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IRS are presented in their homes or places of work....They
come across like common-man heroes of a Frank Capra movie and
the IRS is léft to play the role of unfeeling villain.

——

Arnold R. Isaacs, Baltimore Sun, Phnom Penh: Losing a
war is not a simple matter, and some of the complexities are
coming into view as the United States Embassy here gets deeper
into planning the possible evacuation of Americans and other
foreigners remaining in Cambodia. The "bugout plan," as it
is usually referred to, does not sound complicated, but it is,
as was. shown this week when the U. S. Ambassador, John Gunther
Dean, tried to begin cutting down the staffs of relief agencies.
Because the beginning of an American pullout might cause panic
among the Cambodians, Mr. Dean had to reverse course when
word of his order leaked out. The whole episode was denied
officially, but not before it had given a glimpse of the
ambassador in the position of a man trying to pull playing
cards out of the middle of an intricate card-house without
causing the whole structure to collapse -- and without letting
anyone know that he was doing anything at all.

———

Wall Street Journal, Panama City, Panama: The government
of Panama has decided to take over the Cerro Colorado copper
property in Panama being developed by Canadian Javelin Ltd.
Gen. Omar Torrijos Herrera, President of Panama, said in a
statement the decision follows the breakdown of talks earlier
this month between the government and a group Canadian Javelin
had formed to develop the copper deposit, which is reportedly
one of the world's largest. "Gen. Torrijos said: "Our
negotiating team made every effort to conclude an arrangement
for an exploitation concession. Unfortunately this wasn't
possible, and by mutual consent the negotiations were terminated.
We have therefore decided to indemnify and compensate. ...We
will mazke an initial payment of $5 million." Canadian Javelin
earlier this month said its investmentes and advances for all
phases of the Cerro Colorado project totaled about $25 million.

—— —

Christian Science Monitor, "Stage Manager for Panama Peace,"

by Benijamin Welles: Gen. Omar Torrijos unchallenged authority
in this nation of 1.6 million people appears to be a key factor
in the current U. S.-Panamanian negotiations for a new canal
treaty -- and for a better political relationship. General










TALKING NOTES FOR PHONE CONFERENCE WITH HOtJSE AND
SENATE LEADERS CONCERNING PHNOM PENH EVACUATION

1. The President has authorized our Ambassadbr Ain Phnom

Penh to begin evacuation of the American staff under our éétablished
evacuation plans. Phase One will begin immediately and will reduce
down to a bare minimum essential stéff those Americans remaining.
It will utilize fixed-wing aircraft and the civilian airport. Most US
citizens, some third-country nationals, and some Khmer will be

. lifted out under Phase One.

2. Should it become essential--because of security developments

in Phnom Penh--to remove the remaining minimum staff,‘fchist Willj
be done. You should be aware that this ’fir‘xal step couid fequii:é,

in extreme circumstances, the use of helicopters and limited nu'xnbe‘ri
of Marine security forceé to secure landing zones. |

3. It is essential that information be held in strictest cohﬁdence

to prevent any publicity that could jeopardize the safet} _éf the ;';r‘na.inizﬁgg‘

Americans in Phnom Penh.
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November 7, 1973 " w8 Pub, Law 93-148

SEPARABILITY CLAUSE

Sec. 9. If any provision of this joint resolution or the application
thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the joint resolution and the application of such provision to any other
person or circumstance shall not be affected there%y.

.

EFFECTIVE DATE .

Sec. 10. This joiut resolution shall take effect on the date of its
enactment.

CARL ALBERT
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

JAMES O. EASTLAND
President of the Senate pro tempore.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, US.,
November 7, 1973,

“The House of Representatives having proceeded to reconsider the resolution
(H. 1. Res. 542) entitled “Joint resolution concerning the war powers of
Congress and the President”, returned by the President of the United States
with his objections, to the House of Representatives, in which it originated, it
was

Resolved, That the said resolution pass, two-thirds of the House of
Representatives agreeing 10 pass the same. i S

Attest: ‘ ~
W. PAT JENNINGS

Clerk.

I certify that this Joint Resolution originated in the House of Representa-
tives.
W. PAT JENNINGS
Clerk.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
. November 7, 1973,

The Senate having proceeded to reconsider the joint resolution (H. J, Res.
542) entitled *Joint resolution concerning the war powers of Congress and the
President”, retumed by the President of the United States with his objections
to the House of Representatives, in which it originated, it was
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Pub, Law 93-.148 -6 -

Resobved, That the said joint resolution pass, two-thirds of the Senatom
present having voted in the affirmative.
Attest:
FRANCIS R. YALEQ

Secretary.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY1

HOUSE REPORTS: No. 93-287 (Cormm. on Foreign Affairs) and No. $3-547
(Comm, of Confarsnce),
SENATE REPGRT No, 93-220 accompwing S. 440 (Comm. on Foreisn
Relations).
CONGRESSTOMAL RECORD, Vol. 119 {1973):
June 25, July 13, considersd and passed Housse,
July 18 - 20, considersd and passed Senate, smended, in
1ieu of 5. 440
Oct. 10, Senats agrasd to conference veport, )
Oct, 12, House zgrsed to confersnce rsport, o
WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS,; Vol, 9y No, 43:
Ost, 24, vetoed; Presidential message,
CONGAESSIOMAL RECORD, Vol, 119 (1973):
Nov, 7, House and Serate overrode veto,

November 7, 1973 V
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

MEMO FOR: DON RUMSFELD

FROM: JACK MARS%\

Attached for the President's consideration
is the report on Congressional contacts in
re the Phnom Penh matter.

Since he had departed before this was
completed, please inform Henry.

Thanks,

Attachment




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation
Senator Case |

Time: 9:?30. p.m.

Place re;chéd: D.C.

Comment: O.K. Believes War Powers Act does not cover rescue operation.
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NQDIS

E.,0. 116521 GOS .
TAGSt PFOR, OREP, (SCOTT, HUGH)
SUBJECT: CAMBODIA

1, PLEASE PASS TnE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FrOm JOMN MARGH,
WHITE HUUSE, 1O SENATOK HUGH SCOTT ASAP:

2, BEGIN MESSAGE: THE PRESIDENT HAS AUTHCRIZED OUR
AMBASSADOR IN PHNUM PENH TO BEGIN EVALUATION OF THE AMERI=
CAN STAFF UNDER DUR ESTABLISHED EVACUATION PLANS, PHASE
ONE WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY AND WILL REDUCE DOWN TO A BARE
MINIMUM ESSENTIAL STAFF THOSE AMEKICANS ReMAINING, 1T
AILL UTILIZE FIXEU~WING AIRLRAFT AND THE CIVILIAN AIRPORT,
MOST US CIT!ZerS, SUME THIKD=COUNTRY NATIUNALS, AND SOME
KHMER WILL BE LIFTED OUT uNDER PHASE ONE,
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3, SHOULD IT BEUOME ESSENTIAL==BLCAUSE OF SECURITY DRVELOP=
MENTS In PHNOM PENH==TU REMOVE THh REHAINING MInIMU STAFF,
THIS wILL BE DONE, YUU SHOULL BE AwARE ThAT THIS FINAL

STEP CUULD KEGUIRE, IN EXTRENME CIngMéTANcﬁép THE USE OE
HELICOPTERS ANL LINMITED NUMBEK UF MARLNE SECURITY FORCES

TO SECURE LANUDING ZONES, '

Lood 4. 17 IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS INFGRMATION BE HELD IN
' g STRICTEST CONFIDENCE TO PREVENT ANY PUBLICITY THAT COULD :

j JEOPAKDIZE THE LIVES OF THE REMAINING AMEKICANS IN
E@F PHNOM PENH, END MESSAGE.

&
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5, PLEASE CONFLRM WHEN MESSAGE HAS BEEN DELIVERED. KISSINGER
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A Q'E\f NODIS

(  E,0, 116521 6DS
TAGS:  PFOR, OREF, (ALBERT, CARL)(RHODES, JOHN)
%?b;; SUBJECT:  CAMHODIA

FOR THE AMBASSADOR

1, PLEASE PASS THE FULLOWING MES3AGE FROM JOHN MARSH,
WA ITE HOLSE p st RegemE iR e o s g g ee |

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: THE PRESIVDENT HAS AUTHORIZED OUR

AMBASSADOR Il PHEHOM PENA TO tGIN EVALJATIUN UF THE ANER]w

CANCSEPARE UNbeit Dult ESTABLITSHLD EVALUATION BLANS, PHAOE

GrE wILL phEolIn IntbulATELY AL wILh REDUCE POAN TU A UARE

MINIHUM ESScNTIAL STAFF THUSE AMEnICANS REMAINING, I

WILL UTILIZE FIxbu=wING AIRCRAFI ANU THE CIVILIAN AIRPORT,
BELoHEF

win 1[zplsg
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MOST US CITIZENS, SUME THIND=COUNTRY NATIUNALS, AND SUMc %

KrbER WILL o€ LIFTEL OUT UNDER PHASE UNb.

3, SHOULD IT bhLoMe ESSENTIAL==BECAUSE UF SECURITY

DEVELUPHENTS IN PHNOW PEHRw=TY REWROVE THE REMAIRING MINIHUM

STAFF, THIS wiLL bE DONE. YUU SHLULU Be AwAcg THAT Tnld

FINAL STEP Cuuly KEUUINE, IN ExTaoHco LInCuUns TANCES, ThE

USE OF RELICOFTLRS AND LIMITEL WHUBBLR OF FaRINE SECURITY

FORCES TU seCuBe LANGING ZURRS. N
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4, 1T 1S ESSENTIAL THAT THIS INFURHATION B HELD IN
SYRICTEST CUNFIUENCE TO PREVEWT ANY PUBLICITY ThAT

1 COULD JEUPAKDIZE THe LIVES OF THE KEMAINING AMERICANS IN
Rl PHNOM PENH,  END HESSAGE. -
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;Ewgf TAGS: PFOR, OREP (O'NEILL, THOMAS} PRICE, MELVIN)
4‘} 1 .

P'”g SUBJECT: CAMBODIA

11 For THE AnbASSADOR

i'.

™ 1, PLEASE PASS THE FOLLDwWING MESSAGE FROM JOMN MARSH,.
iy WHITE HOUSE, TO CONGRESSMEN THOMAS UINEILL AND MELVIN PRICE
P dd ASAP:

{11 2, BEGIN MESSAGE; ThE PRESIUENT HAS AUTHORIZED OUR

Pl 1 AMBASSADDR IN PHNOM PENH T0 BEGLIN EVACUATIUN OF THE AMEKIw
‘o CAN STAFF UNDER Ouk ESTABLISHED EVACUATIGN FLANS, PHASE
%Y ONE WILL bEGIN IMMEOIATELY AND wILL REDUCE OOWN TO A BARE
prret SEERET
! . WHM /2778
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MINIfUd ESSENTIAL STAFF  THOSE AMERICANS REMAINING,

1T willb UTILIZE FIXcUwwIhG AIrCRAFT AnD ThE CIVILIAN AIRw=
PORT, NMOST US CITIZENS, SOME THIRD=CUUNTKY NATLONALS, AND
SOME KHMER WILL BE LIFTED OUT UNDER PHASE ONE,

3. SHOULD IT BECOME ESSENTIAL==BECAUSE OF SECURITY DEVEL(GPw
MENTS IN PHNOM PENH==TO REMUVE THE KEMALINING MINIMUM STAFF,;
THIS WlLL Bt DONE. YuU ShOULD BE AwWARE THAT THIS FINAL

STEP CcOuULY REwWUIKE, IN EXTREME CIKCUMSTANCES, ThnE USE OF
HELICUPTERS AND LIMITED NUMBER UF MARINE SECURITY FURCES 70
SECURE LANDING ZONLES,

4, 1T 1S ESSeNTIAL THAT THIS INFGRMATION Bi HELD IN
STRICTEST CUNFIUENCE TO PREVENT ANY PUBLICITY THAT COULUD
JEOUPARDIZE THE LIVES GF THE REMALNING AMERICANS InN PHNOM
PiNm, EMY MEOSAGE, ' '

5, PLEASE CONFIRM wWAEN MESSAGE HAS BLEN DELIVEKED,  KISSINGER

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUT!‘;’E SECRETARY
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CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP
CONTACTS--PHNOM PENH
EVACUATION
4/3/75
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MEMORANDUM SEGREF

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

TO: DON RUMSFELD

FROM: JACK MARS

Bill Kendall reached Seantor 6ase tonight at 9:30 re the Phnom Penh
matter. You will recall that Case was a principal author of the War
Power$legislation,

In response to the information Kendall gave him, Case responded that
the Senate Foreign Relatons staff had prepared for the signature of
Sparkman and himself, a letter requiring consultation in reference to
the evacuation type operations which he, Case, had refused to sign
and therefore was abandoned.

Case advised the staff the War Powers Act does not cover rescue
operations and therefore Congressional consultation is not necessary,
He indicated his approval of the President's plan.

We believe it best not to go public at this time with Case's comment
until we can do some further background which we will do first thing
tomorrow.

Determined to be Adminict ative M_king

Date Y2z8(98 By Kpw




Determined to be Administ:ative Marking Counsellor to the President
Yze[ep By __kBH

Date

SECRET/NODIS

DRAFT CABLE

F OR THE AMBASSADOR

1, Please inform (Senator } {Congressman } of the
following developments ASAP:

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: The President has authorized our Ambassador
in Phnom Penh to begin evacuation of the American staff under

our established evacuation plans. Phase One will begin immediately
and will reduce down to a bare minimum essential staff those
Americans remaining. It will utilize fixed-wing aircraft and the
civilian airport. Most US citizens, some third-country nationals

and some Khmer will be lifted out under Phase One.

3. Should it become essential--because of security developments

in Phnom Penh--to remove the remaining minimum staff, this will

be done. You should be aware that this final step could require,

in extreme circumstances, the use of helicopters and limited

number of Marine security forces to secure landing zones.

4. It is essential that information be held in strictest confidence

to prevent any publicity that could jeopardize the lives of the remaining
Americans in Phnom Penh. END MESSAGE.

5. Please confirm when message has been delivered.

/s/ John O. Marsh, Jr.




SECRET

TALKING NOTES FOR PHONE CONFERENCE WITH HOUSE AND
SENATE LEADERS CONCERNING PHNOM PENH EVACUATION

1. The President has authorized our Ambassador in Phnom

Penh to begin evacuation of the American staff under our established
evacuation plans. Phase One will begin immediately and will reduce
down to a bare minimum essential staff those Americans remaining.
It will utilize fixed-wing aircraft and the civilian airport. Most US
citizens, some third-country nationals, and some Khmer will be
lifted out under Phase One.

2. Should it become essential--because of security developments

in Phnom Penh--to remove the remaining minimum staff, this will
be done. You should be aware that this final step could require,

in extreme circumstances, the use of helicopters and limited number
of Marine security forces to secure landing zones.

3. It is essential that information be held in strictest confidence

to prevent any publicity that could jeopardize the safety of the remaining

Americans in Phnom Penh.

Det.rminzd to be Administ.ative M. king
Date /28198 By _ KAH




CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP
CONTACTS - PHNOM PENH

EVACUATION

4/3/75

House
Albert cable/China via U. S. Ambassador
Rhodes cable/China via U. S. Ambassador
O'Neill cable/Egypt via U. S. Ambassador
Michel see notes attached
Price cable/Egypt via U. S. Ambassador
Wilson cable/Egypt via U. S. Ambassador
Morgan see notes attached
Broomfield see notes attached
McFall see notes attached

Senate
Eastland see notes attached
Mansfield see notes attached
Scott, H. cable/Spainvia U. S. Ambassador
Griffin see notes attached
Byrd, R. see notes attached
Stennis see notes attached B
Thurmond see notes attached e
Sparkman see notes attached
Case unable to reach - travel status

Determined to be Administ:ative Maiking
Date Vzslag By _ KB¥
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—SEGRET/NODIS T ”%'

DRAFT CABLE Al -
FOR THZ AMBASSADOR . R
. . ¢ cr ’ * ‘T e
1. Please inform (Senator ) (Congressman ) of the , %
following developments ASAP: | i‘

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: The Presildent has. authorized our'A'x‘nbaasa.dor o

S

-~

v~;;~o..-4"é»-‘i

PO <1 .o

in Phaom Penh to begin evacuation of the American staff under

our established evacuation plans. Phase One will begin:immediat‘:ely

and will reduce down to a bare minimum essential staff those . 'i
Acericans remaining. Ie will utilize fixe&-wing aircraft and the ) g
civilian airport. Most US citizens, some third-country nationalsi‘;" | N
and some Khmer wlll be lifted out under Phase One. | 38

3. Should it become essential--because of ms security developments

in Phnom Penh--to remove the remaining minimum staff, this wili

be done. You should be aware that this final step could req\{ife,m’ . i

i
g
t
in extreme circumstances, the use of hell copters and limited N ?,
nuxber of Marine security forces to secure landing zones. Cr §
4. It is essential that thiw informatmn/(be held in strictest ik
-/5 revent %‘j 1
confidence W any publicity,,could jeopardzze i
lives SR
- the wimmmme of the remaining Americans in Phnom Penh, END MESSAGE. i ;
, R
5. Please confirm when message has been deli\reredt b4
Q.,FO‘?O uf
WA Q@
Clearances: L - Mr. Leigh ‘ ” o e ey o
DOD - Mr. Fryklund | S ST G\; y i

~-WH - Mr. Wolthius |- -~ = CNa '

EA - Mr. Habib E R [ NG -

M- Mr. Eagleburgerk

‘ Determined to be Adminiat ative Marking
Date _1/2sla8 By kAW
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SEGREL

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF /[(RW
VERN LOEN

FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. @?»

SUBJECT: Member Contact and Reaction on

Status in Cambodia

Member contact and reaction on the above subject are attached,

ﬁaun Q.e?opi—s o klaehed -

Determined to be Administrative Marking
Date  YzaloB Ry KéA




Member:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Available:
Message:

Comments:

SEGRET

Bill Broomfield

4/3/75

2:39 p.m.

Washington, D. C.

Yes - spoke personally w/Member

Read message as status report to Member

""No comments., President doing proper thing under
the circumstances, !

Detormined to be Administrative Marking

pate Y2wlas




Memberzr:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Available:

Message:

Comments:

Bob Michel

4/3/75

2:43 p.m,

District Office, Peoria, Ill.

Yes - spoke personally w/member
Read message as status report

"No more than what we could expect."

Determined to be Administrative Marking
pate Yzslag By YBH




Member:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Available:

Message:

Comments:

Thomas ""Doc' Morgan

4/3/75

2:59 p.m,

Washington, "./. ¢r

Yes, spoke personally with Member

Read message on status report to Member

"Doesn't sound very good, Thank you,"

‘&:{'\l‘.

.

Determined to be Administrative Marking
Date _{23/9% By _ KBH




Member:
Date:
Time:
Place:
Available:

Message:

Comments:

John McFall

4/3/75

3:15 p.m,

Yosemite National Park, Calif,

Yes, spoke personally with Member

Read message as status report

No comments -- Kind of expected that. Spoke of
call from Rep. Ed Pattison of N, Y, on his invite

to Paris by Society of Friends in N, Y. Asked that
we help Pattison. Advised that we would assist

Pattison on information that State Dept. has on the
proposed Paris meeting,

Determined to be Administrative Maiking
Date Yes(9s By  Ked




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation

Senator Thurmond by Kendall
Time: 3:15 p.m.

Place reached: South Carolina

Comment: Hopes President does all he can to help South Vietnam and Cambodia

Determined to be Administiative Maiking

Datem_ By _K8#
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation:

Senator Griffin by Kendall

Time: 7:15 p.m.

Place reached: Las Vegas

Comment: Made no comment on the message, but did not indicate

an adverse position.

NOTE: First attempts to reach Griffin were not successful
because he was in travel status

Detarmined to be Administrative Marking
Date_ 2898 By IBH




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation

Senator Eastland by Kendall

Time: 7:35 p.m.

Place reached: Mississippi

Comment: Agrees with it, but said, "Why in the hell don't

we drop the bomb on North Vietnam!',

Determined to be Administrative Marking

Dot Veslag By KAH




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation

Senator Robert Byrd by Kendall
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place reached: Washington, D. C.

Comment: This is something that has to be done.

Determined to be Adminiztictive Marking
Date 32898 By _ 18K
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation

Senator Mansfield by Kendall
Time: 2:30 p.m.
Place reached: Florida

Comment: Little bit leery of use of Marines. Ought to be plenty of time
to get out.

e e

Determined to be Administrative Marking

pate_/25(% By _KBH




SECRET

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 3, 1975

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation

Senator Sparkman by Kendall
Time: 4:00 p.m.
Place reached: Alabama

Comment: Certainly a mess. Appears to be a good plan,

Al

Determined to be Administrative Marking

Date Yiplom By Ko



SEGRET

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation:

Senator Stennis by Marsh
Time: 7:40 p.m.

Place reached: Alumni Hall, University of Mississippi,
Oxford, Mississippi

Comment: Appreciated the call. He had an understanding and

a cooperative attitude. Said he approved of whatever steps the
President had to take in this particular regard. Raised question
about level ammunition stocks available to South Vietnamese.
Mentioned he had planned to hold hearings on this subject Tuesday

but may defer pending developments.

NOTES: Efforts to reach Senator Stennis began at approximately
2 p.m., but were unsuccessful during the afternoon until it was
learned from his Administrative Assistant his whereabouts in
Mississippi. He was reached on the third attempt.

Detcrmined o be Admiiistiafive Marking
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

LR

) ~ April 3, 1975

’
Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation

Senator Case |
Time: 9:A30'p.m.
Place reached: D.C,.

Comment: O.K. Believes War Powers Act does not cover rescue operation,

[ttt




Text of President's Message to the Speaker ol the House and President
ro tempore of the Senate

&

April 4, 1975

.. As you know, last Saturday I directed United States participation in an
7 .:'international humanitarian relief effort to transport refugees from DaNang
"and other seaports to safer areas farther south in Vietnam. The United
States has been joined in this humanitarian effort by a number of other

~“effort, This effort was undertaken in response to urgent appeals from

the Government of the Republic of Vietnam because of the extremely grave
nature of the circumstances involving the lives of hundreds of thousands

of refugees. This situation has been brought about by large-scale viola-
tions of the agreement ending the war and restoring the peace in Vietnam by
the North Vietnamese who have been conducting massive attacks on the
northern and central provinces of South Vietnam.

In accordance with my desire to keep the Congress fully informed on this
matter, and taking note of the provision of Section 4(a) (2) of the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), I wish to report to you concerning one
aspect of United States participation in the refugee evacuation effort.
Because of the large number of refugees and the overwhelming dimensions
of the task, I have ordered U.S. Naval vessels to assist in this effort,
including amphibious task group 76.8 with 12 embarked helicopters and
approximately 700 Marines. These Naval vessels have been authorized

to approach the coast of South Vietnam to pick up refugees and U.S.
Nationals, and transport them to safety. Marines are being detailed to
vessels participating in the rescue mission. The first vessel entered
South Vietnam territorial waters at 0400 a.m. EDT on April 3, 1975.

Although these forces:are equipped for combat within the meaning of
Section 4(a) (2) of Public Law 93-148, their sole mission is to assist

in the evacuation including the maintenance of order on board the

vessels engaged in that task.

’ *»

As stated above, the purpose of the introduction of United States Naval
vessels into Vietnamese waters is to assist in an international humani-~
tarian effort involving vessels of several nations, including both military
and civilian craft. The United States' participation in this effort includes
the charter of commercial vessels, the use of military sealift command
vessels with civilian crews, as well as United States naval vessels with - .
military crews. This effort is being undertaken pursuant to the President's
constitutional authority as Commander~in-Chief and Chief Executive in the
conduct of foreign relations and pursuant to the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as amended, which authorizes humanitarian assistance to refugees,
civilian war casualties and other persons disadvantaged by hostilities . -
or conditions relating to hostilities in South Vietnam.



.,.2..

You will appreciate, I am sure, my difficulty in telling you precisely how
long United States Forces may be needed in this effort. Our present
estimate, however, is that this operation may involve the presence of
United States Naval vessels in Vietnamese waters for a period of at

least several weeks.

/s/ GERALD R. FORD .






