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~ II'H® -schedule for Mondays
8:30-10:30 a.m. -— staff mestings
10:30 —- meeting with Israeli deputy prime minister/foreign minister Yigal
Allon, in U, S. for UN general assembly session.
1:07 p.m. —= depart for Union Station to lay a wreath at statue of
Christopher Columbus on Columbus day. Return to White House at 2:10 p.m.
2:30 p.m. —- meeting with Rogers Morton and campaign steering
committee (Bob Dole will attend).
3330 p.m. —— meeting with Dole, at Dole's request, to talk about tk
campaign.
Ford's campaign manager, James A. Baker ITI, came back to talk to
the pool about the campaign. The highlights:
¥dmxthimkxwex In $he fiveweek campsﬁgg,Bﬁﬁgr%hink we've had four
outstanding weeks. We recognize this last week has been less than outstaniling.
We think this is something to be. expected. . .that there would bé”peaks and
valleys. We are extremely pleased with the results® of the Oklahama and Texas

visits, because of large and enthusiastic crowds.
Baker cited the Darden poll as showing evidence that Carter is "glipping in
the south." He said the campaign'§ telephone canvass showed Ford "leading in
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Texas," and "we're very spt 2
said the last poll (as opprosed to the telephone canvass) showed Ford trailing

Carter slightly in Texas -- a poll taken by Robert Teeter.

Baker said "We would ackhowledge that we hit a bump last weeggith the
But,, matter,a%ge eastern Huropean clarification." He added, "this is the first
time in five weeks that the President has clarified any statement that he has
made in the #wewsegw-course of the campaign or that it's been felt T TEmmmey-
that it's been necessary to clarify." He went on to say that there were six
instances of Carter having to clarify statements: 1) #® taxing the middle
income people; 2) taxation of church oproverty; 3) Playboy interview; 4) remarks
about LBJ; 5) remarks about Clarence Kelley; and, going back to the primary,

6) ethnic purity.
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. Dhovo clarificdions, said baker, were things Carier "fels cor‘lled to exnla

if wot syue gan outriight apology.'
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-

- N - ‘ :
Ased b0 characterize the campaign, Baker said: "I would charscterize it as
having it a bump that did slow us down for a week. We feel we have regained the

momernitum vith our very successful forays into Oklahomna and lexas." IMive or six

weeit o, sald Baker, people were writing Ford out of the race altage
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some nol!ls show us dead even; other nolls show m the orésident slightly behind ~-

D or 6-noinks,
said Zalker:s "We have a campaign strategy that we think is the righh one.
It's heen successful, and it's one we are going to continue %o nursne.

0

Aclzed about the Rev, Criswell's endor<em@n,, Baker said, "it will de
importont to us. le's un acknowledged leader not only among southern 3Ba ntists,
but amony; Lvangelicals." Aboard Alr Force One, Ford telenhoned Criswell to
thanlk him for his suvovort.

Asized to comment on the damage done *m by the Bast Iuronean cantroversy,
Baker ciid: "It contributed to the slowdown in our ca .mnaien last weekk." He
addad thot bthe President had explained the remark, which he described as being
Enot as m;ecise as it could have been," Ogord's strong supvort for the cantive
nations resolution, and his policy not to Zflggﬂlgggfet domination of the Nast
Luronean nations, said Baker, "I don't think it's going %o have a major effect.

Zolcer said Ford's less t .han outstanding week "was not occasioned in any
way by the fqét that ve were out of the White House."

Snenliing of the special orosecutor's pnrobe of rordts finances, Halker said

| S

"we would nrefer to see it disposed of. . .We would he delighted %o see it

¢ "I firmly believe we regeined whate o momentum we Jmmiiriiir
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«1ll 1rd be more aggressive? XfmxPm» Regard ng the third debate, that
decision is still to be made. On the campaign ov. .1, said Boker, "I wonld
expec; xhx¥rme to see the President get comewha®:t re asrressive in his
campaism ~noerrances, not to the point m2 CGovernu. larter has rencghed then he
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called i'ord nore gecretive - ¢ Vorzssinrasident than Richard
Wixon., I% scems to me those are muihmxrmmyrmymrds: aXreny rathe dernerate~tymo
& bteciics.,

Paad Dalcer: [ord's chances of winning the ghbion jdare. E better than
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they were five or six wecks ago, when peonle wer iting us
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