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FOR H111EDIATE RELEASE T '\ l' . "'). U7 7 

Offic1e of the White triouse Press Sec1retary 
I 

-----------------------------~------------------------------I 
I 

THE HHITE HOUSE 

I 

CUTIVIE ORDER 
I 

- - - .J -
I 

H~PLfMENTATION OF T'rm CONVENTION ON ~rHE 
INTERNATIONAL REGULA~IONS FOR PREVENTING 

COLLISIONS ~T SEA, ·1972 
I 

By virtue bf the authoritY vested in me by the 
Constitution and statutes of t~e United States of America~ 
including Section 301 of Titl~ 3 of the United States Code, 
and as President of the Unite~ States of Amer~ca and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armeli Forces, in order to provide 
for the coming into force on J~ly 15, 1977, of the Conven­
tion on the Int~rnational Regu~ations for Pre~enting 
Collisions at Sea, 1972 (Senat~ Executive W, 93d Gong., 
lst Sess.), it is hereby order1ed as follo\ITS: 

I 

Section 1.
1 
-(a) -with resrec-t to vessel:'s

1 
of special 

construction or purpose, the Secretary of the Navy, for 
ves~el~ of the Navy, and the skcretary of the Department 
in which the Coast Guard is op1erating, for all other ves­
sels, shall determine and cert~fy, in accord with Rule I 
of the International Regulatiots for Preventing Collisions 
at Sea~ 1972, hereinafter refe red to as the International 
R~gulations, as to which such essels cannot comply fully 
with the provisions of any of ~he International Regulations 
with respect to the number, poritions, range or arc of 
visibility of lights or shapes

1
, as well as to the disposition 

and characteristics of sound-s~gnalling appliances, without 
interfering with the special ffnction of the vessel. 

(b) With respect to vessbls for which a certification 
!s issued, the Secretary issui~g the certification shall 
certify as to such other provipions which are the closest 
possible compliance by that vepsel with the International 
Regulations. 

1 

(c) Notice of any certif~cation issued shall be 
published in the Federal Regis~er. ·· 

I Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Navy is authoriz ed to 
promulgate special rules with ~espect to additional station 
or signal lights or whistle si~nals for ships of war or 
vessels proceeding under convoy~ and the Secretary of the 
Department in which the Coast Uuard is operating i~ authorized, 
to the extent permitted by law~ including the provisions of 
Title 14 of the United States ~ode, to promulgate special 
rules with respect to additionkl station or signal light s 
for frshing-vessels en-gaged-in~ fi"shing- as a -fleet-: . In-accord 
with Rule I of the Internationf.l Regulations, the additional 
station or signal li ghts or whtstle signals contained in the 
special rules shall be, as far

1 
as possible, such as they can­

not be mistaken for any light pr signal authorized by the 
International Regulations. Nopice of such special rules for 
fishing vessels shall be publirhed in the Federal Register. 
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Sec. 3. The Secretary o ft the Navy 1 for ve ssels of the 
Navy , and the Secretary of thel Department in t·Thich the Coast 
Guard is operat~ng 1 for all other vessels 1 ar~ authorized to 
exempt ? in accord with Rule 381 of the International Regula­
tions, any vessel or class of ~es sels, the keel of which is 
laid, or which ~s at a correspbnding st age o~ construction, 
be fore July · l5, 1977, from fulQ comp liance with the Int erna ­
tional Regulations, provided that such vesse l or class of 
vessels compliep with the requlirements of the

1 
Int e rnational 

Regulations for Preventing Col[isions at Sea, 1960. Notice 
of any exemption granted shall! be published in the Federal 
Register. I 

Sec. 4. The Secretary oft the Department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating is authorized, to the extent pe rmitt ed 
by law, to promul gate such rul~s and r egulatibns that are 
necessary to implement the provisions of the Convention and 
International Regulations. Hel s hall cause to be publ ished in 
the Federal Re g~ster any implementing regulatdons or 
interpretive rulings promulgated pursuant to th is Order , 
and shall promptl~ publish in ~he Federal Register the full 
text of the Int~rnational Regu1ations~ 
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