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a few thousand under budget.

Digitized from Box 65 of the Robert Teeter Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

Committee for the Re-election of the President

MEMORANDUM o —_October 17, 1972 o o

MEMORANDUM FOR: " - THE HONORABLE CLARK' MAC GREGOR
FROM: - ROBERT M. TEETER -
'SUBJECT: - - Final Polling

Attached is a schedule for the next series of telephone polls which
would zrun through October 30. Assuming we continue our phone polling
through Noverber 5, we will spend $24,000 less than our total budget
allocation. If we also do personal interview studies in New York

and California later this week they will cost us an additional $30,000

- whiéh would put us about $6,000 over our budget. There are three

alternatives which would keep us within budget:

1. To conduct one personal interview study in either New’?brk or
" California and continue with daily polls through Vovembet S

2. To terminate our telephone interviewing with our current series
on October 30. This would save $15,000 and allow us to do personal
interview studies in both New York and California and still end up

.

3. To terminate our telephone interviewing this weekend (October 22),
which would save $30,000. This saving along with the $24,000 remaining -

. in the budget would allow us to do five personal interview studies

over the weekend. We would then finish about even or just slightly
over budget. i

My recommendation is that we terminate the ﬁhoné iﬁtérviewing this
Sunday, October 22, and do personal interview studies late this week
in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois a2nd California. Data

- would be available next Tuesday or Wednesday. If any of these states

appear to be sliding or in serious trouble, we would have the option
of doing a quick panel or regular telephone study in that state any
time during the last ten days.,

The advantage of this last course of action is that we will have
absolutely reliable data that we are confident to act on during the
last two weeks of the campaign. I.do not have this confidence in
the telephone data we have received during the past three weeks.
This problem may be with the weighing of the data or, in fairness
to ORC, in the phone technique itself. There is some evidence that
in a year when one candidate is far ahead and appears to be an
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_ obvious landslide, some people are hesit:ant to tell a telephone
~ ) ) o interviewer that they are going to vote for McGovern and may tend
e - to show a preference for Nixon because it is the socially accepted
position. This may well be the reason that our telephone polls,
- the Yankelovich studies and Sindlinger all have consistently shown.
larger margins through the Fall than the personal interview studies.
This problem is minimized with the secret ballot technique. Our
test with Michigan over the weekend leads me to believe that this
is at least a-portion of the problem. ORC did Michigan on the
telephone at exactly the same time that MOR was doing the Detroit
News Poll. ‘The News poll was a personal interview study which
X used an exact duplicate of ‘the Michigan printed ballot with vignette
. , and straight ballot boxes., It gave us a margin of 13%. Regardless
.of how the telephone poll was weighed, it gave us a margin of 23-25%.

. Recommendation: That we terminate our telephone interviewing this
Sunday and do personmal interview studies with secret ballots in '
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois and California beginning
as soon as possible.with the data available Tuesday and Wednesday,
the 24th and 25th. If you definitely want to finish uuder budgec

. we should cut one of these. o

. M .
] | . . .

»

Approved : Disapptoved : ' Commem: H

Q . Attached is a draft of a questionnaire I recommend we use for any.

' personal interview studies we do. We will have to keep the interview
this short in order for the companies involved to turn it around in -
our time limit. We will, of course, include all major state races
on the ballot. :
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West Virginia
New Rampshire
Nashingt’au :
Pennsylvania
Illinois’

_ Ohto
New Jersey
Connecticut
New York '

| Qaliforn:.ia
H:ﬁ:higan |
Maryland

Wisconsin -

LAST DATE -

NRMBER OF TO CHANGE FLASH FULL .
INTERVIEWS = QUESTIONI;AIRE - REPORT REPORT
400 (Noon) 10/17  10/19
400 N/A - 10/17 10/19
400 N/A 10/18  10/20 7 |
500 N/A 10/18 mg&;'
500 N/K 10/20 - 10/21E
500 N/A 10/22  10f24s<"
500 N/A 10/26 | 10/256<"
400 NJ/A 10/26  10/250=
500 N/A 10/26 - ablF— .
500 N/A ;10/25 10/27
" s00 J.o;;zt; '10/27  10/28
400 10719 10/28  10/30
© 400 *10/20 -.10/28  10/30
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Hallo, 1I'm Mre. from Market Opinion Research, & naclonal research
cowpany with headquarters ia Detroit. We are making & study of problems and

policical figures i and would like to have your opinions.
: (state aane) «
, AFs you now registered to vote bers in T YES (COTOQ. 2) .
; {(state nane) HO  (GO-TO-Quia) .
~ l I ConmseiN
* Do you intend to fegister 50 you will be able to vota in tha 1972
»* \Presidencial slection? . . YES (COTOQ. M) .

RO (TERMINATE) -
- What do you thisk are the most hportan: problems faciag :hq uucod States

. Do you approve or disapprove of the wvay President Nixon APPROVE. . . .

with hiz and think President Nixon nceds to
answer and explain these charges. Waich side
- do you agree with? .

i

“as a nation at this u-.: PROBE )

Do you approve or dznpptwc of the way Richard - APPROVE . , . . . .V 1
¥ixon is bandling his job ss President? DISAPPROVE . . . .2

‘ B . NWOOPINION ....3

Do you approve or disapprove-of the vay President APPROVE . 4 o 4 . . 1

- Nixon is handling the Vietnanm dtnation? DISAPPROVE e e 2

] "HO OPINION . . .. 3

. PR §
- is dealing with the economic conditions in this country? DISAPPROVE « o o o » 2
. 5 . NO QPINION . . . . . 3
- .
. - INTERVIEVER: ROTATE THE ORDER INX WHICH TOU ASK QUESTIONS 8 AND 9. .
-, « How would you rate Richard Nixon in terms of his ability VERY ABLE . . « « « 1
’ ‘to handle the job of President =- very able, fairly able, FAIRLY ABLY . .., 2
. © sot very sble, not at all able? NOT VERY ABLE. . . . 3
‘ - . ‘ - ROT AT ALL ABLE. . " &
B T ¥, “ ) ) ' , - DON'TKNOW.....3
. ‘Ar  How would you rate George McGovern in terms of his abilicy VERY ABLE . ... .1
. . ’ to handle the job of President — very able, fairly able, FAIRLY ABIE . . . . 2
. . not very sbls, oot st sll able? NOT VERY ABLE. . . . 3
. . . . . + ROT AT ALL ABLE. . . &
t. - © DON'TENOW . . .. .5
: ., . S 8. \low, I'm going to hand you & sample elaction ballot. I would like you to |
. mark it just as you would if the election vere being held today.
. ) . Hare is another ballot on which you can indicate how strongly you feel about
- the candidate you voted for on the sample baljot. Please mark the position
- on 1t that best describes your feelisgs. : .
’ . Pledss put them in the envelops, seal it, and retura it to se, ' , -
R “Y\ In the slsction this fall will you definitely vote, , DEFINITELY VOTE , . . %
. / probably vote, nay or may not vote, probably mot . PROBABLY VOTE . . . . 2
vote, or dcfinizely not vore? ) . MAY OR MAY NOT V072 . 3
- . ) DEFINITELY NOT VOTZ « &
- . DON'T RNOW. « « + « + §
. ? . How serious of a problem do you think corruptiom VERY SERIOUS oo » o » o 1
1 is in the faderal goverusent =~ very serious, . FAIRLY SERIOUS o & » « « 2
! fairly serious, not very serious or sot at all NOT VERY SERIOUS + + « + 3
§ serious? . ROT AT ALL SERIOUS . , . &
}- \ ‘ . DON'TKHOM « o « v v ¢ o §
*1l. Azs thers any ricent sxarples of corruption or . .
influence peddling that you can think of asud
that concern you and what are thay? v
(P _"SPECIFIC ANSVER," ASK:) - . )
¢ . 11s. Wil this cake you more likely to vots MORE LIKELY VOTE NIXON . . . 1
: for Richard Nixon, more likely o vota . .» MORE LIKELY VOTE McGOVERS. ., 2
i for George McCovern or not make any NOT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE, . . 3
’ differsnce to you vhen you vote this Fall? DOR'TKNOW «. o v v s ¢« o o o &
'\ 12. Do you think George McGovera or Richard Nixon GEORGE MCCOVERN. o o o o o »°1
\\/Wuld do the better job of keeping corruption RICHARD NIXON: o » s o o o o 2
, and influence peddling out of the Federal DON'TKNOW . ¢ ¢« o o ¢« o o « 3
. Government over the next four years? -
. ; 13 Senator McGovern has charged that the Nixon POLITICAL CHARGE BY
~~ " adeinistracion s one of the zost corrupt in DESPERATE RFOLITICIAN. . « « 1
histary. Sore people have.said that this is * MOST CORRUFT ADMINISTRATILN
sicply & political charge by a desperate . AND REEDS EXPLAINING. . . . 2
politician whe is far behind. Others agree . DON'TRNOW & v o o 2 s o+ 2 3

»
fare

| L0 o
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ceneully speaking, do you consider yourself a
Republieaa, a Desocrat, an Independent or v!ut?

T e— e oy

.

In the last general election in which you woted,
which answer on this card (HAND POLITICAL CARD)
best describes how you voted tor state and local
‘offices such as Governor and Semator?

.

.

For vhom did you vote for President in 19682

.

.

Now a few questions for uat:lscical putposea...

Iv.

.t

V.

szo

Vi1il.

.

What 18 your approximate age?

.

.

(SHOW AGE, )

What'is the last grads of school you completed?

_ What is your religionm?

.3
MOSTLY REPUBLICAN . . 6
STRAIGHT REPUBLICAN . 7
NEVERVOTED . . . . . 8
DON'TKNOW . o o0 o @
NIZON « o-2 ¢ o oo « L
HUMPHREY & oe o « « 2
mucg - L - " ® s = 3 N
DDN‘I m‘-' » - " - ‘ -
DON'TENOW . o oo o §
17"20 * ¢ e w0 b e & 0 or
21"'26‘0 8 5 ® e e s s 0::»
23“29 . & ® & & o " B e o:
30"34 LI S -. - v s 04-
35"39 ¢ ® 8 ® 8 2 e s e » 113
- ‘0‘4‘ » L - ’» & o » .. - oe
‘Hg v o s e s e e wo » OT
50-54 . - . - s & & © © &ca«
55" 9 ® s = 3 % 3 ® o e & 0-9
a@;’ék - * - - ® * O & & % I‘:
65 AND OVER « ¢ ¢ o oo « I
anszn . * - . & & S o .L:'

-

REPUBLICAN.
IKDEPENDENT .
DEMOCRAT . .

N'T KNOW .

vy e s
* ¢ "0
. ¢ & 0
e e
Q‘" r“”"‘

STRAIGHT DEMOCRATIC .
MOSTLY DEMOCRATIC . . 2
A FEW MORE DEMOCRATS
TZAN REPUBLICANS . . 3
ABOUT EQUALLY FOR

BJIE PARTIES « « +» o« &-
A FEW MORE REPUBLICANS
THAN DEMOCRATS .

GRADE SCHOOL OR LESS

(Craces 1=8) . ¢ o = oo -
SOME EIGH SCHOOL .+ ¢ o o -
GRADUATED HIGH SCHOOL

(Graces 9-12) . o o o « =
VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL

SCHOOL v 4 5 + s 0 o o o &
SOME COLLEGE . » & o = » 2
GRADUATED COLYIEGE . o o » £

"POST GRADUATE WORK o o e T

REFUSED ¢ « o » o« »

ROHAN CATROLIC- » & w -.’.
PROTESTANT (eg. Baptist,
Methodist, ete.) o« o« o o
JEWISE. « » ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 s o &
- OTHER (SI’ECIFY) :

(R

BY OBSERVATION) RACE:

. . -

..

Are you & labor union member :

.

mm . A4 - - . L4
FEGRO + + &« s « &
ORIENTAL . . . .
SPANISH~-AMERICAN
OTHER (SPECIFY).

.9 0 &

ms - . -

* » -

»

» & & »

e =

" 9 s »

* ¥ ¥
voeomy

L 4

*

1
L 1

IF “NO" ASK:

Is any member of your {mmediate

family -a union member..

(BY OBSERVATION) Sex:

.

e

(SHOW INCOME CARD) k'hich classificatiou includes
your TOTAL FAMILY INCOME in 1971 before taxes?

LI I I A

.N°~otno.

w..‘.
FEMALE . . .

0-$2,559 . .
$3,004~-84,999
$5,000-83,999
$6,00C-82,999
$7,00C~$#,999

.

* o .

.

*

.

LA

- "

Py grd 'iu ¥ "CJ." i"'"‘)

Forrpage gy pe

$r

$10,002-514,999
$15,000-524,999
$25,000 AXD OVER
REFUSED . .

LI SR Y Y

.
-
-
.
-
.
-
-
.

. . ” - - » L] ] .
I I ]
L T I S T N ]

[ LT

LI Y





