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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 27, 1975

Dear Mr. President:

I deeply appreciated your invitation of last September
for a visit to Indonesia. It was regretfully not possible
for me to accept at the time.

I definitely look forward to visiting your great country,

however, and to the opportunity to understand your
culture and your people better., I want to see with my
own eyes the outstanding progress that you have made in
Indonesia., But Iask your indulgence because my _
schedule will not permit me to make the trip in the near
futore.

Since our two countries share many common interests,
and since we face a number of challenges that we could
very usefully discuss, would it be possible for you to
visit the United States at a time convenient to you? I
would hope that we could meet here some time this year
to exchange views on matters of common concern and
on the general world situation.

Sincerely,
His Excellency - /,»"' ";Oﬁb';
General Suharto : R / ‘:“ ..
President of the » P2 é
Repubdblic of Indonesia - P g
Jakarta NG %
S
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MEMORANDUM
' 971
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
ACTION
February 27, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
!
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER J{\
SUBJECT: Proposed Letter from You to

Indonesian President Suharto
Inviting Him for a State Visit

At Tab A is a draft letter from you to President Suharto inviting him
to make the state visit here, which you have already approved in
principle for some time this year.

Our Ambassador has already extended the invitation on your behalf,
However, I recommend that we also extend the invitation in a personal
letter since this personal touch would help improve our relations with
Indonesia as well as the spirit of the visit.

As to the timing of the visit, it would seem best to do it just before
or after President Suharto's visit to Canada this summer. We will
be discussing this orally with the Indonesians and do not need to make
any mention of it in the letter.

The draft letter of invitation has been coordinated with Mr. Paul Theis'
office,

RECOMMENDA TION:

That you sign the draft letter to President Suharto at Tab A,

DECLASSIFIED
E.0. 12357, 5EC. 38
NSO MEMOD, 11724108, STATE DEPT. GUIDELINES

By.fde __ NaRa, DATE 3la/of
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VIA LDX

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

. CONFIDENTRL/NODIS February 27, 1975
Attachments

MEMORANDUM FOR:
Mr. George S. Springsteen
Executive Secretary
Department of State
SUBJECT: Telegram to Jakarta

on Suharto Visit

Will you please dispatch the attached telegram this evening.

CONFIBENTIAL/NODIS
Attachments

g
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GCONFIDENTEIAL/NODIS

MESSAGE FOR: AMEMBASSY, JAKARTA

FROM: | STATE

'SUBJECT: | U.S. VISIT FOR PRESIDENT SUHARTO

REF: JAKARTA 2386
| /M Hepra TE

1. Please deliver to Minister Sudharmono the following letter from

President Ford for President Suharto:

Begin Quote: Dear Mr. President:
I deeply appreciated your invitation of last September for a visit to
Indonesia. It was regretfully not possible for me to accept at the

time.

I definitely look forward to visiting your great country, however, and
to the opportunity to understand your culture and your people better.
I want to see with my own eyes the outstanding progress that you have
made iﬁ Indonesia. But I ask your indulgence because my schedule

will not permit me to make the trip in the near future.

Since our two countries share many common interests, and since we
face a number of challenges that we could very usefully discuss,
would it be possible for you to visit the United States at a time

convenient to you? I would hope that we could meet here some time

DECLASSIFIED

&/ NODIS E.O. 12655, SEC. 35 ¥
NSC MEMO, 11/24198, STATE DEPT. GUIDELINES
BY_laly . NARA DATE gﬁfa’/ N
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~CONFIDENTEA/ NODIS , 2

this year to exchange views on matters of common concern and on the
general world situation. Sincerely, Gerald R. Ford End Text.

2. Please advise Minister Sudharmono we will review the President's
schedule to see what arrahgements might be most convenient for a
meeting between the two Presidents. In the meantime, we would
welcome such advance information as the Indonesians may have on

President Suharto's travel plans in June and July.

3. FYI. We appreciate your having taken the initiative to raise
President Ford's invitation with President Suharto before you received

[

this letter. ,

4. We will try to see whether arrangements outside Washington can
be made, but the President's schedule is \.rery heavy and we do not
see how a meeting outside Washi’ngton would save very much time for Suharto.
We had in mind asking Pre;ident Suharto to stop in Washington on

for a full state visit.
June 30 and July 1 or on July 7 and 8/ We could cut this schedule down
further and reduce the Wasﬁington time to such basics as an office
call and a working lunch or dinner., But one reason to have a Washing-
ton meeting would be the opportunity for ceremonial occasions such as
a state dinner that would, we should think, have a favorable impact in
Indonesia. -

5. In determining our position, we would appreciate your estimate

of the Indonesian reaction if it proves infeasible to have a meeting ' -_ 

-CONFIDENTIAL/NODIS ' o

AT e i RS 5 e peens R st U At 5 T
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SONEIDENTIAL/NODIS 3

outside Washi.ngton, as well as your evaluation of the purpose behind
President Suharto's suggestion for such a meefing.

6. You may draw as you wish on paragraph 4 above during your
conversation with Sudharmono if you think it would increase the
likelihood that Suharto would want to come to Washington, especially
if you believe that Suharto proposed another site because he did not

understand the nature of our invitation, End FYI,

NRYER

-GONEIDENTEAL, /NODIS

e o oy T T p—
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MEMORANDUM 9
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

=SSN IO PNGIAL, GDS

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: HENRY A, KISSINGER

SUBJECT: Proposed Letter from You to Indonesian
Presidgnt Suharto Inviting Him for a
State Nisit

At Tab A is a draft letter from you tg President Suharto inviting him
to make the state visit here, which Aou have already approved in
principle for some time this year/

Given our current problems with Indonesia, I recommend that you

extend the invitation in a pers¢nal letter, rather than verbally through
our Ambassador in Jakarta. /This more personal touch would be useful
in light of our severe cut infeconomic aid to Indonesia this year and
Indonesian doubts about oyt willingness to persist in Indochina. Our
major objective during hjs visit here will be to bolster his confidence

in our intentions towar Indonesia, and toward Southeast Asia generally.

As to the timing of th¢ visit, President Suharto plans a trip for next
summer to Western furope and then to Canada, I recommend that

we instruct our Ambassador in Jakarta to propose to Suharto verbally,
when he delivers your letter, that Suharto make his visit to the U. S.
just before or affer his visit to Canada, which is now tentatively
scheduled for Jaly 2-6, I believe his timing should be suggested
verbally, in oyder not to give Suharto the feeling that we are pressing
this particulaf time on him.

The draft lgtter of invitation has been coordinated with Mr. Paul Theis'
office.

—SONFIDENTIAL GDS
Y 3/5 /o
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RECOMMENDA TION:

That you sign the draft letter to President Suharto af’ Tab A.

That you approve Ambassador Newsom's propos

President Suharto make the visit here just bef
visit.

verbally that
e or after his Canadian

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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< CONIIDEINEFAT- 2

RECOMMENDA TION:

That you sign the draft letter to President Suharfo at Tab A.

That you approve Ambassador Newsom's pro oséﬁve*ba—l-lry that
President Suharto make the visit here just Wefore or after his Canadian
visit.

APPROVE SAPPROVE
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION/(971)

WASHINGTON

~-CODEEDENTLAL
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT,
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER
SUBJECT: Proposed Jetter from You to Indonesian

Presideny Suharto Inviting Him for a
State Visit

You will recall your earlier decisjon in principle to invite President
Suharto of Indonesia to make a Sfate visit to the U.S. At Tab A is
a draft letter from you to Rresydent Suharto which formally tenders
that invitation at a time to bg Mlecided later.

Given our current proble with Indonesia, I recommend that you
extend the invitation in a personel letter, rather than verbally through
our Ambassador in Jakgrta. This more personal touch would be
useful in light of our sévere cut iny economic aid to Indonesia this year
and Indonesian doubtg about our willingness to persist in Indochina.
Our major objective/ during his visi§ here will be to bolster his
confidence in our jhtentions towards\Indonesia, and toward Southeast
Asia generally.

As to the timing of the visit, President‘Suharto plans a trip for next
summer to Weéstern Europe and then to nada. I recommend that we
instruct our/Ambassador in Jakarta to propose to Suharto verbally,
when he defivers your letter, that Suharto make his visit to the U. S.
just beforg or after his visit to Canada, which is now tentatively
scheduled for July 2-6. I believe his timing s}){)uld be suggested
verbally, in order not to give Suharto the impre‘\sion that we are
pressiyg this particular time on him.

AN
AY
Y

The Araft letter of invitation has been coordinated with Mr. Theis'

offike. 3

3

\
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
SONPIDENEIAT, GDS ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR: - THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER
Vs
SUBJECT: Proposed Letter from’/;You to Indonesian

President Suharto Ihwtmg Him for a
State Visit ’
You will recall your earlier decision im pr1nc1p1e to invite President
Suharto of Indonesia to make a State, #isit to the U. S, this vear, At
Tab A is a draft letter from you to/ Pre sident Suharto which formally
tenders that invitation at a time 1;6 be decided later.,

Given our current problems W{th Indonesia, I recommend that you
extend the invitation in a personal letter, rather than verbally through
our Ambassador in Jakarta as would be customary. This more personal
touch would be useful 1n/«11gh1: of our severe cut in economic aid to
Indonesia this year and'Indonesian doubts about our willingness to
persist in Indochina, ” Our major objective during his visit here will

be to bolster his cqﬁfidence in our intentions towards Indonesia and
toward Southeast/(sia generally.

As to the timiné of the visit, President Suharto plans a trip for next
summer to Western Europe and then to Canada. I recommend that

we instruct our Ambassador in Jakarta to propose to Suharto verbally,
when he delivers your letter, that Suharto make his visit to the U, S,
just before or after his visit to Canada, which is now tentatively
scheduled for July 2-6, I believe his timing should be suggested
verbally, in order not to give Suharto the impression that we are
pressing this particular time on him,

The text has been coordinated with Paul Theis' office.

-—-G-QNF—IB-ENELA;& GDS

Uu( EXEY /o4
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CONFIBDENEIA L 2

RECOMMENDA TION

That you sign the draft letter to President Suharto at Tab A,

That you approve Ambassador Newsom's propos{iﬁg that President
Suharto make the visit here just before or after his Canadian visit.

APPROVE DISAPPROVE
/"fﬁ
f‘r’
yd
{f’
A‘fl 4
!‘j’
;j
/
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