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it. HMMr. Houston, I have bezn told, belisves that ths Dirzcior

lef4 by than.
L
May I resconstruct bscause much of my understanding is bas:zi
on my analysis of wha%t happ:ned and not on clear facts.
The FBI approachad Colonzl Edwards whan thzir invastigatics
end inciden® in Las Vagas eventually producad his nams, and
his conversations, I think, wsre with the Gsneral Counsel at
that tims. I cannot reconstruct bsyond that so I rzally can't

give you an answer to the spscific question. But the initiativz]

came from thz FPBI. Colonzl REdwards and Mr. Houston discussz?

must have Kknown.

Hr. Schwarz. ‘hich Dirsctor ars we talking about?

Mr. Breckinridgs=. Whoaver tha Director was at that tims?

Mr. c.ol'by. By that tima.

Mr. Schwérz. Of what agsncy?

Mr, Colby. CIA. Tha* would have bszszn McCons.

Mr. Breckinridgz. Hs overatad on the assumnpition that lr.
MchBe knew.

Mr. Schwarz. KXnew what?

Mr. Breckinridgs. ZXnew that thay were‘goinq to brigf the
Attorney General.

Mr. Schwarz. Abhout?

Hr. Brackinridga. The record on this is very unsatisfacter:

K

and I caa't clarify i* for you bacausz wa havas basn trying %o

Ind}

find vout when Mr. McCone first -lzarn=d of i+ aft=zr théa
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as it was.

When peopls discussed this with ona another; what thay
co;veyed t0.0ne angther accurately as to what it was they Were
discussing, the rezcord is simply'not-claar and I Gon't think
that we can rsconstruct tha* satisfactorily *oday.

Mr. Schwarz. Is Mr. Edwards étill aliva?

.

Mr. Breckinridge. Yes,-he is.

Mr. Schwarz. Mr. Houston is still alive and is in Washirg-
ton, D.C.?

Mr.'Breckinridge. Yes, si:.

Mr. Schwarz. Mr; ﬁcCona is still alive and is in --

Mr.»eolby. ‘Ca1ifornia.

‘Mr. Schwarz. Was Mr._Hglms tﬂe successcr to Mr. Bissel?

Mr. Colby. Yes, sir. |

Mr. Schwarz. Well, let's lszave a place in the record
whsre wa will inssrt it was either Mr; fcCone or Mr., Bissel
who:had the job of Degputy Director for Plans in May, 1962,

Mr.'Colby. it certainly'wasn‘t Mr., MMcCons.

Mr. Schwarz. Mr. Ha2lms or Mr. Biss=zl?

Mr. Colby. Yes.

RNy (AriAarm pave
e BT TGV ta s |
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now suggssts a cover-up, anothasr cover-up. It suggests +h

-~

Chairman Church. You s=z2z, the state of the record
thosz who wére salgcted.by the higher authority in CIA to
brizf th: Attornz=y Gzneral had knowledge limited to an attenn-
on the life of Castro that had been concludzd.

It furthsr suggests that they had no knowladge of contiruing
efforts then underway, even though prasumably thz=ir sun=riors
did hava such knowledga. This lsaves the Attorney Gensral in
a position of beiig told about tha pasit progran and not bsaing

told abcut.the present program, and we know that he later said

- 1

+o c=srtain assistants of his +ha+ he had put a stop o

6}

assassination attempts on Fidal Castro and he may haves bean

left with the impression, as a rssult of this mesting, that

pte
[o7]
o
iy
M
ju]

there weres no furthszr attsmpts. He may have sa
further attempts. We don't know. But cl=zarly he was rot tolcd
that thers were further attempts than undsarway.

Senator Morgan. Werse we told yasterday or ths day bsior

[¢H

yasterday that hz knew of the Cuban majors' opsration?
L4
- .
Mr. Schwarz. We were not told that.

Mr. Brzckinridgs. I cannox clarify the quastion completely

but I can introduce a littls bi*~ more.

Li,»@"“:
"Whzn the discussion occurrzd Mr. Houston did go an@&f&f@ﬁg\
1o <

gyt

L) y

. . (e
with General Cart=sr, who was than the Deputy Dirsctor -+

",

-'
B4
N

Mr. Schwarz. UYhich discussion ars wa talkira zbout now?-

Mr., Breckinrilge. Tha discussion abou% going to the Attorn:v
N o .
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vJohﬂ‘Rosclli, who was the Chicago member of the Mafia who

General.

To{ggiback, Low the questioﬁ arose, and it goces far afieid,
arranged the introd;;tion df Gianéénétn‘the Cuban syndicate
head, thrcugh.whom thay initially tried to run this operation}——
Giancana had a personal love affair with a well know entertainzr)
who was then in Las Vegas, and she wassnspected‘by him of then
having an affair with another well known entertainer.

Giancana went to Robert Maheu, through whom these intrcduc-
tions were ﬁirst made --

Mr, Schwar%. Introduced to the Mafia personnel?

Ur. Breckinridge. Yes.

Mr. Colby. -Between CIA and the Mafia.

Mr. Breckinridge. And ésked Maheu toarrange to have the
room of the male entertainer in Las Vegas bugged. They hired
a private cdetective who then did this. The rpcmmate sturbled
on the equipment, ‘the privatg dete;£ive was arrested, and ths
FBI investigative trail lsd from thegriyate detective to Maheu
to Gigncaga and eventually to CIA. Giancana had insisted that
Mahzau help him because he had helped Mahzu with the introduction
to the head of the Cubarn syndicate, and Maheu had then agrced
to get a private defective to do it.

So this arose in the ccntaxt of a domesticvieclation of

wiretapping laws and the FBI was investigating it on that hasic.

Bzcause the trail led to filancena and eselli, whe WRS A
- o f H d;,;"..\

\ " . * ;" o 1’:‘:\
[ %)

o
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third member of the syndicate involved in this, both;ff vhom
were highjon the FBI list, as they progressed towards developing
a prosecution, they came to Colonel Edwards, the FBI did, and
said what is your p;sition on this. The position of the Agency
as stated by Colonel Edwards was we did not want them prosecuted
because it would expose what he understood to be this operation,
and I guess»the time sequence gets a little fuz;y in my mind.

Mr. Schwarz. Did he tell the Director of the FBI the
nature of the operation, or simply he told him it would concern
some sensitive matter?

Mr. Breckinridge. He told him it was an intelligence
operation %n'country, and t@e Mafia was being used for that
purpose. So in the discussions as it progressed, it dealt with
the wiretap prosecution. Coionel Edwards in discussing it
with us in 1967, aécording to our notes, said that they briefed
the Attorney General ali the way, but at that time Colonel
Edwards, I think by the time they did it, Colonel Edwards thought
it was over. So the Attorney General and the FBI wexre not tolad
the cdmﬁléte story. |

Mr. Schwarz. They weren't told the most important part
of the story, and that was that it was continuing.

Mr. Breckinridge. They didn't know that, that is correct.

Chairman Church. $So you have here itwo violations of law.

Apart from what was told to the Attornéy General, you have two

violations of law. Onc, the wiretap, it was an illegal oggggtion<

o
et Q!?A
5: "",.: ) {
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We may have three. Sccond, it is certainly an activ.ty that
. \~Z

the basic law prohibited CIA from engaging in, domestic activity.

Mr. Colby. CIA was not involved in the wiretap.

%
~

Chairman Church. As I understand it, the CIA was involved
because it engaged a private --

Mr. Breckinridge. i am sorry.

Chairman Church. Maybe I misunderstood.

Mr. Breckinridge. We didn't learn ébout this until after
the FBI found out about the Mafia involvement in that wiretap.
This was done by a private detective hired by a private businessn
at the requgst of Gi&ncana. N

Mr. Schwarz.; CIA agents had committed the crime, in this
case,. but not on behalf of the CIA.

Mr. Breckinridge. No,xno.

Mr. Schwarz. Isn't that accurate?

Mr. Breckinridge. . No.

" Mr., Colby. I wouldn't call Giancana an agent, getting
back to our definitional problems.

'ﬁr.‘échwarz. CIA associates.

Mr. Colby. CIA instrument. We had a contact with Giancana,
obviously, and with Maheu. They decided on their own to do

this wiretapping, or bugging, or whatever it was, without our

prior knowledge. They got caught. Then they said if this is

fully investigated and brought out, it will bring out the CIA

an
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to go and brief the Attorney General to the degree briefed.

Chairman Church. After which the Justice Dcpartmcnt dro

~

the case?

.
-

Mr. Colby. It was dropped.

Pred
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and it was for anoth=r r=zasoan Giancana askasd him *o do it.

Sanator llart of Colorado. Was the CIA not concarn=d +hat

Giancana may havz told somathina about this Cuban opzration *o

the female entartainsr who &lso may have told ths male

eatartainar?

Mr. Breckinridge. No. If I understand what happened,
ard I am now dsscribing what Mr. Mgheu.said, and I gat t%ifff’//
from having rcad some filss at the Despartmsnt of Justice — |
recsntly -- when Mr. Mahesu tried to exvlain %*o ths FBI his'

position and tried to provids a rationalz for doing %his, hs

hav

O

m

said I thought there was a leak in Chicago and I wanted t

the room of this entsrtainsr buggsd so I could find ou%t if

Giancana had leaked. . A
Ths FBI gavé this *he kind of credit I think it was entitlas

to. They dida't pay much attsntion to it. This was something
he trisd to dzvzlop to justify his involvement.

hare is no indication tha* thers wera any leaks fronm
Chicggo that ws know of, somzthing tha* he would know of, and
thzre was no instruction on our part for him +to do such a thinq[

.

Serator Hart of Colorado. As far as you can t=211 from the
racord, ths CIA was not concarna=d that Giancaﬂa and his f=anale
friénd, or her male friend, may have blown the Cuban operation?

2

Mr. Brsazckinridgs. No.

M ”
.

Sznator Hart of Colorado. It was puralv who was slaepin

with whom?

"
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Mr. Brackinridgs. I %hink

I would liks to add one further

&7 b Naf W A3 W

that 1is still +he

thing. That prior to aoing

over to brief the Attornev Genzral, thz genzral counsz=1 did

go spzax to G:zaneral Carter.

understood --

Mr. Colby. Gea=ral Carter

Agzncy at that tinmas.

Mr. Breckinridge.

in due tima might brizf Dir

[
=
(L

did brisf the Dirsctor, who was

writtsn in 1967 say thsreg is no

was briafed on the full datails
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Ganaral aboutx

indica*ion tha* he was told ths

Mr. Schwarz.

this associatiorn

Then in Auqust of

sald that he

was Dszputy Director of the

~~ ha undsrstood the situation and

actor. We don't know +*hat ha

than Mr. McCons. Our notes

indication that Gzneral Carier
plot.
Attorrnsv

no

]

full

+han zither.

1963, the documznt

you orovidad for us last *time, !Mr. Ilzlms did know about ths

ongoing Qpzration; is that corrzct?
-

Mr. Breckinridge.
operaticn was going.

Mr. Schwarz.

which had bzzn prepar=d concsrning ths

Genzral Xenn=dy, which indicated that the ovzration

concadling affirmatively from tha Dirzctor of Central Intz1Yiqay

I think

Ha sent to Diractor

2 infzranc: from that napsr record is +that Mr. Yzlms

by thsn he knew that thely

i
R

—
McCene +ha2 menorandunm

necting with Attornsy

was ccmolatg

w25

d.

e
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in the same way as somzbody had conczalad from thae Attoracy
.

Gersral the fact *hat the plot was ongoing.
-~

[

Is that a fair.characterization?

Mr. Colby. I don't know.

Mr. Breé&inridge. Could I s22 thes memo?

Chairman Church. The mamo usszs vzrbs in thz past te

Mr, Schwarz. The cover mezmo from Hzlms Yo McCons trauns-
mittirng a cony of the mamorandum c0ncerninq the May; 1962

nesting with Attornsy ansral Kennedy.
Mr. Breckinridgs. May I say first I don'%t know. I
just call your attegtion to ths third-paragraph.
. Mr. Schwarzf‘.of the ﬁémorandum from Diractor Ha1lms?
Mr. Breckinridge. Yes. Hsz was then D.D.
?

Nr. Colby. The basic memorandum, of course, msrely

referred to a sensitive CIA overation and than in Mr. Halms

i

(

in the paragraph says I assums you are awars of the nature
of the opzration discussed in th= attachmsznt.

Again, this was an attampt not to refer on pavear +o what
-

it was.
Mr. Schwarz. DBut the attachment refers to it in the
past tense. . o
P
T Ta
Mr. Colby. I agrese. &
Senator lMorgan. Who is this memorandum from? . N
Mr. Colbv. ‘Pha mumovarlv w2 are discussing now »f T }
v -l

(ot

Jugust 19563 was to th: Dirzctcersfronm Mr. !Helms, 14 attach:u
N ) .

2

AT 1) (9T g P
ﬂ VE 1. e lalasanks o
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a copy of the briefing of thz Attorae

. » 3
Senator Morgan HMr. 3Brackinridgs,

-~

Genz=ral in

that you wzre reading from a fsw momzunts aqo, who

that?

Mr, Breckinridge.

and me in 1967.

When you say there 1

hs knew, that is just an assump

s no i

({0

don't have any positive evidance?
Mr. Breckinridge. Tha* is corr=ct.

Serator Morgan. The truth is you sor

all knew wha* was-.going on.
not nscassaril

Mr, Brackinridge. No,

When wa conducted our invest igation \&

on't you think

- £
< OX

that

y.

ey, 1962.

pranarad

IS

This weas prepared by ancthzr inspzctor

1dication thet

tion on your pari, that you

suspect thay

is true?

a interviewad the

people directly involved in tha opsr ration, thoss that wers
availeblz:, ard tried to raconstruct what hapozansed with +£hen.
" We intervisewsd different psople. I did not intarview
Mr., Bisszl. I did interview lMr. Harvey.
L 4

o -

We submitted this rsport to then-Director llslms, onz copy
only. We did not intervisw him.

(84 .
Where his namsz appearsd in the course
a

¢

put it in our report so tha% hes would see

to peopls who approached it as ;e did

The oxteat of tha Xndd.irz 0f thase
w &
. 2 . L
Ad*% =48y to reconstruct acr falr. to assuma,

of

how

+tha record

our inquiry we

\ﬂ

anp:

tha transcript or revars

arej!
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I can't answer your cu«stion.

~ S=nator Moroan, _In othzr words, if you didn': havs
avidzace that th:ytdid Xnow, you just assumsd that -- you
didn't assume that.they didn't know, you just said thera is
no evidence?‘

Mr. Breckinridgs. That is correct.

Senator Schwszicker. Lzt mes ask tha quastion anothar vay.

' The documz=ntation you collsz=cted and what you do have
positively, who was the highest ranking official, according
to your raéords, who knew?

.Chairmén Church. According to the positive documents
that yoﬁ.havg'of‘knowledgg:

.Mr. Breckinridge. First, le:t m= say wa did not have
documsntation. It was basad mostly on interviews, this
psriod involving thes Mafia.

The highest parson that wa understood that knew during
the.first phass with Mr. Bissel. That we clearly did know—————1
about it.s There was discussion at onz point in which Mr.
ﬁissel, Colonzl Edwards, ths two of tham, mst with Mr. Dulias
and had a conversation.in.which I can best say there was

doublsatalk as to what they waras discussing.

It is opsn to qussticr how clzarly this was stated to i

.

Mr. Dulles end whazther or not Mr. Dulles understond.

¢

‘e B (““:,v"

At tha “ime hat we ver: makine the inquiry it was ou '

o s ; vy . ateeyered
ovinion that lir, NDull:s proba™ly knzw, but I can't put it h=voad
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that.

f Senator Schweicker. Ha left the Aqgency in 1961, as I

ff recall.

~

thzn was your investigation?
Mr. Breckinridge. Our invastigation was in 1967.

And our discussion with Colonzl Edwards, who describa=d

while they had met with Mr. Dullss, that the convsrsation wa

not in przcis= terms. As Colon=21 Zdwards said to us, we

didn't use any bad words, which mzant thsay didn't use ths

word "assassination," but thay discussed an operation against
Castro in-such terms that he f2lt that thszy had convayed the

messags to Mr. Dulles. Bu: there is room for doubt.

Senator Schweicker. Once Mr. Dulles l=sft the Agency, who

then bascamz ths highast rankino psrson to know, according

to your investigation?
Mr. Breckinridge. If Mr. Dulles did in fact understand,

he would bs th= highest person at this point.
v
-

Senator Schweicker. At this point. Bu% he left the
Agency in 1961. Five yesars of assassination attzmpts went onsy

. P

after that. ' o o

You conductad an invastigation in 1967. What did that .

period show as to who was the highast ranking person who knaw?

Mr. 3rsckinridage. Mr., McConz did rno: know until much lat.

until after it was all over.

LY - .

TNy € »-\
&y LA YO

this meeting when it occurra=d in 1960, left us with thz impressi

&
L2

P
5

Y
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~
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J

el




P

Hul? S Lie C 62

..

M%.‘Colby. He knsw in 1963.

Mr. Breckinridge. About a éast avent.

Mr. Colby. Tﬁére was still activities going on.

Hr. Breckinridge. That is right.

Cﬁairman'Church. Can Qa get the answar first?

Mr. Bfeckinridge. Excuse ma. I can't give vocu & more

pPrecise answ=ar becausa scomstimss th=: rz=cord that w

(i
©
(t
H
w
N
lop
H
m

to rszcoastruct is not przciss and in some instancsas not at all
clzar. Wz ware left with some uncertaintv.
Senator Schweickasr. ouldn't thet bz ths kay issus of

your whols invsstigaticn, and you mzan to say you can'® %zll

me? Jp—
w. FRE
Mr. Brackinridgs. “lo, sir. T art
. e.:w'; . ““/"
Scnator Schwzicksr. I eam flabbzargastzd. N T

T e

Hr. Breckinridgs. Lzt me dsascribsz thz investigation.

{2

e were doing *the invastigation for Mr. Iz=lms as thsa Dirz=ctor.
Mr, Hzlms' involvamant was somzthing known to him and wa
) -

- . . N < . . .
subnittzd our dsscription of wha+ hapoznzd to him. W2 did aot
int=srvizw him in ths cours: of our invastigaticn. 7z did not
intorview Mr. McConz. Va did iatervisw thae ciher partizs who
wara availabls to us. Bubt whsn wWa gavs it Lo Mr., Iz2lns the
assunpticn was tha*t hz cculd complz*a the gaos.

In this szase, ordinarily, wvhan wa conlduct an invastigatior

w
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we could Qhat happ=ned. And the répo;t Wwent one copy only to
Mr. li=lms who h=1d it. W= had only one discussion. Ths
Inspector Gz=n=ral éﬁen may have had others. We had cnly one
discussion with him, which was whzn we gave him tha firs+

= diffarant

b

vortion of the report, bscauss we invastigated thr

assassination plans, as wz dascribed tham then, anrnd our discussion

with him had to do with ths approach wz had takzan, and ws

said that wa simply undzartook to reconstruct what had hannzanzd

as best w= could reconsitruct i%.

So we Ware reporting %o !Mr. Helms what we had rzconstrucizl

without having interviswed him as such. It was in one copy

only, and quite frankly in 1967 we =xpectzd that it would

(l‘
o]

havs no rpo *her then to %211 him wha* tha situation was

fox Jdzcisions as hz felt apprepriat=.

Sanator londals. Mow, vou say i* is no% cl=zar whzthszr

SO,

Dulles knew, bul vet thzre is a mamoraudun from Oshorn “fe———-

) e
the Exacutiva Direc*tor dat=4 2/15/72, which s*a%t=zs, 1 quot=z:

v

“ "Individuals who were aware of this projzct” --

Thet is thz Mzfia projact --
wers Ness;s. Dullas, Bisszl, Colons=l Xing, Colonel
Shefficld, BEdwards, William Harvey, Jams=s P. 0'Connz:1l, and

attor“, for Robart Mahen."

Mr. Breckinridga. I!lr. Osborn is writing +that on thz bdasi

of hig understanding of whait Colon=2l Edwards had Lo say.

: \
Our Jiscussions with Colonesl BEdwards l=ft us with

e

.

. PRk R
unc=roainte
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C010n¢; édwards 5elieves that Mr. bulles undarstood the
coﬁVersatioA. He also said tha* he 2ngaged in doubl=talk so
that there was rooﬁ for misunderstanding.

Mr. Schwarz. I show you a documant stamped 0012, h=adad
John Ros=11i and ésk you what it is.

Mf. stckinridga. This is a m=mo ?reparéd in the Office

of Sescurity dszscribing John Rose<lli, who is *+he first of +h=

nembers of ths syndicats who was uszd to arrangs ths introducxiclis

-~

to the head of the syndicats in Cuba.

Mr. Schwarz. And written whan?

Mr, Breckinridgs. I am not surz. I suspect it was sriss..l-

1973 but I would havs to check.

"
-
o

Mr. Schwarz. Dozs it razfzr +0 a Castro asszassiration

Mr. Breckinridgs. Doses thas word "assassina*ion” aonear?
I think it refsers to the Mafia.

Mr. Schwarz. Do vou havs anv doubi, in fact, *his is

L d
- . - L] o ”» r -

refzrring to the assassination =ffcrt involving Maheu, Rosalli,
Trafifican*ae, in connaction with Castro?

Hr. Brackinridgs. That is corr=zct.

Mr. Schwarz. And doss .this documant prepared by thsz

Office of Szcurity statz "the DCI was brisf:d and gavs his

approval"?

e, Breckinridgs. It does.

N : .
ir. Schwarz. And whe wzas tha DCI in Augus:, 19602
L]
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Mr. ‘Brackinridge. That was Mr. Dulles.

T Mr. Schwarz. Now, therefore, either Mr. Dulles did aporove

which the document says, or somabody wrote a document in
connzction with the investigation which irresponsibly says

Mr. Dulles approv=d. thich is thz2" case?

Mr. Brackiaridgs. I don't think %*hat zither is necassarily

-

the case.
The understanding of thz 0ffice of Seccurity is that Mr.

Dullzss doss know or did knecw. Tha qusastion that was raised

in the courss of our inquiry was that tha natura of the maetin
'1 .

,

as dzscribad to us raissd a quastion cf doubt. That ws did

.

not rasolva.
Chairman Church. I think if ws accspt your tes+tinony

that thare was at lesast a

o]

alemznt o0f deub%t as to whsthr or

it
3
[¢]

rot Mr., Dullss knzw 0f the connection bha*ween ths CIA and

(

o
(t

iiafia, and its purposs, *to assassinats MMr. Castro, lst's g

th

back to Sznator Schweicker's quasticor. Aftsr Mr. Du
L 4

sevsral mors plots were formed involving the CIA and having

v

=

les 1

t

v

to do with subsequant attempts ca +the 1ifs of Castro.
Now, what does your investigation show and what can vecu

tell us with rs=spsct to tha highast officials in the CIA,

g

fellowing the departurs of Mr, Dullas, who may have had knowledg

of thessz ongoing oparations?

.

'

Mr. Brackinridgs. VWhan the operation was renawed I thin!

A Y

is clzear tha*t th= Dirzctor a% thet tine did rot know.

[
ck

%
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Senator Schwaickar

time?
Chairman Chur;hﬂ
Mr. Breckinridge
in April of 1962.
that but ths
gzt fres

until April of

There is no indication

pPloyea who had responsibility

¢6

rt

ne operation reneswed?

m‘
ina

operation was actually rsactiv

vated

It was plannzd to be reactivatad prior to

for it did not:

'62 when he actually

anyons abhovsa ths

Bissel ia 1961, at th= tim= that this was discusszad, *thszr:
is no indication that aryonz abovs his lsvel knsw that ix
was to ba geaclea,ed. This officsr, Mr. Harvsy, thsn tonk
it over and attzmptzd to run it again through the balanca
of 1962, after April.

HMr. Schwarz. iz did *ha+ at thg instruction of Mr. Yelms,
did hs not?

ir. Brackinridgs. ir. iiclms bzcama awar= of +this at a
later ooint.

. .
“ The confusion, as pzsrhads ws discussszd

Hzlms sigaz=d oIf on a
Mr. Bisscel was quotzd &

White !louse.

e BN

It was ma

den'+ kXnow whers in

o)
{L
(I
0

H

a capal

Biss=l callad ZR

the othear day, ir.

+agd
/\\

and ZR Rifle was & pr03—5?~*\~\\

s saying weas at the urgsncy of +H='

3\ct +tha+ was originally initiz

Rifl=

dz no mor= specific than that. WYa
lhite House.'
ibed as an sxscutive action cepability,
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them. ; -

~ Mr. Harvey was given the restnsibility of this by Mr.
Bissezl ard originally it continued as a separaie action from
the Castro ogsration, but !'r. Harvey was also given that
responsibility, and for all‘intenﬁs and purposes thay becane
Wedded;

Mr. Helms was the parson who formally approvad ZR Rifla
as a projact. 2R Riflz had a dual purvose that has not bsar
clarified by our inguiry. It apparantly was in fact ussd for
the stat¢d.purposes, as far as organizational activitiszs want

.

aloag, which was to steal codes, and Mr. M2lms, when hs

.

approved ths project, authorizzd accounting on csrtification,

which msant *hat rather *than ths usual vouchesrs supportin

Hh

sxpzanditurss, that th: officar involved would simply c=rtify

tha*t the monzy had Dbz2zn spent and this would bz accactad.

It had a projzct. amount of soms= dollars, $£7509 - 310,000 --

somz of it to includ= the salary of an agent, somz +o0 includs

So Mr, Hslms’ main appearance in ths approval cf ZR Rifls
doss not nscassarily =gquats with thz dat= when he bzcame

familiar with the Castro opsration.

4

Mr. Schwarz. Bzscausz of ths dual purposs of Rifle, Ri

Ja
means hoth, rifla files andi usad rifles?

Mr. Breckinridgz. I* may mzsan either or both.

N .
Mr. Colby. It ic sunposzd to disasscciata but somztimes
. .
L ag BELE SO LN T v e e ToTNVR
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Heotr—omieiest : °e
thsre is that kirnd of association.

T Mr. Breckinridge. told you that I would look for wh=an
Mr. Helms' nama fifﬁt clearly appzar=d and I haven't don= that.
I was ogt of town yesterday.

Mr. Schwarz. Do vocu hQVe the mezmo of Fzbruary 1962
whzn Mr. Helms, according to Mr. Grsar, Inspeétcr “éneral,<:jmij

"authorizsd Williem Harvzy by mzmo to handle ths project on

cizl basis"?.

b

a sp:

[}

Mx. Brzckinridge. Do I havs a copv of that memorandum?

Y

Mr. Schwarz. Yes.

Mr{ Breckinridge. I%f is in ths filss ard ws can rairiave
Chairman Church. Mr. Bissa2l was the Dzpuy Dir=ctor of
Plans. Ths rscord would indicats= thét A2 kn=w of *h
activation of thz operation +to assassinats Castro in Anril o=
1962, and ilr. Harvsy, I *takz it, was assignsd tha+ dutv?
Mr. Breckinridgs. If I mayv go back, it was in the fall

of 1961.
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A ]

~ Mr., Breckinridge. I think that is probably correct. It
fwas in the fall of 1961 that Mr. Harvey was given this assignment
by Mr. Bissel. I think Mr. Bisgel left in 1962. I am no’i sure
of the dates,‘ So Mr. Bissel would have known at that time.
But I am not sure after that.

Chairman Church. Helms succeeded Mr. Bissel as chief
of operations?

Mr. Colby. Deputy Director of Plans.

Chairm&n Church. Dgputy Director for Plans.

Your record shows that Helms had knowledge of the ZR Rifle

. L4 . - . /_-._______,~_A B
‘operation, which, among other things, was to develop an executivl

capability -~ whatever that)meaﬁs. Presumably that means a
capability to conduct an- assassination if and when authorized
by proper authcrity?

. Mr. Breckin;idge. That is nmy understanding.

Chairman Church. Is that-ycur understanding?

e

Mr. Breckinridge. Yes, sir.
g e

Chairman Church. Do your' records show that, or is that
o
based upon what has been rovealed through vour interrogation?.

P

B ST ’
Mr. Breckinridge. First;flet me go back and clarify, then

I will answer this &uesti@n}pif;I may.

Mr. Helms approved ZR Rifle, which the record showshas the

Finl
H

responsibility of stealing codes, essentially.
¢ N

My understanding, from my interviews, is-that ZR Rifle had

I - #rn e e B cwamen
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also the responsibility for executive action capability. That

.

is a difficult phrase.

The record does not show that Mr. Helms knew when he approcved

the proiject that it had this dual role. So from that point of
view, I have ; record that shows what the project was supposed
to have been as far as its open-description, though classified,
and the.result of our interviews with Mr. Harvey which tell the
other story about executive action‘capability. So it does not,
the record does not show that Mr.Helms at that time knew what
thét was.

Chairman Church. If Harvey khew that it had this other
aspect, who would have told.him to develop such a capability, if
it were not his superior?

Mr. Breckinridge. I think that is a logical conclusion, but

I was distinguishing what the record showed and what our interview

developed.
| Chairman Church. Didn't you ask Harvey in interviewing

him wheth&r or not Helms had told him to develop this capaSiliE?\
as a part bf the ZR Rifle?

Didn't you ask him who told. him to develop this capability,
or did he do it on his own? |

Mr. Breckinridge. Your question is a vexy proper one, and
my difficulty is with the record which goes back to what Bissel
instructed Harvey to do.

Mr. Schwarz. Before Helms took the job, Bissel tcld Harvey
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to take_éharge~of the Castro as;assination project?
= Mr. Breckinridge. Bissel told Harvey to create the executii
action capabilityl h

Mr. Schwarz. But he also told him to take charge of the
Castro assassination project using the Mafia; isn't that
correct?

Mr. Breckinridge. Now, there is no record except the
record that came from our interviews on this score. All I
am trying to do is draw the distincticn between what the reccrd
shows and what our inﬁerviews;devgloped, and there are gaps
in that. ' )

Chairman.church. Your interyiews show that Mr. Bissel, who
preceded Helms, told Mr. Harvey to develop an executive action
capability, which Qas a capability to assassinate if and when
orderad; right?

Mr. Breckinridge. That is éorrect.

Chairman Church. And your records show that !Mr. Bissel
also'inst;ucted Harvey to take over the Castro assassinatiqn
attempt, which was'connccted with a continuing relationship\ "
between the CIA and the Mafia? |

Mr., Breckinridge. I think that is a correct assumptibh,~f
ves.

Chairman Church. iow, when do your records shecw that Helms

L 3

became aware:of Harvey's whole assignment as given him by

Bissel? T _ ‘ ;

e



o TOP-SEEREY R
o .r"
§ 1 I Mr. Breckinridge. I don't have the accu?ate date. We have
g 2 the‘16 August 1963 memorandum. I promised Mr. Schwarz that X -
& .
g 3 || would try and find the date, and I was out of town yesterday
§ 4 and simply didn't do it. But I have to go through the ra=cord
. 5 to find the earliest date that we have, and I simply have to go
6 into the record to dig this out.
9 Senator Schweiker.. Do vour records show the date of when
g8 |l the actual latest assassination attempt was finished?
9 Mr. Schwarz. For Castro?
10 Senator Schweiker. Yes._‘When was that timeframe, roughly?
il ' ‘Mr. Breckinridge. You-are talking about the Mafia connection
, 12 - Senator Schweiker. No; I ;m talking about when did we
é 13 finally cease and desist in attempting to assassinate Castro,
§ 14 || from your recordsé
15' Mr. Breckinridge. Let me, if I may, and I don't mean to
16 confuse the issue - the Mafia connection from beginning to end

17 || ¥a@s an attempt to assassinate Castro. The operation was called

L\ 4

18 off finally in the Spring, perhaps February, of 1963.

'19 Sena£or Hart of Michigan. What year?

20 Mr. Breckinridga. 1963. .

21 Mr. Schwarz. That 1s the Mafia pért?

'22 .Mr. Breckinridge. Yes, sir.AThe Cuballa Association has a

o3 different origin.

24 Chairman Church. First, who called off the Mafia opecration.

410 Flrst Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

25 Mr, Btéckﬁnridge. As near as I could tell, Harvey.
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“? Chairman Church. ilarvey?

Mr: Breckinridge. Harvey. Harvey decided that it couldn't

~

~

and in conversation with Poselli — Roselli was the man who was
“iﬂ the Mafia through whom the Agency had continued to work --
and Roselli agreed that nothing was'happening, nothing could
happen, and it should be called off. We don't have a record
that Harvey went anywhere for approval. This doesn't mean that

he may not have discussed it, but I don't have the record of it.

So Harvey in his conversation with Roselli, terminated the

operation.

Senator Hart of Colorado. The memo which we saw at the

last session, which I'don't know we officially have, Mr. Colby
made it available to us -- was a wrap-up of the whole thing, or a

merio to the files, and I can't recall now who did 1it.
Mr. Schwarz. That is the one referring to the meetling

M

~—

with Robert Kennedy that we spent some time lcoking at.

Senath Hart of Colorado. That was the Sheffield—Edwé;éér
memo ;%ich say with the coliapse of the Bay of Pigs invasion
operation, no further attempt was made with the Mafia. It tied
it directly to the Bay of Pigs.

Mr. Colby.. That was the first phase. There was a second
phase that followed with the Mafia.

Chairman Church. Ve now know from what you have said that

llarvey called off the Mafia conncction, and we don't know whether
A Y - .

succeed. Harvey was leaving the country for a foreign assicgnrent

—y
..{

-3
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the conversations during these various meetings had to do with

74 -

£hat was done with the knowledge or authority of anyone more higH:
placed ;n the CIA.

Mr. Breckinridge. I don't know.

Chairman Church. All right, after Harvey left the country,
who was then ;ssigned to undertake the subsequent efforts againsy
the life of Castré?

Mr. Breckinridge. This brings us to Senator Schweiker's
question. A man by the name of Orlando Cubella, who had been
met in Mexico City by the Agency in 1961, who had been one of
the leaders'of the anti-Batistag;oups and held the rank of Major
in the Cuban army, that is the highest rank they have, Cubella
was an M.D. and héd been a Qouth leader and attended yocuth
confeiences around the world, and was met first in Mexico City,
and later he was met in Scandinavia on several occasions. And
Cubella's desire to ﬁave a change in Cuba, and the attémpt on
the Agency people who met with_him to explore his ability *o
substituté a. government as well as be able to overthrow t§é §iCt
existing g@vernment.

These conversations were very general, exploratory, énﬂ““ﬁl
non-productive.

In one of the early meetings with Cubella, e taiked about
eliminating Castro, and the Agency ecmployee used the word

assassination, which was rcported back as being an ofrfensive

word «to Cubella, and instructions were issued ‘that Cubella was

F IR WL ot N i e P ate &P P tadm
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not to be given a mission of elimination of Castro or anyone
. ' i

else,

He was mét in’ October of 1963, at which time he made the
proposai that he wished to have ~scapons with which to coumit
an assassination, and this proposal.was rejected.

He qontinued to speak in these terms, and finally, I cannot
give you the level of épproval -- that might be at the level
of Mr. Fitzgerald -- and I don't recall which job Mr. Fitzgerald
had then, whether he headed the Cuban Task Force or whether he
had becone --

Mr. Knoche. He replaced Harvey.

Mr..échWarz.' He did meet with this man and gave hinm a
weapoﬁ or poison pen with which to kill Castro?

Mr. Breckinridge. Fitzgerald did not give him the pen.

Mr. Schwarz. But discgssed the subject?

Mr. Breckinridge; I was considering the question of
le%el of'éuthorizatidn, and I don't recall. I would assume
Mr. Fitzgerald was the highest level of authorization that?I’rkﬂ
know.of. :

Chairman Church. And Fitzgerald's position at that time? {v

Mr. Breckinridge. I was guestioning whether he had -- he
had three jobs in fairly quick succession. Whether he replaced
Harvey as hecad of the Cuban - Task Force, then he became Chief of
WHM, the Western Hemisphere Division, and then he became for

a short time Deputy Dircctor of 'Plans. But he died of a heart
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attack. ;I don't know whether he had at that time -~ it would
be in Octcber of 1963.

Mr. Colby. I think at that time he was either head of the
Cuban force or Chief of the Weste.n Hemisphere Division.

Chairman Church. Will you get that for the record?

Mr. Colby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Breckinridge. The decision was taken to try and give
Cubella some instrument. 'A ball point‘pén was designed that
could be used as a syringe. Because Cubella was a dcctor, the
pen was givén to him in Paris oﬁ the 22nd of Noveﬁber, 1263,

with the suégestion tﬁat he use it.

Cﬁairman Chufch. By wgom was the pen given?

ﬁr. Bre;kinridge} It. was given by a case officer of the
Agency. In fact, Cubella refused to take it. When we wrote our
report, we thought he accepted it, but I've since learned he
reﬁused it. He said it was not practical.

Because he was a doctor i; was suggested that he could
acquire the material fo put in the pen, but he refused to accept
it, N

Conversations continuved, and finally the.Agency arranged
to put down two caches at sea off tﬁe coast of Cuba, one of
whichh had weapons in it, one of which had just general equipmen?.

Senator Schweiker. Could either 'of those involve the story

that appearcd in the press under Colonel Prouty's statement?

s,
,"4

. T o e
. e BN,
JMr. Breckinridge. No, sir. ’ o A
.
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Senator Schweiker. ‘Did that come later, Colonel Proutv?
_‘ﬁr: Breckinridge. Ve still‘don't know what Colonel Prouty'g
statement réfers to..

Mr. XKnoche. Prouty's allegalions go back to 1959.

Senator échweiker. What?

Mr. Knoche. 1959, late 1959 and early 1960.

Mr. Breckinridge. We arranged to have a Cuban refugee
leader meet Cubella in Spéih, at which time he gave him an
additional weapon. That would have been in February of 1964,
I think.

Chairman Church. .What kind Qf weapon was given to him?

Mr. Breckinridge. t is my recollection it was a rifle.
I am ﬁot sure of that. o

Cubella continued to have conversations and meetings from
time to time as he came out of Cuba, and finally in the middie
of 1965 the decision was taken to cut off contact with him
beéause there were serious questions about the security of his
organization. |

He was arrested, I think. I think I have gotten my dates
right. It is subject to correction. He was arrested in the
early part of 1966 and tried, made a confession, had a public
trial, which was reported in the press.

I wonder if I might check those dates?

Chairman Church. Surely.
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explain how it was duriﬁg this period that Cubella was able
to retuin-to Cuba and travel to Europe.

I assuﬁe he was able to return to Cuba?

Mr. folby. He-was a Cuban officer at that time, and
apparently loyal to Castro. lle would go out on various trips
and things like that, and we would geet him there.

Mr. Schwarz. He was the man who met with Mr. Hunt in
Madrid?

Mr. Colby. He met wifh a friend of Mr. Hunt. A Cuban exilg
met Cubella- in Madrid.- That is when the weapons were handed
over.

Mr. Scﬁwa:z;‘ Was Mr. Hunt in Madrid at that tinpe?

Mr. Colby. Yes. i

Mr. Breékinridge. Mo, because this man by the name of
Artimo, met Cubella in Madrid in Decéemwber of 1964, and in
February 1965 he made the delivery of the weavons. Hunt was
nof’assigned thére until the middle of 1965, after this was
over. We ,don't know where that story came from.

Mr. Colby. Hunt and Aftimo are_Qery close, and he is thc
godfather of one of ﬁheir ghé}dren, and things like that. He
may have told him about it. |

Chairman Church. During this period you have described,’
winen these various contacts were made.with Cukella, who was
the highest officer within the CIA who‘had knowledge of these

contacts and whc authorized them to be made, as far as. your
\ . . . PR R

s
; I3
£
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investigation shows?

Mrl_Breckinridge. I don't know the level at which the

~ A

contacts were known. I would assume that the continuing contactg
were known at a high level, but I have to assume that, and this
goes to a point when Senator Schweiker was asking the question

at the last time. This 1s the last instance th;t we Know of

in which assassination was invclved.

Senator Schweiker. That is, both your records and your
interviews indicate that this was the last known activity,
according to your investigation?

Mr. Breckinridge.‘ That was specifically related to
Castro. . .

Senator Schweiker. And that date was when?

Mr. Breckinridge. VWell, our contact with the Cubella group
was broken off in June of 1965,

Senator Schweiker. June of when?

Mr. Breckinridge. 1965. _ e
JE T .

I don't want to confuse yéu, but I would like to intrcduce

> e

V3L

a consideration that relates to this.

Chairman Church. Before you do that, I have asked what

your investigation shows is the hicghest officer who knew and

under whose authority thése continuing contacts were made, and

§oe

you said you assumed it nust have been known to higher authority.

Mr. Breckinridge. I sald that abcut the ccn

{r

acts. hbout

the contacts, I assumed this was known f£airly high in the Agoency.

N
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Chaiiman Church. The contacts and their purpose?
~“Mr; greckinridgc. This is a distinction I wént to make.
The people who were involvéd, gnd this is difficult --
but their statement of state of mind, and your interpretation,

may be different things. But the people who were involved

'consideréd that the purpose of the association with Cubella was

he was a man who was high in the Castro government, he was a
man who repreéented a dissatisfied element, he had people who
agreed with him, and the hope was that this could be developed
into a group in Cuba that in some way could replace the govern-
ment.

Thé conversations with.Cubella were really not preductive,
and Cﬁbella wanted demonst#atioﬁ of support, tangible sunzort,

and the conversations progressed to the point that he wanted

equipment with which he could commit and assassinatioen.

In the minds of the people who dealt with him, the question
of assassination was not uppermost, so much as it was to give
him a material demonstration of support.

I don't mean to be trites, but the United States or the
Agency has in the past provided weapocns of one kind or another
to people, paramilitary. In the minds qf these pecple, hcwever
credible to you this distinctidn is drawn, so assassination

became a consideration, but assassinaticn had not beea..the

& VRN
PR S IR B S
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Y am sorry, one rore point. i
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The point at which they began to provide weapons to him
should hé?e required higher level approval. I doﬁ't know what
the level of approval was.

Mr. Schwarz.. It should have under the normal procedu~ves?

Mr. Breckinridge. Yes, sii. N

Chairman Church. At one point a meeting took place and an
agent of the CIA gave him a ballpoint pen that had been speciall:
designed to camouflage a syringe, and gave it to him with the
recommendation thaé it would be filled with poison and used td
kill Castro;.

Are you saying that the agent may have done this without
the knowiedge of the Director or the Deputy Director for Plans,
soreone high iﬂ the Agencx?

Mr. Breckinridge. 1WWo; I am saying there should have been

authorization. I don't know the level of that authorization. I

merely tried to draw a distinction because it is a question raisa:

in"my mind, it was raised by Senator Schweiker's question -- when
was Epe last attempt of assassination?

This developed to tﬁe point where assassination was
involved, apd this was thér;qst such interest that we know of.

Senator Schweiker. Are you saying after the incident that
Senator Church just asked you about, at that point the emphasis
shifted from assassinating him to replacing him?

Is that what you are trying to tell us, or did I misconstrud

that, teco?

A Vot L=

A W kit s e
Vst u’ el usmanaba b
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Mr. Breckinridge. No; I am confusing the issue by trying

[| to describe the state oﬁ_mind of the pecople who were involved

-

the operation. .

., Chairman Church. We don't even know who were involved.

tell us that.'

-

Mr. Breckinridge. As far as I know, Mr. Fitzgeral@ would
be the highest level that I know was aware of this.
i :

Chairman Church. What was his position? Ue are back to

that’

Mr. Colby. Chief of the Western Hemisphere Division.

in

You
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Senator Morgan. Is hs dead?

) .
Mr. Colby. Yas, sir. . .
Mr. Breckinridgzs. Tha problsm that you ars having, which
is one that wa have, is raconstructing cartain aspects of this,
qguita frankly, and ws havae attsmpted +to resconstruct it by the
record, whare tha racord supoorts it by intarvisws, whars th

intervizws can f£ill gzps, and it was of somsz intzrest %o

try to gzt from ths p=opl:s involvad thzir ratic

-
-t

-rationale is difficult, comnlex, and I have triesd to convsay

that bszcausz it was brought to my mind by Senator Schwzicksr's
qu=stion.

: Mr, Colby. "If I could hzln intarprst this from a cultural

pattzra. ’ -- . co e

I think *h=z poirt is that w

o

locat=zd this major, h

look=zd likz a vsryv promising contact within Cuba who coulsd

- p

possibly rzplacs Castro or bring about his disnosition, and so
forth, jusi r=movs him withou% any spzcifics.
.In tha coursa of thz convaersations, the 1963 meseting with

ths ballpoint pza took nlacs. Wsa don't havs any cl=ar rscora

»

as to who authorized that particular aspect of ths rslationship

ol

d

concerning tha b2llpoint pan. The fact that we then want on
with him until '64 and '65 with ths offwrs of wzapons fits

into the gzneral support of that =ffort ard doasn't nec

48]

ssarily
coir.cida with tha daliberate atiwzmots +o assassinata hinm,

N . . ¥ . .
although i%* could, and our r=zcords don't cl=arly indicates on2

AN
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way or‘éhe other on that.
~ Chairman Church. A cache of wsapons delivered on %ha

cogét of Cuba haraiy constitutes an arsenal by which it rzasonabh
could be assqmsd that the govarnmenit can ba overthrown. It
dozs, howeQer, fit into a schz=me of providing thz major and
his cohorts with a capability of assassinatinj th= Cuban l=zad:r,

Mr. Colby. It also coincides with thsz possibility of
the first step toward additional arms.

I am not denying it, r. Chairmaa. I am saying that *th=
records do#’t clearly indicate i%t, arnd this gsts back to Mr.

.

Schwarz's origiral quastion to me -- can you dafine "assassiga-

.
.

tion™?

)

I would rzaspactfully rzguast that I do

b]
'l

gst into *hai

g

becausz therz is a quzastion &s %5 whsa you ars surporitiag arsmad
action and whzn you ars= committinc an assassination.

Chairman Church. All right. During %this wholz p=z=ricd

|yt
a}
[

we& uadzrstand that thz= D

{h

ctor of ths CIA, who was !Mr. !licConsz,

L 4

H

had Said hs had no kunowlsdge of thss=s ongoing activitizs.
Mr. Colby. I would imagins tha*t his tastimony that hsz

E]

7

did not know of an assassinziion would bz consistsnt with
comnent as o ths wsapons b=ing givzn in support of armed aciien

but not *he spacific assassination plans. I don't know that

but I am saving that is a possibls oxplaration of tha diffzrencs

bstwe=n thosz stories. ‘ , .

- A
* A

- %
N\ . B I3 . * 'y . 2 P
Chairman Church. W2 will have to qusstion Mr. McCon2 nuch

| Ao
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more ¢lbsely on that point.

But yéu are unable now to tell us in connection withvthass
laéer activities.wgether or not there was spacific knowledge
of thair connection with the assassiration purpose, abovs the
level of Mr. Fitzgerald? _ o

Mr. Breckinridgs. At *his moment I cannot.

Senator Morgan. May I pursus a lin2 of questions for just

a few minutes?

First of &ll, lr. Schwarz, this documznt, Cxhibit A, who

przeparaed it?

!
'
~
0
W
0]
ct
o
«
(o]
2]
[
Q
e
o]
M
|
A}

ough cdraft that was preparzd only

by ths typists?

: ) o
Mr, Schwarz. That is th=2 Ken Grezr documant. _

- ‘; . - Lo
Mr, Colby. Prsparzd by onz of Mr, Breckinridga'ggf 0
¥ A T ;
. ,\ ) .-;:'1’

associate=s, Mr. Xenneth Gres=zr. . 4

. Nt

Senator iorgan. What was tha purposzs 0f the pranaration

of this docum=zn+?
’ .
- . .

Mr. Colby. It followa=d ths 9th of HMay, 1973 directiva
by Mr. ‘Schlasingzr for a re=port on &ll ques:ionabls activiti:s.
Thesz wars gathersd togzthar by lr. Gre=r and the othser mambers
of tha Ianspezctor Gznzral's officz and a summary of them was
provided %o M= to usa to briszsf the Chairman of the two commiittzis

Senator Morgan. This was thz bes*t information that the

a* the “ims?

.

9
[
[

Ag:ncy was able to obt
A .

Mr, Colby. That was tha informa+tion availablas o tha
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Inspector General at the tims. I thirk I would say it was abla,

I don't think we institutad an aggressiva, positivs invastigatio

Yle rather collectzd what wa had availabla
Senator Morgan. Wsz1l, fhere have buan assassina+tiorn

attempts or zfforts on the part cf the government. Thera's no

-

question in my mind. The questicn I want to pursue is that

in the document marked here Exhibit A, project %R Riflsa, it

.

statzad that early ian the X2nazdy Administration, "tha Whita

—

. s . D e
HHouse urgsd Richerd Bisszl to crezate an axzcutivs action
capability.™

That is a gensral standby capability %o carry out

assassications.

Now, that was ths primary purpose of 2R Rifla; is thax

updgrsta dina?

<
(8]
]
H

2

flr. Colby. It was onz2 of th: nurposas of ths ZR Rifla
projsct.

Sznator llorgan. And it was done at ths instigation of
L 4

"themWhitc Housz"?

Mr. Colby. Ue have onz rzcecrd which statzss that Mr

— .

-~

Bissal mad: this statamsnt without furthsr precision. c

Senator Morgan. And wharzs is Mr, Bissel? e W

S e
R R

Mr. Colby. Mr. Bisssl, I think, livas in Connscticut now.

Senator Morgan. Now latsr on we find that this project

continued on under a man by thz nams of Bill Harvey, did it
1

not?® .
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I Mr. Colby. Yes, sir.

" =~ Senator Morgan. AaAnd then on June 27, 1973, he wrota

a mamorandum o the Chief FI staff. ' -

What dos=ss FI staff mean?

Mr. Colby. A foreign intslligance staff,
Senator Morgan. Stating that the orig

for employing Q.J. Winn no longer exists:d ard raissd ths

~

quzstion of his tarmiaation?
Mr. Colby. '63 was it? _ :
.Sznator Morgan. Junsz of 1963. He was tarmirna

April_oi 19642

rt

=2d in

‘Mr. Colby. Yes.

wha* this projzct was kaown by the Dirsctor of +tha CIA?

Mr. Colby. Approvzsd by ths Dirzctor. I don't thiznk

that”if a proj=ct of this magnitude was %o carry out the

assassination, it would no:t bz cr

(r

of the Dirsctor of ths CIA? :

now, I will guarantse you.

it
o]

Scnator ilorgan. + certainly is not reazsonable a

that «

<

an in 1961 it would heva bz:n so crsatad?

e .

WHr. Colby. I would thinkX tha% ths gsn=aral idea. Yh

{i?

ated without the anprovél

%]

He
191
oo
H

(WA
[

[é¢}
i+
pte
-h
'-l
(@]
o
e
P-
o]
[

Szrnator lorgan. MNow thers is no dcubt in your mind bhut

Sanator licrgan. Mr. Colby, isn't it a reascnabls assumotick

Mr. Colby. It bzstiter not be creatz=d without my approval

0

i

P
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thz specific project or not but the genaral idea is so
.
significaﬁt, and that is tha indica*icn tha+ Mr. Dulles did
know of this act-at ths time. Whether it was spacifically
brought o ths= atténtion of his succassor I could noit actuaallvw
astify ore way or the other. | .

Senator organ. HMr. Colby, car you maks any morsz sz=nsitivel

a project at tha CIA than oane of assassination?

{L

Mr. Colby. Whea lxr. Schlessingsr cames in I mads surs hs

was aware of anything I kaz=w.

Sznator organ. And this being trus, arzn't you satisfiad

in your owa mind *ha+ all your diractors ware awarza of this

orojzsct ZR Rifl=s until such timz as it was tarminatad?

b
9]
e
13
o

Mr. Colby. Tha% is 2 ccnclusion, Ssnazor
give tzstimony on that.
Sznator Morgan. I%t is a conclusiocn, buat you ars &an

exXpart, . : AN

Mr. Colby. Right. - =

hd . N ——
-~ Sanator Morgan. You ara tha Dirscior of ths CIA and vou
£ th- history of the

have had thz =xpsriencs and krowlzdgs o

CIA. : - -

L2t me ask you, basszd upon vour history, tha history and

52}

thz knowlzdg= of the CIA tha* vou know of, havz as Director,

2

[

3

and you havs gainad as Dirsctor, area't you satisfizd %h
evzry dirzctor kasw of *this projzct?

[ - 4

Wr., Colby. In thz face of tha statement by 'lr. IcCena hz
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ha did rot know of it, I fird that st tcnant difficult +o

.

challenge.

I agree yith ybu, he should havs known about it, but I

could now saz-for sura tha* statzment is no% accurate,
Senator Morgan. One final quesﬁion. Mr. ﬁcCone laft

th=s Ags=ancy when?

Mr. Colby. 1In 1965.
Ssnator Morgan. I won't ask aany othsr quastions =xc=pnt

for ths racord I would like *o say *this so I can remember whv

I was pursuing *this later omn.

ot
t
(]
(r
a1
<
e

I asksd thsse quastions no
Plan, bscaus: I think that has alrsady bsan 2stahlishzad, and
if *hat is all we arz after wa can move on to somathing elsa

But %hes thing tha% does conczrin Mz is thzt if +his pr-~i.-r=

continu=d on u“-ll and pas* *h= timz that Przsidant Haznnzdy

was assassinatzd, then it raisess a questioa in ny mird &s to

wnzthar or not Castro hins=zlf may no% w=11 havz Xncwn about it
L 4

aza‘ﬁhvtl or not tha Prisidant's assassination may not havs

|..o.

been & part of a rzcrimization plan end it may just ovzn ths
door to whsz=ther or not lz*=r on w= should decids to look into

that.

That is thz reason I havs followad that line of questions.

« [P

¢ show th= assassginatig-
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Chairman Church. Senator Hart.
Senator Hart of Colorado. Mr. Colby, in connection with

-

ZR Rifle, i think ypu testified 6r youf associate said this was
a multi-purpose operation, including stealing codes, and the
development of the capability of what euphemistically is called
executive action.

In your professional judgment, and with your history of
your background in the Agency, does it make any sense to ycu thad
a major operation, a major inteliigénce gathering operation of
the sort of.stealing cbdes, which I assume means from other
governmentst‘would be mounted under the direction of a man
abouﬁ whom all I know 1s that Mr. Harvey has a background of
something like a soldier of fortune, and funded at the lecvel,

I should say, of $7500 to $10,000?

Does it not suggest to you that stealing codes was in

fact an internal cover for what was explicitly an assassination

opération with unlimited, non-vouther financial capability?

Mr. Colby. ©No, not that it is purely a cover.

[ 4

-~

In the first place, Mr. Harvey had a very successful tour
in Berlin where he ran the Berlin tunnel operation, which was
one of our major successful intelligence operations.

Mr. Harvey was a very colorful figure who had his lifestyle,
which is different than scme others, but he had been very

effective at that, and very adventurescme in that category of

signals intelligence and a very wenturesome idea of that nature.
LY : . ) . j““{-' T (j"(‘f 7"\

[ c k
S <%
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He was in the assignment of Chief of the FI Division staff,
That st&ff's major function is t6 conduct the sigﬁals intelligenc
vwork vhich rust be dqne‘in the clandestine service.

It hindles our efforts today to penetrate into foreig-
code rooms abfoad, and things of that nature, and it involves
the breaking into of séfes and things, all that ccmplicated
material.

Now, the thing that puts it together with this "capability",
executive action, is the high degree of compartmentation of
this material, that kind of a project. 1In other words, a
code-breaking, a stealihg operation, obviously that is_to be
kept.ver§,'very sécret. If you get caught in it, it has all
sorts of very bad diplomatic implications, and so fortﬂ:
Therefore, there is a system of very sharp compartmentation of
the work of that particular group.

You also are dealing with some very venturesome people
who are willing t; crawl into somebody else's ccde room and
take the chance of getting cauéht.

So, given you have a man who had some good technical
experience, who is a venturesome type himself.and is running a
program which is not too far off the requirements of high
compartmentation, and a very high risk kind of operaticn, and
thercfore, for Mr, Biséei to have selected Harvey to carxry out
this-projcct seens to me that it is compatible that he could

be running code-breaking projects, or code stcaling prcjects,

. 2%
SR

]

’
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as well as this other activity.
Now, in the lifestyle at the time, not mentioning the sccond

~

one, this gets back into the recdrdkeeping that we hawve been
discussing. It was not to be put on the record although to be
done. That is a perfectly p;éper hypothesis, it seems to me,
but to say that the code stealing wés only a cover I think is
probably an unwarranted conclusion.

Senator Hart of Colorado. What about the level of funding
of $7,500 to $10,000?

Mr. Colby. That is not very much money for that kind of
an operation:

Senator Hart .of Colorado. Precisely. I think it is too
little.

Mr. Colby. No. For a capability of that nature, it is

largely a staff operation. In other words, you use your own

-listaff officers. You may hire an agent or something, but I don't

think you can draw much conclusion‘from the actual number on
the figure one way or the other.

This might not have been the only such project. You know,
an assassination project would cost you more money than that,
too.

Senator Hart of Ceclorado. 2Absolutely.

Mr. Colby. I find it hard to say that that is the only

amcunt of money involved. I think you get into a situation

wherce additional money would be put into either of those kinds
* . L % & P e
- PR g

N

".‘- X
A

N
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6f activities. I wouidn't get hung up on the burcaucgn 55
asngtcf the numbex og dollars.

Senator Hart of Colorado. So ﬁr. Harvey, if the decision
were made to try to liquidate a fcreign leader, and Mr. Pa:vey
found the insérumentality, the individual to do that, and that
required $100,000, all he had to do was come back in and say?

Mr. Colby. He could get it;

Mr. Schwarz. I think we should have the record reflect
two things. The two gentlemen talking are not eyewitnesses to
what we have been talking about.

secondf and related to that, for us to pursue this matter,
we must ﬁa&e, and‘must have right away, the better evidence
which is in the possession of the CIA, which is at least the
Inspector General report of 1967; and more importantly than that,
the interview notes reflecting whate&er interviews you had

. ] . —T
withvhonever you interviewed at that time or later. N

Mr. Colby. These_we will make available to you to the

exteq}'we-have them.

~

Mr. Breckinridge. Ve rétained no notes, We kept only the
one report that we submittéd to Mr. Helms at Fhat +ime, the one
copy. When he left £he Agency he returnedtit to us.

Now; the files on the Cubella affair and the Truji;;;:;;E;;Q

exist,

and they are avéilable;

13

Ur. Schwarz. Can we have it understood that, Mr. i P

Breckinridge, you will as vou did with the initial material, -

.
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come down sometime early next week and we can ¢o over it and
so forth? |

Mr. Colby. Sure. If we can just-have the same sort of
normal ground rulesnabéut the papers.

Chairman Church. Sure. They always apply unless -—i::j\\'

~——

Mr. Colby. I know.

Chairman Church. =-- unless we say differently.

Mr. Schwarz. _No, just following up one rore. thing on
Sepator Hart's question of some time ago.

Would &ou determipe with respect to five different pexiods
of time whetﬁer, first, there was any internal evaluation
withiﬁ‘the Centrai Intelligénce Agency as to whether or not
the assassination attempts should continue and, second, whether
there was any discussions with persons outside of the Central
Intelligence Agency as to wiether 6£ not the plot should continud
and the period of time Qould be the initial authorization, which
wés March 1960, after the Bay of Pigs, duriﬁg the missile
crisis. Ang, parenthetiéally there, will you state whether it
was possible Castro might have been assassinated pursuant ﬁo
an ongoing plan during a period of time.when . the United States

and Russia were close to a nuclear c¢onfrontation. The next;?y;@h

T
<

case is John F.Kennedy's assassination.

Finally, at the tire ©f the break-off in June of 1965, B

which I believe was Mr Breckinridge's testimony, was anyboedy in

higher authority told that the cperation had becn broken off?

LHER AN

...

i b e
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Because ?hat will bear upon whether anybody in higher authority
had futﬁorized or requested the operation.

Mr. Colby. Yes, fine. |

Mr., fchwarz. Can I pick up then on another subject wrich
we just barelf touched on last time, Mr. Colby?

, This is related to the question I asked you about the use
of criminal elements;

Senator Mathias. Before we leave this, I have one question.

Chairman Church. Senator Mathias.

Senatot Mathias. Ihvlight of the fact this poison pen was
actually proffered on the 22nd of November, 1963, is there a
scintilla of evidénce - and was proffered to a Major in the
Cuban-Army on active duty -~- is there a scintilla of evidence
that anyone in the Cuban Government had any knowledge or suspicid
prior to that date that this was a project that was planred?

Mr., Co;by. There is certainly no evidence that anyone
had that information with respect to the Cubella operation.

Mr. Breckinridge. Mo,

Mr. Colby. The sgcond phase of the Mafia operation had been
wrapped up by then, I think.

Mr. Breckinridge. Yes.

Mr. Colby. The individual in Cuba involved in it had
take asylunm, I th%nk. .

Mr. Breckinridge, No, the sequence is a little c¢ifferent.

Mr. Colby. A little later.

N
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Mr. Breckinridge. Yes. There were people who reportedly

were ®nt into Cuba, a team of three people -- and I said reportedl:

-

because we were working then through a Cuban exile leader.

They had the éssignment of recruiting additional pcople to
carry out such plans as might be devcloped. We never knew what
happened to those people -~ whether _they came back -- only that
they were sent in.

But if you are looking for a possibility of knowledge of
an assassination plot, conceivably those three peovle could be
the source of it, but not that the United States Government was
bghind it.

Senator Mathias. But it is conceivable that Castro and
his gbvernment could have come upon some evidence that sonme
plot was afoét?

Mr. Colby. He certainly could have cross allegations, and
you really must assume that various of the other kind, even
independent activities, or the firsg phase of the Mafia procram
éodlq’have produced allegationé of attempts against him with
the comment that CIA or the United States was bghind it. The
possibility of that kind of allegation is just almost infinite.

Serator Mathias. Particularly considering the naturc of

the instruments that were being deployed?

. iy “\.
%

Mr. Colby. Yes, sir. . ﬁ;
i}f
w/

Mr. Breckinridge. There is another concideration. -

Chairman Church. You really haven't told us on the recors?

N

- —
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ﬁntil just now; in response to Senator Mathias, just what the
secqnd ;hase of the Mafia connection for assassination Castro
was. We really haven't had the detail except as you gave it
to Senatcs Mathias.
I wonder‘if you could complete the record on this second
phase. Give us all the information that you know about that.
Mr. Breckinridge. Before I do, one additional consideration
The Cuban exile community in Miami was engaged in a great
deal of plotting of its own and a great deal of hyperbole, and
it is safe to assume that Castro also had reports of assassinatic
schemes or threats from that éroup. So there is cne more source

to that sort of tﬁing.

poaraay i X SEE e S B e
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Senator Morgan. Whare is Cubella now? "Is he still in

prison?

-

said

vias.

Mr. Bréékinridge. In jail on ths Isle of Pines.
Senntor llorgan. Are wa surs of that?

Mr. Breckinridge. I asked somsbody tha othar day and they

-

tha* is whsr= *hey think ha is.

Senator- Morgan. I just wondzrad whosa agsnt hs really

Mr. Colby. Hz has bza:zn in jail for a long time if hs

was Castro's.

Ssznator llorgaa. You tsstifisd hs was able to go in and

out of .Cuda fairlv fraquently.

Mr. Colby. !Nz was en associatz2 of Castro's, thzre is

no qguestion about that, buif he had an indzn=nda=nt r=lation

with

us *ha*t finally got pickzd up. - I %thizk tha% is impor&=ant,

Mr. Chairman, that wa *ry to kz=2p lis ramsz oux of any publishsi

docunzats for tha* reason. Thzars is no usz gztting him in

nmorsz=

-

troyblsz.

‘Sana*or Schwaickzr. Tha%* is for sura=z.

ot}

r
n

Q

o}

H
W]

L]

Chairman Church. Thszsra is no argumznt on +*h

Would you wl=asz furnish us with 211 of th= details &s to

the second vhase of tha !Mafia connaction?

ot

+ha

Mr. Breckiaridgs. 2 will giva you norz accurats dztail

I can rzcall.

N s k!
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wvhar

you.

zxgctly what the rs=lationsi

Maheu was bz=cause that

companion for ar importan*t foreign

Sy

of.Sacurity, which *thsv
succassful hs=

Aidn™+ do much to =ara. Hs
rasults of
+hink

leads=

.
nave

Chairman Church. Bzfore you do, would you just explain
. ,

ip bstwesn CIA and Giancana and

is not clear in my mind.

Would you d=velop for ths Committ=z that wholsz

Mr. Breckinridge. Roberit Mzhs=u used to work for tha

and he rasignad frcm ths FBI and opznzd a priv

firm here in Washington ard CIA ussd him from 4ime *to

ities.

for czrtain kinds of support activ

Chairman Church. ‘“hat kxind of sunport activitiszs?

Mr. Brzckinridga.

I-h

- Oa one occasiOn hz obtzinzd a

L3

"~y

laader.

T~ A

Chairman Church. ©hat othzr kind of support?

Mr. Breckinridg=. In the =2arly days -- and *his bzcons=zs

ibarrasesm=n As

3

—d

nagrly as I can rscoastruct, Dconle

kn=w him decidzd +o put him on Y=

a

(v

Adid for awhils, un=il h= -

said hs

{ti

longzsr nezdzd thas rztainzr,

v

latzr got involvad rapr

z2K shipping intzrests and w

W
<
i
i

3
fu
t+
H-
(o)
l':'

soma of +hs inforr

& thers was a fight batwe

ha may havs had soma involvsmant in another foraign

.

r's companionshiv when he was in this country. I don't

I

think

the n probably raconstruct it for

N .

relationshix

invas+tiga-
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Chairman Church. Can we have th= file on him?

.

~ HMr. Breckinridg=. I think we will provids orns on

that.
We havs ong, yes. i
. . ..

Chairman Church. Vary well.

Mr. Breckiaridgs. Than Mahsu l=fit Vashing*on and novsd
out west, I think first to Los Angsles, later to Las Vegas,
where hs becans associated with the Hughss organization, aand
whza the quss iox.aros; about gatting an in*roduction o *h=
Hafia, becauszs they did havs gambliag intarashts in Cuba at
that tima, ths Offic=a of Szcurity, Colonzl Edwards was askzd
if h= could astablish a contact, and h= wznt to Manh=z=u, or
had somzons go té Maheau, ; s»=z if Mahéu could mzka such an
introduction.

Mahzu knsw a man by thz name of Johnny Nos=11i, who

lived in Los Angzlzss, who had thz conczssion for *ths ics

in Las VY=gas, and hsz arrangzd, Ro

¢

nachinas on the stri
arrargad an introductionx *o =~ thz CIA actually arranas

L 4
our man didn't m=2%t Giarcana, I don't balisvs, arrarg=d

introduction, but Giancazna who in *turn arrangesd an in*roduction

to a man by ths ramz of Sarntos Trafficants.

Trafficantes was ths h=zad of

o
e

tha Cuban gambling int
and Castro had allowsd th:im. First hs had clos=d thzm,
he reopzned them honing to atitract tourists. And Traff
travz1lled to aad £ron Cuba.

Giancana sarved oxzly as thz introduction to Traffi

. P
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This was all done through Roselli.

~

Our people never -- they all dealt with Roselli, who in

turn deal with thz others.

Rosglli was in egssence a cut-out or ssrvad as the niddle

man. Ros=z21li was n=ver paid for his s=rvices.

Giarcana clearly kn=w zvsntually ths governmant association
Rosz11li cams to know of it, though initially hs was introducsad

to tha CIA p=rson.as a man whe worksd for Meahzu on an assigrmzan:

aa

by a privats client.

So initially th= ceover story was Mahzu's privats cliznt

who had an intzrast inside Cuba.

Giancana nevar rzally wes
involvzad subssquently.

H= did

arrange -- it was Trafficante from *han on -- and

insid: Cube who had an officz, nad

of *h= Prims Ministazr. Hz2 was b=lizvsd

+0 havs acczss +o Castro and a pvoison pill was dzvalop:z=d thax

o

ha was o insart into Castro's fcod. Ths

pills warz saent in

+0 this man. What we did no* know a% *ths tima was the wman
had lost his job and lost his acczss and ths pills wers raturnsd)

Mr. Colby. That is

tha

S=nator Schweick=zr. ™ould vou dats that?

Mr. Breckinridga. Tha% would go into the =arly part of

* »

1261, March-April, 19G1.

Mr, Schwarz. Ths pills wara given as part of the first

T . . ’ SRR,

phass 0 & sz2cond pe=rson in Cuba; is tha* corrsct? /. . o
. s w
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his name is a sansitivz matter.

.

of Pigs.

-
.

to tak= on this mission.

who had intarest in Cubha. Thz Ros<zlli idantitv wa

Varonra said.h= Xasw som=onz Who wWas ir a r=st

L
LR ¥

fr. Schwarz. Could you s=
Pills?

- .

ths Techaical Services Division of +ha= CIA.

HMr. Brzckinridge. MNoi *that I know oF.
tir. Schwarz. liad they =2v=zr usz=d Sotulinun as

any wey bzfors?
N L]

exile leader in Miami by tha nams of Anthony Varona.

Castro fregusntzd and “hs=n ths pills were transpor:s

Again,

Mr. Breckinridga. Thnz pills wzare madz in what was
pe i

tIr. Schwarz. Had thzy evar mads such pills bzforz?

Mr..Breckinridge. Just bzfore the firs+t phasa anded,

Rosz211li, through Trafficante, was in*roducszd to anothar Cuban

Varona was thz l=adzsr of one of the groups that was being

support=2d by the CIA as part of th:z preparation for tha Bay

with ths CIA. He f=1t he had not bzan givan =ncugh nonzv.
Varona had previous cosntact with ths criminal slansnt in Cube

and he was approachsd by Rosz1li with Trafficant='s intrcductio-

Roszlli's story was tha* hs rspressnt=d some privatz clian®

™
(r
(i
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P
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Varona was unhappy with his associatioa, with +hs associa+ib-

......
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Mr. -Breckinridge. On one previcus occasion Botulinum
had.bzen considered for usa on cigars that somaone had hopad
to get to Castro, and 2ventually 'that never got off ths ground.
This was a scheme that was never approv~d and navar want rorwvard

.

I know of that ons instancs in which it was considerazd.

ck

hs

((

U)

Bobullwun vas nads into pills and 2 pills wzre takan
again to Cuba. Castro stopp=d going *o tha rastaurant vhare
this man wés. Th? Bay of Pigs occurrzd eand the opsaration

was called off.

Yhen Harvzy took ovazr and thsn rzactivatazd tha szcond phass

{4

I

th:

i

in April of 1962, *h=zy wua* back to Varona, and onz o

.

straage things is that Varoma s*arted off with the rzopa*+ition

rh
rk

o} hz origiaal r=s*anrant anorecach, which I *think causzd

[

. : L

somz quzstion as to thsz gam betw=sn what wa wars: told a:nd

what was hap»=ning.

Varona aftzr +this dida't natzrializ:z, Varoana Sheza s=at:zd

that hs had s=n% %thr:z m=za intc Cuba whosz jobk was %o recrui=

evar wa=nt. Ths missils crisis in*zarvsanad., Th:=r= warz a nunhszr

{L
O
¥
tt
ol
o
H-
+

r
AJ

of dzlays and w thay evar did go in.
Ths first thrz= mzn, if in fact they did go in -- w2
1 y . .
a - . eV Wa2rxre, -.' AL Y —l2 |83 ’ =
don't krow who they ware, we don't know what thay did, w

don't kaow wnzthzr thzy cams out or nox

\As a matter of interast, tha man who was o o back --
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Chairman Church. + 1is possiblz= they went in and could

hava be=n captur=d hy Castro?

Mr.  Breckinridge. It is possiblea.

The guastion that Sznator Mirgan asked earlizr, whui thev
could havs known —-- %thsse men ws don't belisvz could have koown

i

ths actual backers of the oparation, bzacausz Varorna was d:zaling

with a mamber of ths syndicatz with whom he had prz=vious

- connsctions. Ths pz2ople who d=2alt with Varona fzl%t that Ros=11i

.

a4

was discrzct and ca ul.

2

=
>

]
t

But thos=z man could heave ba2=n capiturz=d. Thzy could hevsz

hat thzy might not havs known.

ok

supplisd th= intzrprstation

Mothing cams of thz ovsre*ion, 1%t was call=d off, but

Chairman Church. Thss:z thres RM=n wars %0 Dz szut from --
Mr. Brazckinridgs=. Ths_ wera Cuban s=xilzs.
Chairmen Church. To ba s:zn* in from ths Uai%zd Stat-s?
"Mr. Colby. From +ths Unitzd Statzs.
~Chalfrman Church. Aad why is it vou den't know wh
not thzay Qere san+?
Mr. Breckiaridgs. Thz qusstion exists in my mirnd. I

am no% surs 1t existis ia othar pzovl:z's minds.

e
n
(=
H
ﬂ?
<
('8
{1
Pl
1o
i
[N
re
i
L

rzcord, wh=n ws go: *hs rscord back, in
praparation for thsse inquiries, I was struck by the fact that
Varona had +old us at the vary end of tha first phase *hat

hz was using this rzistaurant, and whz2n a vear laxtzr th:z ohas:

-3




VAT L W r W

/10 FIF5L SIrQBI, L.k, WASNINDION, tJebe LUUVI

Ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
25
24

25

was reactivated, the same story was used and alrzady had be2n
A _

R Y

proven not to ba so.

Later has talked in gensral ta2rms abou* ths thraz men and
I bsgan ©o devezlop some rssarvation in my mind as to whszther

or not Varonz had in fac*t told us ths truth.

That is pur=ly sveculeation on my part.

Mr. Colby. This is a problsm ws livs with in ths intall q

businass. IMsn you arz no* abla to bs in dirszct contact, for

" good rzasons vou are subjsct Lo fabrica*ion, particularly if

..

there is soms moansy ianvolvead.

.

"Chairmen Church. Did thz CIA, in ccnasction with phasa

ons or phasza two, vay any of thasz agsnts for *thz=ir szrvicss?
Mr. Brackinridgs=. In ohase onz I think we paid axp=zns
nmon=yY. In phass two we gavz monay to Varona.
Mr. Schwarz. And o Roszlli?

Hr. Brazckinxidges. Uz paid z=xdzanss money for Rosslli.

[

Mr. Schwarz. You paid him mornzy to huy guns?

L
Ragh i+

Mr. Brzc

Y

{inridga. I w

X
(4]
U2
(o]
ot
9]
[Ce]
1t
O
¢t
1]
'—J
H
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o
{t
0
o
[

Varcra wanted nonay and guns and somz of the zqguinmznt that

ha spscifizd could be obtainsd only from ths Unitzd Stats

nilitary. And ths equipmen® tha* was acquirsd z% that +ime
< -~ -

3id not include tha*t kind of couipmant. It includzd equivmaant

—-e

that could bz obtain=d from othar sourcdss and axclud=d U.S.

nmilitary zquinmzn%. It was nrovid=Ad through %th2 assistance

of tRhe Miami station. A U-Nanl +fruck was picked up aud dalive

T TR
- i

>,
Y

)
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to a pgiﬁt. The Varora people camz and go% the truck and drovs
it away and unloaded it ard ragufnad it and then the truck
was returnszd. The?a wears sever%l thousand dollers involved
in that. I forget the exact amount. $10,000‘or $15,000 in

cash and arms -- +hat is th

1t

total- amount.

A

Chairman Church. Where did Varona live during this =insz?

Mr., Breckinridga. He was

!-f-
I

Miami. The last I heard hs
is now an automobils salesman in Jew York or somz such place.

Mr. Schwarz. "hat is his firs% name?

k4

Hr. Brackinridgs. athony.
Chairmaz Church. VWas he also a Cuban exila=?

Mr. Breckinridga. Yzs, sir.

e

Chairman Church. Had he Mafia connections?

7 1is

pg

1 no

ry
3
>

Mr. Breckinridgs. Thz only connzction that we
tha* in latar rsporiting %hars wars indications tha’ he had

associations with crinizals who had uszd him for obj:=ctivsas

of th:ir own.

[ 4
-

Mr. Schwarz. Xickbacks?
Hr. Breckiczridg=s. Bu% the natursz of his associatics is
not clear.

Mr. Schwarz. Isn't there & docun-n* in h

v

r2 thet suggszssts

1t was to pay kickbacks tc some official of the Cubarn govarmment

. . i s
in connsction with ganbling operations? S <

Mr. Brzckinridgs. I don'%t rscall +ha* now. : E

v

Mr. Schwarz. Thars is & documant suggesting that by son.ont
LI

bt e ot s w s W GAGFRRIDZE L ' ¢
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I know.

.

-

~ Yr. Breckinridge. Thz first man who had +thz job in the
Offica of the Prime Minist=r, this man did get kickbacks from

tha crininals. I think tha+ mus:t be ths ones you remembec. e

*

'

took r=fuge in the Venszuslan zmbassy and staysd thsre until

1964. Hs finallv was givan safs conduct to pass out. The

Msxican embassy *took over from Vznazuzla. Cuba broke diplcmatic

ralations. Ha corntinusd to be a political r=fug=az in that
zmbassy uantil th= fall of 1964.
Chairman Church. What was Varoaa's motive for particinat

»

i~

in thz plot?

Hr. Breckinridgs. Varona was on2 of tha exile lzaders
who wants=d “o0 overthrow Castro. He wan+tzd mors firancing ithaxn

b3

he had. Hz would cocperatsz with anyonsz.

IS

T
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Mr. Schwarz. I would like to pick up on the discussion

we had.

Chairmaﬁ Church. Mr. Schwarz has five minutes more, and
we will conclude, and I would lixi to ask the Committee cc stay
on for ten moée minutes for an executive session.

Mr. Schwarz. In the discussion we had on the use of
criminal elements, we have dealt with the Castro operation.

In the middle of the book supplied to us by Mr. Breckinridge
earlier this week, there is a discussion aboﬁt the Lumumbo——— |
operation, and the Agent Q. J. Win.

Now, is it a fact that Q. J. Win was the agent, or asset,

however -you would refer to him, who apparently was considered
for tﬁe effcrt to assassinate Luﬁumba, which never tock place;
is that right?

. Mr. Colby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Schwarz. Mow, 1is it accurate that Q. J. Vlin operatecd
in ﬁurope trying to spot and assess individuals whom the Agency
could.use "in safecracking operations?

Mr. Cblby. This is what is reﬁorted, and it 1is quite'
possible.

Mr. Breckinridge. The record indicates that.

Mr. Schwarz. And is it further so that one of the CIA
officers who first met Q. J. Wiﬁ in Luxembourg, was on a:
trip overseas to find safecrackers and document suppliers?

\ o

Mr. Colby. Yes, that is what it séys. ) L | ’),

A .

T szvﬁ”rﬁflsr
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- | ’
' Mr. Schwarz. DNow, just as a matter of historical record,
is the OSSlthe predecessor of thchIA in some senae° .
" Mr. Colby. Yes, sir. | . ’
Mr. Schwarz. Ais it correct that "Lucky" Luciano was used
to help the 0SS in connection with cperaticns in Italy during
the Second WOrlé.War% . .
Mr. Colby. I don't know, but I have heard that story
as well; It is an extehsive story but I don't know the facts.
Mr. Schwarz. For the record, Mr. Luciano was a lMafia
figure who héd been deported from the United States, or was in
jail in the United States?

Mr. Colby. Was in jail, I guess, and was later deported

after the War.

Mr. Schwarz. Now, in connection with the instructions WhTCL
!

you issued in 1973 concerning activities outside of the Charter
of the CIA, you received, as we went through the other day, a

report from the Insvectcr General leading up to that in aj of .

\
7~
o

1973?’ . éx
' Z 3
Mr. Colby. That is right. o 7

L«
=,

Mr. Schwarz. And was part of the report that the QIAnjm
had itself conducted for local police departments in Washington,
Arlington, Fairfax and Alexandria, during the pericd 1968 and
1969, a series of classes in items which included basics in
surveillance, photography, basic audio.and ccuntersabotage; and

in addition, . this is what I particularly call your attention to,

N
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locks and picks and surreptitious entry?
. Mr. Colby. Yes, sir,
Mr. Schwarz. ‘I am now reading from pages 225 and 226 of

the 694 {ages, which I will mar!z is Exhibit MNo. 6.

.

marked as Colby Exhibit No. 6
/

Mr. Schwarz. Is it the fact that, for example, between
October 7 and Octcber 18, 1968, the CIA conducted a course for
the Washington Police Department in the subject of surreptitious:
entry?

Mr. Colby. It was inéiuded in that, yes.

Mr. Schwarz; What was the purpose of cenducting such a
course?

Mr. Colby. ie had a relationship with various police
departments around the country. They from time to time would n
like to learn our knowledge of certain subjects that are quite
unique to” the CIA. There are a number of things that we have
to do in CIA which are quite frankly outside the norm of mbst
other agencies of the Government.

Chairman Church. Doesn't surreptitious entry refer to oo
illegal entry?

Mr. Ceolby. Going in secretly, that is whatlit means.
Entering scgretly in some fashion or other, ves.

Chairman Church. That is an illegal activity for local

N .

Lival Iy Y resa a2
}

v
n&.f' Cerr ard o:d 01 e amd -

. (The above-mentioned document was i

for identification.) N ——]
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bolice, is it not? . Vo
- Mé. Cblby. Presumably,.yeé.
Chairmaﬁ Church. Why is CIA conducting courses teaching
local police illegéi activity, Lcos to conduct illegal opo.ations?
Mr. Colb;. I think at that time, Mr. Chairman, that was
at the request of the police department of that area, that they
were interested in this thing, and there is a defensive elerment
of it. In order to know how to protect against sorething, it

is well to know how it is actually conducted.

Chairman Church. Do you construe this activity to be

within the law, the basic statute which restricts your domestic

activities?

Mr., Colby. I don't think it is a violation of the law,

Mr. Chairman.
I did give sorme directive on that in 1973, that we not
engage in this anymore, in compliance with the spirit of the

amendnent to the Law Enforcement Assistance Adninistration

+ 4 v—— e ———— . ——— v o — +

Act, which says that CIA will not provide support to the LEAA
in its assistance to local police departiments. And as far‘as
I was concerned, that is a po;icy that they don't want CIA in
touch with local police departments.

The fact of sharing ocur knowledge of tecnniques with a

local police department does not in my mind get us into actually
conducting domestic police activity. There is a difference

|
1
i
there. . : . LY oN |
i
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with you. - ;

Chairman Church., Yes. But apart from the technical
qucstidh of your jurisdiction, when you engage in‘tcaching local
police departments how to'conduc£.break—ins, surreptitious
break-ing, you are teaching them how to break the law.

Mr. Colb&. You are teaching them how the law is broken.

- Chairman Church. That 1is right. . .

Mr. Colby. Which can be useful to them in their knowledge

of how the law is broken, the techniques that are feasible.

Chairman Church. Or can be useful to them in knowing how

to break the law?
. i
Mr. Colby. It could. It is an item of information that i

i
they can use in ahy way they wish, either properly or impropcrly§

Mr. Schwarz. Are you aware of any situations where govern--F
mental officials, either state, local or Federal, have in fact |
engaged in break-ins within the United States?

Mr. Colby. I know of certain situations related to foreign!
iﬁ%elligence operations where access {0 appropriate targets has
been‘pbtained either through éubterfuge of pretending to be a
workman or something of that nature, and I think in that history
there are some cases of actual break-ins.-

Now, I assure you, Mr. Chairman, we have heen conducting

break-ins abroad. There is no question about that. That is,

ve train our people to be able to do that.

Chairman Church. That is not the question I am raising

- - ———— - =
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Mr. Colby. I know it.

In other words, these courses, it is my inpression, were.

™~

generalized discussions of techniques. They'were not particular
hancholding on conducting a speci€ic operation.
I think I am accurate in that statement.

-Mr. Smothers. Mr. Colby, just a couple of quick qucstions.

First, with regard to the files, memoranda or diaries ycu !

premises? Do you have those matters still there that were

might have of former directors, are those still on Agenc

left by former Directors?

Mr. Colby. Certain ones we do. I don't know of any t

we don't have.

As far as I am concerned, they are Agency property, and when

I leave I am going to walk out without any paper.

i
Mr., Smothers. With respect then tc the ingquiries you have
. i
made with regard to information in the files on assassinations,
. . ;

have these inguiries extended to an examination of these files

of fg;mer-Directors?

‘o wa———

Mr, Bfeckinridge. In one or two instances on specific
pqints we have made ingquiries. We have not gpne'through the
files in general for that purpose:

Mr. Colby. We have gone throggh'that collection I know of !

Mr. Helms' files. I don't know of any specific set of files

— e

called Mr. McCone's files,.

There is an exccutive registry where my correspondence is
. g Tt
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kept, for instance.
~ Mr. Smothers. What I am searching for is the situation
where the generic classification of materials might somchow

have not been complete cnough for us to get particular knowledge)

and”I w;s wondering prior to our next meeting if a search
ofiéAtéd ﬁith'rgspect to the issue of knowledge might be a
fruitful exercise? - - -

Mr. Colby. KXnowledge by previous directors of specifics !

on this topic?

Mr. Smothers. Yes{

Mr. Colby. I think it is easy for Mr. Helms. I think

L

we have.gone throﬁgh.his files. I don't Xxnow of any separate

set of files on Mr. Dulles or Mr. McCeone. Ve will look. |
Senator lMondale. There is a reference to John McCone's

files in one of the memos that I looﬁed at this morning.

Mr, Colby. I will check that, Senator.

et —— v —— =+

'Chaitman Church. That is a good point, and I am glad you
have -raised it.
I think we will conclude.the hearing at this point with
the understanding, Mr. Colby, we will be back in touch with you.!
Mr. Colby. Surely. Many times, I think, Mr. Chairman.;ff
Chaii&én Church. Yes. |
I~iﬁiﬁ* that next week we will not have any formal meetings
of theftnz:ittee, owing to the feccss, but we will then, I

think, we are going to have to go into tri-weikly meetings,
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beginning after the recess, so we can step up the pace fdr .“he

pm——TTD

Senator Mondale. If they could get the Lansdale memo.;N;ﬁ?h

Mr. Colby. Q;yi}}wﬁo_that tiis afternoon.

I would iike to add two things that have come to my attention
on the subject of assassinations, both of which are allegations,
both ¢ which have been knocked down.

There was an allegation, sore man has alleged that he was
working or conducting an assassination in Colombia, and we have
looked into .the specifics of it, and there is absoiutely nothing
to it. I thought I would mention it, I have the facts here

ahd will include them at sone time.

There is another allegation that one of ocux officers

had some knowledge of an attempt against Chou Cn-Lai, and he has§
written me a note that points out that it is impossible for that
to have happened because he wasn't in the place at the tire,

| Chairman Church. Since they are allegations into which
you have ‘inquired, I think vou should make the papers available,

/*"'
Mr. Colby. I will make sure the staff gets those. -

Chairman Church. Thank you very ruch.
Mr. Knoche. Could I point out,'I think we have the answer
to the photographs.

There were seven of these photographs taken at different

angles at the same time, but absolutely different time intervals,

Quring the time that the police had these men in custody.
< .
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Senator Hart of Colorado. Taken by whom?

Mr. Knoche. I am not sure. I am not certain for that

~

particular board that you were looking at.

.

With the blowup, they took this one of the seven photogragi

which gives the best opportunity to look at the face.
Mr.AColby, So they were sepafate photographs.

Chairman Church. Yes.

Mr. Knoche. I will be glad to leave that with you if you

would like to have it for your file.
(Whereupon, at 12:30 o'clock p.m., the Committee

recessed subject to the call of the Chair.)

¢ xre Al P sy T TPIENA
uﬂ r.”\ I 2 “L‘ e

M Blec’ ®° asbaNubuaisd

.
-

=]

———

P





