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I WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE MY THOUGHTS 

WITH THE GRADUATES OF ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEMY AND THOSE 

PROUD PARENTS, TEACHERS AND OTHERS HERE TODAY. 

GRADUATION IS ALWAYS A SOLEMN OCCASION, BECAUSE IT 

MARKS ANOTHER MILESTONE IN OUR LIVES. THIS YEAR, THE 

31 GRADUATES RECEIVING DIPLOMAS FROM ST. JOSEPH'S 

ACADEMY HAVE BEEN PLACED IN A VERY SPECIAL CATEGORY. 
. , 

AS THE LAST HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES OF THIS HISTORICAL 

INSTITUTION, YOU WI LL ALWAYS HOLD AN EXTRA SPECIAL 

PLACE IN THE HEARTS OF THE TEACHERS, CHURCH LEADERS _AND 

COMMUN ITV FOLK AS WELL AS YOUR FAMILIES WHO WATCHED 

YOU GROW FROM UNCERTAIN CH I LDHOOD TO PROUD YOUNG 

MEN AND WOMEN. 

THE HIGH STANDARDS YOU HAVE SET FOR YOURSELVES 

TESTIFY TO THE WILLINGNESS OF YOUNG AMERICANS TO BE 

CHALLENGED INTELLECTUALLY AND TO CONTRIBUTE PERSONALLY 
~.FOJ-f~ 

TO THE BffiER AMER I CA WE SEEK FOR £VERY CITIZEN. I ; <~ 

COMMEND YOU FOR WHAT YOU HAVE ALREADY ACHIEVED, ,.))~ ;J 
''~... ,,,,,,,.,' 

AND I KNOW THAT YOU WI LL ACCOMPLISH MUCH MORE IN THE 
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YEARS TO COME. 

DUR ING THE lAST FOUR YEARS OF STUDY, YOU HAVE LEARNED 

ABOUT MANY SUBJECTS THAT MAY OR MAY NOT STAY WITH YOU 

THROUGH LIFE. THE SUBJECT I WANT TO DWELL ON FOR A MOMENT 

IS ONE THAT I KNOW WI LL SERVE TO GU I DE YOU WHEN THE GO I NG 

GETS ROUGH. LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT MOVING INTO THE MAIN-

STREAM. BEFORE I LEAVE YOU TODAY, I WANT EACH OF YOU TO 

MAKE A PROMISE WITHIN YOURSELVES THAT YOU WILL BECOME 

A PART OF SOCIETY. DON'T SELL YOURSELF SHORT. DON'T 

BE SATISFIED TO BE A SPECTATOR WHILE OTHERS AROUND 

YOU ARE INVOLVED. 

MOVING INTO THE MAINSTREAM VERY OFTEN MEANS MOVING 

INTO ROADBLOCKS, DISAPPOINTMENTS, FAILURES, MALICIOUS 

RUMORS, SPITE, ENVY AND YES, SOMETIMES HATE. BUT NEVER 

STOOP TO HATE. HATE DOES SOMETHING TO AN INDIVIDUAL 

HATE SAPS YOUR ENERGY AND TEARS YOU APART. FURTHERMORE, 

IF YOU SPEND ALL OF YOUR TIME HATING, WHAT TIME DO YO FOL-> 
~- 'TO 

Q <,,. 
..J rp 

:.."' 
iC! ) 
' ' ' \ ' , -~ 
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HAVE FOR THE GREAT THINGS IN A PERSON'S LIFE -- THOSE 

TH I NGS BE I NG LOVE, HOPE, FA 1TH AND CHARITY? ,, 

YOU AND I BOTH KNOW PEOPLE WHO WANDER THROUGH THE · 

-STREETS WITHOUT HOPE. SOME ARE OUR COUSINS, OURS ISTERS, 

OUR BROTHERS. THESE PEOPLE EXTEND FROM THE WEALTHY TREE-

LINED STREETS TO THE SHATTERED GHETTOES OF OUR AREAS . 
• 

THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE FA I LED TO FACE UP TO LIFE'S 

DEMANDING WAYS. LIFE IS NOT A BOWL OF CHERRIES AND THE 

SOONER WE FACE UP TO THAT STARK REALITY THE BETTER OUR 

CHANCES FOR COP ING IN ROUGH TIMES. 

ONE OF THE THINGS YOU HAVE GOING FOR YOU, HERE IN 

ALBANY, I AM TOLD, IS A COMMUNITY WILLING TO PULL 

TOGETHER. FOR IT IS THE DI SOR GAN I ZATI ON OF THE COMMUN I TY --·· 
t:~FO~ 

AT LARGE, THEEVIDENCEONALLSIDES THAT THEIR PARENTS i <'fu 
a: ~I 

ARE UNABLE TO CONTROL THEIR OWN BEHAVIOR, UNABLE TO ~. _JJ 
..... ... 

IMPOSE SANCTIONS ON PEOPLE WHO THREATEN THE COMMUNITY'S 
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WELL BEING -- THAT PERSUADES THE YOUNG THAT THE CARDS 

ARE STACKED AGAINST THEM. \ J 

MOVING INTO THE MAINSTREAM MEANS PAYING A HIGH 

PRICE NO MATTER WHAT THE COLOR OF YOUR SKIN MIGHT 

BE. IF YOU ARE BLACK, HOWEVER, THE PR I CE IS OFTEN 

HIGHER. STILL, WE MUST NOT BE OVERWHELMED OR DISCOURAGED 

BY THE MAGNITUDE OF THE SACR I Fl CES NO:R THE MAGNITUDE 

OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH WE FACE. IN OUR STRUGGLE TO GET 

AHEAD, LET US NOT BE SELF I SH. REACH OUT AND TOUCH 

SOMEBODY 1S HAND. 

IN BRINGING THE DISADVANTAGED BLACKS, THE POOR 

WHITES, MEXICAN-AMERICANS, PUERTO RICANS AND ANY 

OTHER GROUPS INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF AMERICAN LIFE, 

MOST OF YOU MIGHT WANT TO CONS IDER YOURSELVES AS 

DRUM MAJORS -- THE KIND OF DRUM MAJOR MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR. SAID HE WANTED TO BE IN HIS LAST SERMON&~ro~0 
Q <; . 

AND I QUOTE HIM HERE: "i! 
\\- ..... 
\ .,,,~/ 
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"I WANT TO SAY THAT DAY THAT I TRIED TO BE RIGHT AND 

TO WALK WITH THEM. I WANT YOU TO BE ABLE TO SAY THAT DAY 

THAT I DID TRY TO FEED THE HUNGRY. I WANT YOU TO BE 

ABLE TO SAY THAT DAY THAT I DID TRY IN MY LIFE TO CLOTHE 

THE NAKED. I WANT YOU TO SAY ON THAT DAY THAT I DID TRY 

IN MY LIFE TO VIS IT THOSE WHO WERE IN PRISON. AND I 

WANT YOU TO SAY THAT I TRIED TO LO/ E AND SERVE HUMANITY. 

"YES, IF YOU WANT TO, SAY THAT I WAS A DRUM MAJOR. 

SAY THAT I WAS A DRUM MAJOR FOR JUSTICE. SAY THAT I WAS A 

DRUM MAJOR FOR PEACE. I WAS A DRUM MAJOR FOR 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

"AND ALL OF THE OTHER SHALLOW THINGS WILL NOT MATTER. 

I WON'T HAVE ANY MONEY TO LEAVE BEHIND. BUT I JUST WANT 

TO LEAVE A COMMITTED LIFE BEHIND. 

"AND THAT IS ALL I WANT TO SAY. IF I CAN HELP SOME-

BODY AS I PASS ALONG, IF I CAN CHEER SOMEBODY WITH A_ . . 4-h~ 
($- ~-
\ C!: :r / 
'· )._ • I 
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WELL SONG, IF I CAN SHOW SOMEBODY HE'S TRAVELING WRONG, 

THEN MY LIVING WI LL NOT BE IN VA IN. 

rr IF I CAN DO MY DUTY AS A CHRISTIAN OUGHT. IF I 

CAN BRING SALVATION TO A WORLD ONCE WROUGHT. 

11 IF I CAN SPREAD THE MESSAGE AS THE :'MASTER TAUGHT. 

THEN MY LIVING WI LL NOT BE IN VAIN." 

AS I LOOK INTO THE AUD !ENCE .THIS AFTERNOON, I AM 

REMINDED THAT COMMENCEMENT SPEECHES TRADITIONALLY RELATE 

TO ONE O:E TWO MAJOR THEMES -- EITHER THE WORLD IS GOOD 

AND YOU CAN MAKE IT EVEN BETTER, OR THE WORLD IS EVIL 

BUT YOU CAN CHANGE ALL THAT. BOTH THEMES ARE WIDELY 

ACCEPTED AS "I NSP I RATIONAL" TO YOUNG PEOPLE, LI KE YOU, 

ABOUT TO BEG IN THE MOST PRODUCTIVE YEARS OF LIFE. 

WHILE THERE ARE MANY TH I NGS I WANT TO SAY TO YOU, 

YOU WI LL MAKE YOUR OWN JUDGMENTS AS TO THE CONDITION ---
OF THE WORLD. AND YOU WILL PROBABLY ALTER THOSE t· FOP.o <'<P 

JUDGMENTS MORE THAN ONCE IN THE COURSE OF YOUR LIFE1! $) 
~, ,_ y/ 
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SINCE SOME OF YOU WI LL BE COLLEGE BOUND, YOU CAN LOOK 

FORWARD TO AT LEAST FOUR YEARS OF MIXED CON,F I DENCE AND 

UNCERTAINTY, MIXED JOY AND DEPRESS ION OVER THE STATE OF 

HUMANKIND. 

WHETHER YOU GO ON TO EARN A COLLEGE DEGREE, OR TAKE 

A JOB RIGHT AFTER TODAY'S COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY, THERE 

ARE MANY WAYS TO BUILD A SOLID RECORD OF (ACHIEVEMENT. 

IT IS ALWAYS A GOOD HABIT TO PUT A LITTLE EXTRA EFFORT 

IN WHAT YOU ARE DOING. IF YOU ARE TEMPTED TO STOP WORK 

BECAUSE NEARLY EVERYONE ELSE IS QUITTING, REMEMBER 

THAT THAT LITTLE EXTRA EFFORT COULD CHANGE YOUR ENTIRE 

LI FE. 

ONE OF THE WORK HABITS I HAVE FOUND USEFUL, IS 

ALWAYS TO TACKLE THE HARDEST TASK FIRST. NEVER PUT IT 

ON THE BOTTOM OF THE PI LE. ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO CURE 
./FO~ 

THE BLUES WHICH WE ALL GET SOMETIMES, IS TO GET THE 6q..• 0 <~ 

HARDEST JOB DONE FIRST. EVEN IF IT IS SOMETHING AS ~s!> !) 
,..... ,,,, 
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DISTASTEFUL AS GOING TO THE DENTIST OR CLEANING YOUR ROOM. 

IT'S BETTER NOT TO PUT IT OFF. ON CE TH IS IS DONE, THE OTHER 

TASKS WI LL SEEM EASIER. 

I PROMISE YOU THAT YOUR LIFE WILL BE MORE REWARDING 

IF YOU LEARN THIS LESSON EARLY. IT IS THE STUDENT WHO SKIPS 

AN HOUR OF FUN TO TURN IN THE EXTRA ASSIGNMENT WHO HAS 

INVESTED PROFITABLY IN MORE HOURS OF FUN LATER. AND, 

EQUALLY IMPORTANT, ENJOYS THE INNER SATISFACTION OF 

DISCIPLINED ACHIEVEMENT. IT IS THE TECHNICIAN WHO VOLUNTARILY 

RUNS THE EXTRA TESTS, THC TEACHER WHO TAKES THE TIME TO 

MAKE THE SUBJECT INTERESTING, TI-E CAR DEALER WHO GIVES 

THE EXTRA SERVICE, THE SCIENTIST WHO RETURNS TO HIS LABORATORY 

IN THE EVEN I NG -- THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO CON TR I BUTE TO 

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE. AND BY 

DOING SO, BY RUNNING THAT EXTRA MILE, ENHANCE THEIR OWN LIVES. 
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YOU ARE COMING TO MATURITY IN A PERIOD MARKED BY 

CHANGE AND CONTROVERSY AT HOME AND ABROAD. YOU BR ING 

FRESH PERSPECTIVES TO MANY ISSUES THAT NOW ENGAGE THE 

ATTENTION OF WORLD LEADERS. 

MANY OF YOU ARE ALREADY IN SERVI CE TO YOUR FELLOW 

MAN. SOME OF YOU FOR EXAMPLE MAY VOLUNTEER SEVERAL AFTER-

NOONS A WEEK TO TUTOR YOUNG CHI LOREN. SOME OF YOU PROBABLY 

SERVE AS AIDES. MOST OF YOU ARE ACTIVE IN CHURCH AND 

COMMUNITY GROUPS THAT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN ACTIVITIES 

RELATED TO THE EXTENDED FAMILY CONCEPT. 

EVEN THOUGH MANY OF YOU ALREADY KNOW WHERE YOU ARE 

HEADED, IN OTHER PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES WE ARE LOS ING 

THE·. GREAT POTENTIAL OF MANY OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, BECAUSE 

AT SOME POINT IN THEIR SCHOOL YEARS, THEY DID NOT RECEIVE 

THE VITAL CAREER ORIENTATION AND PREPARATION THAT WOULD 

ENABLE THEM TO REALIZE THEIR PERSONAL HOPES AND DREAMS. 
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I AM CONVINCED THAT MUCH OF THE FRUSTRATION AND 

ALIENATION AMONG AMERICAN YOUTH STEMS FROM SUCH CAUSES. 

I AM CONVINCED THAT MANY YOUNG PEOPLE -- AND ADULTS --: 

IN DRUG AND ALCOHOL REHABILITATION CENTERS AND ON 

WELFARE AND UNEMPLOYMENT ROLLS, WOULD NOT BE THERE 

IF SOCIETY HAD BETTER SERVED THEM ALONG THE WAY. 

FOR ALL ITS FAULTS, TRENDS IN SOCIETY ARE CHANGING. 

YOU REPRESENT THE YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN OUR SCHOOLS AND IN 

OUR COMMUNITIES AND YOU ARE THE ONES WHO CAN HELP SOME 

OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT AS FORTUNATE AS YOU TO 

FIND THEIR WAY INTO OCCUPATIONS. YOU CAN HH.P.7 THEM 

MAKE THE MOST OF THEIR TALENTS AND APTITUDES AND GUIDE 

THEM IN A WAY THAT WILL BE BOTH CHALLENGING AND REWARDING. 

WITH THE LIMITED DEMAND FOR UNSKILLED LABOR, 

A YOUNG HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT WHO DOES NOT DECIDE WHERE ·~') 

HE IS GOING IN LIFE AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES AVA I LABLE"(IO ACQUIRE PROFESSIONAL, SEMI- . 

PROFESSIONAL OR TECHNICAL COMPETENCE, WI LL FACE A BLEAK 
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FUTURE FILLED WITH INEVITABLE FRUSTRATION AND DESPAIR. 

I MENTION THESE CHANGING DEMANDS IN OUR ECONOMIC LIFE 

NOT TO FRIGHTEN YOU BUT TO AWAKEN YOU TO THE NECESSITY 

OF ADEQUATELY APPLYING YOURSELVES IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY 

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR PRESENT EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY, AND 

TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO PURSUE FURTHER EDUCATION BEYOND 

YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA. 

WHILE I WANT TO URGE EACH OF YOU TO TH I NI< HARD IN 

TERMS OF GO I NG TO COLLEGE TO EARN A DEGREE, I DO NOT 

WISH TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE PURSUIT OF A COLLEGE 

EDUCATION IS THE ONLY WAY TO COPE WITH ECONOMIC DEMANDS 

OF OUR SOCIETY OR TO ACHIEVE A WHOLESOME, MEANINGFUL LIFE. 

THE GREAT PRESTIGE WHICH COLLEGE EDUCATION HAS ACHIEVED 
-l·o 

IN OUR SOCIETY LEADS MANY TO ASSUME -- QUITE FALSELY /~· t:to< 
..J 

I ('f' 

THAT IT IS THE ONLY FORM OF CONTINUED LEARN ING AFTER ~o 

HIGH SCHOOL MANY FALSELY ASSUME THAT ONE IS RESTRICTED 

TO THE ALTERNATIVES OF EITHER GOING TO COLLEGE AND 

CONTINUING TO LEARN, OR GOING TO WORK AND CEASING TO LEARN. 
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I WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF 

LEARN ING AND WORKING THAT DOES NOT INVOLVE COLLEGE. 

SHOULD YOU ELECT NOT TO PURSUE A COLLEGE CAREER, YOU 
. . 

SHOULDtCONTINUE TO PURSUE GROWTH AND LEARNING. IF YOU 

DO NOT, YOU WI LL MAKE A DREADFUL MISTAKE. 

THERE ARE SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO YOU 

IN THIS REGARD. HOWEVER, THE'COURSE THESE OPPORTUNITIES 

WILL TAKE, AND THE NATURE OF YOUR GROWTH AND LEARNING, 

WI LL DEPEND UPON YOUR INDIVIDUAL INCENTIVE AND CAPACITY. 

TRAINING PROGRAMS WITH IN INDUSTRIAL CORPORATIONS 

ARE CONSTANTLY BEING EXPANDED AND PROVIDE A GOOD 

OPPORTUNITY FOR ADDITIONAL LEARNING. APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEMS 

OF THE VARIOUS SKILLED CRAFT AND TRADE UNIONS PROVIDE 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, BUT A FEW OF THESE PROGRAMS 

PRESENTLY HAVE RESTRICTIONS THAT LIMIT MINORITY GROUPS. 
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EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE TOWARD ELIMINATING THESE BARRIERS 

OF ENTRY INTO THESE CRAFTS AND TRADES. 

VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE GOVERNMENT OFFER JOBS TO 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES WHICH INVOLVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 

LEARN WHILE WORKING. THE ARMED SERVICES OFFER TRAINING 

IN A GREAT MANY OCCUPATION AL SPECIALITIES. 

NIGHT CLASSES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARE BREAKING 

ALL ATTENDANCE RECORDS AND OFFER A VARIETY a= COURSES 

FOR SKILLED AND SEMI-SKILLED DEVELOPMENT. 

- THERE ALSO EXIST, ON AN INCREASINGLY LARGE SCALE, 

A NUMBER OF SPECIAL SCHOOLS -- ART SCHOOLS, MUS IC 

SCHOOLS, NURSING SCHOOLS, SCHOOLS FOR DATA PROCESS ING, 

X-RAY TECHNICAL SCHOOLS AND MANY OTHERS. 

IN ADDITION, EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN JOURNALISM, 

RADIO AND TELEVISION CONTINUE TO EXPAND, OPENING UP A 

WIDE RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR WRITERS, REPORTERS, -«-• V Q (,.~ 
-J tj:)\ 

"!:) .; 
\;J /' ' ,.. :,- · .... _.; --

ANNOUNCERS AND TECHNICIANS. 
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I HA VE CITED THESE AREAS TO SUGGEST WAYS TO CONTINUE 

LEARN ING AND GROWING EVEN THOUGH YOU DO NOT CHOOSE TO 

PURSUE A COLLEGE EDUCATION. 

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO THINK HARD ABOUT ABILITIES AND 

INTEREST NOW, AND LOOK AT THE VARIOUS AVAILABLE JOBS 

AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SELF DEVELOPMENT, YOU CAN LOOK 

FORWARD TO YEARS OF LEARNING AND GROWTH WITHOUT A 

COLLEGE DEGREE. 

ONE OF THE MOST DISMAYING FACTORS WE ARE EXPERIENCING 

AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL IS THE LACK OF INTEREST AND DES I RE 

ON THE PART OF MANY YOUNG AND ADULT PERSONS TO TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF THE NUMEROUS LEARN I NG AND SKI LL BU I LO ING 

OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE AVA I LAB LE TO PREPARE THEMSELVES 

FOR THE WIDE RANGE OF BLUE AND WHITE COLLAR JOBS 

WAITING TO BE FILLED. 



I URGE YOU TO DEC I DE NOW WHERE YOU ARE GO I NG IN 

LIFE AND DIRECT YOUR EFFORTS TOWARD ACHIEVING YOUR GOALS. 

THE OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAi I.ABLE TO YOU TO BE WHATEVER YOU 

YOURSELVES DETERMINE THAT YOU WANT TO BE. START PREPARING 

YOURSELVES NOW FOR THE DI FF I CULT SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

JOURNEY AHEAD. REMEMBER, A PERSON OUT OF SCHOOL, 

OUT OF SKILLS AND OUT OF A JOB IN TODAY'S SOCIETY IS 

UNLIKELY TO BE A HAPPY PERSON OR A CONSTRUCTIVE CITIZEN. 

· NOTHING MATTERS MORE TO THE FUTURE OF THIS NATION 

THAN ENSURING THAT OUR YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN LEARN TO BELIEVE 

IN THEMSELVES AND BELi EVE IN THEIR DREAMS, AND THAT THEY 

DEVELOP THIS CAPACITY - THAT YOU DEVELOP THIS CAPACllY, 

SO THAT YOU KEEP IT WITH YOU ALL OF YOUR LIFE. 

EDUCATION IS OUR MOST POWERFUL INSTRUMENT. IF WE 

ARE TO HAVE AN AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT, WE MUST QUEST ION 

EVERYTHING IN OUR SEARCH FOR TRUTH AND ENLIGHTENMENT. 
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A COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER IS AWARE OF THE TRANSITION ABOUT 

TO BE MADE AS HE STANDS BEFORE A GRADUATING ClASS. HE 

CAN FEEL THE ANXIETY RISING IN THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN AS 

THE TIME GROWS CLOSER WHEN THEY WILL SPRING FORWARD 

INTO ADULTHOOD. 

BUT BEFORE YOU SPRING FORTH, TO WHATEVER FUTURE 
, . 

AWAITS YOU, I WANT TO GIVE YOU A PUBLIC MAN'S IMPRESSION 

OF WHAT KIND OF WORLD YOU GRADUATES FACE AS YOU LEAVE 

ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEMY. 

ACTUALLY, THINGS AREN'T SO BAD. WE ARE LIVING IN 

A TIME FREE FROM WAR NOW THAT THE VlffNAM WAR HAS 

BEEN RESOLVED, AND YOUNG MEN SUCH AS YOU ARE NO LONGER 

BEING DRAFTED TO SERVE IN THE ARMED FORCES. 

RACE RIOTS ARE HOPEFULLY A TH I NG OF THE PAST; 

THE WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT IS RUNNING FULL STEAM 

AHEAD, AND FAMILIES ARE SPENDING MORE LEISURE TIME 
~.-FO~O 

Q <,, 
, (l'l\ 

ll 

ii) e '; 
,.," ',, ,. 
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TOGETHER THAN EVER BEFORE. OUR CHURCHES ARE ALIVE AND 

WELLAND EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT IS BEING MAOCTO CLEAN UP . 

POLLUTION IN OUR COUNTRY. 

EVEN SO, NEVER BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF THIS COUNTRY 

HAS YOUR HELP BEEN NEEDED AS BADLY AS IT IS TODAY, 

TO HELP RESTORE A SENSE OF REASON AND GOODWILL AMONG 

THE PEOPLE. 

I ASK YOU TO STAND UP AND BE COUNTED AGAINST 

THOSE WHO WOULD ADVOCATE BIGOTRY AND THOSE WHO FAN THE 

FIRES OF RACIAL DISCORD AND STRIFE; TO CONDEMN THOSE 

WHO WOULD SANCTION VIOLENCE FOR ANY CAUSE; TO JOIN WITH 

. THOSE PERSONS WHO STRIVE TO KEEP OPEN THE CHANNELS OF 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE YOUNG AND THE OLDER GENERATIONS, 

AND TO DENOUNCE THOSE WHO WOULD DESTROY OUR SOCIAL 

INSTITUTIONS TO SATISFY THEIR OWN VANITY OR EXTREMIST 

IDEOLOGIES. 
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AS I MENTIONED EARLIER, NOT ALL OF YOU WI LL BE ABLE 

TO ATTEND COLLEGE, NOR WI LL MANY OF YOU BECOME GREAT PUBLIC 

FIGURES. BUT THERE IS NONE AMONG YOU WHO WILL BE UNABLE 

TO CONTINUE TO LEARN, TO GROW AND TO STRIVE FOR A 

WHOLESOME AND BETTER LI FE FOR ALL AMER I CANS. 

NO MATTER WHAT YOUR STATION IN LIFE WILL BE, EACH 

OF YOU HAS A SHARE IN THE RESPONSIBILITY OF SHAPING 

YOUR DESTINY AND YOUR COUNTRY'S DESTINY. YOU SHOULD 

LIVE YOUR LIFE WITH DIGNITY AND ALWAYS SHOW CONCERN 

FOR THE WELFARE OF OTHERS. BE PROUD OF YOURSELF AND 

MAKE YOUR DAI LY CONDUCT SUCH THAT NO MAN CAN SPEAK 

EVIL OF YOU. 

FINALLY, I WANT TO URGE YOU TO OED ICATE YOURSELVES 

TO THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE IN WHATEVER YOU CHOOSE 

TO BE OR WHATEVER ACTIVITY YOU UNDERTAKE. BE THE 

BEST OF WHATEVER YOU ARE. POET DOUGLAS MALLOCH 

ONCE WROTE: 
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''IF YOU CAN'T BE A PINE ON THE TOP OF THE HI LL, 

BE A SCRUB IN THE VALLEY - ,, 

BUT BE THE BEST LITTLE SCRUB BY THE SIDE OF THE HILL: · 

BE A BUSH IF YOU CAN'T BE A TREE." 

"IF YOU CAN'T BE A HIGHWAY THEN JUST BE A TRAIL, 

IF YOU CAN'T BE THE SUN, BE A STAR: 

IT ISN'T BYS IZE THAT YOU WIN OR FAIL -

BE THE BEST OF WHATEVER YOU ARE!" 

I THANK YOU: 



I ALWAYS ENJOY THE -OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE MY THOUGHTS 

WITH YOUNG PEOPLE,. AND PARTICULARLY 1'1ITH YOUNG PEOPLE 

POSSESSING THE ENTHUSIASM AND AMBITION YOU APPEAR TO HAVE. 

GRADUATION IS ALWAYS A SOLEMN OCCASION, BECAUSE IT 

MARKS ANOTHER MILESTONE IN OUR LIVES. THIS YEAR, THE 

31 GRADUATES RECEIVING DIPLOMAS FROM ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEMY 

HAVE BEEN PLACED IN A VERY SPECIAL CATEGORY. AS THE LAST 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES OF THIS HISTORICAL INSTITUTION, YOU 

WILL ALWAYS HOLD AN EXTRA SPECIAL PLACE IN THE HEARTS OF 

THE TEACHERS, CHURCH LEADERS AND COMMUNITY FOLK AS HELL 

AS YOUR FAMILIES WHO WATCHED YOU GROW FROM UNCERTAIN CHILD-

HOOD TO PROUD YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN. 

THE HIGH STANDARDS YOU HAVE SET FOR YOURSELVES 

TESTIFY TO THE WILLINGNESS OF ·YOUNG AMERICANS TO BE 

·CHALLENGED INTELLECTUALI:.Y AND TO CONTRIBUTE PERSONALLY 

TO THE BETTER AMERICA 1'1E SEEK FOR EVERY CITIZEN. I 

COH.MEND YOU FOR WHAT YOU HAVE ALREADY ACHIEVED, AND I 

KNOW THAT YOU WILL ACCOMPLISH MUCH MORE IN THE YEARS TO 

COME. 

DURING THE LAST FOUR YEARS OF STUDY, YOU HA VE LEARNED FO¾ 
ABOUT MANY SUBJECTS THAT MAY OR MAY NOT STAY WITH YOU rl (~, 
THROUGH LIFE. THE SUBJECT I WANT TO m,mLL OH FOR A MOMENT \a: >; 

\ ,)\~ ."t; \1.J "f"-1 
IS ONE THAT I KHOW WILL SERVE TO GUIDE YOU ,vHEN THE GOING '·- _./ 

GETS ROUGHf. LET HE TELL YOU ABOUT MOVING INTO THE M.AINSTREAM. 
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BEFORE I LEAVE YOU TODAY, I ~•JANT EACH OF YOU. TO MAKE A 

PROMISE WITHIN YOURSELVES THAT YOU tJILL BECOME A PART 

OF SOCIETY. DON'T SELL YOURSELF SHORT. DON'T BE SATISFIED 

TO BE A SPECTATOR WHILE OTHERS AROUND YOU ARE INVOLVED. 

MOVING INTO THE MAINSTREA!'-1 VERY OFTEN MEANS HOVING 

INTO ROADBLOCKS, DISAPPOINTMENTS, FAILURES, !1ALICIOUS 

RUMORS, SPITE, ENVY AND YES, SOMETIMES HATE. BUT NEVER 

STOOP TO HATE. HATE DOES SOMETHING TO AN INDIVIDUAL. 

HATE SAPS YOUR ENERGY AND TEARS YOU APART. FURTHERMORE, 

IF YOU SPEND ALL OF YOUR TIME HATING, WHAT TIME DO YOU 

HAVE FOR THE GREAT THINGS IN A PERSON'S LIFE 

THINGS BEING LOVE, HOPE, FAITH AND CHARITY? 

THOSE 

YOU AND I BOTH· KNOW PEOPLE mm WA..l\lDER THROUGH THE 

STREETS iUTHOUT HOPE. SOME ARE OUR COUSINS, OUR SISTERS, 

OUR BROTHERS. THESE PEOPLE EXTEND FROM THE HEALTHY TREE-

LINED STREETS TO THE SHATTERED GHETTOES OF OUR AREAS. 

THESE ARE TILE PEOPLE 'WHO H1'-.VE FAILED TO FACE UP TO LIFE'S 

DE:t-t'T.\NDING HAYS. LIFE IS NOT A BOvJL OF CHERRIES AND THE 

SOONER WE FACE UP TO THAT STARK REALITY THE DETTER OUR 

CHANCES FOR COPING IN ROUGH TIMES. 

ONE OF THE THINGS YOU HAVE GOING FOR YQl,, HERE IN 

ALBANY, IS A COHMUNITY WILLING TO PULL TOGETl iER. FOR IT 

IS THE DISORGANIZATION OF THE COMMUNITY AT Ll .RGE, THE 

EVIDENCE ON ALL SIDES THAT THEIR PARENTS ARE UNABLE TO 

CONTROL THEIR OHN BEIUWIOR, UNABLE TO IMPOS:t: SANCTIONS 

ON PEOPLE WHO THREATEN THE COMMUNITY'S WELL l ',EING -- t,hat--
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'EHAT PERSUADES THE YOUNG THAT THE CARDS ARE STACKED 

AGAINST THE~-1. 

MOVING INTO THE MAINSTREAM MEANS PAYING A HIGH 

PRICE Nor MATTER WHAT THE COLOR OF YOUR SKIN MIGHT 

BE. IF YOU ARE BLACK, IIOHEVER, TI-ill PRICE IS OFTEN 

HIGHER. STILL, \·JE MUST NOT BE OVERl'.JHELMEND OR 

DISCOURAGED BY THE MAGNITUDE OF THE SACRIFICES NOR ' 

THE MAGNITUDE OF TIIE PROBLEMS HHICH WE FACE. IN OUR 

STRUGGLE TO GET AHEAD, LET US NOT BE SELFISH. REACH 

OUT AND TOUCH SOMEBODY'S HAND. 

IN BRINGING THE DISADVANTAGED BLACKS, THE POOR 

lv!II'rES, MEXICAN-AMERICANS, PUERTO RICANS AND ANY 

OTHER GROUPS INTO THE MAINSTRE.AI1 OF A.MERICAN LIFE, 

MOST OF YOU MIGHT WA11T TO CONSIDER YOURSELVES AS DRUM 

MAJOR5-- THE KIND OF DRUM MAJOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SAID HE WANTED TO BE IN HIS LAST SERMON, AND I QUOTE 

HIM HERE: 

"I WANT TO SAY 'IHAT DAY THAT I TRIED TO BE RIGHT AND 

TO WALK WITH THEM. I WANT YOU TO BE ABLE TO SAY THAT DAY 

THAT I DID TRY TO FEED THE HUNGRY. I WANT YOU TO BE 

ABLE TO SAY THAT DAY THAT I DID TRY IN MY LIFE TO CLOTHE 

THE NAKED. I "WANT YOU TO SAY ON THAT DAY THAT I DID TRY 

IN MY LIFE TO VISIT THOSE WHO WERE IN PRISON. AND I 

WANT YOU TO SAY THAT I TRIED TO LOVE AND SERVE HUMANITY. 
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"YES, IF YOU WANT TO, SAY THAT I WAS A DRUM MAJOR. 

SAY THAT I WAS A DRUM MAJOR FOR JUSTICE. SAY THAT I WAS A 

DRUM MAJOR FOR PEACE. I WAS A DRUM M.A.JOR FOR RIGHTEXOUS-

NESS. 

"AND ALL OF THE OTHER SHALLOW THINGS WILL NOT MATTER. 

I WON'T HAVE ANY MONEY TO LEAVE BEHIND. BUT I JUST 1'7ANT 

TO LEAVE A COMMITTED LIFE BEHIND. 

"AND THAT IS ALL I WANT TO SAY. IF I CAN HELP SOME-

BODY AS I PASS ALONG, IF I CAN CHEER SOMEBODY WITH A WELL 

SONG, IF I CAN SHOW SOMEBODY HE'S TRAVELING WRONG, THEN 

MY LIVING WILL NOT BE IN VAIN. 

"IF I CAN DO MY DUTY AS A CHRISTIAN OUGHT. IF I 

CAN BRING SALVATION TO A WORLD ONCE WROUGHT. 

"IF I CJ'l.N SPREAD THE MESSAGE AS THE MASTER TAUGHT. 

THEN MY LIVING WILL NOT BE IN VAIN." 

AS I LOOK INTO THE .l\.UDIENCE THIS AFTERNOON, I AM. 

REMINDED THAT co:M.MENCEMENT SPEECHES TRADITIONALLY RELATE 

TO ONE OF TWO MAJOR THEMES -- EITHER THE WORLD IS GOOD 

AND YOU CAN MAKE IT EVEN BETTER, OR THE HORLD IS EV:CL » 
BUT YOU CAN CHANGE ALL THAT. BOT~ THEMES ARE 1HDELY 

ACCEPTED AS "INSPIRATIONAL" TO YOUNG PEOPLE, LIKE YOU, 

ABOUT TO BEGIN THE MOST PRODUCTIVE YEARS OF LIFE. 

WHII;,E THERE ARE MANY TitI'INGS I WANT TO SAY TO YOU, 

YOU WILL MAKE YOUR OWN JUDGMENTS AS TO THE CONDITION 

OF THE WORLD. AND YOU WILL PROBABLY ALTER THOSE 

JUDGMENTS MORE THAN ONCE IN THE COURSE OF YOUR LIFE. 
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SINCE SOME OF YOU 1HLL BE COLLEGE BOUND, YOU CAN LOOK 

FOmvARD TO AT LEAST FOUR YEARS OF MIXED CONFIDENCE AND 

UNCERTAINTY, MI XED" JOY AND DEPRESSION OVER THE STATE OF 

HUHAl~IND. 

WHETHER YOU GO ON TO EARN A COLLEGE DEGREE, OR TAKE 

A JOB RI GET AFTER TODAY'S COMMElJCE~-1ENT CERm 10NY, THERE 

ARE Iv1...ANY ~·JAYS TO BUILD A SOLID RECORD OF ACHIEVEI1ENT. 

IT IS ALHlWS A GOOD HABIT TO PUT A LITTLE EXTF..A EFFORT 

IN HHAT YOU ARE DOING. IF YOU ARE TEc1PTED TO STOP F ORK 

BECAUSE NEl'"RLY EVERYONE ELSE IS QUITTING, REME~rnER 

THAT THAT LITTLE EXTRA EFFORT COULD CHANGE YOUR ENTIRE LIFE. 

ONE OF THE WORK HABITS I HAVE FOUND USEFUL, IS 

AL~\JAYS TO TACKLE THE HARDEST TASK FIRST. NEVER PUT IT 

ON THE BOTT0:-1 OF THE PILE. ONE OF THE BEST HAYS TO CURE 

THE BLUES WH ICH 1;-m ALL GET SOI-,'!ETIMES, IS TO GET THE 

HARDEST JOB DONE FIRST .. EVEN IF IT IS SOMETHING AS ,. 
DISTA;f'EFUL AS GOING TO THE DENTIST OR CLEANING YOUR ROOI-1 , 

IT'S BETTER NOT TO PUT IT OFF. ONCE THIS IS DONE, THE OTHER 

TASKS WILL SEEM EASIER. 

I PROMISE YOU THAT YOUR LIFE WILL BE MORE REWARDING 

IF YOU LEARN THIS LESSON EARLY. IT IS THE STUDENT WHO SKIPS 

ANN HOUR OF FUN TO TURN IN THE EXTRA ASSIGNMENT l\71!0 HAS 

INVESTED PROFITABLY IN MORE HOURS OF FUN LATER. AND, 

EQUALLY I MPORTANT, ENJOYS THE INNER SATISFACTION OF 

DISCIPLIUED ACHIEVEMENT. IT IS THE TECHNICIAN WHO VOLUNTARILY 
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RUNS THE EXTRA TESTS, THE 'rEACHER m-IO TAI~ES THE TIME TO 

MAKE TIIE SUBJECT INTERESTING, THE CAR DEALER ~-mo GIVES 

THE EXTRA SERVICE, THE SCIENTIST WHO RETURNS TO HIS LABORATORY 

IN THE EVENING -- THESE ARE THE PEOPLE HHO CONTRIBUTE TO 

SUBSTANTIAL I~1PROVEMENTS IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE. AND BY 

DOING SO, BY RUNNING THAT EXTRA MILE, ENHANCE THEIR Ol'JN 

LIVES. 

YOU ARE COMING TO MATURITY IN A PERIOD MARKED BY 

CHANGE AND CONTROVERSY AT HOME AND ABROAD. YOU BRING 

FRESH PERSPECTIVES TO MANY ISSUES THAT NOW E!JGAGE THE 

ATTENTION OF VJORLD LEADERS. 

MANY OF YOU ARE ALREADY IN SERVICE TO YOUR FEELOW 

MAN. SOME OF YOU FOR EXAMPLE MAY VOLUNTEER SEVERAL AFTER-

NOONS A WEEK TO TUTOR YOUNG CHILDREN. SOME OF YOU PROBABLY 

SERVE AS AIDES. MOST OF YOU ARE ACTIVE .1N CHURCH AND 
GROUPS 

COMMUNITY XRRXXR& THAT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN ACTIVITIES 

RELATED TO THE EXTENDED FAMILY CONCEPT. 

EVEN THOUGH MA.L'l'Y OF YOU ALREADY KNOW WHJ:RE YOU ARE 

HEADED, IN OTHER PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES HE ARE LOSING 

THE GREAT POTENTIAL OF MANY OF OUR YOUNG PEO: >LE1 BECAUSE 

AT SOME POINT IN THEIR SCHOOL YEARS, THEY DL) NOT RECEIVE 

THE VITAL CAREER ORIENTATION AND PREPARATION THAT WOULD 

ENABLE THEM TO REALIZE THEIR PERSONAL HOPES .\ND DREAMS.. 

I AM CONVINCED THAT MUCH OF THE FRUSTR]...'nON AND 

ALIENATION AMONG AMERICAN YOUTH STEMS FROM SJCH CAUSES. 
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I AM CONVINCED THAT MANY YOUNG PEOPLE -- AND ADULTS 

IN DRUG AND ALCOHOL REHABILITATION CENTERS AND ON 

MEE.KREXvJELFARE AND. UNEMPLOYMENT ROLLS, WOULD NOT BE 

THERE IF SOCIETY HAD BETTER SERVED THEM ALONG THE ·wAY. 

FOR ALL ITS FAULTS, TRENDS IN SOCIETY ARE CHANGING. 

YOU REPRESENT THE YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN OUR SCHOOLS AND IN 

OUR COMMUNITIES AND YOU ARE THE ONES WHO CAN HELP SOME 

OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT AS FORTUNATEN AS YOU TO 

FIND THEIR WAY INTO OCCUPATIONS. YOU CAN HELP THEM 

MAKE THE MOST OF THEIR TALENTS AND APTITUDES 11.ND GUIDE 

THE.M IN A WAY THAT WILL BE B<DTH CHALLENGING 2'.\ND 

REWARDING. 

WITH THE LIMITED DEMAND FOR UNSKILLED LABOR, 

A YOUNG HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT WHO DOES NOT DECIDE HHERE 

HE IS GOING IN LIFE AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE- TO ACQUIRE PROFESSimJAL, smu-

PROFESSIONAL OR TECHNICAL COMPETENCE, ,nLL FACE A BLEAK 

FUTURE FILLED WITH INEVITABLE FRUSTRA~ON AND DESPAIR. 

I MENTION THESE CHANGING DEM.ANDS IN OUR ECONOMIC LIFE 

NOT TO FRIGHTEN YOU BUT TO AWAKEN YOU TO THE NECESSITY 

OF ADEQUATELY APPLYING YOURSELVES IN ORDER '!HAT YOU MAY 

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR PRESENT EDUCATION.AL CPPORTUNITY, AND 

TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO PURSUE FURTHER EDUC.ATIOT>" BEYOND YOUR 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLrn1A , . 
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WHILE I WANT TO URGE EACH OF YOU TO THINK HARD IN 

TERMS OF GOING TO COLLEGE 'l'O EARN A DEGREE, IDDO NOT 

~·7ISH TO GIVE TIIE Il1PRESSION THAT THE PURSUIT OF A COLLEGE 

EDUCATION IS THE ONLY fJAY TO COPE 1'1ITH ECONOMIC DEHANDS 

OF OUR SOCIETY OR TO ACHIEVE A 'WIIOLESOME, MEANINGFUL 

LIFE. 

THE GREAT PRESTIGE HHICH COLLEGE EDUCATION HAS ACHIEVED 

IN OUR SOCIETY LEADS MANY TO ASSUME -- QUITE FALSELY 

THAT IT IS THE ONLY FORM OF CONTINUED LEARNING AFTER 

HIGH SCHOOL. r1ANY FALSELY ASSUME THAT ONE IS RESTRICTED 

TO THE ALTERNATIVES OF EITIIER GOING TO COLLEGE AND 

CONTINUING TO LEP.~PJ,J, OR GOING TO t•JOP..K AND CEASING TO 

LEARN. 

IfvANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF 

LEARNING AND ,,JORKING THAT DOES NOT INVOLVE COLLEGE. 

SHOULD YOU ELECT NOT TQ PURSUE A COLLEGE CAF~ER, YOU 

SHOULD CONTINUE TO PURSUE GROHTH AND LEARNING. IF YOU 

DO NOT, YOU WILL MAKE A IlREADFUL MISTAKE. 

THERE ARE SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO 

YOU IN THIS REAGARD. HOWEVER, THE COURSE TIU:SE OPPORTUNITIES 

WILL TAKE, AND THE NATURE OF YOUR ~~RX GROW' 'H AND 

LEARNING, WILL DEPEND UPON YOUR INDIVIDUAL CNCENTIVE 

AND CAPACITY. 

TRAINING PROGRAMS WITHIN INDUSTRIAL COlPOFATIONS 

ARE CONSTANTLY BEING EXPANDED AND PROVIDE l> GOOD 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR ADDITIONAL LEARNING. APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEHS 

OF THE VARIOUS SKILLED CRAFT AND TRADE UNIONS PROVIDE 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, BUT A FEH OF THESE PROGRAMS 
·.r: 

PRESENTLY HAVE RESTR~CTIONS THAT LIMIT MINORITY GROUPS. 

EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE TOWARD ELIMINATING THESE BARRIERS 

OF ENTRY INTO THESE CRAFTS AND TRADES. 

VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE GOVERNMENT OFFER JOBS TO 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES WHICH INVOLVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 

LEARN WHILE WORKING. THE ARMED SERVICES OFFER TRAIXNING 

IN A GREAT MANY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALITIES. 

NIGHT CLASSES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARE BREAKING 

ALL ATTENDANCE RECOBDS AND OFFER A VARIETY OF COURSES FOR 

SKILLED AND SEMI-SKILLED DEVELOPMENT. 

THERE ALSO EXIST, ON AN INCREASINGLY LARGE SCALE, 

A NUMBER OF SPECIAL SCHOOLS -- ART SCHOOLS, MUSIC 

SCHOOLS, NURSING SCHOOLS, SCHOOLS FOR DATA PROCESSING, 

X-MY TECHNICAL SCHOOLS AND MANY OTHERS. 

IN ADDITION, EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN JOURNALISM, 

RADIO A..N'D TELEVISIDC•N CONTlNUE TO EXPA .. ND, OPENING UP A 

WIDE RANGE OF OPPOI '.TUNITIES FOR WRITERS, REPORTERS, 

ANNOUNCERS AND TECINICIANS. 

I HAVE CITED 'HESE AREAS TO SUGGEST WAYS TO CONTINUE 

LEAPl'UNG AND GROWII fG EVEN THOUGH YOU DO NOT CHOOSE TO 

PURSUE A COLLEGE El 1UCATION. 
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IF YOU ARE HILLING TO THINK HARD ABOUT ABILITIES AND 

INTEREST Nrn-l, A.1"\JD LOOK AT THE VARIOUS AVAILABLE JOBS 

AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SELF DEVELOPMENT, YOU CAN LOOK FOR-

WARD TO YEARS OF LEARNING AND GROHTH WITHOUT A COLLEGE 

DEGREE. 

ONE OF THE •1MOST DIS.:-1AYING Fl\.CTORS 'WE ARE EXPERIENCING 

AT THE FEDERt-\L LEVEL IS THE LA~K OF INTEREST AND DESIRE 

ON THE PART OF MANY YOUNG AND ADULT PERSONS TO TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF THE NUMEROUS LEARNING AND SKILL EMXNI]1~XXX 

BUILDING OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE 7\VAILABLE TO PREPARE THEI'·~-

SELVES FOR THE NIDE RANGE OF BLUE AND 'HHITE COLLAR JOBS 

NAITING TO BE FILLED. 

I URGE YOU TO DECIDE NOW WHERE YOU l\_RE GOING IN 

LIFE AND DIRECT YOUR EFFORTS TOHARD ACHIEVING lY'iOUR GOJ\..LS. 

THE OPPORTU{1ITII:S ARE AVAILADLE TO YOU TO DE WHATEVER YOU 

YOURSELVES DETER!:1INE THAT YOU HANT TO BE. START PRE-

PARING YOURSELVES NOH FOR THE DIFFICULT SOCIJ'1.L AND 

ECONOHIC JOURNEY AHEAD. REHEMBER, A PERSON OUT OF SCHOOL, 

OUT OF SKILLS AND OUT OF A JOE El TODAY'S SOCIETY IS 

UNLIKELY TO EE A HAPPY 'ERSON OR A cm:JS'I'RUCTIVE CITIZE:1. 

NOTHIHG l!...i\TTERS noRE TO TIIE FUTURE OF THIS NATION 

THNJ :CNSUP.ING THAT OUR YOUHG MEN AND HOMEN LEARN TO BELIEVE 

IN THE MS ELVES AND BELIEVE IN 'l'HEIR DREAl~S, AND 

DEVELOP THIS CAPACITY -- THAT YOU DEVELOP THIS 

THJ\.T YOU KEEP IT l-HTH YOU ALL OF YOUR LIFE. 
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EDUCJ\.TION IS OUR MOST P01dERFUL INSTRUMENT. IF ~·m 

ARE TO IIAVE JI.N AGE OF ENLIGHTEtJMENT, HE MUST QUESTION 

EVERYTHI NG DJ OUR -SEARCH FOR TRUTH AND ENLIGIITEN!-i.ENT. 

1\. CO!I! iE:.J'CEr:IENT SPEAKER IS AUARE OF TIIE TRANS ITION ABOUT 

TO BE I·lADE AS HE STANDS BEFORE A GRADUATING CLASS. HE 
]:tJ 'frlf 

CAN FEEL THE ANXIETY RISING A-S YOUNG HEN AND 1iJGrIBN AS 

THE TPIB GR01'7S CLOSER HHEN TI:iEY ~'7ILL SPRING FORWARD I!JTO 

ADULTHOOD. 

BU'I' BEFORE YOU SPRING FORTH, TO WHATEVER FUTURE 

AWAITS YOU, I WANT TO GIVE YOU A PUBLIC M..1\N' S IMPRESSION 

OF WHAT KIND OF WORLD YOU GRADUATES FACE AS YOU LEAVE 

ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEHY. 

ACTUALLY, THINGS AREN'T SO BAD. WE ARE LIVING IN 

A TDIB FREE FROH WAR NOW THAT THE VIETNAM WAR EAS 

BEEN RESOLVED, AND YOUNG rIBN SUCH [).S YOU ARE NO LONGER 

BEING DRAFTED TO SERVE ·IN THE ARMED FORCES. 

RACE RIOTS ARE PRACTICALLY A THING OF THE PAST, 

THE WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEI--!ENT IS RUNNING FULL STEAM 

AHEAD, AND FAMILIES ARE SPENDING MORE LEISURE TI!IB 

TOGETHER THAN EVER BEFORE. OUR CHURCHES ARE ALIVE AND 

WELL AND EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT IS BEING MADE TO CLEAN UP 

POLLUTION IN OUR COUNTRY. 

EVEN SO, NElIT.:R BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF THIS 

COUNTRY HAS YOUR HELP BEEN NEEDED AS BADLY l\S IT IS TODAY, 
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TO HELP RESTORE A SENSE OF REASON AND GOODWILL AMONG 

THE PEOPLE. 

I ASK YOU TO STAND . UP AND BE COUNTED AGAINST 

THOSE h7HO WOULD ADVOCATE BIGOTRY AND THOSE h'HO FAN THE 

FIRES OF RACIAL DISCORD AND STRIFEj TO CONDEMN THOSE 

WHO WOULD SANCTION VIOLENCE FOR ANY CAUSE; TO JOIN WITH 

THOSE PERSONS WHO STRIVE TO KEEP OPEN THE CHANNELS OF 

COMMUNICATION BETi•JEEN THE YOUNG AND THE OLDER GENERATIONS, 

AND TO DENOUNCE THOSE WHO WOULD DESTROY OUR SOCIAL 

INSTITUTIONS TO SATISFY THEIR rnm-1 VANITY OR EXTREMIST 

IDEOLOGIES. 

AS I MENTIONED EARLIER, NOT ALL OF YOU WILL BE ABLE 
OF 

TO ATTEND COLLEGE, NOR WILL MANY/YOU BECOME GREAT PUBLIC 

FIGURES. BUT TIIEP-.E IS NONE AMONG YOU WHO HILL BE UNABLE 

TO CONTINUE TO LEAPJ,1, TO GROW AND TO STRIVE FOR A 
. 

WHOLESOME J\.ND DETTER LIFE FOR ALL AMERICANS. 

NO MATTER WHAT YOUR STATION IN LIFE WILL BE, EACH 

OF YOU HAS A SHARE IN TI~E RESPONSIBILITY OF SHAPING 

YOUR DESTINY AND YOUR COUNTRY'S DESTINY. YOU SHOULD LIVE 

YOUR LIFE WITH DIGNITY AND ALWAYS SHOW CONCEPJ-J FOR THE 

WELFARE OF OTHERS. BE PROUD OF YOURSELF AND .ME.KE YOUR 

.DAILY CONDUCT SUCH rHAT NO MAN CAN SPEAK EVIL OF YOU. 

FINALLY, I WANr TO URGE YOU TO DEDICATE YOURSELVES 

TO THE PURSUIT ROF EXCELLENCE IN WHATEVER YOU CHOOSE 
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TO BE OR 1·IBATEVER ACTIVITY YOU UNDERTAKE. BE THE 

BEST OF h'IIATEVER YOU ARE. POET DOUGLAS MALLOCH 

ONCE WROTE: 

"IF YOU CAN'T BE A PINE ON THE TOP OF THE HILL, 

BE A SCRUB IN THE VALLEY -

BUT BE THE BEST LITTLE SCRUB··_. BY THE SIDE OF THE HILL: 

BE A BUSH IF YOU CAN'T BE A TREE." 

"IF YOU CAN'T BE A HIGHWAY THEN JUST BE P.. TRAIL, 

IF YOU CAN'T BE THE SUN, BE A STAR: 

IT ISN'T BY SIZE Ta.AT YOU WIN OR FAIL-

BE THE BEST OF m -IATEVER YOU ARE ! " 

I TH&·,,m: YOU. 
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SCOTT GIVES COMMENcmmNT ADDRESS 
AT NEt·I YORK SCHOOL 

ALBANY, N.Y.--Stanley S. Scott, Special Assistant 

to the President, closed out a chapter of history at 

St. Joseph's Academy here today. Scott's address was 

made before the last group of high school students 

to graduate from the institution. Although St. Joseph's 

provides education· from grades kindergarten through twelve, 
.... ,-.. ,,.,·<•~~~~ 

the high school is being phased out.,Mim...,:J,a,e'..;·gf "~'IW:-S, _ 

The commencement speaker had the 

for the graduates, noting: "The high 

highe3t praise 
. d 

stand:1rs vou 
/\.. -

have set for yourselves testify to the willingness of 

young ~..mericans to be challenged intellectu;llly and 

to contribute personally to the better America ,-,e 

seek for every citizen. 11 

Scott said, "I commend you for v-!hat you have 

already achieved , and I know that you uill accoI".lplish 

mu~h more in the years to come." 

St. Joseph's was chartered in 1892 in a flourishing 

parish ·of Irish immigrants. Today, . the cofr T.uni ty is 

absorhing a growing b lack constituency. Tte school has 
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been actively involved in co!'1nunity affairs with 

the nuns, priest and l_ay peopl~ from the black community 

working together is an extendea family. 

Scott, a fomer communications aide in the l'lliite 

House ancl no·w Special l-,.ssistant to the President, tried 

to impress u pon the graduates that even though pursuing 

a college education was highly desirable, it was not the 

only form of continued learning after high school. 

He cited training programs in industrial corporations, 

apprenticeships in craft and trade unions, and government 

as possihle options. Also, he noted the gr-cowing nunber 

of special schools where continued education could be 

pursued. 

A former newsnan, Scott plugged the field of communica-

tions as a possible career. 

"The educational ?PPOrtunities in journalism, radio 

and television continue to expand, 6pening up a wide 

range of opportunities for writers, reporters, announcers 

arld.1technicians," he said. 

He told th~ graduates, "No matter what - your 

station in life will be, each of you has a share in the 

responsibility of shaping your destiny and your 

destiny." 
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