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FOR \MEDIA TE RELEASE DECEMBE__ 23, 1975

' Office of the White House Press Secretary
- ~(Vail Colorado)
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I am today‘siguing H. R._8674,‘the Metric Conversion

 Act of 1975. Thls leglslatlon establishes a natlonal pollcy
‘ |

- of coordlnatlng and plannlng for the 1ncreased use of the

l
metrlc measurement system in- the United’ States.
To say that this leglslatlon is historic is an under-
statement. The question oﬁ a common measurementvlanguage

is, in fact, nearly as old as our country. President George

© Washington raised the issue in his first message to Congress

on January 8, 1750. 'He called at that time for a uniform

system of currency and.weights and measures. : He repeated
[ .

his request several tlmes thereafter. '

Pre51dent James Madlson also urged Congre551onal actlon

on a‘measurement system. Flfty yeaxrs later == in July 1866 ~=
congress did“pass legislatlon making it legal to use the
metric system in U.S. trade and commerce.

In 1875, the U.S. was one of the 17 countries which
T : : _
signed. the Treaty of the yeter. In spite of that, the country

retained its old'measurement system. There have been expres-

sions of leglslatlve 1nterest from time to time since 1875,
.~|

but no further deflnltlve'statement of national policy has -
l -
been forthcoming.

| ¢
We should learn from:thls brief hlstory that leglslatlon
|

cannot solve all our problems. Indeed, if the legislation is

not founded on public acceptanCe it will have less than no

effect at all.

That is why I think‘this bill is solinterestihg - because
the real impetus came fromithe private sector -- from people
in the bu51ness of buying and selllng Amexican products here
and overseas. U.S. 1ndustry, in thlS regard, is miles anead of

. |
'Voff1c1al pollcy.' Amerlcan | companies aHFeady are making great

use of metric measurements.A Many areas of our industry -=-
. |

such as pharmaceutlcals, cameras and space exploration --
. . !
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alreaoy ‘are entlrely or. largely metrrc. ~In adaltlon, many

of the country S: largest retallers are flndrng 1t 1s gooa

| ‘ IR . _ "'j_ '
buslness to deal metrlcally w1th their custoners. A S LIV
b ‘ e

The truth is, that our}contanued use of the Engllsh '],f_i . th

- system of measurement was maklng‘us“an 1sland—1n~a—metr1c
. sea. In 1905 Great Brltaln renounced:its o}&;systethﬂ*‘

measurenent in favor of metrlc. It was rollowed by the

Commonwealth countrles. %Today, more than 90 percent of the,

world's people uses metric measurement in thelr everyday C
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lives,* ' f R I ‘yi o ; S

A few years ago, the Congress asxed the'Secretary of S
| |
‘Cormerce to Fetermlne what 1moact the 1ncreas1ng worldw;de'
. "| . i

use or the metric sjstem WaS haV1ng on the Unlted States . S
1 . l| ! l . ) . ‘-v!l::.%

ana whetherllt WaS desl:able to increase the use of metric ~7w: ﬁi,
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weights and. measures here.f The Natlonal Bureau of Standaras, L
] : P
which conducted thah study, urged wider use of the metric

measurement language.. NBS also proposed a coordinated national
! ‘ ' ' .
'program to,bring this‘abo%t}f The legislation before us today
,impiements that NBS {in ing:
It is 1mnortantvto s:tressl that the.conuersion contemplated.'{g
in this legislation is”toLbe'a%completely'voluntary one. The

v ' . . . L

'vGovernment s function, through‘a U, S ‘Metric Board that I shahf N
; . . .')",
appoint, will be to coordinateﬂand_synchronize increasing use |
_— Co b L . : )
0f metric measurement in the various sectors of our econony . |
| I sign the bili"withéthe conviction that it will enable
, : , -

our country to adopt increasing use of .this convenient measure=

; |
ment language...both at home in our schools and factories, and
. L . .. ) ii . , ) ‘
overseas with Qur traaan!partners. A





