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tobe with all of you
Thank you, it's nice to be ir Roanokef It's also nice to be here with Bill Wampler,

Cgldwell Butler, Lt. Governor Dalton, I have been here several times in the past as
Congressman, and Minority Leader, so it's nice to be back. T'1ll be glad to answer any

questions. Yescose
@--Mr. Vice Fresid ent, you said yesterday you would be highly selective in your P

campaligning around the country this fall for Republicans and that yo: might even
on behalf of

support some Democrats, Would you refuse, for instance, to campdign fmf House
the
Renubl icans who vaafsss®sa vote for/impeachement of Pres. Nixon?

A--I'm not poing to pradicate my aoperance or attendance in a Congressional District
votes
because a person ¥mssm# for or against the President. That's a matter of serious

independent judgement, There are other very serious am’ equally impo—tant votes in
the regular legislative routine, so my apperance for Republicans will be on the basis
hin for
of the quadlty of the -andidate,/general support of the Adm''istration but also kg
that L think we think
candidates/ho are challenging the incumbents, who/are attractive, and who = re
capable of doing a good job,
Q--~ You are supporting Cong. Butler now?
A--T certainly am., T think Caldwell Butler is a first class member of the House of

Poff
Represent=ties, He is a fine replacement for Dick s, who I think was one of the

that
finest members of Congress/T ever served %his--

Q- -Cam PR Rye3But would that change?

Republican
A-- This District geems to have a good tradition of outstanding Aembers of the House of
Representatives,
support

Q--- Coujd that/nossibly change if Cong, Butler decides to recommend impeachmment?
A-= T thought L said a K moment ago that I was n-t predicating my appeamrance for a

Republicanon the basis of that one voteo Actually)T would hope that & Republican‘

as well as a disceening Democrat would vote agaist impeachment , but my aoneeance

here or subsequently is nbt predicated on how an irdividual member votes.
Digitized from Box 135 of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Later reporters sought clarification of this point from the Vice President who said
indicate

he did NOT mean to xxy/that he would campaign for Democrats, He said he has no plan

2 7 Re X7 X annah XRCKRcsus
to campaign for any Temocratx. x%ﬁhﬂ%nnumu?ﬁzx
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Q=-If t?at is so, why did you wait until right before the first impeachment vote to
say/y:)l:tMght not camnaign for som Reoublicans this fall?
A-- T don't think T said I wouldn't ca mpaign for some Republicans. I don't recall having
said that%e

Q--Well, yesterday you said you would be very migmselectiveand might nbt cempmbsmx
go into some Districts.

A-- Oh, T guess you haw turned it around and out it the other way. I said I would ssmsai
and

campaign jw support g# some Democrats but that's gnot quite the way you phrased

N@T the questiony, and T think there's a significant differencg and I'1l repeat that today
Q-— Hr. Vice Presidert, could vou state some of the principles #llisk where you might
if a man supports such and such

rule out going into a Nistrict reieeesETicesdewremnitdnbe. . .vhat wonld eliminate you

going in?
A--I'm not going to draw a prescription today for )35 Mistricts. Fach one we have to
independent
take on an individual basis, and T will make that imt®msiem7 judgement if and when I

am invited to go into &b Bistrict.

Qw=aMr, Tice President,there have been suggestions for popular electi n of the Attorney
ffeneral, and a permanert special prosecutor's office, Time-Life had thiSceesse 7

A--T don't think it's opractical for a nationwide election for Attorney Generl., Over the
years T think we have had some good attorney generals, S@me fine attorneymgenerals,

anpoi
un“erboth Reputblicars and Memocrats who mrw the traditional way as

a memberdf of the Pres'dentds cabinetff. T don't tiimmex think we have to gothe way
a national

of /election for an attorney general,
and

Q-~How do you xwseweesssx shore wx up deficiencies im/ “Swm.the abuses i®x that have
in the past few years
occurred/in the Attorney Ceneral's office?

A-~ Oh, T don't think this Administration has hdd any more difficulties with #

Attorney Generals8 than some othe s I recall
Generals had s-me trouble., And tw %f&'?;m 4 ]? iﬁ;;or;nwe
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A--ought to elect the President, and if he picks t=d people, or doesnjt do a good job,

then the public at the end of four yea s has an opnortunity to make a change. So to go
to a nattonally-elected Attorney General wgiii«T think/gzu:dstep--a big stepp=-in the
wrong direction,

Q--- Mr, Vice President, Ron Ziegler today said that Chairman Rodino is running the im-
peachment investigwtion like a kangaroo court, He is the official spokesman for the
President, D~ you agree with his characterization, which would be the White House

characterizatin? If not, how would you describe the fairness of the i
proceedings?

A-- It8s my judgement that My, Rodino as Chakman of thetCommmittee has done his utkmst
to handle it in a fair and proper way. I am not sure I would have made every
decision precisley as the Chairman has made them, but that's a matter of indeoendernt
Judgement, and I cersainly would not call the manmer in which that Commm.ttee has

They have had a groat responsib111tty°
operated a kangaroo court./ riEREriess A e

I think they have tried very hard to do a good job, I think, of course I havesaid
?*efore} that some members of tm"’Commnittee had agreed on impeachment before they
heard the first bit of evidence, but that's understandable, I just wo:ld only say tha

ﬂeologically
as T said before too, T don't think that Commmit®e/ is a cross-section of the House
as a whole,

Q-~But, 8ir, could I just follow that% one second

A--Suréy-

including Does

Q--¥ou have seen the President frequently,ssebabeees Iast Saturday..dmf his spokesman's

denunciation of the Commmittteexwwiwmk as a kangaroo court reflect the Fresident's

A--=T am not privy to the arrangemerns between the President and Mr, Zi#rler so r-ally

estimation of the Commmittee?

can't --uh-e

Q-~--Well that rexkky wasn't my question, what I asked was does the Pregident think of it

as akangaroo court?
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A--T have never discussed that with the President.
getting back to the Judiciary Commmittee for a moment
Q--Mr, Vice President,/Special Counsel Noar today told the Commmittee that ¥ President
Nixon he
n /was guilty of quote an enormous crime in the conduct of bhe office, and/recommended
a billof

/ impeachment to the commmittee. Do you have any wwmmswef reaction to that statment?
proceedings in the House

A--Ttm not going to pass judgement on every dav-to-day geiimmsedsiive Commmitt-e on
Judiciry . My views on the sufficiency of the evidence are extremely well known, I
3
don t think there i*aufflcient evidence to convict the President of an impe-chable

offense, I have repéated it on a numbér of occasions, I'll simply say that I

apparently respectfully disagree with Mr, Doar,

Q--Mr, Vice P raesident} snjiianenscamiifenbunr you have repeatedly said that you don't
Iyx find the eyidence there to impash, but realistically speaking, given the
office w el
SEREEEFT you az% resident, with the possibility of succeeding is there
r-ally any other nosition you could take® in impeachmen t?

A-- Well, T don't thirk I ought to speculate on something like that, I think I can be
objective , as I see the evidence, and I happen to believe very sincerely there isn;'
sucrficient evidence, it's a persoml vie&w, to convict the President of an impeach=-

able offerse., And it doesn:t have anything to do with the position T hold, itks
simply my persoml view,

being as this is Butler s District, I do 't want to blow what

\

Q-- Mr, Vice President,

you said earlier the proceedings, Now, shonld he see fit to vote for im-
again
peachment, would you come back down here/this fall, ifyou could3

and
A--T don't have anv hesitancy aboﬁ% ~epeating what * sald/I'11 make it on a personalized
Members of the
basis, I respect the indpenedent views of Longress on any assdidiem issue, including

this one, And if Mr, RPutler would like to hgve me come back , in the future, under

any ciscumstances, I would @do so, But I also repeatd, and T am sure he

respects my viewgh that I don't think there is sufficient evidence that's been
presented to convict the Fresident of an impeachable offen se.
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Judiciary
@---Mr, Vice resndent the Chief M nority Cofinsel of the/Commmittee, ha- concurred the
of the President.
Mr, Doar and called for imoeachement{ A,.e yousmtisfied with Mr, Jemnner!sperformance

as a staff member?

that <;£f§5:6¢i.ﬁz
A--I have said in the past on morathan one occasionf it would have been better a

another oounsel representing them than Mr, Jenner, and my view hasn't changed,

Q-=Mr, Vice President, Joseph Sisgo 1is now overseas attemnting to work out some agreemen
between Turkey and Greece,

sy Lf his efforts sho'ld fail and the U.S. could not
movements
nersuade the troops from either side to halt their military--wgiiPsiamex what would be
sugpested to

yourasiniggEpmt recommendations as Zmees US involvement especially in any buildup

in troops, naval,air?

maximum
A-- Well, T think the United States shojld make a mmijpmy effort in this case to work wit

other nations, prferably through the United ﬁations,mw in
order to avoid a confrontation between the Creek government and the Turkish
government, T would hope that this long-standing dispute over the control of Cyprus
would not lead to' a head-to-head confron ation between the United States and the
Soviet Union, It's my jud gement that our Stafe Dept and our Secr tary of State work
ur participati-
ing through the President hae hmcﬁ&m;?;;?o)us matter in a very responsible
way, And T think it's too early to pass judgement--there are many uncertainties--
but it's my understandig tiat practically everybody is trying to =mvoid a military
confratfatinn, or diplomatic head-to-head difficulty. And I hope that...
Q-=- Will Mr, Kgssinrer be going over there again?
A--- I haven't talked with him about that,

Q-= Mr, Vice President,have vou done any lobbying with Renublicans on the House

Judiciary c'ommm?' ttee in support of Preédident Nixon, and dmx if you haven't, will

you do hhat he impeaehment issue reaches the House floor.q
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A--T haven't done any lobbying with any member of the Mouse Commmittee on the Judiciary,

If any Member asks me for w’ views--just in case they aren't sure of my sentiments-=
I11

Bhiblaiest be glad to tell them and if it apnmea's that any observations T mlr\'ght have
dptmpier - might be helfpul, #k I'11 be glad to make that contribution, but T'm not
going out in an arm-twisting lobbying effort. I think/igaZn insul% to most , if not
all, Members of the House. I never did it when T was a member of the Ho use and when

I was Minority i‘_feader. If T couddn't persuade somebody I didn't go any further,

I have a lot of respect for ‘‘embers of the House , both sides of the aisle, and as
a result, I think I have a bit of respect from them,

e il e

~eman T e o A

R o
*dministration to another for a

- e might have -
moment, it appears Mma have suffered a recession, some

for an economic summit confepence,

Q=CMr. Vice President, oing rom one probem ofthe

membars of Congress are rallin g o

a former member . —
Do you feel, wﬂongress, that the Administration is counseling
about the problemsof the economy, and would you recommend to the
enough with Congress oy

key

; discuiss the economy
President that he call in more/members of Congress to

:

A-- T thin there ought to be a greater degree of cooperation between the Congress and
the President. The Congress has kin of gone off on itse own on a lot of these
trings, and failed to act on many others which would hawv helped to curb inflation.
ktion Congress could hawe taken might have helped avoid some of our difficulties,
But, nevertheless, Congress and the President ought to work together. But let me
add if T might,mIm not pessimistic about the economicreportm that came out yester=-

day., As a matter of fact, it must have satisfied or influenced some people in New
York City who actually were encoursged, by their actions on Wdll Street.

But more importantly, employment in the country is about two million more this
year than last yemw., @ur unemployment has stabilized mimmsdec at about 5,1--5,2 per

cent And T'm glad to hear that ecomomically, in this area, ﬂ conditions are
pretty good,
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A--{CONTTNUED )Now our main problem is inflation. But the camse of inflation from the
point of view of the federal government 1is the fiscal irresponsibility of the
Congress and the federdl government as a whole. And #x if the Congress, working with
the President , will hold the 1id on federal spending, (which will include a number

of vetoes) then I think that the federd government, if it tightens its belt, can

give both in licking
mk/some leadership to Zabor and management intrying to act responsibhly sesigisis
If in the last report of

this problem of inflation. Me can make the headqway that was irdicated/yesterday,

where we have taken the increasey in the cost of livin g from 12-point=8 per cent
)

down to 8-point-7 per cent, %md we re going to take it lower in this next

quarte:> Uy the end of the year T thinkn we'll be down toaround 7 per cent, which
it's
is too high wilix but/a lot better than 12 per cent.

Q-= Do you disagree with the view of some economists thatwwoatgggggion?

A--- Techinically you could say we had, but when you look at the employment figures and

gainfully
fird‘ that we hav e 86 million people/employed in the civilian ecnomy compared

to 84 million %year ago, I think we're in good shape if we can lick the
battle of inflation, amd I think we will,

Q-- Mr, Vice Fresident--on inflation ¥
Q== Mr, Vice President, There's an increase ir sentiment on Capitol Hill to do away whth

the$elective Service system . No\v.-.r this seems to mpdx coincide with the g‘!’ooming
of the all-volunteer ssrvice, In 1947, uncer President Truman, 8S8elective 38rvice
w as abaélished for one year., Bhey discovered at the cost of mch manpower,time,
and money that this might hae been a mistake. Do you feel that this is the time
to abolish Selective Service.?
A---T'm a strong believer in an all-volunteer military force. T think it's tremendously
good that it i has workede-fhat we hawe met our quotas, and that our military man-

power Btrengthsissewssheee are up to the army,navy and air force and marine require=-
ments, Fven though we made the goalsaid the volunteer military force is working,
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you should abandon

A(CONTTNTED) I don't think et Sclective 8ervice. I think it is good,
necessary, essential to keep it on a standby basis, because in this/:::gcherous
world in which we live, T think we have to have people registered, even though,
under President Nixon, they are not going into comtat, not going ihto the military
sertice,
Q-~ Mr, Vice r"r'esident, on the inflation--could you tell what programs the P;esident
nlans to cut back . There is, as you know,ag story in Washington that tiswrReEndeax
i$ will include veteran's venefits, soclal security benefits , aid to thé handicappe
and so forth® Has he indicated that those are some of the programs he will cut?
A--- As you know , Mr, Nessen, he aoproved an educationrbill for weterns extending their
term from 8 to 10 years. He signed it T think last Friday or last Saturday/ T-—ifc
think the Fresidebt will bend over backwards, as he has, to help the saimewmz Viet
Nam véberans, :?gg-got them out of thég wary-and to also make sure that they
when they are seeking
are equitably $reated imfmmss educational opportunities . But there are some
programs that have come along, and I think one prospective target is the heavily
inflated Labor-HEW Approprigions Bill, which I'm told papeisiesates probbbly calls
for a two or three billion doll-~r incr-ase OW Pr-sident's budget, Mow
those are the kind ofveto target bills that we will probzbly have the Presidert

acting on in the next month or Bwe.

Q--- Mr, Vice President---What 7

Q---That is the time, I'm sorry Mr, Tice Zesideht. S)' € ung
asedelegritte

a good . £
A-- That is gmgfxexample, . Thark you very much,
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Thank you, it's nice to be in Roanoke, to be with all of you. It's
also nice to be here with Bill Wampler, Caldwell Butler, Lt. Governor Dalton.
I have been here several times in the past as Congressman and Minority Leader,

so it's nice to be back. I'll be glad to answer any questions. Yes.....

Q-~~=~Mr. Vice President, you said yesterday you would be highly selective
in your campaigning around the country this fall for Republicans and that you
might even support some Democrats. Would you refuse, for instance, to campaign

on behalf of House Republicans who vote for the impeachment of President Nixon?

A~---~—1'm not going to predicate my appearance or attendance in a Congressional
District because a person votes for or against the President. That's a
matter of serious independent judgment. There are other very serious and
equally important votes in the regular legislative routine, so my appearance
for Republicans will be on the basis of the quality of the candidate, his
general support of the Administration but also for candidates that I think
who are challenging the incumbents, who we think are attractive, and who

are capable of doing a good job.
Q----You are supporting Congressman Butler now?

Awww=T certainly am. I think Caldwell Butler is a first-class member of the
House of Representatives. He is a fine replacement for Dick Poff, who I think

was one of the finest members of Congress that I ever serve with., Thig~-

Q----But would that change?
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A-—--=-Thigs District seems to have a good tradition of outstanding Republican

members of the House of Representatives.

Q---~Could that support possibly change if Congressman Butler decides to

recommend impeachment?

A-——-1 thought I said a moment ago that I was not predicating my appearance
for a Republican on the basis of that one vote. Actually, T would hope that a
Republican as well as a discerning Democrat would vote against impeachment,
but my appearance here or subsequently is not predicated on how an individual

member votes.

Q---~If that is so, why did you wait until right before the first impeachment

note to say that you might not campaign for some Republicans this fall?

A---~1 don't think I said I wouldn't campaign for some Republicans. I don't

recall having said that.

Q--~-Well, yesterday you said you would be very selective and might not go into

some Districts.

A~---Qh, I guess you have turned it around and put it the other way. I said I
would campaign and support some Democrats, but that's not quite the way you
phrased the question, and I think there's a significant difference and I'1l

repeat that today.

NOTE: ©LATER REPORTERS SOUGHT CLAIRIFICATION OF THIS POINT FROM THE VICE
PRESIDENT WHO SAID HE DID NOT MEAN TO INDICATE THAT HE WOULD CAMPAIGN FOR

DEMOCRATS. HE SAID HE HAS NO PLAN TO CAMPAIGN FOR ANY DEMOCRATS.

Q-~=-Mr. Vice President, could you state some of the principles where you
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might rule out going into a District if a man supports such and such...what

would eliminate vou going in?

A-——-1'm not going to draw a prescription today for 435 Districts. Each
one we have to take on an individual basis, and I will make that independent

judgment if and when I am invited to go into a District.

Q----Mr. Vice President, there have been suggestions for popular election of
the Attorney General, and a permenent special prosecutor's office. Time-Life

had this ?

A--—-T don't think it's practical for a nationwide election for Attorney
General. Over the years I think we have had some good attorney generals, fine
attorney generals, under both Republicans and Democrats who were appointed

in the traditional way as a member of the President's cabinet. I don't think

we have to go the way of a national election for an attorney general,

Q-——--How do you shore up deficiencies and the abuses that have occurred

in the past few years in the Attorney General's office?

A--~-0h, T don't think this Administration has had any more difficulties

with Attorney Generals than some others. As I recall, one of Mr. Truman's
Attorney Generals had some trouble. And I think there are other instances in
history. I think we ought to elect the President, and if he picks bad people,
or doesn't do a good job, then the public at the end of four years has an
opportunity to make a change. So to go to a nationally-elected Attorney

General I think would be a step--a big step——in the wrong direction.

Q--——Mr. Vice President, Ron Ziegler today said that Chairman Rodino is

running the impeachment investigation like kangaroo court. He is the official
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spokesman for the President. Do you agree with his characterization, which
would be the White House characterization? If not, how would you describe

the fairness of the proceedingg?

A-—~-Tt's my judgment that Mr. Rodino as Chairman of that Committee has done
his utmost to handle it in a fair and proper way. I am not sure I would have
made very decision precisely as the Chairman has made them, but that's a matter
of independent judgment, and I certainly would not call the manner in which
that Committee has operated a kangaroo court. They have had a great
responsibility. I think they have tried very hard to do a good job. I think,
of course 1 have said before, that some members of that Committee had agreed
on impeachment before they heard the first bit of evidegce, but that's under-
standable. I just would only say that as I said before too, I don't think

that Committee ideologically is a cross-section of the House as a whole.
Q~----But, sir, could I just follow that up one second?
A~-—=Surely.

Q-~--You have seen the President frequently, including last Saturday. Does
his spokesman's denunciation of the Committee as a kangaroo court reflect the

President's estimation of the Committee?

A-—-~1 am not privy to the arrangements between the President and Mr. Ziegler

so really can't -- uh -~

Q-—-——Well, that wasn't my question, what I asked was does the President

think of it as a kangaroo court?

A=~—=T have never discussed that with the President.
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Q----Mr. Vice President, getting back to the Judiciary Committee for a moment,
Special Counsel Doar today told the Committee that President Nixon was guilty
of an enormous crime in the conduct of his office, and he recommended a bill

of impeachment to the committee. Do you have any reaction to that statement?

A--——1"m not going to pass judgment on every day-to-day proceedings in the
House Committee on Judiciary. My views on the sufficiency of the evidence
are extremely well known. I don't think there is sufficient evidence to
convict the President of an impeachable offense. I have repeated it on a
number of occasions. I'll simply say that I apparently respectfully disagree

with Mr. Doar.

Q--—-Mr. Vice President, youhave repeatedly said that you don't find the
evidence there to impeach, but realistically speaking, given the office you
are in your-position as Vice President, with the possibility of succeeding is

there really any other position you could take in impeachment?

A----Well, I don't think I ought to speculate on something like that. I
think I can be objective, as I see the evidence, and I happen to believe very
sincerely there isn't sufficient evidence, it's a personal view, to convict
the President of an impeachable offense. And it doesn't have anything to do

with the position I hold, it's simply my personal view..

Q----Mr. Vice President, being as this is Butler's District, I don't want to blow
what you said earlier in the proceedings. Now, should he see fit to vote

for impeachment, would you come back down here again this fall, if you could?

A—---1 don't have any hesitancy about repeating what I said and I'll make it

on a personalized basis. I respect the independent views of Members of the
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Congress on any issue, including this one. And if Mr. Butler would like to
have me come back, in the future, under any circumstances, I would do so.

But I also repeat, and I am sure he respects my view, that I don't think

there is sufficient evidence that's been presented to convict the President of

an impeachable offense.

Q-——-Mr. Vice President, the Chief Minority Counsel of the Judiciary Committee,
has concurred the Mr. Doar and called for impeachment of the President. Are you

satisfied with Mr. Jenner's performance as a staff member?

A-—-~-T1 have said in the past on more than one occasgion that it would have been
better for the Republicans to have another counsel representing them than

Mr. Jenner, and my view hasn't changed.

Q—-———Myr. Vice President, Joseph Sisco is now overseas attempting to work out
some agreement between Turkey and Greece. If his efforts should fail and the
U.S. could not persuade the troops from either side to halt their military
movements what would be your suggested recommendations as to US involvement

especially in any buildup in troops, naval, air?

A--—-Well, I think the United States should make a maximum effort in this

case to work with other nations, preferably through the United Natioms, in-
order to avoid a confrontation between the Greek government and the Turkish
government. I would hope that this long-standing dispute over the control of
Cyprus would not lead to a head-to-head confrontation between the United States
and the Soviet Union. It's my judgment that our State Department and our
Secretary of State working through the President have handled our participation
this very serious matter in a very responsible way. And I think it's too

early to pass judgment--there are many uncertainties--but it's my understanding
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that practically everybody is trying to avoid a military confrontation=-

or diplomatic head-to-head difficulty. And I hope that...
Q----Will Mr. Kissinger be going over there again?
A--~-1 haven't talked with him about that.

Q-—~-Mr. Vice President, have you done any lobbying with Republicans on
the House Judiciary Committee in support of President Nixon, and if you

haven't, will you do that when the impeachment issue reaches the House floor?

A----1 haven't done any lobbying with any member of the House Committee on
the Judiciary. If any member asks for my views--just in case they aren't
sure of my sentiments--I1'11 be glad to tell them and if it appears that any
observations I might have might be helpful, I'1ll be glad to make that
contribution, but I'm not going out in an arm-twisting lobbying effort., I
think that is an insult to most, if not all, Members of the House. I never
did it when I was a member éf the House and when I was Minority Leader.

If I couldn't persuade somebody I didn't go any further. I have a lot of
respect for Members of the House, both sides of the aisle, and as a result, I

think I have a bit of respect from them.

Q=-~~Mr. Vice President, going from one problem of the Administration to
another for a moment, it appears we might have suffered a recession, some
members of Congress are calling for an economic summit conference, Do you
feel, as a former member of Congress, that the Administration is counseling
enough with Congress about the problems of the economy, and would you recommend
to the President that he call in more key members of Congress to discuss the

economy?
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A-~=~1 think there ought to be a greater degree of cooperation between the
Congress and the President. The Congress has kind of gone off on its own on

a lot of these things, and failed to act on many others which would have helped
to curb inflation. Action Congress could have taken might have helped avoid
some of our difficulties. But, nevertheless, Congress and the President

ought to work together. But let me add if I might, I'm not pessimistic

about the economic report that came out. yesterday. As a matter of fact, it
must have satisfied or influenced some people in New York City who actually
were encouraged, by their actions on Wall Street. But more importantly,
employment in the country is about two million more this year than last year.
Our unemployment has stabilized at about 5.1-~5.2 per cent. And I'm glad to
hear that economically, in this area, conditions are pretty good. Now our main
problem is inflation. But the cause of inflation from the point of view of

the federal government is the fiscal irresponsibility of the Congress and the
federal government as a whole. And if the Congress, working with the President,
will hold the 1lid on federal spending, (which will include a number of vetoes)
then I think that the federal gavernment, if it tightens its belt, can give
some leadership to both labor and management in trying to act responsibly in
licking this problem of inflation. If we can make the headway that was
indicated in the last report of yesterday, where we have taken the increase

in the cost of living from 12-point—8 percent down to 8-point-7 percent, (and
we're going to take it lower in this next quarter) by the end of the year I
think we'll be down to around 7 percent, which is too high but it's a lot better

than 12 percent.

Q~~--Do you disagree with the view of some economists that we did indeed go

through a recession?
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A-—--Technically you could say we had, but when you look at the employment
figures and find that we have 86 million people gainfully employed in the
civilian economy compared to 84 million people a year ago, I think we're in

good shape if we can lick the battle of inflation, and I think we will.
Q--——Mr. Vice President+-on inflation,

Q-——-Mr. Vice President, there's an increase in sentiment on Capitol Hill

to do away with the Selective Service system. Now this seems to coincide with
the grooming of the all-volunteer service. In 1947, under President Truman,
Selective Service was abolished for one year. They discovered at the cost of
much manpower, time, and money that this might have been a mistake. Do you

feel that this is the time to abolish Selective Service?

A——-~I1'm a strong believer in an all-volunteer military force. I think it's
tremendously good that it has worked--that we have met our quotas, and that
our military manpower strengths are up to the army, navy and air force and
marine requirements. Even though we made the goals and the volunteer
military force is working, I don'tthink you should abandon Selective
Service, I think it is good, necessary, essential to keep it on a standby
basis, because in this very treacherous world in which we live, I think we
have to have people registered, even though, under President Nixon, they are

not going into combat, not going into the military service.

Qw=—=Mr. Vice President, on the inflation-~could &ou tell what programs the
President plans to cut back. There is, as you know, a story in Washington

that it will include veteran's benefits, social security benefits, aid to the
handicapped and so forth. Has he indicated that those are some of the programs

he will cut?
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A-———As you know, Mr. Nessen, he approved an education bill for veterans

extending their term from 8 to 10 years., He signed it I think last Friday

or last Saturday. I think the President will bend over backwards, as he has, to
help the Viet Nam veterans, both--he got them out of the war--and to alsomke

sure that they are equitably treated when they are seeking educational opportunities.
But there are some programs that have come along, and I think one prospective

target is the heavily inflated Labor-HEW Appropriations Bill, which I'm told
probably calls for a two or three billion dollar increase over and above the
President's budget. Now those are the kind of veto target bills that we will

probably have the President acting on in the next month or two.

Q=~==Mr. Vice President---What?

Q--—-That is the time, I'm sorry Mr. Vice President.

A----That is a good example, there will be some others, I am sure. Thank you

very much.
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