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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 27, 1975 

Your Majesty: 

On behalf of the people of the United States of America, 
it gives me great pleasure to extend to you and to the 
Duke of Edinburgh a cordial invitation to make a State 
Visit to the United States on July 7 to 11, 1976, on the 
occasion of our 200th anniversary celebrations. 

Your visit, I know, will serve to underscore the very 
close ties of friendship which unite our peoples. There 
could be no more fitting observance of this friendship 
on this iniportant occasion ti-.a.a.n a visit by Your ~ ... 1~jcsty 
and we would be honored by your acceptance. 

Sincerely, 

Her Majesty 
Queea~.II 

London 

• 
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I~ Digitized from Box 5 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

TOElizabeth II 

FROM:Pres Ford 

DATE:May 27, 1975 

CLASSIFICATION 

GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Date: Ma 1975 

SUBJECT:Invitation for State Visit 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-~DRAFT REPLY FOR: PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE ------WHITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATUR 
OTHER -- -------------~ 

---'DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY ----
XXX DISPATCH 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS --
TRANSLATION --

-~APPROPRIATE HANDLING 

__ INFORMATION 

-~FOR ADDITIONAL PROCESSING AS INDICATED =-------t 

DUE DATE: 
URGENT. ____ _ 
ROUTINE 

COMMENTS: _________________________________________________________ ~ 

CLASSIFICATION 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

ACTION 

May 27, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Henry A. Kissinger ~ 
Invitation to Queen Elizabeth for a State Visit 
in 1976 

3601 

The British have informed us that our proposed dates of July 7 .. ll, 1976, 
have been accepted by Buckingham Palace as convenient for a State Visit 
by Queen Elizabeth to the United States for the Bicentennial. For the 
Queen to accept officially, a formal invitation is required. 

The letter for your signature to Her Majesty at Tab A would formally 
extend an invitation to Que.en Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh to 
visit the United States from July 7 - 11, 1976. It would also state that 
the visit will serve to underscore the very close ties of friendship which 
unite our peoples. 

Your letter has been cleared with Paul Theis. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

• 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRET Y KISSIN" GER 

FROM: Mr. ~ 

ACTION 
May 24, 1975 

SUBJECT: Invitation to Queen Elizabeth to Make State 
Visit 

3601 

The British have informed us that our proposed dates of July 7 - 11, 1976, 
have been accepted by Buckingham Palace as convenient for a State Visit 
by Queen Elizabeth to the United States for the Bicentennial. 

The memorandum for your signature to the President at Tab I would 
inform the President of the Queen's choice of these dates and would 
forward for his signature a letter formally extending an invitation to 
Her Majesty and the Duke of Edinburgh. 

The President's letter has been cleared with Paul Theis. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

ADMIN"ISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

• 

,./ 



7510364 ) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 3 (:, {)/ 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 23, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Invitation to Queen Elizabeth 

We have learned from the British Embassy that the 
dates July 7-11, 1976, have been suggested by Buckingham 
Palace as convenient for a State Visit by Her Majesty to 
the United States for the Bicentennial. A draft Letter 
of Invitation to Her Majesty is attached. 

Attachment 

~rA.t:. ~r:-
George S. Springsteen '"L 
Executive Secretary 

Draft Letter of Invitation 

• 
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DRAFT LETTER OF INVITATION 

Your Majesty: 

In a little more than a year it will be 

since it became necessary for our people "to 

political bonds" which connected them to yours an "to as­
/ 

sume among the Powers of the Earth, the separat~ and equal 

station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God 

entitle them ••• " We celebrate this great event mindful that 

the liberty to which we gave expression in the Declaration 

of Independence was based on principles of human freedom 

which had been planted, nurtured, and brought to fruition 

in Britain, the land to which so many of our first citizens 

traced their origins. I 
United as we were by ties of kinship, as well as by a 

I 
common devotion to these Prfinciples, it was surely inevitable 

I 
that we should have evofved from the bitterest of opponents /. n \$,A/.(. \NTY\1) ~,_L 
to the strongest of friends and allies. I- can think of no 

more fitting obser~fnce of this friendship than a visit by 

Your Majesty on the occasion of our 200th birthday. On be­
/ 

half of the pe9ple of the United States of America, I extend 

I 
I 

Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II, 
I 

/ London. 

/ 

• 

• ! _, 

' ) 



- 2 -

to Your Majesty and to the Duke of Edinburgh a cordia in­
/ 

vitation to join us on July 7 to 11, 1976, in cele~ation 
I 

of our Bicentennial. 

Respectfully you~s, 

Gerald R. Ford 

• 
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MEMORANDUM 438'1 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
INFORMATION 

June 26, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ~ 

FROM: Henry A. Kissinger ( ~ 

SUBJECT: Queen Elizabeth II Accepts State Visit Invitation 

Under cover of a letter from the British Ambassador (Tab B), Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has sent you the letter at Tab A in which 
she .accepts the invitation you extended to her and the Duke of Edinburgh 
to pay a State Visit to the United States during July 7 - 11, 1976. 

The visit will be announced simultaneously at Buckingham Palance and 
the White House on Friday, June 27 at 10:00 a.m. (EDT). This 
memorandum is to inform you of Queen Elizabeth ll 1s acceptance. 

' .. 

·' ~ 

• 
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~CTIQN 
Juae as. 1915 

MEMOBANDU i"OR SECl\ETJ\RY ISSIN G£R 

Jl\OM: Mr. llft ' 

su.eJ&cT~ 

The ltlformatiou merno.ran4um tor J'OW!' •i&ature to tbe Prealdeat at Ta.b I 
ould fwward Queeu EUzabethUI'• letter of J'ue 19 la which •ke &c:cepte 

th Preatdeat ~. bwita.tioa to P'f a State Via it to the lilted tatea dU~>ln& 
J ty 7 • It, 1916 .. 

The Bridah JJld lUte to aJmOmu:e tbe •i•lt oa FrldaJ• JUAe 1.7. 1915 at 
10:00 -..m. :S T aimulta.tu~oualy at BucJdqham Palace aud the hit• Houae 
<Embaaar note at Tab IU). 'the am:a.o11acemeru allti related Q • aacl A 1 • at 
Tab 11 b&Ye be• Jltl'41J*I'&d lw thl.a JNI'poee. 

Flullf• I w 1a reeommea4 tbat J e&DDe .avt. fOI'W&r4 a eopy o! Q~c 
i:Uzabet!a u•a letter l accept& ce tot Departmeat ot State for the iafor· 
tra tioll ol. Pl'otoeol aa..t tb• EV<9U eau. The emol"&&lclam at T•b lV 
wo'tll4 do thla. 

RECOMUENDAT10N 

2. 'That 'fO'l approYe the &DAOWlCement teat aAd Q•a a d '&at TabU f\JJ' 

Mr•. Vancterily• '• further aetioo with on eaae-ll. 

APPROVE._ ________ _ 
PROVE AS REVJSED ----

l. Tlaat JeaJ:tu •1• •lp the ~nem.01'&11dum to State &I Tab IV Iorwardloa 
.. copy oi Qc:>eeft otbabetllll'• tetter. 

ADCUft:gw:6/1S/75 

• 



tb Prea d t1 has tnvlted Ho.r l J at ue tt Uubeth It a d he D k• 
of E<liabur to pa.y a State Vl•lt to the 'lhsU d Stat a :f~om ty 7 .. .1, 197&. 
dudaa t e lc:it t"' tal Yu~. d the viaLi n ha• ec. acce:pt d it 
, .teaa.,.re .. 

ae Pri c •• lh:ab.eth 1 Octo r 31 ... Novem er z. 19 ... 

~ ls lher a!lythlng t· ~thel' that 10 c&n annouo.co l t r gar t !o .. elau 
rtictpatio in. th• i.c:•aten::d.&l 

• 



l.JMITED Ofli<;M\J;. !JSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

I 

Georges. Spri.ngateert 
Ex•cutive Secree&l'y 
Department of State 

Queen Elizabeth ll'• Slat~ Vlalt 

The attaehed copy o! a letter from lier Majeety Queen EUzabeth 

4381 

n to tho Prealdent la forwarded !!.»r the i.atonna.tion of the Department 
ot S.taae. A •lmultaneou• a~moo.ncan:1eat ot th• vl•U will be made by 
Bucklngbac:n Palace and tho White Hovae on Friday, luue 2.1. 1975 
at \0:00 a.m. EDT. 

• 

J .eanne W. l)ayla 
Sta!f Secretary 

' ) 



WINDSOR CASTLE 

(J~ D,. PM(LcJJ 19th June , 1975 . 

I 

Thank you for your letter of 27th May 
inviting me and my husband to pay a State Visit 
to the United States from 7th to 11th July, 1976, 
on the occasion of your country's Bicentennial 
celebrations. We were delighted to receive this 
kind invitation which we gladly accept. 

--

We look forward with pleasure to meeting 
you and Mrs. Ford and, with happy memories of 
previous visits to the United States 7 welcome the 
opportunity to see more of your country and the 
American people. I am confident that our visit 
will help to strengthen the ties of friendship 
between our two countries. 

With cordial good wishes. 

The Honourable Gerald R. Ford, 
President of the United States of America . 

• 



The President 
The White House 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

25 June 1975 

At the command of Her Majesty, The Queen I have great 

pleasure in forwarding Her Majesty's reply in regard to Her 

State Visit to the United States in July 1976. 

I<> ........ " .r .. .:.. ~ -5 
I ~ I< ... -6 .11.c.._, 

(Peter Ramsbotham) 

• 



Mr Denis Clift 
Room 368 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
3100 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008 

Telephone: (202) 462-1340 

25 June 1975 

Old Executive Office Building 
Washington DC 

3~v'J:>~s. 
I am sending down with ·this letter The Queen's reply to the 
President's invitation with a covering letter from Sir Peter 
Ramsbotham to the President. 

As I told you on the telephone, Buckingham Palace would like to 
make an announcement as soon as possible after delivery. Perhaps 
Friday the 27th at 10.00 am in Washington and 3.00 pm in London 
(local time} would be a good time: The suggested terms for the 
announcement by Buckingham Palace are: 

"The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh have accepted the 
invitation of the President to pay a State Visit to the 
United States from 7 to 11 July, 1976, during the 
American Bi-centennial Year." 

I will be grateful if you could let me know whether the time 
and the date suggested are agreeable to the White House. 

• 

D Walker 
Acting Private Secretary to 
Her Majesty's Ambassador 
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(clftkz·~) 

I was delighted to receive your letter conveyed to me 

by Ambassador Armstrong when she presented her credentials at 

Buckingham Palace on 17 March, 1976. Her presence at the Court 

of St. James's is warmly welcomed by me and my Government and 

I feel sure that her stay in my country will be a happy and valuable 

one in strengthening the friendly relations which already exist between 

our two countries. 

Thank you for your kind remarks about our forthcoming 

visit to the United States. The Duke of Edinburgh and I are grateful 

for t 1·:c arrangements which are being made to enable us to participate 

in the American bicentennial in such an agreeable way. 

We 
...:· 

• 



We look forward with the greatest pleasure to our 

visit and to meeting you and Mrs. Ford on our arrival in Washingto;n 
" 

on 7 July, 1976. 

I 
! 

Buckingham Palace, 

5 April, 1976. \ 
To 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford, 

President of the United States of America . 

• 4&1 .JAl¥ ~ _ _." ' s . ;a 4 *-' a o;;_gqp._ . _p_ A44-A ".-#& _ .. Ct.M a '·-41WPM¥Q I .. J J . . ,., ¢4 .. __ $'-.§?' Q_, 4 OJ JLJ-,- _2._ i.AQ &I. !445. 
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MEMORANDUM 'Th~ PR1BSIDIJ:~-fT II;\_3 SEE1'l .•• ~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

INFORMATION 
May 10, 1976 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT r:b 

2321 

SUBJECT: Correspondence from Queen Elizabeth II 

Queen Elizabeth II has sent a letter (at Tab A) in response to your 
letter conveyed by Ambassador Armstrong when she presented her 
credentials at Buckingham Palace on March 17. Her Majesty welcomes 
Ambassador Armstrong and expresses certainty that her stay will be a 
happy and valuable one in strengthening friendly relations between the 
two countries. The Queen thanks you for your kind remarks about her 
forthcoming visit to the United States and expresses gratitude for the 
arrangements being made to enable her and the Duke of Edinburgh to 
participate in the American Bicentennial. She states that they look 
forward with the greatest pleasure to meeting you and Mrs. Ford in 
Washington on July 7. 

Inasmuch as the Queen is responding to your letter, no further reply on 
your part is necessary. 

"("'.• ·-

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

• 

'• t IJ r 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

4/20/76 

TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

I I ( 

Rob~der 

• 



; \ .· 
; \ :..__ 

I was delighted to receive your letter conveyed to me 

by Ambassador Armstrong when she presented her credentials at 

Buckingham Palace on 17 March, 1976. Her presence at the Court 

of St. James's is warmly welcomed by me and my Government and 

I feel sure that her stay in my country will be a happy and valuable 

one in strengthening the friendly relations which already exist between 

our two countries. 

Thank you for your kind remarks about our forthcoming 

visit to the United States. The Duke of Edinburgh and I are grateful 

for the arrangements which are being made to enable us to participate 

in the American bicentennial in such an agreeable way. 

We 

• 



We lobk forward with the greatest pleasure to our 

visit and to meeting you and Mrs. Ford on our arrival in Washington 

on 7 July, 1976. 

Buckingham Palace, 

5 April, 1976. 

To 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford, 

President of the United States of America. 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Clift 

ACTION 
April 21, 1976 

Letter to President from Queen Elizabeth II 

Queen Elizabeth II has sent the President a letter (at Tab A) in 
response to his letter conveyed by Ambassador Armstrong when 
she presented her credentials at Buckingham Palace on March 17. 
The memorandum for your signature to the President at Tab I 
would forward the Queen 1 s letter, together with a brief summary. 

Inasmuch as the Queen is responding to the President's earlier 
letter, no reply would seem necessary. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

• 

.=c 
I'll 



MEMORANDUM 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION 
Ap±ll ll, 1976 -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Brent Scow croft 

SUBJECT: Correspondence from Queen Elizabeth II 

Queen Elizabeth II has sent a letter (at Tab A) in response to your 
letter conveyed by Ambassador Armstrong when she presented her 
credentials at Buckingham Palace on March 17. Her Majesty welcomes 
Ambassador Armstrong and expresses certainty that her stay will be a 
happy and valuable one in strengthening friendly relations between the 
two countries. The Queen thanks you for your kind remarks about her 
forthcoming visit to the United States and expresses gratitude for the 
arrangements being made to enable her and the Duke of Edinburgh to 
participate in the American Bicentennial. She states that they look 
forward with the greatest pleasure to meeting you and Mrs. Ford in 
Washington on July 7. 

Inasmuch as the Queen is responding to your letter, no further reply 
on your part welM:e 1!1 eCin fteces sary. 

" 
~ 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

• 

2321 

~ \ ··~ 
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MEMORANDU 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ADMINISTRATI ELY 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

FROM: Brent Scowcroft 

SUBJECT: orrespondence from Queen Elizabeth II 

Queen Elizabeth II has sen a letter (at Tab A) in response to your 
letter conveyed by Ambass dar Armstrong when she presented her 
credentials at Buckingham lace on March 17. Her Majesty welcomes 
Ambassador Armstrong and presses certainty that her stay will be a 
happy and valuable one in stre gthening friendly relations between the 
two countries. The Qeen thank you for your kind remarks about her 
forthcoming visit to the United ates and expresses gratitude for the 
arrangements being made to ena e her and the Duke of Edinburgh to 
participate in the American Bicen ennial. She states that they look 
forward with the greatest pleasure to meeting you and Mrs. Ford in 
Washington on July 7. 

Inasmuch as the Queen is responding o your letter, no further reply 
on your part would seem necessary. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

• 

2321 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

SUBJECT: Correspondence from. Queen Elizabeth U 

Queen Elizabeth U has sent a letter (at Tab A) in response to your 
letter conveyed by Ambassador Armstrong when she presented her 
credentials at Buckingham Palace on .March 17. Her Majesty welcomes 
Ambassador Armstrong and expresses certainty that her stay will be a 
happy and valuable one in strengthening friendly relations between the 
two countries.. The Queen thanks you for your kind retnarks about her 
forthcoming visit to the United States and expresses gratitude for the 
arrangements being made to enable her and the Duke of Edinburgh to 
participate in the American Bicentennial. She states that they look 
forward with the greatest pleasure to meeting you and Mrs. Ford in 
Washington on July 7 .. 

Inasmuch as the Queen is responding to your letter, no further reply on 
your part is necessary. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

Revised:BS:nm:S/ 9/76 

• 
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