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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
July 23, 1974 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

Stllt- Dept. 
w/portionr; E."izGiTlpted Guhhrfnes 

AUTHORI1Y RAC NLF- CODEWORD .. 4-2·2·3 

BY 1l{(t NARA, DATE 3/l4/2.0I\ 'f/'ll/a.OO$ 

CYPRUS 

Situation Report Number 23 
(As of 0700 EDT) 

(All times cited ate Nicosia time, unless other­
wise·specified.) 

THE MILITARY SITUATION ON CYPRUS 

1~ Although fighting evidently continued up 
through the early evening hours, the ceasefire ap­
parently was not broken over night. This morning 
there was a report of scattered firing in the vicinity 
of the Nicosia airport. 

2 

e Gree s c a me s 
owever, 11 controlled the air-

port, although fighting in the vicinity had rendered 
it inoperable. A resumption of fighting had appeared 
likely this morning, as the military on both sides. 
were inclined to continue the fighting where their 
positions would be improved. The Turks have considered 
the airport to be a key objective since their landings 
on Saturday. 

3. The most recent Greek assessment·of the sit­
uation on Cyprus indicates that they remain satisfied 
with their performance in resisting the Turkish in­
vasion. The Greeks claim that they prevented the Turks 

~.&. v..t...:.·~- ;a; 
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from controlling a strip of land along the northern 
coast although the Turks hold Kyrenia and did gain 
better access from the sea to the Turkish sector of 
Nicosia~ The Greeks still claim to hold some posi­
tions along the road from Kyrenia to Nicosia, thus 
preventing completely free access. 

4. The Greeks believe that the Turks were able 
to put an armored brigade ashore in yesterday's 
landings at Kyrenia. Athens considered attacking the 
landing force but ruled out any action for fear of 
escalating the conflict. 

5. The Greeks evidently still hold some posi­
tions in Kyrenia. The Turkish commander in the area 
threatened to bomb Kyrenia.Castle unless the Greeks 
holed up in the castle surrendered. At last word 7 the 
Turks were attacking the castle with tanks, forcing a 
halt in the evacuation of foreign nationals from the 
Kyrenia area after some 300 had been taken aboard the. 
British ships. 

EVACUATION 

7. Aside from evacuation difficulties in Kyrenia7 
a US Navy ship left the British sovereign base area of 
Dhekelia·in southeastern Cyprus early today for Beirut 
carrying about'400 Americans and other foreign na­
tionals~ The British had requ~sted the. evacuation, 
saying that the more than 4,000 refugees who had been 
convoyed to Dbekelia from Nicosia over the weekend were 
straining the base facilities. 

THE SITUATION ON THE MAINLAND 

8. Conditions on the mainland may be returning 
to normal. The us attache reports from Ankara that 

-2-
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three Turkish airports closed during the fighting 
have been reopened to civilian aircraft. 

9. Turkey may have received some military aid 
from Libya yesterday, although not the t~n Mi~A~~ ai~­
craft that some repprts had suggested. I 

10. I !pressures on 
the Turkish military to seize control in Ankara have 
increased as a result of the intervention in Cyprus. 
Dissatisfaction with the Ecevit. government r~portedly 
had been growing prior to the intervention as a result 
of the government's release·of political prigoners, un­
certainty generated by the poppy·issue and the alleged 
"anti-Ataturkist" activities· of Deputy Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan and his party, Ecevit's coalition 
partner. 

11. { I the Cypriot inter-
ventions increasingly viewed by both left and right 
in Ankara as a disaster. The rightists reportedly view 
the decision to intervene militarily.as an error perpe­
trated by leftist·elements in the government to destroy 
the NATO alliance. The leftists reportedly consider 
the intervention to be a failure by the military, 
poorly planned and ineptly executed. 

SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN MILITARY REACTIONS 

-3-
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14. Observations by US attaches in Romania on 
20 and 21 July suggest that the Romanian armed forces 
were alerted but that it resulted in only a slight 
increase in readiness. 

SOVIET POLITICAL REACTION 

15. The Soviet government has not yet made any 
authoritative comments on the prospects for a nego­
tiated settlement following the cease-fire, but it 
continues to call for the restoration of the ~lawful 
government of Cyprus." TASS last ni.ght reported that 
the cease-fire was in effect and this morning empha­
sized that the halt.in fighting is only the first 
step in the implementation of the Security Council's 
resolution. TASS acknowledged, however, that there 
might be more .fighting. It rep~rted a statement by 
the military command in Ankara yeste·rday that the 
Turkish Air Force will continue bombings "even after 
the cease-fire" if the "massacren of Turkish Cypri­
ots ·is not stopped. TASS also took note of UN Secre- · 
tary General Waldheim's request at yesterday's 
Security Council meeting for an increased UN presence 
on Cyprus in order to accomplish the task of imple­
menting the cease-fire. 

-4-
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United Nations authorities report that the Turks 
have set up a .road block on the road leading to the 
Nicosia airport and are attacking the airport in 
battalion strength. The UN report further states 
that the Turks are firing again.at the Ledra Hotel, 
apparently in.response to a rumor that there had 
been shooting from the hotel. Only UN personnel are 
in the hotel. 

-5-
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ATHENS CUPll-·FORMER PREMIER CONSTANTINE KARAMANLIS, SUMMONED HOME 
AFTER 11 YEARS OF SELF- lf>lPOSED EXILE, WAS SWORN IN EARLY WEDNESDAY !'0 
HSAD GREECE• S FlRST CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT SINCE THE r1lLITARY COUP IN 
1967. . 

UPI 07-23 10:24 PED 

320A 
GREECE 7-23 

1ST ADD 318A 
KARAMANLIS~ 67,·LED GREECE FOR EIGHT YEARS UNTIL 1963. MORE 

RECENTLY HE VOICED CRITICISM OF U.S. SUPPORT OF THE GREEK JUNTA •. 
KARAMANLIS, A CONSERVATIVE, HAD FREQUENTLY ASKED GREECE•s t1ILITARY 

.JUNTA TO RESIGN AND TO BRING BACK KING CONSTANTINE, WHOM ll DISPOSED 
lN l$67. · 

LAST YEAR, HE ASKED THAT WHENEVER THE KING RETURNED, POWER SHOULD 
BE HA"NDED OVER TO AN ftEXPERIENCED AND STRONG GOVERNMENT" THAT WOULD 
RETURN GREECE TO DEMOCRACY. . 
. IT WA.S KARAMANLIS WHO ENGINEERED A COUNTER-COUP THAT FAILED 

AGAINST THE GREEK JUNTA IN DECE~BER. 1967 IN AN EFFORT TO RESTORE 
CONSTANTINE TO THE THRONE. HE FLED TO ROME AND THEN TO PARIS ~IHE~l THE 
ACTION AGAINST PREMIER GEORGE PAPADOPOULOS FAILED. PAPADOPOULOS WAS. 
DEPOSED LAST YEAR BY BRIG DIMITR!OS !OANNIOES, WHO LEO THE MILITARY 
JUNTA WHICH TOOK POWER IN NOVEMBER~ 1973. 

THE ARMED rORCES ANNOUNCED ITS DECISION DURING A RECESS IN A . 
rlEETING AT THE OFFICE OF PREMIER ADAMANTIOS ANDROUTSOPOULOS BETWEEN 
A.R~1ED FORCES GENERALS A NO. LEADERS OF THE GREEK POLITICAL OPPOSITION •. 
ONLY THE EXTREME POLITICAL LEFT WAS NOT REPRESENTED. 

THE MEETING BETWEEN THE GENERALS AND THE GREEK CIVILIAN LEADERS 
WAS !HE FIRST ·SUCH MEETING SINCE THE APRIL·1967 MILITARY COUP. 
IOANNIDES DID NOT ATTEND THE MEETING. 

INCLUDES PREVIOUS 
UPI 07-23 10:29 PED~ 



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

WITHDRAWAL ID 034972 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL 

TYPE OF MATERIAL 

DESCRIPTION 

CREATION DATE 

VOLUME . 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 
COLLECTION TITLE . . . . 

BOX NUMBER 
,FOLDER TITLE . . 

DATE WITHDRAWN 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST 

• 

~ational security restriction 

<;Report 

re Cyprus Situation 

07/23/1974 

3 pages 

033200180 
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER. 

8 

KISSINGER- SCOWCROFT WEST WING OFFICE 
FILES 

Cyprus Crisis (14) 

08/30/2011 
HJR 

,, 



~SH 
RUEKjCS t6159 2041125 
~l2GZ .UU,. 74 

JCS 

FQ CIA 
lTE HnUSE WASH OC 
0 23l040Z JUL 74 

USOAO ATHENS/GREECE 

OIA WASHOC (01-5) 
CINCEttR VAIHINGEN GERMANy 
tFQ SECDEF 
;AF WASHOC 
W WASI-!OC 
)A WAS40C 
:CSTATF WASI·.OC 
JMNAVlNTCOM WASHOC 
INCUSA~E RAMSTElN GER 
INCUSN~VEUR ~ONOON ENG 
SREOCO~ MACDILL AFS ~LA 
INCUSAREUR 
lCEUR JACKSONVILLE FLA 
OStF Rt:_!TA SPAIN 
OMSIXT1-1FLT 
ISNMR SHAPE BELGIUM 
ISDAO NICOSIA CYPRUS 
ISOAQ ANKARA-TURKEY 
~OEN/AM~ONSUL THESSALONIKl 
) I RNSA t:ORT G·EoRGE C. MEADE MO 

l!ONFIDENHAL -u -

: g N f· I 0 i W l I A L NO FOREIGN OISSEMIN~TlON 0815 JUL 74 

DIA FOR 01~5; USClNCEUR FOR ECJ2-0IECJ2•A/ECJ2-R 
SUBJ~ StTREP 840 CYPRUS 

1. ~N~9J AT 231010Z SHAfC FLO REPORTS NICoSIA 
AIRPORT BEING SHELLED BY TURKISH TANKS. HE STATED 
THAT CNG FORCES MAY HAVE TO INTERVENE. 

2. tC/M~l AT 231015Z AB&O NIKE SITES NEAR ATHENS 
WENT ON 5 MINUTE ALERT. RAIDING FORCES 
JUST PLACED ON MAXIMUM ALEPT. 
XGOS-2 

.a. ......... ·• .• * * • * + * •. * * • * + • • • +WHSR COMMENT • • • • • * • * * ~ ~ T 

KENNEOV;LLI NOT SENT TO SC 

PSN!OOl027 
RECALL EO 
PAGE 01 T 0 R ; 2 0 4 f i 1 i 2 6·z OTG223t040Z JUL 74 

CONFIDENllAb-



~LASH 

DE R~EKJCS fBIS9 2041125 
z Wl2c;Z w 74 
FM JCS 

INFO CIA 
WHITE HnUSE WASH OC 
Z 0 23l040Z JUL 74 
FM USOAO ATHENS/GREECE 

To OtA WASHDC (01•5) 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANy 
lNFQ SECOEF 
CSAF WASHOC 
CNO WASI-(OC 
CSA WAS!-IOC 
SECSTATF HASI-·.OC 
COMNAVlNTCOM WASHOC 
CINCUSA~E RAMSTElN GER 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON ENG 
U$REOCO" MACOILL AFB FLA 
CtNCUSAREUR 
FICEUR JACKSONVILLE FLA 
FOStF R~TA SPAIN 
COM$1XT!-iFLT 
USNMR SHAPE BELGIUM 
USOAO NICOSIA CYPRUS 
USOAO ANKARA-TURKEY 

" ZOEN/AMeONSUL THESSALONlKl 
0 i RNSA ~ORT G.EORGE C. MEADE MO 

(J-

~ONFIDENTIAL -

D.f!CLANIPfiD 

C g N f· I 0 ~ W l l A L NO FOREIGN OlSSEHINlTlON 0815 JUL 74 

OIA FOR 01~5; USClNCEUR FOR ECJ2-0IECJ2-A/ECJ2-R 
SUBJ~ StTREP i4~ CYPRUS 

1. N;/Jh;fH AT 231010Z. SHAFt FLO REPORTS NICOSIA 
AIRPORT BEING SHELLED BY TURKISH TANKS. HE STATED 
THAT CNG FORCES MAY HAVE TO INTERVENE. 

2. tCI~~~) AT 231015Z AB&O NlKE SITES NEAR ATHENS 
WENT ON 5 MINUTE ALERT. RAIDING FORCES 
JUST PLACED ON MAXlMVM ALEPT. 
XGDS-2 

* * + + + * +· * + • * + + + + *WHSR COMMENT++********** +·• * 
KENNEOY;lll NOT SENT TO SC 

PSNi001027 
RECALl EO 
PAGE 01 TOR: 204fl1 i 2()Z OTG:23t040l JUL 74 

CONFIDEN11Al· 



----TOP S£GR£T ---
ZCZCSCS3l7 
00 \H£12 
DE WTE 4926 2041407 
0 ~339Z .Jlll..-74 
FM THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
TO MCFARLANE FOR GENERAL SCOWCROFT//TOSC0266// 
ZEt1 
T 0 P S E 6 R E T DELIVER AT OPENING OF BUSINESS WH42504 
TOSC0266 

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE WATCH COMMITTEE 
21 JULY 74 
<AS OF 1300EDT) 

1. THE WATCH COMMITTEE MET IN SPECIAL SESSION AT 1300 ON 
21 JULY TO CONSIDER DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO CYPRUS. 

2. {!]£ BELIEVE THAT TURKEY STILL HOPES TO CONFINE THE ACTION TO 
THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS, BUT GREECE IS MORE INCLI~ED TO OPEN A 
FRONT IN THRACE; A DECISION WILL PROBABLY TURN ON WHETHER THE 
GREEK CYPRIOTS' POSITION IMPROVES OR DETERIORATES. THE LONGER 
THE FIGHTING CONTINUES, THE HIGHER THE PROBABILITY THAT IT 

~ WILL SPREAD. UNLESS A CEASE-FIRE IS EFFECTED, WE BELIEVE THAT 
~ AT LEAST A LIMITED WAR BETWEEN TURKEY AND GREECE IS LIKELY 
~ TO BEGIN WITHIN THE NEXT FE\11 DAYS. 
\I'-

:5"" 
i 3. I.~E HAVE EX AM INED THE ACTIONS AND POSTURS OF THE USSR AND 
~ EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES IN THIS SITUATION, INCLUDING THE 

--;- iOLLmJING: 

• A. SOVIET NAVAL MOVEMENTS, WHICH REFLECT CONCERN OVER A 
CRISIS SITUATION. 

§ I M: ;, \ I 

B. THE INCRE~SED STATE OF READINESS OF SOVIET AIRBOURNE 
FORCES. 

en 
< 
~ 

C. THE STILL UNEXPLAINED HIGH VOLUME OF AIR TRANSPORT 
ACTIVITY OVER HUNGARY, NOTED BY NATO ATTACHES. 

D. THE ACTIVITY OF OTHER SOVIET FORCES, WHICH APPEARS NORMAL. 
!~ 

; 

E. EVIDENCE OF ALERTS IN ROMANIA AND BULGARIA. 

F. SOVIET PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

~4. THE USSR 1JIILL SEEK TO EXPLOIT DEVELOPMENTS TO ITS Ql.tJN 

ADVANTAGE, BUT ON THE BASIS OF THIS EXAMINATION WE JUDGE THAT 
THE SOVIETS HAVE THUS FAR REACTED CAUSTIOUSLY TO DEVELOPMENTS 
IN CYPRUS. 1.1lE SEE NO INDICATIONS N011 THAT THEY ARE PREPARING · 

r· 
END OF PAGE· 01 



FOR UNILATERAL MILITARY INTERVENTION IN THE SITUATIONj ANU 
WE EVALUATE THEIR ACTIVITIES AS PRECAUTIONARY. 
0333 

4926 

NNN~J 



.532A 
UN 7~23 

2ND NIGHT LD 2SOA 
BY BRUCE W. MUNN . 

UNITED .NATIONS <UPI>--THE U.N. SECURITY COUNCILt MEETING IN 
ENERG'ENCY SESSION AT THE REQUEST OF GREECE, TUESDAY NIGHT RENE'.4ED ITS 
CALL ON ALL PARTIES TO THE FIGHTING ON CYPRUS TO OBSERVE TH~ 
CEASE- FIRE IMMED lATELY. . . 

THE SECURITY COU~ClL APPROVED THE CALL BY A UNANIMOUS 15-0 VOTE 
AFTER GREEK AMBASSADOR CONSTANTINE·?. PANAYOTACOS CHARGED THAT 
TURKISH TROOPS HAD TAKEN· OVER THE GREEK EMBASSY ON CYPRUS AND WARNED~ 
"TP£ WHOLE S!TUATION·WILL INEVITABLY DETERIORATE IN SUCH AN EXPLOSIVE 
WAY THAT IT COULD LEAD TO A GENERAL CONFLAGRATION." · 

. THE U.N. RESOLUTAT ION "•DEMANDS THAT ALL PARTIES TO THE PRESENT . 
FIGHTING COMPLY lt'WIEDIATELY \.tl!TH CMEASURES) CALLING FOR AN lMNEDIATE 
CESSATION Of ALL FIGHTING IN THE AREA AND REQUESTS THAT ALL STATES 
EXERCISE THE UTMOST· RESTRA 1 NT A'ND REFRAIN FROM A NY ACT !ON WHICH MlG HI 
fURTHER AGGRAVATE THE S!TUAT ION •• , 

U.N. OFFICIALS IN CYPRUS REPORTED TUESDAY THAT U.N. PEACE FORCES 
OBSERVED AND RECORDED 29 VIOLATIONS OF THE CEASE-FIR£ IN THE FIRST 
FIVE HOURS AFTER IT BECAME EFFECTIVE MONDAY. 

THEY SAID THE CEASE-FIRE HELD WELL OURlNG THE FIRST NIGH! BUT 
VIOLATIONS BEGAN TO OCCUR WITH DAYLIGHT. "AROUND THE EDGES OF THE MAIN 
TURKISH CYPRIOT ENCLAVE". 

IN NICOSIA, THEY REPORTED, MORTAR SHELLS FELL ON THE BRITISH HIGH 
CO.t'JI'l ISS Iu N BUILDING. . · . 

fHEY SAID THAT REPORTS OF MASSACRES OF TURKISH CYPRIOTS• ALLEGED 
IN THE SECURITY COUNC!Lp PROVED FALSE IN AT LEAST TWO INS!tdiCES. 

EARLIER, I.N. OFFICIALS REPORTED THAT NICOSIA INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPOR! WAS TOTALLY IN U.N. HANDS AND THAT THE wLEVEL OF FIGHTING 
SEEMS 10 HAVE LEVELLED OFF". . 

PICKUP 3RO PGH: UNITTED NATIONS 
UP! 07-23 11:4~ PED - ........ __.--
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
July 23, 1974 
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D~LASSIFIED w/portions a.<empted 

CYPRUS 

AUTHORITY.~ NL.F- CoDE'toi~D- 4-· a-S-o 

BY 'If}. NARA, DATE 3/14/2011 qf7/z.o04 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

Situation Report Number 24 
(As of 1200 EDT) 

(All times cited are Nicosia time, unless other­
wise specified.) 

NEW CYPRIOT PRESIDENT 

1. Glafkos Clerides, the constitutional.successor 
to deposed president Makarios was sworn in today as Pres­
ident of Cyprus. Clerides appears to have the support of 
the newly installed cabinet,including Nicos Sampson who 
replaced Makarios. In a speech broadcast by Radio Cyprus, 
Sampson said Clerides, because of his experience, is better 
fitted to lead the nation. 

2. The political credentials of Glafkos Clerides 
within the Greek Cypriot community are impressive. As 
President of the House of Deputies, he was the constitu­
tional su.ccessor to Makarios. He is co-leader of the 
center-right Unified Party which has the largest number 
of seats in the House and is widely considered to be the 
"establishment" party because of its close ties to the 
business community. He has also served as negotiator for 
the Greek Cypriot side in the intercommunal talks since 
their commencement in 1968. 

presidential Library Review of STATE Equities is Requir~ 
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IN ATHENS 

3. President Gizikis met this morning with former 
prime ministers, party leaders, and other prominent 
politicians. According to the US embassy, the assembly 
of the former leaders appears to be similar to the Crown 
Council, a mechanism used in the past under the monarchy 
to seek the best "national" advice in a time of crisis. 

4. Rumors of a coup have been rampant in Athens for 
the last few days. The resignation of junta appointee 
Nicos Sampson and the asc~nsion to the presidency in 
Cyprus of Glafkos Clerides C·.ould have implications for the 
Athens Government as well. One adjustment might be a 
"white" coup -- in which Brigadier General Ioannidis, 
who has no official government position aside from his 
post as Chief of the Military Police, would simply stop 
being the primary decision-maker in Greece. 

IN ANKARA 

5. The US Embassy in Ankara reports that the public 
mood seems to be one of intense satisfaction over what· 
Prime Minister Ecevit and the Turkish press have portrayed 
as a victory for Turkish arms in Cyprus. A joint session 
of parliament will convene this afternoon. Major Turkish 
airports have been reopened for regularly scheduled and 
unscheduled commercial traffic with some limitations in 
the south of the country. 

6. Editorials in the Turkish press today called for 
maintaining a strong stand in the.Geneva cease-fire talks. 
Leftist·papers in Turkey continue to attack the US for 
its alleged support of Greece. Deputy Prime Minister 
Erbakan renewed an old Turkish demand for partition of 
Cyprus in a public statement today. Erbakan heads the 
junior party in Ecevit's coalition government. 
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FIGHT! NG IN CYPRUS 

7. UN forces have moved "substantial" numbers of 
troops 
fighti 
ing th 
Greek 
Earlie 
and Tu 
and pu 
by a T 
morn in 
are we 

into Nicosia airport in an effort to prevent further 
ng for that objective, but Turkish forces are continu­
eir attacks,according to the UN commander. The 
Cypriots have agreed to the UN takeover of the airport. 
r today, the UN commander informed both Greek Cypriot 
rkish forces of his intention to control the airport 
t it under UN protection. The decision was provoked 
urkish armor attack on the airport earlier this 
g. Greek Cypriot forces holding the airport reportedly 
akening and may not be able to nold on much longer. 

10 There are reports of scattered fighting between 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot forces elsewhere on the island, 
includi at tacks around Famagus ta where th~......a ....... a.a--J.Ui.l~---. 
,. ..... ~ .,.,:! tical . 
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SOVIET 

13 
of Cler 
expecte 
Sampson 
toratio 
Makario 
positio 
promise 

14 
reporte 
No deta 
Soviets 
Cyprus · 

'fOP SEORE'f' 

POLITICAL REACTION 

Moscow has not yet commented on the appointment 
ides as president of Cyprus, but the Soviets are 
d to be more receptive to Clerides than they were to 
• Despite TASS commentaries calling for the res-
n of the "lawful government of Cyprus led by President 
s", the Soviets have not taken·such a categorical 
n as to exclude their eventual acceptance of a com­

government. 

The Soviet Ambassador in Ankara, Grubyakov, 
dly called on Turkish Foreign Minister Gunes today. 
ils are yet available on their discussion. The 

reportedly plan to pick up Soviet citizens off 
today ·at the·. port csf Larnaca. 
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17. In addition, a press source in Athens says that 
a former 'minister who attended the meeting of former 
political leaders with President Ghizikis earlier today has 
indicated than an announcement of governmental changes will 
be made at 1400 EDT today. 
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TAGSi MryPS PINT CY 
SUBJi UNFICYP TAKEOVER OF NiCOSIA AIRPORT 

l. UNFICYP HAS MOVED SUBSTATIAL NUMBER OF TROOPS FROM 
NEARBY HEADQUARTERS INTO AIRPORT IN EFFORT TO TAKE CONTROL 
AND PREvENT CONTlNUEO FIGHTING FOR THAT OBJFCTIVE. 

2~ NO lNOICATlON YET WHETHER TURKS ARE RESISTING THIS 
EFFORT. TOP OFFICERS OF UNFJCYP PRESENTLY AT AIRPORT. 
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SUBJECT! CONFERENCE ON CYPRUS 

-

1. BRITISH AMBASSADOR JUST TOLD ME THAT BRITISH 
FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLAGHAN HAS MADE DEMARCHE TO 
GREEKS SAYING CONFERENCE ON CYPRUS IS SET FOR GE~EVA 
.FOR JULv 24. UK1 US, tURKS AND UN Will ALL 
BE THERe. MEETING WILL GO ON EVEN lF GOG NOT 
REPRESENTED. BRITISH AMBASSADOR TOLD ME CA~LAGHA~ 
ClTEO STRONG U.S. SUPPORT FOR HIS DEMARCHE. 
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1~ GLAFCOS CLERlOES HAS JUST TELEPHONED ME TO STATE THAT 
NICOS SAMPSON HAS RESIGNED THE PRESIDENCY AND HE HAS 
BEEN SWoRN IN AS PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS. 

2. CLERiOES ASKED ME TO CO~TACT VOU TO ASK WHAT THE 
STATUS OF OUR RELATIONS WITH HlS GOVT WOULD BE• ! 
TOLO HIM I WOULO DO THIS lMMEO!ATELY. 

3. OUR CONVERSATION WAS INTERRUPTED BY AN INCOMING 
CALL TO HIM FkOM OENKTASH wiTH WHOM HE HOPES TO ~ORK 
OUT DETAILS Of A FlNAl CEASEFJRE. 
DAVIES 
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BY 'XIJi}. NARA, DATE 3/t+/2.011 <ff7/l.O 
CYPRUS 

Situation Report Number 25 
(As of 16 30 EDT) 

(All times cited are Nicosia time, unless other­
wise specified) 

GREEK GOVERNMENT CHANGES 

1. The government-controlled radio network announced 
late this afternoon that the armed forces have decided 
to hand over the government to civilian control. It is 
not clear who the civilians will be, but most of the 
reports on hand indicate that Constantine Karamanlis has 
been asked to return from his self-imposed exile in Paris 
to direct the new government. According to press·reports 
quoting a spokesman for Karamanlis, the former Greek 
Prime Minister .will leave Paris tonight or tomorrow morning 
for Athens. 

2. Greek leaders of center-right political colorations 
have been meeting all day to discuss the changes. After 
a brief recess.the meeting was scheduled to resume at 2000. 
Other candidates that have been mentioned as members of the 
new government include Panagiotis Kanellopoulos, who was 

ousted as Prime Minister in 1967. ~~------------------------------~ 
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I I as Foreign 
Minister. Averoff is a conservative politician with 
a pro-US reputation who has served under Karamanlis in 
previous administrations. 

3. Rumors that the military dictatorship is ibOQ~ 
Ito end has creatad a goo: o: euphoria tn At••oa I 

as comparable to vE Day n imes Square. About 
15-20,000 people are gathered in Constitution Square 
chanting such slogans as "Karamanlis" and "Hang 
Ioannidis." The police are losing control. The police 
radio ~s criticizing police officers for being too 
friendly with the crowds, and asking them to &e more 
efficient in diverting crowds from government buildings. 

FIGHTING ON CYPRUS 

4. UN military forces occupied Nicosia airport 
this afternoon and, according to the US ambassador, 
the Greek Cypriot troops who had been defending it were 
escorted back to Nicosia by UN troops. Earlier in the 
afternoon, Turkish forces attacked the airport despite 
UN assurances that all d. 

The US ambassador reports that the Turks 
are no onger challenging UN control, but are consolidating 
their positions north of the airport. 

S. The Turks are. making some attempts to enforce 
the cease-fire .l 

-2-
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6. The US embassy in Ankara reports that Prime 
Minister Ecevit told the UK ambassador this afternoon 
that he was not aware of attacks against the airport, 
but that if any such attacks were occurring, they 
would be stopped immediately because Turkey attached 
"great importance to the maintenance of the cease­
fire." He stated that orders had already been sent 
to Turkish commanders on the island to stop the fight­
ing. Despite these assurances, Turkish forces may have 
been attempting to secure the airport before honoring 
the cease-fire. Securing the airport has been a primary 
objective of the Turkish attack. 

7. Elsewhere in Nicosia,the Italian ambassador 
reports that Turkish forces launched an attack in the 
western suburbs of Nicosia this morning and overran a 
UN camp as well as several Greek Cypriot positions. UN 
forces, mostly Canadian, used armored cars and machine 
guns to clear the camp and recover their wounded. The 
Turks apparently now hold areas around the UK High 
Commission building in the Greek Cypriot portion of the 
city. The fighting continued into the evening hours. 

B. Outside of the capital city, Greek Cypriot 
forces made further gains during the day against 
Turkish Cypriot enclaves. Elea surrendered its arms 
and ammunition,and the southern half of Chatas is now 
in Creek Cypriot hands. 

GREEK WAR THREATS 

9. The ministry of foreign affairs has pleaded 
with the US embassy to help end the Turkish attacks 
on Greek Cypriot sites in Nicosia. If these attacks 
are not stopped, Greek foreign ministry officials sav 
that Athens will go to war. 1 
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10. Any new government that is formed cannot 
afford to negotiate a truce and possibly a new set of 
political realities on Cyprus while Turkish soldiers are 
killing Greeks and Greek Cypriots. At the same time, 
the potentially moderate makeup of the new government 
suggests that a decision to go to war is an equally 
unattractive choice to make. 

TURKISH MILITARY PROBLEMS 

the Turkish forces on Cyprus on July 20 and 21 apparently 
consisted only of commandos, paratroopers, and one · 
combat group -- about 2,500 men -- of the Turkish 39th 
Division. Some gendarmerie troops probably were also 
ashore. 

Turkish military had planned to put ashore about 10,000 
troops on the first day. Ankara's limited amphibious 
capability precluded this. 

SOVIET POLITICAL REACTION 

13. The Soviet media has not yet reported Clerides' 
appointment as president of Cyprus but TASS has given some 
brief coverage to the resignation of the Greek government. 
TASS reported Secretary Kissinger's press conference 
today on Cyprus in a very straight forward manner. The 
item did negatively observe, however, that the Secretary 
failed to mention the role of the UN Security Council. 
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SOVIET MILITARY REACTION 

15. The main Soviet naval units remain in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and continue to monitor US Sixth Fleet units 
and events on Cyprus. The Soviet passenger ship, ~5X1 
"Bashkiriya," reportedly arrived in Larnaca today for the 
evacuation of Soviet and Ea t Euro ean de endents lanned 
for tomorrow. 
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