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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 23, 1975

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Thank you for your letter of March 20, 1975, inviting
the United States of America to send a delegation to
take part in Soviet observations marking the 30th
Anniversary of the restoration of peace in Europe,.

The American people have the deepest respect for the
contributions and sacrifices made by the Soviet Union
in the course of the Second World War, Our countries
experienced the agonies of war as allies, The anni-
versary of our wartime cooperation is another reminder
of the need to work together to maintain the peace. It

is in this spirit that I am pleased to accept your invita-
tion to send a delegation to the Moscow commemorative
ceremonies. -

I have asked one of our most distinguished Americans,
W. Averell Harriman, to lead the U.S, delegation. His
long connection with the Soviet Union and his wartime
service in Moscow as our Ambassador symbolize the
significance of this anniversary.

I share your belief that our participation in these commem-
orative ceremonies will contribute further to the develop-
ment of mutual understanding between our countries,

Wﬁ god

His Excellency
N. Podgorny

Chairman of the Presidium T ok
of the USSR Supreme Soviet ;f 2 o
Moscow i S -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 1999
WASHINGTON
-CONEIDENTIAL/NODIS ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Henry A, Kissinger ﬁ/\

SUBJECT: Reply to Chairman Podgorny

On March 20, Chairman Podgorny wrote (at Tab B) to inform you of
plans for observation of the 30th anniversary of V-E Day in the Soviet
Union, Podgorny stated that a ceremony will be held in Moscow on
May 8 and invited you to send an official delegation representing the
United States.

With your approval, I have asked Averell Harriman to lead our delegation
to the V~.E Day celebration in Moscow and he has accepted., As

wartime U.S, ambassador in Moscow, he is a particularly appropriate
choice.

The reply for your signature to Podgorny at Tab A would note the
contributions and sacrifices made by the Soviet Union in World War II,
point out that the anniversary of our wartime cooperation is another
reminder of the need to work together to maintain the peace, and accept
the invitation to send a delegation to Moscow. The reply would name
Harriman as head of the U,S, delegation.

Your letter to Chairman Podgorny has been cleared with Paul Theis,

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A,

-CONFIDENTIAL/NODIS

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12358, SEC. 3.5

NSC HEMO, 11/24/98, STATE SPT. GUIDELINES
BYL_  NARA, DRTE 3/ 10/ 04



MEMORANDUM s

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 1999

-CONFIDENTIAL /NODIS ACTION
April 2, 1975

—in T J

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER
FROM: Mr. Clift -@L’

SUBJECT: Reply to Chairman Podgorny on V-E
Day Celebrations

On March 20, Chairman Podgorny wrote the President (at Tab B)

to inform him of plans for observation of the 30th anniversary of V-E
Day in the USSR. Podgorny stated that a commemorative ceremony
will be held in Moscow on May 8 and invited an official delegation from
the United States to participate,

You have suggested ~= and the President has approved =« that Averell
Harriman lead the U,S. delegation. Harriman has accepted, and has
asked for the last word in selecting the other members of the delegation,
State notes that depending on the level at which our allies are represented,
the President may wish to designate Harriman as his Special Representa=
tive for this trip. In view of the importance of this occasion to the
Soviets, I believe it would be appropriate and advisable for him to be so
designated regardless of the level of the other participants,

The memorandum for your signature to the President at Tab I would
forward a reply to Chairman Podgorny (at Tab A). The President's
letter would note the contributions and sacrifices made by the Soviet
Union in World War II, point out that the anniversary of our wartime
cooperation is another reminder of the need to work together to maintain
the peace, and accept the invitation to send a delegation to Moscow. It
would name Mr, Harriman as head of the U, S, delegation,

The President's reply has been cleared with Paul Theis,
RECOMMENDATION
That you sign the letter at Tab L

~CONFIDENTIAL/NODIS DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12058, SEC. 3.5

NSC MEMO, 11/24/98, STATE DEPT. GUIDELINES
BY_.m_. e NARA mu,b.a#o‘/
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MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GEINLERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Response to Soviet Invitation to
Send US Delegation to Soviet
V-E Day Celebrations

Attached is a draft reply for the President's
signature responding to Soviet Chief of State
Podgorny's invitation to gsend a delegation to the
Soviet V-E Day celebrations.

. Averell Harriman has agreed to the Secretary's
suggestion that he lead the US delegation.
Harriman told Mr. Sonnenfeldt that he would like
to have the last word in selecting the other members
of his delegation.

We will be informing NATO and our overseas
posts of the Soviet invitation and our intention
to send Harriman. Depending on the level at which
our allies are represented, the President may
wish to designate Harriman as his Special Repre-
sentative for purposes of this trip.

George S. Springsteen
Executive Secretary

L ng
EUR/sov:RB::jy:é
X 29559 3-21-75 -~

Clearance:EUR: AAHartman
: C:Mr.Sonnenfeldt
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Suggested Reply

Dear Mr. Chairman:

vThank you for your letter of March 20, 1975
inviting the United States of America to send a
delegation to take part in Soviet observations
marking the 30th Anniversary of the restoration
of peace in Europe.

The American people have the deepest respect
for the contributions and sacrifices made by the
Soviet Union in the course of the Second World War.
Our countries.experienced the agonies of war as
allies. The anniversary of our wartime cooperation
is another reminder of the need to work together to
maintain the peace. It is in this spirit that I am
pleased to accept your invitation to send a delegation

to the Moscow commemorative ceremonies.

His Excellency,
N. Podgorny,
Chairman of the Presidium,
of the USSR Supreme Soviet,
Moscow.
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One of our most distinguished Americans,
W. Averell Harriman, has agreed to lead the US
delegation. His long connection with the Soviet
Union and his wartime service in Moscow as our
Ambassador symbolize the significance of this
anniversary. |

I share your belief that our participation

T s T TR M

in these commemorative ceremonies will contribute )

further to the development of mutual under- :
standing between our countries.

Sincerely,

3

Gerald R. Ford &
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: ‘}_"I_arch 20, 1975

. Dear lMr.Presgsident:

' Thisg year in the Soviet Union, in the namz of an
active struggle for lasting peace and security of
. peoples,. there will be a wide-scale observation of the
. 30-th anniversary of the Soviet people's victory in the
| . Greet Patriotic War of 1941-1945. The 30-th anniversary
.. - of the victory is not only a nation-wide holiday of the
.. Soviet Union but 2lso our common holiday with the peoples
‘of' states-members of the antihitlerite coalition wro made
a great contribution fto the common historic victoxry o '
the forces of aggression and e#slavement of peoples., In
- commemoration of the an~iVersary, a ceremonial m=e{in"
will be held in koscow on May 8, 1975, and a numbbr of
_other events will also take place. -

R ce >

I have the honor to invite an OfflClal delegatlon
 ~of the USA consisting of 3 to 5 persons to come to the
. Soviet Union for the celebration of the 30~th anniverse-
. . xy of the victory. The American guestS'participatin~ in
L the ceremonial meeting and othex events will be accordec
- “;due hospluallty and attentlon. . f;;z;;;;,'f'.!'.w;‘

1o
[ ]

I

Hls Excellency
Gérald R.Ford
President of the United

States of America o DmmAymmm :ﬂ'i *;;;fgf., oo
The %White House . ‘ - E.0O. 12958, Sec. . )
: . - . “Staie Dept. Gurdeimu
Washington, D.C. By _NARA, Date 5_/_“#91
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Anericae.
Moscow
The Kremlin

VWie believe that the visit of

to our country on the occasion of
celebrations will promote further

2,

the US delegation
the- anniversary
developament of

mutual understanding and friendship between the
peoples of the Soviet Union and the United States of

-Sincerely,

N Podvorny,

Chalrman of the Presgidiunm
of the USSR Supreme Soviel
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Clife _—
N For your review prioe to dispatch.

I will be sending this to State for further

forwarding to Podgorny unless otherwise instructed.

%




- = ‘m‘
DOC

SC CORRESPONDENCE PROFIL T 23 T TN Y paon
' ; Z17 1Z1] 731750/ 999 7[f“

4 T ¥ L
ﬂp&am A/ REFERENCE: CIRCLE AS APPROPRIATE
(2.

M: KISSINGER, H s/s

. TO: PRES UNCLAS LOG IN/OUT

KISSINGER ( coLBY, W OTHER LoOuU NO FORN

- S (rooid)
SCOWCROFTL SCHLESINGER, J ( ; [of ) EYES ONLY EXDIS
- s

5

DAVIS ST EX SEC CODEWORD

SENSITIVE

/g/v’ﬂme/ 2 USSR ppriloles — T M_&
/Q/&Wj@ﬁ—\— b5 Sopeet V-E Da@(«/ cz/&é@%

S (§75—

A\ SOURCE/CLASS/DESCRIPTION

| |

INTERNAL ROUTING AND DISTRIBYT/ON

REC | ACTION REQUIRED

e | LcTION INF v
ADVANCE CYS TO HA)%COWCROP/ FOR MEMO FOR HAK + v v v o o v vt e e oe e e eene s ( )
STAFF SECRETARY e V MEMO FOR PRES .+ « v vt vt s v v e eeeevsonn s ( % )
FAR EAST REPLY FOR . )
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA APPROPRIATE ACTION . . . . . . i i v h v m oo v ( )
MID EAST / NO. AFRICA / SO. ASIA ) MEMO. L T ( )

EUROPE / CANADA RECOMMENDATIONS

LATIN AMERIC A JOINT MEMO . . . . . ot s i e s e e e s e e e e e e a (— )

REFER TO

UNITED NATIONS

ECONOMIC ANY ACTION NECESSARY?. . ...

CONCURRENCE. . . . . . v v 0t h s it e e v e e { —— )

4‘/ [2—

COMMENTS (INCL DING SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS)

iNE dGENcE 4 N %b‘v@ /(30 ﬁLD W

2 o

S&QSEQUE’NT ACTION REQUIRED /O?TTAKEN): CY TO

s U & fidoenn, (5 )
2 )

SCIENTIFIC

PROGRAM ANALYSIS DUE DATE:

NSC PLANNING

CONGRESSIONAL

DISTRIBUTION/INITIAL ACTION ASGMT

OCEAME)POLICY

L
FroM

DATE

-
Y/ra

(25 ¢
/

Q|-

SUBSEQUENT ROUTING/ACTIONS

A\

E DISPATCH \'//A" ,')xb\" 5’ (‘)7\&
2 | cY raMTs: see aBpVE PLUS:
NOTIFY & DATE BY
.“2' SPECIAL DISPOSITION:
e CRT ID: SA SF
@ | cross ReF w/ \r oPEN HP NS
Y | suspENsE cY ATTACHED: !\ FOLDER: CLOSE WH EP -
Z [N ooy
, NBC-74-21 S—
533.147




MEMORANDUM THE PRESITENT HAS SEEN. .oz

THE WHITE HOUSE 3326

WASHINGTON

INFORMATION

June 10, 197
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT X)/R/
FROM: Brent Scowcroft @

SUBJECT: Message From Chairman Nikolas Podgorny

Nikolas Podgorny, Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet,
has sent you the following message extending sympathy to the victims
of the Idaho dam disaster:

"Moscow
June 8, 1976

"Dear Mr, President:

""In the name of the Soviet people, I express deep
sympathy on the occasion of the disaster that has
struck the population of the State of Idaho as the
result of the breaking of the Teton Dam which has
led to lossof life and great material damage.

"Please convey our heartfelt sympathy to the families
of the deceased and all those who have suffered.

Respectfully,
N. Podgorny"
Chairman Podgorny's message parallels the expression of sympathy

you sent him last May following the earthquake disaster in Soviet
Central Asia (Tab A)., No reply is necessary.



Text of Your Message

May 17, 1976

Dear Chairman Podgorny:
I wish to extend to the Soviet peoples our sincere and deep
sympathy for victims of the earthquake disaster in Soviet

Central Asia,

Sincerely,

Gerald R. Ford



MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 3326

ACTION
June 8, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR BRE/NY’éCOWiCROF

FROM;: Mr, Clift /ﬁé—_‘

SUBJECT: Message From Chairman Nikolas Podgorny
Chairman Podgorny has sent the President a message of sympathy
on the occasion of the Idaho dam disaster.

The memorandum for your signature at Tab I would forward the text
of Chairman Podgorny's message, together with the comment that
it parallels his own expression of sympathy on the occasion of the
earthquake in Soviet Central Asia last May.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum for the President at Tab I.

gt gl 17
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THE WHITE HOUSE ¢ Vs

WASHINGTON
6/8/76 of
TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT
o ™y

V704

Robert D, Linder
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