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MR~ MONROE: MEE'l' THE PRESS is originating today from the 

studios cf HCl{T in l!iami, Florida ... 

Our guest is Rc,nald .Reagan,. Governor of California from 

1967 to "75 . The f'lorida primary day after tomorrow could 

prove a decisive factor in Hr ,. Reagan's campaign. for 

the Republican presidential norninatinn . 

Twel ve days ago in New Hampshire.,the only primary so far 

where both sides waged a.ctive camoaiqns, Hr. Reagan won 49 

percent of the vot,, " Pref;ir'lent Ford 51 percent~ 

We will havP. the first qu&.sstions now from Tom Pettit of 

I i•mc News . 

aR . Pr-~TTIT: Hr .. Reagan, do you expect to lose next 

rm. REAGAH: no, I am goina to hope to win .r but I realize 

it iFi a horse r;,.,ce, a VP.ry close race here in Floriciar 

1-m. ,, PET'l'IT: Are yon savinn you will win? 

MR , RI:AGl\U; .I never sa·,· th,,;!:.,, I have always felt 

that you campaign on th.-... basis that: you are one vote behind ... 

I say that. I hope V""rV much to t•1in, but I know how close 

the race is, 

UR .. PETTIT: But the questio1: was 0 do you expect to 

HR" REAGAH: I don't thi.nk that in a close horse race 

it could be a loser for a challenger~ 

Mn., P:CTTIT: The Pres5.dent has been subject to sc,rie 
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crit.ici~.m fr:o'n yon latelyj sonR heavy criticism . If he 

sho·1ld bP- t .he nominee of yo :.2.r party instead of you, could 

:ou t.mpport hir.i.? 

rm. Rf t.GAH: Tom, I have always said that is a pa.rt 

3 

of the creE-d wa believe in 01.?.t in California. Yes., I believe 

it in essentia l to have a Republican victory .. 

.HR .. PF..'I l 'I'l' : N0w .. last year f ?·1r . Reagan, you proposed 

a plan ~o t. r.ansfa.t· some feder.:,1 functions to state govern-

menl:s, and attached a $90 bi llion figure to it . 

Much later you .-mid you were only talking theory, 

thac the numbers tlidn 1 ·;: r~ally mean anything . 

Uow, for -thor::-e of :1s whc1 try faithfully to report 

youi:.- views, hoi,r can we. tell when you are making a sc~rious 

pro'?osal and how car!. Wf= tell when you are only making a 

hypotheticQl example:;• How do we know that you are leveling 

with us? 

H .. tt. REAGAN: Hell, '110m, I don't think that correctly 

states my position. I said the $90 billion figure was used 

to illust.ri<.te the extent of the programs that ! believe 

p::-:op~rly belong back with the state and local government. 

tm .. PETTIT: Bt•,t yon did not say that at the time . 

MR ,. R.E'.A.GAH: $90 billion, yes, is what they cost in 

thf~ present. budget: , 

:iow, I also" at th~ sam1;? time, said two things, I 

said that viit:h the tnmsfer of those programs to the states 
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revenue presiantly used by the federal governmenL I also 

said that there would not be a net savings of $90 billion 

because very obviously the state and local gove~nments would 

be taking those same tax sourcns and using the1:1 to pay for 

6 the present federal share" but I said there would he conside:r.abl'E 
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savings b(~cause, Ho , 1., you would ~jet rid of a layer of 

administrative overhead at tho Uashinqton level and at the 

same time I believe the~ states and local governments would 

run those proqrams far morP. efficiently and effectivelye 

Th~re is no crganization in thP. United States, including 

the UnitP.d States government, that has as hiqh an overhead, 

II administrative overhead, as does the federal government 

1! ,, (A.nnouncoments} 

I 

J l\·ll{~ BRODER: Governor, I supi)ose th.e fundamental question 

I!! 
11 facing your candidacy at this point is this: With the nation 

I at peace and economic :recovery obvious, why should the 

II Republican party change nominees or why should the country 

change Pr~sidents? 

~m., RE.AGA!h Well., Dave, I disagree with the idea 

that p:rosperity is evidently at hand- I know that just 

rec{;-:ntly some figures have been released to indicate that 

possibly the cost-of-liv:ing is goinq down and that unemploy-

mantis dropping and so forth, At the same time that sc.,rae areas 
I 
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of the country, particule:r.ly in the northeast, have seen an 

inccease of tuns and t.eni:; of thousands of unemployed, I 
I 

but isn't it possible that. we a:t:e r.mch in l:.he same posit.ion 

we .-1ere at tlie time 0£ the so-,!alled Hixon recession? I 
I 

I that year found the Republican f 

party suffering because we were in a recession~ we had 

une.nplc,ymer.t of about six or seven percent, and we had 

inflation cf nbout six and a frac·tion percent, and then!' 

with the 1$72 elect.ion coming on they s~rted emergency 

measures, anti-recession measures, not fighting the 

original CLUS6 of all of this which is the inflation n They 

brought inflation down to 2.4 pe1:cent: they brought un-

em9loy1uent down and everyone went into the '72 election and 

the campai~;n yea.r tcllld.ng prosperity and business upsurge 

And ·then in 1973 the-: roof fell in ~ Only this time 

inflation t•'as 12 percent and unemployment was ten percent ., 

Now, l: .fear very much that. i;e may be in exactly the 

same position . \,e have been resorting to recession 

emergency measures.. Not.bing has been done yet to fight the 

real causs of this, which :i.s inflation .. 

Now, whon the roof falls in again, after the '76 

election, as a result of it, is it going to doble again? 

Is this tir.1e the inflation goina to be 2S percen~? Is the 

unemolo~,mcnt goi'"'<1 tri be do11bJ.e the ten percent we had the 
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MR .. BRO:JER: In 1972, if I recall correctJ.v, you keynoted 

the Re:'ublican cmw~ntion here anci stx·onqly supported Hr. 

MR., BRODET,: If the argrmtents you are mc1kina: today 

arP. ,,ali.-'1, why weren t t th€.,y equ~ll.v vali,:i in 1972? 

REP-GAN: Oh, liwten1 I disagreed publicl·t on the 

6 !I basia of. the same thina, of fightina this. 

11 ti:-tep how'·Vcr, let me p,..,int out that Mr .. :,axon himself was 

A.t the same 
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wilJ.inq t.n admit in tha,: C'lmoaicm th~t thinas like wage 

anrl price controls uer0 temoor~ry mensures which he felt 

ha.d been forced upon hin and that:. he w·ould not: institutional-

ize the bur.cAucracy that runninq those proqrams. 

How, orgtmt'.':ed labor~ th~:. hierarchy of organized labor, 

was much opposPd to him for n,:>t rna.k::i..ncr this permanent, and 

a part of onr govarru:1E!nt procedure, and he wouldn't do it, 

I m~_de all of thos"" thinqs 'Glear and was still speaking 

out against the real villain wh.1cr .. is inflation. 

:{ow, ri.ght now we 1-ave the fiqures that, under the 

prasent adminiatrat:ion, virtually a fo11rth of the entire 

national debt has lmcn accumuJ.ateq in this prief period. 

We have gono $95 billion deeper into debt than we were just 

one year ago. That is not a way, I believe, for a permanent 
sn.il."'.tion to our e.conorn.ic problems. On tha international scene 
l hc,.Vt! veen spr::!J.kiug otd:. in c.i.1c last few days on what I think i 
wi:ong there~ I think that i.nternationally, in the foreign seen 
this country is in great dt,:·ir.n~r, arid I just read the interview 
that has been given by GP,n~~r.::. .. l Hais; of NA'IO where he descri.bes 
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this as being at the edge of disaste1:, 

r.~TLL ?\)out foreing 1,oli,::!y is:.sues. Governor, let me :>1R. n.. t -,... s.: 

tc.day .. would you be pr.epared to tell the A.me?:ican farmer 

thctt yo·,1 •i1ould t=~mbarqo furthet· q:rai.n salf·s tt:; the Sovtat Union 

until they ar..d their satellite t.:.rf'.';ops ryot li.frica? 

I 
I 
I 
I 

l! 
f.i 11 UR. REAGAN:. I happen to beli~ve in the fr.ee rn3rketplaca, j 

! 

- \I 
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I have, ear.lier I have ~xpressed questions as to whether we 

propm:ly studied the whrJle matter of trade ,,,ith the Soviet. 

Unit,n. Since thc.t" t.ime, b,ainq interested in tile farm 

I, 
0 !1 

prol:::lem.; as I ha.Ve ,or many years, and being on. the fringe of 

i I 
i1 

1Z ii 
tS \I 

I 

myself, I }.ook~J. irito thJ.s matter. 

He can't just stub-

'l;>rnly say we won• t sell.. I happen to be LievE, t!.at .::ight. now 

th<.: fre~? marketplace t allowing American f.'.iIT:le~s to sell thei.r 
14 

produce in the internat:.i.onal market, ever. th.:., Sovi,3t Union,. 
15 

is a g:.:eater adv,tntagH to us than it is to the Sovi~:t unir.m, 
rn 

and I think the rr.istake that was made with our farmers was 
·1 

when th€· qovernment told th~m to raise everythir,g they cculd, 
'i8 
,: \.

1 

grow Q.11 the crops they could, and that they would ha~,e fr.ee 

, a.ccess to the m2.rket: and then yielcied to pressure ft·oru 

:: \1 another direction, and after they had harvested the grain, p>1t 

I, an embarqo on, .~nd when they were f.inally rele~.sed to sell it, 
22 I 

l th~ mark;t hna shrtm.k because they ha.d found other sources, 

I 

t!4 I but also tha pricu had been cut virtually in half 0 
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I think we should turn ti:",e 1\mer.lcan farmers loose on the 

free marketplace to do what he can do bei;ter than. any ')the.r 

farmers in the ;,)or ld. 

l 
I 
I 

MR. NILL: GovertJ.or if you tv.are President today, would \ 

you support asing pressur~, such as Sena·tor Jackso~1, s mef.1sure II i 
t:o ,nake economic cooperation with the Soviet Union contingent 

:.pon them liberali:..1ing their immigr;;1.'i::.io:1 laws? 
i r 

MR,., REAGAN: Oh, I think, whether that particular Spt_cific! 

is one or not, I think we sho1.1ld -- well, this is what I 

criticized about detente .. It has been a one-way streetw We 

2lre making the concessions: we are giving them the things they 

want; we ask nothing in return" In fact, we give them thinss 

before we ask for the return" I th.ink it has to be a two··way 

st:r:eet, and. depending en the impoJ.:t.anca of what it is t:ie=.,• 

ask, I think that shou.1.d measure the import~nce of what we ask 

in return. 

t-~R~ WILL: Yt:1sterday you ma.de a speeci1 in which you said 

11 If we are going to recognize Castro for the dictator that he 

is, we should act accordingly .. " You said "Let's have action 

m~tch our words,,n What action would you use against Castro? 

MR., REAGAN: Well, there has been a very strange thing 

about Cuba in the turn-around in our 1~c1ministration., We I 
l st.artE::d last ilay to open up relations, and we began persuading 1 

the Organization of American States to lift the embargo against I 
it. By July w.:J had managed to twist enough arms in that 
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orqaniza.tJ.on that :_)y one:; V<.;te they lifted the crruhargo .. 

And then hare in 01.;r o':vn country we appointed Sena·cor :,fc·-

Govern 1 s f )rme7.' ?.dviso:: ,y1 :.r.d~G::-national a:ffa:i.rs to a position 

in the st~.·;.e Dc~p:-c:~rt.mcnt d~aliug with this subj~ct~ He went. on 

th€: Hi.11 and ~old. ":h0 Ini:·2argove.r.nmental Af f:airs Committe{? of 

i 
I 
\ 

th(i Congreus tha-.:. ·;1...-:_~ '.1h!Juld be! relaxing these ·tensions with Hr .. 

Car:.troo 

Our own Cor.mier.;·ce D~pzi.rtman t opened up the trade on the 

9 i 
pa:r."t of s;ubsidi;;irieB of t'll':.',£-:r5.can corporations, and then, what 

X thou9~1t ~-•aa r2th~~r s.iqnifica.nt, they tranaferred trade with 
10 
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Ci1i'H., in the State DE~pnrtment.:., from the International Trade 

D.:i.v.ision tc t.:.he Ea.st-West T1:;:vle Division, which seemed to be 

pu·t,:in.g an of.f:i.cial st.,~mp on our recognition that Cuba is a 

Rusuian satallites 

Nowe soma of thu thii-.qs I think could be done if we 

rea:..ly mean, now, ai3 ~lr. :B'ot·d said here in Miami just a few 
11 
11[ days ago# t:1at ho now r0cognizes Castro as an international 

1, outlaw and ue will ne-..;rer reco9nize l1im, well, then, I think 
Ii 
,1 
! 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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I 
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!I 
II 

that means ,m go ba.ck to t!1r~ 01~ganization of American States 

and ask theu to reinst:•. t.ute the embargo~ I think W(;: tell our 

Comre~rce Derartment to go back to tho embargo that we had 

with regard to A'literi.cun :2irms dealing with him; and w1:? do a 

numb~r of things of th.at kindn Wr;;; might even ask Mr .. Rogers, 

new,· where he stands with revard to Mr.. Casti·o ,. 

l'-m., OLIVER: Govr=rnor, at one point in th~ New Hampshire 
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.. r1·r...,ry 1·1~ t,1e ·.-;,,c..:., it was generallu conceclecl t.hat you ',•.iGl'e 1.) • • ''"' , ; , .... - ..., -

Then .l?resi.J.ent. Ford ¼'Oll , .Similr~rly .in the Flori:.:.~ P11" 
• I 

to be gui te a dis t,:it'.ce (;.he.:i.<.L Now, you axe said to be ned· 

What is happer".i.ng to your cru,1paign on bot..11 .:,f t:hPse primary 

;rn. R?;lGAl-1: I ne'le:::: thought t:hat it was slippage., Cei:··" 

t:ainl~• ·1~1.1 have got campuign pec,ple and c~-npo.ign aides who 

joyou:.1~• come out and proclaim wh~n a pnll reve3.ls, if those 

p eopJ ~! who 'ilil:l state, now that moi:·e of them ct.re stating in 

r-ty way than in the othor way and they do the same thing. 

But .:.n -'.?ach i:nstance ' :he:i:o wa5 a la:r<Je block of tmc.kcideu , 

1-:ow , no c ne could r.aalistic,illy believe that tha-c block of un-

cieci<lca wc,uld not polo.rize and beg.in to tilke sides .~ 

!·ty o••m .Erlelin~J has been that it is a.n uphill fight 

c::.gainst an inct.nll',0:nt Ar. :L.1cur:tbsnt has a gr·eat m-?.ny th:i. 11g .3 

that he cc.n do,. f'o1: e:"ample, he can rr-.ake news ar..d. .b2 virtually: 

on the net.work news and on tne front p?.ge of th~ papers ev0.ry 

ciay ·•,d.thout moving out of tae oval Offic,J. In addition, a.n 

incur.u-Jt-.mt can go into a:--1 area and announce that the shipyard 

i~ qoing to stay open . fa~ can go to another ar,~a an.l say 

that the highway is going to bF.i built... He can stand in front 

oi a grc>up of disabled veterans and tell them he is goinH to 

bn.U.d a new hospital . And these are all the thing.:.:; ~.:½:-: t: go '.>Jith 
i 
j 
j 
I 
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an incumbency that a chc.lle.nger can't do~ 

{ow. I hr.we only met Ar., Forci ln one contest and that was 

in ·~ew H~:mpshire, and i-1,:-. Olive;:-, if you will forgive me for 

cor .::ectinq ycu here: th;·, ~nof:ficial tally had him at better 

th«;1 50 perc~:.:ntn The official tally is that this is the first 

l'r~,ident in the hi~tory of the New Hampshire primary who did 

not g.::t 50 pHrcent. of the vot€... He got 49 .,4 and I got 

4 8 percent, and ·:.hsn t.h01:r., were write-ins fo::.. 2 or 3, 000 other 

Republican .=audidates :r 01.1-tnu.mbe:ced him better than two to 

on€-. in Demcci:~t:ic ·,rri-t~-ins on the .Democratic ballots. I came 

away from New Hampshire 7 I thin~,, as a challenge1·, with a vie-

tory. 

:-1R. OLIVER: You t.hink the sa-:11e thing is going to happen 

to 1~u in Florida? 

MR ... RE \GAN: lf it should happen in Florida, again, we 

go l.,y de1egl'tas.. lmd r.ight now we are ahead of our own projec-

tior3 in thG mJmbcr o,: delegates that we thought we would have 

at this par1:ic,1lar point~ not lifting a finger in Massachusetts 

~rn* OLIVER: No, I arn asking about Plorida, Governor .. 

Do you thiru: the s.rul:e thi:ng will ha.ppen among those voters who 

MlL REi!GAN: 'l'hat is the mysteryo That is the thing you 

don' 1: know" That. ~-s the 1::hin~; that makes it a horse race. 

I kn:>w th~.it we have a fine ca.mpaign. I know that the pE!ople 

w·ork Lng fer us nav-9 <lono everything possible to do, and I 
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I 
know going down to the wire. not counting ti~~e undecided I 

I 
But t.nr1t 'b.l.ock c;: uadacided i.s big I yes, we still had an edge. 

~ncuqh/ to turn tn.at edge. And as I have sa.id right now, not 

states where they are ha,,ing caucuses r choosing convend.on 

t.ha.t are 

going at that right at the momE>,.at. 

I 
I 
I 

I 
;tr.;_,. ~m:mo.c: Governor.,. in t.'!Onnect.ionwith your c~it:i.ci:.-;~·11. ·1 

c: ;:Ltcmte and talk:ing about takin'J a tougivJr line w1.tn Russia, 

\ 
I 

\·Jou:;.d ycu have challeng-a<l thn !>ov.ict Union and the Cuban 

terms of their ince:r.fi,\r::mce i a Angol~ t.ile way 
I 
I 

President Ford and Se~retary Kissinger did? 
\ 

MR, P.Ei\GAN: We:!.1, -. .. uu; th.:it really a. challenge 1 or did thet 
I 

to s~pport che11i I go befor1:} the Coeyess and asi-;. tl11:~ 
i 

in t.ryi.ng to arrange a coalition gove:rmi1E nt which w,:rnld include I 
I 

the Corri21u11ists? 

'.10NROE: What would you have Jone? 

REAGAN: l1ell. the point that I have been making to 

:\ audiences here, and I have to ir,cluue myself with the 

\ audien<:es in thi.s, t:.he s:.lrgur.v:m.:. that W<;!nt on in Wa~hi11gtof~ was 

l done w1.'thout any -- w-al.l., ,iithou1: the i.\mcrican pfaJple: iJeirlg 

l provided any information on r..he strategic impo!·tcn.t::.; 

\
1 

This again is a part of the w,akuess of our natior,al policy, I 
11 or eiur foreign polic;y.. We have not iJ$:l!). told the fact.s ,rn to. I 
li ,:her~ are the strategic are.as that "re important. to our national 
1, I !I r:ecurlty.. I 

I 
4j 
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NP weren. qt told~ .. s }'.ngola important? Does F.n11ola with a 

?v.ssian presence th.,:re :i..n any \;ay endanger our c1ational ss-

curity? If it does, the pE~ople have a right to know t.flis~ 

Tf it doesn't~ then I donet know what the ~.rgurnent was all 

a~>OUt We shouldn't have bothered But I think to say th~t 

1• the Ford Administration was defeat<..~ by Congr;ass on the matter 
,; 11 

!I 
;> 11 

I 
l 

i: ' I 
ii 

t~t' 'I 

I 
1b 

16 ,I 
17 I 

I I 

' 113 p 
t9 11 I, 

I 

.d, r 
I 

2· 
I 

I 
??. 

1\ 
23 

I 
I 

24 I 

II 

11 ,; 
1. 

ot whether we s·:1.ould help and try t.o defeat t.he Soviet :~n-

fluence iqnot>n,s i:he fact that, no, th€.iy had already agreed 

t.t~at th€y wculd go for n coalition government involving the 

Co;nmun:L-sts 9 and we fou.nc1 out 'ln Laos 1:hat whan you have a 

...-:oali.t.ion govetTJrn~n-:: with th•~ Communists that means t)le 

Corrun·1nintz eventually :run l:ht country" 

'TR. 'fONRO}~: In term3 of your own asfHJSSliW!nt. of the impor-

t~nC(:! of Angola,. wou.ld you have done anythi.1.g specific, any- i 
th5.rig different fro1n what the President and Secretary· Kissinger· 

AR" HEAGJ> .. N: I have to t.E·ll you +..:hat ! don't. have the fact~ 

At <:me tJ.me ! t:ho~..1.ght ! did, but this was prior to 

this patti'!illar troublew Back when it looked like Ango.la was 

going to be rC:-)lease:d ::1s a colony from Po!·tugal coni.::ol 1 lrnd. 

a b-c.:..efing- from Nav·y sources that indicated ::-.he Navy had 9reat 

control the south Atlantic se,"l lant"~s, particularly our tank:\?rs 

ccming around the tip of Afric;,i. 
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st:a..incli ,.nti-·cor:u:mnist; I would guess? 

'-UL P~'l"rIT: Ever since your days in the Scree:n A.ctors' 

Guild when routing- the Communist i.nfluen<.:e in that- union was 

important 1.n Hollywood . Let me ask yon about your views cf 

Hen:::-y Kissinaer: an<l what he thinks about conmunisr.t i}(i 

you thi.nk that Henry Kiss.inqer i.s naive about the Soviet 

Uninnt or do yon thi.nk i.m knows what he is doinq? 

am quite sure that ~1r Kissinser 

krlmrn what he is doing. but whether what he is doinq is 

I 
I 
I 
' I 
I 

I 
t:o the bast ini-ercsts of the United Sta.tes er not in I 

.• ~. '""<'! ,-1 p-. I . 1 . .1 .H-, i. 

1 
l. 

1 am not- challengfnq his since,..itv or hir~ honesty .. 

HR PB'.:'Tr/: How about his pat.rictisrn? 

:·m. REAGAH= •;)r. hls patriotism. But he might conceive 

a nore pei:;sinistic view than I have . He might believe that 

the t.ir:1c has come in which it is necessary to make cow.::essions 

to t.l:c Soviet Union bee au;;e we are no longer the Ho - J. 

na t:ion in military strungth .. My own ·,;icw is that we becone 

once again t.he :10 . 1 na.tion, as the 9.re:zt,t:£-t guarantee fo~ 

peace, and freedom of this country . 

:-m ,. PE':'T!'l': Do you think Kissinqer has too r:111ch 

.influence on nr. Ford? 

!llL. RE.l\GA:h Well now.1 I think that is a question you 

wo1ld have to ask ?!r Ford or Mr , Kissinger . I a,1 not p,~iv~, 
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MR~ PET1'rl' : Do yon :J·•:l. !:-1: they a!.··? soft on communism? 

HR, RI.:lH.iAN: NDt i .:u. the .::;ens~ cyE agreeing with 

t erm "soft en cor.rmunism:• r t H.t: 1-· has a connotation in t:he Wf-1" 

"3bou.::. either or,e ,,f. t ho se man~ whethe::.· fl~ I r.~.i d he fore, 

t:he ,leliflf that. o,u gr1Jatest ability to maintain t.h~ pt=>ace 

depe -:.ds on c nr ma :i..nt:..c1.in.:i.n~r IT..iJ .. itary eupr:-emacy 5.n th~ ,-101:ld ,. 

Mll ., DROD!::R: Gown:-nor you spoke of the power oi: in-

c.rnmb,~ncy an,.:. ¥<-:· rmve seen Hr Ford do a nur.ber of things 

from ryrantir.g +.elevisi.on interv:i.ews to making a judicial 

appo Lntment: with a n eye to the Plori<la voter.~ He.r. hf' i10Tlf> 

anyt.aing in tht: col~rs~~ of this campaign that SP.f'!MS to you 

t:o h~ an ab0Be of the presi<lr-:ntial officE» for polit5,~el 

purp,.lses'? 

No , as I said before, t.hP.sP- ~r.P ~hP 

powecs t.he i:nc1..11nbent-. has I ,•muld hope, however, th,1 t 

lJSe .Jf thosE powers 
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hoiJ Jcnq can th.i~ !•·:.nd of a •.it:t:aggle between JOU. and 

!•1:r. .:'ord go on lnsid6 thu Re.>u.hlf.c.-=.n pcirty, without d"!ny:i.ng 

tm .. RBAGAH: Oh, ;. <kmwt think this can deny eithe-r 

dnminateci ccnq;r.:.,e.ss to see th.."tt. whatever I said aLout rte~ 

P,;:,rd goes <loublH for. b11:1m, I th5x.k. t.hi Denccratic 

congrem,, unde:: it- s leac'!er.shio, is tr."'. most irmspc,nsible 

that I c~n rt-1mfl.r..ber in my 1.i t:et.:i.rne~ and I vould do eve.rythi.:-ig 

I. couldp if I were tht1 nominee of our party, to help 

campaigu, an~, wjth other~ .. i.S a member of a tf;!am and see if 

w:a cou:.dn • t get a chanqe in that co:n,::r.c-.ss 

HR" WILL: Governor, if yon ha<l becor;c ?resident 

~,hen ar, ;li>.<m resignP.d., would you have ,-;.ranted ilin a :u11,, 

MR~ lWAGAN: r don ' t think there is any wa ,,. to an suer 

that q·,,;_estion frnri outside where you don .. t have accesH:, to 

the facts that the Vice President had nt the t:ime .. l\.fter 

all" Mr. Fo:t·d had been appoini.:ed Vi;;e President; he was a 

part of that administration fc,r nany mont:1s. He was c:i..os•,:?l'f 

associcited wi t.h the President and he wont t..'1.rouqh th& last 

horrendous hours lead:Lng ur- t0 the re.si.gna t ion,. \;Ha.t 

inf:orrnation he h~'!d I h:::. 0 ,e no w;iy of knowir.g, 
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i.s rrl'i .. ssinq now? On the basis of t:ie evidence you ha"e now? 

00 you have any objection co the par<lon? 

~m REJ'i.r;~.H: :t h;,:.ve to say :~t th~ time 1 t:mught it was 

a humane thing to <lo. 

~1n. WILL: Have you changed your :mi nn. n i: a 't 1.? 

HR. REAGAN: Hell:' no. other. th~.n I hi:tvr;? to -- I 

cb have to hav~, ! think~ that p::-oviso. that ,: don't know 

upon what facts other than humanity it W;\S h'l~P.d upn:'1. 

How. T: don't know wlvtther some of the char<:res that havfl b~en 

made that t-her.e were still unexplained thi'r19"s that were 

he13.,?d off by that .• whether that i$ true or riot.. I think 

maybe in the near future history and the revelations of 

otherfl,. incJm:U.ng Pr, .. sident !axonr we will be ahlEl! to cihed 

some light on this 
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