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PRECEDENCE LIST 

FOR USE OF THE WHITE HOUSE AND DEPARTMENT OF-STATE ONLY 

1. The President .:.. r ... .:d 

2. The Vice President - -".:f?.~cl(,,.fdi(.;­
(Governor of a State in his own State) 

3. The Speaker - c:. 1 b ..... +-
The Chief Justice - °El.M'~ ~ ,. 

Ex-Presidents of the United States - N ,·~ m 

4. · The Secretary of State - \,(, ·ss, ~ ~,.. 

5. · Secretary General of th~ United Nations - ~Vc.td.k .. :..,... 

6. 

7 . 

. Pres., UN General Assembly (when assembly in session, outranks Secy. Gen.) 
. President of the UN Security Council 
President of the International Court of Justice (according to UN precedence) 
Ambassadors Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of Foreign Powers accredited 

· to the U.S. {in order of presentation of their Letter of Credence) 

Envoys Extraordinary & Ministers Plenipotentiary of Foreign Powers -"":" 
.. accredited to the U.S. {in order of presentation of Letter of Credence) 

8. Associate Justices of the Supreme Court (according to dote of their commission. 

9. 

10. 

Retired Associate justices rank with but ofter active Associate justices.) 

The Secretary of the Treasury - s '.-.-. ""' 
The Secretary of Defense -~ .... .,.. s.l;' d__ 
The Attorney General 1--.11 i 
The Secretary of the Interior_-!<'./ e if'c./ 
The Secretary of Agriculture - ~,,_I z-

The Secretary of Commerce.- 12-• ~ h°r:JrelSon 
The Secretary of Labor- Use-,,..,_, 
The Secretary of H .E.W. - YY1 cd~ e i.v~ 
The Secretary of H.U.D. -Hills . 
The Secretary of Transportation - C olc"'a ,,,. 

°f P''~~~·.d?f fi~e ~f .. ~_ap~s;~ent · & Budget ·- · ~'1 ;.,, · , : 
~~unselfors to the President ./Ja,.T--wt ... ~.,.. ~""' _.,. . 

U.S. Rep. to the United Nations - ~ ~ t Q ,..fo~ 

CbwM., 8omd of 6un1 iibiS of tile Fcdc1ttl R:csc1 ue SpteM (1"Mli8 wi:S~ 
· 81!1 t "'"t" membc1 of tis e 5-aai·,.,,t] · 

'E o.t:,,<._n-..., 

?owe 
"R ~ I. I\ 
- ;('"V<' ~ 

Senators (according to the length of continuous.service) _ tos-f lo.""J 
(President pro-tempore of the Senate ranks with, but before, his colleagues) 

Govern.ors of States {when not in their own state, according to the date of .. 
admission to the Union) (see No. 2) · 
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10. Acting Heads of Executive Departments 
(cont) Ex-VicePresidents - fl ... ...,i,.,.. \ r,~Mw 

11. 

12. 

13. 

. . 
Members of the House of Representatives (according to length of continuous service) 
Delegates rank with, but after, Representatives 
Gov. of Puerto Rico - • . . .J-H.,,d,u ;:}.! ... ~, _ _._ - '>l-0 w ~ ,, ~-' ... ' .,.,,._ 

\ 
Cha~e d'Affaires en titre of Foreign Powers 
Charge d'Affaires ad interim of Foreign Powers · · 1 

I .i ter t?ic.kes~n \Tio.n.h<t 1 .".C:'Ji'"M '· Ex-Secretaries of Stat~ and their widows -~o~c....-c ,¥ ... K nrr . , · ' . . 

The Deputy Secretary of State - '.Roloinson 
The Deputy Secretary of the Treasury-.:p;~on 
The Deputy Secretary of Defense -. c.1~ ..... hts 
The Deputy Attorney General 1'1/er 
The. Under Secretary of the Interior - f,.., ,_·;et/ 
The Under Secretary of Agriculture - K,.,. .. lo~ 
The Under Secretary of Commerce - ~"'Ke""" 
The Under Secretary of Labor - · 
The Under Secretary of H.E.W. t t.tnch 
The Under Secretary of H.U.D. · f<_h,,,~t~J~~ 
The~rld'f°r'Secretary of Transportation -"Eo.r~ ... ~ 
Ad?1~ ., Federal Energy Administration - ;t ~,..: b . ~ · ·. · _ · 
Solicitor General -"E 0 ,.K->. a~~- z-~9~ ~~ .;,{)...w-: .a~~· - ~::. · "--~ 
Admr:, Agency for International Development - t="arK.•r -+ 1i .... c.l...,,,., ~·~z.;:.;:.~,,~rs >) 
Dir., U.S. Arms Control & Disarmament Agency . :i Ill · 
The Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Ha.b·, b t:: c .. af(~ 
lhe Ambassadors at Large - c;: .... " t<' ,,.... - 3ot..-s .. ..,. _ l'l,t do_i< ' -k ~.rs"" 
The Under Secretary of the Treasury for Monetary Affairs - 'feo 
The Secretary of the Army_ · , -<' .t vJ 
The Secretary of the Navy _ ~.ciArv-rt.:,,.+-· . 
The Secretary of the Air Force - Rc.a.L 

Chmn., Council of Economic"Advisers - G,rce,...sl-<l"" . . · 

Chmn., Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System ('u g •"~ _ -a,,r.., ... · 
Chmn,, Council on Environmental Quality- -Pd~..-s:.,..., ' 

· Chmn:, Export-Import Bank- 1> ... ~.-1.A>\ 

14. . Chmn., Joint Chiefs of Staff - p roW"" . 

Chief of Staff of the Army -- ) We.~ ·n .. L · . · 
Chief of Naval Operations }- l-lu~fi"'(,'fdeiof seniority in present position) 
Chief of ~taff of the Air Force ) - :fuh es 

• Commandant of the Marine Corps - [,/,/ ~o;., 
Five-star Generals and Admirals (in order of seniorlty) -e r- "J l #'. 't (q--:i o- sc) 
The Secretary General of the OAS - ?r~:lcu · 

(Pan American Union) (ranks a~ter the Representatives when the OAS 
sits as a body} · ~o•o, 

Representatives to the OAS " . "~ 
Persons with Ambassador!al rank (Foreign non-accredited} ~ : 

~ ~ 
~. ./ 
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14. 
{cont) 

15. 

16. 

17. 

. - - 3 -
~ S' 

Apostolic Delegate (Catholic) ' ~~ ,.-prP 
Heads of International Organii~tions such as NATO, CENTO, SEATO, etc., 

and other international intergovernmental organizations, i.e., 
Managing dir., International Monetary Fund; Pres., International 
Bank f'or Reconstruction ~d Development, et~. - yr-c.~u. .. , ~t'....., 

'-h1.. a..v_.1 - "':; .,\,. • :=i. '-' • 

Dir., of Central Intelligence -.e, (•..... · 1' 
Admr ., General Services Administration - £-.:.K-cT'- .i...:. 
Dir., U:S. Information Agency - ~ et:>4 h 

Admr., National Aeronautics & Space Administration - F I -f ~ M if" 

Admr., Federal Aviation Agency (now under Department of Transportation) 
Chmn., Civil Service Commission - H.J l'I\ i'" r,., . . 
Q' A 

0 I! " • • • ~ ~ .... ..:µ;; FJ.J _;s ;saefF11eP1eP~BMM1&&1eR zt1 rtu. ,o<,n 1a~~-<!!~. a...,.&. 'l - ..., • · 
Dir., Defense Research & Engineering - Cu. r- ".". v 
Dir., ACTION - ~c.. \-:-Oo¥.c . 
Oir ,.Off.in Qf ~&eRefl'tie Of'r.tertuAity - - - - "'o ....... 

Dir., Office of Telecommunltati911s-Policy- s-id-
Admr., Environmental,,Protection .Ag~ncy -Trt;,"' · . 
tt-d-r,,..,·,.,,, .,:;t.~· /- ...u-/"'-~~-~ . "-'- [ ~_,,._ , t~· < .....,,,_~ 

_.; S..c..v-u .\. c.e.!!1 

c:-..,-:.,..,.""' ·~ .. 

. ' 
American Ambassadors on State and Official Visits (see 20 also) (rank with the 

Chief of Protocol except that, outside of Washington, they shall be 
preceded by the Chief of Protocol} . 

The Chief of Protocol (see 20 also) (when at the White House, accompanying the 
P:·esident, and on State and Official Visits} - CoHti · 

Ambassadors of Career Rank on duty in the United States ·. :t/ . . 
Special Representative for Trade Negotiations (rank of Ambassadorr~-- 't 
U.S. Rep. to the Plenipotentiary Conf. on Definitive Arrangements for lnt'l •.. Telecommunica­

. tions Satellite Consortium (rank of Ambassador). w" !: h b",.,.. ··:-· - -·-
White House Assistants to the President, etc. (see White. House Chart) - 7 

18. The Chief judge & Circuit judges of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia, according to length of service 

19 . . 

20. 

Governor of Guam · 
Governor of the Virgin Islands 

. . . . 
Chief Judges of the U.S. Court of Appeals, according to length of service 

~1rb~Su~ uhcl~riif:~!; of the E~ecuti~e De~artments 
The Under Secretary of State for Coordinating Security Assistance Programs - ~Yl.1.w ~.-e.. / ... 

Dep. Admr., Agency for International Development -VH .. '"l°J.-'1 
Dep. Dir., U.S. Arms Control & Disarmament Agency -
Commandant of the Coast Guard - s ; \ c r 
U.S. Charges 
All Assistant Secretaries of the Executive Departments (including the Lego/ Adviser 

and the Counselor of the Department of State) · 
Under.Secretaries of the United Nations - YY1 ur ~u 
Deputy U.S. _Representative to the OAS 
Dep. Dir., Central Intelligence Agency - \vo.\+ er$ 

The Chief of Protocol (see 16 also)- ce.-tf • 
Dep. Dir., Office of Economic Or·portunity· 
Dcp. Bis., Office of l!ii1Etge11cy P1epa1ed11c39 
Dep. Dir., ACTION - Go.,- lei 
Dep. Dir., OMB 
Asst. Dir •• OMB 

.· -·- -.-.----· 
..: 
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Dep. Assistants to the President & other WH staff - see WH Chart 
Asst. Admrs., Agency for International Development 
Asst. Dirs., Office of Emergency Preparedness 
Comptroller General of the U.S. - s--l a iT5 
Members of Environmental Quality Council 
Court of Military App~als 
Members of the Council of Economic Advisers (rank alphabetically) 

22. American Ambassadors & Ministers, either Designate or in the United States 
under normal orders or on leave. (Chiefs of Diplomatic Missions) 

23. MayorCommission~rofthe District.of Columbia -tu a~h.·"~t0"- (~) 
High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of Pacific Islands 

24. Under Secretaries of the Army I Nayy & Air For.ce --s-t-.:4.lAJ.+, To tt-e.r\ ""fl 1.< ""mer 

Ministers of Career rank of the U.S. · 
Acting Assistant Secr~taries of Executive Departments 

25. Four-star Generals and Admirals (in order of seniority) 
(Air Chief Marshals) · · 

26. 

27. 

Governor of the Territory ~f American Samoa 

Assistant Secretaries of the Army, Navy & Air Force 
Dir., Selective Service'System - -P" l°\t-o ... u 

. I . J ' 

. ~ .. :. 
Lieutenant Generals and Vice Admirals (Air Marshals) (in order of seniority) 

. (retired officers rank with, but ofter, active) 

28. Chairman of the American ~ed Cross 

29. Bishops of Washington 

30. Ex-American Ambassadors and Ministers 
(Chiefs of Diplomatic Mission~) . · ·. 

31. SP,:ecial Assistants to,the President & other WH Staff-See WH Chart 
'6fte~Cf's of [eitairnna;pendent establishments, according to date of establishment i/ 

Treasurer of the United States - Ne f~ . ' 
Dir., U.S. Mint. - ~rciotit$ · . · · ~ toorj;'i-. 

i Chairmen, Burelus, Boards and Commissions, Librarian of Congress, etc. 
Vice Chmn. ~Members of the Bd. of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
Deputy Special Representatives for Trade Negotiations 
Secretary of the Sm_ithso.nian Institution -~~ ~l.t ~ 

32. Non-accredited Ministers of Foreign Powers assigned to foreign 
Diplorratic Missions in Washington l-lor-i.. 1fL .\'ORo 

9cpt1t7 Mayor, Distriet of Colt1mbia (14sst. to t/Je &Jmmi~onerr · ~ 1.,, 
~ cP 

Chmn., D. C. Council- rJeli11.1<> ;: :/· 
" ... ··_J 

"r"; . .. 

. ' • 

.. 

·' 
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Deputy Assistant Secretaries of State 
Deputy Chiefs of Protocol 
Chiefs of Bureaus of Executive Departments 
Directors of Offices of Executive Departments 
Exec. Seey ., NatieRal SeettrW,-eotrrrat 
~ ~ . .· ·.. . -· . . .. . . 

34. Counselors qf Embassies or Legations of Foreign Powers 
Counsul General of Foreign Powers 

35. Major Generals & Rear Admirals - upper half (Air Vice Marshals}· 
(retired officers rank with, but after, active officers - In order of seniority) 

Dir., National Security Agency 
Surgeon General, U.S. Public Healtt'J Service 

36. The Chief Judge and Associate Judges of the U.S. Court of Claims 

37. The Chief Judge and Associate Judges of the U.S. Court of Customs & Patent Appeals 

----~=~·--·· ~~~- ~- . ·_. ···-·-=····· -· -~~~ J 
38. The Chief Judge and Judges of the Tax Court of the U.S. 

39; The Chief Judge and Judges of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 

40. Brigadier Generals and Rear Admirals - Lower Half and Commodores 
. (Air Commodores) 

41. Senior Secretaries of Embassies or Legations of. Foreign Powers when there is 
no Counselor 

Assistant Chiefs of Protocol 
Secretary of the Senate - \'A le o 

42. · Members of Bureaus, Boards, Commissi_ons, etc. 

43. Subordinate Government Officials 

·. 

. . 
NvTE: Husbands and wives have equal rank regardless of which holds the 

official position. 



Department of State 

( Kiss inger,_ Dr. Henry A. 

( . 

Secretary of State 
Robinson , Charles W. 

Deputy Secretary of State 
Habib, Philip ·c. 

Under Secretary for Political Affairs 
R oge r s, William D. 

Under Secretary for Economic Affairs 

Under Secretary for Security Assistance 
Eagleburger, Lawrence S. 

Deputy Under Secretary for Management 
Johnson, Amb. U. Alexis 

Ambassador at Large 
Bunker, Amb._ Ellsworth 

Ambassador at Large 
Learson, Amb. T. Vincent 

Ambassador at Large 
Martin, Graham A. 

Ambassador at Large 
Sonnenfeldt, Helmut 1- ?· ? ~ 

Counselor 
Leigh, Monroe 

Legal Adviser 
Schaufele, William E., Jr. 

Asst Secy for African Affairs 
Hummel, Arthur W., Jr. 

As st Secy for East · Asian & Pacific Affairs 
Hartman , Arthur .A. 1- Ff- 7f 

Asst Secy for European Affairs 
Shlaudeman, Harry W. 

Asst Secy for Inter-American Affairs 
Atherton, Alfred L. 

Asst Secy for Near Eastern & South Asian Affairs 
Thomas, John 

As st Secy for Administration 
Katz, Julius L. 

Asst Secy for Economic & Business Affairs 
Richardson, John, Jr. 

Asst Secy for Educational & Cultural Affairs 
Lewis, Sarnue 1 W. 

Asst Secy for Inte_rnatio·nal Organization Affairs 
Irving, Frederick 

Asst Secy for Oceans & International Environmental & Scientific Affairs 
Reinhardt, John E. 

Asst Secy for Public Affairs 

.. 

I 
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State - continued 

Shaw, John A. 
Inspector General of Foreign Assistance 

Black, Amb. Shirley Temple 
Chief of Protocol 

Walentynowicz" 
Admr., Bureau of Security & Consular Affairs 

Lord, Winston 
Dir., Policy Planning Staff 

Sayre, Robert M. 
Inspector General,' Foreign Service 

Saunders, Harold H. 
Director of Intelligence and Research 

Vest, George S. 
Dir., Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs 

. . 


