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REW\RKS BY VI CE PRESIDENT GEMill RI FORD 
DEDICATION CEROO'JIES FOR RAYSTo..IN DPM 

HUNTll'IJTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
THURSDAY, JUi~E 6, 1974, 10:00 A.M. 

IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE TO JOIN YOU FOR THE DEDICATION OF 

THIS IMPRESSIVE STRUCTURE. IT IS PARTICULARLY SATISFYING TO ME, 

BECAUSE I HAD SOME SMALL PART IN THE LEGISLATIVE ACTION ON THE 

RAYSTOWN DAM DURING THE YEARS WHEN I WAS MINORITY LEADER OF THE 

HOUSE. THERE IS NOTHING MORE SATISFYING THAN TO SEE A PROJECT 

ON WHICH MUCH LEGISLATIVE TIME AND EFFORT HAS BEEN EXPENDED 

FINALLY REACH COMPLETION AND BEGIN TO BENEFIT PEOPLE. 

Digitized from Box 134 of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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I KNOW THIS SENSE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT IS SHARED BY THE MANY 

WHO HAVE INVESTED SO MUCH TIME, EFFORT AND VISION IN THE RAYSTOWN 

DAM PROJECT. 

I THINK WE SHOULD ALSO RECOGNIZE THE SACRIFICES MADE BY 

HUNDREDS OF PERSONS WHO GAVE UP THEIR COTTAGES, HOMES AND FARMS 

SO THAT THE PROJECT COULD BECOME A REALITY. MONETARY AWARDS 

COULD NEVER REPAY THOSE WHO RELINGUISHED LANDS AND HOMES OF A 

LIFETIME. THEY GAVE MUCH. ~ ,,tv<_ ~ ~ 
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ALTHOUGH THIS PROJECT HAD BEEN TALKED ABOUT AND STUDIED 

FOR HALF A CENTURY, I THINK IT COULD BE FAIRLY SAID THAT IT REALLY 

STARTED ALMOST ~IFTEEN~EARS AG~, WH~~ ~!PARTISAN GROUP OF 

REPRESE1HA TI YES AND SEl~A TORS~ 1ffi S NA TOR SCOTT, MET WITH 

ARMY ENGINEERS AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON. 

AT THAT MEETING, UNITY WAS ACHIEVED ON THE PLAN WHICH NOW BECOMES 

A REALITY. 
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IN THE YEARS IN BETWEEN, HERE IN THE NINTH DISTRICT OF 

PENNSYLVANIA, IN HARRISBURG AND IN WASHINGTON, MANY PEOPLE HAVE 

WORKED TO MAKE THIS DAY POSSIBLE. IT IS THIS KIND OF BIPARTISAN 

TEAMWORK WHICH HAS ACCOMPLISHED SO VERY MUCH IN OUR COUNTRY AND 

CA~ ACCOMPLISH MUCH MORE, GIVEN THE VISION, THE DEDICATION AND 

THE EFFORT REPRESENTED HERE. 

THIS DAM AND LAKE ARE A TREMENDOUS ASSET NOT ALONE TO 

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA BUT TO THE ENTIRE NATION. 



WE HAVE THOSE IN THIS COUNTRY WHO CRY, "BUILD NO MORE DAMS." 

THERE IS NO NEED, THEY SAY. 

HOW WRONG THEY ARE! THE RAYSTOWN DAM IS PROOF OF THE ERROR 

IN THEIR THINKING. IT IS A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF WHAT AN INVESTMENT 

OF PUBLIC FUNDS CAN RETURN IN PUBLIC BENEFITS. 
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EVEN THOUGH THE DAM WAS ONLY PARTIALLY COMPLETED WHEN 

TROPICAL STORM AGNES CREATED HAVOC IN PENNSYLVANIA TWO YEARS 

AGO, IT STILL PREVENTED MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN FLOOD DAMAGE 

DOWNSTREAM. ARMY ENGINEERS ESTIMATE THE DAM STORED SUFFICIENT 

WATER SO THAT FLOOD LEVELS WERE REDUCED BY SEVERAL FEET, PREVENTING 

DAMAGE TOTALING 60 MILLION DOLLARS. IN OTHER WORDS, THE DAM PAID 

FOR NEARLY ITS ENTIRE COST EVEN BEFORE IT BEGAN TO SERVE 

PE l~NSYLVANIA. BUT IMPORTANT AS FLOOD CONTROL IS -- AND CERTAINLY 
---

ANYONE WHO HAS SEEN THE DEVASTATION OF A FLOOD KNOWS HOW IMPORTANT 

THAT IS -- THE RAYSTOWN DAM HAS EQUALLY GREAT IMPORTANCE FOR THE 

TREMENDOUS RECREATIONAL BENEFITS ITS LAKE WILL BRING TO THE EAST. 



- 7 -

AS THE LARGEST LAKE WITHIN THE BORDERS OF THE STATE OF 

PE1~1~SYLVA1HA, RAYSTOWI~ LAKE IS A MAGNIFICENT ATTRACTION FOR 

RECREATION. 

I AM ALREADY WELL EQUIPPED TO USE THE LAKE. THE EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR OF PE1~1JSYLVAl~~ISH COMMISSION VERY THOUGHTFULLY 

SE1H ME A COMPLIMENTAR~ FISHING LICENSE. HE SAID THEY AREN'T 

OFTE1~ ISSUED, SO I Af~ TRULY GRATEFUL -- AND EVEN MORE SO, AFTER 
~ I nJ ~ d./'f" 

LEAR1H1~G THAT ALERT ~1~D DED'ICATED PENNSYLVANIA AGENTS ARRESTED 
A 

ULYSSES S. GRANT FOR FISHING WITHOUT A LICENSE WHEN GRANT WAS 

PRESIDEt~T OF THE U1HTED STATES. I'D HATE TO THINK OF WHAT THEY'D 

DO TO A VICE PRESIDENT WHO DARED WET A LINE WITHOUT PROPER LICENSING. 

SO I AM VERY THA~KFUL TO THE STATE FISH COMMISSION FOR PROVIDING 

THE NECESSARY PROTECTIO~. 
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~~ I'M REALLY MORE OF A SWIMMER THAN A FISHERMAN, T~. 
It 

Al~D WHEN I LOOK AT THIS BEAUTIFUL LAKE BUILDING BEHIND THE DAM, 

I AM LOOKING MORE THROUGH THE EYES OF ONE WHO TRIES TO SWIM 

EVERY DAY I ~ I LIKE WHAT I SEE. 

THE FISHING AND SWIMMING OPPORTUNITIES, PLUS THE MORE 

THAN 100 MILES OF SCENIC SHORELINE IDEAL FOR BOATING EXPLORATION, 

MAKE IT CERTAIN THAT RAYSTOWN LAKE WILL BE A MAGNET FOR MI LLIONS 

OF PEOPLE FROM THE NEARBY METROPOLITAN AREAS. 

THE LAKE COMES INTO BEING AT EXACTLY THE RIGHT TIME TO 

MEET CRITICAL !~EEDS I 
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THOSE WHO ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 

OF OUR WILDLIFE WILL FIND GREAT SATISFACTION IN THE HIGH QUALITY OF 

THE WATER IMPOUNDED IN RAYSTOWN LAKE. AND THEY WILL APPLAUD THE 

THOUSANDS OF ACRES BEING EARMARKED FOR WILDLIFE AND FOR THE 

PROPAGATION OF WATERFOWL AND UPLAND GAME. THIS IS A PRECIOUS GAIN 

HERE IN THE METROPOLITAN EAST, WHERE CITIES EAT INTO OUR RECREATIONAL 

RESERVES WITH AN UNSLACKEi~ED APPETITE. 
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THOSE CONCERNED ABOUT THE HIGH PRICE OF GASOLINE, AND 

GASOLINE SHORTAGES, WILL WELCOME THIS NEW RECREATION AREA. 

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT SOME 15 MILLION PERSONS IN MAJOR 

EASTERN CITIES WILL BE WITHIN ECONOMICAL DRIVING DISTANCE OF 

LAKE RAYSTOWN. 

IT MEANS A REAL BONUS, THEREFORE, IN PROVIDING A WIDE 

VARIETY OF RECREATION AT A LOW COST IN TERMS OF ENERGY USE. 
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AND MY GOOD FRIEND, CONGRESSMAN BUD SHUSTER, HAS BEEN 

EXTREMELY HELPFUL IN GETTING ACTION STARTED IN STILL ANOTHER 

BENEFICIAL AREA. AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE, 

BUD WAS ABLE TO GET THE COMMITTEE TO APPROVE HIS BILL FOR A STUDY 

OF THE FEASIBILITY OF USING THE DAM TO GENERATE HYDRO-ELECTRIC 

POWER -- WHICH, IF POSSIBLE, WOULD MEAN STILL ANOTHER MAJOR 

BENEFIT FROM THIS STRUCTURE. WE ARE WORKING TO GET CONGRESSIONAL 

APPROVAL FOR THIS IMPORTANT STUDY, FOR BY ADDING POWER GENERATION 

THE RAYSTOWN DAM WOULD HELP EASE THE POWER SHORTAGE AND WOULD DO 

IT WITHOUT ADDED ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS. 
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WHAT A LIST OF IMPRESSIVE BENEFITS! NO ONE HERE CAN 

ESTIMATE HOW MANY MILLIONS OF PERSONS WILL BE HELPED BY THOSE 

BENEFITS IN THE YEARS AHEAD. 

NO ONE HERE CAN ESTIMATE FOR HOW MANY YEARS THE RAYSTOWN 

DAM WILL CONTINUE TO BENEFIT THOSE MILLIONS. 

BUT AS LONG AS IT STANDS, IT WILL PROVIDE MASSIVE TESTIMONY 

TO THE TREMENDOUS HUMAN GOOD THAT COMES FROM THE MARSHALLING OF 

HUMAN RESOURCES. 

IT SHOWS WHAT WE CAN ACCOMPLISH WHEN WE BRING TOGETHER 

VISION, DEDICATED AND PATIENT EFFORT, ENGINEERING SKILLS, AND 

CAREFULLY SUPERVISED PUBLIC FUNDING. 

' 
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THAT COMBINATION HAS BUILT THIS COUNTRY TO WHERE IT IS 

TODAY. THAT COMBINATION CAN CONTINUE TO FORGE A BRIGHT FUTURE 

FOR OUR NATION. THAT COMBINATION CAN DEVELOP THE SOLUTIONS TO 

OUR ENERGY PROBLEMS. THAT COMBINATION CAN BRING US CLEANER AIR 

Al~D CLEAi ER WATER. THAT COMBINATION CAN CONTINUE TO BUILD A 

BETTER NATION -- IF ONLY WE AS A PEOPLE PUT IT TO WORK. 
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ONE OF THE PROPHETS OF OUR AGE -- H. G. WELLS -- WROTE, 

"THE PAST IS BUT THE BEGINNING, AND ALL THAT IS, AND HAS BEEN, 

IS BUT THE TWILIGHT OF THE DAWN." THAT I FIRMLY BELIEVE. SO 

MAY THE RAYSTOWN DAM WE DEDICATE HERE TODAY CHALLENGE US TO 

DEDICATE OURSELVES TO BUILDING A BETTER NATION AND A BETTER 

WORLD FOR US ALL. 

THANK YOU. 



IR.AJll' OF R ~PKS O'F' VICE PPEn!JEN'I' Gli'P ALD R. FORD AT 

DEDI"'A TTON C~""'MONIES FOR RAYST~ DAM, 

lltlJJTTN~\3A. ;a~, :hursdaa7 June 6, 1974 

x It is a great pleasure to join you for the dedicati')n of this impressive 
$t<u...c-\lJ..(<Z. • It is particularl~ satisfyine- to me, because 

· a ' e '2£. it1 • a , knt; I had sane small part in r ttrps •• the legislative 

action on ' 1 

• the R.,-stown Dam, .. ll:iiiilil•jiia---~ during the years when!~ 

ll' it l d f th H Wrf;re is was inor y ea erK O e ouse~; £ r rnei 

~ ~a}isf11:11g .~ 
ll"thlng ~ore rtrrihit .TSl..IY•Qrwrrtt• than to see a project '.ld9llf on which 

time and 
mu.ch legislative/ effort h~s been expended finally reach completion. 

I - K=tcJ I iw::i segre ~f • .1rKaff &:H a~gmp}i~ert ir:!shared by ~££ B I 

the many zl: 1 2 s who ha vexc1¥mltal;11111&-•••'•a::.~ invested so much tim~ 2llllt effort =m b' K and 

vision in the Raystown Dam roject. 

ti: £ 8K Although this project ha~bee~talked about an4 studied for 
,<.e c:.\.. ·-N._ v £, ( 

T think it co:u~l~d~b~e~f~ai=r~l~y~~s~a~id~t~h~~~~~~--~·-.t.lii~==s't' Cf 

/~imlli~=i.:tt11 
J=~·=;~:;=::mt~=;====~~:t:~t}:ii;~a a bi-partisaw *of 

half a century, 

fifteen years 

/.3enators and Representati~ ii\ ~rmy Engineers, and Public Works Comrnmittee llil:Kz: 

peoole At that meet ng,. r, 7s ?(ii unity WA.a achieved · gi -0n &he 
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~JD!lldttta ~k0x0maw~xtxz!llfxtNi:xzlia~za0~zKakextD12~0xtJra.lzR0IK!l.STX»lmxaxzw:tiixbooc 

This Dam and Lake ': @r(9; ( a treroordous asset 

Pennsylvania, but to the entire nation. 

n K We have those in t ri s country who cry, I. 1 •.f>iild no more dams of 

There is no neea, they 35ayo 
... I 

.. it JZAZ m r> 2 n 

investment of public funds can neturn 
Even ttough the Dam was only nartially comn 

1d£iffli!&: when tbq_ ae Tropical Storm Agne8'- created havoc in ~~nsylvania two 
it still ~ engineers 

year~ ago,! prevented millions of dollars in flood damages downtltsreaa.lliilifljif estimate 

the deva-mon of a nood knows how imoortant that is----the Raystown :r.an bl ' gs:x: 

~t importance for the tremendous rec~tinnal benefits i~ lake will 

bring to the Bast. 
As thel largest lake wid.thin the b6r0ers of the state of Pennsylvania, 

l!l k Iii s U J!ittaitssa mk rr t ' r • .. - . ~ = --- -·· ....... - ... -, 
fs ~*'1B.?nificent attraction for recreationo 

?I! tail akryfj1,1if};-eauJBBfi8t%dM&: itQizvl~Y.i "•""l!HiBia '1 >nxl!£d, . zdc 2 
The Bxecutive Di~ector of Pennsylvania's Fish Col'lllllilli.ssion very thoughtfully 

I 

sent me a comn1 imentary fishing licenseo .HP-• said they aren t often issued, ~o 

And even more so, after I was informed Wt!;~\. 1 the yerrY a;Lr:irt 
Ulysses s. Grant uiMii..-iilh"'" YJl"t:;l\.o\.L;;t .A 

~Ul!!l~lillil~S,..,:55ijllllli1!;.tJl~l!Jiil!!ii1:=m~1P•~~\~··Le_~~~~..-Ges 
to think of what they'd do 

wet a line without proper licensing. 
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So I am very thankful ~ to the St;ite Fish Colllllission for providinp..xthe ' •c 

necessary protection. 

I'm really mare of a swimmf'rr' than a fisherman, thougho 

ideal 
scenic shoreline, .t* , J nte 

w:w..-.-aH~~~...,~--iiiiii~~~ 
rifiX 
for explorati )n make it certain that Raystown "Lake will be a fie ] x ,agnet for 

critical 

great satisfaction imi the 

Lek a. And they will WRa'TTA 

zdfiiii &ti!: 
earmarked for wildlife, 

1 ¥( 

arxJ conservation of our wildlife will find 

~a!i Quality of ~ the water impounded in Raystown 

!l •ta 1 cz applaud the thousands of acres being 

prooopation of waterfowl and upland g~~ ·t~~~?}PJS gain here in the metropolitan 
"" c e el ; I ( -"-east where cities ...- ..,a~ into o• - , J ves w ilfA ~l'\ lllM" 4'-'~~ ~fife, 

~bus' I zaiwi~roctke:C':s0Y!_vn'P'&Nixz*ticeezx-el!P!•4,.X1!111!l'51!m1• u x 

Those 14~Ll9l! .. ll•f7._--., ... , .. ,••••ai.im ... 

l'f:.~ exhnwzxx 
~rices o~ gasoline and gasoline shortages will welcome this ::tCllmiilNC: new recreation 

are aoxa:a:a:§li!BCI AB ~. S§iiXlil ace 

\ It is estiTTBtedthat son:e 15 mill lon persons in~' ssAi~m.ajor 
eastern cities will be within ii§&JZ ft economical driving distance of ~Lace 

it• msµ:WmiiR'WWW!ftx 
It means a real za · -@IJZ bonus, therefore, in providing a wide variety or 
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rP.creation at a 111·4 ic low cost ih terms of energy use. idla:k &&££!.ttnaaui 

has been extremely helpful in 
llrrl rrry good frierrl, C'ong. Fud Shuster, JC I• ; ' ?! g h•iJllLg d [lll:tuscdHidlll£X 

SJl&ii ;usu •••t:ex 
?et tinp ac tton s tarter i.n still another beneficial area. n ; t x ls a member of the 

House l"'ublic Works ~ommmittee, Bud :bx was able to get the Commmitt~ to approve his 

bill for a study of the feasibility of using the dam to generate hydro-electtic powero 

•11z~~--Kzz Whi h if ibl ld 11 bepef!t : ~ Jilllll.o c --- ooss e--wou mean sti another maj or b • !~ 9 79'7 

fdnmthis structure. We hope, and are working, to comnletion congressi·')nal approval 
to begin this importart. study o ,.,.,. R t 1 

For lty adding power generation ten aWtx SWf.du;~~ 110j#iua no~ onl¥.h3f;i,'iilrzJehe 
£ui wo ~]4_i!!s? __ it ~ithout 

~we1'.-2h<tfatHS.aif•aJ!QkliiMiiIBlWcJi!Jii , .. tar 3 "*' 1$ 

td•t &'.» addabJ • 1 I R~nvironmental problemSg::i\111 t I •rr b'. O*SI H"H - a (!pf 

_ •That a li~t of impressive benefits~ No one here can estimate how manYy 
'J1 !W le ikz•I r § e he lP.ed by 

l&:Z®SE MKE 

0X~R 

No one here can ~stimate for how many y~ars the aystown ~am will continue 

to ,jg• -benefit those millionso 

But qg long as it stands, it will proiide massive testimony: t ,.x as to what 
the 

tr~mendous human good comes from/a marshalling of the hum.an resource~ which has 

ma:i e this possibleo 

I 
ir~ to•e"th~r vision dBdicated , 

and ••••1:1:11'.IA. rarP.fully supervised public fumdingo 

That comhination has <?f arsr:: built this country to where it is tod~yo 
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b~~ us ~leaner air andd cleaner watero 

Thatim: vombination can zlm 1121XK:t1Jnnx11nxzuitzzz~lilmne:xx 

That combination lllli:x•i•itx can continue to build a better nation-----itzraliJx 

ir onlym: we ~ as a people put it to worko 

50lllxha3'3CZxlall:zke~zld~tzkex~xzxzim«ZR~zxmm:x2amix 

~e Raystown Dam we dedicate here today challenge• us to dedicate ourselves 

tm:zmn~ 
~nhgzttmz~~p.art:xttxB nati.on and a better 
~xennxe:Ham•:t:nz to building a better/worl~ for us allo 

Ho G: ells-­
--~ !xl1laa:i::en:xv:tt..kzRix~~Netlzszene of the nrophets of our age---mm wrote 

past is but the 

<{1\cl 
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REMARKS BY VICE PRFBIDENT GERALD R. FDRD 
DEDICATION CEREJVIONIE3 FDR RAYS'IOWN DAM 

HUNTING'ION, PENNSYLVANIA 
THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 1974, 10:00 A.M. 

~f:l1~fkr n!I .. :~!.: $1::;;!M 
It is a great pleasure to join you for the dedication of this 

impressive structure. It is particularly satisfying to me, because I had 

sane small pa.rt in the legislative action on the Raystown Dam~uring the 

years when I was Minority leader of the House. There is noth~re satisfying 

than to see a project on which much legislative t1me and effort has been 

expended finally reach canpletion~ ~ ~ )" 

I know this sense of accanplishment is shared by the many who have 

invested so much t1me, effort and vision in the Raystown Dam Project. 

~ Although this project had been talked about and studied for half 

At that meeting, unity was achieved on the plan which now becanes a reality. 

In the years in between, here in the Ninth District of Pennsylvania, 
. 

in HaITisburg and in Washington, many people have worked to make this day 

possible. It is this kind of~~ teamwork which has accanplished 

so very much in our country~' :tbEa: can accanplish much more
1 

given the 

vision, the dedication and the t:!ffort represented here. 

This Dam and Lake are a tremendous asset not alone to central 

Pennsylvania~ to the entire nation. ?-" 
We have those in this country who cry) J ~uild no m::>re darns." -



Draft 
Page 2 

- 2. -

There is no need, they sey. 

'~ How wrong they are? The Raystown Dam is l!ti<fiiiiiiiiiiiiiiJ?iJ~t proof of the error -
in the:ir thinking. It is a perfect example of what an investment of public 

funds can beturn in~public benefits. 

Even though the Dam was only partially canpleted when Tropical Storm 

Agnes created havoc in Pennsylvania two years ago, it still prevented millions 

of dollars in flood damage downstream. Army engineers estimate the Dam stored 

sufficient water~ that flood levels were redueed by several fee) prevent~ 
damage total:ing 60 rnilliCM ciol.larw. In other ~) dim.,,,,-sr )paid 

for~ entire cost e'W!l'l. before it began to serve Pern!ylvania. ait tmportant 

as flood control is -- an1 certainly anyone Wio hu seen the devastation of a 

flood knows how important that is -- the Raystown Dam has equally great 

importance for the tremendous recreational benefits its lake will bring to the 

Fast. 

As the largest lake within the borders of the State of Pennsylvania, 

Raystown Lake is a magnificent attraction for recreation. 

I am already well equipped to use the Lake. The Executive Director 

of Pennsylvania's Fish Carmission very thoughtfully sent me a cCIDpl1mentary 

fishing license. He said they aren't often issued, so I am truly grateful--

fa even more so, after{&~i that ·. 11 --:- alert and dedicated 

Pennsylvania agents a.rTested Ulysses S. Grant for fishing without a license 

when Grant was President of the United States. I'd hate to think of what 
-0 ,-

they'd do to a Vice President dared ~ wet a line without proper licensing. 

So I am very thankful to the state Fish Carmission for providing the necessary 

protection. 

I'm really more of a swimner than a fisherman, though. And when I 

look at this beautiful lake building behind the dam, I am looking more t$Uf!tl 
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the eyes of one who tries to swim every day. And I like what I see. 

The fishing and ~ _?P~rtunities, plus the more than 100 miles 

of scenic shoreline/;.deaJ. for~on,IDEJke it certain that Raystown Lake 

will be a magnet for millions of people fran the nearby metropolitan areas. 

The lake canes into being at exactly the right t:lme to meet critical 

needs. 
~ 

Those who are concerned abou~ envirorment and conservation of our 

wildlife will find great satisfaction in the high quality of the water impounded 

in Raystown Lake. And they will applaud the thousands of ac~ b:~ eannarked 
1J.J. I~ l.:9--~ 

for wildlife and f~~tion of waterfowl and upland game.J(l precious gain 

here in the metropolitan~~ where cities eat into our recreational reserve~ 

with an unslackened appetite~ 

Those concerned about/\ high pricee of ga.sollne
1 

and gasoline shortages 
1 

will welcane this new recreation area. 

It is estimated that some 15 million persons in major eastern cities 

will be within econanicaJ. driving distance of Lake Raystown. 

It means a real. bonus, therefore, in providing a wide variety of 

recreation at a low cost in terms of energy use. 

And my good friend, Congressman Bud Shuster, has been extremely helpfUl 

in getting action started in still another beneficial. area. As a member of the 

House Public Works Ccmnittee, Bud was able to get the Ccmnittee to approve his 

bill for a study 85 the feasibility of using the dam to generate hydro-electric 

powerA,~ch1J if possible,__l;uld mean still anoth r major benefit fran 

this structure. We t anQ are worlc1ng' to congressional approval. :. 

~this important study) for by ad~:: ~eneration the Raystown Dam 

would help ease the power short~e { 115 -;~ -do it-without added 

envirormentaJ. problans . 
../ 
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What a list of 1mpressive benefits! No one here can est.1rnate how 

many millions of persons will be helped by those benefits in the years ahead. 

No one here can estimate for how many years the Raystown Dam will 

continue to benefit those millions. 
,,--. 

But as long as it stands, it will provide massive test:imony ~to • 
~ ~ -
~ tranendous htunan gocxl~anes fran the marshalling of . , human resoure.es ., 

n eh !& Jib!£' J • pc 'J:e.-

It shows what we can accanplish when we bring together vision, dedicated 

and patient effort, engineering skills, and carefully sµpervised public fundlllg. 

That canb1nation has built this country to where it is today. That 

canb1nation can continue to forge a bright future for our nation. That 

canb1nation can develop the solutions to our energy problans. lliat canb1nation 

can bring us cleaner air and cleaner water,;) 

t:::::: That canb1nation can continue to build a better nation -- if only we as 

a people put it to work. 

One of the prophets of our age - H.G. Wells - wrote) '~h; past is but 

the beginning, and all that is, and has been, is but the twilight of the dawn." 

That I firmly believe. S~e Raystown Dam we dedicate here today 

challenge us to dedicate ourselves to building a better nation and a better•• 

world for us all. 

Thank you. 



INSERT FOR DAM DEDICATION SPEECH 

made 

of persons who 

gave up their cottages, homes and farms so that the "Project coupd become a r~alityo -

... ~ ....... -:.:·.~-rnz•am I bu~ 



RAYSTOWN , PENNSYLVANIA DAM DEDICATION 

Rays town Lake Project - -

General Int"ormat ion: 

Authorization -- The..~ Rayst.own Lake Project was authorized 

uiider: the ge.r::ieral p·r~is:t0~~¥>'~·t"he Fl.cod Control. Act. o:t. l962 

{P;L . 874· - 87th Congress.) ..... 

Lands authol!iZed to~. a,e:quire - dam~ and reservoir area - 15 acres 

Pua1~c access and recreational area.- 13 acrea .- .... 

Wf":fd:I.i:re· area - :2_..0oa· ~otal- .. - _- -30_,.000 ~r.es _) 

Total .estimated cost · $20 , aoo.~aoo .._ 
. . 

Acquired_ ta.·~dat-e 95% - .-or 28 thousand.... acr.es. 
Ii"" ._... ... 

•. 
Purpose of: ~t-he;"' project wilL provid -.r-1.ood control, recreational,; 

- " ~ . it~~·-· .. -.: . ~;... ,·:--: . ~ ~ .. .. ,, ' ... _ ·~.: I:~. 
water-, an l;:tSh· and .wfidli.fe enhancement: 

... 4,.r. . ..... r 

Loc;~ion _;aey·sto~ni ~i~ ~-f.ocate~ ··~n : RaY'stown era~chof the J'uniat-a 
• • ~ %" • .r- .... 

The. :i:'roj ec"\7 is locat-ed in the South contra~ ~.:.~ of' the . 
.. 

o r Pennsylvania-HuntingtoriJ ~ounty • Pennsylvania . 
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The Watershed is about 57 miles long and 35 miles wisde at ~he 

maximum sections. It is bounded by the Allenghey Park on the 

West> and the drainage divide od the Frankstown branch on the 

North . 

The Aughwick Creek divide on the East and the Potomac River on 

the South. 

Cost - $64,80£~, 00Q 

Flood_ Control. -- much needed flood cOn.trtl'l.: for downstream 
. -.b.> ·'; 

c ommuni ti.es;i!:l1ghw~ys;i,.~_ilnd, railroads '"along·; :the Juniata .. River 
... ~.' . . . 

and the ma.truitreain:. :of' the Susquehanna -- are current of the 

greatest f'iaod on record that of March 1936 - would cause 

damage along ·the Juniata River downs~ream fr.om the dam estimated 

at $36, 029 ,.OOO<,with:~add::i.t1anal damage of $4lr.:6. million. along 

t~e lower Susqueh~~Riyer. 

elimate bett-er than 73% of these 

fl.long. the. lower 

-- the par~~cally 

complete Rayst:own P:;-aj ect- was .e.i'f'ective in st-oring l.6U. ,acre feet 
.• ~-~~~}; ~ , "" ;• 

o~ ~lood water ( tiJ:1li:1:m4lte flood contr&l storage is 248 , acre feet) 

during the.ti"une 19-12 storm, Agnes whi;~h ... resU'lted in reducing 

deep flows in the Juniata River in Lewistown and Newport, Pennsylvani 

by 7. 5 feet and 4.5· ·feet· respectivefully . Had the project now •-
> 

been available for flood storage stages at bdth of these stations. 

would have exceeded the record 1936 flood. It is est imated that 

Raystown Lake was effective in preventing Agnes' damages in the 

Juniata basin downstream from the damage of 48 million 100 

thousand dollars and 11 million 900 thousand dollars along the 

Susquehanna . 
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am and Appurtenances --

he design plan for kN~x~am provided the construction of an 

earth's enbankment dam, a spillway consisting of both gated and 

ungated sections , and warm water outlets. 
The dam is 17 hundred feet long and 225 feet high . A two way 

spillway is located on the cres t of the right abutment about 

700 f'eet f rom the end of t he d am. Warm" wat er outlets are 

l ocated in ce~er ~pear·-- or the gated .. sptliway to dis card the 

r eq'ilir.ed flow~ Th~ 'qated sp-illways extend. ~ori: 16 hundred 
. ',.,. ... ...:.;;;~~-~ ·. ~ 

J' .... ,-1. ~ • . .. 
and::.'}-3a f eet; a:~~: the- ~·.c:rest o r:- the. spur-. A tuhri..eL:·t~Ugh. 

, . 
the!.~righ~ abutment ave~ted t he river during tha construction 

period. This~div.ersion tunnel penetrated the r1gh~~ ~butment 

sp~ at a point about 26. hundred feet from the right abutment 
( ·.::.~·,., .. :;, , ... _., .. ~ ~ . . ·. ., .. 

of'.' the dam. Dalved pass:~e~ .through the dam~\t_uDJ'.?.el pl.ug will 

permit. reservoir. draw~.do~o·pool levels approaohiDg the ...... ~.,.(.~ . . ... .-., 

t unnel intake-televation , 2:2 depending orr~ r.atei: of .:;firf'J.:9~. A 
.. .. . • .... ~- • • .. ..,.1. 

towe~, providing-- access ·to .. th.e valved passage: .. in. the "tunnel. is 
. , . . ... 

- .z~.· 

loeatr.ed an top'~ at th~.r.Wlgated. spillway·. · This potion.. of." the . .. ~· . - .. ~ .. . 

pra.ject . of: the dan~>.and··all its appurtenances is now 100%" 

compl.et.e· . . 
·, 

Total .. ~~cost.: of the. dam,. ·etc a will. be approximately 

The public us.e. i'acilit.:tea. at the- dam visito~eon:tact 
~~'!:;':"'",,.,..... .. -

parking area:;.: and coIIIf"ort station are open. 

Dam top 826 elevation 

MaJdJJ;luin pooL elevation-. 82I. 5 

Fu-Ns flood cofitrol -pool (top··o:r. gates) elevation 812 
:.. !:.. • ·"!'' "":' 

Recreation pao· elevat·ion 786 

Upstream ppotol tunnel invert elevation 614 
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Downstream protol tunnel invert elevation 605 

Stream bed at center line of dam elevation - 601 

Length of maximum pool - 36 miles 

Length of recreational po9l - 30 miles 

Length of flood control pool - 34 miles 

Storage: 

Recreation:. pool.. - ele'lation 786 {514·, ooo a cres feet) 

Flood Controi pool - elevatron 812 (762,000 acres feet) 

Maximum pool ...;. 871,000···acre5 .f'eet:t 

{one acre foot equaJ.s one acre· of ground covered with one 
foot of water) 

! 
Re_~eat·ion pool ;.... elevation 786 - ?3 hundred ·{acres. 

F.l'ood Control:{'poal - elevation 812.. ·- 10, Boo ~acres 

Maximum pool. - elevation 82.J:.~5 
;..- .A·; 

i,10 0 acres. 

Recreation: 

..-/ The dam will empound83 hundred acres - 30 miles long, lake of 

high quality water in a section of the- country that is lacking• 

in large .recreational water areas. This lake with its 110 miles 

of shoreline will be the largest lake whooly within the commonwealth 
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of Pennsylvania . The project will be within easy driving 

distance of s ome 15 million people and will provide facilities 

for picnicking , camping, swimming, boating and other recreational 

uses. Initial attendance of 1 million 400 thousand vis i tors 

annually is pr9jected.- Benefits from t he recreational facilities 

p rovi:ded by the proj ect are estimated ta be better than 2 million 

dollars anm~,1:cy_ 
. .. ;;.· :.t:_~ - ~ -.·~--

• • J · '; • - ...... . ~ .... -~ 

provided the part-ical ~:t ~~~.45: ,~hundred acres?'~would be _ lC?_wered 

last· .f:al.l. t-o approximat,e.I._y;, ~1.~~µon:·: o.f:'_;7oq ..... ;, :~15. 'H~ all 
- - .; .. 

gates: were-i;e;.toire¢. so-- that- :the ~rul.1. -~..reereatianal.. po.0I>w111 be 
• '· -. -i..:· · ~-. ~ ... e-... -.. t. :- -~ -~-~ ~- -,,"".' ... ...., ;;,, :··.~-r _, - · 

obta:tiied by. this s1iml!"er ;;The reas'on;;:f'o~ :1.ower:tng- the.~;:pO,O:l last 
;i:;~ <• d _· .-;.. 

f all was so J~~~t;:?o~tractors· qou-~~, complet~ v.arious ph~es ,to 

clear up and .. etc .. 

• - ... ;.~"" .y ~ ':! 

·normal." t:im.e· to-,·fill, the~:.l'ake ... .;\. ;:- - . pool .l _evel. 

-· . :· 'ri'-"'"' ' . .,. . :;P.:..;j_-"' 

( a~ee;~,~~ ~-} ramps:,t wit.h.. ~~~,'~ ·"'Bmc~-~~'facillt~es, courtesy; 

doek. and l;iuriehing ramp locatio~~ at ·.s~y Beaver, locat,ed: 1 mile 
• '.... .... • . •• -- ~ . ~ .! -~ -· 

east of" Russellville, James Creek, near Marklasberg' and. Snyder's 

ral'L¥-\mear· Huntington .. 

--------------~----~~-------------' 
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(b) To boat to shore campground in addition, the ad.ministration 

building and a maintenanage complex at 7 points are now constructed. 

Also under construction is a large beach at the 7 points 

recreational area and a beach and boa t ramp at the Rothrock 

recreational area.These areas, however , will not be available unt il 

the s ummer of 1976 , when t he necessary roads , parking areas , 

picnic s ites, camp sites, comfort stat ions, etc. are scheduled 

to~ b.e compl.eted •. 

Water.: Quality 

Benefits :for:' downs.tr:eam. water quality, through. not· a proj ect 

p~pose wili be achieved. incident1.ally through a normal 

ope.rational '.releases- 9f' the-. reservoir- storage .. , .. 

Th~_oughout:.. the summer- a. minimum rel.ease of: .. 480 cub1c .feet per 

s~·d .. will. be maintained:c which ·~~i ~P~~j~~iY. 4 t imes the 

normal low flow 

FX$h1and Wildlife Enhancement 

-h~h and wildl·i~f~ s~r~ice has indicat~~"'1at cons~ruct1.on. 
- . 

' •• A 

of';~the project' would'·:r:esultf in an·: _i:.g~reas:~ ;~f some 70 thousand 
~ .. ', -"' ,. .;-- ' 

f isherma:r:r '- S"·days annual-ly ..... _By- pro-~ding. excess areas_,>-' boat 

l aunchi ng - sit-es , and c.ontroi o:t: und·esirabi~~rough f:lsh' in the ~ 

reser..vior:-. 

, 
~ ~ 
Benefit~ 'from exparided f.ish±ilg ..f'a.cilities. are est imated 

t o be slight1y more than 100 thousand dollars annua l l y . An area 

of approximately 2000 acres wi1-l 'be .. leased to the Pennsylvania 

Garne Commission f or use as a garne refuse and for the provacat ion 

of waterf owl and upland game. 
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Relocations --

Two new bridges and 3 miles of highway will be provided for 

highway 994, where it crosses the reservoir. All other road 

crossing the reservoir downstream of the old intricate bridge 

will be abanded since they provided service to farms and summer 

cottages which have been acquired. and removed from the project. 

The el1mina.t.ion6f. L .~31059 >-· ~hic-tt:~prqv;lded. access .to ithe Trough ,,._ 

Creek State "-Park from:;£t.he· Korth. £rom...St~RoUte 26:.. in the 
- .. ~ .. . . . .. ": ·~ . ..~ ·~~ ~~- :·?'~.·-~~- ·;::.·"'~- ... -,~ -

vi:c:tn.ity o:r ~~CU:~le~burg· has• required improvement.. to - ~ownship 

;;,_ - ,. ... ~--~· ~~.;., · .. 
Route T 384 some.. rel'acated..;s.tat-~::routes ~994 east to the· rarest 

,~.~. 

gas · line .- l mile and 13 ·cemeteries )'...:; 437 gF_~Lves • . . 

that· we ·mig,ht double 

chec.ln He was- vecy-"-.. rf±.ce: and is doing so. 



Raystown , Penn . Dam Dedication 

Raystwon Lake Project --

Gen. Info 

Auth - was authorized under the general provision of the 

tiood <39ntrol .Qct 1962 (P . L. 8i 4- 87th ~ngress) 

Lands auth to acquired -- a.mm and ieserior area 15 , acres 

pulic assces and recresat ag~2x area 13 , acres 

wild liXe area 2 , 00 0 total 30 , 000 acres 

total extimated cost 20 , 000 milion dollar 

acquired to date 95% Kmrm2jxmx or 28 thousand acrs 

-- purpose the proje will provide fllod control recresad 

water , and fish and wildlife enhantment 

location - Rayastown is location on Raystonw brank of the 

Juniata River , Sehnanhon River basis -- the dam site is 

located about 5 . 5 miles about the conflusiance of thr 

Raystown branch of the Juniata River and 92 miles above 

the confulusans of the'1uniata with the Susquehanna River 

the project is located in the S central part of the conwelf 

of Penn . Huntington ~aceec country Pa . 

57 
The Wte r shed is about ilxmiles long X 35 miles wide at 

the max sessions -- it is bounded by the Allenghey Park on 

the West - - and the dramnage devide of the Frankstown brank 

on the North 

The Aughwick Crek divide on the East and the Potomac River on 

the South 



Cott -- $64 800 000 , , 

Fllod Control -- much needed flood control for ~own street 

communitjes h ighways and railsways along the Juniat River 

and the mainsteam a0 of the Sheannaha -- arecurrent of the 

greatest flood of record that of March 1936 would cause 

damage along the Jun River downstream from the dam est 

at 36,29 million with additon damage of 44.6 million along 

the lower Sah River 

The Raws River would elimate better than 73% of these damage 

along the Jun and better and 11% along the lower Sah for 

a total of 32 million - - the partically complete Raystown 

Projet was effective in storing 160,acre feet of fllod water 

(ultimate fllod conrol stroage is 248, acre feet during the 

June 1972 strom Agnes which resulted in tk reducing deep 

flows in the Jun River in x~wxtENnLewistown and Newport 

Pa by 7.5 feet and 4.5 feeet respectivfully -- Had the 

proj now been availabmre for fllod stoaage stages at 

both of these stations NkEX would have exceed tNat the 

record 1936 fllod -- It is est that Rays Lake was effective 

in preventing Agnes' damages in the Jun basin downstream 

from teh dam of 48 ,million 100 thous dollars and 11 , 900 milion 

alongtt the lower Sheanahan. 



Dam top 826 elivation 

Max pool elivation 821.5 

f~ll flood control pu~l (top of gates) elivation i222l 812 

recre pool eliv 786 

upstream protol tunnel invert eli 614 

downstrem prtol tunne~ invert eli 605 

stream bed at center line of ~ dam eli 601 

length of max pool - 36 miles 

length of recre pool - 30 miles 

length fo flood control pool - 34 miles 

storgge 

recreation ppol - eli 786 (514,ooo acres feet) 

fllood control pool - eli 812 (762,000 

max pool - 8mxx 871,000 

*one acre foot equals one acres of ground covered with one 

foot of water 



Dam and appurtenances - the design plan Pei bill@ dextrHx 

*~~xx~Hxtim» provided the constructi~n gb an earth's 

enbanknv:s.nt dam~ ~~lway consis~/~g~ed and 

nnga t ed s ed-io~ c:iAnd ~;ni~Jtttt"s: The dam is 

17 hund feet long and 225 ft high a two Way spillway 

is located on the crest of the right abutment about 

700 ft from the end of the dam. Warm water outlets 

are located in center spear of the gated sp~lway to 

discard the required flo~ws the ungated sp:lflsway extends 

for 16 hund and 30 ft along the crest of the s~ur. A 

tunnel throug~ the right abutment averted the river 

during the const period -- ihis dtversion tu,nnel 

~·th· I p~nBirated the right abutment spur at a point about 

2m~~g~xD:ltmx 26 hund ft from the right abutment of the 

dam . DEIH~x Dalved passages through the dam tunnel 

plug will permit reserior -draw downs to pomm levels 

approaching the uunnel$ intake elevation 622 depending 

on rate of inflow. A tower providing access to the 

valved ppassage in the uunnel is lovated on top on 

the ungaeed pilway. -- ~emxm~mmmt:imllllnx This potionof 

the project of the dam 

now 100% complete . . Total 

be app 21 million dollars . The publis use facilities 

at the dam visitor contact station, parking area , and 

comfort station are sxmemwnamxmE:rnEemx open . 

I 



Resorvor KRn surface 

Rec pool - eli 786 83 hund acres 

flood control pool eli 812 10,800 acres 

max ¢pool - eli 821.5 - 11,700 acres 

~ 

I 

REcreation 

The darn will 83 bund acres 3S:titi:m~mx 30 miles long 

lake of high ~ual water in a session of the country that 

is lacking in large recreational water areas. This lake 

with its 110 miles of shor line will be the largest lake 

wholly within the conwealth of pennsylvanin 

the project will be within easy driving distance of tome 

15 million pepple and will protide facilities for 

picnicing camping swiming boation and other recreational 

uses .. Esntitatl ofx attendance of lmillion 400 thous visitors 

annually is projected cenefits ~rom the recreational ficilities 

provided by the project are esti to be better than 2 mill dollars 

annually. The current schefor smtx~ filling the lake provided 

the partical pool of 45 hund acres would be lowered last fall 

to appro eli 700 hmx This March all gates were closed 

so that the full recreational pool will be obtained by this 

surmner the reason for lowering the pool last fall was so that 

contractors could complete various faxx~.xmx facases to clear 

up and etc. 

The normal time to fill the lake to recreational pool level 

(eli 76) is 4 to 6 months. This summer the recre pool 

at eli 775 should be reach. This will provide a usable recr area. 



The U. S. Army wiii Corps of Eng will have full responsibility 

for supervis.-,ing , operationg and managing the park fac. 

-mhe ~~g folowing rec facility are now constructed an are 

scheduled to be availale to the public this summer 

(A) three boat ramps with parking, confrot facities, courty 

dock and longing ramp loaation at Shy Beaver, located 1 miles 

east of Russellville. 

~zs Jamescreek , near Marklasberg and Snyder 's run , near 

auntington. 
To 

(B) ~w¢ boat to shore campground in addition, the administraio 

building and a maintanage complet at 7 points are now constructed 

also under construction is a large beach at the 7 points recreational 

area and a peach and boat ramp at the rothrock recreational area 

these areas however will not be availabel un6il the summer of 

1976, when the necessary roads, parking areas, picnic sites, 

camp sites, comfort stations, etc are scheduled to be completed. 

Water Quality 

Benefits for downstream water quality , through n~tmx not a 

project purpose will be achieved ineenditally throught a normal 

operational releases of the reserivor storage. 

Throughtout the summmer a minimum release of 480 cubic reet per 

second will be maintained which is approximately 4 times the 

normal low folow. 



Fish and Wishlife Enhancement --

The fish and Wl eervice has indicated that constr of the project 

would resutl in a increase of some 70 thous fisherman's days 

annually. By providing excess areas, boat launching sites , 

and control of underdesirable fought fish in the resorvior. 

Benefits from expanded fishing facitlies are extimated to be 

slightly more thatn 100 thous dollars annually . An area of 

approx 2000 acreas will be leased to the Pa game commission for 

use aasxx as a game refuse and for the provication of waterfowl 

and up land gamx gain. 
(. 

RElocations --

Two new bridges and 3 miles of hyway will be provided for hyway 

994, where it crosses the resorvoir . All other road cros~ng 

the resorcovir downstream of the old ~idge will 

be abanded since they provided service to farms and summer 

cottages which have been acquired and removed fromthe project 

the elimation of l~x L.R. 31059, which provided access to the 

gxEs fkxx Trough Creek State Park from t~ Nowth from 

St. Route 26 in the vacinity of Marklesburg has required 

improvement to ~ENm township Route T 381 some relocated state 

routes 994 east to the pEXXX forest road serving the park . 

OTher recmoations are as follows: 

telephone 25 miles 

power 5 oil pipelines 12 miles 

1 natural gas line - 1 mile and 13 cemetery 

437 graves. 



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
DEDICATION CERENONIES FOR RAYS'IDWN DAM 

HUNTINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 1974, 10:00 A.M. 

FOR RELEASE AT 10:00 A.M., THURSDAY 

It is a gl'.'eat pleasure to join you for the dedication of this :impressive 

structure. It is particularly satisfying to me, because I had some small part in 

the legislative action on the Raystown Dam during the years when I was Minority 

leader of the House. There is nothing more satisfying than to see a project on 

which much legislative time and effort has been expended finally reach completion 

and begin to benefit people. 

I know this sense of accomplisrment is shared by the many who have invested 

so much time, effort and vision in the Raystown Dam Project. 

I think we should also recognize the sacrifices made by hundreds of persons 

who gave up their cottages, hanes and fanns so that the Project could become a 

reality. Monetary awards could never repay those who relinguished lands and 

homes of a lifetime. They gave much. 

Although this project had been talked about and studied for half a 

century, I think it could be fairly said that it really started aJmost fifteen 

years ago, when a bipartisan group of Representatives and Senators including 

Senator Scott, met with Army Engineers and Public Works Ccmnittee people in 

Washington. At that meeting, unity was achieved on the plan which now becomes a 

reality. 

In the years in between, here in the Ninth District of Pennsylvania, in 

Harrisburg and in Washington, many people have worked to make this day possible. 

It is this kind of bipartisan teamwork which has accomplished so very much in our 

country and can accomplish much more, given the vision, the dedication and the 

effort represented here. 

This Dam and Lake are a tremendous asset not alone to central 

Pennsylvania but to the entire nation. 

We have those in this country who cry, "Build no more aams.u There is no 

need, they say. 

How wrong they are! The Rayst01..;n Dam 1.s proof of the error in their 

thinking. It is a perfect ex.ample of what an investment of public funds can 

return in public benefits. 

(more) 
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Even though the Dam was only partially ccmpleted when Tropical Storm Agnes 

created havoc in Pennsylvania two years ago, it still prevented millions of dollars 

in flood damage downstream. Army engineers estimate the Dam stored sufficient watEr 

so that flood levels were reduced by several feet, preventing damage totaling 

6o million dollars. In other words, the dam paid for nearly its entire cost even 

before it began to serve Pennsylvania.. But important as flood control is - and 

certainly anyone who has seen the devastation of a flood knows how important that 

is - the Raystown Dam has equally great importance for the tremendous recreational 

benefits its lake will bring to the Fast. 

As the largest lake within the borders of the State of Pennsylvania, 

Raystown Lake is a magnificent attraction for recreation. 

I am already well equipped to use the Lake. The Executive Director of 

Pennsylvania's Fish Comnission very thoughtfully sent me a canplimentary fishing 

license. He said they aren't often issued, so I am truly gr>ateful - and even 

more so, after learning that alert and dedicated Pennsylvania agents arrested 

Ulysses S. Grant for fishing without a license when Grant was President of the 

United States. I'd hate to think of what they'd do to a Vice President who dared 

wet a line without proper licensing. So I am very thankful to the State Fish 

Corrrnission for providing the necessary protection. 

I'm really more of a sw:inmer than a fisherman, though. And when I look at 

this beautiful lake building behind the dam, I am looking more through the eyes of 

one who tries to swim every cay. And I like what I see. 

The fishing and sw:lmm.L"lg opportunities, plus the more than 100 miles of 

scenic shoreline ideal for boating, , make it certain that Raystown Lake will be 

a magnet for millions of people fran the nearby metropolitan areas. 

The lake comes into being at exactly the right time to meet critical needs. 

Those who are concerned about the environment and conservation of our 

wildlife will find great satisfaction in the high quality of the water impounded in 

Raystown Lake. .And they will applaud the thousands of acres being eannarked for 

wildlife and for the propagation of waterfowl and upland game. This is a precious 

gain here in the metropolitan Fast, where cities eat into our recreational reserves 

with an unslackened appetite. 

Those concerned about the high price of gasoline, and gasoline shortages, 

will welcome this new recreation area. 

It is estimated that sane 15 million persons in maJ or eastern cities will 

be withln economical driving distance of Lake Raystown. 

It means a real bonus, therefore, in providing a wide variety of recreation 

(more) 
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at a low cost in tenns of energy use. 

And my good friend, Congressman Bud Shuster, has been extremely helpful 

in getting action started in still another beneficial area. As a member of the 

House Public Works Ccmnittee, Bud was able to get the Conmittee to approve his bill 

for a study of the feasibility of using the dam to generate hydro-electric power -­

which, if possible, would mean still another major benefit fran this structure. We 

are working to get congressional approval for this :important study, for by adding 

power generation the Raystown Dam would not only help ease the power shortage and 

would do it without added envirornnental problems. 

What a list of :impressive benefits! No one here can est1ma.te how many 

millions of persons will be helped by those benefits in the years ahead. 

No one here can est1ma.te'for how many years the Raystown Dam will continue 

to benefit those millions. 

But as long as it stands, it will provide massive testimony to the 

tremendous human good that canes fran the marshalling of human resources. 

It shows what we can accanplish when we bring together vision, dedicated 

and patient effort, engineering skills, and carefully supervised public funding. 

That canbination has built this country to where it is today. That 

canbination can continue to forge a bright future for our nation. That canbination 

can bring us cleaner air and cleaner water. That canbinatinn can continue to build 

a better nation -- if only we as a people put it to work. 

One of the prophets of our age - H.G. Wells -- wrote, "The past is but 

the beginning, and all that is, and has been, is but the twilight of the dawn." 

That I firmly believe. So may the Raystown Dam we dedicate here today challenge us 

to dedicate ourselves to building a better nation and a better world for us all. 

Thank you. 

# # # 




