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Vermont

President |1 Committee

86 Main Street
Burlington, Vermont 05401

October 15, 1976

Dear Mike:

The President Ford Committee of Vermont can't thank you
enough for your visit. What an exciting day! It will
be my most wemorable day of the campaign.

I was brought up in a religious family and I have
malntained my religlous upbringing, however, I have
not professed Christian responsibilities Lo my friends
and fellow workers. It takes a tremendous amount of
courage and dedication to talk about Christian
responsibilities.

As you stood on the lawn in front of the community
church in Jamaica with the leaves rustling and the
sun shining, homemade donuts and cider being served,
and excited little school children listening to your
words about commitment to "my Lord, my family, and
my country," you renewed my faith and many, many
others' faith in these three most important aspects
of life.

Your family has proven to be a great asset to our
Pregsident. The conversations about your visit to
Vermont are accompanied by very warm feelings toward
you and your father's candidacy. I hope you will
continue to travel in your father's behalf because
the sincerity that you show, reflects in the people
you talk with.

Please come back and bring Gail for a few days of the
best skiing in the nation! Ski Vermont.

Thank you,

Lee Edwards
Executive Director
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: e Michael fora,
Restraint ‘Not Physical’
But Cord Was Broken

"BRATTLEBORO, (AP) Eastern European countries,

— The Secret Service said a The President made the
misunderstanding was remark in San Fransico during
_tesponsible for two agents a nationwide TV debate.

removing a newsman Monday * I think he needed to clarify .

i~om a room of people waiting it more than he did,” said
to greet President Xord’s son, Ford.

. Michael. “] think what his intention

Larry Smith, a reporter for was- there that the United

_ WTSA radio here, said two States will not recognize the do-

agents forcibly took him from a mination of Eastern Europe by

o R S TR e

THE ELDEST SON of President Ford, Michael, campaigziag for his father’s
shook hands and gave out autographs at the Hoistein-Friesian Association in
today. He sald that President Ford “‘recognizes tae indomi s e spirit and will«
of Eastern Europe,” and “this is what the United Statew =il fight for.”” He .
cannot use military force,” but will ‘‘exercise strong inilnence” diplomaticall
Furopean countries from the Soviet Union's dominance. While debating h
Jimmy Carter last week, Ford said that Eastern Europe was not under Soviet
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Ford’s Son Brings Presidential
Campaign To Souihern Vermont

PRESIDENTS' PROGENY met in Jamaica Monday. Mrs. Robert T. Gaunnett, grand-
daughter of President Theodore Roosevelt, was Introduced by her husband, Sen. Gannett,
feft, to the eldest son of President Ford, Michael, right, while Secret Service gnards like the
one in the background watched. Mrs. Gannett sald that she was lmpressed by the young
representative of the “first family.”
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By VIRGINIA PAGE

JAMAICA — A quiet-spoken seminarian
hit the campaign trail on behalf of his
father, the President of the United States,
in southern Vermont Monday. Michael
Ford, 26, of Gorden Conwell in-
terdenominational seminary in KEssex,
Mass., said that he had been campaigning
only three weeks.

He told a group of schoolchildren and
Vermont politicians in a brief speech in
Jamaica that he and his wife, Gayle,
“have stayed under cover and:haven't
done much traveling” during the cam-
paign.

“But we feel that we have the respon-
sibility and obligation to our family and
our children and our country as American
citizens and an obligation to Our Lord as
we believe in him to be involved in the
political process,” he said.

First Visit

This was ‘“‘Mike’ Ford's first visit in
Vermont. After landing at the Keene,
N.H., airport with a2 phalanx of. Secret
Service guards, he went to the Holstein-
Friesian offices in Brzttleboro. There he

shook hands and signed autographs with
employes and local candidates, and made
his only political comments during an
extremely brief press conference.

(Just previously, the Secret Service had
harassed most of the representatives of
the press by demanding to see their
identification, testing their cameras, and

in the case of Larry Smith of WTSA,

shoving himn against a wall and breaking
the microphone of his tape recorder.

Asked why the Secret Service picked on
the news reporters, but not on the in-
numerable politicians and ordinary people
who flocked around Ford, an ageat
replied, “You have closer proximity.")

Military Force

Michael Ford said during the press
conference “I enjoy being with people and
talking about what I believe in: one thing
ismy Christian faith, and the other thing is
my father. I respect Gov. Carter's
Christian faith, and I also respect my
father’s Christian faith. The difference
between my father's and Gov. Carter’s

" Christian faith is in style and expression.”

He then got entangled in the question of

what President Ford meant when he said
during the last debate with Carter that
Eastern European couniries are¢ not
domi: ited by the Soviet Union. Young
Ford said that his father meant that the
people of those countries “have an in-
dominitable spirit, and will - not be
dominated, and we recognize their
decision to seek freedom. This is what the
United States will fight for.”

But when asked about the word ““fight,”
and if that meant military intervention, he
quickly added, “We can’t use military -
force, but we can exert a strong influence"” -
diplomatically. :

Crafts Falr

Ford’s press conference was then
abruptly ended, and he only rarely
referred to political issues during his tour
of Mt. Snow and Jamaica. He lunched at
Mt. Snow with Barbara Snelling, the wife
of Richard Snelling of Shelbwrne, the
Republican candidate for governor, with
T. Garry Buckley of Bennington,
Republican candidate for lieutenant

See FORD’S, Page 6
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Michael Ford in Fender-Bender

DURHAM, N.H. (AP) — Three
cars of a motorcade, including one
carrying President Ford's oldest son,
Michael, became entangled in a mi-
nor accident Saturday on a rain
slicked highway, a spokesman for
the President Ford Committee said.

mediutely after the incident the mo-
torcade proceeded to the University

of New Hampshire campus where . .
the 26-year-old Ford watched partof -

the UNH-Maine football game,
Ford, is making a three-state
swing throueh New FEneland in

of the region.

Michael Ford, a theology student
at Essex, Mass., said he is “certain
that some (Eastern European) coun-

tries feel...(Soviet) influence” but -

that the official U.S. policy is “to



. dent Ford's son Michael has
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Larry Smith ~«
Gets Apology

+ BRATTLEBORO, Vi (UPI)
~ A radio newsman whe was
. pushed around by Secret
. Service agents during a cam-
paign visit Monday by Presi-

received apologies from state
and national officials of the

Bard poarmnaion
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Ford Son Says Campaign
Is Aimed at the People

Michael Ford, the President's at2:15 p.m, Then he will travel to
oldest son, will demonstrate in Bennington, scheduled to arrive
Windham County Monday that at 3:435,

“the Ford campaign is aimed at  Fritts, who is chairman of the
the people,” according to Ford ‘'People for Ford" committee
campaign official William Fritts. working in Vermont said he I
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Newsman

. L L

Complains
BRATTLEBORO,

(UPI) - A ' radlo
newsmar has filed formal
complaints he was puahe
around by Secret. Servic
agenis during & campal
visit by Michael Ford, the
president’s 28-year ol
son. :

- WTSA News Director
Larry Smith cherged he
was preparing for a pre-
arranged interview
Monday with Ford when
agents dragged him
forcibly from the room,
shoved him agalnst a
wall, insulted. thim,
pearched his recording
squipment and. broke a
inicrophone, TR

————

- 8 Y - oSy SHFEY LS

Smith said he had been ;

told earller by officials of
thz President Ford
Blection Committee to
enter an offlce bullding
where the president's
oicest son was due to meet
workers, i

He sald he awaiting
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%Secref Service
s Agents Rough Up
‘«*Nf Newsman

wY

W BRATTLEBORO, Vt. (UPI)
— A radio newsman has filed
formal complaints he was
pushed around by Secret
Service agents during a cam-
paign visit by Michael Ford,
the president's 26-year old son,

b W:I:SA News Director Larry
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POF -A2D AMAED INTERVIEY wITH FO®D YE STERPDAY wHEM ACENTS DraArGED HI ¥
FOPCTRLY FPOM THE R00%, <ipyEp HIM ARAINST o waLL, 1vSuLTER HIv,
SEARTHED HIS REm®D1Na EQUIPMENT AND PoQXF A MICROPHCNE .,

MITH SAID HE HAD EfFN TOLD EAPLIER PY QFFICIALS OF TuE PRESIDENT
FORPTH) OOMM ITTEE TO ENTEP av CFFICE SUILDING WHERF THE PRESIDENT's
PLNDEST enN wag DUE TO MEET WRYERS, HE SATID HE was YATITING FOR FORD
AN CONDUCTING A SEPARATE INTERVIEW WHEN HE WAS GRABRED RY THE SECRET
SFPVICE AGENTS,

oy .
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FORD=-REPUATER
BRATTLEBuRU, VT. (4P) -- A RADIU STATIUN NEWSNMAN SAID TOGDAY HE Was
HELD TU A WALL AND HIs [APE RECOKDEK WAs DANMAGED BY SECKET SEKVICF
AGENTS BEFUKE & PRE=ARRANGED INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT FURD' 5 SON,
[HE SECKET SERVICE DENIED THaT PHYSICAL FORCE wWas JSELD AND SAID THr

INCIDENT STEMMED FRGOM A MISUNDERSTANDING WITH THE FURD CAMP&IGN
STAFF.

LARRY SMITH UF WTsa RADIO SAID HE FILFD a COMPLAINT WITH FGhD'S
STATE CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS> AND THE S05TON OFFICE UF THF SECRET
SERVICE AFI[EK HE Was UNABLE TO RECURD aN INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL Fun[.

Hz SAID A FORD COURDINATOR TULD HIM 10 ENTER a RECEPTIUN AREA PRIuk
TU THE INTERVIEW, BJUT Twu SZCRET SERVICE AGENTS LATER CAME INTO THE
KUOM AND HELD HIM '"PINNED AGAINST THE waLL . ** BREAKING THE MICRUPHUNF
CURD UN HIS RECOKDEK.

AFTEr SEArRCHING HIs FQUIPHMENT, HE SAID, THE AGENTS RELEASED HIK
WITHOUT EXPLANATION. A THIRD AGENT LATER APULOGIZED, SMITH SAID. ''HE
SAID SUNMETHING LIKE, *THE AGENTS WEREZ a4 LITTLE EDEY."

JACK WARNER, SECRET SERVICE SPUKESMAN IN WASHINGTCON, 3AID THS HGENS
DID NUT KNOW SMITH HAD BEEN GIVEN PERMISSIUON TO ENTErR THE RUUM.
**BUT THE AGENTS 5AIC THEY WERE WNOT PHYSICAL WITH THE REPORTER, " "
WARNER S5AID. C
SMITH SAID HE COULD NOT TAPE HIs INTERVIEW WITH FOKD, 26, BECAUSE B
THE 3rUXEWN MICnUPHUNE COKD.
YOUNG FUnD wWas UN A CANPAIGN SWING THRUUGH NEW ENGLAND.,

18-11-75 15:43EDT
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Michael Ford visits Manchester "“"X‘.

President Ford's son Michael (second from left) poses with Barbara Snelling.
wife of GOP gubernatorial candidate Richard Snelling, T. Garry Buckley.
candidate for lieutenant governor and his wife Barbara Buckley at Man-
chesfer's Republican Headquarters near the Battenkill Arcade on Routes 11
and 30 yesterday afternoon. The younger Ford was warmly received by a
jubliant throng of Ford supporters and Republican officials.  (See related
story on page 1.)






