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MEMORANDUM
7790-X
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SEGREF/SENSITIVE /GDS ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT @

SUBJECT: Cable from President Giscard d'Estaing
of France

President Giscard d'Estaing has sent you the message he received from
President Asad of Syria (Tab B), as he promised at Rambouillet he would
do.

Asad's cable to Giscard covers two major subjects; the Sinai Accord
and the situation in Lebanon. Asad takes his usual negative view of
Sinai as dividing the united Arab front, giving too much to Israel, and
ignoring the rights of the Palestinians. He notes that Syria believes it
necessary ''to deal with the two great powers without falling in the
political wake of one of them,' and says the Sinai Accord will polarize
the region. He further notes that the secret clauses relating to the
Sinai Accord reinforce Syria's conviction about the danger of the Accord,
show that the United States will continue to not recognize the PLO, and
reveal that the United States has tied its position on the Geneva Confer-
ence to the Israeli position.

On Lebanon, Asad despairs over the fratricidal killing and underscores
the importance of the cooperation of all friendly countries, and particu-
larly France, to dissuade Israel from attempting to exploit the present

situation in Lebanon.

Asad's views on the Sinai Accord are consistent with Syria's recent
demand for use of the United Nations Security Council rather than Geneva
as the forum for further peace talks, Syria's strong championing of the
Palestinians, the uncertainty which it has shown concerning renewal of
the UNDOF mandate, and the first terrorist incidents on the Golan since
the May, 1974 Syrian-Israeli Disengagement Agreement. As you know,
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Ambassador Murphy will be seeing President Asad soon to-reassure
him of our determination to maintain the momentum of the peace =
process, and encourage him to adopt a more helpful attitude,

At Tab A is a suggested reply from you to President Giscard thanking
him for his cooperation in providing us with this useful information.

The message does not attempt to answer the specific points made by
Asad, but instead is a general reaffirmation of our position on an overall
peace settlement as well as an expression of the concern (which we. share
with France) over the trag:.c, dangerous situation in Lebanon.

SEOGRET /SENSIT]".VE /GDS







via G-A-Bé!f‘&-E-;P LINE W }g_;\a}—/ & .
For: President Giscard d'Estaing December 22, 1975
Dear Mr, President:

I very much appreciate your sending me the October 30
message you received from President Asad of Syria, It is very useful
to me and to Secretary Kissinger to have the benefit of President Asad's
thinking as expressed to you,

As you know from our discussions at Rambouillet, I am deter-
mined to maintain momentum toward an eventual overall peace settlement
in the Middle East, one which will deal with all the issues involved.
Secretary Kissinger and I are aware of the importance of the role
which Syria as a nation and President Asad as its leader have for the
future of the Middle East and the success of efforts to help bring peace
to the region,

President Asad's letter to you presents his viewpoint and pro-
blems with great clarity.fhope that in time we will be able to convince
both sides on practical, effective means of moving ahead toward an
overall settlement based on Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338,
The climate of opinion in this country for such a settlement is becoming
increasingly more favorable, However, recent actions such as the
anti-Zionist resolution at the United Nations General Assembly and
the fedayeen attacks on the Golan front are disturbing because they

tend to reverse this favorable trend and create greater Israeli resistance
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to any further movement. I am sure you understand the difficulties
such developments create, and I trust that President Asad is aware
of this important factor,

Secretary Kissinger will be in touch with Minister Sauvagnargues
to keep you both abreast of our thinking with respect to the most
effective next steps in the Middle East.

Sincerely,

Gerald R. Ford









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 24, 1975
Bob Oakley

Brent reviewed the attached and believed
that the incomi ng ought to go to the
President. Over the weekend, to avoid
bothering you, Art House roughed out

a draft for your consideration (memo to
the President). Could you take a look
at it and make any changes you see fit
and send it back? Brent also said

that it would be OK to coordinate the
package on a close hold basis with Roy.
Perhaps you've already done this,

Many thanks R g
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MEMORANDUM ) 1z
NATIONAL SECURITY GOUNCIL

-SBGREL./SENSITIVE (GDS) ACTION
November 21, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY \W%
SUBJECT: Draft Reply from President

Ford to President Giscard

Attached at Tab A is a draft reply from President Ford to President
Giscard of France, thanking him for sending the letter from Syrian
President Asad which the two men discussed at Rambouillet (Tab B).

I have not tried to answer Asad's many points, but did inject a few

of our basic themes for the benefit of the French and made it clear
that we are interested in working with Asad if at all possible. This

is because it is likely something will filter back from Giscard to

Asad concerning his cornmunications with President Ford. I checked
the general line of the proposed reply with Roy Atherton, on a personal
basis,

Subject to GDS of E,O, 11652
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Year Intervals and Declassified
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MEMORANDUM C 3 Re-do Len
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL Al i
SEGRBE/SENSITIVE (GDS) ACTION
November 24, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT Tl >L ;
FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY Tob Y 1
e
/”"w,.f
SUBJECT: : Draft Reply from President 4

Ford to President Giscard

Attached at Tab I is a draft memo from you to President Ford,
attaching a draft reply from him to President Giscard of France,
thanking Giscard for sending the letter from Syrian President

Asad which the two men discussed at Rambouillet (Tab B). I have

not tried to answer Asad's many points, but did inject a few of our basic
themes for the benefit of the French and made it clear that we:are
interested in working with Asad if at all possible. This is because

it is likely something will filter back from Giscard to Asad concern-

ing his communications with President Ford. I have coordinated this
with Roy Atherton, on a personal basis.
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MEMORANDUM L ACTION

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SECRET/SENSITIVE/GDS

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT

SUBJECT: Cable from President Giscard d'Estaing

of France

President Giscard d!Estaing has sent you a-cable-{Fab-B}whieh-includes
& message to him from President Asad of Syria, President-Giscazs.

promised te-serd-thisto-syou at Ra,mbou111et1 \(r»iplé) oq A
e

L
President Asad's cable to Giscard cenceras two major sugjects; the

Middte-Fast-and-see Sinai Accord,/and the situation in Lebanon. Asad

takes his usual negative view of Sinai as dividing the united Arab front,
giving too much to Israel, and ignoring the rights of the Palestinians.

He notes that Syria believes it necessary ''to deal with the two great

powers without falling in the political wake of one of them, ' and says the
Sinai Accord will polarize the region. He further notes that the secret
clauses relating to the Sinai Accord reinforce Syria's conviction asbe cilppie
the danger of the Accord, show that the United States will continue to

not recogmze the PLO, and reveal that the United States has tied its

position een-eem-n-g the Geneva Conference to the Israeli position.

On Lebanon, Asad despairs over the fratricidal killing and underscores
the importance of the cooperation of all friendly countries and particularly
France to dissuade Israel from attempting to exploit the present situation
in Lebanon,

Asad's views on the Sinai Accord are consistent with Syria's recent
demand for use of the United Nations Security Council rather than Geneva
as the forum for further peace talks, Syria's strong championing of the
Palestinians, the uncertainty which it has shown concerning renewal of
the UNDOF mandate, and the first terrorist incidents on the Golan since
the May, 1974 Syrian-Israeli Disengagement Agreement. Folltowing-his~
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