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IRS are presented in their homes or places of work .... They 
come across :l_.ike coiTI!Tlon-man heroes of a Frank Capra movie and 
the IRS is l~ft to play the role of unfeeling villain. 

Arnold R. Isaacs, Baltimore Sun, Phnom Penh: Losing a 
war is not a simple matter, and some of the complexities are 
coming into view as the United States Embassy here gets deeper 
into planning the possible evacuation of Americans and other 
foreigners remaining in Cambodia. The "bugout plan," as it 
is usually referred to, does not sound complicated, but it is, 
as was. shown this \veek \vhen the U. S. Ambassador, John Gunther 
Dean, tried to begin cutting _down the staffs of relief agencies. 
Because the beginning of an American pullout might cause panic 
among the Cambodians, Mr. Dean had to reverse course when 
word of his order leaked out. The whole episode was denied 
officially, but not before it had given a glimpse of the 
ambassador in the position of a man trying to pull playing 
cards out of the middle of an intricate card-house without 
causing the whole structure to collapse -- and without letting 
anyone know that he was doing anything at all. 

Wall Street Journal, Panama City, Panama: The governmen 
of Panama hc s aec-: o~l:f to taC, over t rie Cerro Colorado coppe!. 
pt operty in Panama being devel'+ ··~ \ 'i Canadian Javelin Ltd. 
Gen. Omar Torrijos Herrera, President of Panama, said in a 
statement the decision follows the breakdown of talks earlier 
this month between the government and a group Canadian Javelin 
had formed to develop the copper deposit, which is reportedly 
one of the world's largest. "Gen. •rorrijos said: "Our 
negotiating team made every effort to conclude an arr~ngement 
for an exploitation concess1on. Unfortunately this wasn't 
possible, and by mutual consent the negotiations were terminated. 
We have therefore decided to indemnify and compensate .... We 
w j 11 make an initial pay.d..:. nt of $5 million." Canadian Javelin 
earlier this month said its investments and advances for all 
phases of the Cerro Colorado project totaled about $25 million. 

Christian Science Monitor, "Stage Manager for Panama Peace," 
~ Benjamin Welles: Ge n. Oma r Torrijos unchallenged authority 
in this nation of 1.6 million people appears to be a key factor 
in the current u. s.-Pana manian negotiations for a new canal 
treaty -- and for a better political relationship. General 

• 

Digitized from Box 122 of The John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



• 



• • 



TALKING NOTES FOR PHONE CONFERENCE WITH HOUSE AND 
SENATE LEADERS CONCERNING PHNOM PENH EVACUATION 

1. The President has authorized our Ambassador in Phnom 

Penh to begin evacuation of the American staff under our established 

evacuation plans. Phase One will begin immediately and will reduce 

down to a bare minimum essential staff those Americans remaining. 

It will utilize fixed-wing aircraft and the civilian airport. Most US 

citizens, some third-country nationals, and some Khmer will be 

lifted out under Phase One. 

2. Should it become essential--because of security developments 

in Phnom Penh--to remove the remaining minimum staff, this will 

be done. You should be aware that this final step could require, 

in extreme circumstances, the use of helicopters and limited number 

of Marine security forces to secure landing zones. 

3. It is essential that information be held in strictest confidence 

to prevent any publicity that could jeopardize the safety .of the remaining 

Americans in Phnom Penh. 
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NovemlJer 7 • 1973 . - 5- Pub. Law 93-148 

SBPAJlABILlTY CLAUSE 

S.ro. 9. If any provision of this joint resolution or the application 
thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of 
the joint resolution and the application of such provision to any other 
person or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. 

S.ro. 10. This joint resolution shall t.ake effect on the date of its 
enactment. 

CARL ALBERT 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

JAMES 0. EASTLAND 

President of the Senate pro tempore. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S., 
November 7,1973. 

'The House of Representatives having proceeded to reconsider the resolution 
(H. J. Res. 542) entitled "Joint resolution concerning the war powers of 
Congress and the President", returned by the President of the United States 
with his objections, to the House of Representatives, in which it originated, it 
was 

Rewllled, That the said resolution pass, two·thirds of the House of 
Representatives agreeing to pass the same. 

Attest: 
W. PAT JENNINGS 

Clerk. 

I certify that this Joint Resolution originated in the House of Representa· 
tives. 

W. PAT JENNINGS 
Clerk. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
November 7,1913. 

The Senate having proceeded to reconsider the joint resolution (H. J. Res. 
S42) entitled "Joint resolution concerning the war powers of Congress and the 
President", returned by the President of the United States with his objections 
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to the House of Representatives, in which it originated, it was 87 STAT. 559 
-------------------------78~7~ST~A~T~.~5~60 
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Pub. Law 93-148 - 6 - November 7. 1973 

Resolved, That the s.;Ud joint resolution pass, two-thirds of the SenatoB 
present having voted in the aft1rmative. •--

Attest: 
FR.~'iCIS R. VALEO 

S e ere tafj/. 

LEGISLATIVE H!STORYt 

HOUSE REPORTS1 No. 93-267 (Comm. on Foreign Affairs) and ~~. 93-547 
{Comm. of Conference). 

SENATE REPORT No. 93-220 accompanying S. 440 (Comm. on Poreisn 
Relations). 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 119 ( 1973}: 
June 25, July 13, considered and oassed House. 
July 18 - 20, considered and passed Senate, amended, in 

lieu of s. 440. 
Oct. 10, Senate agreed to conference reoort. 
Oct. 12, House agreed to conference report. 

w'EEKLY C0!'1P:TLA.TION OF PRESID:S?mAL DOCU!1EN'l'S, Vol. 91 No. 43: 
Oct. 241 vetoed; Presidential message. 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 119 (1973): 
Nov, 7, House and Sell&te overrode veto. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMO FOR: 

FROM: 

April 3, 1975 

DON RUMSFELD 

JACK MARSf'\.. 

Attached for the President's consideration 
is the report on Congressional contacts in 
re the Phnom Penh"matter. 

Since he had departed before this was 
completed, please inform Henry. 

Attachment 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation 

Senator Case 

Time: 9:30 p.m. 

Place reached: D.C. 

Comment: 0. K. Believes War Powers Act does not cover rescue operation. 
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SUUJECT: CAMBODIA 

1~1575 

lo PLtAS~ PASS Thf FOLLO~ING MESSAGE FkOM JOhN MARSH, 
WHITE HOUSE, TO StNATOH HUGH bCOTT ASAP: 

2. BEG!N MESSAGE: THE PRESIDENT HAS AUTHGHIZEU OU~ 
AMBASSADOR lN PH~UM PENH TO BEGlN EVA~UATION OF THE AMEKI• 
CAN STAfF UNOtH OUR tSTABLISHED EVACU~llON PLANS. PHASt 
ONE WILL ~EbiN IMMEDIATt.LY ANU WILL RtOUC~ DO~N TU A UAHE 
HINIH~M ESStNTIAL STA~f THOSE AMEKl~ANS RtMAINlNG, IT 
WILL UTILlZt flXEU~~lNG AIRLRAFT ANU THt LIVILIAN AIRPORT , 
MOST U5 CITlZ~~S, SOME THikD•COUNlRY NAllUNALS, ANO SUMt 
KHMtR WlLL ~t LIFTED OUT UNOER ~HASt ONt. 
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Pepartment of State 

3. SHOULD lT HECOMt ~SSE~TlAL••StCAUSE Of SECURITY D~VELOPw 
MENTS lN PHNOM PtNH••TU H~MUV~ TH~ kEMAlNlNG MINIMUM STAff, 
THIS WILL Bt UONE. YuU ShOULU uE AwAkE ThAT THIS fiNAL 
STfP COULD ~tWUIR~, IN tXTREME CIHCuM&TANCEb, THE U~E Of 
HELlCOPTEkS ANU LlM!TtO N~MbEk OF MARiNE StCURITY FORCE$ 
TO SECU~E LAN~ING ZONtS. 

4. IT IS ~SStNTIAL THAT THIS INFORMATION BE HELD IN 
STRICTEST CONfiDENCE TO PREVENT ANY PUBLICITY THAT COULD 

JEOPAkOIZE THE LIVES OF THE REMAINING AMERICANS IN 
PHNOM PENH. ~NU MtSSAGt. 

-5. PLEASE CONFiRM WHEN MtSSA~E HAS BEEN DELIVERED. KISSINGER 

NQT_TQB[ REPR0DUCED WITHOUT THE AUHiORIZATION Of THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAi 
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SUBJECT: CAMHOP!A 

fO~ TH~ AMUA5JAUOR 
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f·WST US CIT I Z!:.NS r tlUMt:: 1'H INO .. COu!~ Tfn NAT I uN/I.LS, AND StlrH:. 
KHMtR WIL~ DE LlFTE~ OUT UNUEH PHASt UN~. 

3. ~HlOUlu l T til:.Ci.JMt E.S~ENT l AL•-Bt.CAU5E (Jf SECUH !T Y 
DE VEt. l) P 1·1 ~. N T $ l N PH N u !1 Pt. N t1 *' .. T U R t: h 0 V E. T H t: 1-1 tl~ A l rd N G tH N HI U M 
STAFf, H·I!S 1ULL. bf. iJONt:- YOU ~tH.~ULO Bi::. A>ll\.~if. lHAT HdS 
F I N A L S Tt: P C U u L U H E. U U I k C.:. , H• t: X 1 :n:Jh:. t... I K C Lli'1 ~ f A \: C E. ~ , T !1 f. 
USE OF H~LILO~T~R~ ANU t.IMilEU hUM~~R Of MA~I~E StCUHlTY 
FORCES TO StCJR~ LA~OlN0 lU~ES. 

~. IT 15 ESSENTIAL THAT THIS INFORMATION Bt HELD IN 
5TRlCT~ST CUNFlUENCt TO PRtVE~T ANY PUd~lCITY ThAT 
COULD J~OPAKOlZt THt LIVES OF THE HtMAINING AMERICANS IN 
PHNOM PtNH. I:.NU MEbSAGt::. 

. 
5, PLEA~t:: CONflRM ~H~N MESSAGE HAS BtE~ DfLlVEkED. K1S5ING~R 
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SU~JECT: CAMUOOIA 

fOR THE AMbASSADOR 

HJ1540 

1, PLEASE PA~S TrlE FOLLOwiNG MESSAGE FROM JO HN MARSH, . 
WHITE HOUSE, TO CONGR~SSMtN T~OMAti UJhEll.L ANU MELVIN PRICE 
ASAP: 

2. t3EGIN f11:.SSAGE.; ThE PRESil.Jt:NT HAS AUTHOHIZEO OUR 
AMtlASSAUOk IN PHNOM PENH 10 btGlN EVACUAT!UN Of THE AMEKI• 
CAN STAFF UNO~~ OUH ESTABLI5H~O EVACUATION PLANS, ~HASt 
ONE WILl. b~GIN lM MEUIATtl.Y AND wiLL REDUCt UO~N TO A bAHE 

~EEfo\ET· 

w If 111 t/;;. "J/'1? 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTrfORIZATION OF !H~_ £XECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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3. SrlOULD IT BtCOMt ~SSENT!AL~-ti~CAUSE OF 5ECUHITY DtVtLOP• 
HENTS IN PHNOM PE~H"•TO HEMUVE TH~ K~MAlNING MINIMUM STAF~, 
THIS WlLL tic DONE. YUU ShOULD ~E A~AkE THAT THIS FINAL 
STEP COULU Rt~U!Rt, IN tXTRtME ClkCUMSTANCE~, T~E USE OF 
HELlCUPTEk5 ANU LIM!T~D NUMUEH UF MARINE ~ECURilY FURCES TO 
SECI.JRt:. L.;\!HJit~"' l.ONt:.5, 

4. IT lS ESSeNTIAL THAT THIS INFGRMATIUN B~ HELD IN 
STHICTEST CUNFlut~CE TO PREVE~T A~Y P0BLICITY THAT COULD 
JEOPA~UIZE THt LIVES OF THE HEMAlNING AMEHICANS IN PH~OM 
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CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP 
CONTACTS--PHNOM PENH 

EVACUATION 
4/3/75 

HOUSE 

Albert - ~~ 
Rhodes - ~ ~rio.-,' k~ ~ d \... - ~ 
0'N eill _(,..,.:J- ~!,_.)/ I l(v-- ....,-ks 

-Michel 
Price - ..bf{!:-.LJ +<-=«- • ~lcJ. 
W il s o n - r;;, /" ""'- .........,... ~ · .l"('1c ~ · 

-Morgan 
+ Broomfield 'fKs 

McFall- ~~~ (l&n .~ 6 1,! 

SENATE 

/"Eastland Jff ..f<-- . 
v Mansfield- Gt--* *'---"" 
......-Scott, H.-
,......Griffin ..- 'f'=-c, '---- .J ~ S/v 
vB yrd, R. _ ............. _;...,...:.- -ht \ ~;~'I' 

Stennis 
.~"Thurmond- a k ~ q,, (V c..- ~ .... 
~Sparkman-

. ,. '1; u Case .- I AJ .f ,..,::r · 

L.-L 

J7 (.u.~ h f.__._.~ . j-- A_../ "-- ·fz.P, ~ 
~,' 

Determined to be Admindrative Marking 

Date 1 lz.slqe> By K8H ------



MEMORANDUM SE6REF 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

TO: DON RUMSFELD 

FROM: 

I' 

Bill Kendall reached Seantor Case tonight at 9:30 re the Phnom Penh 
matter. You will recall that Case was a principal author of the War 
Power$ Legislation. 

In response to the information Kendall gave him, Case responded that 
the Senate Foreign Relations staff had prepared for the signature of 
Sparkman and himself, a letter requiring consultation in reference to 
the evacuation type operations which he, Case, had refused to sign 
and therefore was abandoned. 

Case advised the staff the War Powers Act does not cover rescue 
operations and therefore Congressional consultation is not necessary. 
He indicated his approval of the President's plan. 

We believe it best not to go public at this time with Case's comment 
until we can do some further background which we will do first thing 
tomorrow. 

Determined to be Admir.Ltative M-. king 

D'-te l{Z.J{qe By_..;..;K&r~---



SEG~· 
SECRET /NODIS 

DRAFT CABLE 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

1. Please inform (Senator ) (Congressman ) of the ---------- -----------
following developments ASAP: 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: The President has authorized our Ambassador 

in Phnom Penh to begin evacuation of the American staff under 

our established evacuation plans. Phase One will begin immediately 

and will reduce down to a bare minimum essential staff those 

Americans remaining. It will utilize fixed-wing aircraft and the 

civilian airport. Most US citizens, some third-country nationals 

and some Khmer will be lifted out under Phase One. 

3. Should it become essential--because of security developments 

in Phnom Penh- -to remove the remaining minimum staff, this will 

be done. You should be aware that this final step could require, 

in extreme circumstances, the use of helicopters and limited 

number of Marine security forces to secure landing zones. 

4. It is essential that information be held in strictest confidence 

to prevent any publicity that could jeopardize the lives of the remaining 

Americans in Phnom Penh. END MESSAGE. 

5. Please confirm when message has been delivered. 

Determined to be Administrative M:1rking 

Date tfztl(28 By---:k:e~IJ---

/sf John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 



SEe REt 
TALKING NOTES FOR PHONE CONFERENCE WITH HOUSE AND 
SENATE LEADERS CONCERNING PHNOM PENH EVACUATION 

1. The President has authorized our Ambassador in Phnom 

Penh to begin evacuation of the American staff under our established 

evacuation plans. Phase One will begin immediately and will reduce 

down to a bare minimum essential staff those Americans remaining. 

It will utilize fixed-wing aircraft and the civilian airport. Most US 

citizens, some third-country nationals, and some Khmer will be 

lifted out under Phase One. 

2. Should it become essential--because of security developments 

in Phnom Penh--to remove the remaining minimum staff, this will 

be done. You should be aware that this final step could require, 

in extreme circumstances, the use of helicopters and limited number 

of Marine security forces to secure landing zones. 

3. It is essential that information be held in strictest confidence 

to prevent any publicity that could jeopardize the safety of the remaining 

Americans in Phnom Penh. 

Dc;t:.rmin~d to be Admini.:.t. ative M ~'king 

Date 1h r[q~ By ---:..kl2"""'H..__ __ 
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O'Neill 
Michel 
Price 
Wilson 
Morgan 
Broomfield 
McFall 

Eastland 
Mansfield 
Scott, H. 
Griffin 
Byrd, R. 
Stennis 
Thurmond 
Sparkman 
Case 

CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP 
CONTACTS- PHNOM PENH 

EVACUATION 
4/3/75 

House 

cable/China via U. 
cable I China via U. 
cable/ Egypt via U. 
see notes attached 
cable/Egypt via U. 
cable/ Egypt via U. 
see notes attached 
see notes attached 
see notes attached 

Senate 

see notes attached 
see notes attached 

s. 
s. 
s. 

s. 
s. 

Ambassador 
Ambassador 
Ambassador 

Ambassador 
Ambassador 

cable/Spainvia U. S. Ambassador 
see notes attached 
see notes attached 
see notes attached 
see notes attached ---- · 

see notes attached ( .. _ -r; _fl":. 11 ~ 
unable to reach - travel status ~ .. , 

~ ~._....J,.w-.. 

0,..4<> ...... 01 ~ 
~'G-o ~f""..... ) 

~ 
Determined to be Admini~tative MJtking 

Date Y z.t ( tt 8 By --..!..:J(d~ll;;:,__ __ 
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DEPARTMENT. OF STATE 
Operations Center 

LDX MESSAGE RECEIPT 

SIS II 
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'75 APR 3 PM 1 . 54 

LDX f1ESSAGE NO. i36 , CLASSIFICATION __ i8.._;;;;.e.-.m_E._'i'_· ___ ., NO. PAGES .....-,1 __ 

DESCRIPTION OF MSG. draft telegram 

li'Rml: lC Jenk,i.ns H ~2~3~4~3~6 ________ • ~7~2~5~6~--~ 
Extension Room Number Officer Office Symbol 

LDX TO: DELIVER TO: EXTENSION: ROOM 'Nt.TMBER: 
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----~==~~====~~~-----------------' ---------------' 

. ; 

FOR:- CLEARA.t'iCE ORNATIOlJ I I PER REQUEST I. I. .COMMENT I I ' 
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ru::Y.ARKS: 

VALIDAtED FOR TRANSHISSION BY: 
Executive Se~ficer 
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... 
&i€RET/NODIS 

DRAFT CABLE . ' 
FOR THE ANBASSADOR 

•. " ' ' . 
L Please inform (Senator ______ ~) (Congressman ________ ) of the 

follo\.;ing developments ASAP: 

2. BEGIN NESSAGE: The ·President has. authorized our Ambassador 

in Phnom Penh to beg~n evacuation .of the American staff.under 

our established evacuation plan.s. Phase One. will begin immediately 

and will reduce down to a bare minimum·eseential staff those 

Acericans remaining. It ~ill utilize fixed-wing aircraft and the 

civilian airport. Most US citizens, some third.-country nationalfi • · 

SJ."1.d some Khmer will be lifted out under Phase One. 

Should it become essential--because of HR security developments 

in Phnom Penh--to remove the remaining minimum staff, this wili 
. ' I 

3. 

be done. You should be aware that this final step could req~ire, 

in extreme circumstances,. the use of helicopters and limited 

number of Marine security forces to secure landing zones. 
. . /J eo .w<·r· .,. 

4. . It is essential that ~t~ informatioGAbe held in strictest 
~ J'W'II~H"f -ftA...,/' · 

confidence · ¥sus ealr attdel!ef!afte tJaat any publicity11could jeopardi~e 
tJ ufr~" 

the ._ .. .a of the remaining Americans in Phnom Penh. 

5. Please confirm when message has been delivered. 

Clearances: L - Mr. Leigh ·r·· 
DOD - Mr. Fryklund : . 

-WH - Hr. Wolthius. l. 
EA - Mr. Habib [ 
M - Mr. EagleburgerE . 

Ott;;;rmin~d to be Admd"t. z;tive M:-1rking 

Date rlu{ era By-· -"~~H---

.• . 

END MESSAGE.' 

> • . 



s~RE=r 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF /li(.W 
VERN LOEN 

CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. ~· 
Member Contact and Reaction on 
Status in Cambodia 

Member contact and reaction on the above subject are attached. 

Determined to be Administrative Marking 

Date 1/u{qB Rv -~;;;_II::____ __ 



Member: 

Date: 

Time: 

Place: 

Available: 

Message: 

Comments: 

SEGRE;+ 
Bill Broomfield 

4/3/75 

2:39 p.m. 

Washington, D. C. 

Yes - spoke personally w/Member 

Read message as status report to Member 

"No comments. President doing proper thing under 
the circumstances. H 

Octrmincd to be Admlni~ttative Marking 

Date I{~ (qB By __;_~::::;..:f#-__ _ 



Member: 

Date: 

Time: 

Place: 

Available: 

Message: 

Comments: 

Bob Michel 

4/3/75 

2:43 p.m. 

District Office, Peoria, Ill. 

Yes- spoke personally w/member 

Read message as status report 

"No more than what we could expect. 11 

Determined to be Admini5tlative M:Hking 

Date _v~q lllt By -!l(6~~---



Member: Thomas "Doc" Morgan 

Date: 4/3/75 

Time: 2:59p.m. 

Place: Washington~ , •• (. f.t'l" 
Available: Yes, spoke personally with Member 

Message: Read message on status report to Member 

Comments: "Doesn't sound very good. Thank you. " 

Oeterniined to be Administrative MJrking 

Date i{t-1{lf9 By -..:..~..-:.Jff~--



Member: 

Date: 

Time: 

Place: 

Available: 

Message: 

Comments: 

SE6RE.,t 
John McFall 

4/3/75 

3:15 p.m. 

Yosemite National Park, Calif. 

Yes, spoke personally with Member 

Read message as status report 

No comments --Kind of expected that. Spoke of 
call from Rep. Ed Pattison of N. Y. on his invite 
to Paris by Society of Friends inN. Y. Asked that 
we help Pattison. Advised that we would assist 
Pattison on information that State Dept. has on the 
proposed Paris meeting. 

Determined to be Administrative M:11 king 

Date 11Zk(1t By __ l8_11 __ _ 



SEeRE~·i' . ~-.. ~ a 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation 

Senator Thurmond by Kendall 

Time: 3:15p.m. 

Place reached: South Carolina 

Comment: Hopes President does all he can to help South Vietnam and Cambodia 

Determined to be Admii~ist;ative M:Hking 

Date '/13 /qt By ......:Kf3~#:.----



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation: 

Senator Griffin by Kendall 

Time: 7:15 p.m. 

Place reached: Las Vegas 

Comment: Made no comment on the message, but did not indicate 

an adverse position. 

NOTE: First attempts to reach Griffin were not successful 
because he was in travel status 

DEtermined to be Admini:;trative Marking 

Date '/l%(qg- By _.:.;/(iS::::.:.:..H ---



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation 

Senator Eastland by Kendall 

Time: 7:35p.m. 

Place reached: Mississippi 

Comment: Agrees with it, but said, "Why in the hell don't 

we drop the bomb on North Vietnam". 

Determined to be Administrative Marking 

O::t'}- Vttl9t By -----'-M ...... H~--

r ' \ 

-J 
<( 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation 

Senator Robert Byrd by Kendall 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Place reached: Washington, D. C. 

Comment: This is something that has to be done. 

Determined to be AdmhL::t:ativa ~brking 

Date '/le l lit> By -.L...,;ll.t3'"""'1t'--'---



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation 

Senator Mansfield by Kendall 

Time: 2:30 p.m. 

Place reached: Florida 

Comment: Little bit leery of use of Marines. Ought to be plenty of time 
to get out. 

Determined to be Administrative MJrking 

Date 1/2 B { '18 By __:.::l13~tl.:.-..---



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation 

Senator Sparkman by Kendall 

Time: 4:00 p.m. 

Place reached: Alabama 

Comment: Certainly a mess. Appears to be a good plan. 

Determined to be Administrative Marking 

Date 1(1.1/9f; By ...s:Ka:::::;.u:..lt __ _ 



SE6RE+ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation: 

Senator Stennis by Marsh 

Time: 7:40p.m. 

Place reached: Alumni Hall, University of Mississippi, 
Oxford, Mississippi 

Comment: Appreciated the call. He had an under standing and 

a cooperative attitude. Said he approved of whatever steps the 

President had to take in this particular regard. Raised question 

about level ammunition stocks available to South Vietnamese. 

Mentioned he had planned to hold hearings on this subject Tuesday 

but may defer pending developments. 

NOTES: Efforts to reach Senator Stennis began at approximately 
2 p.m., but were unsuccessful during the afternoon until it was 
learned from his Administrative Assistant his whereabouts in 
Mississippi. He was reached on the third attempt. 

Det:;rmirH ... d to be Admi11i::.t~ atiVe fv'IJrkmg 

Date . YtJ(9& By __.:;:KB:~~a«~--



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1975 

; 
Notification of Phnom Penh evacuation 

Senator Case 

Time: 9:30 p.m. 

Place reached: D. C. 

Comment: 0. K. Believes War Powers Act does not cover rescue operation. 



Text of President's Message to the Speaker of the House and President 
pro tempore of the Senate 

April 4, 1975 

.... ,.~-- .. As you know, last Saturday I directed United States participation in an 
~-~-J·' -: .. :·international humanitarian :relief effort to transport refugees from DaJ.'lang 

c_::: ·~nd other seaports to safer areas farther south in Vietnam. The United 
$'ijates has been joined in this humanitarian effort by a number of other 

,._,<)huntries who a_re offering people, supplies¥ and vessels to assist in t.'I-J.is 
;{ liV'rl·'/effort. This effort was undertaken in response to urgent appeals from 

the Government of the Republic of Vietnam because of the extremely grave 
nature of the circumstances involving t..-,_e lives of hundreds of thousands 
of refugees. This situation has been brought about by large-scale viola­
tions of the agreement ending the war and restoring the peace in Vietnam by 
the North Vietnamese who have been conducting massive attacks on the 
northern and central provinces of South Vietnam. 

In accordance with my desire to ;keep the Congre~s fully informed on this 
matter. and taking note of the provision of Section 4(a) (2) of the War Powers 
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), I wish t? report to you concerning one 
aspect of United States participation in the refugee evacuation effort. 
Because of the large number of refugees and the overwhelming dimensions 
of t..~e task, I have ordered U.S. Naval vessels to assist in this effort, 
including amphibious task group 76.8 with 12 embarked helicopters and 
approximately 700 Marines. These Naval vessels have been authorized 
to approach the coast of Sout.l], Vietnam to pick up refugees and U.S. 
Nationals. and transport them to safety. Marines are being detailed to 
vessels participating in the rescue mission. The first vessel entered 
South Vietnam territorial waters at 0400 a.m. EDT on April3, 1975. 

Although these forces~are equipped for combat within the meaning of 
Section 4(a) (2) of Public Law 93-148, their sole mission is to assist 
in the evacuation including t.l,e maintenance of order on board t..~e 
vessels engaged in that task. 

• 
As stated above, the purpose of the introduction of United States Naval 
vessels into Vietnamese waters is to assist in an international humani­
tarian effort invoh.ring vessels of several nations, including both military 
and civilian craft. The United States 1 participation in this effort includes 
the charter of commercial vessels, the use of military sealift command 
vessels with civilian crews, as well as United States naval vesse!s wit.'I-J. 
military crews. This effort is being undertaken pursuant to the President's 
constitutional authority as Commander-in-Chief and Chief Executive in the 
conduct of foreign relations and pursuant to the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, as amended, which authorizes humanitarian assistance to refugees, 
civilian war casualties and other persons disadvantaged by hostilities 
or conditions relating to hostilities in South Vietnam. 
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You will appreciate, I am sure, my difficulty in telling you precisely how 
long United States Forces may be needed in this effort. Our present 
estimate, however, is that this operation may involve the presence of 
United States Naval vessels in Vietnamese waters for a period of at 
least several weeks. 

/s/ GERALD R. FORD . 

• 

-. 




