little
while until the air stopped. By
then the oxygen masks had
dropped down.

“There weren’'t enough oxy-
gen masks. We had to keep

ridor, “I think the kids were
quiet because they were getting
dopey from an absence of oxy-
gen,

“I don’t know how long we
were in the air. We were losing
altitude. But we had plenty of
time. We had to discuss what
we were going to do.

“We talked about what doors
we were going out of when we
impacted. We didn’t stand by
the doors. We were feeding ox-

Evacuating

400 Tots

WASHINGTON (UPI) — Pan
American World Airways an-
nounced plans Friday for a
mercy airlift of 400 South
Vietnamese orphans and 50
adult attendants out of Saigon
Saturday, the biggest single
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General scenes of the
wreck of the giant C5A near
Saigon:

—Top left, two Air Force
crewmen enter a hospital
emergency room.

—Top center, rescue work-
ers look for bodies in the rub-
ble.

—Top right, soldiers comb
through pieces of plane.

—1Left, kids hold onto their
pillows just before takeoff.

—>Bottom far left, female
dependents of the U.S. mis-
sion in Saigon strap them-
selves in prior to liftoff.

—Bottom, tiny tots clinging
to baby bottles are strapped
down.

—Right, dazed infant
peers from upper deck
stretcher in ambulance after
arrival at Saigon hospital.

AP, UPI Photos
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General scenes of the
 wreck of the giant C5A near
- Saigon: L i

_ —Top left, two Air Force
crewmen enter a hospital
emergency room. ;

_~ —Top center, rescue work-
" ers look for bodies in the rub-
ble. oS

. —Top right, soldiers comb
" through pieces of plane.

—1left, kids hold onto their
_ pillows just before takeoff.

—Bottom far Ie"ft, female
dependents of the U.S. mis-
sion ‘in Saigon strap them-
~ selves in prior to liftoff.

—Bottom, tiny tots clinging
to baby bottles are strappe
down. &

—Right, dazed inf u‘{l t
peers from upper deck

stretcher in ambulance after
“arrival at Saigon hospital.

. AP, UPI Photos ™
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SAIGON, South Vietnam

(AP} — The world's largest '

plane, carrying 243 Vietnamese
orphans on a mercy flight or-
dered by President Ford,
crashed in flames shortly after
take-off from Saigon today.

U.S. officials said the U S, Air
Force C5A Galany transport
was carrying a total of 298
persons and that 106 orphans
and 19 U.S. Air Force personnel
survived.

Hospital officials said at least

73 persons were known dead,
including 40 orphans, 25 women
and eight men. They said 30
others were still trapped in the
bottom of the plane.

The plane was to have
stopped at Clark Air Force Base
in the Philippines en route to the
United States.

“It was a horrible thing to
see,”” one witness said '‘Chil-
dren were crying while the fire
burned."

Amc;-tcm rescue workers
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m of a CSA, which the Air Force about the same distance away.
«d has been flying since 1970.
n Wumun told Associated Embassy said the piane carried the crash site to provide secur-
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More than 100 South Vietnam- chcu(hbayl\demu«plw !
A spokesman for the US. esemilitiamen were ordered to in Saigon.

“All 1 know is that I had a lot |

af tolanda an haoed "' asid Ane
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hotage of plane is suspected
Vietnamese orphans’ deaths

{GTON (AP) — Military sources
v there was a ‘‘definite possibil-
abotage might have caused the
(5 transport plane loaded with
namese orphans.

i there is suspicion of possible
acause the cargo doors of C5s
1 that the pilot’s controls should
‘ted if the doors blow out.

¢ Air Force experts will investi-
and other possibilities when it

crash site probably Saturday.

‘ coming from Thailand.

t came as government officials

‘lift of Vietnamese to the United .-

continue despxte the traglc

agon rcported earlier that the

striken C5 which crashed near
airport said he lost all elevator,
flap control after what was de-
a “massive explosive decom-
1 the cargo compartment.

man said the word explosive '

the suddenness of the decom-

pression attributed to the blowing open of
rear cargo doors.

Officers familiar with the design of the
C5 said it is possible a saboteur could have
placed an explosive charge inside a pas-
sage leading from the cargo compartment
tothe plane’s tail.

Other Pentagon officials who said they
are keeping an open mind on possible

Details of plane crash on page 3;
area reaction on pages 5 and 17.

»

cause, said ‘the C5 was guarded by the
South Vietnamese while on the ground at
Tan Son Nhut air base. :

But they said there was great confusion
during the loadmg of the war orphans and

preparations for takeoff and they said it
was possible somebody who wanted to
damage the plane could have slipped
aboard at that txme

Mlhtary sources said there had never be-
fore been a blowout of C5 cargo doors in
the nearly five years that the world’s big-
gest cargo planes have been in operation.

They said there have been some inci-
dents in which rear cargo doors of smaller
C141 transport planes have blown open be-
cause of the failure of clamps, but that

pilot controls were never harmed in these
Incidents.

UsS. ofﬁctals expressed deep concern

over the plane crash but said the axrhft o(
orphans should goon.
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Orphan-crowded plané cra&gﬁzzg

' SAIGON (UPI) — A giant U.S. Air
Force plane crowded with Viet-
‘namese war orphans en route to the
United States crashed and burned
I 7 Friday in a muddy rice padcy near
- Saigon. Morethmhalfofthemper-
sons aboard were killed.

The U.S. embassy said at least 178
i persons, most of them orphans 8
Sfie mcnppledt%lsz émld died when g
{ transport —
world’s largest plane — crash-landed
while trying to make it back to Sai-
! gon’s Tan Son Nhut airport after two
‘ huge cargo doors blew off in fli
‘ The flight was the first of Presi

Vietnam.

! AUS. embasyspdesmensaldat
¥ 100 of the 243 orphans aboard
up to 20 adults survived the

|ag

Ford airlift of orphans from South k

crash — the worst disaster in US.
aviation history
ltisbehevedthatsomeofﬂlevic-
tims were sucked out of the plane
when the cargo doors blew off, caus-
ing sudden decompression of the
plane. Most passengers were strap-
in; the decompression tore off

clothing. A ital doctor said
alnmtanmedemmmmwere-

naked.

/ President Ford had planned to
greet the orphans when they arrived
Qat'l‘rawsAeromeBaseinCahfor-

Ford said in San Francisco, ‘‘Our
mission of mercy will continue. The
survivors will be flown here when
they are physically able. Other wait-
ing orphans will make the journey. .

Deeply saddened over the crash, .

must not deter us
blnoffa'new

for the living,”

+the President said.
Pan American World Airways an-
mnmdﬂmtoneohta?ﬂjumbojets

will bring about 400 Vietnamese or-

phans and 50 attendants from Saigon
Saturday under charter to the Holt
Intematlmal Children’s Services

o dem o s Benespped N
who still had his crutch and bra

~and all he said was he wanted to

to the bathroom.”
for In
) earli

World Airways c plane b

Inc. of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am jet ~“cause they believed it was unsafe fi

will fly from Saigon to Seattle by
Guam and Honolulu, a total
distance of 9,000 air miles.

The embassy said that in addition
to the children -- mixed-blood or-
phans, most sired by American
troops — the plane carried 4 U.S.
Mission escorts, 16 Air Force crew-
men and two flight nurses.

“Many of those babies survived
the crash beautifully,” said a doctor.

ers to travel strapped to L}
. Some of the
flight that crashed riday we:

stﬁpedtothel"loor
had traveled about !

m Saigon’s internation
alrportwhen * clamshell-sha
doors at the rear of the huge fusel
blew off in flight, evidently dama
mghydrauhcsystemsleadmgmta

'l‘bdoonsarelargeenoughfq
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han-crowded plane crashes at Saigon

) —~ & tUSAir

row w1th¢ Viet-

rashed and burned
rice paddy near .

of thelﬁpeb

kmed.

xssyamdatleadlﬂ

of them orphans 8

mold.dxedwheng: 1
transport — the .
- ash-landed

lane —cr:
nake it back to Sai-

hut airport after two

s blew off in fli
he first of Presi

orphans from South

saidat
%spokesmen :

:dults survived the

™ ¢ B

crash — thewomtdxsastermU.s
aviation. :

Itis that some of the vic-
tims were sucked out of the plane
when the cargo doors blew off, caus-
ing sud(hn decompresslon of the

their clothin& A ital doctor said
almost all the dead brought in were -
naked. =
President Ford had planned to
greet the orphans when they arrived
at’l’raﬂgAirFoxceBaseinCalifor—
. nia.

saddened over the crash,

“This tragedy must not deter us

but offer new hope for the living,”
ithe President said.

Pan American World Airways an-
nounced that one of its 747 jumbo jets
will bring about 400 Vietnamese or-
phans and 50 attendants from Saigon
Saturday under charter to the Holt
International Children’s Services
Inc of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am jet

will fly from Saigon to Seattle by
0{ Guam and Honolulu, a total
dnstanceof 9,000 air miles.

The embassy said that in addition
to the children — mixed-blood or-
phans, most sired by American
troops — the plane carried 44 U.S.

Mission escorts, 16 Air Force crew-

men and two flight nurses.

“Many of those babies survived
the crash beautifully,” said a doctor.

“I carried in one handicapped boy

~who still had his crutch and brace
andallhesaxdwashewantedwgo

to the bathroom.”

Officials for IS Agency for Inter-
national Development (AID) earlier
this week had refused to allow the
same group of o to board a
World Airways charter plane be-

““ecause they believed it was unsafe for

ers to travel strapped to the

r. Some of the on the
fhght that crashed day were
strapped to the Floor.

The plane had traveled about 40
miles from Saigon’s international
airport when * clamshell-shaped
doors at the rear of the huge fuselage
blew off in flight, evidently damag-
ing hydraulic systems leading to tail
controls.

The doors are large enough for

three Jeeps to be driven into the
planeabreast when they blew off the
;nr pressure inside dropped instant-
y.

The pilot, Maj. Dennis Traynor,

said this caused him to have difficul- .

2 controlling the plane’s rate of
and ability toturn.

Traynor, coveredwlthmudbutunf

hurt, said that he attempted to land
at the airport he had just left. But 30
minutes after he had taken off the

plane plowed into a rice paddy area.
" just short of the runway, disintegrat-

ed and burst into flames.

A Pentagon spokesman said the
fact the pilot kept the plane level and
brought it in to a crash-landing was
“a remar,l,rable demostration of

(Continued on page 13)



.L\%Local families await
w&ﬁword about orphans

The whereabouts of two Vietnamese tragedy this information is not known at
orphans, bound for homes in Sonoma this end.”
County, is unknown thisemorning. “All we can do is watch and wait.”
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tion settled over the offices of
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ﬁ)m'i//c—dboc;i(“: .. baby bottle
——tragedy in Saigon mud

By PETER O’LOUGHLIN '~
Associated Press Writer

‘// SAIGON — The pages of a Donald Duck WorSt Oir CrGShes

comic book flipped in the wind. ' 5
A baby’s bottle, a flight manual, cushions, By Associated Press
clothing and molten pieces of metal were SAIGON — The crash here of a U.S. Air 4
scattered around in the burning grass. For_ce C-5A transport carrying 243 Vietnamese /
' ' \//
|
[
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Agency stunned at deaﬂ
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N — The pages of a
Duck eomic book

mgmsi is pictunﬂ o_g the facos&‘df women who c’m;ry wrvmng bables ﬁ-dm wrecked plane to hosputal
F :. " # L- 5 :

uck

Saxgun, kneW\nght away the
plane ‘was in a decompres-
sion condition.

“You could see it,”
said at Seventh Day Advent-

he

while until the air stopped.

"By then the oxygen masks

had dropped down.

“There weren’t enough ox-
veen masks. We had tn kean

were in the air. We were
losing altitude. But we had
plenty ‘of “time. We had to
_discuss what we were going
to do.

/. ==#P Phate -

scared and thev didn’t hkd
the straps holdmg themf
down.

“They were sitting two fp

n cant civ aanto anvaco 10 &m0
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rashes, v

SON, South Vietnam (P

first official U.S. evacu-

) {zht of Vietnamese or-

Low Carrying 243 children in

&& worid's largest plane,

y1 explosions and flames

only minutes, after
from Saigon. -

m“"fg”:ciats said nearly half

“ren survived and that

{t to the United States

by President Ford
awf -ontinue. There were a
Oyt ¥ 205 persons aboard the

a&_U.S. Air Force C-5A
M\'..’SRSDOYI that stands as
te. a six-story building, of--
aid.

.S. Embassy in Saigon
5wd‘ux 100 of the 243 or-
W..,Aid 10 or J5 of the 62
fdwht on the plane were re-
sanuf [I0spital officiais in Sai-~
WLM the rest were either

\;ured or still trapped in
Je wirckage in a paddy field
poles from the air base.

I SURVIVOR said there
[Nt enough oxygen masks

7 around, and - a
sman in Washington
?ﬁ* Ahat all C-5As be ground-

|-t ause the plane ‘“has
art p“;:’fnrmed up to specifi-
Afhws" The headquarters of
{th Air Force in th

on reports that th
/)QMLdeparture from Manila
today had been delayed
mehanical troudle.
‘?, » of a Donald Duck
took flipped in the wind
w paddy field where the
A ransport plummeted t
g™ 11 attening the cargo hold
about 20 percent of the
07 L& were strappedin. 7 -
we of us got through™a:
‘rom the top of thaplane,?

Jﬂgsnes refused 10 COMAN door failed and blew out,” he

1
:’j} children at the bottom)
o1 (&t plane didn't have a°

i . ot >
1 . woman surviver
({wq a. wom ' _

_in the mud, and a baby's bottle,

/e orphans for th
J// THE PILOT, identified as

Headless bodies were buried the back of the plane. You / In Washington, a spokesman  aboard the plane czme
could see the sunlight stream- for the Agency for Interna- gsioon orpranane

o

a flight manual, cushions, Angin. tional Development, which is f.). agency, whi of:
ciothing and molte .:eces of “Things . started flying handling the airlift, said “"the %c;dsr.cmc
metal were scatte. cd about i around. Eyeglasses. ‘

Pens. flight will continue.”” But Rep.
Pieces of insulation tore off (he/.es Aspin (D-Wis) urged tem- Jrpe cpagy s o
ceiling. The piliows exploded.” porary grounding of all C-SASp /ot sircrati ¢ o st
se2,"" one witness said. “'Chil- - They were plastic lined. because he said the plane *'has ... -4 The wor:f gLeur
dren were crying while the fire  “That went off for a little never performed up to specifi-  norcn 1974 wher 3¢6o
burned.”’- while until the air SIOPDEG. By cations.” aboard a Turk.‘h = ine
: * then the oxygen masks had  In San Francisco, Richard ({iiied in a crash ous ]“f
AMERICAN RESCUE dropped down.” Blanchfield, the man €0-0r- 'Tpro cocgnd g'c' M
workers were dropped from He said ‘“‘there weren't dinating the evacuationof Viet- i1 were 176, recofeh
helicopters and waded througVnough oxygen masks. We had/zamese orphans for the yi.. o s .“;." ; i€

the burning grass.
“It was a horrible thing to

Ww

the mud trying to find sur- / to keep moving them from kidy Friends of All Children, said n‘,;'_:r" SMoc k. bt Oils
vivors as well as bodies of thd/ to kid. We kept on our own when he heard the plane had .04 yhon ‘d.‘lc""'r: ¥y
dead spread along a mile-long  because otherwise you get, crashed, “'Oh, God. This is hor- i AR
swath. drowsy and then yougoout.”  rible!"”" Most of the orphans See Page A4,

The bodies of some headless./ ‘ ’ : : ‘
children were wrapped in pon
chos and put aboard the
choppers which flew them to a
morgue. AT

The plane arrived from Clark i " : :
Air Base in the Philippines car- : o ¢
rying emergency war materi- S d § - X
als, including 14 howitzers, for : 3 i . s
the  hard-pressed  Saigon
government and it picked up
trip.

Dennis. Traynor and who es-
caped unhurt, said he was
about 18 miles from Tan Son -
Nhut Air Base when he had to
turn back. ““The aft pressure

aid. “In blowingrout, the door
damaged the elevator and as a
result there were problems in .~ §
controlling the rate of descent |
of the aircraft. This became 3
critical to the point of almost
osing control as the aircraft.
made its turn into the airport

5 Nl
Fm A

“Trwas the fourth worstcrash { - S T ‘? e : i
in aviation history and the first ';Lf Fas e Pk (U ERR gy SR S Li._ﬁ....a..“. e

o

fataloneforaCHA. ..
Air Force Sgt, JimHadley,a .

A"
!

A rANGUISH SHOWS on the faces of these women who carry surviver

/medical technician from Sac- . -..", babies toa hospital in Saigon after 3 C-5A plane crashed today..

FIET By O Sl

ramento, ~ Calify, **who “also”™ -~ “ 7"
survived the ;ewdsh unhurt, © , ool ¢ -
said, ““You could see the hole in

- < -

—AP Laserptioto
[} ! =
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Mercy flight *
Travis bound

United Press International
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¢ down neaF Saigon

Merey flight *

Travis bound ‘ )

 United Press Internauonal Sk 5 » \
SAIGON—A U.S. Air Force C 5A Galaxy m "
port plane carrying 305 persons, most of them V.&~ \/
namese war orphans bound for the United States o
fthe first flight of President Ford's emergency
' Operation Babylift, erashed and burned here today.
" while attempting an emergeney landing. % :'

{3 At least 178 of those abo!q'd the mercy ﬂxght were [ »
kxued the U.S. Embassy saxd Eﬁubassy spokesmen said at

A o L
> ¢

- ) " b s o # WL ;;.J‘: : R

’Second }et held on Guam ‘?;
-

S A Pan Ameﬂmnﬂmyxieﬂ!nerunymgmhomem byt

. Vietnamese children from Saigonhasbeenstaﬂedm(iuam<

, because of mechanical difficulties. o e

& =

o ' ': pummmhstmgumtnwasmmu:
when the Boeine 747 wanld take off €ar Cam Branaican Téa

Ankn



Two Doors
Blew Off
Blg Jet - 5' - 75‘

100 of 243 | H.Q,W Y-
Chi]dl‘eﬂ' Live

L e

From Herald Wire Services |
SAIGON — With at ‘least 178 '
persons known dead — most of g
them orphans eight months to 12 l
vears old — the search continued |,
today for more dead or injured in (/i
the wreckage of a giant U.S. Air f
Force plane that crashed with a
load of Vietnamese orphans bound
for the United States.

The crippled C5 Galaxy transport
— making the first flight in Opera- A
tion Babylift, with. 305 persons/
aboard — crashed and- burned Fri- !
day in a' rice paddy while trying to 2
return to Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut
airport after two huge cargo doors i
blew off at 23,000 feet in the air. - '

U. S. officials said there w@ _
orphans abeard the C5 cargo = ,
port. — the world’s largest plane —

+ and that about 100 of them sur-
vived. Of the 62 adults aboard,
about 20 survived- Ihe crash, the _

worst‘ disaster in U. S. aviation his- |
tory i

|

IT WAS believed at least some of
the victims were sucked out of the
plane when the cargo doors blew
off, suddenly .decompressing the
plane. Most passengers were strap-
ped in, however, and the decom-
pression tore off their clothing. A [

- ‘hospital doctor said almost all thé {
dead brought in were naked.

President Ford had planned to

greet the orphans when they ar-

. rived at Travis Air-Force Base in

California after a stopover at Clark i
Field in the Philippines.

“Deeply saddened over the crash,
Ford said in San Francisco: “Our :
mission of mercy will continue. The /
survivors will be flown here when
they are physically able. Other
waiting orphans will make the jour-
ney. ,
‘y'Thns tragedy must not deter us / |
but offer new hope for the living,” "
the Presiderst said. i)

Pan American Airways - an- |
nounced that one of its 747 jumbo |
jets. will airlift about 400 Vietnam-
ese orphans and 50 attendants out %
of Saigon touay under charter ‘to
the Holt International Children’s ‘
Services Mc. of Eugene, Ore. The '
Pan Am jet will fly from Saigon to-
Seattle by way of Guam and Hono-
lulu, & distance of 9,000 air miles. ‘

THE. EMBASSY said that in addi- i
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The man coordxnahng the
evacuation of / South. Viet- -

namese orphans:yfor can
‘adoptive agency: here ex-

rressed horror and shock ta.

horrifled

an orphanage the adency op- .

eratee

“We : are m "a “state of* :
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f TRAVIS AIR FORCE
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C5A await fakeoff in Saigon.
© ' AP Wirephoto

- They said the possibility exists because the mmx

4/ added Friday when the giant U.S. AiE

- WASHINGTON. — There is a “‘definite possibility”’ that
. sabotage might have caused the crash of the C-5A transport '

plane loaded with South Vietnamese orphans; military
. sources said Friday. ; o

dc-samsobmlt that tbe,pilot{s contmlp
- affected if the doors blow out. =

AteumntAirForceexpem'm ,'
other possibilities when it lmm ‘the

ANEWCIIAP‘!"EITOTHE

crashed 35 minutes after taking off from Tan Son
mmmmmmmwmwm
escorts, 16 crewmen and two flight nurses.

Almost half the children survived the disaster. - Fs

President Ford said he was “déeply saddened at the
- loss of so many lives” onthe first official U.S. orphan
" evacuation flight from Saigon, but that the airlift will go on.:

U.s. otﬂchlssaidabo\nlworphansandlstomwults
were pulled out alive and that the rest were either dead or
tmppedlntbepﬂvemed.mkingwxeckagel%mﬂelﬁnm
Tan Son Nhut airbase.

_ Identities were not expected until Saturday. v F Other mugm officials, who said they are m an /7,
/" THE CARGO PLANE, THE LARGEST in the world, open mind an the possible cause, said the C&mgmdad
seemed to land smoothly in a paddy field, but then bounced | by the South Vietnamese while on the ground.” e
across the Saigon River, where its wings broke off and a fire . But they said there was great confusion d“"'! the -
started the pxlot Capt. Dennis Traynor, said: The cockpit. ; .~ ContinuedonPage$A = . "
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crashes; 178 die

SAIGON (UPI) — A USS. A
Force C5A Galaxy transpor
plane carrying 305 persons.
most of them Vietnamese war
orphans bound for the United
States on the first flight of /
Presidefit Ford's emergency \/
Operation Babylift, crashed
and burned here today while
attempting = an . emergency
3 .lg,,‘d%n&'_ > ,‘ s ¢ P

At Teast 178 'of THose aboard’

the mercy flight were killed. the 4
U.S. Embassy said. Embassy /

spokesmen said at least 100
children and 15 te 20 adults
survived the first crash of the
world's largest plane.

The embassy said the pla
carried 243 orphans ranging in
age from 8 months te 12 years,
most of them fathered by U.S. {
servicemen formerly stationed \
in South Vietnam. The embassy
" said there also were 4 U.S. }‘ ,¥

Mission escorts. 16 Air Force

\
—UPI memﬂe crewmen and two flight nurses/ ?Q‘
RESCUE WORKERS SEARCH F OR BODIES IN PLANE WRECKAGE (The Pentagon said 10 medics.

[ 230 Viet Orphans Were Enroute to The Philippines and nurses from the Phillipines ™ ,
! ; were aboard).
. The Pentagon said both of the ~ |
_—huge clamshell loading doors at
the rear of the plane blew off
while the plane was flying at
23.000 feet. 40 to 60 miles out of
Saigon. It said the pilot reported /

- he lost control of his steering

Ll :, mechanism. presumably
9 -l because the doors had severed
V. ) hydraulic lines leading to the

\ib <4 = tail. The rear doors are so wide
//Z \ "y s that three jeeps can be driven

L
¢ 0 ~— e were immediate calls

) v | in Congress that the remaining

/ t ,‘ 77 C3s in the Air Force _be
> grounded. -

e oA, Ml Demnis
Traynor. turned back toward 3\/
Tan Son Nhut airbase but was }
unable to control the rate of ¥

- descent and plunged to earth 'm\ \
| a swampy area just outside the
' base. Ruptured fuel tanks burst
: |into flames, sending up towers
‘of smoke that could be seen in
 Saigon, six or seven miles

away. AR S T A
The C5A was bound for its

first stop at Clark Air Force

Base in the Philippines and

President Ford had planned to ¢
greet personally the orphans
when they arrived in California.

The crash sent a wave of /
shock through the United States L~
where hundreds of families
were awaiting to adopt the 2.000.
lorphans to be brought there on

(Continued on Back Page}




{ the “military - airlift. A White .
| (House aide, awakened at the
| "presidential quarters at Palm
\ Springs. Calif.. described the | \/

“erash as “unbelievable and ;
shinals fe o v

K| poonpayy yJ

LVUIOWA( SSHdd HH,

.

v adrdu

.

-
.
*
=
)
-
e
-

GL6T v TI¥AY ‘AVAIYA “dITVD ‘VSOY VINVS

dodpdsnay; Su



rmcnitt
Text Box





U.S. Air

* SAIGON (UPI) -y
with Viet-

?Force plane crowd

‘namese war orphans en route to the =
burned

pddy near..
< Saigon. More than half of the mpt‘r-' ¢

“United States crashed and
.Friday in a muddy rice

 sons aboard were killed. &
p TteU&embassysandatleast.ll
persons, most of them orphans 8

 months to 12 years old, died when the
3 mytransport the

vﬂnletrylngmmakelthacktoSai-

w Tan Son Nhut airport after two

cargo doors blew off in
'I‘hefhghtwasthefnrstof?regﬁ
Ford axrhftoforphanstcomSomh
Vietnam.

AUS. embassy spokesmen-said at
100 of the 243 orphans aboard
_‘and up to 20 adults survived the

- = Ba= e . .8

crash — the worst disaster in U.S.

_aviation history.

It is believed that some of the vic-

- tims were sucked out of the. plane
~when the cargo doors blew off, caus-
‘ing sudden decompression of the

plane. Most passengers were strap-

bmrln the decompression tore off

clothing. A hospital doctor said

. almost all the dead brought in were

naked.

President Ford had planned to
greet the orphans when they arrived
at Travis Air Force Base in Califor-
nia.

Deeply saddened over the crash, .

Ford said in San Francisco, ‘‘Our
mission of mercy will continue. The
survivors will be flown here when

' they are physically able. Other wait-

ing orphans will make the journey. . .

must not deter us
bm oﬁer new hope for the living,””’
ithe President said.

Pan American World Airways an-
nounced that one of its 747 jumbo jets
will bring about 400 Vietnamese or-
phans and 50 attendants from Saigon
Saturday under charter to the Holt .
International Children’s Services
Inc of Eugene, Ore. The Pan Am

{f)l{ from Saigon to Seattle
Guam and Honolulu, a total
dstanceof9000mrmﬂes -

The embassy said that in addition
to the children — mixed-blood or-
phans, most sired by American'f
troops — the plane carried 44 U.S.
Mission escorts, 16 Air Force crew- .
men and two flight nurses.

“Many of those babies survived
the crash beautifully,” said a doctor.

Apnl 5, 1975, »Dehver, Colo

rphan-crowded plane crashes at Salgon

“1 cnrrle&m ‘one handicapped boy

‘who still had his crutch and’ brace

and all he said was he wanted to go
tothe bathroom.”

. Officials for U.S. Agency for Inter-

national Development (AID) earlier
this week had refused to allow the
same group of o to board a
World Airways c!

to travel strapped to the

floor. Some of the orphans on the

flight that crasheed Friday were
to the Floor.

The plane had traveled about 40
miles from Saigon’s international
airport when both' clamshell-shaped
doors at the rear of the huge fuselage
blew off in /flight, evidently damag-
ing hydraulic systems leading to tail
controls.

The doors are large enough for

rter plane be--
-‘cause they believed it was unsafe for

2 ﬁo&:ﬁy Madhdins s—-\,

three Jeeps to be driven into thj ‘
planeabreast when they blew off thy
air pressure inside dropped instan|

The pilot, Maj. Dennis Tra
said this caused him to have diffic
ty in controlling the plane’s rate
descent and ability to turn.

Traynor, covered with mud but w |
hurt, said that he attempted to lar |
at the airport he had just left. But |
minutes after he had taken off t|
plane plowed into a rice paddy ar
just short of the runway, disinl
ed and burst into flames. Legr’

A Pentagon spokesman said {
fact the pilot kept the plane level

it in to a crash-landing
‘“‘a remarkable demostration)
flymg skill.”

{Continued on page 13\
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Sabotage Of plane IS suspected
““

in Vietnamese orphans’ deaths

WASHINGTON (AP) — Military sources
said Friday there was a “‘definite possibil-

_/ity” that sabotage might have caused the -

crash of a C5 transport plane loaded with
‘South Vletnamese orphans.

.They said there is suspicion of possmle
sabotage because the cargo doors of C3s
are so built that the pilot’s controls should
not be affected if the doors blow out.

7

The team is coming from Thailand.

The report came as government officials
said the airlift of Vietnamese to the United

States will contmue despxte the traglc ; \
: . [during the loading of the war orphans and 7

crash.

The Pentagon reported earlier that the
pilot of the striken C5 which crashed near
the Saigon airport said he lost all elevator,

./ rudder and flap control after what was de-
_scribed as a “massive explosive deeom-
pression”’ in the cargo compartment :

A spokesman said the word Ve .

ret’erred to the suddenness of the

A team of Air Force experts will investi-
gate this and other possibilities when it -
visits the crash site probably Saturday.

/preparations for takeoff and they said it
was possible somebody who wanted to
damage the plane could have slipped
aboardat that nme

Mlhtary sources said there had never be-
fore been a blowout of C5 cargo doors m
the nearly five years that the world’s big-¥
gest cargo planes have been in operatnon

pression attributed to the blowing open of
rear cargo doors.

Officers familiar with the design of t
(5 said it is possible a saboteur could have
placed an explosive charge inside a
sage leading from the cargo compartment
tothe plane’s tail.

Other Pentagon officials who said, they
are keeping an open mind . on poésxble E
They sald there have been some inci-
.dents in which rear carge doors of smaller @
~Cl41 transport planes have blown open be- *
cause of the failure of clamps, but that .
pilot. controls were never harmed in these =
mcxdents

US. ofticials expressed deep concern
over the plane crash but said the alrhft of

. Details of plane crash on page 3;
arec reaction on pages 5 and 17.

cause, said the C5 was guarded by the
South Vietnamese while on the ground at
Tan Son Nhut air base.

But they said there was great confusion

hn‘ w:fh class achdn smf
' sromr ou_nez 5 _





