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PARTICIPANTS: 

DATE AND TIME: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W,\SH!:\"(;TON 

President Ford 
Thomas S. Gates, Chief-Designate of 

U. S. Liaison Office in Peking 
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State 
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 

Friday, March 19, 1976 
10:10 - 10-25 a. rn. 

[A press session takes place first for the public announcement. Then 
the press leaves.] 

The President: The Ambassador issue is complicated. I can only grant 
it for six months. 

Gates: That would be fine. I gather it was in part because you plan some 
movement and want to signal the Chinese. 

Kissinger: They will interpret it that way. 

Scowcroft: It will be a sign of the importance we ascribe to them. 

The President: We do have to begin some rn~ment, perhaps in 1977. 
Bat we do have to bite the bullet sometime after the election. 

Kissinger: They are cold, pragmatic bastards. The President is right -­
we will have to move after the election. I would like to give Torn a letter 
either to Mao or Hua. Then we could have a verbatim report of what they 
say, to see if there are nuances of change. Nixon didn1 t record enough 
detail to be helpful. 

Gates: Hua may not have the confidence to make a policy statement. 

Kissinger: Even if he read.s it, it would be good. And I will give a lun.~ \BRJ11~ 
for you and invite the Chinese and put myself squarely behind you. I /,$J"' . ;.. 

I ,. 
could also have Bush and Bruce there. I '! i 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
1633 

WASHIN'3TON 

SECRET 

MEETING WITH THOMA:~ S. GATES 
CHIEF-DESIGNATE OF THE U.S. LIAI:)ON OFFICE IN PEKING 

Friday1 March 19, 197-6 
10:15 a.m. (30 Minutes) 
The Oval Office 

From: Brent Scowcroft~ 

I. PURPOSE 

To express your personal support for Mr. Gates in his new 
position as Chief of our PRC Liaison Office; to indicate your 
interest in this important post; and to signal to the Chinese 
Mr. Gates' personal access to you. 

II. BACKGROlND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS ARRANGEMENTS 

A. Background: Mr. Gates 1 who was Secretary of Defense 
during the last year of the Eisenhower Administration, 
recently accepted your offer to become Chief of the U.S. 
Liaison Office in Peking. He will replace George Bush, 
who held that post from October 1974 to December 1975. 

B. Participants: lvlr. Gates and Brent Scowcroft. 

C. Press Arrangements: Meeting to be announced. Press 
photo se9sion. 

III. TALKING POINTS 

1. I am extremely pleased that you have been able to accept 
this important assignment. You are doing your country a 
real service, and I personally appreciate it. 

2. You will be building on the work of two distinguished 
They found incumbents, David Bruce and George Bush. 

their stay in Peking to be quite fascinating; they helped to lay 

SECRET (GDS) DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, SEC. 3.5 
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SECRET 2 

the groundwork for a relationship with the Chinese that 
is still rather fragile, but exceptionally important to our 
overall foreign policy._ 

3. You will be going to Peking at a time when the Chinese internal 
political scene is unstable. Apparently the death of Premier 
Chou En-lai touched off a succession struggle. Brent 
Scowcroft and his staff, and the other governmental agencies, 
will give you our best assessment of the internal situation 
before you go. But we will look to your mission to provide 
us your own assessment of what is going on in their internal 
political scene, and its implications for our relations with 
the Chinese. Chairman Mao, who is now 83, will probably 
also die before long; and that holds the prospect of even 
greater internal instability. 

4. Mao is enfeebled, and apparently had a stroke which limits 
his ability to speak; but he has a clear concept of world 
political developments and what he wants for his country. 
He also knows what he wants from us, which is pressure 
against the Soviets. 

5. Mao has been behind the establishment of relations with the 
U :s. since the current phase of contact began in 1970. The 
Chairman's primary purpose in dealing with us is to en­
courage the U.S. to be a counterweight against Soviet 
pressures. He wants us to maintain an active, anti­
Soviet policy which will put pressure on the Soviets from 
Europe', the Middle East, South Asia and Japan. 

6. 

SECRET 

One of your problems will be to convince the Chinese of the 
wisdom of our policy of pursuing negotiations with the Russians 
on SALT and other security issues and developing commercial 
and scientific ties, in combination with our defense efforts. 

' 



SEGRET 3 

Our Soviet strategy is very complex in contrast to the frontal 
approach the Chinese have taken; but it best serves our needs 
and purposes. 

7. Our bilateral relations with Peking are not very active right 
now. We have a minimal scientific and cultural exchange 
program, and trade is about $400 million per year; but the 
development of these relations is limited by a combination of 
their internal political instability and concern about not 
appearing too active with us until relations are fully normalized. 
Mao and other senior leaders repeatedly told us that Taiwan is 

8. 

· · a secondary issue in our relations, relative to the Soviet 
problem, and that they are patient about the pace of normaliza­
tion. But we believe they are under some pressure from other 
elements in the leadership for more movement on the bilateral 
political front. In any event, they would not want to appear to 
be too eager on the Taiwan question as this would weaken their 
bargaining position. 

We want the future of the island to be resolved peacefully. 
My guess is that Peking will see it in its own advantage to have 
the U.S. maintain some ties to Taiwan. They don't want the 
island to go independent or move toward the Soviets. But we 
have yet to work out with the PRC the details of a normaliza­
tion agreement. I will appreciate your thinking on this subject, 
as it may be one of the major Issues we will have to confront 
during your tenure in Peking. 

9. Over the coming year I anticipate that we will reduce our 
military presence on Taiwan from its present level of about 

l o. 

SECRET 

2, 800 to something less than l, 40(.. This will help to position 
us for future developments, and indicate to Peking our good 
faith on normalization. 

My appreciation to you again for taking this post. I know you 
will do an outstanding job, and I hope this will be a worthwhile 
personal experiencE: to add to your distinguished career. 

' 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

TENQ HSIAO-PING DISMISSED FROM ALL PARTY POSTS 

Peking NCNA in English 1208 GMT 7 Apr 76 OW 

[Text] Peking, April 6, 1976 (HSINHUA) --Resolution of the Central Committ.ee of the 
Communist Party of China on dismissing Teng Hsiao-ping from all posts both inside 
and outside the party: 

Having discussed the counter-revolutionary incident which took place at Tienanmen Square 
and Teng Hsiao-ping 1 s latest behaviours, the Political Bureau of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of China holds that the nature of the Teng Hsiao-ping problem 
has turned into one of antagonistic contradiction. on the proposal of our great leader 
Chairman Mao, the Political Bureau unanimously agrees to dismiss Teng Hsiao-ping from 
all posts both inside and outside the party while allowing him to keep party membership 
so as to see how he will hehave himself in the fUture. 

Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, 

April 7, 1976. 

HUA KUO-FENG N.A'MED 1ST CCP VICE CHAIRMAN, PREMIER 

Peking NCNA in English 1200 GMT 7 Apr 76 OW 

[Text] Peking, April 7, 1976 (HSitlliUA)--Resolution of the . Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China on the appointment of Comrade Hua Kuo-feng to be first vice­
chail'\:.an of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and Premier of the State 
Council of the People's Republic of China. 

On ~he proposal )f our great leader Chairman ~~o, the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of China unanimously agrees to appoint Comrade Hua 
Kuo-feng first vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
and Premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of China. 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 

April 7, 1976. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Premier: 

Please accept my congratulations and good wishes on 
your appointment as Premier of the State Council of 
the People's Republic of China. 

I have repeatedly emphasized my belief in the importance 
of our two countries maintaining an authoritative dialogue 
on many issues of common concern in the world. Let me 
take this opportunity to reaffirm that view, and to say 
that I am pleased that Mr. Thomas S. Gates will be going 
to Peking next month as my personal representative to 
assume the position of Chief of our Liaison Office. I 
have the highest confidence in Mr. Gates and know he 
will effectively represent the views of my Administration 
in our official dealings. 

The normalization of relations between the United States 
and the People's Republic of China is in the interest of 
the peoples of both countries, and I am confident that 
through our joint efforts relations between our two 
countries will continue to advance. On this occasion let 
me again reaffirm th_e determination of the United States 
to complete the normalization of our relations on the basis 
of the Shanghai Communique. 

Sincerely, ~ 

/j4/( 
His Excellency 
Hua Kuo-feng 
Premier of the State Council 
People's Republic of China 
Peking 

' 
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1. DRV FIRST SECRETARY {CULTURI\l AFFAIRS) PHAN HUY -·:· -... -:---­
T H 0 N G, A C C Cii-\P A !-J 1 E D B Y T H I R D S r: C ~ E TAR Y N G (1 :~GUY E N PH U 0 N G ~ ·--- ·-­
CAME TO T 2 EMBASSY AT 16:00 APQIL 12 TD DELIVER DRV 
FOREIGN MINISTER TRINH'S LETTER REPLYING TO THE SECRE-
TARY ' S LETTeR OF MAPCH 26. THE ENGLISH VERSION OF THE 
TEXT IS QUOTED IN PARA 2; THE ORIGINALS, VIFTNAMES~ AND 
ENGLISH VERSIONS, A~E BEING POUCHED TO EA/VLC. THONG 
ASKED WHET~ER ~E INT~NDEO TO RELFASE THE TfXT OF THE 
EXCHANGF OF LETTERS. HE SAID THAT HANOI WISHED TO KNOW 
OUR INT~NTIONS• SINCE IT WOULD WISH TO MAK~ ITS OWN 
RELEASE OF TEXT -- AND BY IMPLICATI ON COMMENTS -- IF WE 
WISHED TO GO PU i LlC. TH~ ORV WILL CONTINUE TO KEEP THE 
TEXTS CQNFlOE~TIAL IF W~ SO PREFER. THONG SUGGESTED 
T HAT F 0 ~ T Y E T I E B f I N G T H t: DE P A R Hl E tH C D l J L D I N F 0 R ~1 THE 
PRESS THAT A REPLY HAS 8EEN RECeiVED AND THE TEXT IS 
~~ING STUOlfD. TH~ ORV HOPES Tn BE INFORMED BEFORE WE 
GO REYDNO SUC~ A CONTEMPORIZING LINE WITH THE PRESS . 

2. BEGHl TEXT: "HA NO I, APRIL 10, 1976. MR. SECRETARY 
OF s'TATE, 

1 
I HAVE ~ECEJVED YOU~ N~TE DATED MARCH 26, 1976• 
THE G'JVE i{>.r~E'H nF TH~ DEt!OCR..\TIC P-EPU8LIC OF VIETNA'i HAS 
REP~~TEOLY DECl~REO ITS WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE U ITED STATES AN EARLY SETTLEM~NT ON 
THE nUTSTA~OJNG PRORLE~S. RELATING TO VIETNAM AND THE 
UN IT F D S T ATE S A F T E R l HE \·! A R I N A C C 0 R D A ~ C r: \~ I T H THE P R 0-· 
VISlt1NS OF T~~r: PARIS AG~!:EI.lENT Qt·l VIFHH-.'1, SUCH AS THE 
US C 0 NT R I BUT I 0 t~ T 0 T HE HE A L I N G 0 F THE H 0 UN 0 S 0 F WAR A N'O 
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fl THE POSH!:\R RF.C0i~STRtJCT liHl IN THE THO ZONES OF VIETNAM; 
THE SEARCH H.tR. It•FOi<i~ATJfJ~l />9DIJT US ~-1. I .A.'S; THE EX­
HUI~/.TJf!tl AND REPATRIATION lJF THf: REt·tAINS OF THE OEAO 
AMERICANS ••• ON THI$ RASIS, THE DRV WILL NORMALIZE ITS 
RELATIO~S NITH THE UNIT~O STATES l~ KEEPING WITH THE 
S P I ~ I T t) F J, R T I C I. E 2 2 0 F T H E P A R I S A G P.. E E '-1 E NT 0 ~I V I E TN AI~ • 
THE GDVEKN~1El.JT nF THE DF.1·1l1C~ATIC REPURLIC OF VlETNAt-: HAS 
A(WAYS SHO~N RY PRACTICAL UEEOS ITS SER.IOUS ATTITUDE AND 

BT 
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ITS GOOD-HILL IN THE CARRYING OUT OF THIS VERY REASONABLE 
POLICY. 
IT IS VFRY REGRFTTAqLE THAT UNTJL NOW THE US SIDE HAS 
SHIRKED ITS OSL!GATJON OF CCI TRIBUTING TO THE HEAliNG OF 
THE \,: 0 U r W S 0 F l•i f.. I<. M~ D THE PUS T- \·i /1 R R '= CD N S T R U C T I 0 !·~ 0 F 
VIETWA~, AND T~AT IT HAS EVE~ T~KE~ HOSTILE ~CTS AGAINST 
THE VIEHlJ.)-if.SE PeOPLE AND !·lADE OISC8URTE£Jl1S .AHD 
TENDr:!HitlUS STATE:·\HcTS t•(;.~. PIST THE GllVERN~\ENT OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC R~PURLIC OF VIETNAM. 
I F Y 0 U R G 0 \f E ~ H l-1;: NT T. S R F: AllY I" I L L Hl G T 0. N F G 0 T I ATE .A 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATI8~S WITH THE DRV, IT SHOULD ADOPT 
A·GOfW-~·'lllEO At·:D S?:RIDUS t1TTITUDE LIK~ THE DRV. 
THE GnV~RN~ENT nF THE oe~OCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM IS 
PREPARED TO CONSIDER SPECIFIC PROPOSALS OF YOUR GOVERN­
HENT . 
BEST REGARDS, N~UYEN DUY TRINH, VINISTER FOR FOREIGN 
A F FA 1 R S , D F.: i·1 0 C RAT I C R E P IJ 3 l I C D F V I E T >.J A H • u END TEXT 
RUSH 
BT 

~ • , ... r"' ...... TnD • 1 n ~I 1 ~~ • t. r. 7 

' 



~1\pprovcG r;y ~ - nv.J J • .L u:1~::;, 

7/6/76 • " 
' . 

·.'J:)EPARTMENT OF STATE 
I • 

·:.76t388!) 

lv1emoranclum of Corn·ersation 3 c~i e~ 
NODIS 

DATE: April 14, 1976 

SUBJECT: U.S.-PRC Relations 

PARTICIPANTS: People's Re~bl ic of China . 
Han Hsu, Acting Chief 
Chang Tsien-hua, Counselor 
T'ien Yu, First Secretary 
Shen Jo-yun, First Secretary 
Yang Yu-yung, Third Secretary 

United States 

The Secretary 
Thomas S. Gates, Chief, United States Liaison Office 
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 
David K. E. Bruce, Former Chief, United States Liaison 

Office 
George Bush, Director of Central Intelligence Agenc~' 
Philip C. Habib, Assistant Secretary, EA 
Winston Lord, Director, S/P 
William Gleysteen, Deputy Assistant Secretary, EA 
Richard Solomon, National Security Council 
Oscar Armstrong, Director, EA/PRCM, Notetaker 

DISTRIBUTION: S (Aherne), S, S/S, \\IH (Rodman) 

(N~te: The occasion \vas a luncheon in the James 
Hadison Room given by the Secretary in honor of 
Ambassador Gates, newly appointed Chief of the U.S. 
Liaison Office in Peking. Most of the conversation 
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at the luncheon table was non-substantive. The 
following remarks were interspersed during the lunch.) 

The Secretary: We have given Ambassador Gates a 

Han: 

letter to Prime Minister Hua, and hope 
he will have an opportunity to meet 
with the Prime Minister. (Han Hsu did 
not respond.) I don't believe we have 
met the Prime Minister. Has he attended 
any functions? (The reference was to 
banquets or other functions during 
official visits.) 

He has attended some National Day 
receptions. (In a brief exchange, Han 
indicated he was referring to PRC 
National Day receptions on October 1.) 

*** 

The Secretary: Ambassador Gates is a good friend of 
the President and a good friend of 
mine. 

Han: We welcome him to China. 

*** 

The Secretary: Will Foreign Minister Ch'iao be attend­
ing the UN this fall? 

Han: We don't know yet. 

*** 

The Secretary: At the recent meeting of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors, I was 
asked if we had lost an opportunity 
to normalize our relations with China. 
I said it wasn't true, and that it is 
our policy to complete the process 
of normalizing relations, ~- ·-) 

*** (~ ...,,aAAfl > 
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The Secretary:. At that meeting, George Bull tulked 
about the Middle East. He doesn't 
seem to understand the importance of 
keeping the Russians out of the area. 

The Secretary (in toast): I·1r. Ambassador. No 
diplomatic post has had such a 
successive group of chiefs as the United 
States Liaison Office: Ambassador Bruce, 
Ambassador Bush, now Ambassao.or Gates. 
It is the ablest group we have had any­
where--one of great dedication. 
Ambassc=tdor Gates has had to disengage 
himself from other activities. He has 
done so because of the enormous 
importance we attach to our relations 
with the People's Republic of China. 
Ambassador Gates is well-qualified, 
having once served as Secretary of 
Defense. He is a confidant and friend 
of the President's and mine, and can 
speak for us. We are grateful to him 
for accepting the appointment. 

We have told him that discussions 
with Chinese leaders will not be idle 
conversation. The discussions may not 
be frequent, but they are significant. 

It has been four years since the 
Shanghai Cornrnunique, which commit ted 
our two countries to normalize relations. 
Not everything has been done as fast as 
some may have expected, but the Shanghai 
Communique is being i!nplemented, and we 
will complete the process. Ambassador 
Gates will be prepared to discuss not 
only normalization but the whole range 
of issues of interest to our two 
countries. 

The President said 
parallel ways, and work 
various situations. 

we can act in , 
together in ~A~ 

u 
j 
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Ambassador Gates will have our 
views, which he can discuss with the 
Prime Minister and the Foreign 
Minister. 

We wish Ambassador Gates a very 
successful mission. 

Gates: I am grateful to you for this luncheon, 
and also for your confidence. I am 
honored by the appointment, and am 
looking forward to it. I am in full 
sympathy with the President's foreign 
policy, including a strong national 
security policy. Foreign policy and 
security policy are long-range; there 
must be a strategic picture and 
balanced judgements. I will do my 
best to represent our country and 
United States policy. I am fortunate 
in starting my job with the support 
of President Ford and Secretary 
Kissinger. I hope my efforts \vill help 
us move to a more peaceful world. 

The Secretary: There is no real debate in the U.S. 
about maintaining a strong defense. 

Gates: 

*** 
After the publicity given my appoint­
ment I was struck by how many Americans 
are interested in China. 

(There was a brief exchange about 
American delegations visiting China, and 
the fact that there are no students 
studying in each other's country.) 

The Secretary: Another Congressional group will be 
the group 
of the House 

going soon (a reference to 
led by Mel Price, chairman 
Armed Services Committee). 
are very useful. 

These visits 

?A~ 
' ,.,. \ 
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We receive many requests from Congress. 

Senator Sparkman hopes to go in the 
fall. 

He has written to us, but we have not 
yet replied. Senator Scott is going 
in July, and Senator Mansfield may go 
in the fall. 
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REFSi A) 8ANGKOK 8236J Sl USU~ 5109 C) USUN 1545 
l...-11...5- PC!LICV ON AID 111--l.HDO.Cl:iL'!.L_lS._AND .REMA.UiS THAT 
THE U. S. WILL NOT CONTRIBUTE AIO EITHER BILATERALLY ~R 

--lHP.UUG~~tLAIEaA(_CH~NELS TO_ A~-~Of_JHE FOUR. lNOrCHINA-- -­
STATES. 
Z • -lN .CAS.E. 0£_ MUL 'tt.C.A.TE RAl- ASS I 5 T !iNC E.r. I NC LUO I NG. A I n 
THROUGH THE UNITED NATlC'-'S.r OUR POLICY IS THAT WE iOULO 
llil!..J?.AR.I.lCJP.AT.E JlB.._cnN.tRiaUtE TU P~DGRAMS OR FUNDS WHi CH 
ARE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATED OR AIMED AT THE FOUR I O~CHINA 

__t1Jllllil'R I ES, \'!HERE 01 tR ...C.O~tRlBLJ.tl JN S GQ TQ CE ERAL FU~lilS_ OF_ _ _ _ _ 
MU(TILATERAL ORGANkZATICNS, SOME OF ~H ICH ~AY PE USen FCR 

_l!ROGRAr"S_.QR P.ROJECl'..LlN.. t.NOOCHI!'.~, THE SITUATI ON IS 
SOMEWHAT MORE COMPLEX . 
3. • .0 U R __p 0 L l.C Y S AS l.c.A Ll.Y. I S THAT I 'I THE ( .t\ T T E R I S T A C E WE 
WOUL~ NOT CPPOSE At o TO ~E GIVE~ BY THE INTE R~ATIO Af 

__ lJ.RGAN-llAli eNS TQ..J.HE.. U~tO.Clc.H 1 A STATES l.F i" A) SUCH At D ! S 
~EOUESTED; B, IS W IT ~ I N THE ORNaL P,LICIES ANC PRACTICES OF 
THE QRGANIZAIION;_.c). I.F APPROPRIATE, THE RECIPIE ''lT HAS 
LIVED UP TO THE 03LIGATI~NS OF Mt~BE~SHIP I THE 
QRGA~ttZ.Ail..QN; ANQ Di THE .AlD-IS tTHtN REASQ ABLE h:-inU"lTS . 
CON S!STE~T WITH THES2 GUIDELINES hE ILL CC SI~E~ ~ArH 

__£RIJ.e..C!SE..O_En..lE..(;LQbL..A__C.ASE av CASE e~SlS. QlJR AeiLIT\' TQ 
PURSUE T4IS POLICY ~AS A~D C r NTI~UES TJ 3E SOMEW4AT 

.l.NH I B I.T~D 6.Y I'"'LRE.S.TR I C T l.V E LANS 'AGE C ONC ER I NG 
INDOCHINA FUNDING CCNTAI~E~ t~ T~e CJNTJ\UI ~ RESCLlTIDN 

_Qf JUNL 1.975..•- HOi'iE.\i.E..R~- !HIS D IF~ l CUL TV SHOULD 8E 
GREATLY ALLEV IATED BY T~E PRESENT FY:76 FOREIGN ASSt~TA~CE 
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April 17. 1926 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

Information Items 

Ha~oi Releases Partial Text of Nixon 1973 Letter to Pham 
Van Dong: Both Radio Hanoi and Nhan Dan on April 16 as­
sailed the U.S. attitude toward our recent exchange of notes 
on the normalization of relations. The North Vietnamese 
co:n.rnentary criticized Secretary Kissinger for his "sland­
e rous allegations" and accused you of merely posturing for 
domestic political purposes while not having any real de­
sire to improve relations. Their articles also emphasized 
that \I'Te still have an obligation to provide reconstruction 
aid to Vietnam under the Paris Agreement, and implied that 
in return for such aid the North Vietnamese would resolve 
the issue of our men still missing in Indochina. The im­
plication was that as long as we refuse to provide aid, 
there can be no normalization. The stories also contained 
the following passages of President Nixon's February 1, 1973 
letter to Premier Pham Van Dong: 

7 _ govern2e:::1t of the U.S. of A.rneri.ca \·!ill contribute to 
postv1ar reconstruction in North Vietnam vlithout political 
conditions. "Preliminary U.S. studies indicate that the 
appropriate programs .•. will fall in the range of $3.25 
billion of grant aid over five years. Other forms of aid 
vlill be agreed upon bet"t'leen the two parties." 

The shrill North Vietnamese tone and their revelation ~f 
the Nixon letter seems to be in retaliation for the State 
Department 's "leaking" to Nurrey Marder the text of North 
Vietnam's recent note to us. A senior North Vietnamese 
diplomat delivered an oral complaint on April 16 to our 
er.bassy in Paris correctly stating that we had agreed not 
to divulge the context of our diplomatic notes without 
prior coordination. He claimed that the State Department's 
briefing of Marder violated this agreement. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

....G ONFIBENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

INFORMATION 
April 27, 1976 

BRENT OWCROFT /' 

RIC D H. SOLOMON fc.{t~) 
PRC Liaison Office Farewell Dinner 
for Ambassador Gates 

Han Hsu, Acting Chief of the PRC Liaison Office, gave a farewell 
dinner on April 26 for Tom Gates. Attending the dinner, in addition 
to myself, were Phil Habib, Bill Gleysteen, and Oscar Armstrong 
from State (and wives). The dinner was a low-key affair; the Chinese 
were relaxed and friendly, but the conversation was for the most part 
desultory and non-substantive. 

Han Hsu gave a toast with standard themes; He opined that US-PRC 
relations would continue to advance as long as earnest efforts were 
made to implement the Shanghai Communique. He asserted that such 
a development would be welcomed by, all:d would serve the interests of, 
the peoples of China and the US. Gates gave an appropriate off-the-cuff 
toast in reply, although he did not include some of the key "code phrases" 
that have become standard in our rhetoric in official contacts with the 
Chinese -- such as a reference to the Shanghai Communique. [Gates' 
style may provide a bit more variety in our discourse with the Chinese, 
although they probably will wonder if this doesn't represent some 
official design, as opposed to our less formal approach to dealings 
with them.] 

The most interesting touch came after the meal~ when Han Hsu 
maneuvered Gates, Habib, and- myself to a small reception area for 
a brief chit-chat which he explicitly characte_rized with good humor as 
a "business meeting". Obviously acting on official instruction, Han 
remarked that he had read Ambassador Gates' testimony before the 
Senate on April 26. He quoted explidtly from Gates' statement that 

1/p 

he (Gates) had said he hoped that the two "countries" of China and 
Taiwan would be able to resolve their differences peacefully. · Han 

. \..IB!t~~ 
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then observed that this characterization of "our province of Taiwan" 
as a ''cou:q_try 11 was not in conformity with the Shanghai Communique; 
and as for'tAreans that the Chinese people would use to achieve the 
liberation of Taiwan, that wa.s strictly an internal affair that brooked. 
no foreign interference. Gates took the bracing with apparent good 
humor, and Phil Habib further defused any tension by joking about 
Han 1 s 11 special briefing 11

• 

Gates then pointed out how he had long been an advocate of improved 
relations between the US and ''Red China", and referred back to his 
1965 off-the-record speech in which he called for an official dialogue 
between Washington and Peking. Han did not respond to his use of the 
term 11Red China''· 

I report these atmospherics only because I think we may face an incident 
or two in the coming months as Ambassador Gates becomes acclimated 
to his new post in Peking and the particular qualities of our official 
dialogue with the Chinese. Moreover, given Gates' doubts about the 
normalization policy -- or, more specifically, how we might handle 
the Taiwan question -- I have a sense that he may air his misgivings 
to the Chinese somewhat more openly than might be desirable. 

I believe this situation requires that we brief Gates' new Deputy all the 
more carefully so that he is prepared to exercise as much purposeful 
guidance as possible over our contacts with the Chinese at the Peking 
end of the line. 
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