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Book Saigon-

everyone on that flight 1ost thier passport anvwav:

Mystery ch!ldren on airlift. Ross sanid it-Was vrossible evervone .was
puti ing peonle on plane.

People .were litﬁerly shoving people into car s an stuff like that going
to the airport. what do vou do. hard to sav, not in olved with flight.

Such a hectic time, not everybovd plaved the rules. FFAC and FCVN Got
blamed for e very damn thing. Invididuals in the orecanization brok e a
few rules ,Broucht to light such a hectic time. People doing things tha
were later reflection on organization. *“‘there will be the exoneration
within itself.

Daly is a pushy person and doesn't care what other peole think of him
and therefore lot 'of people are of fended bv him, not undertanding him

Callous, course and hard and a humanltrian side. Of-course he can afford
it but how manv people are rich and don't do thines.

Boiled down that Kosemarv didn't like h'm. Sorrv about it all, the kids
suffered and kis got killed the next dav. Sorrv tht the orecm ixation was
not resvonsive to press an PR because itwas g hectic time andevervone

was notrec eptive to pr at that thme.

In the beginning evéfﬁboydlwas up-tight sbout PR Kt 3 were goineg to meet
eachoth- down the track...bettter to ret 1t out’in the ovpen.

_Sue: Hand mothers a bill who reclaimed their children. Y u have a richt

-

to colect. Doubt would have collected .,..w vld have stopped them
cold. Showed the ublic that thev were opportunits.

I had taked to vaun several times whether wshe should eive up her son.

I had been there until March 75. She had taleked to me manv times

previously to that about . wh'le I was fthere the vwh ole vear and had
considered giving ker son up for adoptinon bec~use she was uncertain

how the country and what was haopenineg. He is Korean-V:tnamentse.

She is Vietnamese-Yhines. Fathr not around. © e was concerned bbout hime

and obviously very comminted to him and leoved him vervmuch. I told her

Vaun don't do it it is ridiculous, thlnps could get better. don' do it.

She said she loved him very much and din't want to lose him. It was

basically left at that when I left. Yhen I left in March she decided not

to do it. After 1 left in “arch she started Balkine to Koss and CEmrxi

Cherri. ..Terry had already left. Thev ended up...when itwas obviious that

Vietnam was fall and we didn't know if we were going to cet anv of aur

emplvees out. Roms sdidn't know. Had 1 been at the presidio and

would have said something to Chervl ar Carol who were traving to place

the kids as ocuickly as possible to told them to brine him here to Denver

T knew that it was amistake that she wshould n-t be esivine up. ® ended up

_get very hurt and angrv at Vaun for the wavy s?e sent about
I told them to brin him here tio, Denvef and wait. didn't know if she

wa s 201ng to get out. v :

angry about the way she went about 9ett ne him
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Sue Walters //

Ross Missed Daly Flight. He didn't have.passport, strangel v enough b////~
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Only child she had. She is a good person. Problem is she egot to Wisc nsin,
started listening to other peole. Yot involved with ACLU who were very
much in the lawsuit. They told her to go to Calif and t ~stifv in the
l.wsuit we'l pet yvour son back. That didn't happen. ThatB8s waht hapvened.

onlh that's not what happened. Judge in California would not let her
testify. ‘

Cheryl would know. I ended up not testifving aginst her. She kenw
what gdoption....she has considered it before considered adoption.
knew what itwa. I saw her at camppendleton when she got here

and that time it was myassuntiona and basicallv stated that "look vou
gave your kid up for adoption you can't have him bnck. Ifelt like she
accepted that. She never contacted FCVN to ask how he was except for
how hewas and it was over a year before she got her child back.

pt i she never contacted FCVN for several mohtks and just to a sk how he
was. Which as the problem. It ended uv eing over a vear before she got
her child back and the kid didn't even remember her. he was || vears old

and bv that time 5%. 1% .vears...befor he saw her asain. He did not

rember her at all and they literally had to drag him out of the house.
Chervl and Carol who did -the placement at the presidio did not knw who
hewas. He was just -another kid off the plane. Thev vlaced him as an
orphan.

Hirl: In the states both parents are “ead and childorrhan, VN. 1 lrelative
It was alsd true in Vietnam as far as the wav thev did it. alive..;

Its a cover up for VM. Roevarv conducted child care classes...take car
of them food so much as loved an stimulation, etec...tried to set them
to take care of the. VN didn't want to give them awav, savineg we can
tak e care of the....not so. ‘4 :

Vietnamese themselfes selling thelr children...=s lone 3s one familvy
member thev arenot orphans. , . :

It all sounds ood that they woul dke cgre of them but they didn t.
The mother would relin~uish/the child. Lot os times it was another
relative that ought the/ch'1ld t6 the care denter.

A vear was a long wait for children. Usually it w as done fast.

FCUN was there nne vear exactly. FCVN Child Care Center there March 17
197Lh, cherry in April and fell in Aril in 1975. first kisa in

197b. ~

1st buiding outside of Saigon. Thu Duc toddler center.

All the r kids went for adoption. FCVN sponsored lots of orphances all
over Vietnam. Child care ecenter ...for adoption.babies that eame in
were ready for adopti n. 116 kis placed; nlus 300 out on airlift...
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She got Jennie when Llwags still livine with her. Then Igrau.dted from
college and went to Fla. Shé continued her interested in Illiniois a;g//

stared a chapter. Uot 2 kids and went to Vietnman did a lot of ufu
draising. froa 1ivsiti helped out in a Long Bi nurserv. About the
time they were breaki Fell in love with Vitnam who wanted to

rom Moss. Ex Dir of Mv Friend House.

e made arrancements to trv to start a progra
Thev needed “S‘ ST e o ruf their nutrition center and called me. Isaid
o.k. Onmy way to Denv r and cheri came to Denver also. I met Chervl
M,orkson. snd planned to moge to Vietnam. I went on to Vietnam and

a week later Cherrv said she was co’ nr Got to Palmaonaites. mv friends
and Ross was thgre stayving there. Been there a month.

Don Scott was there..basically decided that if Cheri was coming over,
it would be better if went to work with Cheri. 2 weeks Cheri came
//OVer and ftoss and she found houses. Cheep villa.

First French Villa. Jan Tru minh Giane. 1lst one we moved to.
~ there not verv vlong 1 or 2 months.

= Mov d to big _apartment building. Ba - ically just started checking
orphanaces, R;ss bige on that. Cheri s tarted making he contacts.
Bigrest hagsel was workine with governamet. Thev gaid thev were not
going to work with any other agencies, thev had 7 and didn t want anv
¢ more FCVN had the contract all alone FFAC) was the new one. Chery

Chervl convinced them to place kids. It was somethine that .evervone
said was impossible so it was guite an accomplishement.
Betty Besr- actress lives in Califor ia Julia- TV series, photocravher

came and spent 2 months an¢ picked out 2 kids. Smarts from Denver.

Older egirl an 2 vounger brothers.

Airline emplovees came over and spent about a month and picked out 2
kids.

/

Fevn was vaolved when Lianann e¢ot her child from Rosemarv Tavlor.

About a wvear when thev were not doing adoptions.Initallvy more suvnort
services than gqBoptions. After 1970 adoptinns.

Viet child workers helpiﬁq. Wa=n't required thev speak enclish. We used
interpreter.  But Bu This Xuan 100 staff. #lmost 1-1 for kids.

Medical staff, chlld care, laundry, cnok clean. At other houses

a full time doctor. Dr. Cuong. full time nurses. =ruh like a hospital
did T'v's, vervy sick ba ies. Obviouslv thev became better. hsad full
scale hospital 2 ame ican nurses. Terrv told of vounrer cirl.

éfﬂShirl's discussion - s nsational sm... stock, etc. PR. recdogn'tion.
:}. be in Sal Salvador ..little acore , michtv oak rres.

At the point of the airlift lot of things went sour. Press went nerative.

‘Press discussion.









-house.

Cme home March 27 197h. Uot sick. H&ight at bersinnine started t o
outling provices started .to fall. LA camermaen all over the ‘pl ce.

Held up the plane for me. gave me special ride a~rsoss the runwav,

most americsans cetting out. held plane, verv imnortant to news media
to gett mv story, just at the beginplnw wanted mv opinion. So evervone
~rranged to hold the plne us. Jodi Darrah and her husband, minlqter
from I1ltoins we h ad 13 kids  Phillipines, Ha await.

All the FCVN children left. put evervorne on the nlane and took off Ross
remained trving to get sta ff out for a few davs.

Sick when she came back. Got sick in Yanuarv 2 weeks...dirrahhea
constipation, vomiting, 2 we-ks and weak, lost weight. Continued to
vomit occasionallv when she eturned, ened up back here calciumphorsphorus
deficiency crampoing up. Totally recramped up whole "odv, shervl

rushed me to emercency r oom

Boiled water. bad, coud nit use faucet tat all. did find out what

~or where ny particuar disease ¢ e from. no return or

Anegry when she came back. I came back andwas coing to go back over
there -nd we wanted t o get Cherri's kids out who were not american
01tizen%/she had 3 vietnamee kis and Ibrought themltck and at Chervl

Y wags goine to go back and bv thetime I reseted up I realvy
ne er made it back I went out to the Persidio once. Basicallv watched
kids. At home more with Chervl and cheris kids.
Persidio run m ore efficientlv? Continental much better, persidio
was run ok but the numbers . moats. children t persidio. few adults
came or snuck out, came to help escort kids. got a few out. broucht some
staff out.

Evervone thought Saiegon...at that point no indicati n it was egoing tht
fast .. Bad enough cheri wanted to cet her kicds out. We nev r dreamed
the South Vet armvwasn't going to fight at all. I dont think we will
ever know what that means. ‘

FCVN found what she wants to do, vnu vour sister. Thev are divorced.
Cheris married to an-fndiesw. thev have ben divorced for voears.
Cheri is very involved in doing this kind of work Tom is not. *“ore
personality , this is what I want to do withmy oife. Thev are here noW
with thev Yad hewas over there for Xmas, Fom over thre twice.:

of own children || Vitna emes. Married in 1965 she went over in
197b . IBM vears leafe of absence. . took the kids to vietnam.
they adopted 3 here and t ook them over. too k all 7 back to Vietnam.
came back in March of 75. the 3 viet. She came back in April -@erri

‘-n tom. ‘hey made several of the airlift flights. 2 or 3.

Bagsicallv thev worked together in vietnam. he wanted to ro back to IBM

and o0ld life and she didn't want to go back to old 1life. 7 kids live

in dia. adopted 8th in Vietnam. She has 2 by thistBdian husband.

Well adjusted. individual probalem s but basically do well. Brian vouncest
biological, - Vietnames school, French/Viet school. Ihev speak some :
Bengalli and hindi 1o guare.



Cherri is separate from FCVN. 'i;ternahonal Mission of Hone.
Went over 5% vears ago with Cherri and gtarted it. Adoption acency
which brings in the funds to care .for the kids. 900 crams tinv tinv
babies. Most of the kids she <-gets rom nursine homes. Nursine home
that are the pits and best. these kids come from the worst. Women
who are not mderried and absndonc them. because its a cheap place it
theyare notasked many cuestion thevy dont expect to o Qreat namees,
a conveninet plahce to drop the kids off. 1lot of ke ids, induced
labor thev don't want the kid and thev cant be pr@qnant,‘not necessarily
~n a bortion, they .jsust say Ican't be preg ant anymore, not neces arly
aborti n, Iintensive child care nursery, doctors and nursea ar ound the
clock 1live in nurse, Cgalcutta. Indian children mostly dark.

3ebest hosptial facility in @alcutta. He workds with acencv.

Lot of trouble keeping visa. a aveear ago thev cdg out with necative
publicitv. London newspaper, never came to facilitv never seen it,
worote the arteicl, went world wide, inve igntions, leared bhv
government but becauce of publicitv, its fine if vour doing this but is
embarrasing, “ewsleter....

She founded it and she i8 runine it. Usuallv not talk of babies bourht
and sold. Viet moth_ers alwavs been obroblems regardine selling babies,
sometning vou have to fight ths. FCVN has place some children tangles

and legal stuff. placed g few kids and one judee not satisfied with
court order and state t want s to claim clesr this us. The Indian.
government are upset. 1emmamese govern.ment gave us a hassel.

“t is an embarrassment., OK if its guiet, even positive thev dont want
a lot of noise.

Hed1lth Ed. derree. wnted towork with n&tive american.s goinec s wav
from that for lot of reason. cgo for masters. more specificallvy with
childasbuse, emotinnal health, et. set upsvstem working with kids. °
no future for her in FEYN. 30 vearsgdd ,

secretar'_v.i
Kgrean escorts 15 kids. —
Board structure. —

Chapters closed. ‘around the country. not fundral nsine or collectine of
supprlies. hard to get stuff into quea. slump in motivation. nocdesire.
creat big let-dwown after babvlift. spent all their emotions on
vietnam...basically Ifve got to have mv 1life back. died down no suprort —
in volunters, war on, emotional invol ement.

Cherlv wound dow/. evervthine is centralized here. Korean sovernemtn

has stipulated thev have to do homes¢tudies. FCVN has to do home studies.
Charlotte fotlieb. incredible., every 2 months orien stion meeting

.nd about 35 couples, 25 are going through -5 social workers.

Lot of adoptions. keep busy. K@rena children. '



Rosemary went back to vietnan. goine or there.
set up a prorram there. same epople she use
covernemtn. '‘get me in touch with Jodi.

Allow rosemarv to
to know, same vennle in

Most of the u.s flights out of Saigon were out in cargo holds.
they weren't anvthing. Lot of Vietnamese peo~le i Austraila.
Year ago May...more Vietnamese "in one place than i» Austraila.
thevy are the undergod. L-dv who sveaks extr mely eood enclish,
Educated. Only could cet esewine job. factory.

Turned rodio on in Danang what lws 1istenine to Nivons recisnat’on
speech. In Danang at that time lot of bombeokne . As “sat there )istineng
t © the spech NixoV who was talking basically how he stopped the war

wi th honor he had done his part endeing thewar. “Yontr-st so phenomental
Icant ‘enxplain tn you. Sitt ineg th re listenine to bombs and this

mn sis tellineg how he ended thewar, brought bpeace to Vietnam. This

i{s peace. incredible. 197h. :

Steve Johnson ITT - other interest to adopt.He lived in townthat
Cherri lived in. His moth sent him an article savine Cheri adopted.

She was in states March 27 back to states. starvine w' th Chervl.
no treatment. tropical spiru lower bowel infectior. '
E€heryixcot hepatitisu and evervthing.

'Cherri had hevatitis.
We ate fairlvy american some difference. 1lot ov vietramese food.

Met people on crash. partially ecause of time. no time.
Allamble orcel '

To Am
Cherri worked with them. Big souare brick buildine. rprettvolain.

Christv Livernam Q
(y\L$.“ﬂ>
Newspaper article, after the crash. Sue has it. m\ﬂfawoaA<ak

Ford- peopleée didn8t like Fords involvernent.

Evervbody has nerative feeling about ford. Started out initallv to be a
very positive thing he go ti'gumg-ho and the he was ro’'rg to do his part
and then the ne_sgative thought and the he hthought he was wondering why
he was' involved. I thought it was sillv going up into the plane, //
" a publicitv plov, kind of sillv. fres ford corryving child down.

He met the plane one time, went up and helped them down. that was all k
there was to it, v v much a publicitv time. Mavbe he felt emntirnally
involved and wanted tolrelp. He was forced ‘n lot of wav, he w~s Pres.
and he had to do it. Evervorie upset he w.s there. Ilrs. ford had

0

v

surge v and didnt come. I thoucht that is stradge, 1 didnt feel negative. .

A1l kis brought out FFAC,. result of be'ng thrown over fence. Lot of kids
broght out. Thevwtched close so kids were thrown over fence, people

attempted, but did not allow it. People would c
£o relingwuish child. L Rt TR TR Bave the Seitd ey T vent



cbunsel them, and ask them if thev reallvy want to do th, thev would °
leave the kid, and find out later it wasn8t mother, but autn that left
them it happened a lot. The other relatives...or I don't have anvy
birth ciertificate on the. *hevy would bring them and sherri would

say no think about itacnd come back in couple week. Thev alwavs had

a story about them. ¢

Children abused.

Common prejudice among orientsl. Prdjudice amonst themselves agains

7{ the Montagnard poeple who lived in the hills. Thev We had on-ce worker
who was from the hilss and nobodvy like her cause shewas dark.
Child abuse not a nationalitv trait...better or worse. Thev were bet er
in Vietnma about children than America todav. Nerlect and abuse, '
spanking more acceptable hut not problem that we hae. Lot of neglect,
woamn had to work, levaing kid with older borhtcher, .. noen one case

"r out ant out neglet. kid skin and bones, mother a protitue tdressed

nicely, French black and duathter black,..nepglect..mttther wasn't into
< _havim a kid. ;

“hild @ v care center. Long Ti N1 Orhanage Tru Mune Yone street...
budisht orp#4 ance. Basically no kids available for ado~tinn. FOP orvnhange

7\ not until ailift ethey lef childeren go. We didn t do saroptions.
Amerasina kids thevwanted to get rid of.

Pure viet and gmer‘ansia got out. lets hept the kills who ne d to ret
out. There wasn8t time to catind any of the goofs, it happened toofast.

if itwent throughtnoramal proncessing it would hae een .caught, brine

the aunt back in and foutn she was the mother, or Bound the mother.

sx=Rare to find older children in orva ange. kids went out to thestreet.
my first daywas reallytraumatic I didnt know if I could hand it .
;7—'Beggers and families all over the place, especialy at night.

Findine homes for older kis hard to place...six vear olds, not ture
anvmore. - :

Delta. paved narrow st ip hiday. 1% strip several bridees, couple of
ferries.  Always wait in big loneg line. not lot of cars, but the

ferry to. time for each car. . back up. soppy , hot rice paddies, junesles.
orpahanges. hirst orpvhange there. Sister usla at Vin 1Yne.

one of the best in Delta. svrosored it for vears. 3 orvhanges in

Uiem Phuc the worst. Dark burilding dirtv, no# electrﬁctv,.bricks,
white bricks, kids no caref for malnouristed, dirtv,

We have files on orphanges. describ e them.



Rosemearv tavlor did not feel compelled in anyway to be a diplomat

She didn't miss a thing. she was a very private person and intended
to s tay that way even with allher publicitv. She intexded to stav that
wav, she often came off as a verv rude person...felt and orrsanization
of fened because she did notwant to socializeat all. She just
wasnBt into itinto. she didn't mean it to be malicioua,-she wasn't
interest, was busy and didnt have have to socialize to talke to
anbody, she didt think she had to. she came off as being verv’ﬁértintnt
and rude at times. 1if a doctor does not have a bed side manner..
not put you at ease. she did not do + for herself. she could do
somich good by talking from h_er heart ,how much good... .mavbhe done
that with peorle she thought wasimportant. hice pace livine ang time
€lement, how long it would last, vou dont h-ve time to chit chat.

mv ibcgest cultural shock when 1;came ackhow ,...was into how living
ond dying and when came back how small talk. been thers 7 o thas
months took a bus to coloraeo and douldnt believe it, luckily on bus
with guy who was to nam and cquldnt believe the stupid convrsation.
did they have arythigr to talke-~bout. Astounded. then vou knew = fter
~while it wags vov... ad didfferent time frame...when you are there you
know how important time and life is every minute important tnt aand
always t alking = bout important life threatieng things and done r have
h-ime to talkabout unimportant things.

2

FCVN rearing up to aidi g amaerasian. Were so overwhelmed with what

we are doing we ar rnot t 4 involved. I thought we would be because vn
has a special pl-ce. other pdeple have gotten involved, if a lot

of kids available wed get involve. sening out ame asian children survev.
some f eeline of the needs of these childre. so when we cet these kids
we8d have more basis.

\
Ameasian btﬂi didnt helpbut brought pulicicit~ to. them. the children have
to come out throught th orderly departure program in Cambodoaia
LUonna Coleland in charge ‘n thailand. thev go into Vietname every 3
weeks and allow certain number. of peovle out. A ouota...people coniing
into states thru th's orgl. not massive amounts. :

OUrphanges continuine on. FFAC We write to a few places, verv low kev.
The nuns no longer use their christian names, vietnamese names.
thev are there....sister marien in Quin non. cherrv. sent thinges.

Evervone tired discourasced,exhausted. Jer mv memnrv.
i remember feelings, not a great memtorv
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resping the enefits of FCVN's sweat and labor. LA/ ; (5('}”
Finallv an impasse. FCVN made an effort*%esget’FFAC/g%

adortionlicesnse. FCVN was alreaéy established as an adoption a gency

in Vietnam and had no problem. When FFAC achieved the licensing,

there was a complete bresk of the organizations. In vietnam, however,

many people continue to assume that Rosemary Tavlor headed up

FCVN the well-known and popular agency. There was little clairificati n

on her part and when a new field director%g%igﬁg%Jghe scene,

/
there was a good deal of confusion with vietnamsese agencies. fosemary

had been theremany vears and had established long relat o ships ﬁé
: |
with officials.../{MMVW/» Java) . q\
The originalbdagﬁfgbtried to hang into the organization to o
weather the split and the dissention that resulted with the division. f§
Their long involvement left ehem tired and vulnerable. Eventually \i
Lisan stepped down as President and Al Westlake, husbnd of C rol ,\$
Westlake who was tobecome deeply involved in adoptionsand later § ;\
die of cancer, became the second'president. There was a feeling tha Ei;i
Al Westlake was i1ll ecuipped to be or sident of theorganization. -<§‘;
That he didﬂjaave the capabilities of doing the job and Lisan continueﬁﬁ\g
to work through him. There was a feeling that Al Westlake got cmught §§/§x
up in the importance of the position and his judgment waivered. EQ g‘
There were asccusations of inefficiencvy and that he was promising \g §
children to friends, "sure I'll get vou a child." :E%‘i

The end result was that the original 5 fiamilies who were involved
and kept the ball rolling from Dr. Gleichman e ventually withdrew from
the organization rather than face the hassel and power strugele.

The step down from the organization was a let down.
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"over to look. It was almost like swerpine kids. Somebodv in Australia

Summer 197L. She was more interested in Jokn bec ause he was a
carpenter and talked about this.building in Saigon and how they

‘needed work on it. She said if we could raise the morey for our

alr fare to get over there they would su»poft us once we cot there.

We had been married about a year and John was ready tomke a career
change...he had been 2 carpenter and wanted to co back to school to be

a policemen. We tal ked to our church in Golden and thev raised ennugh
money to send one of wg. My mother talked to her frie nds in Chicseo and
raised enouch money for another ticket. We had just bourcht a hvuse in
Golden and drented it out as we left in Octobe- 7).

We went to Saigon first. V“heri met us.

I went by choice. <+ was involved more with child care, nothing to db
with placement. I knew that they di home studies but never knew how they

. decided who got what child and who went where. I knew there was a

lot of 11l feelings and politicking and hard feelings but I just wanted
to do my peace thing and not get involved in the other stuff. Cherri
and the others wanted to do a lifetime committment to do this tvpe of
work. I couldn't and didn't want to...just a vear...a vear is a bigt
thoug out of vour lifie. We snent 6 months there. Babvlift ster ted.
March 1lst we got back from Saigon. .

lhe first day we were in Saipon Ch eri Clark rave us a tour. I'LL never
forcet it. It was ndp time and we sow Luke laving on a little cot. Cheri
had a half-wavy house and we got the kids from an orrhanage and kept them
there until thev went to the states. Luke was alreadv there he had been
there ~while, 5 months. I remember that when we hand the FCVN meetins
back in Denver sometimes they would talk about difficult children to »place.
Thev were kids that they had in their files and thev had problems because
adoptive parents wantes# certain kids of light color.

They had taleked about Luke becguse they .said he was mixed 2and

they are usually impossible or ‘hard to place, everyone wanted a cute

little girl and he was cetting -0lder and thevy said on all the reports

back to the states that he wes getting older and was really =active.

My sister had been thinking sbout adopting and I had not thousht about .
1t really. But we hadn't been married more than » vear. When I asked 3
her qbout Luke, she said he was the little guy discussed back in Denver.
I satd I thought i might know someone who mircht toke him. Then Iwmtched
him because I was kind of interested in what I had just found out and
talked to John. Someday we are goling to adopt and look at the chance
we've got. We can meet the child and get to know h'm and get exactly what
we wanted. I want an active ona high spirited and then what really
convinced us to take Luke happened. There was an Australian orphanage
placement worker working every now ancd then and thev would come

wanted a little boy and when thev looked at Luke thev said "oh no,

he is too dark." I just had this awful feeling and in me and I'm

sure this mar meantwell but I felt that Luke was beineg treated like
cattle or something. I didn't like it at all. I said we'll take him.

Lg didn't kn ow what was coing on and it just hit me that he was right
for us. We thought we coud bring him back with us but hhere was

alwavs something more, more paver, another corner to turn.

We got back early in Feburary and Lukde came Feb 27, toward the end they
cut out all the red tape.

























'ﬂe was in Vietnam and pgot transvortatton for kids.

( yr
Dwayne Grant Wende's husand on Boasrd thev have 9 children.

Al Vestlake first director- Talked sbout providing millions foprFCVN
Promised people they could get children adopted. 7£h»¢xk¢47/

Sorrnis Lol & WM
Lisan Buchangna was first Director of FCVN 0%7
Wende and Rosemay put 5000 children all over the world.

Rosemary really ran the show in Vietnam... disagreement over
money and policy brogurht break. szL,a/qLL,/QZL,AégL#@44u,)74,faz/ —

Orientals are difficult to deal withn%xbﬁi%d_ﬂgﬁ~ﬂdﬁj ke 2 ;.ala.

- \
Wende got upset when after babylift then 18 women were involved
and evryone déserted .and she and 1 other left to hassle legal.

Doctors started it then backed off. —

Rogemary is in India.”

Wende got licence for adoption agency in Saipgon for FCVN later cot
for FFAC. :

Wende traumaized by it all...<idn't have success in Cambodia and

as a result feeling defeated. Doesn't realize what she has done for
humanity. _.s written abook about her experiences but manus cript in
poor form.
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April 5, 1983

My, Hoss Meader
P.0. Box L57
Ramona, Calif. 92065

Dear Mr. Meader:

During the past several months I have been researching and
writing a documentary account of the events preceeding and
involving Uperation Babylift. Your name continuously keevs
coming up and I have been interested in making contact with
vou.

Sue Walters of FCVN has given me vour address and mentioned
that you were recently in Denver, I am sorry I missed meeting
TOou.

My involvement was minimal. I was the administrator at
Continental Care Center and offered the tse of my facility
to FCVN during the Denver oreration. Some twenty-two vears
earlier I had been a secretary to the Staff Surgeon of 2Cth
Air Force on Okinawa during the Lorean War. I was involved
(with my unit) in .the evacuation of the French from Dien
Bien Phu. There was also some contact with orvhanaces on the
island during my tour; the memories of these events remain
vivid inmy mind.

Operation Babvlift, when properly documented, will go down in
the annals of America's contributions to the unfortunate, as
one of the most noteworthy and humanitarian of any efforts
achieved in our lifetime. Too, more books will surface on the
subject and the event will be proverly understood.

I am interested in vour involvement and especially the events

of the last davs in Vietnam. I understand vou have an unlimited
resource of photes also and have unlimited knowlece of the
subjects which I am researching. My book would be better by
your involvement and I am hoping that it will be vossible to
meet with vou and discuss it further.

Please call me collectat vour convenience so that I may

plan on meeting with you at some future date if this meets with
vour avproval. This effort has met with a great deal of
cooperation from the FCVN veople as well as Ed Daly of World
Airways. I recently met with Terry Super who requested that I
mention her fo vyou in the hopes that vou will contact her the
next time vou are in Tenver.

Loping to hear from you soon.

Terry Super
1915 East St.,
Golden, Colo
279-1110 Ehome)
277-5580

irlevy arnes
5575 So. Eldridoe 8t .
Littleton, Colo 80127
work) Phone: 973-CLS0



Dr. Theodore
Gleichman
7hlh-2701

1919 So. Wniversity BI
Denver

Started FCVN in 1967 with group of doctors.

Purpose to provide food, medicine & supplies to Vietnman war orphans.
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Minnie Smith heard on Televisor about the airlift. She thought it

over and clled the Red Cross. Went down to the Blue Cros Bldg to
get a card.

Line and snother boy came down to the laundry and saw minnie doing
Laundry.

Brother had been over seas during second WW .»nd told her how devastaine
it was Germanv, Austria ..France people wer massacred and told
stories that stayed with her. Came back from trip to Hawaii...

and thoursht she would do it. Sent pictures and laid like cords of wood.
A1l at once it dawn on her to do someth'ng, she was retired.

Came with a card no one ever asked for it. Poor securitv in beginnine
bedlam... She felt she was doing ti for her country

They did need volunteers. Daughter, talked to her and she drove her.

. Doi't get into something you ca 't get back out of. Nelghbor was upset
because she was going....ske tought thev should le, e those babies where
thev belong -s we had all the problems we could hand.e

When she presented the care, it was more impor=nt thatl showed up...
than a care.

Came in earlv.. Barbara youneg girl from Aurora...both worked tosether
first day and she got sick. "Fieis is .not :for me."

n

"Go home tomo rrows start acain... No lancuace...ba rieer...

peove coming ang oing...unreal..

Couldn't speak the languace.
Barbara came back.
sgn&y what training ....1lsolation. was 6fferqd toher.

i children. little children. diarrhen..2 had lice. 1 had blisters

all over body. 1 boy 3 girls. very pathetic. looked ematiated.

1 we-k in isolation. Wash hair with Kwell..white soada bathed blister
child. Wa ed in baby tub, plastic. L my hecharces. .Eec. rice,
dirrahea...rice ecg, meat. hamburger,...coo kies...most flat taskines
cookies. very low sugar flat bread.

Toke care of Maria...most popular baby...ckeerful, smiline.

Asked for clean linen...there was none and realizesd that there was

no one down in the laundry room. Evervone wanted to tkke csre of

the babies...hold them, love them. like thecy ewere gettinc more than
they wereé giving. :



The laundry room was unreal. I'll go down ant ake a look. It was
unreal, dirty clothes, diappers...even disposalables put in laundry cart.

Thet's where little ling came in..the wto of them. Each time a shift
came on they would chance clothes, vou told Barnes for fgods sakes
tell them to stop giving 2ll those baths. Everyone wanted to play
mommie. Everyone Communication from one shift to another was
unreal. No one told what thev did..no matter how lone tvou staved.

Some people asked what they should do. Young girl was aid.
Gave instructions...if it se p=: or oogses... Never read records.

Formula room..down the aksll. Tables. co getformula.

Tories about children...Two girls standing outside said something
oabout the captains hildren.some captain sent his children out.
That the children were

General's children...Ann Pennv Channel 9...

BEoping to stay o7 the floor eachmtning but got studk with the laun rvy.
Winne that place would not be survive without you. never func tio i..
Minnie was not angry...just knew she would do it. Sometimes thev
would fold... mnever get it into the machines..stouch dirtvy linen.

Told Yauchter and daushter worried she would ret sick.
Samonella...TB I had chest z-ray and spot test beofore I took jo07...

I cam positive TB skin test. Some place I hab been a carrier.and didn't
know it...could hae been with children.

somenella...bolunteer came back to CCC ...pav all the bills...go to
FCVN. Nothine ever happened. wonder if people got sich an ne er
tied 1% all in.

Minne worked with all the soil line, dirahea, and wheyvy volu nteers
were considered.

I tvped a procedure list... Cheryl hand it to every volunte er....

dont' be bathing baby, where to put linen...ASandv was all up=et..

nobody would sweep ©r clean..volunteers didnt want to do it. Sow ewe

had to di it. ; . _

No organization in linen closet. MNever had one pwerson who was the boss.
Should have 2 sgts who knew provedure. dever expected as manv children
Just tr-ing to get thier own childrn out.had more kids then thev éxp ct e.
People thre ,



Vietnam culture cannot absord those children. Critics savine if we wold
have left them..

“ow did you feel when it was over...big let down. Now that it is over
let's hope and pry that these children are t ken care of. Ev rv mother's
day lot of kids helped... Trouble with adopetion agencyv..that should

ne er happen. These children w ere given up thev should more kids

for help. Solomn 2 mothers fichting over kids.

Mimmie.met driver on trip to Europe wh 8§ was result of war...father
was G.I. He and mother made the best of it.

After babvlift..veritics,..was used...? 1 didn't feel I was used.
I went there knowin ¢ 1t was a bad time. I knew what itw:s alsabout
I kwent thru depression but I knew what want was.

More children better vou survived vou didnt have toh ire helv.

Children being separa ed. One incident 1 went to Iowa, one to MY,
Sandy made an issue..brother andister...knowinglyv...

No regrets,,. 'd do it gazain.

Volunteers wol o come out and do ti seain.
Got thin toward the end. Housewives and owrlrking people who had
obligations....take care of thir own. Reallv an exverience.

Stayee with CCC in the kitchen..how quiet..a let down. wondered
ufe to oo up depends on bus..necdlwork went upstairs. =2 bl-ck man
patient go up and sit in sun. warm.

Minnie Marie Mary Meyer. Rudytown So. Da. Daughter married here
in aurora. irst second child 111 nd Minne ¢ me out to help.
second boy born came and staved. Widowned . || children 3 cirls
1 boy killed in farm accident at 17. live d on farm. husband with
bills and lef...he de veloped a heart condition and acme back &
passed away . <21 yvears in denver. Worked at fresbvy Hosv.
retired and t s vel..help private aide dutv.Taking c-re of ecrandmothers
as children ¢o on vacation. taking cqre of wvoune firl who had brain
surgerv.Enjov waht I ‘o0 and dort8 want to s't still. Plan a *rip
overseas. Sister t  Germanv, ol king up home o parents. uncles,
fanily, etec.
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Terre Super, Supervisor of the
Toaddter and Older Child Care facility-

//::§§:§E§:§§§;) Mrs. Super and her
*"husband, John, were volunteers who

worked for FCVN in Viet Nam in @672\~
Their area of responsi-
b y was the housing and care of
the toddlers and older children under
our care. Many of these children
still remember the warmth and love
that they received from Mrs, Super
at this halfway house facility, ;
During the Airlift, Mrs. Super once |
again stepped forth to aid the it
children and supervised the daily ?
operations of the Continental Care
facility where the children stayed
until departure to their familieg;
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750-7053
Judy was secretary of FCVN group that started in 1967

She also volunteered At CCC

Judy & Larrv Silwerbers









Children's Hospital
Pat Jensen P.R.
6th Floor #621

861 6676

Building at 2221 Downing was erected in 1910. Ground breaking
for new hospital at present site was 1916 - left inl1917
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By ANNETTE SASSER | A %,

e Dr. James W. Ralph had what 3 (e

g N‘\D he termed an “unperforming . 2
Rg\\_P(\‘ childhood™ while growiry unin

. . .ﬁlz 7 Tulsa. Oklahoma,

2 ,\‘(ﬂ,\z'Z?— 1 But the {0-ycar-old
_,,\\I“A‘u 0 Q’C)‘:)X physician’'s adult life has been
g (“}\P«D ; filled with events and per-
CO‘v" formances which have brought

him honors and recognition.

Dr. Ralph is an otorhinolaryn-
gologist, better known as an
ear, nose and throat specialist.

A newcomer to Goldsboro, his
medical background is varied
and his war record is distine-
tive,

Dr. Ralph served in Vielnam
as an Army Flight Surgeon in
1963-64 and agan in 196 He
volunteered both times and
returncd home the most
decorated medical officer in the
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United States
of America

JAMES W. RALPH, M.D.
(30 0312
750 POTOMAC ST. #227
. AURORA, CC

Vol. 115

ADO 80011

E9427

Congressional Record

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 91'” CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

e

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1969

No. 182

DR. JAMES WALKER RALPH
HON. BILL NICHOLS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 6, 1969

Mr. NICHOLS. Mr. Speaker, in this
day-and age when people are demon-

strating in the streets and attributing all -

sorts of evil to the military, it is es-
pecially refreshing to find people speak-
ing out who have been.in Vietnam and’
observed the situation firsthand and re--
turn supporting America’s efforts to pre-
serve the South Vietnam people from a

. Communist dictatorship.

»*

Dr. James Walker Ralph served with
distinction in Vietnam back in 1963 and

1964 and served on a second tour in 1966

as a flight surgeon attached to Special
Forces. His decorations include the
Purple Heart, two Bronze Stars, and
three Vietnam Crosses awarded for gal-
lantry. ¥

Dr. Ralph is an expert on mattersre-
lated to Vietnam, and I find his views
s0 nearly like the views of the country
that I believe them to be worthy of re-

)

print for the readers of the Concxms- - -

SIONAL RECORD:

[From the North Jersey Suburbanite, Oct. 22,
1969]

Dr. JamEs WALKER RALPH

The American flag was at full mast in front
of Dr. James Ralph’s home at 110 Sunset
Lane on Moratorium Day.

" “When he was releaséd from sctive duty in
Vietnam, he was the most highly decorated
medical officer of the Vietnam war.

those fighting the war, those who
are captive, and should not turn our backs
on the families of those still fighting,” Dr.
ph stated.
On the other hand, he sald, “We are fight-
& war with our hands tied behind our
back, and we might as well get out if we are
going to fight to win.”
Tenafly restdent for the past three years,
. Ralph came here after spending a total
13 months in Vietnam as a captain in the

R

In a2 recent ceremony in New York City, the
Silver Star and Distinguished Flying Cross were
presented to DR. JAMES W. RALPH for heroism
in Vietnam while he was an Army doctor and
flight surgeon with the 145th Aviation Battalion
in 1963-64. A civilian since June, 1966, Dr. Ralph
has completed his specialized training in ear,
nose and throat surgery and is a practicing
physician in Englewood, N.J. He holds a Naval
Reserve commission and serves as Battalion
Surgeon for the é6th Communications Battalion,
U.S. Marine Corps Reservein New York City./

Medical Corps, paratrooper, and flight -

He did a year of general surgery at Engle-
wood Hospital where he is on the courtesy
staff and occasionally covers the emergency
room. Presently he is a resident in ear, nose
and throat surgery in New York City and is
one of Tenafly’s police surgeons. Dr. Ralph is
married and has three children.

His hobbies are writing and politics. They
are closely related.

He is writing a book about Vietnam. “I
have & few chapters outlined,” he said. “It's
a semi-humorous book about my own ex-
periences in Vietnam.”

During the Presidential campaign, he
worked with the Nixon speakers bureau in
New York, both writing position papers and
speaking. He sent letters to Nixon in 1968
about his Vietnam -views. A reply was re-
recelived that it was considered of great
interest, and Nixon referred the letter to his
brother, Edward, for continued study.

Four times a year, Dr. Ralph meets in-
dividually and collectively with the Armed
Services Committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives to discuss the Vietnam war.

His library on Vietnam and counter-
insurgency warfare at his home is probably
the largest private collection of its type in
New Jersey. Together with his own experi-

ences for background, he has made it avail-’

able to fellow Republican campaigners.

“I support our being in Vietnam but don't
think we should be sending large numbers
of draftees over there” is one of his theses.
“I believe,” he says, “that this is a job for
professional soldiers to support our foreign
policy.”

Speaking about the recent dismissal of
General Hershey as head of the Selective
Service, Dr. Ralph said, “This should have
been one of Nixon's first proposals. Doing

it just before the moratorium is like throwing .

a bone to pacify the natives. Whether Gen-
eral Hershey is a “good guy” or “bad guy” is
not as important as the element of doubt
which enters in.” E

Dr. Ralph did not approve of the mora-
torium because he thinks what Nixon said is

_ true—that it helps the other side. “I am not
interested in giving comfort to the other side
" when they have over 1,000 American pris-

oners and have violated all principles of
treatment of prisoners—they don't even rec-
ognize pilots as prisoners,” said Dr. Ralph.

“I do not disagree with the right to pro-
test but I think anyone who is intellectually
honest in protesting the war should devote
equal time to protesting in front of Soviet
embassies,” he stated.

According

to his impression of Vietnamese -~

people, they have little awareness of a cen-
tralized form of government. “Some 80 per
cent of them are rice farmers and grew up

under the mandarin system where the local
chief exercises authority. They still neither '

know nor care where Saigon is.

“The biggest failure of our State Depart-

ment is the fallure to recognize the lack of
interest they have in any centralized govern-
ment from Saigon. Most American officials
believe that everything should come from
the capital because they believe ‘all good
comes from Washington.’

House of Relbresenmtz'ves

“] don’t think the Vietnamese rcally un-
derstand what elections are all about. The
rice farmers’ main interest is having every-
one go away and leave them alone. They
don't really like the Vietcong anymore than
they like us. They qut want to be left alone.
It's Just that simple.”

Dr. Ralph has applied and been accepted
by the American Medical Association to go
back to Vietnam next year for two months
to take care of refugees as a civillan volun-
teer.

He was in Vietnam in 1963 and 1964 and
had a second tour in 1966. Primarily he was
a flight surgeon for aviation units, did bat-
talion surgery, and his combat assignment
involved medical evacuation by helicopter. He
was also attached to Special Forces. Most of
his work was in the Mekong Delta although
he was in Saigon the day of the coup that
overthrew President Diem.

.. Dr. Ralph was for nine months the per-
nal physician of Brigadier General Joseph
W. Stilwell Jr. who dubbed him “The Crazy
Doc,” a name that Jim finally had embroid-
ered on the back of his hat. The title came
from his going on so many medical missions
i of mercy without regard for his personal
- safety or welfare. Many only knew him by
this name and it was used in radio trans-
missions and usually always when General
Stilwell introduced him.

His decorations include two Bronze Stars
with combat “V,” 11 Air Medals, Army Com-
mendation Medal, Purple Heart, three Viet-
nam Gallantry Crosses, various service med-
als, and recommendation for the Silver Star
and Distinguished Flying Cross.

During his first tour, he advised Dr. Van
Van Cua, senior medical officer of the Viet-
namese Airborne Brigade, who later became
the mayor of Saigon. Cua and Dr. Ralph have
remained close friends and have had many
discussions on the pros and cons of the war.

Dr. Ralph is interested in the youth move-
ment and is active in Bergen County Young
Republicans. In a position paper on the Viet-
nam war which he wrote at the request of
Congressman Durward Hall of the House
Armed Services Committee, Dr. Ralph
stated:

“There is much opposition to the war in
Vietnam, especially by the youth of this na-
tion. If we were merely interfering with
someone else’s internal affairs, I would agree.
However, we are faced with the very real
threats of global expansion by Red China and
the Soviet Unlon.

... "“The price of liberty is paid in blood.
But there are those who claim that nothing
is worse than war. Winston Churchill pointed
out that slavery is worse than war and dis-
honor is worse than war. Thomas Jefferson
said, ‘we have counted the cost of this con-
flict and find nothing so dreadful as volun-
tary slavery . . . honor, justice and human-
ity forbid us tamely to surrender the free-
doms which we received from our gallant an- :
cestors.’ 3

“War is unfortunate and unpleasant, but -
the defense of freedom in the world will have
to be made with military means as long as
those who oppose freedom use force to obtain .
their selfish goals.”



JAMES W. RALPH, M.D.
(303) 360-0312
750 POTOMAC ST. #227
AURORA, COLORADO 80011

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For further information contact:
July 23, 1984 Sharon M. Cooper, M.Ed.
(303) 790-2020

WAR HERO PRACTICING MEDICINE IN DENVER

Dr. Ralph, Otolaryngologist (ear, nose and throat specialist) has
combined extensive military training with distinctive recognition
and honors for his dedicated service. Dr. Ralph served in
Vietnam as an Army Flight Surgeon in 1963-64 and again in 1966.
He volunteered for both tours of duty, and returned home as the
most decorated medical officer in that war. His decorations
included the Purple Heart, awarded for his having béen wounded
when his medical rescue helicopter was shot down in the Mekong
Delta. His other decorations include the Silver Star, the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze Star with Combat “V", the
Air Force Commendation Medal, the Army Commendation Medal with
Combat "V", 11 Air Medals, the Combat Readiness Medal, the
Humanitarian Service Medal (Cuban Refugees), various unit

citations, service medals and marksmanship awards. Dr. Ralph was

also awarded 3 Vietnam Gallantry Crosses, VN Honor Medal, VN

Marketing/Public Relations 91 ¢feglth Care Marketing Consultants
9085 East Mineral Circle ® Suite 160 * Enplewood, Colorado 80112 e (303) 790-2020



civic Action Medal and VN Parachutist Badge, in addition to the

West German Silver Military Award.

Additional recognition was earned when Dr. Ralph completed over

four hundred (400) helicopter rescue missions in Vietnam.

Dr. Ralph completed his medical education at Duke University and
received his combined military and professional training

rotations in specialized programs at New York Hospitals.

Dr. James Ralph's contributions to his country and to his
community have also included the political arena. From his bid
for candidacy for the New Jersey State Senate, in 1971; his
candidacy for the United States Senate, in 1972; his service as a
consultant to the White 'House Medical Staff and his service as
Military Medical Consultant to the House Armed Services
Committee, Dr. Ralph has served his country with honor and

dignity.

Outside the medical profession, Dr. Ralph is an active community
participant. In 1979, he received the Boy Scouts of America's
Distinguished Eagle Medal awarded by their National Court of
Honor. In addition, he has been recognized for his participation
in drug abuse committees in the New Jersey area. Recently, Dr.
Ralph was featured as "Doc the Clown" at our own Shriner's Circus

in Denver and 1is a member of the El Jebel Shrine.

—more-—
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Dr. Ralph now resides in Denver with his wife Barbara and their

two (2) children.

According to James Ralph, M.D., war hero, dedicated physician
and community leader; "There is not enough emphasis today on the
prevention of illness - the medical field is on the brink of
helping to teach patients ways to prevent serious iliness and
injury. An essential responsibility of medical care today, is
education. The public still tends to put too much faith in the
healing ability of modern crisis medicine - so much so, that they
ignore the first signs of illness and don't develop consistant
good health habits. We, in the medical field, are now 1learning
to develop a partnership of medical <care in order to educate as

we treat."
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