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“| fear the power of choice over life or death at

human hands. | see no human being whom | could

ever trust with such a power — not myself or any

other.”

Pearl S. Buck, Nobel Laureate

A society is measured by the way it treats its young, its
old, and its helpless. We recognize that the emphasis
today is on “quality of life”, but we must not let our
concern for quality overpower our concern for LIFE
itself.

We must safeguard the valuable tool we now have to
determine each and every case individually — not by
legislation but by HUMAN RIGHTS. Now that medical
technology has advanced to the point where we no
longer have a universal “definition of death” to rely on,
we must rely on human rights for our ethics — for we
can no more justify prolonging the dying process by the
application of abusive technology when there is no
possible hope of recovery than we can justify burying
the “ doubtfully dead”.

OUR CHALLENGE IS CLEAR.

We must:

* take a more realistic and accepting approach to
aging, disability, dying, and death.

¢ re-evaluate hospitals and institutions and restructure
them, if necessary, to meet their vital and difficult
tasks. Much CAN be done to meet the needs of the
disabled and dying. One such successful program is
the HOSPICE concept, which offers loving,
compassionate and skilled care for the dying.

¢ build caring and concerned communities which will
preserve and defend human life, rights and dignity.

e become better informed on today'’s life issues so that
we might help others understand them.

THE QUESTION IS: ARE WE GOING TO SAY, “I'M
SORRY YOUR LIFE IS DIFFICULT. | WILL KILL
YOU;” OR ARE WE WILLING TO SAY, “I'M SORRY
YOUR LIFE IS DIFFICULT. WHAT CAN I DO TO
MAKE IT BETTER”?

By permission. From Webster's New Collegiate
Dictionary #1975 G. & C. Merriam Co., Publishers of
the Merriam-Webster Dictionaries.

1976 Mary Senander and
Maureen Boisclair

1205 Pennsylvania Av. No.
Golden Valley, MN 55427

All Rights Reserved

eu-tha-na-sia \.yii-tha-'na-zh(é-)a\ n [Gk, easy death, fr. eu- +
thanatos death — more at THANATOS] : the act or practice of killing
individuals (as persons or domestic animals) that are hopelessly sick

or injured for reasons of mercy — eu-tha-na-sic \-zik, -sik\ adj

EUTHANASIA

You've heard this word on TV. You've seen it in the
newspapers. What does it mean to you? Does it mean
that to everyone?

The real meaning of the word EUTHANASIA is
muddled, because it conjures up images of everything
from the senseless slaughter of millions in Nazi
Germany, mercy killings, to “pulling the plug” on old
Uncle Charlie when there is no more hope of recovery.

Usually we hear about euthanasia in terms of
positive/active euthanasia (forcing a person to die), or
negative/passive euthanasia (doing nothing, allowing
death to come naturally). But as medical science rapidly
changes, these distinctions become engulfed in a
“rhetorical smokescreen”, and it becomes increasingly
important for us to “clear the air” so that we might fully
understand this LIFE and DEATH issue that may well
affect us.
Today, the word euthanasia has been stretched to
include three quite different concepts:
¢\ Death with Dignity
¢ Mercy Killing
¢ Death Selection
« DEATH WITH DIGNITY, in the truest sense, means
allowing a terminally ill patient to die naturally,
without the mechanized desperation that often turns
death into an inhumane ordeal (e.g. not using, or
discontinuing, extraordinary means when a person
has irrevocably entered the process of dying — in
some instances called “pulling the plug”).
No church, no law, no medical group disapproves of
Death with Dignity.

EACH OF US HAS THE RIGHT TO EXPECT AND TO
DEMAND TO DIE WITH DIGNITY, JUST AS WE HAVE
THE RIGHT TO EXPECT AND TO DEMAND TO LIVE
WITH DIGNITY.




This is not to say that we should neglect the dying
person. The dying person, like any human being, is
entitled to medical care that is reasonable and prudent
under the circumstances involved. We must CARE,
even when there is no hope for CURE.

» MERCY KILLING is positive, direct euthanasia, either
voluntary or involuntary. As opposed to Death with
Dignity, which permits the dying to die naturally,
Mercy Killing employs active means to cause death,
or at least to speed up death (such as a lethal
injection).

Mercy Killing also includes the abandonment or

withdrawal of ordinary medical care — those medical

and surgical procedures commonly used to relieve
sufferings and problems due to injuries and/or illnesses,
based on the individual patient, the individual
circumstances, and the available medical technoiogy.

(An example of this second type of Mercy Killing would

be the denial of necessary surgery to a child who is

retarded, when, if needed by a “normal” person, the
identical care would not be questioned.)

WE MUST MAINTAIN A CLEAR DISTINCTION
BETWEEN “LET HIM DIE” and “KILL HIM OFF”.

* DEATH SELECTION (involuntary or even mandatory
euthanasia) involves the killing of persons who are
“no longer considered socially useful” or who are
judged to be a “burden” on society. This type of
euthanasia, more aptly called MANAGERIAL
EUTHANASIA, is rooted in a hard-core utilitarianism
which sees no value beyond social utility, and
balances life solely on a cost/benefit scale. Death
Selection — the “sleeper” in this debate — poses a
real threat to many groups in our society, especially
the aged, the severely handicapped, and the
retarded.

THE INTENT IS WHAT WE MUST KEEP UPPERMOST

IN OUR MINDS:

* Are we merely allowing nature to take its course
when there is no more hope, while making the patient
as comfortable as possible? (Death with Dignity)

e Or, is the intention to HELP THE INDIVIDUAL TO
DIE, either by direct killing or by doing nothing,
when help and support is possible, even though
circumstances might be difficult? (Mercy Killing)

¢ Or, is the intention to DESTROY A HUMAN
INDIVIDUAL OR GROUPS OF HUMAN
INDIVIDUALS because they are unwanted,
imperfect, or inconvenient? (Death Selection)
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While you might think that all this talk about euthanasia
doesn't concern you, euthanasia societies are alive
and growing, both in numbers and in influence. Among
the most active are the Euthanasia Society of America
(recently renamed the Society for the Right to Die, Inc.,
because the word “euthanasia” hurt lobbying efforts),
the Euthanasia Educational Council, and the American
Humanist Society.

Another organization, the Good Death Fellowship, wrote
in its quarterly publication “Euthanasia News" (Vol. 1,
No. 1) that the fellowship “is designed, in essence, to
help people to achieve a good death”. The same issue
states: “Several major industries are poised and ready
to make available not merely “another pill” but a wide
and colorful range of products and methods to meet the
needs of those who have lived their lives and are about
ready for a good death.”
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The philosophies of these organizations have spread
widely — into the classrooms, into public policy, and
into the legislatures. Fifteen states* have introduced

euthanasia or death-related bills, most of which have
not passed — yet. Two examples are:

e The 1975 Montana bill HB256 would allow a doctor to
administer euthanasia, or to instruct a nurse to do
so, or to provide lethal drugs to the family. Any
individual over 18 can sign a statement, revocable
only once, to qualify for medicated death.

e In Florida, Representative Walter Sackett, M.D. has
introduced “Death with Dignity” legislation every
session since 1968 . His 1973 bill (HB407) would
allow a “competent” person to sign a paper
instructing doctors to let him die if he becomes
terminally ill or injured. Relatives of an “incompetent”
person could proscribe death providing two physicians
agreed. But for an irreversibly ill patient with no
relatives, the simple signatures of three physicians
approved by a judge are all that is needed to sign the
death contract. Representative Sackett suggests that
the state of Florida could save five billion dollars in
the next half century if 90% of the state's severely
retarded and mentally ill were allowed to die. (The
National Association for Retarded Citizens has
vigorously opposed HB407.)

Keeping in mind that Death with Dignity, as defined

earlier, is acceptable to most people, euthanasia bills

must be questioned for their underlying purpose. Are
they paving the way for future legislation for Mercy

Killing or Death Selection?

* In Maryland, when state Senator Julian L. Lapides
introduced his 1974 euthanasia bill to the legislature,
he was asked whether the bill would provide a
wide-open door for Mercy Killing in the future. He
replied, “Well, not a wide-open door, but maybe it
opens it a crack.”

Only “viable” human beings who have the
“capability of meaningful life” may, but need
not, be protected by the state.
United States Supreme Court
Decision on Abortion, January 22, 1973
(Roe vs Wade page 48)

*Florida, Wisconsin, Oregon, Montana, lllinois, Hawaii,
Maryland, Washington, lowa, Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Idaho, Delaware,
Virginia (as of 1976)

LIFE IS A CONTINUUM. At one end of the spectrum,
life is being destroyed before birth. And now, legalized
euthanasia is a genuine possibility. AND WHY NOT?

A society that accepts the right to kill infants in the
womb because they might be unwanted, imperfect, or
merely inconvenient, should have no difficulty in
accepting the right to kill other human beings who might
be judged unwanted, imperfect, or merely inconvenient.

Several influential leaders of the abortion and
euthanasia movements have suggested that next logical
step:

* Nobel Laureate Dr. James D. Watson, who cracked
the genetic code, said that abortion is permissible
when a child is determined to be defective in utero,
but . .. “most defects are not discovered until birth. If
a child were not declared alive until three*days after
birth, then all parents could be allowed the choice . . .
the doctor could allow the child to die if the parents
so chose and save a lot of misery and suffering”.
(AMA PRISM, May 1973)

Abortion advocate Dr. Glanville Williams, in his widely
praised book The Sanctity of Life and the Criminal
Law, asks for “humanitarian infanticide” and
“euthanasia for handicapped children”.

Dr. Robert H. Williams, professor of endocrinology,
wrote that “planning to prevent overpopulation of the
earth must also include euthanasia, either negative or
positive”. (Northwest Medicine, July 1970) He also
suggests the killing of “potential suicides” and
“hopelessly criminal individuals” as well as the
terminally ill in discomfort or pain. (Seattle Times,
March 7, 1973)

Dr. Joseph Fletcher, professor of medical ethics,
wrote that there must be quality control in the
terminating of life as in its initiating. “What has taken
place in birth control is equally imperative in death
control.” (“Ethics and Euthanasia”, To Live and To
Die: When, Why, and How, ed Robert H. Williams)

WHO IS TO SET THIS PRICE TAG ON HUMAN LIFE?
WHAT IS TO PREVENT THE NEXT AUTHORITY
FROM CHANGING THAT PRICE TAG?
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Mr. Joseph Lampe

American Citizens Concerned For Life
4803 Nicollet Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409

Dear Mr. Lampe:

To confirm my telephone conversation with you on March 4, 1976,
this firm represents Mary Senander and Maureen Boisclair regarding
publication of the brochure THIS'LL KILL YOU. We enclose herewith
copy of a letter dated February 26, 1976 directed to Mr. Jim Barbo
of Sexton Printing regarding that particular brochure.

It is their intention to have the pamphlet printed as set forth
in the attached letter. The pamphlet will be copyrighted. You are
directed that no printing of this brochure shall be done without the
expressed permission and consent of the authors, Mary Senander and
Maureen Boisclair. This is to inform you that they claim exclusive
rights to this brochure in the manner of its printing and also in its
distribution.

We are hopeful that the brochure will further the aims of all
of us in the Right To Life Program.

Very truly yours,
Robert T Whlte

RTW:sg
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March 24, 1976

Ben Horne

Computer Graphics

5250 West 74th St.
Minneapolis, MN 55435

Dear Ben:

Enclosed are copies of two recent invoices for typewgetting

ofA brochure ACCL has been working on. We got into a dispute
with the authors and they have decided to take over responsi-
bility for the brochure (see enclosed documents).

As part of this agreement the authors have agreed to
assume the typesetting costs. Last week I forwarded a $50
check from Mary Senander made out to Computer Graphics in
partial payment for the typesetting. I would appreciate it
if you cculd transfer the billing for the amount still out-
standing to her address:

Mary Senander
1205 Pennsylvania Ave. No. _ =
Golden Valley, MN 55427 o >
Ph: 546-5090 @ X
If you have any questions about this, please contact
me at the office number above.

Sincerely,

Joseph A. Lampe

enc.

OFFICERS and DIRECTORS

JUDITH FINK REV WILLIAMC HUNT. STD JOSEPHA LAMPE
Vice Presidoent Secretary Treasurer

MARJORY MECKLENBURG

4803 Nicollet Avenue Minneapolis, Minn. 55409 Phone: 612/825-9015

Phone: 202/785-8448

DENNIS A COOK
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March 6, 1976

Mr. Robert T. White 7 F0R A
Murnane, Murnane, Conlin and White ’ i il
1400 Northern Federal Building (= “
Wabasha at Sixth Street e &
St. Paul, MN 55102 \® ¥
Dear Mr. White:

I was unable to reach you or Mr. Boyd by telephone on Friday
to discuss your letter to me of March 4 or my memo of the same
date to Mary Senander and Maureen Boisclair.

I have, however, discussed the brochure situation with the
printer, who feels that it is in his best interest to not print
any of the-versions currently on order until there is a better
resolution of the claims to the brochure. He is also unable to
release the camera ready typeset copy as suggested by Mary be-
cause it is, of course, still owned by ACCL.

It would be of bemefit to ACCL to print and distribute the
brochure, but Mary and Maureen are apparently opposed to this

at the present time. However, on Friday Mary indicated their
willingness to assume the brochure development costs incurred

by ACCL (typesetting and printing), except changes in the print-
ing order made by me after her February 26 letter to the printer.
If ACCL proceeds with the printing per our earlier agreement she
stated that action would have to be taken against ACCL,

Because ACCL has no intention of retaining counsel to oppose
such an action and has no interest in the spectacle of pro-life
volunteers suing a pro-life group over the title of a brochure,
ACCL will agree to terminate its earlier distribution agreement
and to relinquish any rights to the brochure, subject to the
financial proviso above. The two typesetting invoices out-
standing are in the amounts of $50.69 and $90.69. Upon receipt
of these funds ACCL will instruct Sexton Printing to cease all
production of the brochure in our behalf. ACCL also agrees to
then turn over ownership and possesion of the camera ready copy
boards now held by the printer.

Sincerely vours,

194¢43wé4/{ 72 }3ﬁ;9‘32/

Joseph A. Lampe

OFFICERS snd DIRECTORS
REV WILLIAMC HUNT STD

Secretary

JUDITH FINK

Vice President

JOSEPH A LAMPE
Treasurer

MARJORY ME CKLENBURG
Presadent

DENNIS A COOK
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March 4, 1976

To: Maureen Boisclair and Mary Senander

From: Joe Lampe X

As a result of reviewing ACCL's records on the euthanasia
brochure project and discussing the project with Maureen and
with Sexton Printing I feel it is advisable to put ACCL's
position on the matter in writing. It is regretable that
disagreements, misunderstandings and delays have prevented
getting the brochure to the public earlier, and I am pleased
that nationwide distribution will begin in a few days. I be-
lieve that the brochure is very good and hopefully it will
achieve wide circulation.

It is ACCL's position that a legally binding verbal agreement
exists between you and ACCL to the effect that the brochure
"This'll Kill You" is to be printed and distributed by ACCL and
is to carry your names as authors. The brochure is to be pub-
lished in the public domain and any person or group may reprint
or modify it at their discretion.

In accordance with this agreement ACCL has contracted with Sexton
Printing to print 5000 copies of the brochure and 5000 additional
copies carrying a modified title. Third parties are not author-
ized legally to act in ACCL's behalf to modify this printing
contract or to give instructions to the printer except through
me acting in my capacity as ACCL's administrator. You are per-
haps aware that your interference with the printer has already
resulted in a delay of at least an additional week. It would
seem that our primary goal is or ought to be getting the brochure
distributed as rapidly as possible.

Beyond the cost of printing the brochures ACCL has invested in
excess of $200 in typesetting, mailing permits, etc.; and we will
incur further expenses in promoting the brochure. ACCL may be
willing to absorb the costs incurred at your direction by Sexton
Printing in making various changes in the order.

If you wish to purchase all or some of the press run of "This'll
Kill You" we would be pleased to provide them to you at our print-
ing cost of approximately $.05 each. You are also free to pur-
chase brochures directly from Sexton Printing or to have more
printed elsewhere.
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If none of these arrangements is satisfactory, ACCL might be
favorably inclined to allow you to withdraw from our agreement

by purchasing ACCL's interest in the project. This would pri-
marily entail you assuming all of of ACCL' typesetting and printing
liabilities for the brochure, since all time and materials on our
part were donated.

If I do not hear from you I will assume that the printer is to
continue with the job as we submitted it to him.
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problems and the need fon Lines of communicalion, Because J.know you care,
and wanl lo explore the besl dvenues for a strwueclure thal allowe many to
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