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HEALTH 

Hospital and medical services ln America are amonc 
the world's best but the co3t of a serious and extended 
illneas can quickly wipe out a family's l~tetime saving~ . 
·rncrea.sing health costs. are of deep concern to all and a 
powerful force puahing up the coat of living. 

The burden of a catastrophic illness can bo borne by 
very few in our society~ We must eliminate this fear 1:'rom 
every family. 

I propose catastrophic health insurance for everybody 
covered by Medicare. • To finance this added protection ? • 
.fees for short-te?'lll care will go up somewhat 1 but nobody 

. • after reaching age 65 will have to pay more than $500 • 
a year for covered hospital or nurs:tng home · care nor more . 
than $250 for one year's doctors' ·b1lls. • 

, , 

We cannot realistically ·· af'ford Federally dictated 
national hea.l th insurance providinG full coverage f'or all 
215 million Americans. The experieir1ce or other countr ies 

·raises questions about the quality as well as the cost 
or 3uch plans. But I do envision the day when we may- use 
the private health insurance system to offer more middle · 
income families high quality health services at prices 
they can afford and shield them also from catastrophic 
illnesses. 

UsLt1g the resources now available, I propose improving 
the Medicare and other Federal health progTam:i to help those 
who really need more protection: older people a{ld the poor. 

To help Stat,es and local governments g1 ve • better health care 
to the poor I propose that we combine 16 existing Fedr;;? ral 
~~~~:m-3 including Medicaid into a sj_ngle $10 billion Federal 

• Funds -w,:,uld be divided among the States under a new 
formula which provides a larger share of Federal monev to 
thoee state~ that have a ·larger share of low income i"a.mil1ea. 

, I Will ·take further •Steps to imp:.c•ove the quality of 
medical and hospital care for those who have served 1:.-1 our 
armed torce:3. 

President Gerald R. Ford 
State of the Union Address 
January 19, 1976 

.r 



.... 

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 

TllL PRESID[l!T: I d.i.cJ not rd:01:1r .. c:11d d Co'iCrn::,c.;nt 
sponso1'ed natirinal health insurance pr-c•i~l'drn. I clid not 
for tv10 reasons. 

Number' one, I don't think ~:ha t ,:;_ n~tion;-tl Govern-
.. ment sponsored health i.ns11rc1ncc T.Jror,r3m h.1s wo:rkcc..l vc~ry 

Hell u.S fc1r as th2 f>c1ticnt is concerned ;n anv couritry ;,ihcre 
it has been tried, and thc:,t is pii~ticul,11·11/ true in Cre<1t 
Brita.in ancl sevcr,11 othe:r· conntril::~, so I don 1t think it is 
the l..lest way to improve health care. 

Number two, it viould be· vc,.ry c:-:JJ(~n:;i ve, and I 
don't think ,-,c could afford it. Uut, tl112 principal rc'.,J Son I 
am opposed to it is that. it hu~ not worl:~d, and I don't 
think it will work. 

Secondly, tile coc,t h"'.luld )Jc sul<;!:i1,1ti,1J, and t::c 
federc1l budget couJ.J not afford it at the pr·e:_;cnt tin1c;. 

How, 1,1c· have r'ecornmc:nc\ccl unck:r !:c,licc.1ri::'. t\•:o ·..:J.ings : 
One, that a::.; far~ as Federal paymc 11t:; to 1r~.1spi. ta.ls anJ do ctors , 
nur-sing how~:~, thc~rc shoul,J ht2 a 7 pr~r·ccnt incrca:::r:: in price 
or cost for hospitals .:ind nursinJ', hoinc::; ,,ncl a 4 ricrccn:-
incr 1.:::ase fur doctor·::;' bi11 payJ11cnt~; 0y 1:h,:: r,:dcx':tl Cov(~cnmcnt· 

• to the cate;:;orie~; . 

:.Jo1-.1, at the s;1,i1c: tim<.::, I l1.-1ve> '.,,-2cn cnoti,~_h, T 

havt2 :;,::en a ~:;ufficicnt nu1:1bcr of tr'rJ.f,•.:dici; ;_nvo lvi111'. 
cata.strophic illnesses -- and I su:;pcct c)vcrybocly in this 
room knows a Lur1i ly or kno\v s c1 pc l'S on 1-1\io . has bad an 
ext.:cnch~d illness, and if they lwd ,,nv J'C:,t·,urc~~, -ciiey 
_\KTe E0118 a:3 t:lic)J 1,,1crC> bedrid,Jcn h•iU1 hui' r·cndou :; co~;t~: 
hospit;1l , nul'sinr.; home and docto1's for dll cxtcnJecl period 
of time . 

(MORE) 



HEALTH , 

Includ:tng my health care refo1•ri1S, I propose to . 
consolidate aorne 59 separate Fed~ral pro(~rams • and provide . 
flexible Federal dollar grants to help States, citiea and 
local agencles 1n such important arf:as as education, child 
nutrition, and social serviceG. This flexible syate1J. will 
do the jab better and do it cloner to home. , 
To help Stat.es and local govei"nments give better heal th care 
t .o the poor l propose that we combine 16 existing Fed.eral 
program.5 including Medicaid into a single $10 .billion Federal 
gr'ant. , , 

Funds w,,uld be divided among the States under a new 
formula which provides a larger share of Federal mon:::2 y to 
tho5e states that have a larger ·ehare of law .income f'amiliea. 

I will .take further s:teps to improve the ·qual:tt :r of 
Ir..ed1cal and hospital care for those who have aerved i n our 
armed forces. 

Hoapital and medical serv1ce:.t in America are among 
the world'2 best but the coat or a serious and extended 
illness can quickly wipe out a family's lifetime savi ngs. 
Increasing health coats .are of' deep concern to all,and a 
powerful fol"Ce pushing up the cost of living. 

The bu1'den of a catastrophic 1llnes3 can be borne by 
. very few 1n our society. We must eliminate this fear from 

evetvy family. 

I propose cataatrophie': health .insurance for-everybody 
covered by Medicare .. • To finance thi~ added protect:ion , 
f'eea foi• short-term caJ.~e will go up somewhat, but nob ody 
af'tor reachj_ng age 65 will have to pay more than $500 
a year for covered hospital or nur21ng home care nor more 
than $250 for one year.' s doctox•s' bills. • • 

We cannot realistically afford Federall~r dictated 
national health insurance pro\riding full coverage for all 
215 million. Americana.. The • experience of other count1"'iea • • 
raises questions about the quality a5 well as the cost 
of such plans. But I do · env1s1on the day when we ma¥ -use 

, the private health insurance system :tooffer more middle 
, income families high qua.lit~r heal th services at pricec 
they can afford and shield them also from catastrophic 
illnesses. 

Using the resources now available, I propose impr oving 
the Medicare and other Federal heal th program 'O il fo those 
who really need more protection: older peoplfand poor . 

. J 

President G1 rald R. ~1 ord 
State of the Union Addr.ess 
January 19 I 19)~ --

, . T 
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NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 

THE PRES IDDJT: I d0 not ~,?lievc that \,e. cdn, at 
the present tiDc, emburk 011 a broad Gov~rnmcnt or~~nizcd, 
fJ.·nanced d 1· r,..-·,d' ,-- ·1.,..h -i r-,• -, , .,,., .. rr ·r b 0 1·,_,,, ., an Clre ... c..·:. f\E;,.-. c. .. -Ew..!r-:,nC<? l-ru['"~u.11. j_ :.. . l_.e, 
however, that \,e :,.;hcuic. ir:-,:nediatc-ly, ,:s I inc:icat,;d in the 
State of . the U:-li•.)n a,jdress, move to Fhat is best knoHn c1s 
c-2.~astrophic in1:o11x·ance for those who h2_,_,e e:-~tE:r,r:e.d illnes~es, 
whose re!:.ources r;.Y'C (irained and 1-:ho have no me,"lr~s .,,.hatsoever 
of adequa.te heal ti1 c2re, doctor car~, hospital or r.ursir.e 
hom8 care. 

'~-
I thi-nk ,-1e fT\t1st t2ks ::.7irst thinr,s f i:r-::;t, r-.;1l<G tne 

pr60 ram ~-JOrK 2.nd rnolfe f1.--om there after 1-:e arc su:ce th2t 
prograra is operating properly. 

PRES IDSlff fOR D 
FEBRUARY 8, 1q 7 6 
UNIVERSITY OF JEW i·lAMPSi 
DURHAM, t!SW H,\HPS rilR£ 

1· 
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NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 

• • • • .. 'I ' • • ' ---

THE PRESIDi.~I;T: I d0 n0t believe that \.'e cdn, at.: 
the prese;nt ti.nc, err.bur}<. 01:. a broad orp:a,-:j_zcd, 
financed and direct~d he~ith ins~ranc~ progra~. I beli~~e, 
however, that we shcui~ iomediatcly, 2s I in~icatcd in the 
State of . the Ur-Lion a_,jdress, move to \-.1hr1t is best knm,rn c1s 
c2.-tastrophic. in~11x·ance for those who hc.'Je ext0.ni::t:d illnesGes, 
whose resources ;;,rc <~rained and \·!ho hive no rnec'"r..,_s ·,,1hi1tsoever 
of adequate healti1 car8, doctor care, hospital or nursl~B 
home care. 

I thi-r.k ,-,e P"l\lSt t2.k~ first t1-d.nr,s f ir::;t, r-.:1l<2 tne 
pro.:;l."'am ~,;ork 2.nd mo 11e £'po1:1 the;re after ,,:e arc s ur'e th 2. t 
prograra is operating properly. 

PRESIDSNT FORD 
FEBRUARY 8, !9 7 6 
UN IVERS J.TY OF :~EW I·lfll·1PSr 
DURHAM, l:!SW FL\HPSrilRE 

I/ 
j' 



HEALTE 

I think it is the greatest traGedy! As a mat ter 
of fact, there are about th~ee million of those people . 
who are _today under Medicare. Three million out of 
24 million. I have· recommended that the federal Government 
institute a program to take care of catactrophic iilnes ses 
and how would it be done. • • 

It would .be done ~y saying that no patient 
would pay more than _$500 a year for hospital or nursing home 
care or no more t~an $250 a year in doctor bills. That is 
.a ~ational ceiling and after that, Medicare would take care 
0£ the total cost. • 

The individual under Medicare would make his 
paymertts as he is doing it today. I think it is the 
right thing to do. It t u.kes . care of a critical, cr.uci a l 
problem that I have seen; some real. tragedies all over the 
country. 

PRESIDENT FORD 
FEBRUARY 13, 1976 
THE BAHIA MAR HOTEL 
FORT LAUDERDALE, . FLORID, 



MEDICARE 

Md . · r'have proposed major improvements in the 
e :i.care pr·oe"cim to m 1, • t 

• . - a· al\,e l serve you better One of th most impor·tant • r t • . • e heal th . .,., J..nprovem~n ·s is tne cre<'.!tion of a system of 
. lnu~runce that would·pay ill but aver small 

. fraction o: thr-.: c2. tc:1.s tro ;-- .; . . • Y 
Care and pu .. .1.C cost .of cor.ip1e:--: ·or . extended 

treatment. 

Let me put it this way. There is no reason 
that older ~nericans should have to t o broke just to 
get well or stay well in the United States of A.i-:ierica. 
Under my proposal the individuals'contribution would go 
up slightly, but consider what the increase would 
provide. • 

ilobody eligible for Medicare would have to pay 
more than $500 a year for hospital or nursing ho:ne ca.re, 
and this does not !nectll that you pa:; the first $ SCO of 
your total cost. You would pay only 10 ?e~cent of the 
total cost, or $SO 0) whi-::hcvcr is lcs s, and the max imun-, 
annual cost to yoti for covered doctor's services would be 
$250, or 20 per;ent, whichever is less. 

Medicare would pay the rest, whether it costs 
$1,000 or $10,000 or $50,000. It is a iood program, and 
we are .going to make it. 

PRESIDENT FORD 
FEBRUARY 14, 1976 
WILLIAM$ PARK 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 

i 
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MEDICARE 

,- • Those wli_o d __ on ___ ,·t .. _QU_,::lif~r "Pon' -~ l, l • th t - ' - uc tQ<1ni money 
a ·Y~y:should -have~ "}):·1n,. th'e \ fic •ld of" hcc1lth care, th2 

Federal Medic a re p...,0 ,,.r • · , 9 7 • • ·:· - • ~' 
bill· f .... • • .. ' ' am in _,_ 6 \fll.1. provide more than ~17 

ion or Lhe health care of 2u million ol~er and dis-
-~blec;l Americans, about · 1 million 400 thousand in the g- t S riGht he~e 

J. ea • ta te o:." flor_'idcJ.. / 
) 

·r 'have proposGd major improvements in the 
.Medicare pro . • B~am to make it serve ydu better One of ~he 
:o~t im~ortant improvements is th8 creation ~fa system of 

ealth insurance that would·pay ~11 but 1 • • f t · - .:-. . a very sma 1 rac ion o:::- the=: ce. tas. tror i'.; . . f 
d .iJu .. .LC. cost .o • comp-le:-: -or . exte11ded care an treatment. • 

Let me put it this way. There is no reason . 
that older ~nericans should have to ~o broke just to 
get well or stay well in the United States of Al-:1erica. 
Under my proposal the individuals'contribution would go 
up slightly, but consider what the increase would 
provide. 

lJobody eligible for Mcdicar.:; would have to pay 
more than $ 5 0 0 a ye.2.r for hospital or nursing ho:r.e C3.re, 
and this does not !nec::tn that you pay the first $SC0 of 
your total cost . You would pay only 10 pe~cent of the 
total cost, or $500, whichcvct· is less, and the maximum 
annual cost to yat: for covcr~rt doctor's services would be 
$250, or 20 percent, whichever is less. 

Medicare would pay the rest, whether it costs 
$1,000 or $10,000 or $50,000. It is~ iood program, and 
we are .going to make it. 

PRESIDENT FORD 
FEBRUARY 14, 1976 
WILLIAM~ PARK 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLO IDA 
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SOCIALIZED MEDICINE 

QUtSTION: • In view of all the news items ab6ut 
social medicine in Britain, do you feel that socialized 
medicine in the United Stat~s could succeed without being. · 
a bur.den to the taxpayers? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think any nationalized medical 
.system, anything comparable to that which they have had in 
Great Britain and in a number of countries won't worr;. and · 
I would vigorously oppose it. 

\ 

Pres. Gera:id Ford 
Mary E. Sawyer Municipal Auditorium_ 
Lacrosse, Wisconsin 
March 27, 1976 

-.I 



SOCIALIZED MEDICINE 

QUESTION: ·In.view of all the news items about 
social medicine in Britain, do you feel that socialiied 
medicine in the United Stat~s could succeed without being . 
a burden to the taxpayers? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think any nationalized medical 
.system, anything comparable to that ·which they have had in 
Great Britain and in a number of countries won't work and · 
I would vigorously oppose it. 

\ 

Pres. Gera1d F'ord 
Mary E. Sawyer Municipal Auditorium_ 
Lacrosse, Wisconsin 
March 27, 1976 

•. f 
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President 1-( •1r1 1 Con1n1 it tee 

·RURAL HEALT!l CONCERNS 

There L~, .:1 serious nnd growi.ng disparity lier-1-1cen the.: 
.. hcalt:h o[ thu 5(; rnj Llitin 1\lilc)1·ic::111s v1hu ·11vc! in nn-al /\1nc·1..-i c a 

•,,· Clnd t.hc1l o[ th.:: g('llC:1:a:i populat.:iun . Phy:;ici:1n and dent:j'.;L 
shoi~tng,~s _,irc. ·1, 1or0 acu.t:c ·i_n · n1ral · America , L!rn0i:- 1;cncy · mcdi.c,11 

,.;• 

. servi.c~s ~11-c lc·ss ·· _;.1v~1iJ ~1b.1.e, occup~1c j_l-,rtal in_} l1ry ar\d ·c1cci.di:..;nt -.>;··'~': . 
·.. r ,it e;-; . an~ f:1 r h ir.h c: r ;rnd • c ()mpr c·hens iv t.: he ,d. t: h and pub lie • ._. '-.i; ··· 

hea-1 th scrvj_cc,s . <lrl! lc•.s·s ·.'.lV<.1iL~bl.l:i . • 

l-' or f.11~ t.oo lon g rural heal t:h p i·ob 1 vrns ha VC! been ig n or e d . 
Rural hc;ll1h c,il."e __ \•1_:1s. Lo!,l'·:: si;'.liL ,;[ in the gcnccnl bt·c;1k--
cJnwn ol nll n ~i-nL .SL:rvici=s .1:esul.ting fru1n L!H) gni,.tC 111igr ;1r::ion 
of our populaLi.u:1·.f_rom farm , t: .o city during Lhe f irst. haL7 uf 
rh:i.s cenLury . Ir\ The '. last · d()Cc)JC; this_ flli)',r::tl'itm earn(! tu .:1 

h a l t: and t: 1 ) . s c m ,;! C? x L:C 0 J;. \' a :, , r <.: v c r s e d . F r rn 11 l 9 7 0 - l ~) 7 3 , L h e 
r,tlc Cc:r r u,,tl areas actui.llly 12xccc'.1.l.:..:u tht: grmvth ra t e 

for . met:rop0lit:,1n -, a .rea.s, _thus compounding the problem . • :. ·'.: .. 
, \.' \:.: :. 

',.. .,~1 ,' . .. ' The . Sccrct::iry ofllealL··h, ,Educa_cion, , ;rnd hlclL:irc hi:ls 
designc11:ed .l ,liOO c _o Jml_iL:S and ccgi.ons. ns critical hcalll , man - •.,, .. 
pm,.Jc1· ,;hoi·t.(1gc; ilre;t,, \-1 h c.;rc _U1c:,r·l,::·.;lr('. t:oo c l~1,-; dc1ct:ors, dcnLi.st:s, ·• 
nurses ;1nd . ucl 1L~1~'.- h.();__i}t: h . profc::s-'::;ic,n:1Js t.u pr()\)(:r.ly scrvc _Lhe 
popuL:i ti,on . ___ M.o .~, L:,, .~)f .tl1cs~ .,an.:;_ in ... rLiraL ·. areas . .. .. . . 

·:,_•.:_ .... .. ~- ... • ' .. , .. ·. 

' ., -~,!:) 1\\_. >17 ;:- • , Le t me a r f j rm , in o u r N ,H: ion ' s B :i. c c~ n L: c n n i. a 1 y E! a r. - - w h i ch 
c0.lebr;1L.cs .. to ~; _uch ;a ;r,.1:e,1l'. .. cxtc:nt: .the posi Livc vnJ.ucs of our 
n1r31 hcLili1gc.:-- t'.h;1x \-i c !:>hall: makc ;1 m;i,'1oc. cu1rn ni.t:111cnt: t:o cht:; 
irnr 1:ov~11:c.:.n.r ,u.L :h ,c,1 LL h Y ar~ ... i. .n _..:QU L ru r i:l l . COl) l[i'l lln i L i.l! S . 

. :·,.1. 

"t,, . . t., .. '.,, -

1 c a Ll . up on , .. ·;1 l l o u r . r c ovJ c .. ; . , ..r.lH ;i 1 ,1 n d u r b ~m c1 l i k e , 
suppo1· t ; ' Lh.e gual . uhinq.u:0.v_i:ng_;_:t:hequ;.1JiL;y ·of rurnl lite_ 

. b CL l(~ r • h ca:l th.. ~''.' ... J :·. ,,:. ·:: ~- . • ..•. :.: :. ·;_ '.c .... . .. 

. . 
..: '.) 1 . •. 

. : 

·:: I/,, , ,/ 1 (/ ,. I II t , . / 

PrcsiJcnt Gerald R. - ford 
Pn:ic.: 1;iniat:i.on ol' Ndti.unal. 

l h! [I l th \~cc k . 19 7 6 
April L. , l97b 
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HEALTH 

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 

THE . PRESIDENT: Let me add one other point. r· 
have, however, recommended a national -- not a national 
but a catastrophic health insurance program for Medicaid 
and Medicare people. There are roughly 25 million 
Americans who come under Medicare and . Medicaid who are --
about three million bf them .have in one way or another a 
catastrophic iliness where the costs are.high because of 

_long ho~pital or nµrsin~ ~ome care, 6r the costs are high 
because of operations or medical care. 

I think ue ought to help those people wno are 
. tragicaliy hurt ·by these catastrophic illnesses, but it is 

a limited pro~ram to help t~ose who see their savin~s gohe 
and who are forced by these tremendous costs to, in 
effect, go on welfare. 

PRESIDENT FORD 
APRIL 9, 1976 
SAN ANTONIO CIVIC CENTER 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

v · 



HEALTH 

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 

THE' PREStDENT: Let me add one other point. r · 
have, however, recommended a national -- not a national 
but a catastrophic health insurance program for Medicaid 
and · H~dicare people. There are roughly 25 million 
Americans who come under Medicare and .Medicaid who are --
about three million of them .have in one way or another a 
catastrophic iliness where the costs are.high because of · 
long hospital or nursino; home care, or the costs are high 
because of operations or medical care. 

r' think ue ought to help those people who are 
.· tragically hurt ·by these catastrophic illnesses, but it is 
·a limited prog-ram to help those who see their savings gone 
and who are forced by these trem~ndous costs to, in 
effect, go on welfare. 

PRESIDENT FORD 
APRIL 9, 1976 
SAN ANTONIO CIVIC CENTER 

. SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

v-



NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 
. . 

,.. • TJ{E PRESID..ENT: .I di9- not recommend to .the Congres s in 
the State.of the ·Union ·ue~saee., nor do I intend to in 1976, any 

. . national heal th insuranc~ program. • I don't think· we can aff ord 
-~ t during a budget year whe.re we are tryi1_1g to save money. I • 
dontt think we have it finalized to a degree that it is 
·acceptable. 

I think any plan that has been put together so far does 
I . 

not fit in with~our unde~standing or our beliefs for the pa t ient-
·_ 1do~tor ·relationsh~p. : I just don't beliive that the United States 

ought to embark on a·program of that kind. 

PRESIDENT FORD 
APRIL 10, 1976 
EL PASO CIVIC CENTER 
EL PASO, TEXAS 



NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 

• TtiE PRESID..ENT:· .I di~ not recommend to .the Congres s in 
the State . of the ·Union · t1e~sar;e., nor do I intend to in 1976, any 
.national health insuranc~ program. ·1 don't t-hink"we can aff ord 

• ·it during a budget year whe.re we are trying to save money. · I • 
~ontt think we have lt finalized to a deg~ee that it is 
·acceptable. • 

I think any ;plan that has been put together so fa r does 
not fit in with-our understanding or our beliefs for ~he pat ient-

•. do~tor · relationship .. • I just don't believe that the l.Jni'ted: States 
ought to erabark on a· program of that kind.' 

PRESIDENT FORD 
• APRIL 10, 1976 

EL PASO CIVIC CENTER 
EL PASO, TEXAS • 



------

OLDER .AMERICANS 

MEDICARE 

• 

Being in poor health for a lonR time is b~d 
enough without having to worry about t~e ruinous econonic 
effect of lon~-term illness . I have su~cested a plan to 
insure that older t,mericans wi 11 rece.i ve P1edical and 
hospital care they need with Out 3oin3 brok2 in the ,process. 

Under this suggestion, Medicare patients in 
hos?itals or nursing homes 1vould never have to pay more than 
$500 a year for medical care or ten percent of their total 
hospital bills, whichever is less, for covered doctors 
services. The maximum would be $250 or 20 .percent of the 
total, whichever is · less. I1edicare would pay the rest, 
whether it costs $1,000 or $10,000. 

I want see Ar,1erica I s dlder citizens live their 
lives in dignity and in security and in the very best 
possible care. So to the Sisters of Mercy, who have given 
r::ore than a century of service to t;1e sick and to the 
disabled in· Ar:ierica. They have shmm countless tines that 
the quality of mercy blesses both those who receive it and 
those who give it . 

PRESIDENT FORD 
MAY 7, 1976 
BERGAN- :t-1ERCY HOSPITAL 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

-----· - --



MEDICARE 

3eing in poor health for a lon.o; ti~c:e is bad· 
cnoug11 wit:·H:iut 112.vin:; to •:1orry about t:-w ruinous econor-:.1c 
-'.!ffect of lon·>t2rr.1 illness. • :.C have su'2::8sted il '._)L:i.n tc 
ins'.lre thr.'..t oldr_;r t',:'.eric:::ans 11ill recc.iv~ nAdical anc 
hospital care they need i1i thout 3oit1;:: brol<2 in t:1e -::>rcc'2S'.i. 

Under t}'lis su:-;rrestion, >l..:cJicar•:: r>a~.:ients in 
;hos:)'i tals or nursin:\ horn.es 1rnuld never hc.:ve ·to pay ;,1or-e '::\a:--, 
"$500 a y2~r for Ll~dical care or ten percent ~f their total 
hosI)ital 0ills, whichever is less, for covered doctors 
services. rfhe i",,axir.1u1rt \JOuld be $250 or 20 percent of ti·1,~ 
total, ,fhichever .is less. ;1edica.re oould pay the rest, 
whether it costs $1,000 or $10,000. 

I '.,ant o t s e e i\.1 :,e r i ca 1 s d l de r c i t i z -~ r: s 1 i v '.; t.: i'i e i r 
tives in di:-::;ni ty and in security and in the ver:/ b,:!S1 
possible c,1r'e:. ::o to the Sisters of rlcrcy, who ':lav-2 riv~n 
~~re th~n a century of service to the sick and to the 
disa:)lE::d in· 1\ncrica. rrney . have sho• .. m countless ti,'W.3 t)1at 
the quality of D~r·cy blesses both those. vlho recci ve it and 
tj'lose \·iho zivc it. 
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