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Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

THANKSGIVING DAY, 1976

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

Traditionally, Americans have set aside a special day
to express their gratitude to the Almighty for the blessings
of liberty, peace and plenty that have been bestowed upon a
grateful Nation.

The early settlers of this land possessed an unconquerable
spirit and a reliance on Divine Providence that remains a part
of the American character. That reliance, coupled with a
belief In ourselves and a love of individual freedom, has
brought this Natilon through two centuries of progress and
kept us strong.

As we cross the threshold. into our third century as a
sovereign and independent Nation, it 1s especlally appro-
priate that we reaffirm our trust in Him and express our
gratitude for the unity, freedom and renewed sense of natlonal
pride we enjJoy today.

NOwW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the
United States of America, in accord with Section 6103 of
Title 5 of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
November 25, 1976, as a day of national thanksgiving. I call
upon all Americans to Jjoin on that day with thelr friends
and families in homes and places of worship throughout the
land to offer thanks for the blessings we enjoy.

Let each of us resolve this Thanksgiving Day to make
the coming year one in which our every deed will reflect our
constant gratitude to God. Let us set a standard of honor,
Justice, and charity against which all the years of our
third century may be measured.

Let us make this Thanksgiving a truly special one.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
twenty-£fifth day of October , in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of
the Unlited States of America the two hundred and first.

GERALD R, FORD
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