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THE ELDERLY -----

The President hns pletlgt~d " ... to do •,:- ver vthing -in my power 
to help our Nation demonstr.=ite by its deeds a deep concern for 
the dignity and worth of our olde~ persons. By doing so, our 
Nation will continue to benefit from the contributions that older 
persons can make to the strengthening of our N<1ti.on 11

• 

High on the list of the President's priorities are the income 
and health security for older Americans: 

-- ln his 1976 State of the Union Address, the President pro-
posed that Socia 1. Seem· i ty benefits be expanded by the full cost-
of-living increase. This benefit became effective on July 1 of 
this year. 

-- To protect the integrity of the Soci.al Security Trust 
Fund -- a fund that is being rapidly depleted -- the President 
in his 1976 Stnte of the llnion Address also proposed a smnll in-
crease in both employer and employee social security taxes. This 
incre<1se would become effective January l, 1977 and would cost 
workers a maximum of $1 a week. 

As noted earlier, the President hds also proposed a catas-
trophic health i.nsurance program to limit th<' out-of-pocket amount 
the elderly people must pay for medical an<l physi.cians' fees each 
year. 

In November 1975, the President signed Amendments to the 
Older Americans Act that is intended to deli.vi~r coordinated, com-
prehensive services and meals to the eldf'rly at the community level 
and to enable older persons to live indep0ndPnt lives in their own 
homes. 
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5ecreta11 Cespar w. Weinberger 
Healr, 1, Education and Welf are 
JJO Independence Avenpe s.w. 
uear Mr . Secretary , 

825- c Bal moral Court 
Lakewood , N. J . 08701 

President Ford sta:~es in A.ARP iiewB Bulletin 
".·.tatnca1ning the integrity of the social secur1t ·r sy s t em is e. 
vital obligation----" . 

l:.vldently- vour department 1.s nor: quite in 
a ~1·eement with this statement where it concerns Medlc&:re . 

Unti l August of l9'7e , the rebat e of pa1d 
1nedlcal bills were senr; to us not~ less tnan !'our weeks Crom 
the d~te of mailing . These last several mon~hs , however , 
the payments are delaved. over 12 weeks. 

Tl1ese del a ,,s also effect private insurance 
carried , since they request a cOP'f of the 0 Explana t 1on of 
Benefits" to accompany the claim. 

If 1ntegr1 ty reall.1 extends to ':he older 
and often poorer population , t r ese dela •;s cause hardships . 
Na t urall 7 , t he doctors do not care to a.ccepG assignment s . 

I ~ave asked others for their opinion on 
the s )ject , Tne consensus of opinion seems t o h e that ~his 
will no-:: be taken <.,are of unless we have a new adminls r. ra ;ion . 

Please let us know , e1Gher on newscasts 
or in newspapers how and when :his can be correc~ed. A-:, the 
momen~ , it 1s a VOTE-LOSEH FOR FORD. 

Yours very truly , 

( Mrs . ) Hel en Jchiokler 

PS Private Insurance companies process claims in 2- J weeks . 

cc President Gerald li . Ford 
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Mr. Thomas Turrell 
324 t E. Broadway 
Anaheim, California 92805 

uear MM. Turrell, 

October 14, 1976 

Thank you for your letter espressing support for President 
Ford. Letters from individuals like yourself keep us in touch 
with the concerns of Americans everywhere. 

President Ford has proposed several actions to heJ; the 
~lderly. He has pledged" ... to do everything in my power to help' 
~ttr Nation demonstrate by its deeds a deep concern for the dignity 
and worth of our older persons. By doing so, our Nation will 
continue to benefit from the contribution that older persons can 
make to the strengthening of our Nation". 

The President has proposed several pieces of legislation on soc 
social security and health insurance. Intbh~hState of the Union 
Address, he proposed a small increase in both employer and 
employee social security taxes. This increase would become effective 
January 1, 1977 and would cost the workers a maximum of $1 a week. 
tte has also proposed a catastrophic health insurance program to 
ibiait the out-of pocket amount the elderly people must pau for 
medical and physicians fees each year. 

Thakk you for your letter and we hope this explanation gives 
you a better understanding on the President's policies on the 
elderly. He has not ignored them, but has only ttied to help them. 
We hope your support continues and that the President can count 
on your vote in November. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 
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Mr. Harley N. Cole 
5538 Ranchita Avenue 
Van Nuys, California 91401 

Dear Mr. Cole: 

October 14, 1976 

Thank you very much for your recent letter. We at 
the President Ford Committee certainly appreciate your 
efforts for the President's campaign in working with 
Senior Citizens. California is an important state for 
the President and the support of Senior Citizens could 
go a long way in guaranteeing victory. 

President Ford's concern for the elderly has been 
evident since the early days of his administration. He 
has signed a $22.8 ~illion anti-recession tax cut bill 
that included payment of $50 to each of some 34 million 
individuals receiving Social Security, Railroad Retire-
ment and Supplemental Income benefits. Families caring 
for elderly persons benefitted by a liberalization of 
tax deduction rules. The President has also signed the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 which, 
among other things, provides subsidized housing for low-
income renters and authorizes direct, low-interest loans 
for housing for the elderly. 

The President has also strongly supported the concept 
of the Older Americans Act. Less than a year ago he signed 
into law amendments to the Older Americans Act authorizing 
$272 million for new services and goals - almost seven 
times more than available three years earlier. 

More recently, President Ford has made several new pro-
posals which include a cost-of-living increase in Social 
Security benefits, and a program to alleviate the burden 
of catastrophic illness. 

These accomplishments and innovative proposals have 
earned the respect of senior citizens throughout the coun-
try. We hope that with your assistance this record can be 
publicized to the senior citizens of California. I w;~e 6~·· 6JJc:\ 
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you to contact Dave Liggett, the executive director of 
the President's campaign in California, and discuss 
ways of spreading this information to the senior citizens 
of California. Mr. Liggett can be reached by writing 
him at 5959 W. Century Blvd., Los Angeles, Cal. 90045. 

Thanks again for your support. It's great to know 
that you are working with us and that the President can 
count on your vote on November 2nd. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 

BDN/mb 
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Mr. David L. Lloyd, Jr. 
University of Pennsylvania 

Law School 
Box 1/2083 

October 13, 1976 

3440 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19174 

Dear Mr. Lloyd: 

qu-,u.a.J-
J 

Thank you for your letter of October 6, and your interesting 
ideas concerning the elderly. Mr. Baker has read your 
correspondence and has asked me to respond. 

You are quite correct when you say that a conservative 
philosophy need not be merely negatavist in scope. 
As much as being against something, it represents a 
positive assertion which provides the basis of its 
popular appeal. 

President Ford has been confronted with an overwhelmingly 
Democratic Congress and thus has had to restri•n the bedlam 
which they have sought to impose. Conversely, the 
Democratic controlled Congress has retarded those 
Presidential initiatives which are contrary to the 
majority viewpoints. 

Your ideas are very helpful in providing examples of 
alternatives to existing practices. I am forwarding 
a copy of your memorandum to our Older Americans Desk 
so that they may benefit from your suggestions. 

Thank you once gain for your interest and concern. 
With your help and support, President Ford will be 
elected President on November 2. 

Sincerely, 

BN:TS 
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Box #2083 - University of 
Pennsylvanfa Law School 

3440 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphfa, Pennsylvania 19174 
October 6, 1976 

~r. James A. Baker III 
PresidPnt Ford Committee 
1828 L Street, N.W. 
Suite 250 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

s .. e.u:n ua,. 
G-~. 

Thank you for your response {per ~s. Barbara Norris) to my 
letter of SeptPmber 14, 1976. I have been in touch with the 
Committee's Philadelphia office and have worked the telephone 
banks and signed on for election day activities. 

My first note made the concededly vaque suggestion that Pre-
sident Ford should come forth with ~creative initiatives~. 
While Ms. Norris pointed out that the President has made some 
initiatives which have been stalled by Congress, with the ex-
ception of the graduated mortgage plan, the proposals have 
been less than innovative. Even the mortgage plan is re-
grettably belated in that I understand the President has had 
the authority to fmplementtit for nearly two years. I still 
think the impression fs emerging that the President may want 
to do less of the same old things, but the same old things 
nonetheless. 

I am simply not persuaded that conservatism need be confined 
to holding the I ine against Democratic spending excesses. Rather, 
the Republican Party must come forward with alternatives to the 
very real problems in America I use the term ~must" in both its 
moral imperative sense and also in its practical political one. 
Creative conservatism, properly presented, can be a winning ap-
proach. />.s you know, in the final analysis, most peopl-e vote 
the way their families have voted for generations. Only a 
stronq affirmative reason wil I alter that. Since the Re-
publicans are in a substantial minority, we have the necessity 
of comfnq forward with these affirmative reasons to break the 
traditional voting patterns. This cannot be done by broad 
image strategies, but by careful political market segmentation 
and a program speciffcal ly geared to th~se market components. 
The Democrats have realized this for years. 

..,-.. .......... 

The enclosed memora.gfi'dum is a brief, but specific, hcreatw'i.·v~ ~- 18;;\ 
fni tiativeff which taq1ets on a market segment and has the/,;: ,.v. 
emotional impact to shift voting patterns. Happily, the , o- ;• 
posal not only has strong vote-getting impact, but cal Is or .~ 
a real change with meaningful results for people who des-
perately need some nonexploitfve attention: the elderly. 



Finally, I want to emphasize that my comments are not intended 
to be critical of your Job, which I think has been splendid, 
indeed, miraculous. Furthermore, I fully recognize the I imita-
tions I have fn trying to evaluate the national mood from an 
apartment in West Philadelphia. On the other hand, ft was a 
pipe dream in Plains, Georgia, which has put us in the hole 
we are in today. Perhaps the Washington vantage point is not 
so exceptionally advantageous afteraall •• Thus, while I acknow-
ledge my I fmits, I do not care to sell these ideas short. I 
earnestly hope you catch the distinction. 

Best of luck; I hope I have not made a pest of myself. 

Sincerely, 
, /) 

"k nc I osures 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DA TE: 

RE: 

President Ford Committee 

David L. Lloyd 

October 6, 1976 

Proposed position on Hmeans testH for elderly 
.Americans 

BACKGROUND -

There are approximately 23-mil I ion elderly .Americans. Of 
this number, I understand that more than 9-mi II ion turn out to 
vote in Presidential elections . .A recent pol I disclosed that 
in the current Presidential race, Mr. Carter leads the President 
among these voters by a margin of roughly 601 to 30%, a ratio 
sharply out of I ine with the nation taken as a whole. 

In addition, the problems confronting the older .American 
directlt touch friends and relatives who are not yet themselves 
elderly. The ~senior citizen• bloc must include those in this 
cateqory who are politicized by the issues concerning the elder-
ly. The total electoral clout of this bloc is therefore con-
siderable. 

In recent years, the senior citizens have recognized this 
potential political influence and have set out to organize 
themselves. They have made significant strides at all levels 
of government, at least in being recognized. Sadly, most 
politicians have given them I ip service to exploit their vote 
potential, but have delivered I ittle. Jhe title of a recent 
book on aging says it al I Everybody's Stu~ying Us. 

The most powerful and political senior citizen organiza-
tion is the National Council of Senior Citizens, located at 
1511 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20005. The President 
of the National Councf I is Nelson H. Cruikshank who served as 
director of the AFL-CIO Social Security Department from 1955 
unti I his retirement in 1965. Fol lowing his retirement, Mr. 
Cruikshank taught at Michigan State University, Pennsylvania 
State University and the University of Michigan. He has be-
come a veritable folk hero among the elderly. 

Mr. Cruikshank has taken a leave of absence from the Pre-
sidency of the National Council to serve as co-chairperson of 
the Carter-Mondale Senior Citizens Committee. 

The foregoing makes clear the unmistakable conflusion that 
Mr. Carter has a distinct advantage over the President among 
older Americans and those concerned with problems of ag ng -
a very sizable and political group. This group could make 
the difference in a close election. In the key state of 
Pennsylvania, for example, there are many politically active 
and aware senior citizens. ---. 

If the President could take a clear and mean~1f'l.flil. {and 
on an issue of importance to these people, he cou.~ mater..t'11 ly 
fmprove his chances to be elected. The so-calleci'~means -;st" 
presents; precisely this issue. •1 +JAi 

\/" 
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MEANS TEST 

Title XX of the Social Security Act authorizes a program 
to build and operate senior citizen facilities. These centers 
provide a place for the elderly to meet, play cards and general-
ly reduce the loneliness which plagues them. See, ~•we Built 
You Americat•H, The Sunday Bui letin (Philadelphia), September 26, 
1976, p. 1 (attached}. 

The Federal regulations governing the operation of these 
centere require that a means test be administered to al I citizens 
desiring to use a facil itf. While the Federal standards are 
satisfied by a mere declaration of eligibility, many states 
insist on more elaborate examinatioes. Some of these, Penn-
sylvania, for instance, force the elderly citizen to be sub-
jected to the means test every six months. 

The test is ostensibly designed to screen out those older 
Americans who are too wel I-to-do to qua I ify for the program. 
It is indeed curious that a program aimed at combating lonel i-
ness has an income criterion for el igibil fty. Be that as it 
may, ft is estimated by some that as many as BO% to 90% of all 
the elderly would pass the means test anyway. It turns out 
that the cost of administering the test is greater than the 
savings created by el fminatfng the fffnel fgfbles". 

For example, the cost to administer the means test twice 
a year fn Pennsylvania ts $5-mfl I ion, yet ft would only cost 
about :$1-million to simply permit the "ineligibles" to use the 
centers. Thfs figure is derived from testimony given March 8, 
1976, before the Senate Subcommittee on Pub I ic Assistance by 
Mr. Daniel Schulter, Special Assista~t for Aging to Governor 
MIiton Shapp. Mr. Schulter cites the example of Snyder County, 
Pennsylvania, where the means test cost $4840 to administer 
while servicing all the "ineligibles" would have cost but $900 . 
Obviously not all the inel fgibles would, in fact, use the cen-
ter so the disparity would be even greater. The cost of the 
means test was over 50% of the total governmental cost of $933~ 
fn Snyder County. 

By far the bigger cost, however, is t'he humiliation these 
peop I e go through. The tests seek persona I information, some-
ti mes going far beyond income statistics. Frequently these 
lonely people opt to live with their loneliness rather than 
suffer the ordeal. See, The Sunday Bui letfn, supra. The flata 
sought appears to be for sociological studies and is not re-
quired by Federal regulations. The regulations permit such 
privacy invasions, however. 

The National Council and other local and statewide aged 
organizations are very much up in arms about the means test 
and seek its elimination. The issue is emotional. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The President should announce his intention to abol fsh 
the means test immediately or as soon as possib~~i'··. 

2. The announcement should be made at a ser~r cif~en cen-
ter. r~ ~I 

3. The point should be made that fiscal re~,,onsibi!jty and ' ~,. "'-_....-~ 



compassion for human costs are not incompatible. 

PROBLEMS 

The President is sure to be viewed as a johnny-come-
lately to the cause of the elderly. Perhaps this is too I ittle 
too late. His record on Social Security is not a good one in 
the eyes of the elderly. The Catastrophic Health Program 
he proposed to Congress imposes tremendous costs on the very 
group that tt should be helping. 

The Republican platform is not much better. The section 
on Older Americans is sufficiently vacuous that Mr. Carter 
might be content to run with it. 

SUMMARY 

Inspfte of the problems, the proposal to get rid of the 
means test appears to be an issue which pleases al I sides. 
Naturally, the elderly citizen who no longer has to face the 
personal ordeal of the test is given some welcome relief. 
Those senior citizens who had been deterred from using the 
centers would feel more welcome. Those aged who would not 
have qua I ified under the means test but who are suffering 
from lone I iness would have a place to go to make friends. 
On the other hand, the expanding scope of the bureaucracy 
would be cut back somewhat with a considerable saving of 
tax do I I a rs. 

Here, in an area of great political potential, in an 
area where Mr. Carter has the lead but primarily through 
default, is an opportunity to make some political hay while 
doing an awful lot of real good. 
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The Sunday Bulletin (Philadelphia), Se-ptember 26, 1976, p. 1. 

' .. 

'We Built 
By NANCY GREENBERG 

Of the Bulletin Staff 
Miss Margaret Jane Ryan, a 70-year-old retired English - There are 228,°8Jl people over the age of 65 in Pht'.la 

teacher living in Philadelphia, is the sort of woman who delphia alone, an perhaps again as many in the city'i 
goes years without getting upset over anything more con- ... N_e_w_J_er_.~_·e_y_a_,_zd_P_e_n_n_sy_l_v_a_n_ia_s_u_b_u_rb_s_··-------I 
troversial than poor grammar .. But one day this summer 
she was upset and shouting with uncharacteristic fervor: , Reporter Nancy Greenberg spent 10 weeks talking 

with hundreds of these elderly Americans and officials of 
agencies serving them. l "Regardless of income, we deserve fun! We should be 

1 allowed to be united in our senior centers as the American 
1 states are united .... But more than this, WE WANT FUN! In this (and two related articles appearing on Page 6 ,i 

-WE DESERVE FUN! WE WANT FUN!" - , of today's Focus· Section) she begins her s,Ory of what it 1 
Miss-Margaret /ane Ryan was not the only one angry. _is like t? be "old" in contemporary America. -, . 1 

Or the only one shouting_ at members of the State Com- The seri~s wi!,l continue in Foc_/'8_- tor:io_ rro_w_. •. -· :,_ ~; • [ 
misssion on ·Aging during a hearing this summer on the , .. • t I' 

• ' l'feo .. Turn to P.oge 4 
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1 Continufld from First Page •• 

! 1977 P~nnsylvania Plan for Aging. 
, Soon after Miss Margaret Jane 
!Ryan spoke, a black woman, Ms. Mar-

l'tha Butler was at a microphone telling 
' . the commissioners a thing or two. . 
I "I don't believe in being sassy," Ms. 
Butler began. • "I'm • real obedient, 

• 1 y'hear? But the senior centers belong 
... ,.,.J to us, ' not you. We're first class citi-

1 ,zens. We're the ones who built this 
!'country: The young people ,,_ they 

!don't know what they doin' .. " 
And suddenly from !he back of the 

;room a 76-year-old South Philadelphia 
.woman, Mrs: • Sophie • Satton, who 
!came to .this country from Russia ,. 
screamed out in a thick Yiddish ac-
cent: "We built you, America! We are 
the pilgrims; We are the pilgrims. WE 
'ARE THE PILGRIMS!". 

. ' The. focus •of the anger of these P.1-
derly Philadelphians was the "means 

• • I test" ,(or· personal income report) 
which is now required of all who wish 1 

I to participate in social service' pro-
grams for elderly. 

i Until the spring of this year, access 
1 to any of Philadelphia's 35 govern-
ment-funded senior citizen centers -

1 
or to related services such as home-

•• • 1 ,, ielivered meals - was freely avail-
able to anyone 60 or more years old. 
But since April 1, these services have 

. been available only to senior citizens 
whose monthly income is less than 
$464 for an individual or $606 for a 
couple. 

'- : Under this system, thousands of el-
derly citizens have been made in-
eligible for such seryices. 

. , And those still eligible are forced to : 
fill out a complicated form detailing/ 
the sources of theicincome, whether • 
they are on medical assistance, and so 
forth, and then sign a declaration of , 
understanding that • making false 
stateinents on the form can result in ' 
prosecution for perjury. 

All this to walk into a "Y" basement 
to play a game of checkers. 

r Two such checker players are Vince 
I,' 1 _Giamporcaro, a retired tailor, and f Meyer Kramer, a · retired paperha-

nger, whose playground has been the 
• JYC Multi~Service Center at Marshall 
• and Porter streets in South Phila-
: • delphia. Recently, the two embittered ' 
, men in their 70's had this to say about t' 

: the means test: • 
l ,' . Vince: "It's • unbelievable . . They 

• want to know about your relatives. l 
;:Just to corµe in to a place like . this, ·-1· 

I / / r just. to ,c~m~. ifl, _ V{!(':9ie in ~is.~O'fl'• ,r1 
t' .... 1 4-. . ..,_\ry. We• :••, ,. . • ·- "- •f ,~ ... • ... : ··{(_· 

i' ~ ~J Meyer: • "We fought in two world :.1 
~;wars. We built this country. It's one of 
~; the most degrading _ things to ever 
"' happen in my life. I've paid my taxes. 
;, I've never asked for welfare, never 
• two cents did I ask for." 

. Vince: "I wouldn't tell my children 
.: the personal things they ask for., The 
' things they ask. Why doesn't the gov-

ernment go ask Lockheed to fill out ; 
forms. Heh, that I'd like tq see." 

Meyer: n feel sorry for the sta~f 
who have to.write all this junk down. I 
feel like we're all on .parole around 
here. ' .· . 

Vince: "I have friends outside who 
;: tell me, 'I'm alone, Vince, I fust have 
': the four walls.' l'm ' ashamed to tell 
, them to come to the center, the ones 

who have a few dollars but are lonely 
anyway. This means test would scare 

them away. I think this means test 
was thought up by people who have 
nothing better to do.',' , 

Meyer: "I was a paperhanger .. 
When I reached the. age of 65, I went 
to the union and handed in my tools. I 
said, 'J{ere, give them to some ap-
prentice.' I wa:;, glad to get rid of 
them. I didn't want to be the richest 

1 paperhanger in the · cemetary. Now_ t 
, what do I get? They treat me like a 

chiseler." 
The means test protest is so loud 

and so strong because the test in-
volves the two central facts of the el-
derly: American's life - his -isolation 
and his poverty. 

The eligibility standards have in-
. creased the isolation of many. And for 

many others, the test is the "last 
straw" of their poverty - its demean-
ing public admission. • 

There are more than 228,000 Phila-
delphians over the age of 65, and 24 
percent of them are living below the 
federal poverty level of $2,800 a year 
for an individual or $3,700 a year for a , 
couple. 1 , 

Almost half our senior citizens live ! 
'on less than $4,300 a year and most 
don't have a whole lot more than that. 
Their incomes are largely fixed. But . 
prices are not. I , 

(Ironically, senior citizens must fill . 
out the means test form every six · 
months to have their eligibility for ' 
services "redetermined." As one old 
person put it, "They must be on the 
lookout for lottery winners or some~ 
thing.'') , 

Not·only are elderly Americans, on 
. the average, very poor, they are often 
1 very alone. Many go months without a 

phone call - those, that is, who can: L 
, still afford a phone. • ;! ' ; • ,., ,; ( 

A Kensington_ woman we'll call Mrs; :, 
l Mildred Childs, whose social security , 

check comes-to $142 a month and who ';' 
refused ' :to· apply for Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI)' .t?ecause she • 
,was raised "never. to take nothing for 
: nothing," tortures herself each month 
when the approximately $8,phone bill 
comes in. ' •r 

"I know it could go for . food," she 
sighs, "but I keep praying · my chil-
dren will call." : • ' 
- Mrs. Childs has a son in Chicago 
who calls every Easter and a daugh-

,ter· in Phoenixville who wilr speak to 
. her mother when Mrs. Childs allows 
• herself a 46-cent call ("my maximum 
... I have to eat, you know"). But the• 
daughter seldom calls other than .on 

•. the 77-year-old woman's • birthday, 
which happens to fall in April. • t 

Mrs. Childs, . whose, rent is $79.50 a 
month, say~ she feels gµilti ~•wi~ the 
phone not ' ringing 1:much from. May 

( •. .. 

on," but justifies the luxury on 
grounds that a phone would be good to 
have around if she ever had to call an 
'ambulance. •• 

I 

l "In most cases children are not 
I abanJ:Ioning their parents," says Mrs 
1
• Elaine Brody, director of the depart-
, ment of human services at the Phila- • 

delphia Geriatric Center. "But even 
given good will on the p;irt of adult 
children - and I see the middle gener-
ation wearing themselves out trying 
to take care of their parents - the 
proportion of surviving old people to 
available caregivers is changing 
drastically. 

"Old people today have children in 
their . 50's, 60's and even 70's, with 
their own aches and pains. Daughters, 

1 who historically took their parents 
shopping and did the housecleaning 
and nursing, now have full-time ca-
reers of their own ... In no way is this 
society prepared to take care of the 
thousands of old people whose needs 

, go starkly unattended." 
And in this atmosphere, the elderly 

, wonder where along the way they 
, . went wrong. 
, Mrs: Doris Vauxhill of Bridgeport, 
, Pa., nurses' her husband Henry, a 

stroke victim and retired metal-
worker, on a pension and Social Secu-
rity check which together come to less 
than $400 a month. Their home is paid 
for ("Thank God") and their married 
children are "Thank God good kids." 
But the roof leaks and they_don't think 
they'll ever get enough money togeth-
er to have it fixed. Mrs. Vauxhill 
would love, just one night, just one, to 
go into Center City for dinner -not 
even a movie afterwards; iust dinner. - r•-~,,~ 

(:~ ~, 
\ ;._.-..,} >:ti 
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• Bulletin Photo by Don Camp 
Hands, which bespeak the trials of a lifetime, patiently wait to play out the cards that· were dealt. 

"I don't understand,' she says, 
brushing her gray, wispy hair away 
from her face. "We neyer bought any-
thing on credit, never . .There was the 
time the washing machine went kaput 
and we could have bought a new one if 
we were willing to charge it. But 
Henry and I stuck to our rule and used 
the laundromat until we could pay for 
a new machine with cash on the table. 
Why must we live this way? Honest -
we never bought anything on credit, 
never. We were· • always so careful 

" ' , 
, In Cherry Hill, N.J. a 71-year-old re-

tired,· widowed dentist has no finan-
cial :worries, but he wonders why so 
much of his time is spent alone, why , 
there are no friends left anymore, _why 
the kids have all but disappeared. 

• ' •~we always pushed education with , 
-' the children," the dentist tells you, 

"and now I'm paying for it. The older 

one is a big science professor in Scot-
land - don't ask me what he teaches, 
it's tO() complicated. My daughter and • 
her husband are off doing this anthro-
pology work . in Mexico - important 
• work, I'm sure, but maybe we made a 
mistake pushing them so hard. Study, 
become something, we told them. But 
were are they?" • 

Not surprisingly, blacks are hardest 
hit by the stresses of aging. Hobart C. 
Jackson, founder of the National 
Caucus on Black Aged and director of 
the Stephen Smith Geriatric Center on ' 
Girard avenue, Philadelphia, says 
that the stresses are so severe on 
black males that most don't Jive to 
collect Social Security. The average 
life expectancy for black men is 61 
compared with 67.5 for white m.:n. _ 

"And there are thousands of old 
black people living lonely and recl-
usive lives," he adds. "The myth of 
the jolly black family taking in every 
stray relative, is a myth. Blacks don't 
like blacks any more or less than 
whites like whites. If it has seemed 
that the family has all pulled togeth- • 

.. er, it is because economic hardship 
has forced them to do. so. Un(ortu-
nately, blacks are just more accus-
tomed to finding alternatives to unte-
nable situations." 

Jackson has been, put under stress 
himself of late by the "life safety 
code" for nursing homes, which is 
forcing him to partially. shut down one 
of the few black nursing homes in, the 
country, the Stephen Smith Home for 
the Aged, while renovations are being 

' made. 
"Everything gets treated the 

same," he complains, slapping his 
hand on the table in front of him, "like 

. blacks don't have special problems. 
You know, there aren't many nursing 
homes that will take blacks, let alone 
poor ones. We can get all excited 
about a nursing home fire, but we're 
killing our people every day." 

Laura Singleton, a 72-year-old black 
woman who lives in West Phila-
delphia, is in pretty good health, she 
says, and if she dies of anything, she's 
pretty • sure it will be boredom. Her 
rent is $100 a month, her Social Secu-
rity is only $52. more than that. She 
lives on mashed potatoes, bak_ed 
beans and lettuce and spends most of 
her day simply sitting on the stoop of 
her battered rowhouse. 

. .J :.,~· ...;·~ -- ---"-'~- ~ 

"Nowhere to go, nowhere to go," , 
she hums eerily upon being asked 
what she does with her time. "I don't 
have visitors and I don't go visiting." 

One day, while Mrs. Singleton was 
stoop-sitting, she was passed by an el- • 
derly white neighbor who would only 
say that her name was Marian and 
that she lived at the Royal Palms, an 
apartment .building a block south of 
Mrs. Singleton's home . 

"Sitting, sitting again," chided Ma-
rian. "I told you, Laura, that when 
you sit, you vegetate. You should be 
like me~ .. I'd go crazy if I had to sit 
all day. Walk, Laura, walk like me. 
You'll see, it'll make you feel better. 

, It passes the time faster." 
Marian was heading towards the 

Acme supermarket at 43d and Locust 
streets outside of which, ready with 
her plastic shopping bag, she explain-
ed that she walks so much because "it 
helps when everything is bunched up 
inside you and you don't have nobody 

to talk to." :~ ,•~ . , 
"Your enemies; you don't want to 

tell them your·problems, they gloat," 
Marian explained. "Your friends, you 
don't want to burden your friends," 
she continued. Then • she burst • out 
with: "What friends?'.' 

Asked what • gives her pleasure in 
life, tears filled the woman's eyes. She 
said, "Honey, if you want to be smart, 

' ask an old person how they feel about 
death. That's a good ,question. Don't 
ask about pleasure. It's not a good 
question to ask. It's too personal:! It's 
not a nice question, Honey. You 
shouldn't ask · questionsJ,where,:there 
aren't any answers." ., , ·,· ·., 

Wiping her eyes, Marian never went 
into the supermarket., She just started 
walking again. ';,., • • ·' . : ' ~' 

How do the elderly react to tM 
changed values of ' today's society1 
When · did being "old" in America 
cease to be a blessing and become a 
burden? See articles in • Focus: Sec-

' 
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By JOSEPH LELYVELD local levels-it seemed that the voters much more comparable t.o that .of Mr. ·t. ·u··~ 
spec1a1 to Th• New Yori< Tlmu were not so much choooing Mr. Ford Carter than Mr. Ford 1;'1,\/;. 

ST. LOUIS, Oct.3-As it is viewed as they were rejecting Mr. Carter and Yet the Democrat's promise to apply ~!k. . • 
from Robinwood West-a patch ot the promise of change ,that he offers. management :technijques r-igorously in· ~tf}~-~.1 . .1: .. 
Suburbia U.S.A. that, by its appear- • "I think the mood in ,thi,s country a way that would make a difference ~_ ... , 
ance, could be a:lmost anywhere-the is to want to settle down a bit," said generally aroused skeptic-ism among !1':t.--, ,. 
Presidential election is boiling down to , Dave Kupferer, a personnel relations the voters in what is turning out to . Jt~~ 
a choice between the known and .the manager. "We've been through an be a year of lowered expectations. ~,-.. !'t. __ •. ,.,._,. 
unknown. • awful 1lot. We want somebody in the "No single individual can have that :i,Y'. 

The known is well ahead at this stage White House who is not going ,to pop much •impact," Mr. Kupferer said. . J.. .. . 
in Robinwood West a:lthough the man ·any sul"prises." . • "I don't believe any man alive can ff1 ./·., 
who embodies it, President Ford, 'Comfortable' With Ford do what he says he's going to do, espe- C:'i-. • 
evokes an enthusiasm· so slight ,as to Janet Mabrey, an accountant, said cially him," said Tony Gorman, a real f-z:):.·. 
be almost invi·sible. Of 17 potential she did not know whether Mr. Ford estate man whose vest buttons were 1~ ,, 
Ford supporters who were interviewed h d inscribed with the narneP ierre Cardin. f.' :,,_-.: 
here on a random basts, only four were a done a good job as President or Bruce Wilson, a pharmaceuticals l.'_::.:_· .·, not. "But I feel comf'ortable with him," \ • prepared to say that ,tihey thought Mr. she said. "I think he's honest and 1 salesman, said that he initi-ally saw Mr. , t¾-.;,_· • 
Ford had been a good President. think he's trying ,to do a job." Carter as "the great white hope," but · f.~,.::;.': . 

Wayne Stephenson, a middle-level • complained that the candidate "seems ~-:--:-:;_ ,: Mr. Carter se«ned to be winning l'k h • t • "' " ' manager for tihe McDonnell Douglas t th t "I d ' • i e • e s rymg to encompass every- 1· '.....'_.;·~:"' ....... more respeo an voes. on t see th. • d tryi. t •· 
\Corporation, wa,s one of those four. But h. • h mg an ng o appease every- . • un as getting pus ed around," said bod " • r • 
he went on to descri'be Mr. Ford as Mr. Kupferer, who is inclining to Mr. ' J;w there was only one way Mr: • ;,:'§~~. 
a "died-in,t!he-wool po!Ltici-an" who is F d "I b 1· h ' b ·11· " · "·v' • or • e 1eve e s ,a n • 1ant man, Carter could w.in back h1·s vote, he sa1·d. 't.c•_.,,·· .. .,,. la:cking in "innovative ca;pacit~." ·d H Id H k. h k f •·-tiiiiiiiiii ... _,,-. .. __ ._,_,._ sa1 aro aw mson, w o wor s or He would have to go on television and -"<_J.··~_-

Noting a report that he ad just an oil oompany and plans to vote for make· a speech, Mr. Wilson said, that . .,r,,;•., e 
heard on the radio that the Watergate the President. • would "tell you exactly what he's for. f,:/:11.~ 
special prosecutor was abandoning his Yet there was always a "but," a hesi- "No.I, on ,the Panama Canal, blah, n_,l:;_, .. 
investigation of Mr. Ford's oampaign • tation. Not even the potential Carter lblah,'' the voter said, illustrating his ~•:~:. 
finances in Michigan, Mr. Stephenson voters spoke of being comfortable w,·th • t "N 2 t· 1 h I h • r •· oommented: "I wouldn't have been at pom • o. on na iona eat msur• r?l?'' 
aU surprised the investigation had the Georgian or sure that they knew• ance. blah, blah. No. 3. on foreign po!i- f;i .. 

rwhat his objectives would really tum cy, blah, blah. Even •if I didn't like what f¥'· • 
turned ~~!e~1:a~~:t:~;essed he was instaHed in the t~e5~iiy ~;:gt;ai?;\~u:~~t b~~aili: tii1;; 

Richard Wohlberg, .a salesman of ' In part the doubts were ideological- line." - !f~vJ\'· 
fabricated metal, said he· thought the , a fear that the Democrat would prove One normally Republican voter said t:i.i{,., 

-:~ .. President haid done :an· "excellent" job to be a "spender"-but they were more he ,had been tempted to switch. Ron ,::i\,;L_;..·,i_' 
•'1 but added: "I'm not reaHy' imptessed C?mrnonly expressed as doubts aibout Ryberg, • a salesman of institutional ., • 
t 1 . wilth Ford. ·He's" not e.icacUy a · guy I. . • his character. food, said that he had been an enthusi- r:i \:;-, 
-~ look at and·say .I want to be just like "I'm from Missoµri," said Barbara astic supporter of Barry Goldwater in ~;,';f,~··~ 

,J, him.' The people I deal with day to '· Stone, a Democrat who would have 1964 and had backed former President ~·:!;.t/: <' 
•"'"' day come across better a lot Of them · voted for Ronald Reagan and now re- Richard M. Nixon "just about to the ·;' •• -.:·. 

,,i th•an' Ford." •. • ' , : • / • • .; . ' gards herself as undecided. "Show me end" but might be tempted to vote for J .. •• ,.'. 
Much has!been made in election ana- that he's real and not bionic." · Jimmy Carter if he believed that the ~r';;/J/: . 

''lyses of the '"softness" ·of Jimmy Cart- Mr. Carter's general f~•i!ure to per- Democratic nominee was really com- ,:,,,,,;, 
• er'•s support but these responses seem , suade the vo~e~s o~ Robmwood West mitted to the prog!'am of national ;}.},·.·,·\.~ . 
. to indicate tihat softness is a gen~ral was most striku:i,g m the area of~ov-
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, attribute . of :any candidate's support emment reorgamzat1on and budgetmg. _.ffl'ri'-iiw-.,...;;;,.1'-l.w.ii>..i ,,, 
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CBS poll showed tihat the vote in ,the competent management,'' he is talking ' • 
suburbs :was swinging decisively in the · the language of most of the voters. here. the status quo." He doesn't believe that /;."!,~~, 
President's favor . . ,.-· . • Backgrounds Like Carter's Mr. Carter offers anything more, final- I:""",·· 

'\' But when the ·trend was examined No lawyers were discovered in the ly,,~1natnha1.nckhahneg'edoffafallcesr.
1
.ght into the ,(.~ __ •,:_{;.'.",· 

f in microcosm· fo Robinwood West-a · door-to-door interviewing. T,he resi• • • • 
1'generaHy conservaitive community thait> dents of Robinwood West had practical groove, the Washington scene," :he i:\1t:? 

secretly backs Demoorats at state and ~1-., and business backgrounds that were said. if:.·-; 
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Mr. and Mrs. Peter Strauss 
946 President Avenue 
Building 2, Apartment 14 
Tom River, New Jersey 08753 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Strauss: 

October 13, 1976 

Thank you for your recent letter and your concern about the plgght 
of senior citizens. I have been asked to respond on behalf of the 
President Ford Committee. 

President Ford has pledged, " ... to do everyt•ing in my power to 
help our Nation demonstrate by its deeds a deep concern for the 
dignity and worth of our older persons. By doing so. our Nation 
will continue to benefit from the coneributions that older persons 
can make to the strengthening of our Nation." Among the top 
priorities of the Ford Administration are income and health 
security for older Americans. 

In his 1976 State of the Union Address, President Ford proposed 
that Social Security benefits be expanded by the full cost-of-living 
increase. This benefit became effective on July 1 of this year. 
To protect the integrity of the Social Security Trust Fund, the 
President proposed a small increase in both employer and employee 
social security taxes. This increase would become effect,ve 
January 1, 1977, and would cost workers a maximum of $1 a week. 

The President proposed a catastrophic health insurance program 
to limit the out-of-pocket amoutin the older Americans must pay 
for medical and physicians fees each year. President Ford signed 
the Amendments to the Older Americans Act that delivers coordinated,-
comprehensive services and meals to the elderly at the community 
level and enables older persons to live independent lives in 
their own homes. In addition to these actions, President Ford has 
made cutting the rate of inflation his top economic goal. The 
rate of inflation has been cut in half to around 6% from its high 
of 12.2% in 1976. 

Thank yuu once again for your concern and interest. With your 
help and support, President Ford will be elected President on 
November 2. 

BN:TS 

Sincerety, 

~FO,t 4_,. .. b 
I ., <' 

Barbara D. Norris ;, 
Director of Correspondeice ~/ 

"..:o,' '~.....-7 
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David and Vera Lawrence 
730 Hamilton Drive 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

October 12, 1976 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Lawbence : 

Thank you for sending us your ten suggestions for campaign 
strategy. You suggestion about citing specific figures in 
dollars and cents for the cost of government programs was 
particularly interesting and useful. 

From the many letters we receive on the subject of campaign 
strategy~ I have singled out yours to share with the Director 
of Opposition Research. We in the Ford Committee believe in a 
two-way communication with the voters. Since we highly valu9 
original thought, we are currently ~iving full consideration to 
your ideas. 

We really appreciate the time you took to write us. Your interest 
anB support is encouraging. We look forward to victory in Novem-
ber with your help. 

' fJ 
/ 
BDN/krh 

Sincerely , 

Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 



3557 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 23 Lafayette, Ca. 94549 (415)284-1447 or 937-5284 

c;/1~/74, 

SHERLOCK HOMES 
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Mr. Cliffoddli.H. Smith 
456 Sophomore Blvd 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

September 20, 1976 

Thank you for your recent letter addressing the problems 
of Older Ameticans. President Ford has faced thise prohee.-s 
squarely and has done much to overcome them. 

Since hhe President took office, he has rdduaddthae••••eojf 
inflation from over 12% in 1974, to around 6% this year. 
President Ford will continue to lead the fight against 
inflation while pursuing economic piitieasn•thh ensure a 
sound healthy economy. 

President Ford has requested a cost of living increase in 
Social Security benefits, and has proposed a new program 
to alleviate the burdens of catastrophic illness. The 
Ford Administration has financed andpproposed many programs 
directed for Older Americans, one of which is the'"'Administ-
ration on Aging", a program which provides maals, transport-
ation, work,amld legal services. 

President Ford, has not forgotten America's older citizen; 
he has a strong committmae.ntto resolving their problems and 
using their talents. 

Taank you for yonr concern and interest and I hppe that 
President Ford can count on your vote this November. 

Sincerely. 

BDN/tse Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 



Clifford li, Smith 
456 Sophomore Blvd. 

o:4/4¢ ~4<. ~::_ 

Tuin Falls, Idaho 83301 

Twin Falls, Idaho cf-~ 
August 30, 1976 

Committee to Elect 
"FORD FOR PRESIDENT1 
The White-House 
1600 Penn. Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

Gentlemen: 

ATTENTION: Director of Campaign 
Planning and Strategy 

S U G G E S T I O N : 

It is all good and well that you give proper 
emphasis to the six campaign issues so recently mentioned 
in the speech by the Republican Vice-Presidential Nonimee, 
Senator Bob Dole, but the matter of relief for the AGED 
(those who have had to retire and live on their 1950 to early 
1960's income savings who now find their meager savings wiped 
away by double-digit inflation) was totally ignored. These 
people's lifetime savings have now been decreased 50% or more 
in monetary value and living expenses doubled or tripled. 

I convey the views of hundreds (yes thousands) 

- -

of elderly people in this state and nation who are in this 
positionand who would like to vote a straight Republican tic-
ket but probably will not unless the same visible consideration 
is given to their plight as is being given to unemployment 
( primarily the young and middle-aged), home ovmership, etc. 

You are "missing the boat" by overlooking the 
very sizable group of voters in this category that vrnll 
can spell the difference between victory and defeat. They 
are going to vote for the Candidates that offer them some 
hope and help. As yet we have been completely forgotten 
in the speeches and promises of both President Ford and Sen-
ator Dole. 

Again--this is only a suggestion from the grass-
roots but offered because I care and KNOW that it will make 
a difference. Please try to see that encouragement is given 
in this direction if you want this vote. Thank you. 

Yours truly 

C?.ff. .k~ 
C.H. SMITH 
%%1 Sophomore Bl 
456 



Ka. Karen Thompson 
Edelman Inc. 
2121 BaSalve Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear MisThompson: 

8' 
September 8, 1976 

Thank you for contacting the President Ford eommittee. 
Your interest in the campaign is appreciated. 

President Ford has pledged .,to do everything in my 
power to help our Nation demonstrate by its deeds a deep 
concern for the dignity and worth of our older persons. 
By doang so, our Nation will continue o~ benefit from 
the contributions that older persons can make to the 
strengthening of our nation". The enclosed material , 
should help provide you with a clearer understanding 
of the President's position in this crucial area. Should 
you need additional information, please feii free to 
call or write us at any time. 

Thanks again for yourcopneanmaaddib•••••taaddII 
apologize for the delay in answering your request. 

RQ:tw 
enclosure 

Sincerely, 

ROB QUARTEL 
Answer Desk 
Coordinator 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 



Mrs. Mary G. Fitzell 
7600 North Park Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21219 

Dear Mrs. Fitzell: 

Senior citizen 

September 8, 1976 

Thank you for your very generous contribution to 
President Ford's campaign. We think that it is 
commendable when someone sends us a contribution and 
pledges their support. We think that it is marvelous 
that a person who is 81 years old is so politically 
active and supporting of President Ford. It wa.s 
through the generosity of many Americans, like yourself, 
that our financial goal was reached. 

President Ford looks forward to the challenges of the 
campaign and to the opportunity to serve the American 
people as President again. He stated in his acceptance 
speech on August 19, 1976 ... 

"While I am President . . we will build an America 
where people feel rich in spirit as in worldly 
o;oods. We will build an America where people feel 
nroud about themselves and about their country." 

You have helped us towards our goal financially by your 
contribution, and can help President Ford by voting for 
him in November. 

Thank you once again for your support. Wishing you the 
best of health in the future. 

Sincerely. 

Barbara Norris 
Director of Correspondence 

BN/tlsµ 

I 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Yes, I want to be a part of your campaign effort. I beiieve as you do that 1976 
will be a critical election year for America, and I want to see you elected so that you

1 
: 

1 
,- , 

may c~rry on the programs and policies, outlined in your letter. { I., ,,,,..,,-(.,, (.,.,i,,,.,,v/-YV1 "Y" ,.,,.,.1' 
t l ~ ... l } J ,;" 1.i, riv /'vr,?t<'1~~-~ h ,l.,,,..,,...,,,l c ... ~,.,. ..... ..-w-:;-C.; .~..., ;,, I . . . - - ,/YV • , J. , , 7 fi 1 , 1 vr ,,.._ 1 , ., . __..ii , v ,· f-Y~ , , ' ''" £• ~ •• . ) / ' .... , . / t_...,. ..... ,:..,,,~ ·.,,,. .,..__,,, \II 4-(, .· .,.,,,,. ,,, l l . 1-t:.tnd1>sea IS myicontn utwn J Or: " 1; - . & c,,,.,..~ _ l ;;..,...,..,.,.,(.;..( ·r J 2',, 1~ r,.--- _i] 

( 0 -"rrl' ,- I» j'V?'/",:'L t J.J • , 'J,.-.. '21 r.J _..,; 
t..(.' I r ~ r-, • ,/L• , 

9-S250- '1 " -$500·-
'/ 

City _ , , State 

¥e-t, ·r,,, /L 
Occupali?,n 

( ' 
... ~fi-1-"YI- />1....,->-r _,,,n """" 

Please make checks 
Only personal checks may te 
by law. 

Place of)3usincs.s , 1 _, • , , / 
,,,,..,,_, • ,{,,._,-,--:. , . . ,•-C--, f 1 w,t,_ . ..,V"' .,-,~~-.-~ / ' : 

THE PRESIDENT FORD COMMITI"EE. 
accepted-corporate contributions are prohibited 

The President Ford Committee is the on!y organization, under law, whkh rosy 
raise and spend money in behalf of President Ford's campaign. 

Individuals are limited to contributions of Sl.000-spouses and children over 
18 years of age may also contribute up to Sl,000. The individual contributor must 
sign th.e check or this contribution form. 

Please return your contnbution in the encloszd postage-paid envelope. 

THE PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE. Howard H. Callaway. Chairman. Robert Mosb:icher. National Finance Cr.airman. 
Rob11rt C. Moot. Treasurer. A cory of our n•port is filed "'ith the Feder<1I £/.,ctiori Commission and is avai!able for purc~ase 
from th11 Federal Election Cr,mmi.ssion. Wa .1hinflton. D.C. 2046]. 

If you arc a Fcceral emoloyce or ii yo•1 have :1 mattct pcndir.11 before a Federal rc11ulator-y commissior, or a Federal a1.ency. 
please dis:-e;iard this ap~.,I. 



Kr. Oliver A. Michela 
1026 16th Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Michels : 

September 2. 1976 

Thank you for ~our interest in President Ford's 
positions on the problems of the elderly. Encloaed you will 
find excerpts of the President'• remarks addressing your con-
cerns. I hope that this will satisfactorily anaver your question. 

Thank• again for your interest. I hope that after 
consideration of the iaauea facing the nation you will support 
the President in November. If we may be of further assistance to 
to you please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Rob Quartel 
Answer Deak Coordinator 

) 

' 



Ms. Lisette Owens 
8671 Cerritos Avenue 
Stanton, Ca. 90680 

Dear Ms. OWens: 

August 26, 1976 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing support for 
President Ford. We appreciate your interest llll the concern 
of individuals like yourself is an invaluable contribution 
to the campaegn. 

I apologize for the number of times that you have been 
contacted regarding contributions. Your good wishes and 
support, however, are actually the greatest contribution 
that you can personally give to the campaign. Although 
enthusiasm is an intangible contribution, it n ... rtheless, 
is something, that cannot be measured in dollars andeeents. 

President Ford is aaking every effort to improve :the security, 
health and quality of life of older Americans. \ 
As the Presimu:lt has stated: 

Older Americans continue to enrich our lives 
with their vision, strength,and experience. 
They've earned the right to live securely, 
comfortablpy and independantly. 

\ 

••. \ 
Therefore, thePPreaidant has proposed increased Social Security 
and Medicare benefits. In addition, he has signed into law 
the Employee Retirement Income Security Act as well as the 
Housing and Conmuj.ity Development Actoof 1974 wlwliilh provides 
for low-interest rates for housing of the elderf'y~ 

\ 
President Ford has done much to combat inflation but looks 
forward to the next four years during which time he can 
continue to keep our nation on the road to a brigµt, more 
optimistic future. , 

Thank you again for your support and I hope that 
Ford can count on your vote in November. 

Sincerely, 

BDN/fe Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence\ 



/ Ms. Lisette Owens ~ 
8671 Cerritos Ave.'l 
Stanton, Califcrnia -



August 12, 1976 

Ira Nelson Tuck 
801 North Breed Street, Apt. 4D 
Elizabeth, New lersey 07208 

•har Mr. Tuck: 

Thank you for your latter to Mr. Rogers Morton. Iahave been 
as&ed to reply and want, first to apologize for the delay in answer-
ing your letter. We have been swamped with letters and have been makin 
king every effort to rpJJy to each one in a meaaingful way. 

President Fore is,otf course, much concerned with the problems of 
6lder Americans. He believes they have made--and must be allowed to 
continue to make--invaluavle contributions to the stren&hb, s&ability, 
and advancement of our society. As their role increasingly becaaes 
recognized and acknowledged, a provision such as you outline in your 11ettet 
ter will undoubeedly have to became an integral part of future programs 
designed to ens~re the well-being--and the productivity--of our oldei 
citizens. 

SSincerlty, 

ROB QUAREEL 
Answer Desk Coordinator 

RQ/cm 

' \ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
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Mrs. George Reneke 
Alma, Nebraska 
68920 

Dar Mrs. Reneke: 

August 5, 1976 

Thank you so much for your letter of July 7th and 
9our kind words of support and prayers. 

Even though you cannot send a financial contribution, 
your loyalty and dedication to the President's cause 
is a great help to us and we are grateful for it. 

Thanks ~@aiagfor writing and it is good to know the 
President can count on your support in the months 
ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 

BDN/dm 
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August 4, 1976 

Mr. Mike Jimafon 
American Health Care Assoc. 
1200 - 15th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Jimafon: 

Thank you for contacting the President Ford Committee. 
Your interest in the campa,gn is appreciated. 

President Ford is deeply commited to meeting the needs of 
OJder Am.ericaQs. In the area of nursing homes, the 
President has P?="Op_ose•: 

- Expending MedicarelJ ffltat by providing coverage 
for unlimited days of hospital and skilled nursing 
facility care. 

- Limiting the out-of-pocket expanses of beneficiaries for 
for covered services to $500 per year for hospital and 
skilled nursing services. 

The collection of information on nursing homes nation-. \ 
ally to recommend sound policies to improve and 
raise tile quality of long-term care for the elderly. :· \ 

- Development of a national rating system for nursing 
homes receiving Medicaid and Medicare funds. 

I hope this information, and the enclosed material, will help 
answer most of your questions. Should you need any additional 
material, please feel free to call or write us at any time. 

Thank you again for your interest and concern. 

RQ:mg 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

ROB QUARTEL 
Answer Desk 
Coordinator 

\ 
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Mrs. A. Ibbetson 
2923 Queen Avenue 
West Dearbonn Michigan 48124 

Dear Mr. Ibbetson: 

July 27, 1976 

Thank you for your note and your comments on certain 
issues of interest and great concern to you. We 
appreciate your sharing your thoughts with us and 
your opijions have been carefully noted. 

As senior citizens, your generosity in the past has 
been an asset to President Ford and he thanks you for 
all the help you have given. He also shares your 
concern for inflation and medical costs for our older 
citizens and has worked to .bring relief in these areas 
for people living on fixed incomes . . I am enclosing a 
pamphlet that might be of interest to you in this area. 

Thank you again for keeping in touch and it is good to 
know the President can count on your support in the 
months ahead. 

IDN/dm 
Enoa». 

Sincerely, 

Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 
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President Ford '76 Club COUNT ME IN AS A MEMBER OF THE PRESIDENT FORD 1 76 CLUB. 

( 

Occupation 
( 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Please make checks payable to: THE PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE. Oply personal cqecks tJ 
may be accepted-corporate contributions are prohibited by law. j--~. . ,, 7 

THE PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE. Rogers C B. Morton. Chairman. Robert Mosbacher. National Finance Chairman. Robert C Moot. Frea u r. A copy of our ) 
report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Election Commission. Waslimgton. D. C 20463. 



A Reminder to Our Contributors 
President Ford recently signed into law a Tax Reform 
Bill which doubles the amount of political contributions 
which can be deducted on your 1976 federal income 
tax return. 
An individual filing a separate return has the following 
options: 

1. Take a direct tax credit of an amount equal to 
one-half of total annual political contributions up 
to $25 or, 

2. Take a regular deduction of total annual political 
contributions up to $100. 

A couple filing a joint return has the following options: 
1. Take a direct tax credit of an amount equal to one-

half total annual political contributions up to $50 or, 
2. Take a regular deduction of total annual political 

contributions up to $200. 

You may choose whichever one of these methods is most advantageous to you! 



\S Sv<..t<>Sv 

SEN \ot<.C, \ r2- E tv-5 
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Mrs. Hazel C. Rouse 
7 Highland Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 15301 

Dear Mrs. Rouse: 

July 22, 1976 

The President has asked that I thank you for your 
kind letter and words of support. He appreciates 
your loyalty and dedication, they mean a greaa deal 
to him. Your contribution of helping through your 
efforts to speal OJlt in his behalf will };alp his 
campaign tremendously in the long run. 

The President believes that older Americans continue 
to enrich our lives with their vision, strength and 
experience and that they've earned the right to live 
securely, comfortably and independently. He is working 
continu8asly for your benefit and to improve the quality 
of life for all our senior citizens. 

Thank you again for writing and it is good to know 
the President can count on your support in the months 
ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara D. Norris 
\ 

Director of Correspondence• 

BDN/dm 
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******************************* 
President Gerald R. Ford 
c/o The President Ford Committee 
P. 0. Box 300 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. President: 

Yes, I want to be a part of your campaign effort. I believe as you do that 1976 
will be a critical election year for America, and I want to see you elected so that you 
may carry on the programs_~nd policies outlined in your letter. 

Enclosed is my contribution for: 
$15 $25 $50 $100 
$250 $500 $1,000 

99Hl 

Name (Please print) 

Signature of Contributor 

Address 

City State Zip Code 

Occupation Place of Business 

Please make checks payable to: THE PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE. 
Only personal checks may be accepted-corporate contributions are prohibited 
by law. 

The President Ford Committee is the only organization, under law, which may 
raise and spend money in behalf of President Ford's campaign. 

Individuals are limited to contributions of $1,000-spouses and children over 
18 years of age may also contribute up to $1,000. The individual contributor must 
sign the check or this contribution form. 

Please return your'contribution in the enclosed postage-paid envelope. 

THE PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE. Rogers C. B. Morton, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. 
Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal 
Election Commission, Washington, D. C. 20463. 

If you are a Federal employee or if you have a matter pending before a Federal regulatory commission or a Federal agency, ., · 
please disregard this appeal. 





.. 

Mr. George L. Bertrand 
348 W. Clackamas Circle 
Woodburn, Oregon 97071 

Dear Mr. Bertrand: 

July 7. 1976 

Thank you for your letter of May 17th to the President Ford 
Committee regarding the President's policies on senior citizens 
and retired federal employees. 

In charging false advertising, you seem to dismiss the in-
creased Social Security tax which has no other purpose than to 
insure prompt payments to the elderly who are entitled to such 
benefits; catastrophic illness protection which is essential to 
elder citizens; and other programs designed specifically to aid 
older Americans. These are substantial programs deserving of 
support . 

With regard to the President's policy toward retired Federal 
employees, I think that your concern is understandable; but you 
should in your own interest look at the larger picture. This 
country has been in a serious recession in which the inflation 
rate at one point hit over 12%. Such a drastic inflation hurts 
the very people with whom you identify. The President has tar-
geted inflation as the major ill of the economy and adopted a 
budget plan accordingly. As a result, inflation has been cut in 
half. There are many older Americans who do not come under any 
cost-of-livin9 escalator, and their interests are protected by 
the Presidents courageous stand on budget issues. If you con-
sider these facts, I think that you will find that not only has 
there been no ialse advertising; but there has been some failure 
to adequately conmnmicate the President's accompliahments. 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter. We appreciate your 
taking the time to write to us. 

Sincerely, 

ROB QUARTEL 
Answer Desk Coordinator 

RQ/ljp 



Ms. Virginia R. Fiess 
Catholic Social Services 
222 North Seventeenth Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103 

Dear Ms. Fiess: 

July 2, 1976 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting information on what Presi-
dent Ford has done to help older Americans. We appreciate your interest in 
this subject which is of particular concern to the President. The President 
is firmly committed to meeting the needs of older Americans as well as draw-
ing on their strengths in resolving the problems facing America. His recom-
mendations in this area attest to that fact. 

President Ford has noted that the single greatest threat to the quality 
of life of older Americans is inflation. In light of this, in his budget 
request for fiscal 1977, the President has requested a full cost of living 
increase in Social Security benefits that will help bolster the purchasing 
power of 32 million older Americans. Likewise, the President signed a 
$22.8 billion dollar anti-recession tax cut bill that included payment of 
$50 each to some 34 million individuals receiving Social Security, Railroad 
Retirement, and Supplemental Security Income benefits. In addition, families 
caring for elderly persons were benefitted by a liberalization of the tax re-
duction rules. 

Additionally, President Ford has signed the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1974 , which, among other things, provides for subsidizing 
housing for low income renters and authorizes direct. low-interest loans for 
housing for the elderly. 

The President has also signed into law Title XX of the Social Sectrity 
Act which provides 2.5 billion dollars to the states for social services. 
Under Title XX , older persons will receive increased services, planned and 
implemented by state and local governments. 

Lastly, President Ford has supported the concept of the Older Americans 
Act since its inception in 1965. This past November, the President strength-
ened the Act when he signed into law amendments creating new services and 
goals. Under President Ford's administration, $272 million - almost seven 
times the amount available three years earlier - went to this program. Through 
the Administration on Aginr~ created by this Act , a national network on aging 
composed of state , area and nutrition agencies has been established, As an 
example of what the Act does , nutrition agencies serve older ~ersons over 
300,000 hot meals a day, five days a week at 5,000 locations. r-~ 

v.. 'o~ 
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Ms. Virginia R. Fiess - 2 
7 /2/76 

These are but a few of the many proposals that the President has put 
forth in an effort to help America's older citizens. I hope that this 
information has been of interest to you, but please feel free to contact 
us if any further problems arise. Thank you again, and I hope that President 
Ford can count on your support in the months ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 



ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES 

222 NORTH SEVENTEENTH STREET 

President Ford Reelection Committee 
Washington, n.c. 

Deair President Ford: 

PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA 19103 

June 11, 1976 

(215) 587-3500 

~s one who works with the elderly I am interested in knowing what the President~ 
plans are for those over 650 

Please send me any information on his plans for older adults in the new term of office. 

Thank you very nm.ch. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Virginia R. Fiess 



BARTON S. MITCHELL 
BALTIMORE , MD. 

Mr. Robert Mosbacher, Finance Chairman 
President Ford Committee 
1828 L Street, N.W., Suite 250 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Mosbacher: 

June 8, 1976 

As a supporter of President Ford I am writing to make a 
suggestion. 

Other than the fact that I have been listening to enough 
campaign rhetoric to last a lifetime, I don't feel that the message 
is getting out to the people as to what the President's real 
accomplishments have been in what is coming up on two years 
that he has been in office. In my opinion, his actions in vetoing 
the deluge of spending bills that the giveaway Democratic Congress 
has showered on the White House is the key element in the fact 
that it is pretty generally agreed that the economy is on its way to 
recovery. This is certainly a generalization, but with the resources 
at your disposal it seems to me that a nationwide, state by state, 
campaign effort should contain such a thrust in all the media. 

Other areas of domestic and foreign affairs certainly can show 
similar accomplishments. I guess what I really am saying is that 
all the other candidates in both parties are spending a lot of money 
and a lot of time letting the people know what they think has not 
been accomplished. I don't get the impression that the Ford Campaign 
is getting the message across as to what has been accomplished. 
Maybe it is in your strategy to lay back. If it is I hope you are 
right in doing so because you have to get past Reagan. 

The President came in to office under extremely difficult 
circumstances and in my opinion he has handled himself very well 
since that time. He deserves the opportunity to serve a full term. 



--
BARTON S. MITCHELL 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

(2) 

But if he is going to get that opportunity, his campaign is going 
to have to get it for him by letting the people know what has been 
accomplished and what can be accomplished by continuation of 
existing programs and policies. It is certainly true that there 
are tremendous tangible and intangible benefits in waging a 
campaign of the incumbent. It seems to me however, that the 
opposition is more determined than ever. And the media is no 
less zealous in their interest in criticizing everything that any-
body tries to do. This is what you have to overcome and I 
sincerely hope you will give it the maximum effort. 

BSM:mce 

P . 0 . Box 2 79 9 
Baltimore, Md. 21225 

Sincerely, 

Barton S. Mitchell 



Mrs. Lula C. Cox 
231 Bibb Street 
Preskegee Institute 
Alabama 36088 

Dear Mrs. Cox: 

June 14, 1976 

My sincere apology for having taken so long to respond. 

Encleeed is a pamphlet regarding President FDrd's 
plans for helping older Ameri~an, and retired persons. 
I hope it answers all or your questioaB.. If not, pleas-e 
feel free to write us again. 

RQ:mm 
enclesure 

Sincerely, 

ROB QUARTEL 
Answer Desk Coordinator 



Hr. Lloyd Richardson 
9250 East Marginal Way 
Seattle, Washington 98108 

Dear Mr. Riclmrdson: 

June 14, 1976 

Thank you for your recentglitter to Rogers Morton and for 
taking the ti.ma to share your thoughts with the PresidentF&Jrd 
Coomittee. 

03 I have enclsged a brochure conta:ining President Ford's 
views and programs for our country's older persons. After 

• reading it, I think you will soon leam of President Ford's 
deep concern for our nation's senior citizens. You may be 
assured t..l-iat he has your best interests in mind anddheart 
as he fonrulates policy on behalf of older Amartcans. 

We apprettate your apfirmation of support for President 
Ford. I hope that he may continue to enjoy your confidence 
in the m:,nths to ca:i:e. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Norris 
Director of Correspondence 

B.."1/alm 







-------

Jllay 3. 1976 

Mr. John E. Barnes 
P.O. Box 344 
Albion, New York 11411 

Dear Mr. Barnes: 

Thank you for your letter offering your support 
to the President's campaign efforts. I have been 
asked to respond on behalf of the President Ford 
Committee. 

First, I would like to apologize for taking so 
long to answer. We have, as you know, been very 
swamped with primaries lately! 

You mentioned the importance of the elderly 
citizens of this country. Certainly you are right. 
Mr. Ford has taken steps this year to insure that the 
Social Security Trust Fund remains on sound financial 
ground. Also the President has proposed the expansion 
of Medicare benefits to protect senior citizens from 
the catastrophic costs of complex or extended medical 
care and treatment. Those eligible for Medicare would 
pay onjy 10 percent of the cost of hospital or nursing 
home care but would never pay more than $500 per year. 
Similarly doctor's services would be limited to $250 
or 20 percent whichever is less. I think that you will 
agtee that both of these measures are designed to pro-
tect the interests of this country's senior citizens. 

Again, thank you for your interest and support in 
the President's campaign. We very much appreciate 
your thoughtful domments and wnlld be pleased to hear 
from you again. 

Sincerely, 

RQ:mm 



Mr. William L. Wessels 
Blue Mountain Lake 
New York, New York 12812 

Dear Mr. Wessels: 

April 28, 1976 

Theniresident has asked me to -thank you so much for 
your letter of March 17th and your generous contribution 
to his campaign. 

We appeeciate your support and help, you are to be 
commended for sharing part of your limited income to 
assist the President. Enclosed is a certificate of 
our appreciation for your generosity. 

Thanks again for your kind .words. 

BDN/dm 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 



WILLIAM L W 
ADVERTISING • ES S ELS - PUBLICITY 

ADIRONDACKS - AUTHOR - NEW YORK STATE 

ADDRESS 
C 

BLUE MOUNTAIN LAKE 

NEW YORK 12812 

T<C-352-?772 

\..r-t- 14 '1 l, 

"\ 



-- --------------------------------

Mr. James H. Coate 
68J3 S.E. Pine Court 
Portland, Oregon 97215 

Dear Mr. Coate, 

April 27, 1976 

We thank you for your recent letter to President 
Ford. The President is well aware of the 
difficulties that you experience in trying to meet 
the financial pressures of today's living. 

The contributions you can make to his campaign 
are not measured solely bJ money. Your loyalty, 
interest, and ideas are invaluable to the 
President and your support is a real asset. 

Please know that we are all vympathetic to the 
pressures that taxes ere•te for people, 
especially for senior American citizens. The 
President continues to seek the best solutions 
to our complex problems. 

Thanks again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara D. Norris 
Director of Correspondence 

BDN/bw 





Mr. J.J. Chambers, Jr. 
825 Anchor Drive, Box 1222 
Forked River, N.J. 08731 

Dear Mr. Chambers: 

April 19, 1976 

We sincerely appreciate your letter of March 12. Piaase 
be assured that President Ford is symp~betic to your problems 
and those of all senior citizens. 

The President has stressed repeatedly his aelief that the 
single greatest threat to the quality of life of older citizens 
is inflation. Thus, his chieB economic priority has beeft to 
fight inflation--the double digit inflation of 1974 has been 
cut nearly in half at this point. 

Ih his recent State of the Union Message, the President 
proposed a full cost of living increase in Social Security 
benefits payments which if passed, should be of help to you. 

In his tax package, President Ford signed legislation 
to extend the 1975 tax cut; recormnended an increase in the 

•• personal exemption from $750 to $1,000 and substitution 
of a single standard deduction--$2,500 for couples filing 
jointly--for the existing low income allowance and percentage 
standard deduction. 

And, in a major new program to aid senior citizens, 
President Ford has proposed extending Medicaee benefits by 
providing coverage for unlimit6dgdape of hospital and skilled 
nursing care for beneficiaries and limiting the out-of-pocket 
expenses «or veneficiaries for covered services to $500 per 
year for hospital and skilled nursing care and $250 per year 
for non-institutional medical services. 

Again, we appreciate your letter and are hopetfl of your 
support. 

RQ:mm 
enclosures 

Sincerely, 

ROB QUARTEL 
Answer Desk Coordinator 



--

April 6, 1976 

Mrs. Frances Harding 
1416 South 6th Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19147 

Dear Mrs. Barding, 

Your letter to President Ford has been received and 
your ideas and concerns duly noted. He is grateful 
that you have taken the time to advise him of your 
concerns. 

The voice of the Senior Citizen is of vital importance 
and must be heard. Hopefully, the enclosed leaflet will 
be helpful in answering some of your questions in this 
regard. 

Please know that the President is well aware of the difficulties 
that you, particularly, experience in trying to meet the 
financial pressures of today's living. The greatest 
contribution you can make to this campaign is not measured 
by money. Your loyalty, interest, and ideas will be 
your most valued support in the months ahead. 

President Ford at the same time, is giving careful consideration 
to your views and continues to seek the best solutions to 
your complex problems. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Marik 
Deputy Chairman 

for Administration 



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

WITHDRAWAL ID 04722 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL 

TYPE OF MATERIAL 

CREATOR'S NAME . 
RECEIVER'S NAME 

DESCRIPTION 

CREATION DATE 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 
COLLECTION TITLE 

BOX NUMBER .. 
FOLDER TITLE . 

DATE WITHDRAWN 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST 

Donor restriction 

Letter 

Mrs. Frances Harding 
Gerald Ford 

personal/financial 

03/08/1976 

003403455 
PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE CAMPAIGN 

RECORDS 
B82 
Senior Citizens (1) - (2) 

04/15/1992 
LET 



Miss Florence L. Long 
111 20th Street ~525 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 

Dear Miss Long, 

April 6, 1976 

Your letter to President Ford has been received and 
your ideas and concerns duly noted. He is grateful 
that you have taken the time to advise him of your 
concerns. 

The voice of the Senior Citizen is of vital importance 
and must be heard. Hopefully, the enclosed leaflet will 
be helpful in answering some of your questions in this 
regard. 

Please know that the President is well aware of the difficulties 
that you, particularly, experience in trying to meet the 
financial pressures of today's living. The greatest 
contribution you can make to this campaign is not measured 
by money. Your loyalty, interest, and ideas will be 
your most valued support in the months ahead. 

President Ford at the same time, is giving careful consideration 
to your views and continues to seek the best solutions to 
your complex problems. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Marik 
Deputy Chairman 

for Administration 



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

WITHDRAWAL ID 04723 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL 

TYPE OF MATERIAL. 

CREATOR'S NAME . 
RECEIVER'S NAME 

DESCRIPTION 

CREATION DATE 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 
COLLECTION TITLE 

BOX NUMBER. 
FOLDER TITLE 

NEW LOCATION 
DATE WITHDRAWN 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST 
KNOWN DUPLICATES ... 

Donor restriction 

Letter 

Miss. Florence Long 
Gerald Ford 

personal/financial 

03/18/1976 

003403455 
PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE CAMPAIGN 

RECORDS 
B82 
Senior Citizens (1) - (2) 

. Donor Restriction Closed File 
04/15/1992 
Leesa E. Tobin 
No 
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Mrs. Herman Glienke 
Route 1 
Alta, Iowa 51002 

Dear Mrs. Glienke, 

April 6, 1976 

Your letter to President Ford has been received and 
your ideas and concerns duly noted. He is grateful 
that you have taken the time to advise him of your 
concerns. 

The voice of the Senior Citizen is of vital importance 
and must be heard. Hopefully, the enclosed leaflet will 
be helpful in answering some of your questions in this 
regard. 

Please know that the President is well aware of the difficulties 
that you, particularly, experience in trying to meet the 
financial pressures of today's living. The greatest 
contribution you can make to this campaign is not measured 
by money. Your loyalty, interest, and ideas will be 
your most valued support in the months ahead. 

President Ford at the same time, is giving careful consideration 
to your views and continues to seek the best solutions to 
your complex problems. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert R. Marik 
Deputy Chairman 

for Administration 
~~fO~, /4· v 
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Mr. Elwood Allison 
1115 El Centro Avenue 
Oakland, Califomia 94602 

Dear Mr. Allison: 

April 6, 1976 

se.n ,o.,. u.. +. = ca~ 

~St:s• 3/ 

Thank you very n:uch for your cecent ccmrents on the status of older 
Americans throughout the country. Letters such as yours provide 
those of us at the President Ford Qmnittee, an excellent gaage of 
public opinion. a 

President Ford shares your concern with the quality of life for the 
elderly in America. In a recent special nESsage oo Congress, the 
President asked Congress to ''help our Nation demnstrate by its deeds 
a deep concem for the dignity and of our older persons. 11 

He feels the single greatest threat to the quality of life of older 
Americans is inflation. Consequently, the President's 1977 budget 
requests include a full cost of living increase in Social Security 
benefits, that will help bolster the purchasing power of 32 millicn 
older Anericans. 

In a major new progran to alleviate the burden of catastrophic illness 
the President proposes extending medicare benefits by providing 
coverage for unlimited days of hospital and skilled nursing facility 
care for beneficiaries as well as placing limits cn the out of pocket 
expenses of beneficiaries for covered services. 

llider President Ford I s aaninistration $272 million, a.lm>st seven tinEs 
the aroount available three years earlier, has been spent on programs 
authorized by the older Americans Act. In tt,veni:,er of 1975 the 
President signed into law BfIB'lanents to the Act designed to strengthen 
the current program and to create even IIDre services. 

We hope these actions, and others which the President has taken and 
will continue to take on behalf of older AnEricans, damnstratts u" 
concern. We also hope that these actions merit your approval lJ ~-\ 

support in the upcaning election. -;,) 
ai: ,ii 

;ti, 

Thanks again for your COOJieltS. ~/ 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Mank 
Deputy Chainnan for Administration 



Mr. E. Allison 
1115 El Centro Ave 

GERALD R. FORD 
WASHINGTON 

February 16, 1976 

Oakland, California 94602 

Dear Mr. Allison: 

In the past, you have generously supported the 
Republican party and its candidates for office. Today, 
I am writing to ask for your support for my own campaign. 

Let me try to set forth what I telieve can be accom-
plished with your help and that of other concerned 
Americans. As I see it, our country 17 months ago began 
an experience that was unique in the history cf our de-
mocracy: we transferred the reins of the highest office 
in the land to a man chosen for that office under the 
25th Amendment to the Constitution. 

The country was facing one of its sternest tests. 
Bitterness, rancor and distrust festered in the tody 
politic. The longest, most divisive war in our history 
was winding toward an unhappy conclusion, and many feared 
that the end of an external war would mean the beginning 
of an internal war of recriminations. And finally, our 
economy was afflicted with the disease of inf la ticn 
inflation so serious that it would ultimately drive us 
into the worst recession in a generation. Clearly, there 
werEi- great chalLenges both for e--and- -for· the Nation. 

I have tried during these months to give my very 
best to the American people and to the causes which we 
hold dear as a Nation. I lay no claim to perfection; 
much remains to be done. But the hemorrhaging has been 
stopped, and the process of healing has tegun. Our spir-
itual and economic health is returning. 

The moment has now come, I believe, when we can qe-
gin to look ahead once again -- to envision the America 
we would like to see during our third century as a 
Nation and to formulate concrete programs that will make 
our dreams come true. Our Bicentennial should be more 
than a year of brass bands and birthday banners; it 
should be a year when we choose a fresh, positive course 
for ourselves and for our children. 

A copy of our report 1s filed wtth the Federal Elections Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Elections Comm1ss1on , Washington , D.C 

Absolutely no taxpayers ' funds have been used in the preparation or ma1l1ng of this correspondence. 



February 16, 1976 
Mr. E. Allison 

- -- - ---------- ---

As President, I want to build upon the progress of the 
past by charting and guiding the Nation toward a brighter 
future. I am pledged first and foremost to bringin~ a 
renaissance of the individual in our society. I want to 
reverse the flow of power to centralized government and to 
give people more power over their own lives. I am con-
vinced that personal satisfaction and happiness can only be 
achieved in America when individual citizens have the free-
dom and the ability to determine their own destinies. I am 
also pledged to strengthening the spiritual and moral values 
in our country. We have to restore a greater sense of 
meaning to our lives. Finally, I am pledged to keeping 
America strong in the world -- strong in its economy, strong 
in its military power, strong in its commitment to liberty. 
Fi:-eedom is endangered across the globe; now, even more than 
in Lincoln's day, America is truly "the last, best hope of 
earth." 

During the course of the year, I will be setting forth 
many concrete proposals to start us down this road. I will 
ask that we cut both taxes and Federal spending. I will 
press once again for stronger legislaticn to promote energy 
independence. I will advocate reductions in governmental 
regulation. I will seek to create new jobs and reduce in-
flation through a variety of steps, including greater capi-
tal formation. I will seek changes in the structure of 
government so that the government is more effective, more 
honest, and more responsive to the needs of the American 
people. Some of these programs were spelled out in my 
recent State of the Union Address; others will be included 
in forthcoming messages and speeches. 

This will be a positive, substantive agenda, but let us 
always recognize a singular truth: policy proncuncements can 
only be translated into reality when they have the active 
support of the American people. That is why I am turning- ~o 
you for help -- financial help that is needed to make my cam-
paign a success and to set the country on a better course for 
the future. I hope that you will join me. 

I believe in America and I believe that when Americans 
work together, there is almost nothing we cannot accomplish. 
Let this be the year when we rekindle the Spirit of '76, and 
let us work together to make the Bicentennial a fitting cele-
bration for America. 

Gerald R. Ford 
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Mr. and Mrs. L. Schaeffer 
7551 Beech Avenue 
Hammond, Indiana 46324 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Schaeffer, 

April 6, 1976 

Your letter to President Ford has been received and 
your ideas and concerns duly noted. He is grateful 
that you have taken the time to advise him of your 
concerns. 

The voice of the Senior Citizen is of vital importance 
and must be heard. Hopefully, the enclosed leaflet will 
be helpful in answering some of your questions in this 
regard. 

Please know that the President is well aware of the difficulties 
that you, particularly, experience in trying to meet the 
financial pressures of today's living. The greatest 
contribution you can make to this campaign is not measured 
by money. Your loyalty, interest, and ideas will be 
your most valued support in the months ahead. 

·, President Ford at the same time, is giving careful consideration 
to your views and continues to seek the best solutions to 
your complex problems. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Marik 
Deputy Chairman 

for Administration 





February 16, 1976 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Schaeffer 
7J_J_/ C--r--e--
/~ .L/~ 3~'1 

As President, I want to build upon the progress of the 
past by charting and guiding the Nation toward a brighter 
future. I am pledged first and foremost to bringin~ a 
renaissance of the individual in our society. I want to 
reverse the flow of power to centralized government and to 
give people more power over their own lives. I am con-
vinced that personal satisfaction and happiness can only be 
achieved in America when individual citizens have the free-
dom and the ability to determine their own destinies. I am 
also pledged to strengthening the spiritual and moral values 
in our country. We have to restore a greater sense of 
meaning to our lives. Finally, I am pledged to keeping 
America strong in the world -- strong in its economy, strong 
in its military power, strong in its commitment to liberty. 
Freedom is endangered across the globe; now, even more than 
in Lincoln's day, America is truly "the last, best hope of 
earth." 

During the course of the year, I will be setting forth 
many concrete proposals to start us down this road. I will 
ask that we cut both taxes and Federal spending. I will 
press once again for stronger legislaticn to promote energy 
independence. I will advocate reductions in governmental 
regulation. I will seek to create new jots and reduce in-
flation through a variety of steps, including greater capi-
tal formation. I will seek changes in the structure of 
government so that the government is more effective, more 
honest, and more responsive to the needs of the American 
people. Some of these programs were spelled out in my 
recent State of the Union Address; others will be included 
in forthcoming messages and speeches. 

This will be a positive, substantive agenda, but let us 
always recognize a singular truth: pol icy proncuncements can 
only be translated into reality when they have the active 
support of the American people. That is why I am turning to 
you for help -- financial help that is needed to make my cam-
paign a success and to set the country on a better course for 
the future. I hope that you will join me. 

I believe in America and I 1:::elieve that when Americans 
work together, there is almost nothing we cannot accomplish. 
Let this be the year when we rekindle the Spirit of '76, and 
let us work together to make the Bicentennial a fitting cele-
bration for America. 

Gerald R. Ford 



Mr. F.E. Forster 
126 Pemugwood Avenue 
Roosevelt, New York 11575 

Dear Mr. Forster, 

April 6. 1976 

Your letter to President Ford has been received and 
your ideas and concerns dulv noted. He is grateful 
that you have taken the time to advise him of your 
concerns. 

The voice of the Senior Citizen is of vital importance 
and must be heard. Hopefully, the enclosed leaflet will 
be helpful in answering some of your questions in this 
regard. 

Please know that the President is well aware of the difficulties 
that you, particularly, experience in trying to meet the 
financial pressures of today's living. The greatest 
contribution you can make to this campaign is not measured 
by money. Your loyalty, interest, and ideas will be 
your most valued support in the months ahead. 

President Ford at the same time, is giving careful consideration 
to your views and continues to seek the best solutions to 
your complex problems. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Marik 
Deputy Chairman 

for Administration 



******************************* 
President Gerald R. Ford 
c/o The President Ford Committee 
P. 0. Box 300 
Washington, D.C. 20044 

Dear Mr. President: 

Yes, I want to be a part of your campaign effort. I believe as you do that 1976 
will be a critical election year for America, and I want to see you elected so that you 
may carry on the programs and policies outlined in your letter. 

Enclosed is my contribution for: 
$15 $25 $50 $100 
$250 $500 $1,000 

Name (Please print) 

Signature of Contributor 

Address 

City / State C/ Zip Code 

. chn-,. p ,~~- u zn:.v'-1. -A' ,C; --1,t;;.~ - - / ,{, &.,£-~m~r/' <ft'k 
Occupation f ( Place of Business .7?-. ,5-/ //E.7.;, 

Please make checks payable to: THE PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE. ,;; 
Only personal checks may be accepted-corporate contributions are prohibited 
by law. 

The President Ford Committee is the only organization, under law, which may 
raise and spend money in behali of President Ford's nomination. 

Individuals are limited to contributions of $1,000-spouses and children over 
18 years of age may also contribute up to $1,000. The individual contributor must 
sign the check or this contribution form. 

Please return your contribution in the enclosed postage-paid envelope. 

THE PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE. Howard H. Callaway. Chairman. Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman . .. -
Robert C. Moot. Treasurer. A copy of our report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available f/,Pl,V~hfsl!, l: 
from the Federal Election Commission. WashinRton, D.C. 20463. •,!) ;\ 

If you are a Federal employee or if you have a matter pending before a Federal regulatory commission or a F~al agency, ;) 
please disregard this appeal. ' ;'_ ~, 

"-._J' 



**************************** 
~s, Mr. President, 

you can count on me. 
**************************** 



April 6, 1976 

Mrs. C.V. Bates 
1015 Christie Avenue 
Princeton, West Virginia 24740 

Dear Mrs. Bates, 

Your letter to President Ford has been received and 
your ideas and concerns duly noted. He is grateful 
that you have taken the time to advise him of your 
concerns. 

The voice of the Senior Citizen is of vital importance 
and must be heard. Hopefully, the enclosed leaflet will 
be helpful in answering some of your questions in this 
regard. 

Please know that the President is well aware of the difficulties 
that you, particularly, experience in trying to meet the 
financial Pressures of today's living. The ~reatest 
contribution you can make to this campaign is not measured 
by money. Your loyalty, interest, and ideas will be 
your most valued support in the months ahead. 

President Ford at the same time, is giving careful consideration 
to vour views and continues to seek the best solutions to 
your complex problems. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Marik 
Deouty Chairman 

for Administration 

1:r:•011 
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... 

Important Reminder 

The President Ford Committee will not be soliciting funds in the 
period after the Republican National Convention, inasmuch as funds 
will be provided under the new Federal Elections Campaign Act. 
That is why it is important that you support President Ford today. 

Under the new election law, the Republican National Committee is 
the only committee allowed to spend up to $3,300,000 in direct 
support of and in consultation with the Republican nominee for 
President. In addition, the RNC plans to actively support Republican 
candidates for the House of Representatives, the U.S. Senate and for 
candidates for Governor. Accordingly, we feel it is vitally important 
that you financially support the RNC in addition to your financial 
support of the President Ford _cJl"mittee. 

Thank you. 'irllh. $ 7//J;J 
1nr , 1 , - I J";- ; !J 



Dear Mr. Bates: 
- - - --In the past, you have generously supported the 

Republican party and its candidates for office. Today, 
I am writing to ask for your support for my own campaign. 

Let me try to set forth what I telieve can be accom-
plished with your help and that of other concerned 
Americans. As I see it, our country 17 months ago began 
an experience that was unique in the history cf our de-
mocracy: we transferred the reins of the highest office 
in the land to a man chosen for that office under the 
25th Amendment to the Constitution. 

The country was facing one of its sternest tests. 
Bitterness, rancor and distrust festered in the t~dy 
politic. The longest, most divisive war in our history 
was winding toward an unhappy conclusion, and many feared 
that the end of an external war would mean the beginning 
of an internal war of recriminations. And finally, our 
economy was afflicted with the disease of inflation 
inflation so serious that it would ultimately drive us 
into the worst recession in a generation. Clearly, there 
were great challenges both-f-o:E'-- me and for-the Nation ..---

! have tried during these months to give my very 
best to the American people and to the causes which we ~-hold dear as a Nat ion. I lay no claim to pe rf ecti on; .I' ,q,. Fo,r 
much remains to be done. But the hemorrhaging has been /.; 
stopped, and the process of healing has l:egun. Our spir-i; 
itual and economic health is returning. 

The moment has now come, I believe, when we can be-
gin to look ahead once again -- to envision the America 
we would like to see during our third century as a 
Nation and to formulate concrete programs that will make 
our dreams come true. Our Bicentennial should be more 
than a year cf brass bands and birthday banners; it 
should be a year when we choose a fresh, positive course 
for ourselves and for our children. 

A copy of our report is filed with the Federal Elections Commission and 1s available for purchase from the Federal Elections Commission, Washington, D.C. 

Absolutely no taxpayers' funds have been used in the preparation or mailing of this correspondence. 



Miss B. Rickey 
Route 4, Box 348 
Anderson, Indiana 46011 

Dear Miss Rickey, 

--- ----- ----

April 5, 1976 

Your letter to President Ford has been received and 
your ideas and concerns duly noted. He is grateful 
that you have taken the time to advise him of your 
concerns. 

The voice of the Senior Citizen is of vital importance 
and must be heard. Hopefully, the enclosed leaflet will 
be helpful in answering some of your questions in this 
regard. 

Please know that the President is well aware of the difficulties 
that you, particularly, experience in trying to meet the 
financial pressures of today's living. The greatest 
contribution you can make to this campaign is not measured 
by money. Your loyalty, interest, and ideas will be 
your most valued support in the months ahead. 

President Ford at the same time, is giving careful consideration 
to your views and continues to seek the best solutions to 
your complex problems. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Marik 
Deputy Chairman .~ 

for Administrar~on'~~c 
..., f" ' 'It' --; 
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u,l ::c j '--Y~ 



GERA L D R. FORD 
WASHINGTON 

Miss B. Rickey 
Route 4, Box 348 
Anderson, Indiana 46011 

Dear Miss Rickey: 

February 16, 1976 
- --

- - Tn~ he ~past, - youn ave generousTy supported the 
Republican party and its candidates for office. Today, 
I am writing to ask for your support for my own campaign. 

Let me try to set forth what I l:elieve can be accom-
plished with your help and that of other concerned 
Americans. As I see it, our country 17 months ago began 
an experience that was unique in the history cf our de-
mocracy: we transferred the reins of the highest office 
in the land to a man chosen for that office under the 
25th Amendment to the Constitution. 

The country was facing one of its sternest tests. 
Bitterness, rancor and distrust festered in the cody 
politic. The longest, most divisive war in our history 
was winding toward an unhappy conclusion, and many feared 
that the end of an external war would mean the beginning 
of an internal war of recriminations. And finally, our 
economy was afflicted with the disease of inf la ticn --
inflation sc serious that it would ultimately driv~ us 
into the worst recession in a generation. Clearly, there 
were great challenges --both tqr me anp for the Nation_. ~= 

I have tried during these months to give my very 
best to the American people and to the causes which we 
hold dear as a Nation. I lay no claim to perfection; 
much remains to be done. But the hemorrhaging has been 
stopped, and the process of healing has l:egun. Our spir-
itual and economic health is returning. 

The moment has now come, I believe, when we can be-
gin to look ahead once again -- to envision the America 
we would like to see during our third century as a 
Nation and to formulate concrete programs that will make 
our dreams come true. Our Bicentennial should be more 
than a year of brass bands and birthday banners; it 
should be a year wh-en we choose a fresh, positive course 
for ourselves and for our children :- -

A copy of our report 1s filed with the Federal Elections Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Elections Comm1ss1on , Washington , D.C 

Absolutely no taxpayers' funds have been used in the preparation or mailing of this correspondence 





February 18, 1976 y 

J 

Mr. G. Leroy Eckardt 
Assistant Regional Representative 
National Association of Retired 

Persons 
O'Hare Office Center North, Suite 108 
2720 Des Plaines Ave., 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 

Dear Leroy: 

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the 
President's Special Message to Congress on older 
~rJ.cans along with a copy of the White House tact 
sliei't on his proposal. 

Thank you so much for your recent note which I 
found to be of great use. 

Please give my best to Karen and the family. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Fredric W. Slight 
Director of Research 




