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May 28, 15753

Dsar Lady Bird:

it ia always a genuine pleasurs io hear {rom you,

and 1 deeply appreciated vour thougntiul lettar of
May 19.

I was interested to learn of the Symposivm on the
Arts ia Amevica which the L.BJ Library and the
Univeysity of Texas are sponsoring jointly this
Septeamber, and [ wish I counld give a definite yes
at this tire o your invitation to address ths con-
ciuding session on Septeamber 30. However, as
yom know from persosal sxperiencs, it is not
.possible to determine this far in advance what
mry schedule may be this Fall. For this reasan,
if it is agreveable with youn, I wouid like to keep
your invitation is my pending file uniil I have a
more definite idea of my oificial »ngagements for
the month of Saptember, I will, of courss, be in
toach with you just as soon as I am able to makse
3 iirm commitment. }

Detly was sspecially plessed to be included in your
invitation, and shse and I both appreciste your generous
thought in asking us to visit you at the Ranch. She
joins me ia sending owr thanks and warmest personal

M»rs. Lyaden B, Johason
LBJ Ranch
Stonewall, Texas 78781}
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Hec: Mary Rawlins w/incoming for follow-up.
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_ _ MESSAGE
Dean Mnr. Presdident: - | SPEAKERS BURZAU
loTHER
Every yearn, the LBJ Librany and the
Univensdity of Texas at Austin fointly sponisesPGEQINTMENT OFFICE
symposium on a subfect of national importance. In t
the past, these have generally been nelated to papens
being opened for neseanch in the Librany. The symposia
hefd s0 fan have dealt with Education, Civil Rights, W°

o ——— e e

Unban Affairns, and Energy and the Environment. Each
one has brought %o the Library Leadens in that {ield,
grom inside government and oui, fo probe the expernience
of the past and consider needs and directions for the
future. These events have been challenging, sometimes
controvensial, but always stimulating; and therne L3 o0f
counse the hope that they have served a useful purpose
as welk.

: To my pensonal delight, this yean's symposium
-~ on Septemben 29-30 -- will concern Liiself with the

Ants in Amendica, specifically the Federal Government's
role in enniching-the cultural Life of communities achoss )

the nation through Lits support of the Aris. We anre hoping 2y
to assemble national Leadens, distingudshed arntisits and *
sensitive obsenvens who will Look at the recornd of the [
past decade (Septembern 29 will mark the ftenth anniversary
04§ the signing of the Legislation which created Zhe
National Endowment §on the Ants and Humanities), and peexn
into the decade ahead. _

The membens of the University faculty and
Librany statf who form the Committee planning thdis
symposdum -- with the enthusdiastic endorsement of Nancy
Hanks, Chainman of the Nationaf Council on the Arnts --
have asked me to extend o you an invitation to address
the concluding session of the symposium in the Late
morning of Septemben 30.
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I do s0 with the greazest of pleasure, fox
two neasons. One is that 1 share §ufly the Committee's
feeling that any expression you might wish te nake
about the status and future of the Arts would be of
enoamous significance, and would elevate considenably
the imporntance of the symposium. And Zhe othen neason
A8 thait -- alithough 1 am mindful of the presumption in
any Anvitation to you -~ it occuns to me that you fusit
might welcome a change in the pace 0§ activities calﬁi?g
for yourn attention. (A boes e e 0 8. — ~
Lowcal g . e : )

- 1§ you find that you can and wish to accept
this invitation, 1 hope very wmuch that Betty can
accompany yeu, and that both of you can Zake enough time
044 Lo spend the night of September 30 with me at the
Ranch.

Sincerely,

Lo il

The Honorable Gerald R. Fend
The Presdident of the United States
Washington, D. C,






