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September &, L975
POOL REPORT AIR FORCE ON WWDREWS AFB to SEATTLE

Wheels up at 1003 a.m

Nessen came back earl; . the flight, saying the President would be

3.

busy on the flight to Seatt working on the six speeches to be given
during the day. He said Ford would be mef by Governor Dapn Evans, Senator
Jarren Magnuson, Seattle Mayor Vies Uhlman and a civic welcoming committee,
He confirmed there would be a question-answer period at the,youth fTestival
weeting in Portland tonight(age of youths ranges from éight to 20.)

On the appodntment of an Interior'Secretéry, Nessen said he had
nothing to’announce and expected nothing in the next couple of days,

(OFF THE RECORD: Nessen advised caution on the name of SBA Administrator

and former North Dakota ¢ongressman Thomas S. Kleppe.) Nessen also
handed out paper oa the renaming of Eazxl J. Silbert as U.S. attorney for
D.C., and Isabell A, Burgess of Phoenix to be a member of the National
Transportation Saefety Board for teram exviring Dec. 351, 197 9.

On the veto of oil decontrol, Nessen szid not %o eipoct enything
ﬁefore Saturday at the earliest. He said demontrol was barely mentioned in
the meeting with Hill leaders and was didcussed for only three-minutes at
the conclusion of that meeting, '

As Ford's helicopter could be heard arriving on the Vhite House lawa,x
for the flight to Andrews, the President said ke#Quickly, = let me say
werertainly hope soma‘compromise can'be reached on oil decontrol,!" E&unz
2 When one of the congressmen 'asked: "When are you going to give a little
more, Mr, Presi dent?", Ford réplied: "oh, come on.% Vie've come from way
over here(gesturing) and we've given 75 per cent." Nessen said this was
a light hearted type oxiZ%ange. Someone then asked if the President would
go for 60 months. Amid considerable laughter, Ford replied: "We've ‘gone
a helluva long way already," 3

Nessen said Zard held a 45-minute briefing at the White House to
spell out proposals to correct specific problems growing out of decontrol.
Zorb said if the veto is sustained and there is no compromise on a phase out,
the Administration will take the following three &&k steps: 1. take the #2
tariff off comblned with windfall pDOfltu and consumer rebates 2, will
propose GMGTEBHCJA eglgidtlon . 4 7 omvey 1nc1udlng authority to protect farmers

and rural hg?e owners who use propane gas and 3, submit legislation to help
oi )

indepcndenﬁnrefiners and marketers adjust to decontrol.
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The rest of the pool report will deal with the Middle East agreement and

the Ford-Kissinger meeting with the congressional leaders.,
The meceting lasted from Jx 7:50 a.m. to 9:35 a.m. When Ford and Kissinger

entered the room, Nessen said there was applause from the 19 Senators and House

members plus 17 staff members, — FRE — 5

In the widdle of the Cabinet iable wae a large, 3 by & foot, reliel
map made out of plagter of the critical Sinai disengagement area.

Ford opéned the meeting with a statement: "Almost from the first &ay I
-took office, the lMiddle East hes had the highest priority." Paraphrasing,
Nessen said the President went into a ¥mmbprmuxdx reditation of the recent
history of the &ix growing tensione in the area since 1974%. In discussions
with Areb and Israeli leaders last year, Ford said thej urged him not to
dllow stagusilon or shalemats; At this point, Ford mentioned Kissinger's
unsuccessful last shuttle attempt, saying "that disappointment, if we had not
pursued the matter further, would keuvux have increased the risk of war."

Pargphrase, Ford said that miz despite the disappointment, the U,S,
éohtinued its negotiating role and its reassessment of U.S. policy-referring
to the meetings with Sadat and Rabin diczunclousxearly ihis sumuex,
.Ford stressed that there was 20 point in sending Kissinger back to the
Middle East unless Zhupz an agreement was almost certain. But he aid that
Yexewewbux even when Kissinger did resume the shuttle "it still took soume
hard bargaining."

‘Ford'then discussed the role of the technicians, emphasizing there

would be no more than 200 and they would be within the United Nations zones
Quote: "We did not initdate this Rux idea(for the civilian technicians).

it came from them." z:iizsza said both Sadat and Rabin had separately raised <flus

® with him. % . .
Lis et ST ‘*oasote. "It (the tecnnlclans) is ® grucial and

key to the settlement."
Ford called them highly expert individuals, not any part of our military
organization and limited in number. The President said he had conferred with

various security and military advisers and all approved the idea.
Ford said there is a fundament&l issue ; "If we let negotiations break xmw down-=

and this was a key item(techniczans)-~a1most inevitably war would break out.
This was a gamble for peace the avoid:the high probability of war., It's a
risk I'm willing to take," :
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Ford emphasized that timing was important and urged them to do anything

Q

possible to expedité consi derctlon. He urged them to aprrove the plan

within two weeks. - (Later, Nessen said Kissinger expleined that the timetalle

now called for the technicians to Im start taking their posts within 2 %
(T8

weeks, )

—— it —— e =

At this point, rora introduced Kissinger “ho cont-nued the briefing.

The Secretary said war would almost certainly have occurred if steps were
not taken and the stalemate had continued. Using the large relief map
nd Ywo other maps on easels(those already umade pubiic) Kiséinger described
the agreement in general outline. A .

duirme Referring to the stations to bLe s manned by U.S, {echnicians,
Kissinycr said: "The threst of‘sur?rise attack is essentially reumoved,
Ve do mot guarantee the agrecueant, We have no role to enforce the
agreemnent,”

Kissinger then went into negotiating history, before going into what

Négsen said was con51&s rable detail on the technicians, He said thess

LSoeotpno-ofsnmanisnisvdannmsad Anmerican technicians would be placed in
five stations in total, Two of the statioas already exist(one Egyptian and
one Israeli) and three others would be manned entirely by Americans.
At any time, Kissinger said, there would not be more than 75 Americans
on duty. He said we committed oursefvez in writing to mo more thaa 200,
Those not on station, he said, will be housed imx outside the &iaengagemcnt
zone, possibly in the Egyptian city of Ismailia on the West Bank of the
canal, j

‘More figures: ~¢ss_nger‘ghnt -at the two stations mowmix still manned
by Israelis and Egypiians there would be a geapesx group of no more than -
five to ten Americane =izt on duty at esche At the three to be manned total
by Americans, there would be 10 to 12 on duty at any time, (Lascd.on <
these fipures, the total at any one time at all five stations would be

Kigzinger said tne Job of the civilian technicians would be to stay in
communication with both sides and the UN. He noted they woﬁld only be
vhere the UN is_loratednin the huffeyéone. Before there would be any
denger to Americans, Kissinger said, the UN ?grggxﬁgaldtQQQQEQg withdrawne
He said the agreement states specifically that the President can withdraw the
Awmerican technicians whenever he believes they are in danger, .It is

totally him dnAcamant
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Kissinger elaborated on the timetable for congressional approval,
mentioned earlier. He said anything-beyond the 2) week period ~-when

Americen technicians are scheduled to be going to rtheir stations~-would
A

hold up the process. Kissinger quote: "Thigﬁggreement) gives the beat

—————

possibilitylfor peace in a long time."
At the start of a questién-snswer period, Speaker Albert was the
first to respond., White House source cuoted Albert: "I an ready to !
recoumend that the Zouse of Representatives approve a concurrent resoludion
a8 sson as possible, I intend to support the proposition.” »
Albexr? asked about how much aid would be given to each country,
{zIZTDer White House sources(Nessen on background) confirmeéd the figures
. given publicly ait?r the meeting by House minority leader John Rhodes,
Rhodes said the aid for Israel im FY 1976 would range from 2.1 to 2.3
villions of dollars., ©Of that total, %.5 billion would be military
sesistance. For Egypt, Rhodes said the economic aid(no military) would
range from 600 to 650 millions. '

eucsan sl reinpe R RoRisTeT¢RuToaghil sy
After dEdclosing the aid range, the President said: "When you

look at the need for stabili{y and the enormous cost of another war,
this(the aid) is a good investment."
Nessen said that Majority Leader Mansfield raised the guestion of
the Israeli loss of the &% oil ficld at Abu Rudayé. Nessen declined
to give details, subject to Kissinger's testimony later today to the
Benate Foreign Relations Committiee.
. The President repeatedly made the point; according to Nessen,
that the agreement was a first step ::ﬁat:::k', but that continued
nomentum is needed to evoid war, . | -
Agked about = any private understandings or secret agreenments
e Iﬁi:&:?z:::::E:Z:::Eab.Kiseinger said : "There will be no
secret agreements that will be kept from Congress,"
Another question deglt with whéther this agreement would lead to Soviel
denands thatzgggfi troops be stationed slong the Golan Heights. Kisszinger note

this sermed to be an unlikely prospect since both Israel and Egypt had askes
for the U.S. tebhnicisns,
Kissinger said that if the U.S. can keep the peace progress going,

war can be avoided.
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K*331«5cr, on his own, notcats at’ some people nad rade an gl

enalogy between the sitatigaing of t:?'tecnnlclana on the Sinai and tThe
original dispédching of U,S. advisers to Bietnam., Nessen, parapnraszné
Kissinger, said in Vietnem, the U.S, got imvolved in a military operation
Lo help one side win, to train the army of ome side, In the Sinei,

the number of Americans is small Jare volunteers, civilians, techniclans
and they are there at the request of both sideszato give varning of

suspicious movemeats, He said they would be ‘withdrawn if in danger,

On board AF One for the fligh£¢== were Senator Bob Packwood,
Rephblicen of Oregon; Senator Ted Stevens, Republican of Alaska, and
Pop. Joel Pritchard, Republican of Washingion,
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