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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 12, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: - BOBBIE KILBERG
THRU: MAX L., FRIEDERSDORF
VERN LOEN
FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. %.
SUBJECT: Martina Navratilova

On Thursday, March 11, I met with Rep.'s John Rhodes (R-Ariz)
and Tom Rees (D~Calif, ) on this matter. Both Rhodes and Rees
have agreed to co-sponsor a private bill,

Rep. Rees will be the principal co-sponsor since she is a resident
of his Congressional District. However, Rees wants the background
and details to support the legislation. A copy of a draft bill should
accompany the background information,

cc: Dick Cheney
~Jim Connor
Phil Buchen



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 27, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: . BOBBIE GREENE KILBERG

THROUGH: PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: JAMES E. CONNOR),& e.

The President reviewed your memorandum of February 23
concerning the status of Martina Navratilova, the Czechoslovakian
tennis star and made the following notation:

"Anyone in Congress who would introduce?"

Please follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: Dick Cheney
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 23, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: PHIL BUCHEN ]'

AN

FROM: BOBBIE GREENE KILBERG

In response to a request from Jim Connor, I have checked into the
status of Martina Navratilova, the Czechoslovakian tennis star who
defected to the United States last summer. Ms, Navratilova has
been granted asylum, and her status has been adjusted to that of a
permanent resident alien by the Immigration and Naturalization
Service. Under the provisions of permanent resident status,

Ms. Navratilova must wait 5 years before she is eligible for
naturalization (granting of citizenship). */ However, this residency
requirement may be shortened to 3 years if she marries a U, S.
citizen and lives with him for 3 years, 18 months of which time
she must be ""present in person'' in the United States,

You have no authority to grant Ms., Navratilova immediate citizen-
ship, as she asserted to news interviewers. However, it is possible
for a private bill to be introduced in Congress which could reduce
or eliminate the five-year residency requirement and thus make
W~ her eligible for naturalization at the time of the bill's passage.

e can quietly pursue this avenue if you desire, but it should be

apt in mind that at the time of her defection the press reported
Ms. Navratilova as stating that her primary interest in living in

*/ This is the statutory procedure unless specific provision has
been made in legislation for a certain category of refugees, such
as the Hungarians and Cubans.

Under the five-year residency requirement, an individual may
not be absent from the U.S. for more than 30 months of that five-
year period, Further, at least the last 6 months of that five-years'
residence, immediately before the filing of the naturalization petition,
must also be residence in the State where the petition is being filed.



the U.S. stemmed from the amount of money she could earn with-
out the prohibitive Czechoslovakian taxes and regulations and from
the fun she could have in California. This seems to be a far cry
from the traditional case of political oppression.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 11, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: JIM CONNORéf&ﬁ

The attached newspaper clipping was returned in the President's
outbox with the following notation:

"What is this?"

Please follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: Dick Cheney

Attachment:
Clipping entitled ""Alien in a Hurry"
from WASHINGTON STAR 2/10/76.








