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The generous couples who became new parents are to be admired
and emulated. There is much to consider in raising a child

in today's society. Having one's own child is merely complying
with nature. Taking some one elses child has to be a "walk

with God."

~

= L gl
fqua#*’The sign-in sheets containing the hundreds of

o ’%«W .
Continental Volunteer'ssignaturesfégre,péagervedniq>ah/ﬁd%6}ed,

; : L AL
LP¥39€X§“%S?¢¥Da\b®b*S° It was my intent to inelude éﬂémﬂafiw

at the end of this book, but in the interest of those whO‘e,Xpressed the
desire to keep it a private matter, I honored their wishes. I think_
it was-always the intent of the-agency-involved to-formally
thankall those th@t made a\gontributidnnto Qggration BabyI}ft,

—~— e p % = A
but I do not think. the opportunity availed- itself. )I would like

.
: . ; C v Dpileuplind /5K 7)
to think this book is a tribute to each and every one of you. /

7y 1l e I
] ) - . . g - . N R /
,ﬁftJ Many of the individuals interviewed for this book told me ¢-0. 4

(\\\J
their stories, then requested anonymity. It is as if they have \

\
\
imposed some kind of a silence about "Operation Babylift" upon

\
\v

2 themselves. How I wished they allowed me to reveal their name
?Lzzﬁ/the historical record. _—s
Most of the Vietnam Veterans mentioned in the chapters are
making it somehow. I have seen their eyes get misty when they
talk about the war. It is apparent that they cherish the
camaraderie they experienced in that far away place. Some never

found it again, not even in marriage.



Women generally prefer not to draw attetnion to their age. But, éth:;

wd0
Doollttlé Raider's Reunion at the Air Force Academy, I sat next to a Coors

Vice-president who recognized a discrepancy and who was curious about my
involvement with a group of young World War II buffs. Categorically, I
had to admit that I was the senior member of the AIH (in years, that is), then
proceeded to relate how I reluctantly got involved by filling in at one of
the parades. Further, I confided that my first event left me overwhelmed
with emotion; the result of countless salutes and blown kisses from the
sidewalk, présumably from veterans who related to a Red Cross girl somewhere,
sometime, some place far away.

By doing what we do, Living History, it is almost impossible to escape
the emotion, nor is there a measurement of the impact we have on others by
resurfacing dormant memories.

To appreciate the feelings of nostalgia we evoke, you would have had
to have been in the ballroom the night of the Raider's reunion. Robin and
Robert Clybourne drifted on to an empty dancefloor as the academy band, %
dressed in khaki-clad uniforms, dominated the room withGlennMiller's W"Jﬁ
sorg. Robin appeared in a grey striped forties suit, embellished with a large
brim hat, reminiscent of something Katharine Hepburn would have worn. Robert Lwé&

¢ o CUEAAL )
/L“ lixe oould have been a Ralder of long ago, inhi Ea/s -ee Siga ib?r
LUl — > D & 2t (CM /&M—

s i3 wag as if no one wanted to
break the magic, For the many onlookers who lived the war years, it was

another time, another place; 4«




liberals, who had long been vocal in the antiwar movement,

were also unenthusiastic about the Vietnamese refugees.

Senator George McGovern declared: " I think the Vietnamese are
better off in Vietnam, including the orphans." He was joined

by countless other individuals and agencies who regarded the

/
airlift the same way.* é7Z€ﬁ4L©4“‘L¢Q = J$/>3¢47

22 2L P, AU § s@f
For the next-couple of years after the end of the war,

Ll%awsuits against FCVN, FFAC/and other adoption agencies who

functioned in Vietnam, hit the courts. Civil liberties groups
demanded the return of these children to their natural parents,
even though they had previously signed documents relinquishing
them. Some of the children who were awarded back to their

natural parents neither recognized, or wanted to return to them.

They were taken from judges chambers screaming for their American

mothers. Hearts were broken on both sides of the courtrooms,
until the matter settled to dust with the passing of time; the
children grew in age and the issue resolved itself.

None of the adoption agencies involved in the lawsuits
were ever compensated by either the natural parents, or the
civil liberties groups, for their role in the rescue, care or
the expenses of the child. Litigation was also costly.

FFAC disbanded shortly after Operation Babylift ended.
FCVN, as a redesignated agency, continues to this day as a
Denver adoption service, re-locating unwanted, abandoned

children from the corners of the world.

39 3.



Continental went on to become one of the more success-
oriented facilities in the area. An innovative program was
developed that produced phenomenal results in returning
psychiatric/geriatric clients back to the community despite
unsurmountable odds. Research teams were impressed to the
point they declared the program important enough to be
?88%%?%}88?' Then, the report was filed in the bottom drawer of
a state agency. It is not uncommon for the bureaucracy to

\ /I

criticize something as being too far ahead of the times, since

it finds change difficult, if not impossible, within itself

P
égéﬂhnabigéiefore’ as _an. ncy unable to adapt and grasp new ideas.

Crearc /1 (Asre (/(,L /Z%:///o( M,{a M»;WM
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Several of the other agencies that functioned in Vietnam have % ‘:&
also continued to place foreign children for adoption as well as %z “h
to provide support for Vietnamese refugees. There is a need to :fji
document and analyze the relationship between those agencies and % >
the government and to explore what worked and what didn't work }:
in Vietnam. An attempt to research the millions of papers on o w‘
file that exist in Washington will be an ambitious effort within E j§
itself. \5%‘ %
Continental Care Center, the building that made a home for N {5
600 orphans in Denver, opened in June 1975. as scheduled, despite i <£
last minute efforts by health officials to padlock it for "con- }t g

tamination." The ac%psation disintegrated when results of
multi-culture tests proved negative. It was an indication of

things to come, whenjg’e stigma of "Operatlon Babyllft" emerged

/%(fﬂ;

o’
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o Lo Leandte. (Porevonst i
time and time again during surveys and’admlnlstratlve confllcfi%;?v

Contlnental went on tO\become/one of the more innevative ";‘, 7
. i’t/ i wt [Pt WE 2

success—orlented facilities in the area. rod ced“phenomenal

results in returnlng clients back to the communlty despite
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us usually "too far behind the times." -7 -

"Taking on €ity hall™ reamihs to be one of those "inequities" o

unsurmountable odds. Nﬁwfngies iR hea{thCEfé”WE?E‘TﬁTI’H‘Eed C\§
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that attracted the attentlon of Yesearc teams, who declared the i kﬁ”

program important enough to be documented.\\Then, the report was \% N
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of a free society. It just isn't done singlehandedly. .....
unless you are a John Wayne...or an EdlDaly.

During the years follow1ngp§Lbyi;¥t, many of the orphans
and their new parents visited the center. Perhaps it was an
attempt to retrace the past, since Continental represents the
first memory of America for many of them. It is in all of us...
to go back and look for the remains of what is gone. It's a
warm place..... that "going home" again.

Each sprlng,‘along about _April, one of the physicians who

zftwé [ ,"'¢E1zfim<f LW144EUW

was 1nvolved 1n would appear unannouned. Engulfed

in private thoughts, he would saunter the halls of the second
floor and then leave just as inconspicuously. Doctors have
emotions too.

Somebody scratched my name in the sidewalk. I am pleased
1t dg sEill thexe.

The building has since changed names and ownership several
times. Efforts to get a commemorative plaque on its cornerstone
have not been successful. I don't understand the indifference.
Humanity was served twice here in the same century. The site
possesses great Denver history. (ja P;&LL}“J}M$£iz

Discouraged with the system,and the haggling with 45,000
regulations, I left Continental in November 1977. I should
have taken a much-needed vacation instead.

From time to time the lives of the orphans and refugees
continued to draw interest. Many have achieved outstanding

recognition and have mastered complicated subjects. Several

have graduated from military academies with henors. A national
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spelling bee champion was a refugee who, until a few years ago,
could speak no English. Tim Buchanan, the first adoptee who
arrived in Denver in 1968, graduated from high school and went
on with his life as an "average American boy."

There were some who were not as lucky. Many never adapted
to their new environment and continu?d to be psychologically
unretrievable victims of war-éﬁﬁ;réﬁéinjasnéiiggﬁg in the social

service system. Some committed suicide.

Even though many Amerasian children were brought to America

U 4"(',; e

under Babylift, many more remained in the country of their birth,
destined to live out their lives in poverty.

Occasionally the éméyﬁ;&§n issue would resurface in the
media to tug at the hearts of Americans who left children there.
In a land that considers racial purity imperative, the mixed
blood children would be treated with discrimination and destined
for a lifetime of half—wonderingwﬁﬁ;wthey areoaﬁdrv&qr1ﬂmﬁr%éé;

‘ﬁéze. They are the innocent victims of the whole tragedy of
Vietnam. There is no foreseeable change in their future.

Congress enventually passed legislation allowing Amerasian
children to enter the United States under the sponsorship of
their natural fathers. Too few benefitted from the law and
their reunions were both awkward and heartbreaking. Hurried

or inept explanations were made to American families who were

not aware of their existence.
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The Amerasian children not reclaimed must spend a
lifetime wondering who their fathers were. They have only to
look into a reflection to be reminded of the drama they
are living.

Most Vietnamese refugees made the transition into American
life and heads no longer turn with curiosity. We are, after all,
the melting pot of the world; they are just one of the crowd.

uﬁuﬁﬂdll' kGl
Yet, one can't help but pen&er if they must-~fee¥ a sense of
loss or displacement in a country so geographically different
than the one of their geeﬁinf. There is a longing for hgﬁe’in
all of us.

To date(a multitude of subjects regarding Vietnam still
appear in the papers, though they are now on a lesser page.

Agent orange surfaces, the never-ending quest for the MIA's
and the occaional family reunion is seen in a tearful picture.
s all there to remind us there was a war.

»%ﬁs ‘occas;onaliy read of veterans returning . Most

recently, in a humanitarian effort to curtail further tragedy,
some veterans returned to clear a mine field they had placed
years earlier. There is some healing.

Lockheed Aircraft Corporation was sued for their part in
the C5A Galaxy crash, in which 172 orphans and escorts perished.
The settlements dipped into miliions and took eleven years to

clear the courts.
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Eighteen years after the end of the war, Vietnam is not
much better off. A third of the children in Ho Chi Minh City
can't afford to go to school. City resources are being severely
strained by an alarming population explosion of 70,000 more
mouths to feed each year. The villages and hamlets are not much

better.

Poverty, polio, tuberculosis and a miltitude of disease

A7

continue to oy o o Vietnam. The Communists do not
seem to have the great plan for a better country. The presence
of Americans and even the cruel war may have been the best of
times after all.
As for the real heroes in the saga of "Operation Babylift,"
those tens of thousands of volunteers, whether in Denver, San
Francisco, Boston or hometown USA, all is quiet.
The deed lives on.
Those in the field in Vietnam, who gathered up the human
discards and transported them to America, began what was necessary.
But it was not all that was required, there was indeed much, much
more. Individuals around the world gave their time, their money
and of themselves. Then, quietly and without fanfare, they
returned to the lives they enjoyed before the moment in history. S
A MddonviA < trriltlid
The generous couples who became new parents are heroces—toee.
There is much to consider in raising a child: in today's society.
Having one's own child isvéghsideredégjﬁéiﬁéwith nature. Taking

some one elses child has to be a "walk with God."
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/7' Sign-in sheets, contining the names of hundreds of

[4 ' ) =

o LA a\ LN ‘
volunteers has been preserved in a very honored place/ Many
of the individuals interviewed for this book told me their
stories, then requested anonymity. How I wished they allowed

A

me to éiace their name in the historical record. Most of the

/
/

Vietnam Veterans mentioned in the chapters are making it somehow.

Their eyes get misty when they talk about the war. It is obwvious . |

o
b g

that they cherish the camaraderie they experienced in that far e

v
away place. Some never found it again, not even in marriage. %i %
:Zzzzizg P etriy sUrenl Car Cta
S —the-civilian volunteers never £ewnd their lives
LA ,}’ 1'“—1‘-‘“%‘2;"_ e (P g St 41&&;& . ~
sy again either.
f -~ Cherrie Clark went to India to open "The Mission of Hope,"
{ }i;//énd dedicated herself to sheltering unwanted children of that
country. S

e Ross Meador's search for the meaning of it all took on a

{lx//f new challenge as he graduated from law school in Berkley and

f = is currently with an international law firm in Korea.
Dr. Ted Gleichman, plagued with health problems, continued
} ;le his medical practice until 1988, when he passed away. HIs last

wishes reflected his concern for humanity; he donated his body to

a medical school.
Ed Daly of World Airways also departed after a lingering
" illness. His pilots Healy and Keating remained with the airline
industry in California and affirm, "It's too bad you never met

him....he was one of a kindl™



400.

Nor did Daly's generosity to aid the orphans cease after
Babylift. He frequently provided airline passes to other

orphans and families in transit. s 8
"4'-’}'” & \ SV 'é;
2 s

Mike LeClaire, the marine who found a .mew aweremess in
human suffering in Vietnam, is with a Denver television network.

Doctors Ted Ning and Richard Flanagan are in private
/g enatenr

practice in theﬁ&ﬁh;%h:ﬂrTny'and have stayed-close~to~their..
, o

,444,.—4—@‘

;amd” continue thelr involvement in easing

the suffering of the less fortunate. ™ L“A‘ g
it
Esther Hahn and Minnie Smith are both "retired," if'/there
is such a term for those dedicated to giving to others.

As for myself, I continued as a healtcare administrator .
dé;wwa

o ba, Anﬁ%ﬁw
for several more years, at ane@hé; fa0111ty, and found

bi~Aieh M

as—frustrating to implement change in-a system severely lacking
detl Uat A {ﬂWzﬁdo/é}’ lothetls .

in creativity and progress. Every good fighter knows when to
lay down his gloves.

I looked for another challenge and found it after meet%ng
Dr. Cliffoxd Benhett énﬁ:ﬁisgcbhragecus-wifE7 Pauligg. TEZ?QZ;’/
convinced me that "Operation Babylift" needed to be told and
that~rather{iﬁ;; a lot of logistics‘ﬂ%hgmhhméglgggz would be
a greater contrlbutlon I have ?aken a shot at a beginning.
Rosemary Taylor, Ross Meador, Father Oliver and those who
served in the field have their own stories, but the pain may

run deep. I don't know if they can ever share those sorrows

with anyone but God.
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eeds a voice also. How the

2

Vietnamese people themselves viewed Operation Babylift and (V<"

o
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their concerns ! for the loss thousands of children needs to

The other side-

be ‘documented.

£ « Aal £

R oL 4 \ .
<1132§?‘éttempt to -put the other-side o
174

’&bll applleq forkentrance into Vletﬂ;;D

received preliminary

approval from Han01./ Ross Meador, Stewart Jacoby, Mike LeClair
l

and my son Rob were all prepared to accompany me back into
{ /‘WT Wt (U Lt vy T G 5 T
v' the devastated country. Within the same time frame several

N vJ/nmjor television networks submitted requests to film a
JV documentary depicting "ten years after the war."

!
Competlng w1th the cdrporate structure was "no contest"

and mylz
mb
It was dead in the water.

I did, however, get to meet Tran Trong Khanh, Press
Secretary to the Permanent Mission of the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam to the United Nations. It was a meeting filled with
intrigue as well as an exchange of concerns.

A three hour chat, conducted beneath a dominating picture
of Ho Chi Minh and the NVA flag, demonstrated another characteristic

?A,wéhﬁ:j

of a free society. It could only happen in America. Our " wqidk—

/
-

. = g

dggggggiaa revealed that the new government of Vietnam viewed
"Operation Babylift" as a humanitarian gesture. Further consensus

was, that without a doubt, it saved many lives.
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I came away from the meeting with the distinct impression that
the new Vietnamese Government was somewhat appreciative it
happened, even though they did not have the veracity to publicly
state as much. But for those who know the Vietnamese character
or motive, they are very much a fiercly independent people,

therefore, without comment.

I didn't know I could like a Communist sincF I had never

met one before. But I liked Khanh.
ﬂ‘ r. l“"

At the conclusion of our meeting, we retraced my -clandestine—

g ' ’LchL},L l/’}/
¢ entrance through locked peephole do rs, clicklng machlnes and

A + i

el v
elevators to different levels. It was pretty heady'g;uﬁﬁ.

Khanh carried my suitcase to the deserted street below
and placed me safely into a cab. But not before kissing me on

the cheek and thanklng me for comlng S pite svupsbased U 4
AR { \ A A

We exchanged notes andrcails and’some of the ceavefsatlons

. |
‘—"ﬁ.'

-were regarding ways to resolve the MIA issue. His country, too,

had many unaccounted lost men. I relayed the substance of our

/‘

discussion to the White House along with some eﬁhsbﬁuetzze
suggestions and received a stock file response. "It was being

handled effectively." The MIA issue still remalns unresolved.
]‘iilg \j"'vl L&
The mixed reviews regarding the documentarles was perceived

as a dlsapp01ntment by Khanh. I wished they had let me go
B "' J}/[\ E O I, ¢1~é:¢fué¢« (fd“z& (//M(“ b
instead. ’Dpergtlop BaByilft"would have been a better focus and

o “404ﬂ1 .
may havey@é&V1ded a‘morempredgctlve tool for-understanding.

Sometimes simple solutions , by ordinary peopl vgbcomplish more

e 45#

than all the strategy the big boys can conjure. - %A /”(Q7{

._;;/Z,,/.//t 7’\// e //L/ 2/9 /{/% v 7(,( (o/{céw ;
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W' desire to meet the challenges.
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My "almost" getting into Vietnam (before the crowd) was

written off as one of those things I missed in life. I have been

known to have had a few along the way.bﬁi’wa%'nevé ‘

To dateﬁseveral thousand books have been written about
the Vietnam War and there must be as many more on typewriters,
e
somewhere. They are all needed to document thisf:;;skgﬂour
history, for the story is not yet complete.

As for "Operation Babylift," deo not-look-for this book-to

‘be a balanced account of-the history of the Vietnam War. For

-~ those-who -want-a more scholarly piece, you-must 100K elsewhere.

I have ond¥ attempted to open the door on a subject that to date
has had minimal exposure...only a paragraph here, a sentence
there in the history books. It is hardly enough to have the t/

/)"

Vietnam will be forgotten unless the 1njust1ce is reverberatedLm ”M ib
""- PR SOy £ (f‘f‘. (
It may be too late already. What we are w1tne551ng in the

lasting impact it deserves. What happened to the children of

abandonment, destruction and starvation of children in many
parts of the world today indicates that the job of rescuing
the young is far from over. It may never be over. We must
remain alert for the cries and wimpers.

At this very moment many international agencies are in

¢

»:hose war-ravaged countries trying to mga;taln | :e?g%ecious
lives within their own environment. _Thoée-dhildren must be
treasured, like a gem....protected for safe keeping....until the

bigger kids have settled their squabbles and life becomes tolerable

again.
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The /wealth of %”country are its children. They are its
very future, a new garden just sprouting. To stomp on the new
growth, or send them away forever is within itself an act

of destruction. We have been good at that for centuries, but

A

PAREA W

£hé futufe we are destroying is our'd%n.

The war in Vietnam, the war we couldn't win has become
the war we can't forget. The scars of the people of this nation
are not yet healed from this era in our history. Witness to
this is the outpouring of grief at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C. The names inscribed on the wall represent
the lost 77 tomorrows that will never come. The Veteran's
have their place to méurn. I wish there could be a memorial for
the children too.

There is a greater lesson we can learn here...

"With the birth of each child comes the message that God

has not yet tired of man...." Rabindranath Tagore.

Herein lies a new hope. Our own.

#hHHHH

In memory of the lost children of Vientam, please make a small

contribution to an international children's fund./-a

-

-The author
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Not all Americans were receptive or enthused with the influx of Vietnamese

to the United States. Groups of residents in communities around the country

gathered to complain about the refugees. A Gallup pole revealed that an
dispossessed
astonishing 54% of Americans thought that the should be resettled---

somewhere else. There was a predominent fear that the new arrivals would

quickly join the welfare rolls and compete with out-of-work Americans for
been
scarce jobs. Congressional liberals, who had long vocal in the antiwar

movement, were unenthusiastic about the Vietnamese refugees.* Sen. George
McGovern declared: "I think the Vietnamese are better off in Vietnam,
including the orphans.” XZt PP 2»«/»-1—«4 /‘?/ Ctesmiiloae>
O ., tiihents 3 uy gl LA
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The American soldiers called it everything from Dodge City to
Dogpatch. It became a garrison town, overflowing with refugees, whores,
pimps, blackmarketeers and armed soldiers. Military Police patrolling the
city were charged with keeping the Americans out of serious trouble. The
center of the Buddhist uprising occurred at both Danang and Hue with
more plot, revolts, riots and demonstrations than any other c1ty in Vietnam.

/é/(_(,o( Lﬁlfﬁz&(,m«, Lept L //7:3,14( Lneelt £ /z///zzupdz/r/y dtcupent Cfby Atk
All this had changed now and it was being abandoned to the Viet Cong.

There was an incredible turn of events andsRa

m the populace was
fleeing the city. There was no effort for its defense.

The few volu;l/t},eer and government agencies that were still in Danang
made immediate plans for evacuation. CARE had an emergency program to
feed the refugees with 30,000 bags of rice in a warehouse. But chaos
overtook the city so quickly that the relief workers couldn't get their
program started and had to abandon it. Albert Francis, the U.S. Consul
General sent out his 80 man staff on a special flight along with other
Americans and Europeans.

Before it appeared that Danang itself was threatened the U.S. embassy

L Mo & 4O 107 ¥ ﬁz//‘/“«/g Lo
had planned an airlift of refugees =-ealkdede for about a quarter of
a million people using jumbo jets. It didn't happen.

World Airways came onto the scene<onZFhtiksday to evacuate Vietnamese employees
and other U.S. agencies who were to have priority on the flights but
most were blocked by military police at the air base gates. Instead,
crudely forged copies of the priority passes were being black marketed at

high prices on the streets.

P R e e ,zz/@@/wazé(
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The American soldiers called it everything from Dodge City to

Dogpatch. It became a garrison town, overflowing with refugees, whores,
pimps, blackmarketeers and armed soldiers. Military Police patrolling the
city were charged with keeping the Americans out of serious trouble. The
center of the Buddhist uprising occurred at both Danang and Hue with
more plot, revolts, riots and demonstrations than any other city in Vietnam.
After the Americans left in 1973, the South Vietnamese Army occupied the area.

This had all changed now and it was being abandoned to the Viet Cong.
There was an incredible. turn of events and the populace was fleeing the city.

There was no effort to make a stand for its defense.

The American volunteer and government agencies that were still in Danang
made immediate plans for evacuation. CARE had an emergency program to feed
the refugees with 30,000 bags of rice in a warehouse. But chaos overtook

the city so quickly that the relief workers couldn't get their program

started and had to abandon it. Albert Francis, the U.S. consul-general

most
sent out/his 80 man staff on a special flight along with other Americans

and Europeans.
: + T
/ b% before it appeared that Danang itself was threatened, the U.S.

i embassy had planned an airlift of refugees, beginning with 40,000 on

\ chartered flights and expanding to a quarter of a million people using

\

\\‘.jumbo jets. It didn't happen. a3
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To understand what kind of man Daly was and grasp why he was using his
personal wealth to fly orphans from war-ravaged South Vietnam €o-give—them—a-
new lease on life in the United States,you would have to examine his

role as a humanitarian. It was the one that deeply penetrated his soul.

f)qbt,éy Z o Daly sent 5,000 disadvantaged children to the circus each year

/

and threw in $2 pocket money for each child for popcorn and goodies. He

also was the guy who gathered up 1,000 children each christmas and sent them
to the Oakland Sympany to hear the Nutcracke# Suite. And when he heard that
a home for young county wards did not have swimming facilities, he built them

B R e } A
N ‘ i~
a swimming pool{ It wasn't publicized what hf—ffgggﬂH%Zﬁggngd from Irish

ancestry and a veteran of World War II, Daly was a feisty ex-boxer who

was traditionally angered into action by the presence of oppression,
starvation and human suffering. His eyes were on the "sparrows" of
Vietnam on this dark April night. He was determined to help the cast-off

children of the war ravaged nation.

Ko g fipd <0G 2 —
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Saigon's mood during the last weeks of the war did not compel unity.

Each Vietnamese seemed to be concerned only with his own personal fate, for
at no time was there a sense of rallying around the government, to make a stand
against the dreaded (%mmunist take over. Nor was there any surge of support
from volunteers or agéncies to prepare for the sick and wounded, to collect
medical supplies, blood, water, food or train people to man aid stations that
were also absent. There were no swarms of civilian volunteers to build

. . : : NyT1pBLY, .
barricades, anti tank ditches, or fill sandbags. &ré WAS no leadership to

make demands for these necessities, to appeal for a common effort for survival.

The exodus of officials was like an avalanche.
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Early in March of 1975 the North Vietnamese units launched strong
probes into the north. Quang Tri quickly fell to the Communits and Hue,
the historical and cultural heart of the county, the seat of the Vietnamese
emporers, also was overtaken by the NVA.

Thieu vascillated back and forth about what areas in the highlands
must be defended, then ambigquity persisted and it was too late. He ordered
the Airbornne Division back to Saigon. The Marines too were ordered back
and given permission to evacuate their families. Without the Marines the
provinces could not be defended; the civilians left with them and
moved toward Danang.

Danang was choked with refugees fleeing the northern cities. Thousands
swarmed the streets for refuge, among them were thousands of soldiers lost
from their units, frightened and disoriented.

During the sixties
Danang figured prominently in Vietnam over the years. The northern

was a major logistic bse for the U.S. buildup and

heme of o Mgf§ﬁe battallons. Its big airbase and port housed more
American soldiers than any other Vietnames city.
Before the war it possessed some sxotic charm with the French influence,

which was still in evidence in the Fench colonial buildings and
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Danaug -had figured prominently

n Vietnam over the years.
The northern\city had once been minated by the/ m

troops, but wit

take over the area.
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Danang and Daly managed to get the
7 i Hucnde
last refugee/ﬂhzgyin and out
abandoned to th ‘Viet Cong.

thé/g{ty before it was
that the Danang episode had something to with their

troops were evacuatimy
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ce of the opposition ég)bLS‘iif
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he w more sure than ever

attitu dﬁk in the faaé/Gf the babylift emergéncy.
To put it simply, USAID and the U.S. Embassy thought

Daly was '"getting too big for his britches." !
& ne
Instead of lauding him for his performance his com-

& < actrond )

passion, they considered him an embarrassment. [£ counter-
manded their policy of "doing nothing." ‘ﬁj@@/{pg\ygr
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Outraged USAID officials eersidereé¢ the Danang escapade an "outrageously
irrgsponsible and harebrained act of bravaiafhw»/ly and his crew defended

their actions as a "humanltarlan ." Which ever it was, it almost cost
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//// Just a few days earlier, against U. S. Govermnment

~approval, Daly ordered a Boeing 727 into the northern outpost

/
g

4
to collect hundreds of refugees who were attempting to flee
o

the besieged city. There appeared to be little/{nterest on
the part of thé American or the South Vietnayése officials

to initiate a mass evacuation effort from Danang, and for

LAk A L5 ,(1(‘,'-(/ t [, wJ A~ & (J/’{K/eé Ao /J.

all practical purposes an escape route was left/fer each in-

PO oy =

dividual to determine for himself. LonJecture pa;ats toward
the inevitable fall of Vietnam and /as to whether the officials
deemed—dit—a futile :attempt. Saigen would be lost in a matter
of days or a month, ana they may have surmised that more

refugees in the southern city would only add to the chaos al-

L

\ X
ready mounting. Daly was' apparently concerned with lives, not

military strategy or thefeffect of more refugees in the cityg,

Uil

A{It wak\\_ eﬁ to éxivz/\\§€b{Jeﬁb\ljau\/ﬁT{v/ﬁﬁigﬁﬁb\to '\\_
| tmm/}b{&ﬂwww e mﬁ\}"\

V%\g%pv/(lee everyone, Daly was Just as surprised  that.
( :

AL ULY,

Vietnam fell so qulckly during the last months. It was beyond 5
\V4
belief that V1etnam could fall with so much American aid and

: . ‘»:S;/rd/\,(, CA fﬂ\\,, AL Ll(‘_]. O = s\/l,é L#
support. / 3

~<The evacuation flights from Danang had begun unsuspiciously,

as routine flights. Refugees were flown to either Saigon or

v Hay Hrug - A Hume DAanvAG o Zoal/

to(Nah Trang, South Vietnam's second largest city on the coan7ﬂuzx§¢

S \ —L

just north of Can Ranh Bay. A total of‘ten trips were made
between March 24,»25thuand 26th. But, onlthe 27th an abrupt

y ‘,\
change took place when passengers, after an‘'orderly boarding,
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The evacuation flights from Danang/h/aa begun unsuspiciously, “as routine
-

flights. Refugees were flown to eithér Saingon or Nha Trax?/ a large city on the

coast just north of Can Ranh Bay. /A total o\f ten trips fiere made between March 24th

/

and 26th. But, on the 27th an abrupt change|took pl9c§e when passengers, after an

orderly boarding (continued /néxt page) 5 __-_-/i__>7
/ e
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Days before the complete collapse of/public order in Danang, World

Airways was chartered to make 20 flights to evacuate U.S. agency personnel

the first flight appeared,.meeélwefe 9

e air base gates. Instead, crudely forged

and Vietnamese employees. But wh
blocked by military police at
copies of the priority passeg were being black marketed at high prices on

the streets.

Al Francis, the counsul-gengfal proposed to Col. Gavin McCurty, the air
attache, that U.S. military felicopters stationed in Thailand be assigned
to the evacuation of his feople. The request to 7th Air Force Headquarters
was turned down, thus Yeaving the only air exit to the World Airways
chartered flights.

In spite of efforts made by Francis te get Vietnamese officials to get
control of the air base, the second flight was mobbed, leaving Francis and
World Airway vice president Charles Pa£terson wrestling refugees to close
the pland s doors. Francis again apéealed to the 7th Air Force in Thailand
for the helicopter evacuation or ﬁér a couple of C-130 transports. That
request too was denied. The reagon given was that using American military
forces in Vietnam was a matter /of extreme sensitivity and would skirt both

U.S. law and the Paris agreement. %ﬁﬁfﬂ

Several norelgttempts were ne&ky% precarious as the previous one@~-,
7"#5[/ . / i :

ahen Francis called a halt to Daly's flights.
But Daly had othex 1deas.
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USAID and Embassy officials were outraged over the Danang escapade

and called it an "outrageously irresponsible and harebrained act of

bravado." Daly and his crew firmly defended their actions as a "humanitarian

gesture." Which ever the case, it almost cost them their lives. Qnstead

of lauding Daly for his performance and his compassion, they considered him

an embarrassment; his actions countermanded their policy of "doing nothing."
But every war has its movers and shakers. Ed Daly was one of them.

As the old adage goes, "it isn't over until it's over."

Daly had to do something, and he did.
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Ei‘rly in March of 1975 the North Vietnamese units launched strong
probes into the north. Quang Tri quickly fell to the Communists and Hue,
the historical and cultural heart of the country, the seat of the Vietnamese
emporers, also was overtaken by the NVA.
President Thieu vascillated back a@forth about what areas in the
highlands must ‘be‘r defended, Q‘;nmlbiguity persisted %’a\ it was too late.
He ordered the\}A\xj}‘Mr‘:\r'me Division(u%“am\'déméigon. PhewMaxipeS—toosmexc
m and given permission to evacuate their families. Without the¥l.
’;Mthe norther provinces could not be defended; the civilians M M
wi&%%%%&%im : /
P& 7&:&%&05}/”]‘3@% %oked wi refugees. Thousands swarmed the streets for

Ndg of’soldiers lost from their units, armed,

refuge, among them were

frightened and disoriented.

Danang figured prominently in Vietnam over the years. During the
sixties it was a major logistic base for the U.S. buildup and home of tv;o
U.S. Marine battalions. Its big airbase and port housed more American

soldiers than any other Vietnamese city.

overflowing with refugees, whores,

’ C k

city were i i
charged with keeping the Americans out of serious trouble

plot, revolts,
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Before the war it possessed some . exotic charm with the French influence,

which\was still in evidence in the French colonial buildings and wrought

ies. The whitewashed stucco houses were covered with bougainvillaea
and they cluskered in quiet settings of narrow streets, shaded by palm and
Built on a penlnsula with plcturesque mountains to the west,

tamarind trees.

it was a portrait of serenlﬁ%) One cbulé?3551ly doubt there was a war going

on in another sector of the country.

'”’”'—_75;;5 had all changed now it Danang was being abandoned to the Viet Cong. \\
There was an incredible turn of eventslgﬂﬁ’the populace wWae fleeing &7
,Qi§§ﬁﬂﬁg{effort‘ﬁgsxgging made to make'a stand for its defense.

Before it appeared that Danang itself was threatened, the U.S. embassy had

planned to airlift refugees flowing into the city from Hue, beginning with

40,000 on chartered flights and expanding to a quarter of a million people

using jumbo jets. It didn'f happen.

A few days before the complete collapse of public order in Danang,
World Airways was chartered to make 20 flights to evacuate U.S. agency
personnel and Vietnamese employees. But when the flights;égagégéd, the
passengers were blocked by military police at the air base gates. Instead,

crudely forged copies of the priority passes were being black marketed at

high prices on the streets.

e ——
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five northern pr 1nceS\' The city was swollen by a million refugees, tripling

its normal pdpﬁlatlon in a matter of days. 'The final chapter of the government's

/
rout from the north

6%” “N¢~$§ap ie-order. ) The real
source of trouble was not the civilians, but a 100,000 marauding ARVN soldiers
who were both armed and drunk. They roamed the streets robbing and killing people
relentlessly, looting homes and shooting wildly and littering the streets with
burning vehicles. There appeared to be little interest on the part of the
American or the South Vietnamese officials to intervene or to initiate a mass
evacuation effort of the refugees from Danang, and for all practical purposes
each individual was left to find an escape route.

Viet Cong troops in civilian clothes moved into the city on loudspeaker
trucks attempting to restore order, but in the three days between the beginning
of the disorders and the fall of the city, tens of thousands of panicky refugees

swarmed aboard any evacuation armada they could reach.

Just a few day ea yifigkf?égﬁggwgns. Government approval, Daly ordered a

Boe1ng«727 ifito Q%ﬁamththe country\s/Néqg~g/i;rgest gzby/éﬁa\heééﬁuarters for the



In spite of efforts made by Francis to get Vietnamese officials to

el

take control of the air base, the following flights by Worxdd Airways 3%

ou ML(_W . - > -
also mobbed, leaving Francis and World Airways vice president Charles

;
Patterson wrestling refugees from the/gil:aa?fwasly so that they could close
the - door. Francis again appealed to the 7th Air Force in Thailand
for the helicopter evacuation or for a couple of C-130 transports. That
request too was denied. The reason given was that using American military
forces in Vietnam was a matter of extreme sensitivity and would skirt both
U.S. law and the Paris agreement.

Severc?l more evacuation attempts were made by World Airways, each

in

resulting/the same loss of mob control.
g
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disembarked when they learned that &ah/Irang not balgons

,g’hmi"{lﬁ‘ {/’11/ % ((\&((#\ gw(/”‘
not overtaken by

e

was the destination. Since @aH’Trang w

the communists, there was nothing to” account for this action.
- 7~
e o
- /

The refugees may have sensed th/fall of all of Vietnam was

/
o

inevitable and opted for thgfﬁost southerly destination. ‘The
plane remained on the rgné;y all that day without passengers
since no one wanted pdﬁboard. By early evening)the crowd
build—u; reachedﬂeﬁérmous proportions and gunfiring throngs,
held back by the heavy chain-linked fence, were fighting to
board WOrld‘; 727, regardless of the destination, just that
it was aﬁay from Danang;

/2'5 Through the 28th of March the crowd control around the
Danang airport!E;Eeriorated/%rogressivelyjas rioting efi@bted
among the refugees:themselvégiaﬁﬁfQeople were injured and

trampled to death. Fearing the seburity problem would en-
—ﬁ‘u"f ("/&y'V
danger the plane and\evacuation efforts, Daly met throughout

¢

the night with every U.S. and South Vietnamese official he
AL ;L‘U/‘#v’

could reach) aad who'he thought might assist with the crisis.

) ¢ Hoor ., 1.0 4
They—wouldn'tyorcouldn't; help. Iy T &LV wonlel re
u n ) ) P é,&'rlf‘\tg(:»" ﬁci .1*: (P .
e |
., Angry and tired, Daly's decision had taken._d course to
Qalqi S40~

a definite point. B
P&

o)
"To hell with th5§é people (the authorities). They may

not care about these refugees, but I do! And we're going to

move them just as damn long as we Ca?éLVwﬂud“&at/
: &anangbd ;\(f/ een theM rjthed : "
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<7 v Francis called a halt to World Airways flights. ——

. But Daly had other ideas.

On Saturday, March 29th Daly ordered his Boeing 727 back to Danang

without clearance from the U.S. embassy.

>D-a].y was concerned with lives, not military strategy or the effect of more \

refugees swarming to the southerly most cities. (;f’tt/he’lg’l.d\gdage’bf/”l;t/ﬂspr'ﬁ;/
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