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I 

Interview: Ross Meadon/Donniger 1976/77 

We,had a lot of support from the U.S. Just took care of kids had a 
lot of delinquent boys. A little girl was chained up because she was 
mentally retarded. She had a lot of scratches on her legs but you could 
see the rickets. Vitamin deficiency. What happens with rickets? Kind 
of arthritis, but calcium swells up in the joints or something, some 
reasons or other. I don't know exactly, but their joints get swollen 
and they can't move very well. They have her chained by the arms, 10 
years old. What happened to her? Now? She was in this place 
called Phu My, which was na old folks home as well as retarded children. 
They were extremely understaffed., which is one of the reasons they 
tied up the kids. Waht she is sitting on ... mentally retarded kids ... 
They were on wooden toilets of sorts. A chair with a hole cut in and 
a little pan beneath and they would sit them there all day ... every day. 
Everytime I went there, and I went there many many times, they would 
always be sitting there in the same place. And the kids would often 
want to get up and run around, but they tied them down. This was a 
Vietnamese orphanage, one of the biggest places ... 1500 people ... 
1200 old people a~one. All the old people ... picture of screen door. 

Were there many Amerasians at this orphanage? Phy My in Saigon. 
Rosemary Taylor lived there for a long time. I mentione her as the 
other director. She lived there, she was Australian. I don't know 
how she came to live there. She must have done some work for them and 
wound-up living there. I believe that she moved out and got her own 
place. All the old peple lived in these huge rooms. About 100 people 
to a room and there were 12 rooms like this. Incredible. Just 
sit on the bed all day and wander around. Pallets for beds, no springs. 
Many had holes in the bed and a pipe running down to a pot, so that 
people who could not relieve themselves could ... and those who could 
not get up, just do it in bed. _You can imagine walking inside there 
on extremely hot days, the rooms were kind of cool, but still damp 
and the stench of the excrement and dying people was just overpowering. 

I douldn't walk inside the rooms at first and to go inside the rooms 
to spend hours photogrphing different people, it was hard to take 
their picture. I would not use a flash and it was hard. But if someone 
agreed to it I would just l a ugh. I never took their picture if they 
didn't want me to. I could only spend an hour inthere. I would laugh 
and joke with them and we would just have a good time. I would tell 
them they were so beautiful and handsome that they woud go to Holly-
wood and I would put you in the movies. I would go to one man and 
he would say "no picture'' and then take one of another and have such 
a good time that the one who refused me would say, "hey come back," 
in Vietnamese. Few spoke in English ... all they could say was, 
"Hello, G.I." All these people got along with eachother ... no fights 
going on ... seemed complacent, resigned. Happy. My going in there 
was always a good occasion for them. All the possessions that this 
person would own in the world would be in a heap at the head of the bed. 



In a little pile. Most of the patients were Vietnamese Catholic. 
They probably became Catholic while they were there. Services were 
conducted in every room. Crucifix belonged to the patient. A candle 
holder, bottle of lotion described in the picture. Close to dying om 
film. Man fanning himself. People whose family has gone or disappeared 
during the war. Telling how I had to run people through the gate 
in order to be evacuated ... get them on the base. When they were 
through there they would join a group of Vietnamese who were all 
sitting around waiting for the plane to pick up. ONe of the things I 
didn't mention, what was at stake in running the gate. If they did 
get caught it would mean certain imprisonment, maybe not for a lont 
time but hat they would be arrested and that they would be put in 
jail in, and who knows until the government changed or what. 
Some employees of the orphanage and half friends of ours who I believe 
somebody ought to have the right to chose the government they 
want to, under they want to live. 

They felt strongly for many years not to live under the government 
that was coming. So I had no trouble justifying, giving them the 
opportunity to live in the U.S. So I told you that we would often 
marry them so on ~ During the evacuation .. we had one of our boys broke 
his arm playing ball or something and we took him to the hospital 
right toward the end, and everyone knew we were going to be leaving. 
A Dr. in the hospital said that you are all planning on leaving, would 
you mind if he came with us? On a medivac flight. I know he doesn't 
need it, but why don't you let him come along with us. I said what 
does he mean? Why is this? And it was funny at first as he 
wasn't honest with what he had in mind, American doctor who worked 
at Seventh Day Adventist hospital, which is where we had been taking 
our orphans. Well, after a while they revealed their plans. They 
had mqny, many docors and nursing staff in the hospital (ietnamese) 
who wanted to go to the U.S. They had the same problem getting 
them through the gate and they did nto know how to do it. So to 
devise this great plan they told the army that they needed a 
medivac plane because they were going to be flying out some patients 
from the hospital. Well, then without telling the Army about this 
all, the doctors dressed eachother with bandages and IV bottles in the 
arms, all fake planning on putting everyone into ambulances, because 
they had lot of ambulances and turning on lights ans_.i. rens and storming 
through the gates. They had a few real patients and they asked if 
they could take the 16 eyar old boy. They wanted a few real patients ... 
said he did not need to go on the medivac plane because he just 
had a broken arm, but we said that it, we had a few very sick, sick 
children and here was the perfect opportunity and we would have 2 
doctors for every child on the flight. 

Vietnamese doctors , some American, devised the plan to get their 
friends, doctors , ~m they had been working with for several years, 
and $,&her people too out of the country. So the day came and we 
went down there to the hospital with our sick kids and put them in one 
or two of the ambulances and all the rest of these doctors in the 
hospital gowns, all dressed up with bandages and everything in 
all the rest of the ambulances, and me in my van, and turned on the 
my emergency flasher lights and took up the tail and we all went 
screeming down through the streets of Saigon and I was laughing and 
hollering. It really was fun, all the way down the street ... 80 miles 
an hour and when we hit that gate, they just cleared out of the way 
and saluted and we drove thorugh, right out on the airfield. 



Ross with Donniger 

We had a lot of supporfrrom the U.3 •• Just took care of kids had a -
lot of delinquent boys. A little girl was ,2hained up because she was ,,~'f 
retarded. She had a lot of scratches on her legs hut you could see the 
rickets. Vitama.n deficiency. lhhat happens wi th rickets? Kind of arthritis, 
but calcium swells up in the joints or something some reason or other. 
I don't know exactly, but thir j ints ~et swolle17-.u>§Ild they can't move 
very well. They have her chaia, the e.rms. f0"f"Wna.t har-nened to her'? j.J£Jw? 
She was in this place called hu M which via s an oHl folks homes as well 
as well qS retareed children e e nd there were extremely understaffed. 
which is one of the reason they ti ed up the kids. ---wfiate:fie is sitting on 
•• mentally retarded kids. The~r were on wooden toilets of sorts; A chair 
with a hold cut in and _a little pan beneath an d they would sit them there 
qll day e...._verv da~r~y time I went there, and I went there many many times 
they would always be sitt~ng there in the same place. And the ltids WO' md 

a often want to get up and run ar ound but they tied them down. This was a 
Vietnamese orpa ~nage one of the biggest places •.• 1500 people ••• 1200 flf 
old peo ple alone. All the old people ••• ~icture of screen door. 
Where the~any americans at this orphange. Phu Mi in SAigon. Rosemary 

Ji# Taylor ld>ved th~ong long time. I mentioned her as the other 
vJA~., director. She lived there shewa.s Australian. I don't know how she 

I\ .A ca.me to live there. She must have done some work for them and wound 
;A_WJ' v up living there. I believed that she move-d out and got her own place. 

All the old people lived in these huge rooms. About 100 people to a r .oom 
8 nd there were 12 like this. Incredible. Jll.._~,1_.~it,.Qn the bed all day and 
wander around. Pallets.:>for beds.fl\fa~ad nolesrrnthe bed and a pipe 
running down to a pot. o that people who could not relieve themselves 
cpi;d mpuould not ~et up, just do it i n bed. You can imagine walking , 
inside there on extremely hot days, the rooms were kind of cool but 
damp and the ~ -h of the excrement and dying people was just overpowering. 
I couldnot walk inside the r ooms at first and to go inside the rooms ~'"'"~ 

;.Photo p:ra~hing different people, it was hard to take their picture. I wld 
-~]not use a flash and it w~s hard. But if ·someone agreed to it I would just 

f laugh and hour in he::k the re. I would la ugh and joke' with them and we ;»'-~J would just have a good tim.e I wo ld tell them they were so beautiful and 
V handsome that they would go to hollywood and I would put you in them ovies. 

I would go t o one man and he would say "no pie ture" ,.,nd then tak e on of 
another and have such a good time that the one who refu,esed me would 
say "hey come back i-n, Vietnamaese~( Few spoke in Englisn ••• all they coul-l_ 
say was 11hel lo G. I • r1.11 these pe:pple got along w j_ th each other ••• no 
figh t s going on ••• s eemec\ complacent resigned.- _ happy, my going in the r e 
was always a good occasion for them_. All the possessions that th~s 
person would own in the world would be in a heap at the head of the bed. 
a little pile. Most of the p atients were v,of.tnamese catholic. they . 
probably became catholic while they were there. Services were conducted 
in every room. Crucifix belonged to the patient. ti(_ candle holder, bottle 
o'fl lotion described in ~picture. Close to dying on film. Man f annl ng 
himself. Peoples whose family has gone or disappeared during the war. , 
Telling how I had to run people through the gate in order to be evacuated. 
get them on the b~se. When they were through there they would join a 
group of Vietnsmese who were all sitting around waiting for the plane to 
pick up. One of the th i ngs I didn't rr..ention what was at stake 
in running the gate- if they did get caughter it would mean certain 
imprisionment, maybe not for a long time but that they would be arrested 
and that they would be put in jail in and who knows until the government 
changed or what. Some were employees of the orphange and half friends 
of ours who I believe somebody ought to have the right to chose the 
govenment theywant to under they want to live 



Thev- felt stongly for many years not to live under the government that 
was coming. So I had no trouble justifying giving them the oDporunity to 
live in the u.s. So I told you that we would often marry them and so 
on. Dur:lng the evacuati on •• . we had one of our bov-s broke his a rm plaving 
ball or someting and we took him to the hosptatal right toward the end 
and everyone knew we were going to be leavin~. Dr. in the hospitla 
said that you are all planning on leaving, would you 'Tlind he if he came 
with us? on a medivac flight. I know he doesn't need it but why ·don't 
vou let him come along with us. I said what does he ~ean? wh~ is this? 
An it was funny at first .9.S hewann't honewt with what he had inminq. 
Amer ican doctor who worked at Seventh Day Adventist hosnital wh ich is 
w~ere we had been taking all our orphan~. Well after a while they 
reaiealed their plans. They had manv many doctors and nursing staff 
in the hosptial (vietnamse.s) who wanted to go the the U.S. l'fiey had th 
same problem getting them through the gate they did not know how to do 
it. So to devise this great saam they told the army that they needed 
a medievac plane because they were going to be flying out some patients 
from the hospital. Well then witho1J t tellini:z; the a r!Tlv- about this all 
the doctros dressed eacother with bandages and IV bottles in the arms 
all fake planning on putting e 1.,k¢ryo~ into ambulances, because thev had 
a lot of ambulances and turning bn lights and sirens and storming throug 
the gates. They had a few real patients and they asked if they could 
take the 16 y ear old boy. Theywa.nted a few real patients •.• said he did not 
need to go on the medievac plane becasue he just had a.broken arm but we _ 
said thea t t we had a few very sick sick children, who should really go 
on a medevac 10 or 15 .... children and here was the perfect opportunity -
and we would have 2 doctors for every childr non the flight. . 
Vietnamese doctors some American devised the plan to get their friends, 
doctors whom they had been working with for several years, and other 
people too out of the country. So the day came and we went down there 
to the hosptial with our sick kids and put them in one or two of the 

and all the rest of theese doctors in hosptial gowns all · 
dressed up with bandages and everythin~ in to all the r est of the 
ambiilances, and me in my van ahh had turned on my emergency flasher 
lights and ~ook up the tail and we all went screaming down through the 
streets of ,.,igon and Iwa.s lau2;hing andhollering it really was funn, . 
all the way down the street, •• 80 miles and hour and when we hit that 
gajewe they just cleared out of the way and saluted and we drove thru / 
and drove right out on the airfieldr Vvhy do youthink the b81!1Qa~es . .::i:ot , 
though? Obviously these guards didn t ·ant to stop, obviouly it was an 
emergency, people who are s i ck and for some reason whey are goin~ out 
there and sirens are on.Viets have respect for authority in ha that Wqy. 
And they would never stop an ambulance and there were 8 ill in a row 
with lig;hts and sirens on makin[itbemendous noise aniJ com:notion. EveN one 
game out of their houses to see what was going on --=~we just screamed 
through the gate. What happed when we p:ot to th DAL. Wh An we drove 
right but to the airfield hearmy rea y did thin twas a ~enuine 
medevac flight and that there would be 30-u.0 patients. But when we p;ot 
out there and they realized it was ql la hli.g joke and there were really 
only our babies ••. they were a little perterbed but for the most pa.rt they 
had a good laugh about it and thought houw clever. Papers with the DAl 
to get them on the plaen ••• prearrange ••• x number of papers and certain 
names and didn't realize that when we got out there actually Lin Voe 11 a.:q 
w13.s ~actually in charge of the hospital. When they ~ot out there they ,. 
had a good laugh about it and our kids got very good care b ecqu se this 
plane was e~uipped with oxygen IV andeverythin~ •• lots of doctors. got 
off the flight . and plane ana flew off. It was spectacular. 



That gives you an idea of the how the situation was and how desperatly 
people were trying to get through this .D'.ate to get on to the airfield 
so. that they could get evacuati eed. JGetting shot at when they tried 
to get through the gate. I'll tell you how I got shot at. The third 
tim I tried to go through the gate a I had always done it during the 
day. This was the first time I had tried to do it at dusk. and thev 
change,d the guards right before dusk and they are much more paranoid~ 
at nig~t curfew starts at 10:00 an then it might have been 8:90 and the 
curfew got earlier andearlier. Much more jumpy and afraid , cautious 
~nd so o~. They opened the ~ate and there was a mob at the pate and this 
was our t~ird trip out and everyone knew there was no doubt about where. 
they were ~oing and every one knew that if they could just get in the 
van they could go to theairport. VW Van. Open the gate from our 
big orphanqg~ompound and ••• every home, larger homes had ~uge walls 

and babwire n top •• always lining the tor 1 of all fence ••• incredible 
amount of barb ire never saw so much barbwire in my life than in that 
town ••• everythi:Qg covered with barbwire. So we opened our!W-te and i:i;ot 
out of the crowd~\~round the gate and got on the~oad when all of a sudden 
I heard a &bot anti__ saw a guy on a honda $0 looked innv rear view mirror 
and SqW this gu/y o,_n a honda 50 aiming at my with a pistol aiming at my 
car and he shot again and the bullet passed my rear view mirror on the , 
drivers side. Ithou~ht 0h my god. I preetty much knew what he wanted. 
shot the second time. ~ .he pulled up along side and held his gun at me 
and said, I go too. I . ooked down and I don't know what mede me do what 
I did the last minu:te, ~idn't even thin~. But Iturned the wheel 
sharply to the left and t e impact came quickly with the van hitting him · 
in the side and it seemed ike slow motion that he was spinning off to . 
the side of the ditch of th road. I was shocked at myself ••• I one 
had an implulse to stop ands e if he was hurt but on the otherhand I had 
these people full in the van, im~ was short run the gate •.• I didn't iook 
back and drove on too. Go to th ~ate very shaken and nervous. I never 
thought it was something I was ca: able of doing. So we got to the ga~~ 
Rnd I was nervous and didn't quit know what to do and my nervousness 
showed through and I ran the gate a d it was night ••• and they started 
calling halt halt. I stepped on the ccelerator and I heard a shot ring 
out above ·:-:1 y van and I just thought, ould I keep going, will they 
st op me. I knew they knew it was an Am i can driving, or what. shoud I do. 
I stopped the van. They came running up the van. They said halt halt •• 
.1. turned the van around and 1'where are ,rou c,-o Jnd'}' I said never mind I have 
to go now and zoomed off in the opposiie d _ ectin. Wasn't rally a ~ate tha 
open and closed •.. just a guard house and mac lne ~un nest •• ~to...., , ed and 

(__,...-,,,,checked everyone. D~Jring the day they were sa. si fied they could see in to 
t::;;:? the van but at night they can's see too well the., nnt. hing there ••• altho . 

they had bright lights shing down they alwavs to m ore careful examination 
and I just spun around and .,, ent back home. They d 1 n' t ,to -o when .l WBt 
back out •• they migyt have incling of what was ha"' e ing. People were very 
disappointed. Theycame running up and theywould not ve let me thru. . 
Matter off act It ook the same people back throuh the ate the next day. 
They wanted to search the van and I didn't want to deal 1th that a good 
ch nee the neople would be arrested and Iwas going to ca im diplomatic 
immunity to see if I could ee that pass them even tho it w a lie •• 
chose not to deal wit r- it turned around made a U turn and ,,., t right back 
out the g~te. Halt halt. but didn't fire ••. goin~ in ooposi e direction 
my b~ck must have cr13.wled. Terified •.• just shaking. got out of the van 
qnd told people I\113.s s01,ry. Thev kne'!, nothing I could do and t ey were 
relieved ~ha~ they were t put in Jai • 



Went back the next day. Different staff at night than at dav ~uards. 
for one thin~. That might have been thereason. During the day I~s 

a. lot more c ompfortable ca.use I hand' t the exnerience of someone 
shotting at me off of a motorcycle and I jus~ played it right. I 
had my wits about me ••• but that night I didn t slow down ~tall and 
just raced through and didn8 t slow down and acknoweledi;,:e they were 
i;rnards and naturally the-,· vie wed as suspiciously t what I was do ' ng. 
like gong to the studio and drive in th ere and say hell and wave 
and .L ust know h m. -

~oma.tic p~mat were they like. Inter eting. Lot ofdrinkin~ and 
samll talk. ~ome popele would say, I'm skick of workin~, wish I could 
go home. I would say,v.hat do you mean this is a party. Working? 
Party, huh. I'd ~et fired if I didn't go to the s e thin~s and we have 
to go every night State J.)epartment. Mission ffice peple. The 
gury next to the a xbassadro Deptury ?Chief of Mission, Australians, 
loved to smoke Vietnamese grass so he had his own -private parties 
for his /-r:1. e.. nds where everyone would be getting high and the;r have this 
di p lorna.t1c party where e J eryone wns plain, plain, what a contrast. 
One of the Assis tar ce of the Ambassador of the British Emass'Y · 
sane kind of guy, very free, in private life, ver~, formal in Embassy. 
That's it. very much a game in protocal. I en.joyed it ,vervmuch 
found them to be very nice peole, they . like me a lot a.nd was very 
intef<..ested in what I~s trying to do. Here Iwa.s a teen9<'.r'er and ,,, , 
an agency director going to these parties •• turned 20 in August 7L. 
ond so .' .. nirelty ••. I tell them stories about orpahahs and all and it 
was a diversion to hear other stor.ie s beside relei\te s omethin~ •• they 
have such a diffrent exister: ce. They live in this huge compound which 

, is surrounded b'V" walls giant wall and once vour inside it lookes like 
midp letown USA.:.big tress, nice houses, manicured la.wans, 
and all servents and that ••• big ameican living compound. invidividuql 
houses and apartments. huges co~pund section •• like in Germany •••• 
There the c ontrast. 

Side 2. 

We had a lo t of support fr 0m the U.S. 



Vietnam Slide Show- Ross Meador 

Machine gun shell. Went to market to bny ~ings . .... This was least expensive 
thin~ in market and used by poor people there. Sales people in market didn't 
want to sell it to me. A little bragging here. This is my passport which 
was issued in Saigon April 2, 1975, which was one of the last passports that 
was issued in Vietnam. A.rter I left V:iftnam I trvaelled around the world and 
got all kinds of visas. {for a year. ) I had an passport before I went 
to vietnam but it expired while I was there. 

Picture of little kid in black pajamas. I tried to go and get myself a 
pair of black pajamps like the VC wear and I couldn't go to the clothin~ 
stores and say I wanted a Vietn Cong uniform. So I had somebody write me 
out a piece of paper in Vietna~ese describing, they couldn't understand 
what I wanted. Finally wrote out I wanted a.uniform of the Provisional 
Government coutry. I finally got diplomatic and went around explaining 
that I wanted a pair of black pajamasand the guy said "oh, same thing VC." 
I said yes yes. Ty pi cal clothing ever;rbody !'ears. Women wear beautiful 
black silk pants. I nev er got any of those. The shoes are made from 
elephant hide I got them across from where I live $1.75 custom made. 
Background first. 
Slipes pre pa red for FCVN a group I worked for. T,,., ey be~an bv suport ing 
specific group, of people who in the i r spare time, thr ough friends supported 
orphans. Bake sales, etc. send over nominal support. Few adopted some 
kids and with th t became a let more involved and supported a woman who 
was working in Saigon wi th orpahns. r unn : ng an adoption a~ency. 

Group in Colo and Vi e tnam split. Fund rais i n~ group woman 
Group in Colorad? and this woman split apart and the ~1ump in Vietnmm 
said I really doN t want your money I have enoup;h sour~ces I don't need 
it. That's when I came into the picture. Ther e was th1s fund rainisng• 
group (FCVN) they didn't just want to send mone-v over .without it being 
distributed by someone that they knew, so they hired me to go over there 
and to set up a kind of distribution aid center. 'I'hey didn't know what it 
was going to grow into, so that was the original thing. 

(

197L1, I was 19 when I went over th re. First thing I lived in a QUtrit:iGa 
~ter My Friends House it was run by a couple of Americans and they 
took children .f. rom orphanag es an. d nursed them back to health and sent them 
back to orphangges they were try i ng to get an adoptinn licenses but they 
were not very well to do. This group that was with alreadv had an ado tion 
license and was ~rady r~gistered with the Ane rican government so we had 
ill the military privilege~ as well. First went over there I tr i ed to 
feel myself around, I didn t know what .L. \\'!3.s doing. ln some wasy I Wq s 

{~ \·. critical of the organizati6n for hiring rne in-the first place as I really 
~"- wasn't ualified. But they did want someone who wasn particular abou 

· salary and speci tc and-was willing to go~over there and come what may. 
So ~ begn getting supplies in and with an established offL,,ce over there 
it began to be easier for them to raise money and we b~to get more 
and mare supplies over there and they began branching ~B.t · to differednt 
chapter organizations all over the U.S. Ultimately some specific chanters 
raised a lot more money than the home ~roup in en~er. er awhile moee 

eo er an we---st-ar,t.ed tr-a-kin~ kids in for adoption. T~ mendous 
~m.o-utn of p~orkd invol ved in adoptions. vou have to br i ng kids 1n 1 to 
our custodtlo/and keep them in our hoase. ey were all very sick and the 
orpahange-d'irecto1s would give us the kids they thought were going to die 
because they didn t want to have to pay for medical expense and all that, 
~e had a lot of sick kids. ,The whole things just expaned much faster than 
we wver thought it would. I,~ushroomed. Ultimately in the final days we 
took out more kids t~an any single organization and we did thousands of 
i:i. dopti or, s. ,, 

I 



•• gone do wn o see Daly at world Airwarys trying to get 500 
out and you h ad been refused by Viet official ••• you •• and he 
to his aid., you go down and pav them whatever it takes to get 

them through. The guy decided not to tare the money and but you decided 
it was not a good way to go. because Daly was toonuch of a drinker and 
was a u blici ty. And the emaassy said., look we have a plane going 
ou C5A Cla~shell type, rear doors, and we' 11 take al 1 your people 
ou at once. 

I went out to Tu Due that night and we put the kids to bed and ever-vithin 
was normal and we didn't tell the kids just st aff, when .~bout lQ)) 9:00 
after the kids went to bed. One of the guys i:i.t Sai ,Q'.on house came 

d said, we're oing we're going, Israid what h~poened. But he said., 
I on't know but the plane is stitting out on the runway. It's all set 
nd e plane is leaging in an hours. We were L.5 min e.way~from the airnort 
and It's g e t going. its goin,g to leave in an hour. We ~ot all the 
kids u and we had taught them to sing "california here I come" ond 
Gr eat gr at ••• so started sin~:tng. ~ot in the van. The older kids 
couldn't elieve what w~s happeing and started to say "VC com, VC come, 
and I said o... De 1'e ••• ,go Ame r icq today. Todav/ uome were very 

--- excited and ome were very afraid ••• guess we had about 50 there 
aof that gro between 2 and 5 and 15 older kids ••• 8-9-10-

\ one girl iL.. o ly reason we had her is bec ause we had her yo1mger broth ers. 
So., we loaded a 1 the kids into the van all the kids singing and very -~ 
excited. They •e really happy about going to the U.S. and they had 
a reallywonderful icture of it because we always painted this nic e 
picture of America. Also, because they were going to get parents ••• 
we would give them •• one thing they missed their whole life and we had \ 
pie ture s and would p int and say Momma, Da~jy. They would take it \ 
and run around snd sho it to all their frinds. We were ~riving down \ 
into town and to the air ort and there we a :r e at the main p.:ate ••• 
and we opened the Van and uddenly the l~ i ths came on the press people 
f ound out abou t it and we s "d no no, some guv said no go directly on J 

....... ~_\ to the airfield and wed to the airfield and there WqS this 
~ jet already to go ••• orld .air . , all the see/shad been taken out 

although it . had the p las c wall not lik~ a · mi 11 tary o lane ••• date •• · 
April •• load all the kids onto the ightl.Une bos:r p; oinr.?; to be adopted 
by cherry c lark one of the women who as going to ado-ot h1m, in process, . 
he was 16 •••. she was a woman rujnninp; r organize ion.,.. . -
The one thing qb out Vietnamese is that th . were going to let all the 
orphans out but not any b ody who was too old •• criteria onlv •• irnmigration 
official came and checked the plane. The nlane was all mattresses all~~ 
over the floor no sea .,- seatbelts, it wouldn't p <1 s the .F_'AA ••• 
regulat i on ••• the gurad c ame on and s?otted this one boy }try i ng to hide 
in -the corner and as ked him how old he was, he was trying' to hide in the 
corner I'm sure to he lied about his a ~e, the ~uard said too old, too 
old., ••• you cannot let him. go. We immediately said you 1 v 0 ,:z;ot to let 
him go •• let him go •••. sorry sorry, or no one's going, et hi~ ~off the 
plane. Daly pulls a $100 bill out of h~s picket and hands ',it to the 
guarn and commone can't we work someth ing out. Of-course there reporters -
~nd all around and everything ••• the guy say no no sorrv, tek this, wouldn8 
take the monev., the boy had to get off the Plane. Ed Daly took the \100 
and put it in the boy's poc ket and got off the plt:me. 'Ne were very sad 
and I took him home afterwards. but they got on the nlan e and w later 
heard the conversation with the tower wh ent somet r·ing l ike after the 
plane was loaded. , •• you cannot leave you are not cleared for take off. 



CForty percent of the children wer sired ·b~Tremendous numer, 
the reason for that is several. The peo e w a children were branded. 
Particularly the black children were .. be prejuciced aga! nst. We hired s.ome half 
blacks left from the F'rench days • F ..,.,ench fath er nany. No quest on there 

was strong prejudicely. She worked in kitchen, a. P'irl we hired, and she 
was treated differently by the otaer Vi e tnamese. 

Kids that w1 .ere v.er_y ~l, some success. Ra.in season, incredible proble'.11 
crib death ~-cistcrini by the time you d~.scov red what was wrong with 
them they died. We ha e 52 children in our house die of that. When we 
first went over we thou~ht tae best thin~ to do was to set up a hospital 

environment for them so we KRd this bi~ house and turned it, ma.de it all 
very sterile and ttied to turn it to a hospital. It worked very well 
so than we started to put kids in A foster home. We paid them well 
as much as wek did one worke1-. It g~ e the family free med!cal care and 
we found that the kids did much ~:r-u._ch better livin~ with a familv. As a 
benefit these kids had a family, if ki.4.s do··' t have a family, they die. 
a blunt thing to say but its true. So that...we get talking ebout adoption 
I really thikk a kids is better having a fami--ly, any family, no ma.tter 
what color they are parents are. Not to say there- aren't problems, there 
8 re but the advantages outweigh the disadvanta~es.Did~ ha ve a.doctor. 
A part time Viet doctor then a full time. Lots of vietn9J'rte..se nur~es 
and durin the end we had 2 American Y~edical Students from fi~rd ? ":> 
medical suchool to help us out. 

Markets are typical a.11 over. Oranges stam'Oed sunkist, black market. 
Lon~ gree oblanong grapefurit are sweet. Grown in Vietna,. 
Black m" rket rampant. Buv anvtr_ing. 
Hunder Palley 100 niast~r svyou ~ould buy anyth i n~ on that street f or LOO. 

A dentist has a disnlay of all the teeth he nulled. 
' 

2 places. Out of town to Thu Due. N1cer to live. went to school, quieter. 
Frelminary training at 16, then 18. Sbot tou could p:et out. you didn 1 t 
get out unti 1 ho. Tr·e:nendous amount of handicap people in town, e ; .. eryon 
was in the army. 
Army incredibly corrup. People had to buy their own clothies, guns, 
positions. · 

Temrerature. Hoter than hot and wtter than wet. 100 degres. 60% 
humitidtv. Rain an d cool off. Hotter and hotter and humid and humid 
and fina i ly rain would come. The rain would turn to steam as it hit'the 
trees. Rain a tremendous relief. Rain would turn to fteem '1Vhen it h:tt the 
streets. It was a mixed blessing ••• relief but mildev, would take over. 
A pair of shoes actually eaten by mildew. After rain wa over it was all 
mold. I lived in Saigon. We were f ree to use military installat~ons 
travel and use for free. free easy to travel I had wv own cars. 
The cicloes trPnsporation around tiown, peddle vou forev , r for a nickel. 
incred~ble legs. 

• 



Very happy people, hard working, ameniable. never ~ound anyone who had 
bads enti rnent to me. Very few bad expeiences. with any people. 

Fight i ng every night. Gunfire curfew control All billboards had eyes shot 
out. Had few problems. We moVed near Thu Due. Lived near base and 
in the country ••• near a little base incoming rockets l and close to our 
house. Inc edibally lounc . a block away and th:.nk its in back yar. . 
D lta incredible number of bridp;es its a big marsh land you can i a gine 
its a big marshland. Bridges are one wa.~:-- and h \}e to wait one side while 
traffice oncoming traffict to pass. befor you can go. We were wiating 
there we taking rocket f i_ re. Br iges blown up. Roe et fire and our driver 
had horrified look on bis face an d just took off and went hafl an hour 
and the briege blwon up. I had this van having terrible problem wi th 
hible in radiator all the water would run out and overheat and it wouldn't 
run. So one dav we were taking all the kids to the ~ies in town and 
were d!rivi.ng back thu due 25 min out. driving along, van started to 
overheat a~ain and the van st arts to overheat aeain and we're coming uu 
to one of the se bridges and every brid~e has at least 5 men guarding it 
and we came up to the bri t ge and just as I got to the tou the van died 
9.nd lights went out and we rolled down qnd they started sho '.) t~ng us. I 
had this girl Vietnamese girl in the front seat and I shouted to her to 
tell them to stop, tell them to stop and she was on the floor before I 
got a word out ofnwmuth and the kids were instinctively on the gound. 
Vli'henev the roe ket s wiykd be geard the kids would imrnedia t ely crawl . 
under their beds or get to the floor and they would be screaming, Mr Ross,. 
Mr Ross VC #10 • Fi~ally ' I convinced her to· stick her head out and tell 
that we were from a children's home we're O.K1 

When they realied who were were they were very apolop;etic and very nice and 
men went down to the r i verand put water in a tub and brought it up to the 
van and we went back t ome again. In the last days a lot of fi~hting. 

Solid people and impossible to drive. 

Buses gett i ng down the street during mar ket hours. Best wav to ~et 
down the street is on the bus they wouldn't s; op. 

Rice. Fantastic amount of rice they eat. Lit t. le bit of fish on tou. 

t 

rt in. _ Brown rice, red rice. 

to go. 

it was not unusual for thew workers to sleep outside on 
they worked during the day bec~use they had no place else 

Flag was on every build1-ng in town. Viet flag. 

Every building, every bridge, every highway, many many checkpoints. 
No problem carryin~ camera. Fantanstic am ·unt of journa l ists, use to it. 
airporst, camps, t ouchy, but sense where it wa s a probJen. 



Very nice to americans. When congress cut off funding got angrv. 
Very nice before. People anti corruption. Riot in streets in ~nd.~ burned 
an efigy of corruption. One of the thin~s that dest0ry the government, 
corruption .• Beg ~ers go through thin~s, then rats go thrcugh it. 
t-: ot many re.ts during day but lot of big rats at night. Pla"'ue in vi ,tnam. 
A big problem. 

Fvery building surround by barb wire, e eything is barb wire fantanstic. 
First fe eling of paranoid lif e , after got use to it qnd had b r wire arou d 
our house. 

School in delta which bombed. H ndr d of orphanages while I was there. 
Spent all my time doing. After while more. poepl e ci:me over to help out. 
I took on foster orphanage plan $500 a m,-,nth a kings salary and we did 
so much with that money. 

Where kids were found .•. in garbage ca.s~. If they had a mother abandoned 
them at hosptial ••. not take them home. Family take them to or~cana es. 
If ornhanage would tke them only if they had no relatives. brought by 
fr~ends wt en parets die, grandmother, etc. Most nart aandoned at birth 
mostly because of poverty. 

~ever brush their teeth. Vite.main deficinencv, bad teeth. Visual nroble~s, 
prenatal car, nutrition. · lot of sick kids. 50-80% kids die6 in orphana~es, 
Not many older tids. They would run away. Very street wise, would try to 
m,.,ke their own wya. Didn't want to stary around orphanage 
Prostitutes, what a '' 8 the orphanges release these kids bak to their own 
resoonsibilitv. run awav lu-15. 
Gneral rule, very tough·~ street wise, many ~irls got jobs, no educat1 on 

ofro them, there was very little gover mnet money, nothin~ for the~. 
Some school classes at orhpahange, some wealtheri nrphanges,. No school. 

just sit in the :ophan.,ges banginp; thei.r heads atalnst the wall. no chi:ince. 
Older children 8-9. One girel lh because we had brothers. 

Most of the orohan~es run b:v catholic nuns. Mont~nard. Hill trioes, 
indian. More resemble camb~dians. 

Four kids t o a bed. 1 woman ttl}ces care of roomfull of kids. See why 
disease spreads fast in these places. 

Infants 1-2 per crib. Some places had no cribs. ' Sometimes no milk for 
months. Rice water. Com letely die. Dr~T milk from CARE. Some orp anges 
wP~ e on th ecircuit. 

We came back a couple of days later and brou~ht~ inilk 'ffi:S tl:l.ey were 
very hapcy. Some circuit, Gnicef, CARE UN CEFY,---™.olic Servtc:S,;) 
They had more money than what to do w'th. We dFopped in for the day 
to play with the ki cs • .;;>uddenly the director came and whiistpered sometins; 
in their ear. Soon they came back with this box with plaxtic mats and 
beautiful toys and put the children on the 11.qts with the to~rs to show us 
what a good jobthey were doing. Started playing .•.•• this guv head of 
World Vision ... looked around smiled so nroud doin~ the job for the r>hildren. 
Give them money. Beautiful chapel •.• mome" priot ity withmonev. Ancestors 
worship •.. no ancestors, non person. 



Ross: 

Shirlevf·t I think that FCVli is a 1~ttle concerned and di.dn't know what 
I was g er . 
Right, ±light and they were natural lv susoic ious. 

Yes, I am making FCVN th~ forerunner, in the whole book. I'm eludin~ 
to FFAC . I have herard man~ versions regarding the solit~ But not from 
Cheryl. I haven't interviewed her. I want to get everything toq- ct;hte!' 
and then meet wit 1her to get her fiewpoint and Make VCVN. the forerunner 

becquse it was the larges or~anieation and it did survive. An Ross 
I do have to bring uo negative things in the book. No bbok is worth 
itw salt unless there are the ne~ative hhings mentioned . 

R. Sure , yes. yes. 
' 'Nhat I would 1 ike to hear \/.bout is whta did you know r.i bout the 
Beparation. What I had ht\'3.rd that she did not like financial 
accountability. Se 1rras tr1.;s t ,worthy and all that but the she just like 

o havemney in the bank. Bd of Dir . in Denver wanted a ccountabi I litv. 
Rose -ary wanteo no part of d~tail . ' 

Lis an Buchanan- A 1 Westlake, etc. 

Ros ?mrary very urivate peraon , will not ~rant 

Ross: I for one do not bnow all theav---n~s. 

i ntervie~'s. 

•1hen Ims 18 and just out ofriP.'h school .1wted totra el and I 
had been to india, summP ' school aborad Drogram, befor ~ my senior 
year in high school • . Got a job cleaninR" annimal cao:es at Salk ,'J 
Instittue to trveal (save monev) to P.'O tro--velin1. Finallvdecided [~ 

I had enough money and wanted to !ZO to S. A.merica. Went torrexico and 
found out the world \\;as a lot bigger than I arigin.ally thought it w:,uld \; 
be and after it, months c. ame h?me. l'v'.ean~hile Gay William. s 1/\1ss a freindl 
of "117 m otve mother who is a child psych. Gav is thinking of ta king a trif -
to Vietnam t .o work with the orphans a friend working over ther for . 
Rosemay. Said she was_ going over. I said I'd like to do that. My sister 
also talked t.o someoje who Impression I hae that they needed oeorle to 
go over th er an plav wi ~h the ikids and to act· as escorts. 1973. -=-- . '-A. 
I thought it souned like fun and fly around the world playing ab~bysittE!" .~ 

Gav had1. 8t heard from t. he gr'?up, not ,::; n:swring my letters., c.a lled the 
other day and nut me off and 1 don't kn w wha's going . Thought I shoul'.d 
go to Co'lorado. She only wanted to go if its a raa-1 .1ob. F'orrq'vselr .1 , .~ 
wnted to take a trip anywa-v ••• if nothing worked out i~would still. be· 
o.k. I had enough monev to get myself home anvwav. I hitchhiked to 
Colorado cal led FCVN t:rorn a gas\stat ion nhone booth./ Blinl:i out of the 
blue. My sister w~s ~oing to t~e G. of Colorado so I could stov with · 
her. Another excusei s that I had gone down to Mexico & met a P'U~:r who r 
was in. busi.r:ess selling and buying tem stomes qnd spent allJ'o/ mo.ney 7'!./ on buying gems tone~ and sol~ them in Calif .• Cooresro~ded with guy in /'-? 
Colo who had all this turquois and I bought ·and sold it qt the u. of~ 1ql 
Colorado. near Amas time ••• so I called them 9.nd thev didn't kow what . . tf.t;/. 
was r:;oing on didn't hqve any openings _ going through reorganization J?.#h.., 
qnd nothing doing ••• what wa "' gotng on .J.. later realized that the org was 
splitting up. I am not clear what WqS going on just turned 19 and didn8 
know wha ..L W<:>S <:1ettin,gnvself intolgoing on a lark.} .I first met Al 
Westlake I did have a letter at ;:,alk Institu6e. Thev said call back I . --___. in a month . We don t haV$:l anvtllring " Vailabe.1. I said lam going there 
~is~ ther anything you' want me to do while I am there ••• they 
were mildlv interested ••• you are goino: amrwav ••. l had a letter of 
recomendatlon from the Saik Institute sent t6 the I was a cage cleaner. 



. 

1\ • !~cleaned 3 goats 18 chickens 2~ rab bits 600 gunniea ni~8 2 OOC mts r:~d 6000rnice and so there w~snRt much but my enn loyer iik.ed m; and1wote J' 
a letter. Itra ve led India~read,~ t ra' ned as nurses _!1.l~ in 8th grade 
__worked in_ an old folks home ... I wr<3-s certainly trving to in~' 

-~~sible. 'l'hey said !'.rnodness, we didn t realize q_ll t ese 
tij~mgs and you are go ·ng over there anyway, ~aybe we shoudl talk to 

you. So Al West lake met me at this same gas station.When he first saw 
mr he g sked me how old a 1 e _J!_o.J e. ,<E as re y em bar ing~_ng onmuch more 
than I'd ever anticfpaed. My n'a.vite W8.S!o/ stronrz uoint, not r eali7ing 
what i was getti · t 18 v'er-..r brainless and cou!'B.rzes. So went 
over andrre.....--... .... West lakes and ~hey took me to vherv-1' s house. ·hen i 
was well, nos • Jill do this thim, then this, then you > 
will o o longer me pleading for a jCb. Then it was will you 
tqke this on . Then they explained thin · s to me but it still wasn't not 

clear even when I eft~at ~org had split apart and there w~s t is 
other group headed b~s5:marz) My sisters friend Gay 1 s friend le 

had been working for ose ,ria rv and got a letter and ii et her, shewa 
child psych. develment r...§tai_ati;:,n. in some of the kids ,;r realized that 
tp..e-vwanted me~er and y.~~sup ly officer anawe had shipment 

. Sea Land sp_i.12ment who heped up n when they had empty tp-0om · n a nv oi' , 
yttreir c ontainerstnev-munt D • ur sui:mlias-1 Look we' 11 send 
y1'u -a ttcket and you · could ,ove fl_Ver in Feb-•. Still not knowing what I · 
Wqs gettingl'J1Vself into~ went ome ad didn't hear for 2-3 months an 
suddenly thi . ane ticket. So I w.-ent over there. "\!\hen I arrived 
at the · irnort in Sai~on., Really creept feeling. v ou fly to San F. 
to Honatulu crowded airplane going to haw~iian vacation. Then it goes V 
to Guam lot of military people , th~n to Phillinines and lot of still 
very crowded, then sudenly this h7h7 emnties and on one flight 5 of 
us going to Vietna ··" · When enti,re plgtf16 . • one w_ay ticket to Saigonlanded 
there and didn't k ow anyon~ no idea what was gong on.Ld..id see wome 
women who wh Pre out of nl~a · Nilitarv tYnes and middle aqed wodmen 
were clearlynot workirn;,: · f the milit~ry a~d ithou ht !!ee-...e--theyrrust~.£__ 
work offor women and sur nough thev worked for~ osemarv. Then Irret v,·-- -• 
~risty Liverm~who cljf.ne to pick un the wmen. was FCVn 
$ she said no .•• so we didscussed new owr. and she 
said mome home with r.e and we'll see where you~sed to go so _ 
she tool me home to Rathha~nd in ,Saigon. di · It's 1 ral 1-v 
one town. h-5 faci 1 it es. C~ery work~d out som nr:,: with '-Ay Friend E u 

,, . churc'{ sponsorship, y was eJy-priest and marr:..e_d to W·'.)man wro 
-was a nurse they wanted to t)ecome a;:tadoption agency :Peason.for existance., 
taking in all these kiss ••• callinp:/ themselves a nutrition ar:rency. Taking 

V\. r~t"~ al. l these kids getting them back ):o heal,lgnd · waiting for the adontion 
\ 'V,l',, agenc:vllcense. nursing the kids .fr,ck to health. never go that. l""~~ [onsu'e!].,:tl_y 9 fter while th te.d ~iving us their kids• I went _ there 

~~~F"om -that pol.nt ·on"" I ·met osemar once. -Lwent to her nlB.ces 2-3 times 
entire time. We were no y welcQm.e_ theJ:>? qnd most of it was · -
because I Q ~oung man and not anvthing to agency ri ve.lry_tltbo tb,t____ . 
too w~act_Q!'._ I ·believe. I became a -r-riend of'~eve Johnson,..-) , i(tl 
'WasTn the army and was married there and · ~---A,__ t there workfng in ~\ 
c uni cations, worked a teletype machine. Douo: "!r men_t_i 9ned . r,, , 

young american guy woking as a c 1,vi 1 a , m"'t cherry Clark l' ,) 
u-l--.and article in newspaper that Steves mother sent ~teve. 'As a 

matte7.,,, of fa~ Cherry worlt wrotethat shewas Eidoptiniz a ch~_ld in . 
~and that wbudl he do this ~ . er work and he ~did,. he became 
verv close~ even lived with us for .qwhile .• but Steve had at some ' 
poi~t dated some girls from Rosemarv, Christy I reme~ her beceuse she 
was in Korea with us. qlso.the other ones I '11.et once or twice and 







~didnt like the p;irls dating she ran a st ric-t-and tight 
organization I didn't knew whv. People had al 1 kids of rumors and 
relatioshi s goin~ on at nosemarvs plqce and none of the dirtv rumors 
were true and shewas strici="' my feelinr.r she was strict and ue·opleweren 
there to foo~around andhave a good time and that eno"')le were there 
for a purpose and t ere wasnot time for night cltvbbing. ____, 
If you want to work for Wyou don8t go to nightclubs and dont date, 
it was her feeling i dontknow why and w~really goin with her. 

I did meet her once and everyonw wasf1-1iurposed she sPok~ td'm e. 
Because wh sgenerally didnit talke to anygenerally ~- I learned more 
aabout thl split qfte 0

~ l was in Viet m I q..idnt re. a.ffzewhat was go'ng 
on after ~as er(§got a sens · le. }The- .big thin.g I go t9 I/;~.;._, 
work on when · t gov and Am govt very strict about e; 

o o o do a oo ons .FCV ha . nse rst. o g g6'·. ""111it • s k t-n-a o~ 
Tunnv d ch . ver agree. slipoed in on the sJ.nI thirk • . ,,J.Ji' 

as the one who had been therf..~S an yea125 and ran a r;rood~/ 
s elfle.ss ancL worked so ha ra<f land nione er ~ea adopt i o:is for 

-~~~~~~~..:::1:.;f~t~i:..:i:..t~wasnfft for her7i'o6o y ·-would tre- there · . J lR edonti , 
she de~l......---..._,.ll,Jwl~~~fi childrn and v rv oualifed peo le hel~in.[!' her ~ n? was eryone model •• suddenly rosemary -goes down to the emhassv & \ -rre-t- . overmnet one day and s av we've changed our n aem FFA'2. • 

\ want t · go into other count ries l'lnd take care of children andPont 
\ want to have Vietnam in our name ••• we want to h~ve all childre, so 

crhnaged our ame t~ous authroies. here comes me , some dumb children 
c/J:? and said no we ar "FCV Sw we have adoption license, militQ.ry 
vj 2e mission,free on ights 1'(_ and Corren periviles then I went to 

SAID nd thev s ai~ ~thls.,)ftold it who , th' s !$Rosemary 
. s, ••• this i ~emarv I told the Rosema:, ,.,uitted our orp.;.· 
and s arted her ow .-~e oui;ht she ju:: . ed hermme. it was 
a real confusion and nobody wanted us to let us have the license and 
itwas throup:h our pe,Z.Sistance and stionaery had eut name on t t an 
letter from Pres ds!id I was in charge.now. Nothein~ trev could do. 
Point of tit wi intially \ftre didn't deserve to <'."et it, we were really 

a new group , osemarvs old anem. we realh·. ?lre all new. 
Charterd inl96 •••. etc. Adotoplins v:ere not doi ~n 6 > 
The whole group gA_ew fqster ban evervone expected. and talk when 
evervone volunteers and vou can't fire anvone and for one thin~ ~nd 
hara· to work with people because vou aretaiking about hurt feeling 

and not al:ihereing to !:;dro~nistative p-g-lic..ie-s. -
I can ad a Tittle to that. In some of my impressi ns vou are filing 
in 1 ot of ·ganes . from mv -oerspect j ve what I h9 d sen FCVN hR.d some Do int 
or other FCVii was •• the Viet govt decided that all adonti0n a gecies 
working ta ere had to have some ) for f regi stra t' n , 

r~ under -tand it~ o O :r becqme o ficaial pa
1

r~ 
at least in the ey~(viet 0 .o was reairing this. I thought 
that Ft[WN was having baKe an. garages sales to heln~o9emary .. 

and d oin~ some adoptions. more adg~~J.12-s than 1 realized. <;:beY v,; ere 
, · only in eves of VET rz,oft ~osemar~ITTtached 1 year. Peoole in l,olo .--. 

ytll inter..tion as theynBy be ,_nd giving so muchmone~, to.1.c.osemar,,,., 
felt they had ro~ to donors and PCCO' ntability·.From nosenary 
of view, w ell--,.1_nt~tnioned tho~ may be''naive'1 hous--ewifes from 
Colorado who had been to Vietnman ~e and extre~ely naive pepoole 
people instant. eJD)erts 1vtwlling R who had been in viet manv y ars •• 
and telling such a t.ough nerrson and runing such a good operation .b,.__ 
and someboyd waD:ting her to be a ccounane. -~was just too•s.trong. ,11,,,-4· 
ego too big •• nurse strained lines of ~thfo2it7• ••. Lisan q do:pting 
children star~t. Meshed with F'G~os.?'c'iose to :-me lady "t the 
embqssy in charge of signing visa for kids. I first went in 1 can be 



//sure of... ·nto thewe C?ffice~ and sa i d 1 1m F'CVN qnd they said,< 
you qrenffit osemar • \._ you aren F f , . han ri:ed her name. 

ay "' Ve that impression. The ladv wouldnt recfp-n se me 
nothin~ t ') do with sented mv ence resentef evefF':Frvino- o move 

~i\osemay_. Roserary W O was to know a O er en •• d --shw stilT- r:ettin 
\suppli~ w-s-as gett'nv, qWay with it. Then rt-ass we.s hired. 

ome sor t of cfou hle--croes. Who know ;/at the 9.gree-n ent was •• then thev 
had doube thoughts •• whv give it all to rtosema"lr? · 
Same ball game just ch~nged name. I see it as •• 2 gr~s came toa-ether 
didn,...t work out. VVben j_nitally s-oit just split and wi11 work torretr. Ar 

_ and then found cut they woulcnt work snd went t :- eir own way. . J... 
\ \~ben I first contsct e FCVN sh w said will kn w tha n in a mnn~ 

f£:believeRo40ot-carr:e ~th the U.s.lasrstraw •• nosema · acame to U,£ 
they scheduled big.· pres s conference_ She came gry, telling her how . 

V
to spend her money, what to do. I have a lot of re ,rnect ··or~osemarv, 
when you are over therL.you know what needs to be done. Somebody f'rom..,-;,A~ 
U.s.telling you whqt do ••. spend more on diapers •• etc~ Somethina 
destroved some k._J,,nd o i/trust .you have a good man you d on~ mess. · 
press c rmvference arrartred and bse -ary ~rrefused to c 0me down _ ,,,tr 
FCV1 embarassed befor the nre~. Cher"IJ an ,'· Ca!_'ol We s .tJ.ake ••• wh~t 
do we do no/JJ~ i e tnam side w~d out ~ n ..!:!.§_ we can keeo s endlng her-
m~ teials but she isn't go r ng to chAno-e sh e isnt going to be -. J ccc ountalb e anvwav ••• what do we do , ayfe \"7W.e sMuld send some bod':" 
elpe over ••• we can't send so~ eonb oner there with that kind of risk 

D1 itl/Volved that it wo· ld f.~old and .i. c ame along. Iwas supply •)fficer •. 
when i!t-- go~kind of papers signed ••• you have to ave t sthis siged 
by your d ir ec tor ... pppe rs •• l" rot~ to vbes;.,,;;n,j t o ld her that I 

/2 have to have to be (l!recto: cali ., ir to; I hope thats fine 
· r-...... ""'<!.-,;»--..,.. ••• cant i get Qnvt , one •• herl v s that s fine... do ttu r,. , .ti.r. t,, , w t 7~ · · - . < 11 This \<\Orman is ::. nterest 1=1nd work for mv friends house. 

,X: of her until a few da"lr before I went over. Sue Walters-~-........_ 
suChervs sister didnit know what she was go ·ng to do e i ther. Sh~ 
stayed

0 

a t -nyfrei,,ds./ Directo fo hthe house •• ~om M,,ss.- C,:,me over ~ 
he and I hit it off beautiffu ll.,-.didnit like((!p errie• Farm g::. r l fr (\~0 .,.., iddle west, kn ow wh at Irooan rtoss •• farm p- i rl '-from ~middles west. 

/ she as one of therrost amazing grRs I ever knew. He d~dnjt think lt 
w,) uld work out but yourao osss can work w th me. he wo.,..,te <l letter 
sorrv ch eri is not go i ng to wrok~e .• d i dot know wb 0 t s p-o~n'"" on 
I cbs ged ahead. <Jnce nice thing~t Mini9te .::> -c i al wlfa~ wouJd 
you write me a letter savin~ that minis t r,r rec~ne :ne. he :aid 
you w~ie ~ometing PJld I'll sign it,, I w~ uo a l.~ t letter of 
wha t ' a g reat org we were andministrv behing us and hooed for cooperation 
,,nd all thais .•• nd he 1igned it nnd had secre tarv translate i t and 
it onened all the ~ors and thing s began to fall into n l a ce~ I also 
went uo to visit every foreng v oluntary n gencv I c ouldg dP-e A.hold of 
ARCcr cr'.' os could Imee·t vour d i r i:= ctor r·· h a et his ot h er org 7 I he"IT 
h e re i am I know noth r ing of what I am do' n~, but can you ha lenroo. 
Ego are c estroved •• now er struggles c estro,, I cam in mos t humble 
the ony wa_y.....I can be .. F.ere is that c k id 19 s i ncere ... and I'l heln 
him out. C..,t t olic Relief servir e~~ 'l me a use of vehicles a nd one 
--uy knew whow to i:re . ei:eased from the dock and he bec nme my 
mentor and help me out somewhat. 



Ccatholi:-neli~s the only one. 5 women in 1 rvo ' Fr. ead \:::or Cthold reliefother a gene ie s had lot of foreigr..ers w ed 
very ver nice. suacious air condj_tin, etc. Ho~ esuecially sePmed to 
suend a lot on office supplies and all. hard. "d bring Ch~~ ·nto 

cture. G letter from Chervl, Caollll •• on Scott: head o Mv ' 
friends house. After tb_t Jetter came out Cr ._w r for us. Mo ·eywas 

c om1ng 1n now and we Cw ere oneing a new of fie e · 
Money nourini,: in ••• h0vtng 11e the:te great for ~fund r at5i~ •. new office 
we need heln. nhenomenal amour t of monev pouring in .. O 
cheks noured in. , 
I took -oic tures and wrote st oues.. fund ra i_;'.in g. 
Told me to rent a house Sue and~ nt around and found a beautiful 
_g].d French house villa •.• ru11_.9__y_Sai_:- o Tru min Yong. treet. 2 at on€_ 
po·nt. mostly I D llv .. Pn ed irbired f .c- w staff and 
hee comes . eri clar _with all her kids. Cheri 26 or 27. c,ibabeip- in 

the.-WJ.U-VJ~- ot soueemish. weautiful houe . Register everwhere 
~•tary proivalges Px but air Jfli~ht b"c:t for us.,.--:.Buck Tuy ceme 

not the oicure met her r--an-ct-·t-w+de • i was irclrumental i-n 
everythin~ we did. Addttractive c aoab -;'z Fv-Vvybody out go P-et what 
they c oi t/ld . £5tf.dc 
Te "'ry super later buildirn;i-. 1/~r· 

abnt bldy for~ ort wh le and izot r~ d of and m ved 
~re in . 

erry and John _ am over we had huge nt bldy ~.g-ge,.c::t fac:litv in 
of Saigon, 1u Due house an~ things m~ 1ng full speed. Cherv at 
Dinh . All our pl0es in~ Ding. Tu Due jS min -'lUtside 

Road to 3inh 'Nah . 2 li:intf..;p,.,ved ••• lard iets on it . B'nr Eoa-..,, . 
L lanes ••• Cher ·oined us. Cherv witttf{ilwy visited orphanges. 

as chanter presfond had lot of good conrections expecially 
an 0 eve ook us on militarv flight I Most of them did. 

not ave thatch froof some dirt floors some not. 0rnhan es inrm1nd 
stream, ame r•ican soldiers been there forlO v arsand usually had 
taken good care of the plRces . The orpharn;i:es had more monev thR.n they 
1tt on thev could have tai. en better care than thev did. Sue ••. lot 
of theruns 9dding on, accumulating mo~e neopoertv than tking care of 
the ch~. ldren. 

on fflilk . M~V:i:&:; Viet children are al_lerP'j_c _to mi}ck 
~lld was horribl .-'k hard to dissorlve, too rich, we didn t us 

it ehther •• infamil fancy ~ood stuff . another side to the pig storv. 
the kids were eating the miHL Misuse of funds •• r..ot toonucYl, 
A tre rn.endous amount of E_CVK r..monevV!ias not nisused better acco 'm t ablit_y 
th .--,n ther agenc:es. We wer~t aflrdnd to go visit s0me of the 
orphan~es in the boonies •• it as rought getting out there ••• obher _ 
ogencies didn,t ventur ·e out. Its danP-ersous we shot at ••• miles and 
'Tllles of bumpy roads in 3 wneef taxi ••. no accomod OCtic5hs of hot eh,.J. 
we didnit mind butsomeb0dy L:0 ,00 v 0 ar sexecuti'ffe social tvne ••• 
no r.hotesl •.• in ernational s cial work type d,n't want to nut up with 
19 11 these terrible things •.. ever. airplane rides. ~Aver arrur9ce 
thqt you wold receive things •• sunplies on the e1c'v ••• 
-cilfer~n2 . A problerr, but not as bad as it sou.ids bout pu ~, -,,lie,. 
mot of our uppli e s were shipped thru,r,;h sea lct..nd and had an q merican 
in s aigon ver:r helpful and friend with us and he knew cind we knww 
in us when things woulds. rrive and we know through hirr!. Problem 
gett'ng things realseased through custsom((}J!i,it iwas naive1 .. vou hve 
to bribe •.• ar.d I wouldn't do that sort of thing . Finallv caui::rht on 



a ::-- d realized that every one expected to be bribed. We service f ees •• 
r,-uay who would kind of hQng outside the docks and wa ·, ch people •.. 
I'll help vou •.• first went ther dont need anvo~e. I first ent to 
office andno one w-:v.ld be there 8.nd I' d have to come back. I ke,,t 
following U P and came back the following week .evPntua 1y P'et so--netin0" 
releaeed a month or two. Starv ng babiew •.• eventu l ly worked ••. they 
werenot so eveilthat they would ignore h umanitarian work just , to e t 
a brinPie and event 1.ally get the stuff . But the guy outside na Y hi'Tl 
leave us a long in the office •.• -fuuntain n ens and le av(1.., them :in the 
desk. Cross pens ••• get anything signed with cross Pen •• j:'"didnt i:i:ive 
l__Aquor but i think rom a-ave liqu or. .or a oerhpas wer can nay a 
service feell •••• to go fa§ter •••.• 

Get the s tuff often wet and diapers ••• and es ten byfb.ts. ~tusff 
shipned through t .he mailf. Steve h7 boxes •• forumla~ very 
'l.eegal . Guyat APO p.o. furious w.ith us but eventua l lv let us have it. 



-- Ed._Daly was piloting the plane or 0-ad Pilots ••• Ed Daly said 
You cannot take off •••• Oh yeh, just watch me. ~e stood beside the 
just roared ••• fence and watch the plane take off and drove off to back out 
Tud Due. and there was a certaln sadnress to it. We were hanpy to have 
i tall done but e went out there to this empty house and toys and clothes 
all lying around all of the girls that had been working for us there 
knew that they were o of a job and we had mixed feelings "'bout it.~ 
At any rate when they go,a later found out one of our child care 
workers snuck on the paane and cture was on the front page of 
the stars and stripes starring out of lane as they landed in 
La Joya. We said oh th~t Ann our diaper washe , he snuck on the plane 
really funny. big thing was "f_eedom bird flies aga , ift be~ins.» 
everyone was real excited headlines. 
Ever-vone excited about the whole thine •• We went with Dal-v didn't 
go with the embassy flight Decided not to go with embass-v' plane. I 
don't know what went on. Tell •• dur"i.np.: that time to ch,:ini;:i-e thier mind. 
I think they go a call from Daly saying t bey were ready to go and 
called the embassy people Vet imip;!tat i on people at the airport who said 
lwe will let you go. and here it was a plene ready to go. All the 
immigrations officials said yes we will let you go ••• why wa it sit 
around for a mybe. maybe somet i h i ng will work out later, le6s do it. 
ev ~rything go no lets do it. 
Have you heard that Daly was trying to g et an Airline route of hts 
own Tr 9.ns US "' or what ••• an.d one of his reasons for doing it, a side of 
his other whatever motivatons he had was to g;et publicit ,T to glorify 

him and his airlinesi to put pressure on the o:overnment to~ rant the 
Pirline rights n order 
to him. 

Did you hear this ••• since then I hpve. At the time I had heard of 
WA Ed Daly the name meant nothing to me excent after the D~nang thing 
everyone knew who he was national news ••• he b ecame national news. 
We read small biography ies of him in the press ••• ! knew he was enjoyin~ 
I didn't kn )W too much about him •.• enjoying the glory about it 
carrying apistol did' hide that ••• cary a pistol all the time surrounded 
by airline hosTgses. -

You were tel limg me about th i s .one orphan,,ge run by this nun who kept 
the toys on the shelf unless when visitors came and who chain the ch'.ldren 
which seems off hand like a very cruel thing, but was necessary because 
some were retarded so retar ded and dangerous to themselves and you 
couldn't reach them and the area ar ound them was dang-erous to them. 
What ha -o-pened to the poelple i n the or-ohanp:e. The nun and she arl.d other 
or.~ and foreign nun org tried to paun off the ill the sick too old 
children peo le didn't want to adopt, the non-acceptable mixtures, 
black, princ i ple black and Vi et ton to y~u so that they wouldn~t have 

the ex-oense of burying people they wouldn t have the almost impossib1e 
nbolemn of getting those mi xtures that we h e not accent Able a donted 
whichwas unlikelv· that the~ c ould do it. Al~o~ou told me that there 
was very l i ttle ·adoption of these mixtur;3s or· p1 ·re vietmnq111ese 
orphans by the vi et people bee,, use their people was a fam~ly culture and 
the-v Eefused to accept adoption as part of their soc i et i al l~vin~. 
Bls~ they put s ome of these ch i ldren out wi th fam i lies to give them 
environm~nt of touching where the~'d g et feeling, honefully loving and 
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