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(By Jerry Jones)

POLITICS
(An Overview)
I inherited the Presidency at a time when the political system of
the United States was going through one of its most severe tests in its

200 year history, Watergate and Vietnam put these strains on our system:

1. The American people experienced a loss of confidence
in their political system, all other institutions, and the

very future of the country.

2. The Republican Party was brought to its knees. Some

observers did not think it would survive.

3. Many areas of government activity had been virtually
neglected for almost two years. One result was to
increase the stridency and demands of many of the

interest groups in the country.

4, The elections of 1974 resulted in a massive turn-over
in the Congress, which unsettled that body. This
unsettled situation undercut Congressional leadership
and caused the Congress to become an unpredictable,
lurching mechanism,
In sum, the political environment required immediate first aid and

steady attention if we were to come through the political crisis.
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Given this situation, my first responsibility as President was

to correct the problems in our poli'ticali system. Several principles

have guided my actions:

l.
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Conduct an open Presidency, which emphasizes
numerous direct contacts with the American people
and straight talk about the seriousness of the problems
we face and about the realistic options we have to solve

them,

Revive the Republican Party. I believe that a healthy two-
party system is one of the most effective safeguards of

our political system and of the basic freedoms of the people.

Reduce the level of expectations of the government's
ability to solve every problem in our society. These
expectations have outrun our ability to pay for them and

to perform them efficiently from the federal level.

Put the government and its actions back into balance

with the rest of society, and begin to address the
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: Prevent the leaderless and unsettled Congress fromi =~ "7

imposing additional unworkable programs and demands
on the American people. I have had to take decisive action

to stop hasty and unthoughtful action by Congre'ss, against



the noisy protests of special interests., That kind of

decisiveness is right for the time.

The country, when I took office, did not need politics as usual.
The times required and still require a very different approach, The best
politics is those policies which properly fit the times. I believe I have
followed such policies. As I stand for election, I am willing and anxious

to be judged on my record.

I believe Americans who think as I do make up a large majority of

this country's voters,

I have not allowed myself to be drawn into the political excitements
of the moment, the daily utterances from would-be opponents or critics.
I have évery confidence that if I address the major political ills in the
‘system, the small sﬁeculations that take up so much of‘ Washington's day-
to-day life are not important.  They will not be important to the voters,

I will be judged by my accomplishments.,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 8, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

/
FROM: RON NESSEN j= # /4
Here are the editorials you requested, concerning

New York City's failure to do all it can for itself
to avoid default,















