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MR. MONROE: MEET THE PRESS is originating today from the
studios of WCKT in IMliami, Florida.

Our guest is Ronald Reagan, GCovernor of California from
1967 to "75. The Florida primary day after tomorrow could
prove a decigive factor in Mr. Reagan's campaign for
the Republican presidential nomination.

Twelve days ago in New Hampshire,the only primary so far
where both sides waged active campaians, Mr. Reagan won 49
percent of the vote, President Ford 51 percent.

We will have the first questions now from Tom Pettit of
NBC News.

MR. PRTTIT: Mr. Reagan, do you expect to lose next
Tuesday and, if so,‘why?

MR. REAGAN: MNo, I am goinag to hope to win, but Y recalize
it i’ a horse race, a very close race here in Florida-

MR. PETTIT: Are yon savino you will win?

MR. REAGAN: I never say ths:. I have always felt
that you campaign on the basis that you are one vote behind.
I say that I hopne very much to win, but I know how close
the race is.

MR. PETTIT: But the question Y38, do you expect tc
lose?

MR. REAGAN: I don't think that in a close horse race
it could be a loser for a challenger.

MR. PETTIT: The President has been subject to some
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criticism from you latelv, some heavy criticism. If he
should be the nominee of your party instead of you, could
vou support him?

MR. REAGAN: Tom, I have always said that is a part

of the creed we believe in out in California. Yes, I believe

it is essential to have a Republican victory.

MR, PETTIT: Now, last year, Mr. Reagan, you proposed
a plan to transfer some federal functions to state govern~
nents, and attached a $90 bLillion fiqure to ik.

Much later you gaid you were only talking theory,
that the numbers didn't really mean anything.

liow, for those of us who try faithfully to report
your views, how can we tell wvhen you are making a serious
proposal and how can wa tell when you are only making a
hypothetical example? liow do we know that you are leveling
with us?

MR. REAGAN: Well, Tem, I don't think that correctly

states my position. I said the $90 billion figure was used

to illustrate the extent of the programs that I believe

properly belong back with the state and local government.
MR. PETTIT: But you did not say that at the time.
'MR. REAGAN: $9C billion, yes, is what they cost in
the present budget.
low, I also, at the same time, said two things. I

said that with the transfer of those programs to the states
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| and local governments should go a transfer of the sources of

revenue presently used by the federal government. I also
said that there would not be a net savings of $90 billion
because very obviously the state and local governments would

be taking those same tax sources and using them to pay for

the present federal share, but I said there would bhe considerabl?

savings because, o. 1, you would get rid of a layer of
administrative overhead at the VWashington level and at the
same time I believe the states and local governments would
run those programs far more efficiently and effectively.

There is no crganization in the United States, including
the United States govermment, that has as high an overhead,
administrative ovérhead, as does the federal government.

{Announcements)
ok & % R

MR. BRODER: Governor, I suppose the fundamental guestion
facing your candidacy at this point is this: With the nation
at peace and economic recovery obvious, why should the
Repiiblican party change nominees or why should the country
change Presidents?

MR. REAGAN: Well, Dave, I disagree with the idea
that prosperity is evidently at hand. I know that just
recently some figures have been released to indicate that

possibly the cost-of~-living is going down and that unemploy-

maent is dropping and sc forth. At the same time that some areap
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of the country, particularly in the northeast, have seen an
increase of tens and tens of thousands of unemployed,
but isn't it possible that we are much in the same position

we were at the time of the so-called Hixon recession?

In 1970, the bi-election  that year found the Republican

party suffering because we were in a recession; we had
unenploymert cf about six or seven percent, and we had
inflation ¢f about six and a rfraction percent, and then,
with the 1672 election coming on they started emergency
measures, anti-recession measures; not fighting the
original csuse of all of this which is the inflation. They
brought inflation down to 2.4 percent; they brought un-~
employment down and everyone went into the '72 election and
the campai¢n year talking prosperity and bﬁsiness upsurge.

And then in 1973 the rcof f£fell in. Only this time
inflation was 12 percent and unemployment was ten percent.

Now, I fear very much that we may be in exactly the
same position. Ve have been resorting to recession
emergency mneasures. Nothing has been done yet to fight the
real cause of this, which is inflation.

Now, when the roof falls in again, after the '76
election, as a result of it, is it going to doble again?
Is this time the inflation goinc to be 25 percent? 1Is the
unemolovment goinag tn be donble the ten percent we had the

last time?

e G v gy Settn. D> g
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MR. BRODER: In 1972, if I recall correctly, you keynoted
the Renmublican convention here and strongly supported Mr.
Nixon.

MR. REAGAN: Of course.

MR. BRODER: If the arguments you are makina today
are valid, why weren't they equally valif in 19727

MR. REAGAN: Oh, listen, I disagreed publiclvy on the
basiz of the same thina, of fightinag this. At the same
time, how=ver, let me point out that Mr. Nixon himself was
willinag to admit in that campaign that thinags like wage
and price controls weres temporary measures which he felt
had been forced upon him and that he would nof institutional-
ize the bureaucracy that was running those prograns.

Now, organired labor, the hierarchy of organized labor,
was much opposed to him for not makina this permanent, and
a part of owr govarnment procedure, and he wouldn't do it.

I mrde all of thos things clear and was still speaking
out against the real villain wnich is inflation.

Wow, right now we bave the figures that, under the
praseat administration, virtually a fourth of the entire
national debt has been accumulated in this prief period.

We have gone $95 billion deeper into debt than we were just

one year ago. That is not a way, I believe, for a permanent

sojiution to our economic problems. On the international scene
I bhave been speaking out in the iast few daye on what I think i
wrong there. I think that internationally, in the foreign scen
this country is in great dsnger, and I just read the interview
that has been given by Generul Hai¢ of NATO where he describes

!
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this ae being at the edge of disaster.

MR. WILL: About foreing policy issues. Governox, let nme
ask you a few specific guestions: If youn were President,
today, would you be prepared to tell the American farmer
that you would embargo further grain sales to the Soviat Union
until they and their satellite troops got out of Africa?

MR. REAGAN: I happen to believe in the free marketplace.
I have, earlier I have expressed questions ag to whethear we
properly studied the whole matter of trade with the Soviet
Union. Since that time, being interested in thne farm
problems as I have for many years, and being on the fringe of
farming, myself, I looked into this matter,

We don't have a monopoly on grain. We can’t just stub-
wrnly say we won't seli. I nhappen to believe that right now
the fres marketplace, allowing American farmers to sell their
produce in the international market, even the Soviet Union,
is a greater advantage to us than it is to the Soviet Union,
and I think the mistake that was made with our farmers was
when the uovernment told them to raise everything thev ceculd,
grow 211 the crops they could, and that they would have free

access to the wmarket; and then yielded to pressure from
ancother direction, and after they had harvested the grain, put
an embargo on, and when they were finally released to sell it,
the market had shrunk because they had found other sources,

but also the price had been cut virtually in half,
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T +hink we should turn the American farmers loose on the
free marketplace to do what he can do better than any nther
farmers in the world.

MR, WILL: Governor, if you were President today, would

you support using pressura, such as Senator Jackson'’s measure,

to make econcmic cooperation with the Soviet Union contingent
won them liberalizing their immigration laws?

MR. REAGAWN: Oh, I think, whether that particular specific
is one or not, I think we should -- well, this is what I
criticized about detente. It has been a one-way street. We
are making the concessions,; we are giving them the things they
want; we ask nothing in return. In fack, we give them things
before we ask for the raturn. I think it has to be a two-way
street, and depending con the importance of what it is they
ask, I think that should measure the importance of what we ask
in return,

MR, WILL: Yesterday you made a speecin in which you said
"1f we are going to recognize Castro for the dictator that he
is, we should act accordingly.” You said "Let's have action
match our words.” What action would you use against Castro?

MR, REAGAN: Well, there has been a very strange thing
about Cuba in the turn-arcund in our Administration. We
started last [fay to open up relations, and we began persuading
the Organization of American States to 1lift the embargo against

it. By July we had managed to twist enocugh arms in that

i
{
, /
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organization that by one vete they lifted the sambargo.

And then hare in our own country we appointed Senator Me-
Govern's former advisor on international affairs to a position
in the State Deparitment dealing with this subject. He went on
the Hill and «old the Intergovernmental Affairs Committee of
the Concgress that wa should be relaxing these tensions with Hr.
Castro.

Qur own Commarce Dspartment opened up the trade on the
part of subsidiaries of American corporations, and then, what
I thought wag rother significant, they transferred trade with
Cuba, in the State Department, from the Internatiocnal Trade
Division to the Bast~West Trade Division, which seemad to be
putting an officizl stamp on our recognition that Cuba is a
Russian satzllite.

Now, some of the thinge I think could be done if we
really mean, now, as Mr. Ford said here in Miami just a few
daye ago, that he now recognizes Castro as an international
outlaw and we will never recognize him, well, then, I think
that means we go back to the Organization of American States
and ask them to reinstitute the embargo. I think we tell our
Commarce Department to go back to the embaréo that we had

with regard to American firms dealing with him; and we do a

number of things of that kind. We might even ask Mr. Rogers,

“ new, where he stands with regard to Mr. Castro.

MR, OLIVER: Governor, at one point in the New Hampshire
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primary, in the race, it was generally conceded that you were

O

ahead. Then President Ford won. Similarly in the Florida PT39

mary -race, at gpe point I think most of the polls showed you

e ———

to be quite a distance ahead. Now, you are said to be neck
and neck. You claim to be neck and neck. Why this slippsge? |
What is happering to vour caupaign on both of these primary
states?

1iR. RFAGAN: I never thought that it was slippage. Cer-
tainly vou have got campaign pecple and campaign aides who :
jovoualy come out and proclaim when a poll reveals, if those

people who will state,'now that more of them are stating in
my way than in the other way and they do the same thing.

But in each instance there was a large block of undecided.
Now, no cne could realisticallv believe that that block of un~

decided would not polarize and begin to take gides.

My own faeling has been that it is an uphill fight i
against an incumbent. An incumbent has a great many things i
that he can do., For example, he can make news and be virtually?
on the network news and on the front page of the papers every i
day without moving out of the Oval 0ffice. In addition, an i
incumbent can go into an area and announce that the shipfard
is going to stay open. Ee can go to another area and say
that the highway is gcing to be built. He can stand in front

of a group of disabled veterans and tell them he is going to

build a new hospital. And these are all the things “ha:z go wit* -
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an incumbency that a challenger can't do.

Now, I have only met Mr. Ford in one contest and that was
in Vew Hampshire, and Mr. Oliver, if you will forgive me for
correcting you here, the unofficial tally had him at better
than 50 percent. The official tally is that this is the first
President in the history of the New Hampshire primary who did
not get 50 percent of the vote. He got 49.4 and I got
48 percent, and then there were write~ins for 2 or 3,000 other
Republican candidates. I outnumbered him better than twoc to
one in Democratic write-ins on the Democratic ballots., I came
away from New Hampshire, I think, as a challenger, with a vic=

torv,

MR. OLIVER: ¥You think the sane thing is going to happen
to vou in Plorida?

MR. REAGAN: If it should happen in Florida, again, we
go by delegates. And right now we are ahead of cur own projec-
tiors in the number of delegates that we thought we would have

at this particular point, not lifting a finger in Massachusetts

MR. OLIVER: No, I am asking about Florida, Governor.

Do you think the same thing will happen among those voters who

have not indicated a praference?

MR. REAGAN: That is the mystery. That is the thing you
don't know. That is the thing that makes it a horse race,

I know that we have a fine campaign. I know that the people

working for us have done everything possible to do, and I
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know that going down to the wire, not counting the undecided =-
yes, we»still had an edge. But that block of undecided is big
enou;z;zo turn that edge. And as I have said right now, not
getting the press attention in the primary i8 jin a number of
states where they are having caucuses, choosing conventcion
delegates, we are yrunning ahead in theose stetes that are
going at that right at the moment.

M%. MONROL: Governor, in connectionwith your criticism
of detente and talking about taking a tougher line with Russia,

would you have challenged the Soviet Union and the Cuban

troops in terms of their interferance in Angola tiie way

President Ford and Secretary Kissinger did?

MR. REAGAN: Well, was that really a challenge, or did the*
go before the Conyess and ask the Congress to support then

in trying to arrange a coalition government which would include

the Communists?

MR. MONROE: What would you have dJdone?

MR. REAGAN: Well, the peoint that I have been making to

audiences here, and I have to include myself with the
audiences in this, the argument that went on in Washington was
done without any =~-~ well, without the American people being
provided any information on the strategic importanca of Angola.

This asgain is a part of the weakuess of our national policy,

or our foreign policy. We have not bem told the facts as to

whers are the strategic areas that are important to our naticnal

security.
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We weren't told, is Angola important? Does Angola with a
Pussian presence there in any way endanger our national se-

curity? If it does, the people have a right to know this.

ff it doesn't, them I don't know what the argument was all ‘
about. We shouldn't have bothered. But I think to say that E
the Ford Administraticn was defeated by Congress on the mattert
of whether we should help and try o defeat the Soviet in-
fluence ignoves the fact that, no, they had already agreed
that they would go for a coalition government involving the
Communists, and we found out in Laocs that when you have a
coalition government with the Communists that means the
Conmunists eventually run the country.

R, MONRCE: In terms of your own assessment of the impor-
tance of Angola, would you have done anything specific, any-
thing different from what the President and Secretarv Kissinger
dig?

MR, REACGAN: I have to tell you that I don't have the facts
on that, At one time I thought I did, but this was prior to

this particular trouble. Back when it looked like Angola was

a briefing from Navy sources that indicated the Navy bad great
concern about the ability of forcs on 2ngola being akle to
control the south Atlantic sea lanes, particularly our tankers

ccming arcund the tip of Africa,

Since that time with Russia's activity up in Somola and
up in the Indian Ocean, Lhe same paople hava ravealed Ansiola
did not loom so important because Russia can head off those
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tankers without letting them come around the tip of Africa. So

I don't know what the other facte were that wers javeivad.
MR. PETTIT: Governor, you consider yourseif to be a

stauncli anti-communist; I would guess?

MR. FEAGAN: VYes.

MR. PETTIT: Ever since your days in the Screen Actors'’
Guild when routing the Communist influence in that union was
inportant in Hollywood. Let me ask yvou about your views of
Henry Kissinger and what he thinks about communism. Do
vou think that Henry Kissinger is naive about the Soviet
Uninn, or do yow think he knows what he is doing?

MR. REAGAN: Well, I am quite sure that Mr. Kissinger
knows what he is doing, but whether what he is doinag is
to the best interests cof the United States or not in the long r
I am not challenging his sincerity or his honesty.

MR. PETTIT: How about his patrictism?

MR- REAGAN: Or his patriotism. But he might conceive
a nore pessimistic view than I have. Ile might believe that
the time has come in which it is necessary to make concessions
to the Soviet Union bec ause we are no longer the llo.l
nation in military strength. My own view is that we becone
once again the lio. 1 nation, as the greztest guarantee for
peace, and freedom of this country. A

MR. PETTIT: Do you think Kissinger has too much
influence on Mr. Ford?

MR. REMGAIl: Well now, I think that is a question you

would have to ask Mr. Ford or Mr. Kissinger. I am not privy

- |
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to tneir meetings.

MR. PETTIT: Do you itbink they arz soft on communism?

MR. REAGAN: Not in the sense of agreeing with
commanism or being sympathetic to it, in other words. ™ hat
tern "soft on communism® I thnk has a connotation in the way
it was used some several vears aao, that someone is leanineg
that way or does not believe that it is such a harsh
philosophy, nr totalitarianism. No, T wouldn't gav that
about either one of those men: whether. as I rnaid before,
there is a peseimistic view in which we have deviated from
the selief that our greatest ability to maintain the peace
depands on cur maintaining military supremacv in the world,

MR. BRODIR: GCovernor. vou spoke of the power of in-
cumbency and we have geen Mr. Ford do a nurker of things
from granting television interviews to making a judicial
appointment with an eye to the Florida voters. Hes he done
anytaing in the course of this campaign that seems to vou
to ha an abuse of the presidential office for political
purposes?

MR. REAGAN: No, as I said before, these are the
powérs the incumbent has. I would hope, however, that
our 2lectorate would be sophisticeted enough to recognize the
uge of those powersvv

MR. BERODER: Now, vou have used hard language in

referrina to hi’ leadership, calling it timid and vascillating.

——— g b, D A~
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liow long can this kind of a struggle batween you and

Mr. Pord go on inside the Reouhlican party, without denying
either of yon a chance to win the general election?

MR, REAGAN: Oh, I don't think this can deny either
one of us a chanre to win the general election because you
onlv have ta compars= the record of the preent Damocratic-
dominated congreoss to see that whatever I said alout Mr.
Ford goes double for them. I think this Demccratic
congress, under its leadership, is the most imesponsible
that I can remember in my lifetime, and I would de everything
I could, if I were the nominee of our party, %o halp
campaign, and, with othereg, a«s a member of a team and see if
w2 couldn’t get a change in that conaress.

MR. MONROE: We have a little more chan two minutes.

HR. WILL: Governor, if you had become President
vhen Mr, Hixon resigned, would you have granted him a fuil,
free and absclute parden?

MR. REAGAN: I don’t thirnk there is anv way to answer
that question from cutside where you don’t have access to
the facts that the Vice President had at the time. After
all, Mr. Ford had been appointed Vice President; he was 2
part of that administration for many months. He was cicsely
associated with the President and he went through the last
horrendous hours leading ur tu the resignation, and wvhat

information he had I have no way of knowing.
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M, WILL: But is there some laformation that you think
is missing now? On the basis of the zvidence you have now?
2o vou have any obijection to the pardon?

MR. REAGAN: I have to sav at the time I #ought it was
a humane thing to do.

MR. WILL: Have vou changed vour mind at all?

MR. REAGAN: Well. no, other than I have to == I
do have to have, I think, that provisn. that T don't know
upon what facts other than humanity it was based upon.

Now, T don't know whether some of the charges that have heen
made that there were still unexplained things that were
hesded off by that, whether that is true or not. I think
maybe in the near future history and the revelations of
others, including President Nixon, we will bhe ahle to shed

some light on this.
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IR, OLIVER: Governor, you said veasterday in a speech

{
that former Presiderntc Niyon was summcned to Chira because, 'Th%

Thinase noped he could expliain to them why America szemg to

be unwilling to play her part as a super power.” Waat is your

gsource for that olaim?

MR, REAGAN: Well, the socurce is an accunuliaiion of

sources. I have had no conversation with Mr. Nixon.
know why he was invited +o China. I haven't talked to him sincp

I called him on Hovambier 1%th, along with Mr. Ford and a numbsy

I don't

of other people to-tell them I was going to make a declara-

tion of candidacy.

But I think this comes from, obviously the knowledge

that the Red Chinese arve interested in the United Statas be-

cause of their fear of Russia, based on their belief that we

are & great super power, number one militarily four
wher they opensd these negotiations.

MR. OLIVER: Have you been in contact with the
government.?

MR. REAGAN: No.

IR, CLIVER: Then how can you make a specific
like that, if you haven't talked to Mr, Nixon or to

ment?

years aqo

Chinese

charge

the govern=

"iR. RERGAN: No, I said I gave a supposition that they

npossibly sent the jet for Mr, Hixon because they wanted to

knows Iz the United States still the super power

it was;
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ig it goiung o hold firm, or are we going o continue making
¢ orcessions Lo the Sfoviet Union to the point that maybe ona
day they night he one of tlhie concesricns.

MR, MOURGE:; T ax sorry to intervunt, bhut gur time is

Rank vou, Governor, for being with ue teday on MEET THE
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Hext Heel: Ffenator Henry (Sconpn) Jackson, D. Washiagton)
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