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Governor Ray, Secretary Usery, Chairman Hampton,
distinguished Mayors and county officials:

We have all been very encouraged by the steady
improvement in the economy in the last several months. The
Secretary of Labor also advises me that the youth employment
situation has shown some gain in the past few months and is
optimistic about the future.

Nevertheless, with the advent of summer vacations,
it is very, very clear that more young people will be seeking
jobs than the private sector will be able to provide.

I am therefore formally transmitting to the Congress
today an urgent supplemental request that would provide

$528 million to support jobs for over 888,000 disadvantaged
youths this summer.

If the Congress will act promptly on my request,
local CETA sponsors will be able to provide meaningful work
and training opportunities for substantial numbers of young
people this summer.

I am also sending a memorandum today to the heads
of all Federal departments and agencies calling upon them to
cooperate fully with the efforts of the Civil Service
Commission, to provide summer jobs in Government for an
additional 54,000 needy youths.

Finally, on a related matter, let me again urge
the Congress to act on my request of January for $1 billion
700 million to continue the existing public service employment
program. Many local prime sponsors of CETA are running very
short of funds and will have to lay off people if Congress
does not act readily.

Whatever differences of opinion may exist on the
job creation issue, there is no reason why local officials
and those already employed by CETA public service jobs should
be kept in suspense and fear of layoffs.

I hope and trust the Congress will act promptly on
this important matter and I am now very pleased to sign these
two measures.

I hope it is as easy to get the money as it is to
sign the message. (Laughter)

Thank you all very, very much.
END (AT 3:45 P.M. EST)





