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THE VHITE HOUSE
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EXECUTIVE ORLER

RENUWCIATION OF CERTAIJ US:S Id VAR OF CHEMICAL
hERBICIDES Allb RIOT CONTROL AGEATS

The United States renounces, as a matter of national
policy, first use of herbicides in war except use, under
regulations applicable to their domestic use, for control
of vegetation within U.S. bases and installations or around
their immediate defensive perimeters, and first use of riot
control agents in war except in defensive military modes to
save lives such as:

) (a) Use of riot control ajents in riot control
situations in areas under direct and distinct U.S. military
control, to include controlling riotinz prisonsrs of war.

(b) Use of riot control agents in situations in which
civilians are used to mask or screen attacks and civilian
casualties can be reduced or avoided.

(c) Use of riot control agents in rescue missions, in
remotely isolated areas, of downed aircrews ancd passengers,
and escaping prisoners.

(d) Use of riot control agents in rear echelon areas
outside the zone of immediate cowbat to protect convoys from
civil disturbances, terrorists and paramilitary organizations.

I have determined that the provisions and procedures
prescribed by this Order are necessary to ensure proper im-
plementation and observance of such national policy.

HOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me
as President of the United States of America by the Constitution
and laws of the United States and as Cormander-in-Chief of the
%rTﬁd Forces of the United States, it is hereby ordered as
ollows:

Section 1. The Secretary of Defense shall take all
necessary measures to ensure that the use by the Armed
Forces of the United States of any riot control agents and
chemical herbicides in war is prohibited unless such use
has Presidential approval, in advance.

Sec. 2. The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe the
rules and regulations he deems necessary to ensure that the
national policy herein announced shall be observed by the
Armed Forces of the United States.
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