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MEETING RE FOREIGN GIFTS
Wednesday, March 19, 1975
5:30 p. m. (30 minutes)
The Oval Office

From: Bill Casselman ﬂ@

PURPOSE

To decide upon a uniform policy with respect to the exchange
of gifts between U.S. and foreign officials, including heads of
state,

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A, Background: In response to the attached memorandum
on foreign gift policy, you indicated that you wished to meet
with staff to discuss various options.

B. 7 Participants: Phil Buchen, Bill Casselman, Jack Marsh,
Don Rumsfeld, Brent Scowcroft.

C. Press Plan: No press coverage,

TALKING POINTS

1. As I understand it, we have three basic options, Let's
explore the pros and cons of each.

2. We could maintain the present policy of exchanging gifts
of varying and even significant value, as strongly favored by
the Department of State,

3, We could limit gifts to items of moderate value, such as

autographed pictures, as recommended by Counsel to the
President,

4, Finally, we could submit legislation limiting official gifts
to foreign dignitaries to items of moderate cost (e.g. less than
$50). This approach has support on Capitol Hill from Senator
Proxmire and others,

5. There is also a question as to what Government policy should
be as to public disclosure of foreign gifts given and received.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 20, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT

FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN 1~

SUBJECT: Gifts to U. 8. Government
Officials

In view of the information being disclosed to the
House Select Committee involving the Barzani gifts
‘and the discussions we had last evening, I attach
the following:

(1) A copy of the statute on foreign gifts
and decorations (5 USCA, Section 7342).

(2) Regulations issued from the State Depart-
ment on acceptance of gifts and
decorations from foreign governments
(22 CFR, part 3).

(3) Procedures adopted for processing of
gifts received by or on behalf of the
President which are from foreign
sources.

(4) Page 4 of the Standards of Conduct for
the White House staff with possibly
relevant subparagraphs marked.

If the gifts in question were from an "official agent
or representative" of a foreign government, the statute
and the regulations would apply and the use or the
disposition thereof would be controlled by Section 3.6
of the regulation. If the gifts are not from such an
official agent or representative, they are then subject
to the Standards of Conduct for the White House staff
a3 shown in the attached excearpt.



This excerpt comes from the current Standards of
Conduct, but the same provisions appeared in the
Standards of Conduct which were in effect under
President Nixon. I do not have copies of the
State Department's standards of conduct, but I
assume they contain similar provisions.

I am very fearful that unless there is compliance
with the procedural requirements imposed by either
the foreign gifts regqulation or the standards of
conduct, the Committee may use the information
supplied to make telling charges of non-compliance.
It is also likely that the Committee may use this
opportunity to investigate the whole story of
gifts involving persons in the service of the
State Department, CIA, and the White House insofar
as gifts or other favors have come from governments,
organizations, or persons benefiting from covert
activities or other intelligence related functions
of the U. S. government. N

The urgency of this situation, I believe, requires
that a meeting be held promptly which should
include Jack Marsh and Don Rumsfeld or someone from
Don's office.

' Attachments

cc: Jack Marsh v///////

Don Rumsfeld



Ch. 73 FOREIGN GIFTS—DECORATIONS 5 § 7342

SUBCHAPTER IV—FORTION CGIFTS AXND DECORATIONS :
1757 Awmendment. Pub.L, 90-82 § 1(45)  “Foreign Decosnticas” i= tke subchapier ; A
13, Soph 11, 1037, 81 Stat, 208, substitud-  heading, X
1 “Toreign Gifts acd Decorations™ for

i
Lot - — ‘ H -
§ 7341, Repealed. Pul -L.90-83, § 1(45) (B), Sept. 11, 1967, s
81 Stat. 208 ' : :
Historieal Nots 5 ¥
Section, Pudb.L. §0-534, Sept. 6, 1068, 80 of foreign decorations, and is ROW COV~ : s
St 826, reiated to receipt and display ered by section 7342 of this title. PR
SR

§ 7342.  Receipt ana disposition of foreign gifts and decora-
tions V - “
(2} For the purpose of this section—
(1) “eraployes” meang— : »
(A) an employee as definad by section 2105 of tuis title;

(B) an individual employed by, or occupying an office
or position in, the government of a territory or p
of the United States or of the District of Columbia

(C) 2 member of 2 uniformed service;
(D) the President;

(E) a Member of Congress 23 defined by section 2108
of this title; and
(F) a member of the family and household of an indi-

vidual deseribed in subparagraphs (A)—(E) of this para-
graph; :

e
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(2} “foreign government” means a foreign government and 2
an official agent, or representative thereof; ¥

(3) “gift” means a present or thing, other than 2 decoration, i
tendered by or received from a foreign government ; and ”
(4) ““decoration” means an order, device,
signia, or emblem tendered b
ment,
(b} An cmployee may not re
“1ler of a gift or decoration.
{e) Congress consents £

(1 the accepting and retaining by an ernployee of a gift of

minimal valge tendered or received as a souvenir or mark of
tourfesy; and :

.
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y or received from a foreign govern- o :
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quest or otherwise encourage the
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(2) the accepting by an employee of a zift of more than

1 minimal value when it appears that to refuss the gift wauld he

elats!
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likfc}y to causa Eu,nsb or cmbnraa\» ant
o 1
L

r{mvnvcr, o gift of more than minimal ve

accepted on hahalf of the United vatea an de
the donee for use and disposal as the properiy of the United Staty,
under regulations prescribed under this section.

{d) Congress consents to the accepting, retaining, and wearin g'g’
an employee of a decoration tendared in recognition of active figl
gservice in time of combat operations or awardad for other ouistan:.

ing or unusuzlly meritorious performance, subject to the apureswg
of the agency, office or cther entily in which the employee 13 em.
ployed and the concurrence of the Secretary of State. Without this
opproval and councurrence, the decoration shall be daposited by tha
donee for use and disposal as the property of the United States under
regulations prescribed under this section.

b

(e) The President may prescribes regulations fo carry out the pum
pose of this section. Added Pub.l. 90-83 § 1(45) (C), Sept 11,
1967, 81 Stat. 208, -

Histoxioal and Reﬁsion Notes

Reviser's Notes

Section ot Litle 5 Bource (7.8, Code) Source. {Statutes at Targe) . ..
TI2(2} vesracerians] 22262 wussec.enesd)  Octl 15 1068 Pud.L. 85-613, § 2, &}S;::.
THAUD) eininranansd 222822 iiiiinnnees ofti:ia,' 556, Pud.L. 80673, § 3. & Sn_
TH2E) arrrrrnennns pogct i ST Ocj;}.ii, 1535, Pab.L. 85675, 3 4, & su,
240§ NN 2226%  eevineiannns 0;;:15. 1236, Pub.L. 82-673, § & 505%::.
TH2{e) soiivniannnn. 222628 eeiirincenas O;g;ﬁ, 1955, Pub.L. 59-673, § 7, 0 St:?.

The definitions of “employes” and *uni- person shall” to conform to the defizie
formed services” in 5 U.8.C. 2103 and 2101 tion sppliceble and style of title 5, Uw!o
are broad enough to cover the persons ed States Code.
lncluded im 22 U’S"Q' 2621(1) rwith the In subsection {¢), the words “cnder r22~
exception of (1) individuals employed by, N .
or ocenpying aa office or position in, the glations prescrided under this s
goverament Dof a territory or posse;sio:x :;e sublitxtz.ue;i fo‘" ;m accerg‘.i‘.:‘:e ‘,;
of the United States or of the Disirict suiu::owzhigact’fecu atlons issusd ?
of Columbia, (2} the President, and (3) - )
Members of Congress, who, sccordingly, Ia subsection (e), the words “I2®
are covered o paragraphs {(B), (D), snd President may preseriba regniatiosy.-®
(E). As the Canal Zone Covernment is ecarry out the purposa of this sectis®’

an independent ageney of the United are substiluted for “Rules and mesv

tions o catcy out the purposes el B
Act may be prescribed by or mades B
guthority of ths President” Tzfer ¥
T.8.C. 301, the Presldeat may ¢z

Ta subsection (b}, the words “An em- tna autbority vested in him by fhis =
ployee may not” are substituted for “No section. .

330

States, see section 31 of title 2, Caxnal
Zons Code, an employee thereof i3 2n
“employes” as defined in § USB.C. 2103
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(a) Persons so designated shall be au-
ithorized to carry firegrms when engaged
‘in the performance of the duties pre-
scribed in section (1) of the Act of June
28, 1955, 69 Stat. 188, as amended. No
person shall be so designated unless he
has either qualified in the use of firearms
in accordance with standards established
by the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for S=curity, or in accordance with
standards established by the department
or agency from which he is detailed.

(b) Persons so designated shall also
be authorized, when engaged in the per-
formance of duties preseribed in section
{1) of the Act of June 28, 1955, 69 Stat.
188, as amended, to arrest without war-
rant and deliver into custody any person
violating the provisions of Section 111
or 112 of Title 18, United States Code,
in their presence or if they have reason-
able grounds to believe that the person

{0 be arrested has committed or is com-

mitting such felony.

{Sec. 4, 63 Stat. 111, as amended, sec, 1, 68

Stat. 188; 22 U.L.C. 2658, 2666) [Dept. Reg,
108514, 29 P.R. 15571, Nov. 20, 1964}

PART 3—ACCEPTANCE OF GIETS AND‘
DECORATIONS FROM FOREIGN
GOVERNMENTS

Sec.

3.1

32

33

34

Purpose.

Application of this part.

Definitions.

Release of giffs and decorations on
deposit in the Department of State
through October 14, 1986,

Cifts and decorations received by any
person after October 14, 1968.

Use or disposal of gifts and decorations
which become the property of the
United States.

3.1 Revocailon of previous regulations.

Avrrorry: The provisions of this Part 3
dssued under sec, 4, 83 Stat, 111, as amended,
sec. 7, B0 Stat. 952; 22 U.B.C. 2658, 2625, E.O.
11320, 31 FP.R. 15789; 3 CFR 1986-1970, page
€59. )

Sovrce: The provisions of this Part 3 con-
tained in Dept, Reg. 108.586, 32 F.R., 6569,
Apr. 28, 1967, unless otherwise noted.

§ 3.1 Porpose.

The purpese of this part is to estab-
Yish uniform basic standards for the
accentance of gifts and decorations from
foreiegn governiments by U.8. Government
cificars and employess, inciuding mem-
bers of the armad foress. ard msmbers
of their fomilies.

G
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Title 22— Foreign Relations

§ 3.2 Application of this part,

This part appliss to all persons cccupy—
ing an office or g position in the Execu-~
tive, Legisiative and Judicial branches of
the Government of the United States.

§ 3.3 Definitions,

As used in this part—

(a) The term “person” includes every
person who occupies an office or a posi-
tion in the Government of the United
States, its territories and possessions, the
Canal Zone Government, and the Gov-
ernmend of the District of Columbia, or
is o member of the Armed Forces of the
United States, or a member of the family
and household of any such person. For
the purpose of this part, “member of the
family and household” means & relative
by blood, marriage or adoption who is a
resident of the household.

(b) The term “foreign government’
includes every foreign government and
every official, agent, or representative
thereof. ) -

(¢} The term “gift” includes any
present or thing, other than a decora-
tion, tendered by or received from a
foreign government.

{d) The term “decoration” includes
any order, device, medal, badge, insig~
nia, or emblem tendered by or received
from a foreign government,

(e) The term “gift of minimsal valye”
includes any present or other thing,
other than g decoration, which has a re~
tail velue not in excess of $50 in the
United States.

(f) The term “outstanding or unusu-
ally meritorious performance” includes
periormance of duty by a person deter-
mined by the appropriate agency to have
contributed to an unusuglly siznificant
degree to the furtherance of good rela-
tions between the United States and
the foreizn government tendering the
decoratio?

{g) The term “specizal or unusual cir-
cumstances” includes any circumstaxces
which would appear to make it improper
for the donee to receive a gift or decora~
tion, and also includes, in some in-
stances, the very naiture of the gift
itself.

thy The term “appropriate agency”
means the department, agencey, cifice, or
other entity in which & perzon is em-
vlpyved cr enlisted. or to which he nss
heen apnointed or elected. I the dones
is not so serving, but is a member of the




Chapter l——Depariment of State i §3.6

family and househcld of such a person,
then the “appropriate agency” is that in
which the head of the household is
serving.

(i) The term “approval by the appro-
priate agency” includes approval by such
person or persons as are duly authorized
by such agency to give the approval
required by these regulaticns.

(j) The term “Chief of Protocol”
means the Chief of Protocol of the
Department of State.

§ 3.4 Release of gifis and decorations on
deposit in the Department of State
through Gctober 14, 1966.

Any gift or decoration on deposit with
the Department of State on the effective
date of this part shall, following written
application to the Chief of Protocol and
subsequent approval by the Chief of
Protocol and the appropriate agency. be
released through the appropriate agency
to the donee or his legal representative.
Such donee may also, if authorized by
the appropriate agency, wear any deco-
ration so released. Approval for release
will normally be given unless, from the
specizl or unusual circumstances in-
volved, it would appear to the Chief of
Protocol to be improper to release the
item. Any gifts or decorations not ap-
proved for release will become the prop-

"erty of the U.S. Government and will be
used or disposed of in accordance with
the provisions of § 3.6.

§ 3.5 Gifts and decorations received by
any person after October 14, 1966.

(a) General policy. No person shall
request or otherwise encourage the ten-
der of a gift or decoration. i

(b) Gifts of minimal value. Subject
to indivdual agency regulations, table
favors, mementos, remembrances, or
other tokens bestowed at official func-
tions, and other gifts of minimal value
received as souvenirs or marks of cour-
tesy from a foreign government may be
accepted and retained by the donee. The
burden of proof is upon the donee fo
establish that the gift is of minimel value
as defined by this part.

(¢) Gifts of more than minimal value.

ere a gift of more than minimal xalue
is tendered, the donor should be @dvise
that it is contrary to the policy O e
United States for persons in the service
thereof to accept substantial gifts. If,
however, the refusal of such a gift would
be liXely to cause ofiense or embarrass-
ment to the donor, or would adversely

affect the foreign relations of the United
States, the gift ’n%mw_g{tgd and sh

be deposited with the Chiei of Protocol
for disposal in accordance with the pro-
visions of § 3.6.

(d) Decorations. Decorations re-
ceived which have been tendered in
recognition of active field service in con-
nection with combat operations, or which
have been awarded for outstanding or
unusually meritorious performance, may
be accepted and worn by the donee with.

(1) the approval by the appropriatei””

agency and (2) the concurrence of the
Chief of Profocol. Within the Depart-
ment of State, the decision as to whether
a decoration has been awarded for out-
standing or unusually meritorious per-
formence will be the responsibility of the
supervising Assistant Secretary of State
or comparable officer for the person in-
volved. In the absence of approval and
concurrence under this paragraph, the
decoration shzll become the property of
the United Stetes and shall be deposited
by the donee-with the Chief of Protocol
for use or disposal in accordance with
the provisions of § 3.6. Nothwithstanding
the foregoing, decorations tendered to
U.S. military perscnnel for service in
Viet-Nam may be accepted and worn as
provided by the Act of October 19, 1965,
Public Law 838-257, 79 Stat. 982.

§ 3.6 Use or disposal of gifts and deco-
rations which become the property of
the United States.

Any gift or decoration which becomes
the property of the United States under
this part may be retained for official use
by the appropriaie agency with the ap-
proval of the Chief of Protocol. Gifts
and deocrations not so retained shall be
forwarded to the General Services Ad-
ministration by the Chief of Protocol for
transfer, donaticn, or other disposal in
accordance with such instruction as may
be furnished by that officer. In the 2b-
sence of such instructions, such property
will be transferred or disposed of by the
General Services Administration in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Fed-
erzl Property and Administrative Serv-
ices Act of 1949, 63 Stat. 377, as amended,
and the Federal Property Management
Regluiations (41 CFR Ch. 101, Subchapter
H), Standard Form 120, Report of Ex-
cess Persenal Property, and Standard
Form 1204, Coniinuation Sheet, shall be
used in reporiing such property, and the
Foreizn Cifts and Decorations Act of
1966 shall be cited on the reporting docu-

SRR
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ment. Such reports shall be submitted to
General Services Administration, Region
3, Attention: Property Management and
Tisposal Service, Seventh and D Streets
SW., Washington, D.C. 20407.

§ 3.7 Revocztion of previous regula-
tions.

The regulations :n this part shall sa-
persede z2il regulations heretofore in
effect concerning the acceptance of gifts
and decorations from foreign goveri-
ments to persons in the service of the
TInited States or ‘o members of their
families,

PART 4——NOTIFICATION OF FOREIGN
OFFICIAL STATUS
Sec,
4.1 Persons required to give notification.
4.2 Persons exempted from the requirement
to give notification.
43 Form to be used in giving notification.
44 Torm required in duplicate. -
45 Time limit for the submission of the
{form.
46 Termination of official status and depar-
ture from the United States.
AuTsoriTy: The provisions of this Part 4
1ssued under sec, 10, 58 Stat. 257, sec. 4, 63
Stat. 111, ss amended; 22 U.S.C. 620, 2638,
SourcE: The provisions of this Part 4 ap-

pear at 22 FR. 10788, Dec. 27, 1957, unless
-otherwise noted,

§4.1 Persons required to give notifica-
tion,

‘ALl persons who are entitled to exemp-
‘tion from the registration and finger-
printing requirements of the Alien Reg-
istration Act of 1640 (34 Stat. 670), as
amended, are required ta give notifi-
cation to the Secretary of Siate of their
presence in the United States, Such
persons comprise foreign government
officials, members of their families (n-
cluding relatives by blood or marriage
regularly residing in or forming & part of
their household), and their employees
and attendants.

§4.2 Persons exempted from the re-
quirement to give notification.

Ambassadors and mimisters, and mem-~
bers of their missions nzmed in the
Diplomatic List issued monthly by the
Depariment of State, are exempied from
the requirement to give notification to
the Secretary of State uncer this parb,
§4.3 Form1io be used in giving notifica-

tion. .

A Notifieation of Stalus with 2 Foreign
Government form is to be used by the

oy <
%
f;} % i
£ [ B
o s
s © g s,
Ao ey
il

oy

gRmic V. e 2 s Lt ot 7 s
Sy S R e
i ST BT R P MBI =5
\ s 3 ..w %, o . ~ : gm)' .; o
S : il g TR R
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several diplomatic missions in Washing-
ton in giving notification of foreign offi-
cial status to the Secrefary of State.

§4.4 Formrequiredin duplicate.

The form is to be submitted to the
Secretary of State in duplicate.

§ 4.5 Tirne limit for the submission of
the form.

(a) The form is to be submitted within
33 days afler the arrival of the foreign
official in the United States or aiter a
change from a nonoffcial to an official
status.

(o) If the official status clalmed s not
recognized by the Secretary of State, the
person submitting the form must regis-
ter within another 30 days under the
requirements of the Alien Registration
Act.

§ 4.6 Termination of official status and
departure from the United States.

(e) The diplomatic missions in Wash-
jngton should notify the Secretary of
State of the termination of service of all
officials snd employees, giving the dates
of such termination of service, the dates
and ports of their departure from the
United States, or their addresses if they
are remaining in the United States.

(b) Aliens remaining in the United
States after terminating their status as
officials or employees are required to be
registered and finger-printed within 30
days thereafter under sections 37(a),
24(a3 and 32(c) of the Alien Registra-
tion Act {54 Stat, 674, 675; 8 US.C. 453,
455, 458) .

PART 5-—ORGANIZATION
Sec.

51 Introduction.

52 Central and field organlzation, estab-
lished places ab which, the oficers irom
whom, and the methods whereby the
public may secure informaiion, make
submlitals, or reguest, or obtaln de-
cisions: and statements of the general
course and methed by which its func-
tions are channeled and determined,

53 =Dules of procedurs, descripilon of forms
available or the places ai which forms
ray be obtained, and instructlons as
to the scope and content of all papers,
repeorts, or examinafions.

54 Supstantlve rules of generzl appllea-
bility adopied as authorized by law,
znd statemenis of general pollcy or
interpretation of general appiicabllity
formulated end sdopted by the
agency.

ATcEozrry: The provisions of this Part B
sssued undar sec. 4, 63 Stat. 111, &s amended,
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Procedures for the Processing of Gifts Subject to the
’ Foreign Gifts and Dacorations Act of 19686, ]
and other Gifts from Poreign Sources.

211 gifts received by or on behalf of the President and his
family zze 20 be delivered to the White House Mail Room or
the Gift Unit upon receipt.

.

{2) Assign identity numbers to each item; -

{b) For each giit from =z forelgn source, prepare a pink
‘ in sextuplicate, conpavnlng all pertinent
information about ths gift; _—

- - -

{c) Affix 1dent1£y number to gift item or its ccntalner,'
-and or;glnal and all copies of the plnk card;
{3) Send gift, along with original and three copies of -
: the pink card, to the Gift Unit; and
. 3 w - -
{e) Retain two copies of the pink card for appropriate
.£iling in the Mail Room.
Gifts received dlrectly by the Gift Unit wlll be logged ln’
coordination with the Mail Room, i.e., identity number
assigned by the Mail Room, two copies for the Mall Room
,flles, etc. . T

-

~

Gift Unlt w111 segregate cards and glfts into the f0110w1ng
- categories: .

{z2) Gifts clearly worth less than $58.00‘(Smithsohian will -~
o make available appraisers where necessary.to assist in
this determination); 2

{b) Gifts over $50.00; i

(c) Gifts of jewelry and other items of great value,
requiring special handling for safekeeping;

R

{d) Gifts of. consumables and perishables.

Following this initial segregation, the Gift;ﬁﬁit will
arrange for photogranhlng all gifts falling into categories
£{b) and_(c). . s

. -



' The Chief of Protocol or his designee will examine the

Gift Unit will send a copy of each

After sezregaiion, 'the _

pink c¢aré o the Chief of Protocol for review prior to the
inspeczion reguired in 6(b), infra. -
When immadizia use of a glft is anticipated at the time of
its receip:t in the Gift Unit, the Gift Unit will prepare a
reguest Zor that use which will be promptly sent to the
ChieZ of Proiocol (along with a copy of the pink card) for
his approvel. When there is insufficient time to reguest
such approvael in writing, telephonic approval may be sought
freom the OZfice of the Chief of Protocol. However, this is
to be followad by a written request and response approving
this use. 2s scon as practicable, the gift shall be photo-
graphed and z copy sent to the Office of -the Chief of Protoco:
These gifts shall be available for inspection by the Chief

of Protocol or his designee. Once this particular official
use has ceas=d,; the Gift Unit shall notify the Office of the
Chief of Protocol in order that the normal procedures for
reporting the item to GSA can be completed {see &b, infra).

Every two weeks the Chief of Protocol or his designee wiil
visit the Gift Unit to inspect all gifts from foreign
sources (and the pink cards for these gifts) received since
the last inspection (with exception for items described
in 4{d), supra, for which the Gift Unit shall be given
authority to dispose of on receipt (see Attachment 34)).

gift and classification tentatively made by the Gift Unit

‘and will determine and/or concur with the appropriate

classification as to statutory or non-statutory gifs, .
indicate such on the pink card, and initial and date z2ll
pink cards for gifts from foreign sources..

-~

The Gift Unit will prepare a declaration card (furnished by
the Chief of Protocol) on all items determined to fall under-
the Act and forward the card, with a photograph of the gift
attached, to the Chief of Protocol within forty-eight (48)
hours after inspection., A )

The Chief of Protocol will then preparé a Form 120 reporting

‘gifts under the Act to the General Services Administration

(GSA) with instructions that they be deposited in the Nation:
Archives for eventual inclusion in a Presidential Library

or other appropriate location as determined by the Archivist
and authorizing their use, in the interim, for display and
other uses consistent with instructions from the Chief of
Protocol to GSA at the time of rerorting (see Attachment B).

- .. - v - - -
- - . .- - -
« . -



The Crisf of Protecccl shall forward to the Gift Unit a copy

of tha Torm 120 which will serve as auvthorization for the

GiZz TUnit zo turn over those gifts listed thereon to GSa.

Gsa {Nz=ionzl Archives) in cooperation with the Gift Unit

will pack the gifts., Specific procedures will be developed

betwesn Archlves zni the Gift Unit for the following:

{2) inventory of boxes, :

(b} stanfzxdizezticon of box sizes, .

{c) packinz of bhoxes, ) .

(¢} segrss=tion of items by value, -

{2} continuizg zscords maintenance, preparation of receipis

. for loa=n=2 items and availability for inspection by

the Chisl ¢I Protocol, his designee or the public.

If at any times a request is made towilize a gift under +he
Act in a mannsr not specified in Attachment B, the Archivist
must forward ths
his written acoroval. .-
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request to the Chief of Protocol and receive
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THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL
DIPARTMINT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Decamber 18, 1974

MEMORANDIM FOR DONALD H. RUMSFELD .
: THE WHITE HOUSE ' :

Subjecz: Disposal of Perishable and Consumable
Presidential Gifts Falling Under the
Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act

of 1966, as amended,

Under the authority granted to me by Section 3.6,
"Title 22, Code of Federal Regulations, the Whlte House
Gift Unlt is hereby authorized to:

1. Receive on behalf of the Chief of ?rotoécl
| perishable gifts valued:in excess of $50
(flowers and food items).

2, Permit a2ll flowers sent to the PreSLdent ox
his family to be used:

a, in decorating the White House complex;
b, at official White’ﬁousa functions both
within and without the White House

complex; and

c. in military or tax-exempt hospitals;

d, in such other pfaces as the President
and his family may stay,
L3 2
3, Consisteat with the’ securluy regulatlons of
the Secret Service, provide such perishable
itans for use at approprizte official gov-
er-—snt functions,
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wmen the uss of perishables is not desired,
forward ths items in question to the Office
cf the Chief of Protocol for disposition
consistent with the provisions of 22 CFR,
Szz, 3,6, -

71 ‘nstances not covered by this memo, the

.t may contact the Chief of Protocol
or his :sign,h by telephone for additional
instxuctions as to disposition. Such tele-
phonic instructions will be confirmed in
writing by the Office of the Chlef of
Protocol,

All above instructions are to be subject to
the security regulatlons of the Secret
Service,
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DEPARTMEINT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 18, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: Arthur F, Sampson
Administrator, GSA

SUBJECT: Disposition of Presidential Gifts

" In zccordance with the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act
-of 1966, as amended (Act), and Section 3.6, Title 22,

- Code of Federal Regulations, the items listed on Standard
~ Form 120, which are giftg received from foreign govern-

- ments subject to the Act, are forwarded to the General
Services Administration (GSA) for disposal.

The following instructions are furnished concerning the
- disposition of these items:

1, All items not otherwise designated for
specific use are to be stored in safe-
keeping by the Archivist of the United
States in a location under his control.

2, In accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 21, Title 44, United States Code,
at such a time as there is established a
Presidential archival depository for the
permanent storage and display of the
papers and historical materials of the
Administration of President Gerald R.
Ford, these items are to be transferred
to this Presidential archival depository,
or any Presidential archival (temporary)
depository so designated by the Archivist,
-3, In the absence of such a Prazsidential -
archival depository, the Avchivist is to
deposit these irtens in oin

—l.a [N T S SO ol

zr & 0
museuns with the approval of the Chief of
Protcceol, '
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In the mezantims, the Archivist is authorized
toc —azke avziladle, without further approval
frez the Chisf of ?rotocol, at the request of
the Presidsnt or his designees, any of these
items for the Zollowing purposes:

2, Displey within the White House complex
or =zt zny other location on Federal
Pproparty in connection with Presiden-
tizl sctivity.

b, ¥Fcr uses incident to official
Presidential functions within and
without the White House complex,

¢, For temporary public display at a

museum, university, or other institu-
tion or institutional facility of
general availability to the public.

In addition, the Archivist may make these items
available for such other purposes as are re-
quested by the Presmdent or his designees upon
receipt of

- a,

b,

C.

or his designee and

Written approval from the Chief of

A vritten request from the President

-

Protocecl, Department of State.

"When there is insufficient time to

secure either a written request from
the President or his designee or

‘written approval from the Chief of

Protocol, a telephonic request and/
or approval of the Chief of Protogol
or his designee may be obtained,
Eowever, this is to be promptly
followed by a written request and/ox
¥aspouse approving this request, .
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= 1‘s responsible for careful and
atation of all movements, loans
1t es relating to these 1tems, '

ining and reteining receipts on

. All requests and instructions

writing , consistent with the pro-.

£ 5c., supra,
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with the Counsel to the President if you have any
questions or need specific advice or guidance re-
garding the retention of former employee benefits,
possible divesture of holdings, or any problems
related to the establishment of trusts or other
financial arrangements which might be necessary
to avoid a conflict of interest with your position.

Please note that the fact that a staff member
might not be required to file such a statement does
not relieve him of the obligation to refrain from
participation in any matter in which-he or his
immediate family or business associates may have
a financial interest. Also, although these state-
ments are a form of notice of a staff member’s
financial and employment interests, this should not
be considered to relieve him of the requirement
to disclose his financial interests in a matter upon
which he is called to work and to refrain from any
further participation until the question of possible
conflict of interest is resolved.

4. Gifts, Loans, Entertainment and Favors

Federal statutes prohibit your acceptance of 2

- gift from a fellow employee receiving less pay

——

than yourself, and it is also contrary to law to
solicit contributions for gifts to an employee in a
superior official position or to individually give
such a gift or donation. These restrictions are de-

signed to remove any question that a person might

attempt to gain favor with a superior by the giv-
ing of a gift, and also to resolve that no such gifts
are expected, and therefore are not interpreted to
preclude the exchange of gifts of nominal value
between co-workers within a particular office on
traditional occasions.

Members of the White House staff may not
solicit or accept a gift, favor, entertainment, loan
or any other thing of monetary value from any

| corporation or person who has or is seeking con-

tractual or business dealings with any department
or agency in the Executive Branch, or who con-
ducts activities which are regulated by any de-
partment or agency in the Executive Branch, or
who has any interests which mdy be substantially
affected by the performance of your job. This
latter group may include persons in the fed-

eral government as well as those outside the

government.

There are, of course, some exceptions ‘to these
prohibitions. You may consider accepting a
reasonable gift or entertainment from a close
nersenal friend or velative swho has dealings with

the government, when it is clear that the motiva-
tion for the gift is the personal relationship. How-
ever, in such a case, due consideration must be
given to avoiding an appearance of a conflict of
interest. If, for example, the representative of a
company having extensive government contracts
is a neighbor with whom you have been socially
close and exchanged Christmas gifts for years,
there would be no real conflict in accepting a gift
offered. However, if the appearance created by
receipt of such a gift would create a problem, then
it would be best not to accept the gift. Again, ap-
pearances of conflict often create greater problems
than true conflicts.

Any proscribed gift should be returned to the ’
donor, accompanied by a written explanation of
the reasons for its necessary return. It is recom-
mended that you retain a copy of this letter in
your files. When the return of a gift is not possible
for any reason, the gift should be forwarded to the |
Office of the Counsel to the President with a writ-
ten explanation of the infeasibility of its return. |
The gift will then be turned over to charity.

You are not precluded from accepting un-
solicited advertising or promotional items of a
nominal intrinsic value, such as pens, pencils, note
pads, calendars, etc. As a rule of thumb, gifts hav-
ing a value of $10 or less are considered to be of
“nominal value.” Please note that if the item is
not of an advertising or promotional nature, it
should be returned, regardless of its value, unless
there is another justification for its retention.

Nor do these rules preclude your acceptance of
food or refreshments of nominal value in the ordi-
nary course of a luncheon or dinner meeting, or
while in attendance at a function where you are
otherwise properly in attendance.

Likewise, you are obviously not precluded from
accepting loans from financial institutions on
customary terms for use in financing the purchase
of a home, automobile or incurring similar
expenditures.

5. Reimbursement of Travel, Lodging and Related
Expenses While on Official Business

When a staff member is travelling on official
business, the generzl rule is that it is not permissi-
ble for him to accept hotel accommodations or
reimbursement for transportation or lodging ex-
penses from any person or non-governmental
organization. Likewise, it i3 not permissible to
accept transporfation in private nircraft. There

E4





