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I have approved S. 311 which provides amendments to
the Horse Protection Act of 1870.

This Act is intended to ban the clearly inhumane
practice of intentionally injuring the limbs and hoofs
of horses in order to induce the high-stenrines «ait
looked for in certain horss show events.

The amendments contained in S. 811 strencsthen the
Act in some resnects. Unfortunately. however, the approach
that the Congress continues to take to eradicate this
heinous practice fails to cormvnrehend the real problem.
ts, oulte simnlv, bhecause its per-
petrators can meize a nrofilt in the horse show circuit bv
short-cutting the careful treedins and patient training
techniques which are normally recuired to nroduce high
quality show nrosnects. Until the manarement of nublic
horse shows and sales assumes -- or 1s forced bv law to
assume ~- the responsibilitv of ensurin~ that these
cruelties are not being nracticed uron those horses tak-
ing part in theilr snonsored events, real reform will not
he assured.

The Department of Agriculture urced the Conrress to
place the onus on the industry where it belones, rather
than upon Federal resulators. The vronosal would have
required that the managenent of everv show put in rlace
an Inspectlon system -+ using indevrendent. cuvalified
inspectors ---- under penaltv of law. The Derartrent could
then monltor the industry to ensure that the systen
oprerated proverlv, However, the Congress -- in a mistaken
belief that the addition of nore Federal enforcerent offi-
cials will solve the problem -- has irnored the real nroblen
and simply authorized more roney and stiffened nenaltles.

I continue to be committed to achieving meaninsful
reform by comrelling this industrv to rolice itself
nroperly. To that end T pledre cooperation with the
Congress 1n seelins continued improvements in the law
which will nlace the primarv resnonsibilitv for en-
forcement with the industry itself.





