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WJ\OID SPEECH FOR PRESENTATION AT WAGNER COLLECE, SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 1966

i

t_v__xr_mm--mn mention of that unfor‘:unte country immediately evokes a grim
picture of death, destructiom, and desolation.
(Vi-ET-NAM)

Lv‘lmm-thc uttering of those three syllables immediately focuses
attention on the problems that lie at the heart of United States foreigm
policy--how best to meet the ever-pressing challenge of world communism and
help satisfy the rising expectations of long-sufferimg peoples.

The struggle in Vietnam is, of course, twofold., It is a war that must
be fought on two broad fronts--the military and the social. The military

struggle camnot really be won unless the basic economic and social needs of

the people can be met.

lq% agree with the avowed objectives of the Administratiom on

Vietnam--to thwart Communist aggression so the South Vietnamese can live in
freedom and independence. %agru with efforts to achieve this kind of a
settlement at the conference table. We agree, too, that we must accept the
results of any free, supervised South Vietnamese elections following a settlement
at the conference table--whatever those results might be. However, 1 emphasize

that the elections must be free and carefully supervised.

“% firmly opposed to any proposal that representatives of

the National Liberation Front--which is just that, a front--be given seats in

a coalition government to be imposed on the South Vietnamese.

Digitized from Box D20 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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While supporting the President generally on Vietnam, we- Republicans

feel it our duty as the loyal opposition to point to weak spots in Administration

handling of that situation:

. We are con;\{t%ng to pour mor
/

0,000 . /
s There 75 danger that if
1

/

_l_¢ The Administration has made many mistakes on the political scene in
Vietnam, and the unrest that has followed has interfered greatly with proper
feliowme
prosecution of the war by the Vietnamese govermment. that President
Johnson's quickie conference with Prime Minister Ky at Honolulu was instrumental
in fomenting the troubles that currently are shaking the Ky government.
. We are critical, too, of the constant attempts by President Johnson
to lay the Vietnam war at the door of his two predecessors in office--President
FW Eisenhower and the late President Kennedy. We all know that President Johnson
has made decisions while in office that have greatly magnified the United
DR /\,Q_.QQAA/t‘ AC
States presence in South Vietnam un "Yankee Go Home' demonstrations
there. I am not saying American help should have been withheld. I am simply
saying the President should own up to the fact that this is an undeclared war

which HE is runningx as the ebected commander-in-chief,

(MORE)
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I might also point out that U. S. forces now are sprea ;%EEf in the

world because of our heavy involvement in Vietnam. Yet Defense Secretary

Robert S. McNamara contends that divisions which have been depleted by
deployment of men to Vietnam are stronger than ever. I find that kind of

statement difficult to fathom.

There also has been a continuous shift of men and materiel from Europe to

withdrawal from the North Atlantic Treaty Organizatlono

Let me talk now about the foreign aid program because, as I mentioned
earlier, a campaign to win over the hearts and minds of the South Vietnamese
is vital in our continuing struggle with world communism. Let me interject
here, too, that our struggle with world communism is a ceaseless one only
because the big Communist powers 3Ell,it so.

I have seen films depicting the efforts of our people in Vietnam to
work with the South Vietnamese in harvesting rice crops and promoting good\
health and sanitation programs. Many of our people are doing an excelleant
job, but the total effort falls far short of the mark.

This is particularly true in the area of health and medicine. I can

tell you on the basis of a first-hand report to me by an American surgeon

who recently completed a voluntary tour of duty among South Vietnamese

(MORE)
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about in considering a pc;asible U. S. policy change involving Red China because
the Red Chinese insist on being shut off from the rest of the world.

It may be that exchange programs, carefully screened for jokers and
against one-sidedness, would be useful in acquainting Red China with the
Free World in general and with America in particular.

But if Humphrey is talking about diplomatic recognition of Red China in
the near future and for admission of Red China to the United Nations, then
he is pursuing a sadly mistaken course.

—

What is involved in trying to get Red China to adopt aeswwwimt the kind
of "peaceful co-existence" policy theoretically being pursued by the Soviet
Union in its relations with the U. S.?

1f we can believe the Red Chinese rulers, they don't want U. S. recognition
or admission to the UN unless Taiwan's membership in the UN is withdrawn, the
U. S. is branded by the UN as the aggressor in the Korean War, U, S. protection
is withdrawn from Formosa (Taiwan), and Formosa is surrendered to Red China.

The Republican view of Red China is that we must continue to contain her
and to frustrate by various means all her attempts to extend her sphere of
influence in Asia. When I say '"by various means,"” I am saying that open warfare
is not necessarily the tool that must be employed. War is always the last
resort of a peace-loving nation like ours.

It is ridiculous to talk about U. S. recognition of Red China or admission
of Red China to the UN because we certainly are not going to meet the
aforementioned conditions laid down by the Red Chinese. We are not going to
abandon Formosa to them.

(MORE)
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' VIETHAN--peze semtioca of that wmfortumete epumtry immediately evehes s gulm

pleture of death, destructiem and desclatien.
VIETHAM--the utterimg of those three sylladles immddiately fecuses
Te atteatiem om the problems that 1ie at the heart of Usited States foreige
pplicy--how Dest 1o meet the ever-pressigg challeage of world commmion end
help satisfy the rising expectatioms of lo-;-u(u‘tin pesples.
The stpuggle in ‘istanam is, of cewcse, tut;u. It 1s & wer that smst

be fought om two broad fromts--the -\uuty end the social. hC’u.udy

struggle cammot really be wou umless the basic ecomomic an¢ seclal meeds of
}’?‘,.
ths people cam be met.

Republisens sgree with the avowed objectives of the Adsiaistretion om
VYistnam--to thwert Communiet sggressiomn so the Scuth Vietmamese can live {»
){«da- and iadependonce. Wa agres vwith efforte to achieve this uy‘ of a
a&tlmt at the comferemge table. We syree, too, tlut‘h" 8ust gccept the
uaﬂ\lu of aay fres, lu'/.}vtood Seuth Vietnamese elections following & settlement
st the coaference tg&la--munt thopsa rasults might dhe. Nowever, 1 emphasise

/
that the electioms must be free aad cavefully supervised.

Republicans ere firmly opposed to amy pmoposel that tepresentatives of
the National Liberation Fromt--which is juet that, a fromt--be given seats ia
& coalition government to be imposed om the South Vietmamese.

1 can't wnderotand wvhy President Johmeon hes not repudiated this type of

.

setticaant, as vVire President Mumpbrey has dowme.

CAR)
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while supporting the President gemerslly on Vietmam, we Repudblicans
feel it our duty as the loyal opposition to peiat to weak spots in Adainistratiom
handling of that situatiom:

1. We are “ontinuing to pour more and mofe men into Vietnem and yet we
are not making fully effective use of our conventional air and sea power. There
are plans in the Pentagom to imcrease our troop commitment ia Vietnam to as
msuch as 300,000 or 400,000 from the preseat 293,000, There is damger that if
we try to match the coemy on a punly'mpovcr basis, we will be drawm into &
huge land wer in Asia with Red China as the'ultimate opponent, The most men
we had {n Kores at the height of the war there was 323,000,

1. T}Q{.Ad-mutu.t}on has made meny mistakes oo the political scene in
Vietnss, a\nd the unrest that has followed has interfered jyreatly with proper
prosecution of the war by the Vietnamese government. 10 mey be that Presideat
Johnson's quickie conference with Prime Min{ster Ky at Homolulu wss instrumental
in fomenting the troubles that currently are shaking the Ky government.

3. We are critical, too, of the comstant attempts by President Johmson
to lay the Vietnam war at the door of his two predecessors in office--Fresideatg
E{senhower sud the late President Kemnedy. We all know that President Jobnsca
he: wmade Jecisions while in office that haye greatly megnified the United
tates presence in South Vietnas until now we have 'Yankee Go Home' demcastratioms
there. I am not saying Aserican help should have been withheld., I am simply
saydng the President should own up to the faect that this {s an undeclered war
which EE fs runn. xX as the edected cowmander-in-chief,

(¢ 7E)
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1 might also point out that U S. forces mow are spread thim in the
world because of our heavy involvement in Vietasm. Yet Defense Secretary
Robert S. McNamara contends that divisions which -havo beea depleted by
deployment of men to Vietnam are stroager thsa ever. 1 find that kind of

statement difficult to fathom,

There also has been a continuous shift of men snd materiel from Burope to

Vietnam over a period of more than 18 months, As a Nsui!,‘§5 oo%n! Rm-

in Buw currently is at a lover level than at ay time since before the Berlin

-

crisis of 1961, /"'

s

Cisarly, we were not reaily im¥abrusry, 1965, to make the tressndous stepwp
in aid thet we have since §iven Scuth 'lotn.- apsequence has been an
imper11ing’ oY oyr-fositiomtx in Europe, mseswxmst sccentuated by 's impending

S TEE TPt er I INY 0T 0ir 68 IBLE SNTCTUpe—
withdrewal from the North Atlantic Tresty Organisation,

lLet me talk now about the foreign aid program because, as [ mentiocned
e —
earlier, @ campaiyn to wim over the hearts and minds of the South Vietnamese
is vital im our continuing struggle with world communism. Let me interject
here, too, that our struggle with world communism is a cesssless ene only
because the big Gemmunist powers yﬂl it eo.

I have seen films depicting the efforts of our people io Vietnam to
work with the South Vietnamese in harvesting rice crops and promoting yood
health and sanitation programs. Maay of our people are doing an excellent
job, but the total effort falls far short of the mark.

This L8 particularly true in the srea of health and medicine. [ can

tell you on the basis of a first-hand report oo me by an American surgeomn

wvho recently cozp.eted a voluntary tour of duty smong South Vietnamese

(MORE)
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sbout in comsidering a possible U. §. policy change involving Red China because
the Red Chinese insfst om being shut off from the rest of the world.

It may be that exchanyge programe, cerefully screened for jokers and
egainst one-sidedness, would be useful in acquaintiag Red China with the
Pree World io general and with America in particular.

But {f Humphrey is talking about diplomatic recognition of Red Chins in
the near future and for admission of Red Chiina to the United Ngtions, then
he is pursuing s sadly mistaken course,

what {s (nvolved in trying to get Red C?Lna to adopt somewhat the kind
of "peaceful cc-existence’” policy theoretically being pursued by ;ho Soviet

Ucion in {ts relations with the V. 8.1

o

\

1f ve can believe the Red Chinese tulers, they don't want U; S. recogaition
or 4dnisaion to the 'N smless Taivan's membership in the UN is withdrawn, Ehd
U. 5. (s bravded by the UN as the aggressor in the Korean war, U, 5. protestion
i withdrawn from Pormsosa (Taiwan) and Forwosa is surrendered to Red Chinma.

The Republican view of Red China {s that we sust continue to contain her
and to frustrate by various wmeans all her attempts to extend her sphare of
intluence {n Asta “rien | ssy by various measns,” | am saying that open werfare
i not necessarily the tool that must be employed. War is always the last
resort of a peace-loving nation like ours.

lt 18 ridiculous to talk sbout U. S, recognition of Red China or admission

‘e China to the UN because we certainly are not going to meet the
af reaentioned ¢ nditions laid down by the Red Chinese. we are not going to
atandon Formesa to them.

(MORE)





