
The original documents are located in Box 11, folder “12/16/76 - President's Committee on 
Mental Retardation” of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 

Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



• 

PRESIDENT'S COMMJTTEE ON MENTAL RETARDATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2020i 

Mrs. Betty Ford 
'Ihe White H::>use 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

!Ear Mrs. Turd: 

November 22, 1976 
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The President's Comnittee on 1'12ntal Retardation has scheduled its next 
rreeting for Decem'cer 9-10, 1976 1 at the Old Tovm Fbliday Inn, Alexandria; 
Virginia. Ch behalf of the Comnittee, I would like to invite you to 
attend any portion of the rreeting. We \\Ould be pleased to have you 
make scxoe rerrarks to the group whenever your schedule will clllow you 
to attend. 

In addition, the Committee rrerrbers would 'be .rrost honored if you could 

I
· attend our reception on Thursday evening, J:Ecernber 9, frorr. 7:00 to 

9:00 p.m. It is the unaninous decision of the Corrmittee rrerrbers to 
recognize your contributions to the field of rrental retardation by 
presenting to you, at the e\lelling reception, q.__special award from the 
J;resid0 nt ' s Committee- on rental Retardation. ·2 

· -
V\e rope that you and the President, as well as other rrerrbers of the First 
Family, shall be able to be present for this occasion. Ch behalf of 
all retarded citizens, we are grateful to you for the wany hours you 
have volmtarily given to enhance the lives of retarded people . 

I look forward to hearing from you and hope we shall have the pleasure 
of your company. 

( 

r\ 
-j 

/ 
; 

I 
/ ,_ ,, 

( 

:.;; I . ;, 
.. ( - / ,__,.f-~ / .• '·: ,, . 

. -- I ,,. ,; 
• .J~ !Y: ,, -~ / 

__ / - , /; / _,,,_, <~ ' <. • .-/ 

,. ~ I _.,.,,,,/ ,• ' 

Digitized from Box 11 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



• 

12/6/76 

• {:.._, I _;' ,tJ/;t 
/; '/'', I 0"'-

1)•1./--t~ ) __;;~ . ~ 
-_,{...>·'v" to rl/ ' 
/~'".' 

_,,,,-

talked to Fred Krause and said Mrs. Ford could not attend req:tion 

he siad committee would like to present the award to Mrs. Ford 

sometime. 

(he said Mrs. Jean Collier is a personal friend of Mrs. Ford rs 
and was going to speak to her about this. ) 

he a lso suggested that the tour of the White House for Retarttded 
Children in D. C. might be a time when Mrs. Ford might a,ccept the 
award, (F3<?- 3 .';;1-ff - /tf. c.C) 

JUlie 

.. , .. • 

. . 

· .. 



• 

PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON ~1 ENT AL RET ARDATfON 
WASHlNGTON, D.C. 20201 

lf.trs. Betty Ford 
The White Ibuse 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs . Ford: 

November 22, 1976 

~~ 
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The President's Conrnittee on M:~ntal Retardation has scheduled its next 
rr.::::eting for Decei-r1J:,er 9-10 1 1976, at t_h.e Old 'Ibv!n !bliday Inn, Alexandria, 
Virginia. Ch behalf of the Conrni ttee, I -would like to invite you to 
attend any portion of the :rreeting. We v.;ould be pleased to have you 
make sorre re:rrarks to the group whenever your schedule will a'.llow you 
to attend. 

In addition, the ComTri.ttee rreIPbers -would-~ 110st honored if you could 

I
· attend our recept.ion on Thursday evening, December 9 1 from 7 :00 to 

9:00 p.m. It is the unanirrous decision of the Corrmittee rrenbers to 
recognize your contributions to the field of rrental retardation by 
presenting to you1 at the evening reception1 a s]'.)3cial award from the 
President's Committee on fl.'.ental Retardation. ·' ·.· 

We rope that you and the President1 as well as other nenbers of the First 
Family, shall be able to be present for this occasion. Ch behalf of 
all retarded citizens 1 ·we are grateful to you for the rrany hours you 
have V'Oluntarily given to enhance the lives of retarded people. 

I look forward to hearing from you and hope we shall have the pleasure 
of your company. 
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talked to Fred Krause and said Mrs. Ford could not attend req±ion 

he siad committee would like· to present the award to Mrs . Ford 

sometime. 

(he said Mrs. Jean Collier is a personal friend of Mrs. Fordrs 
and was going to speak to her about this. ) 

he also suggested that the tour of the. White House for Retar,;tded 
Children in .D. C. might be a time when Mrs. Ford might af:cept the 

D award, (F.3#- 3 -' thf - /6 ~J 
, .. 

-: 
~-.. - JUlie 1 

.... 

. . 

. ( 



• 

i-~~~; . FORD 

] : 10 p .m. Thurs<lily, Decembe r lG, 1976 
Map Room 

Photog1·a.::Jh accepting a\·0~~-_frJ~:i 

President ' s Committee o n t-ie nt;.-11 ·-------
Hctardation 

Guests: Secre1:_9E:y_J?_9vid Mat:E_:ews, HEW 
Mr~i:~d Krause , Executive Director, PC~lR 
Lorr~~-~~~eede , Vice Chairman, PCMR 
Jean Collier 

tvhen your guests have assembled, Susan Porter will escort you 
to the Map Room for photographs of your accepting a special award 
from the President's Corrunittee on Mental Retardation. As you know, 
you have been an honorary member of the President 's Committee on 
Mental Retardation since March 1975 and it is in recognition of 
your public stateme nts and encouragement of work with th~ mentally 
retarded that this award is being given. 

At the conclusion , you will wa lk irext door to the Diplomatic 
Reception Room for the next photo. 

1:20 p . m; Thursday, December 16, 1976 
Diplomatic Reception Room 
Photograph accepting wheelchair ·~ 

for the White House given by 
the Wilkes Barre Kiwanis tvheelchair 
Club 

Guests : Mr. William H. Younq, President, Wilkes Barre Kiwanis 
Wheelchair Club 

l':'.1.!="...:.__qe:.<?.E3_e_ H . Strimel, Jr., President, Wilkes Barre 
1: i r_,/.";'. n ; ~j r: 1 ub 

t-1!".". 1 ;t. : ....... d~ ·:· . C.:tr.lt:~ , E:.:~·~2 1·1 ,ii1) \i"~. ~ ~ l'L·P~~ .:-~J ... !-~:. , ~ ··~·i_l}:t:s 
.... -- - - - - - ·--·-·-------

Barre Kiwanis Wheel c hair Club 
Mr~~~es R. Burress, Executive Director, Committee for 
the Handicapped, People- to- People Program 

Mr. w. J . Mccahill , Sr., Consultant, Committee for the 
Handicapped , People-to-People Program 

The Wilkes Barre Kiwanis Wheelc hair Club preserited a whe elchair 
to the White House during the Johnson Administration and now would 
l ike to present a newer one for use by people coming to the White 
House . Although a second chair is being given for designation to 
a charity of your choice , the focus of this meetin g will only b e on 
the White House chair. At the conc lusion , ·y.ou will dep.urt for the 
Hospital for Sick Children. 

sus an porter 
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PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON MENTAL RETARDATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

JV.irs. Ee tty Ford 
The White lbuse 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Fbrd: 

November 22, 1976 
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The President's Conrnittee on !-IJ2ntal Retardation has scheduled its next 
rreeting for December 9-10, 1976, at t..1-ie Old Tov:in !blicl.a_y Inn, Alexandria; 
Virginia. Ch behalf of the Corrmittee, I "VVOuld like to invite you to 
attend any :portion of the :rreeting. We '1.-.Duld be pleased to have you 
make sare remarks to the group whenever your schedule will cillow you 
to attend. · 

In addition, the Comrnittee :rre:rribers "VVOuld be nost honored if you could 

I
. attend our reception on Thursday evening, December 9 , from 7: 00 to 

9:00 p.m. It is the unanirrous decision of the Corrmittee rrerrbers to 
recognize your contributions to the field of rrental retardation by 
presenting to you, at the evening reception, a srecial award from the 
President's Committee on JV.ental Retardation. -... 

_, 

Vie OOfB that you and the President, as well as other nerrbers of the First 
Family, shall be able to be present for this occasion. Ch behalf of 
all retarded citizens, we are grateful to you for the :rrany hours you 
have mluntarily given to enhance the lives of retarded people. 

I look forward to hearing from you and hope we shall have the pleasure 
of your company. · 
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talked to Fred Krause and said Mrs. Ford could not attend reqtion 

he siad committee would like to present the award to Mrs . Ford 

sometime. 

(he said Mrs. Jean Collier is a personal friend of Mrs. Ford rs 
and was going to speak to her about this. ) 

he also suggested that the tour of the White House for Retar~ded 
Children in D. C. might be a time when Mrs. Ford might a.ccept the 
award, (/.'-3-<?- 3 .'thf - /~ bC) 
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