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SURVEY OF Bo:zDupl COOPERATION, PROJECTS, RND PLANS

Calong a 1946-mile inter naticnal boundary, running
1248 miles in the Rio Grande throuah fertile valleys
and picturesque Canyons, and nearlv 700 miles over
dezerts and mO«uLdl“S, there are no borderx fortresses,

and no scntrieg, and nRore rhan 150 million weople
cross from oneg coont“v +n the otner each vear. The

Governments of the two countries have tried, as good
neighboxrs, to make of the houndary & COL nhecting rather -
than separating iine for the developm ent of econcmic:
gocial, and cultural ties bhotwecen the peOples -—a

place for cooperative endeavor on the part of the
Goverrments themselves, The Governments have attenoted

to acor :c
and resolv
on & b) naar
thereby %ne“ =hle *o achieve much

<

date one another's intoerests and to adjust
& the  common probdlems that 1ﬁ9v1tapl -arise
v of this extent and natubu. They have

for thelir people<

.that n01nnc1 Government uou]d have aCCOﬂmixfhed alone.

Territorial problems
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Flood Contrel and Conservation of Water

The freguent Rio Grande floods causzed another
problen. They threatened lives and propexrty as iryri-
gation projects and urban centers hegan to develop
on both sides of the boundary. pelow El Paso the
Commission undeortook a ractification preject in which

r confined within levees and the river
riconed from L55 to £8 miles, entailing an

IS
o

ary exchange of over 5,000 acres petween
es. In the Lower Rio Grance Valley the
G’_\

e

*
Comuibsion devicsed an elaborate combination of 3
floodways and leveaes, which has protected ona of the
nost productive semi-tropical drxrigated erveas, as well
ag its cities, in the United States and Mexico.
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bs vopulation g watoer bha-
came more valuable a more important.
The Govewrnments aske +o turn its
tion vo an allocation of the ¥ £ the Ric Grm
and Colorado Biver. By an agre of 1906 thiey had
already established itles Mexico to the
Rio Grande watoers p 1 Pasg ow which tho Rio
Grande Reconas &lno elly dc L, except in
flood. The Coiumiss a lo § cult negotia~
i 1 woceady o oallocab = an thoe
Lo Grande weters below the Tl Peso-
=5 well as the waters.of the Colowado
id so in Watl Treaty 944 Yy
che sion zal i
ter Lon;
_ ch ¢ alssil
the control ana con lon of
Undey that treaty © e ¢o

operate Falcon and mistad Dama,

structures partly in.ecach countiy, zoulate most of
the flows in the lower reaches oI e,

SunitatiOn :

Also with the increase in pooulat¥rﬁ appeafca
sanitation problems. Tha 1944 Viater.Treaty provided
for preferential attentlon to such problams, and the
Commission chose the pr*"tlca] alternative of adeopiing
joint soluticns only wiere unilateral solutions grnved
infeasible. Most of the communities handled the dis-

boy

[aiy
position of their own wastes. On the land boundary
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