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'D~ U.U. Cobtu 

T"4u #JOU "4V ~k &01t fJ1IJ.Ltl.ng bJ IJu. Fou. o, 
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Mu. Lu E .. Cobb,. 
P.tuldtnt. fu Stt.ppcu 
301 Cl.abanonl:. Oalu 
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Dear Mrs. Coble: 

Thank you very much for wtiting to Mrs. Ford of the activities 

of the Clairmont Steppers, including your holiday meal;s for 

members who have mp lace to go and your appearances at 

nutrition centers. It was a special pleasure to learn of your 

imaginative and energetic programs. 

You each have Mrs. Ford's warmest wishes for continued 

enjoyment and friendship and for the success of your "bus 

project. " 

Sincerely, 

MSP AH 

Mrs. Lee E. Coble 

President, The Clairmont Steppers 

301 Clairmont Oaks 

Decatur, Georgia 300 30 
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J&JW.aq 14, 1916 

Thau you. fo:r wrlttq to M ta. Ford of the ••ry ndd..ia, pa1•la1 
of Mr• .. Gtodaer a.a of your d••1N for the i'b•t i..dyt a tbought• 
oa re-eommellded. actllltl••· We were o •• .. •••d to lean. of yoar 
•ltuatloa and deeply •flllPatbl••• boplag tut the knowledae of the 
lMppiM•• whida you gave will be a •ource of comfort. 

y we •u11••t. your chur.ch •• a place to aha.re frlendthtp •• 
bltenat• &ad •it•ba& Jiorn.• la you area wber• you ml1hl llke 
to .r9" or type l.tt•.•• for otJM••• ID udltlon. ACTION, • federal 
ageaey. ofl•r• a nriety ot pl'Og.N.ma to pl'Ovld• P•rao•ll••d ••r• 
ric•• through cltl••• paftlclpatSoa to peopt. ta aHd. Some of tile•• 
&ff pro1nn:us fo~ Foater OraadpaNat•. R"ttlred S.alor Voluat••r•• 
aad tlMI Sen-le• Cor of B•tlr•d Exec'1ll•••• Tile .reglow office 
cloee to you le at 5%0 thdv•i-•lty Aveoue, Me.dteoa. Wl1coula 
S311S. Aleo, you fflllht ftnd bltereatlAg tll4t toui-a aad othtlr a•pect• 
of the Am•dcaa Ae•octatloa of lletlNd Pernu., 1909 K Street. 
N. w. • Waahla,gtoa. D. C. 20006. 

rita S. PeJ"rott 
Dlr-e40r ot Corre•,l>OIM,hac• fo~ M~•• Ford 

r,.ErwlaOrodaer 
1700 NoJtb Sherman Boisl•vard 
Mllw•uk••• l•coaala 53216 AH .. 
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Deal' Mr. Heal.pa: 

Thau yoo ftl'J' mtach for wl'f.tt.q to requat 
re. Fol'd'• .r•-COmm•odatiou of 411ljoyable 

aetl'ritl•• lo~ fOU" mother. who ba• be•• a 
wldo• for •lght ye.au••-. You ••n k1ilcl to 
upr••• coacem for your moth.er•.• happiae••• 

Ill ca•• yc,o.r mother wewd like to u•• ber Ume 
to help otbr11 w• an plea••• to l.t yoa kaow 
that ACTION la a ledel'A1 a1eacy de•lpecl to 
provld• ptrMallse4 ••rvke• to people la ued 
thnugh cltlse.a pal"tlclpl.tloa. ACTION offei-a 
• varletf of program., de eadlal upoa a per•••• 
blte.reltt• u4 •cltgtowad. The Plttabarp office 
la at 4401 Flab Aveav.e. 

Ia the mea•l=-• •uNly ,ot:tr inotur• • church. 
a• JOG mnttoud. la a flae ffGrc• of •ha.daa 
with other,, atld abet. fortaate to h•v• a aoa 
•• tholaghtfo.l •• you. • 
Slacenly. 

Mal'ba S. Perl'Ott 
Dh-•ctot" ol. CorN•,-cl••c• tor Mra. l'ol"Cl 

Mr .. Pa\11 H•Mla•• 
35)5 Vllla•oocl A¥fll1MI 
Pltt•b1ar1b. Penurtnala 15227 AH 
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December :n. 1975 

llea r MayleM Ma.dick: 

Thatak yoo ••rr m11Ch for ,-r letter to 
Mra. l'orcl. ••kiag a1:Joat blll• whlda have 
t..•• p•••ed la fa.or or the elderly d,sria1 
the Forti Admlalatratloa. 

tt i• & pleaaUN to •aclff• a COPY' of tu 
major plec• of lerl•latloa penalalac to 
••alor •ltlseu aad eu.ct-4 •lac• Au..-
1914--H. R. 192&. "Older America• 
Ameodm.nta ol l9T5"---•• well•• tbe 
remark• whteb Pr••ldeat l'os-d made epoa 
alplq ll bllto law (P. L. 9'•135). 

You baN Mr•• Foi--d• • 1rattted• for your 
klad poet wuhe• ad her wann. :reprd••· 

Slaeerety. 

Marba S. hrrott 
Dlrector of Cornapoadeace for Mra .. Fo~d 

Mayte.• Madlck 
2300 Soath 25t1l Str..e, No. 301 
Arliapoa. Vll'Ctala 22206 

ENCLOSE PL 94-135 &: PRESS RELEASE OF U/ZS/75 

AH 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I have given my approval today to H.R. 3922 , ;' Older 
Americans Amendments of 1975 ·. 

Ten years ago, as a member of the House of Representatives ; 
I voted for the Older Americans Act when it was enacted by 
the Congress. I also voted for subsequent amendments to the 
act; I am pleased now to give my approval to this bill which 
amends the act and extends it for three years . . These latest 
amendments were the result of ten years of experiences in 
administering the act. 

Incorporated in the Older Americans Act 1 as amended , 
are certain principles to guide the administration of the 
act: 

Emphasis will be placed on making services available 
which will enable older persons to live at home as long 
as possible. 

Community leaders who best know the needs of their own 
areas will determine the services for older persons 
to be started or strengthened. 

The needs of low income y older persons , including 
minoritiesj will be given priority in use of Federal 
funds. 

Efforts will be made to enlist volunteers from all 
age groups to assist in serving older persons. 

The resources now available to meet the needs of older 
persons will continue to be coordinated through programs 
administered by a number of Federal departments and 
agencies. 

Emphasis will be placed on opening opportunities for 
older persons to continue to participate constructively 
in the life of our nation. 

I endorse the concept of the Older Americans Act which 
establishes a system to deliver coordinated comprehensive 
services at the community level and which is designed to 
enable older persons to live independent lives in their 
own residences and to participate in the life of their 
community. 

There are J however , provisions of this act with which 
I disagree. The provisions concerned with age discrimination 
on the part of all Federal grantees have been modified to 
meet many ~ but not all ) objections. The delineation of what 
constitutes unreasonable age discrimination is so imprecise 
that it gives little guidance in the development of regula -
tions to prohibit such discrimination. Also , the provisions 

more 
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raise a question on the extent to which the Federal Government 
should seek to regulate private activiiy, particularly without 
holding hearings to permit affected persons and institutions 
to be heard. • • 

The bill does provide j however; for study of the problems 
of age discrimination by the Commission on Civil Rights, and 
allows for these issues to be discussed thoroughly. I urge 
the Congress to reconsider these problems. 

At a time when we are struggling to restrain growth in 
the Federal budget:, I am not pleased to see the high authoriza .. 
tion levels included in this bill. The authorization for 
social service programs for fiscal year 1976 ~ for example, is 
almost twice that of my budget request. I am confident the 
members of the Congress share my concern about the impact of 
inflation on the elderly. I look forward to working with 
the Congress in determining appropriations levels for this 
Re~ which w111 be adequate, equitable and not inflationary. · 

# # # # 
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Public Law 94- 135 
94th Congress, H. R. 3922 

November 28, 1975 

£In £let 
To amend the Older Americans Act of 1965 to establish certain social services 

programs for older Americans and to extend the authorizations of appropria-
_tions contained in such Act, to prohibit discrimination on the basis of age, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may Older 
be cited as the "Older Americans Amendments of 1975". Americans 

TITLE I-AMENDMENTS TO OLDER AMERICANS ACT 
OF 1965 

TRANSMISSION OF CERTAIN RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING TO FEDERAL 
COUNCIL OF AGING 

SEC. 101. (a) Section 205(g) of the Older Americans Act of 1965 
( 42 U.S.C. 3015 (g)) (hereinafter in this title referred to as the "Act") 
is amended by striking out "eighteen months after enactment of this 
Act" and inserting in lieu thereof "January 1, 1976,". 

(b) Section 205(h) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3015(h)) is amended by 
striking out "eighteen months after enactment of this Act," and 
inserting in lieu thereof ",January 1, 1976,". 

APPLICATION OF OTHER LAWS 

SEc. 102. Title II of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3011 et seq.) is amended by 
adding at the end thereof the following new section: 

"APPLICATION OF OTIIER LAWS 

"SEc. 211. The provisions and requirements of the Act of Decem-
ber 5, 1974 (Public Law 93-510; 88 Stat. 1604) shall not apply to the 
administration of the provisions of this Act or to the administration 
of any program or activity under this Act.". 

DEFINITION OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

SEc. 103. Section 302(1) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3022(1)) i.s 
amended-

(1) in subparagraph (E) thereof, by striking out "or" at the 
end thereof; and 

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as subparagraph (H) 
and by inserting immediately after subparagraph (E) the follow-
ing new subparagraphs: 

"(F) services designed to provide legal and other counseling 
services and assistance, including tax counseling and assistance 
and financial counseling, to older persons; 

" ( G) services designed to enable older persons to attain and 
maintain physical and mental well being through programs of 
regular physical activity and exercise; or". 

89 STAT, 713 
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Amendments 
of 1975, 
42 use 3001 
note, 

42 USC 3020a, 
42 USC 4251 
note. 
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42 use 3023. 
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43 USC 1602. 

"TTibal 
organization, 11 

Pub. Law 94-135 - 2 - November 28, 1975 

GRANTS TO INDIAN TRIBES 

SEC. 104. (a) Section 303 (b) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3023 (b)) is 
amended by redesignating paragraph (3) as paragraph ( 4) and by 
inserting immediately after paragraph (2) the followmg new 
paragraph: 

"(3) (A) In any State in which the Commissioner determines (after 
having taken into account the amount of funds available to the State 
agency or to an appropriate area agency on aging to carry out the pur-
poses of this title) that the members of an Indian tribe are not receiv-
ing benefits under this title that are equivalent to benefits provided to 
other older persons in the State or appropriate area, and if he further 
determines that the members of such tribe would be better served by 
means of grants made directly to provide such benefits, he shall reserve 
from sums that would otherwise be allotted to such State under para-
graph (2) not less than 100 per centum nor more than 150 per centum 
of an amount ,vhich bears the same ratio to the State's allotment for 
the fiscal year involved as the population of all Indians aged sixty or 
over for whom a determination under this paragraph has been made 
bears to the population of all persons aged sixty or over in such State. 

"(B) The sums reserved by the Commissioner on the basis of his 
determination under this paragraph shall be granted to the ,tribal 
organization serving the individuals for whom such a determination 
has been made, or where there is no tribal organization, to such other 
entity as he determines has the capacity to provide services pursuant 
to this title. 

" ( C) In order for a tribal organization or other entity to be eligible 
for a grant for a fiscal year under this paragraph, it shall submit to 
the Commissioner a plan for such fiscal year which meets such criteria 
as the Commissioner may prescribe by regulation and which meets 
criteria esta,blished by section 305 (a), to the extent the Commissioner 
determines such criteria to be appropriate. 

"(D) Recipients of grants under this paragraph may retain for 
administrative purposes an amount equal to the amount available for 
the cost of the administration of area plans under section 303 ( e) (1) .". 

(b) Section 102 of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3002) is amended by adding 
at the end thereof the following new paragraphs: 

" ( 4) The term 'Indian' means a person who is a member of an 
Indian tribe. 

" ( 5) The term 'Indian tribe' means any tribe, band, nation, or other 
organized group or community of Indians (including any Alaska 
Native village or regional or village corporation as defined in or estab-
lished pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (Public 
Law 92-203; 85 Stat. 688)) which (A) is recognized as eligible for 
the special programs and services provided by the United States to 
Indians because of their status as Indians; or ( B) is located on, or in 
proximity to, a Federal or State reservation or rancheria. 

"(6) The term 'tribal organization' means the recognized governing 
body of any Indian tri-be, or any legally established organization of 
Indians which is controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by such governing 
body. In any case in which a contract is let or grant made to an orga-
nization to perform services benefiting more than one Indian tribe, 
the approval of each such Indian tribe shall be a prerequisite to the 
letting or making of such contraot or grant.". 

(c) The first sentence of section 303(b) (2) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
3023(b) (2)) is amended by striking out "From" and inserting in lieu 
thereof "Subject to the provisions of paragraph (3), from". 

89 STAT, 714 
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.;.• (cl) Section 303 (b) ( 4) of the Aot ( 42 U.S.C. 3023 (b) ( 4)), as so 
redesignated by subsection (a), is amended by inserting immediately 
after "States" a comma and the following: "and the number of 
Indians aged sixty or over on, or in proximity to, any Federal or State 
reservation or rancheria". 

AREA PLAN REQUIREMENTS 

SEc. 105. (a) Section 304 ( c) ( 4) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3024 ( c) ( 4)) 
is amended by striking out subparagraph (C) and by redesignating 
subparagraph (D) through subparagraph (F) as subparagraph (C) 
through subparagraph (E), respectively. 

(b) Section 304 of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3024) is amended by inserting 
after subsection ( c) the following new subsection: 

"(d) ( 1) Subject to regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, an area agency on aging designated 
under subsection (a) or, in areas of a State where no such agency has 
been designated, the State agency, is authorized to enter into agree-
ments with agencies administering programs under the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, and titles VI, XIX, and XX of the Social Security 
Act for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for meet-
ing the common need for transportation services of persons receiving 
benefits under such Acts and older persons participating in programs 
authorized by titles III and VII of this Act. 

"(2) Pursuant to an agreement entered into under paragraph (1), 
funds appropriated under titles III and VII of this Act may be nsed to 
purchase transportation services for older persons and ma,y be pooled 
with funds made available for the provision of transportat10n services 
under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and titles VI, XIX, and XX of 
the Social Security Act.". 

NATIONAL PRIORITY SERVICES 

SEc. 106. (a) Section 305 (a) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3025 (a)) is 
amended by striking out "and" immediately after the semicolon in 
paragraph ( 8), by striking out the period at the end of paragraph 
(9) and inse.rting in lieu thereof a semicolon and "and", and by insert-
ing the following new paragraph immediately after paragraph (9) : 

" ( 10) provides assurances in such form as the Commissioner 
shall prescribe that of the funds alloted to the State under section 
303 (b) in any fiscal year to carry out the State plan, not less than 
50 per centum of the amount by which such allotment exceeds the 
allotment made for the same purpose in the fiscal year ending 
,Tune 30, 1975, shall be used for the purposes set forth in section 
305 (b), except with respect to any State which provides assurances 
found satisfactory by the Commissioner that at least 33% per 
centum of the total amount aJlotted to the State under section 
303 (b) to carry out the State plan in any fiscal year shall be used 
for the purposes set forth in section 305 (b), but in no case shall 
less than 20 per centum of the funds allotted to any State under 
section 303 (b) to carry out the State plan in any fiscal year begin-
ning after September 30, 1976, be used for the purposes set forth 
in section 305 (b) .". 

(b) Section 305 (a) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3025 (a)) i" amended by 
rdesignating subsections (b), ( c), (cl), and ( e) as subsections ( c), 
(cl). ( e), and ( f), respectively, and by inserting the following new i"nb-
section immediately after subrnction (a) : 

89 STAT. 715 

29 use 701 
note. 
42 USC 801 1 
1396, 1397. 
42 USC 3021 1 
3045. 
Transportation 
services I funds. 



42 use 302s. 

Application 
for additional 
funds , 

42 USC 3045, 

42 USC 3025. 
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"(b) Every State plan shall provide for the establishment or main-
tenance of programs (including related training) for the provision of 
some or all of the following services desi<med to assist older persons in 
~ead}ng independent lives and avoiding unnecessary institutional-
1zat10n: 

" ( 1) Transportation services. 
"(2) Home services, including homemaker services home health 

services, shopping services, escort services, reader s~rvices, letter 
writing services, and other services designed to assist such persons 
to continue living independently in a home environment. 

"(3) Legal and other counseling services and assistance pro-
grams, including tax counseling and assistance and financial 
counseling, for older persons. 

" ( 4) Residential repair and renovation programs designed to 
enable older persons to maintain their homes in conformity with 
minimum housing standards or to adapt homes to meet the needs 
of elderly persons suffering from physical disabilities.". 

( c) Sertion 304( c) (2) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3024 ( c) (2)) is amended 
by inserting immediately after "priorities," the following: "and con-
sistent with the provisions of the State plan relating to the services 
required to be provided under section 305(a) (10),". 

AD)[INISTRATION OF STATE PLANS 

SEc. 107. (a) Section 306 (b) (1) of the Act ( 42 lT.S.C. 3026 (b) (1)) 
is amended by striking out "$160,000" in clause (A) and inserting in 
lieu thereof "$200,000", and by striking out "$50,000" in clause (B) 
and inserting in lieu thereof "$62,500". 

(b) Section 306 (b) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3026(b)) is amended by 
~edesig!mting paragraph (2) as paragraph (-1), and by inserting 
1mmedrntely after paragraph (1) the following new paragraphs: 

"(2) (A) Any State which desires to receive amounts, in addition to 
amounts allotted to such State under paragraph (1), to be used in the 
administration of its State plan in accordance with subsection (a) may 
transmit an application to the Commissioner in accordance with this 
paragraph. Any surh application shall be transmitted in such form, 
and according to such procedures, as the Commissioner may require, 
except that such application may not be made as part of, or as an 
amendment to. the State plan. 

" ( R) The Commissioner may approve any application transmitted 
by a State under subparagraph (A) if the Commissioner determines, 
based upon a particularized showing of need, that-

" ( i) such State will be unable to fully and effectively administer 
its State plan and to carry out programs and projects authorized 
by this title and by title VII unless such additional amounts are 
made arnilable by the Commissioner; 

" (ii) such State is making full and effective use of its allotment 
under paragraph (1) and of the personnel of the State agency 
and area agencies designated under section 305 in the administra-
tion of its State plan in accordance with subsection (a) ; and 

" (iii) the State agency and area agencies of such State desig-
nated under section 305 are carrying out, on a full-time basis, 
programs and activities which are in furtherance of the purposes 
of this Act. 

"(C) The Commissioner may approve that portion of the amount 
requested by a State in its application under subparagraph (A) which 
he determines has been justified in such application. 

89 STAT. 716 
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'!(D) Amounts which any State may receive in any fiscal year under 
this paragraph may not exceed three-fourths of 1 per centum of the 
sum of the amounts allotted to such State to carry out the State plan 
under section 303 (b) and section 703 (a) for such fiscal year. 

"(E) No application bl a State under subparagraph (A) shall be 42 use 3023, 
approved unless it contams assurances that no amounts received by 3045b. 
su~h State under this paragraph will be used to hire any person to fill 
a JOb ?pening created by the action of such State in laying off or ter-
mmatmg the employment of any regular employee not supported 
u~~er this Act in anticipation of fillmg the vacancy so created by 
h1rmg an employee to be supported through use of amounts received 
under this paragraph. 

" ( 3) Each State shall be entitled to an allotment under this section 
for any fiscal year in an amount which is not less than the amount 
of the allotment to which such State was entitled under paragraph (1) 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1975.". 

MODEL PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 

SEc .. 1~8. Section 308(a) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3028(a)) is amended 
by ~tnkmg out "or" at the end of paragraph ( 3), by striking out the 
penod at the end of paragraph ( 4) and inserting in lieu thereof a semi-
colon and "or", and by inserting immediately after paragraph ( 4) the 
following new paragraphs: 

" ( 5) enable State agencies on aging and other public and private 
nonprofit organizations to assist in the promotion and develop-
ment of ombudsman services for residents of nursinO' homes; 
. "(6) meet the special needs of, and improve the deli~ery of serv-
ices to, older persons who are not receiving adequate services 
under other provisions of this Act, with emphasis on the needs 
of low-income, minority, Indian, and limitefl-English speaking 
individuals, and the rural elderly; or 

"(7) assist older persons to remain within their communities 
and out of institutions and to maintain their independent livino-
by (A) providing financial assistance for the establishment and 
operation of senior ambulatory care day centers (providing a 
planned schedule of health, therapeutic, educational, nutritional, 
recreational, and _social services at least twenty-four hours per 
week, transportat10n arrangements at low or no cost for partici-
pants to and from the center, a hot mid-day meal, outreach and 
public information programs, and opportunities for maximum 
participation of senior participants and senior volunteers in the 
planning and operation of such center), and (B) maintaining or 
initiating arrangements ( or providing reasonable assurances that 
such arrangemPnts will be maintained or initiated) with the 
agency of the State concerned which administers or supervises the 
administration of a State plan approved under title XIX of the 
Social Security Act, and with other appropriate social services 42 use 1396. 
agencies receiving, or reimbursed through, Federal financial assist-
ance, for the payment of all or a part of such center's costs in 
providing services to eligible persons.". 

ATTRACTING QUALIFIED PERSONS TO THE FIELD OF AGING 

SEC. 109. Section 403 of the Act ( 42 U .S.C. 3033) is amended by 
inserting immediately after "education" the following: "as defined 
in section 1201 ( a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965". 20 use 1141, 

89 STAT, 717 
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TRAINING PERSONNEL IN THE FIELD OF AGING 

SEC. 110. (a) Section 404 (a) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3034 (a)) is 
amended by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) as pua-
graphs (3), (4), (5),and (6), respectively. . 

(b) Section 404(a) of the Ac~ (42 :U·S:C· _3034(a)) 1s amended_by 
striking out paragraph (1) and msertmg m heu thereof the followmg 
new para.graphs: . 

"(1) to assist in paying the costs, in whole or m rart_, of short-
term and inservice training courses, worksho~s1 :nst1tutes 3:n_d 
other activities designed to improve the capabilities. o~ part1c1-
pants to provide services to older persons and to admm1ster pro-
"Tams related to the purposes of this Act, 
"'"(2) to assist in paying the costs. in whole or in part, of post-
secondary education courses of training or stu?,y related to the 
purposes of this Act, including the payment of stipends to students 
enrolled in such courses,". 

( c) Section 404 of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3034) is amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following new subsection: . 

" ( c) The Commissioner may make grants under _subsect10n (a) to 
assist in ( 1) the training of lawyers and paraprofe:3510nal pers?ns who 
will (A) provide legal ( including tax. and financia_l). coun_selmg and 
services to older persons; or (B) momtor t~e a~m1!11strat10n _of ~ny 
program by any public or pri_\?te nonp~o~~ mst1tution, orga1;1zat1011, 
oe agency, or any State or political subd1ns101~ of a, ~tate, de~1gned to 
provide assistance or services to older persons. mcludu~g_nursmg home 
proo-rams and other similar programs; and (2) the trammg of pe_rsons 
employed by or associated with public or_ ~rivate .no_n1;>r_ofit agencies or 
organizations, including a State or political SU'bd1v1s10n of a State, 
who will identify legal problems ~~·ecting older persons. develop so]u-
tions for such problems. and mobilize the resources of the commumty 
to respond to the legal needs of older persons.". 

PUHC'HASE .\XD DOXATIO:N' OF CERTAIX PRODUCTS BY SECRETARY OF 
AGRICVLTl,"llE 

SEc. 111. (a) Section 707 of the Act ( 42 F.S.C. 3045f) is amen~ed 
by inserting " ( 1) ,. imnwcl~ately ?ef?r~ the first ~entence of subsect10_n 
(a) by striking out "this sect10n·' m subsection (cl) each _place it 
app~ars therein and inserting in lieu thereof "this subsect10n", by 
redesignating subsections (b). (c), a_nd (d) as paragraphs (2), (?), 
and ( 4), respectirnly, by redes1gnatmg subsect10!1 ( e) as subsec~10n 
(b), and by adding at the end thereof the foll?wmg new subsect10n: 

" ( c) ( 1) During each of the fis~al yea~s e_ndmg June 30, 1975, and 
,Tune 30. 1976, and during the penod begmnrng July 1, 1976, and end-
ing September 30, 1976, the Secretary of Agnculture shall purchase 
hiD"h protein foods meat, and meat alternates on the open market, at 
prices not in excess' of market prices, out of funds approl?ria_ted ~nder 
this section. as determined under paragraph (3), fo_r ~hstnbu~1?n to 
recipients of grants or c<;mtracts to b~ _used for 1;1ro:71dmg _nutr1t10n!Ll 
services in accordance with the prov1s10ns of this title. High prote1_n 
food meat and meat alternates purchased by the Secretary of Agr1-
cult~re under this subsection shall be grown and produced in the 
United States. 

"(2) High protein food, meat_, and meat alternates d?1;ated under 
this subsection shall not be considered donated commodities for pur-
pcses of meetinD" the requirement of subsection (a) (4) with respect 
to the annually "'progrnmed level of assistance under subsection (a). 
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"(3) There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be Appropriation 
necessary in order to carry out the program established under para- authorization, 
graph (1).". 

(b) Section 707 (a) ( 4) of the Act, as so redesignated by subs~ction 42 USC 3045£. 
(a), is amended by striking out "10 cents per meal:" and insertmg in 
lieu thereof "15 cents per meal during the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1976, and 25 cents per meal during the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1977 :". 

( c) Section 707 (a) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3045f) is amended in para-
graphs (1), (2), and (3) by striking out "may" each place it appears 
therein and inserting in lieu thereof "shall". 

(cl) Section 707 of the Act, as amended by subse~tion (a), is fur~her 
amended by adding at the end thereof the followrng new subsect10n: 

" ( cl) (1) Notwithstanding any _other prov~sion _of Iaw,_ in an}; ~~se 
in which a State has phased out its commodity d1stnbut10n fac1ht1es 
before June 30, 1974, such State may,_for purposes of the_protsrams 
authorized by this Act, elect to receive cash payments m lieu of 
donated foods. In any case in which a State makes such an election, 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall make cash payments t_o such State 
in an amount equivalent in value.to the donated foods w~1ch t!'ie State 
otherwise would have received If such State had retamed its com-
modity distribution facilities. 

"(2) Wben such payments are ~ade, t~e St!Lte ~gency shall pr<;>~ptly 
and equitably disburse any cash 1t receive~ m lieu of commod1t1es to 
recipients of grants or contracts. Such disbursements sh~ll be used 
by such recipients o! _grants or contracts to p~rchase_ -p-mted _Stat~ 
ao-ricultural commodities and other foods for their nutritwn proJects .. 

"' ( e) The first sentence of section 708 of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3045g) 
is amended by inserting after "this title" the following: " ( other than 
section 707 ( c)) ". 

(f) Section 707(a) (4) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045f(a) (4) ), as so 
redcsi=ated by subsection (a), is amended by striking out "subsection 
(cl)" :nd inserting in lieu thereof "paragraph". 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

SEc. 112. (a) Section 204(c) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3014(c)) is 
amended by striking out "and" immediately a_fter "1974," and by 
insertina immediately after "1975," the followmg: "the fiscal year 
endino- June 30, 1976·, the period beginning July 1, 1976, and ending 
Septe~ber 30, 1976, and the fiscal years ending September 30, 1977, 
and 1978,". . 

(b) (1) Section 303 (a) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3023 (a)) 1s !Lmen1ed 
by striking- out "and" immediately after "1974," and by msertmg 
immediately after "1975," the following: "$180,goo,000. for: the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1976, $57,750.000 for the per10d begmnmg July 1, 
1976, and ending September 30, 1976, $231,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1977, and $287,200,000 for the fiscal year ending 
September ~0, 1978,". 

(2) Section 303 (b) (2) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3023 (b) (2)) is 
amended by striking out "and" immediately after "1974," and by 
inserting immediately after "1975," the following: "for the fiscal year 
ending ,June 30, 1976, the period beginning July 1, 1976, and ending 
September 30, 1976, and for the fiscal years ending September 30, 1977, 
and 1978,". 

( c) Section 308 (b) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3028 (b)) is amended by 
striking out "and" immediately after "1974," and by inserting imme-
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diately after "1975" the following:", the fiscal ye~r ending June 30, 
1976 the period beo-inning July 1, 1976, and endmg September 30, 
1976' and the fiscal years ending September 30, 1977, and 1978". 

( <l') Section 431 of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3037) i_s ame!1de~ by str:iking 
out "and" immediately after "1974," and by msertmg nnmed1ately 
after "1975" the following: ", the fiscal year ending June 30, 1976, 
the period beginni~g July 1, 1976, and ending Sept,~mber 30, 1976, and 
the fiscal years end mg September 30, 1977, and 1978 '. 

( c) Section 505 (a) of tl_ie Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3041d (a)) is a~1en~ed by 
strikin" out "and" immediately after "1974," and by msertmg imme-
diately° after "1975" the following: "the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1976 the perio<l beginning July 1, 1976, and ending September 30, 
1976: and the fiscal years ending September"30, _1977, and 1978" .. . 

( f) Section 708 of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 304og_) 1s a1!1en~ed !)Y stnkmg 
out "and" immediately after "1976," and by 111sert111g 111 heu thereof 
"$62 500,000 for the period beginning July 1, 1976, and ending Sep-
tember 30, 1976,", and by striking out "June 30, 1977" and inserting in 
lieu thereof "September 30, 1977, and $275,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1978". 

COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPLOYME::-iT FOR OLDER AMEIUCANS 

SEc. 113. (a) The Act is amended by adding at the end thereof the 
following new title: 

"TITLE IX- COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT FOR 
OLDER AMERICANS 

"SHORT TITLE 

"Sijc. 901. This title may be cited as the 'Older American Com-
munity Service Employment Act'. 

"OLDER AMERICAN COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 

"SEc. 902. (a) In order to foster and promote useful part-time 
opportunities in community service activities for unemployed low-
income persons who are fifty-five years old or older and who have poor 
employment prospects, the Secretary of Labor (hereinafter in this title 
referred to as the 'Secretary') is authorized to establish an older Amer-
ican community service employment program. 

"(b) ( 1) In order to carry out the provisions of this title, the Secre-
tary is authorized to enter into agreements with public or private 
nonprofit agencies or organizations, including national organizations, 
agencies of a State government or a political subdivision of a State 
(having elected or duly appointed governing officials), or a combina-
tion of such political subdivisions, or tribal organizations in order 
to further the purposes and goals of the program. Such agreements 
may include provisions for the payment of costs, as provided in sub-
section ( c), of projects developed by such organizations and agencies 
in cooperation with the Secretary in order to make the program effec-
tive or to supplement the program. No payment shall be made by the 
Secretary toward the cost of any project established or administered 
by any such organization or agency unless he determines that such 
project--( ·11 "d 1 I f 1· "bl • d' "d I " A) w1 provi e emp oyment on y or e 1gr e m 1vi ua s, 

except for necessary technical, administrative, and supervisory 
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• personnel, but such persoll!1~l sh:ill,_t<? the fullest extent possible, 
be recruited from among eligible mdiv1dual~; . . . . . 

"(B) will provide employment for ehg1ble 111d1v~duals m 
the community in which such individuals reside, or m nearby 
communities; . . . . . . . 

" ( C) will employ eligible i_nd:i,1:i1uals 111 se~vices relate1 to 
publicly owned and operated facilities and pro1ects, or pro1ects 
sponsored by organizations, o~h~r than pol~tical parties, exempt 
from taxation under the provis10ns of section 501 ( c) ( 3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954, except projects involving the 26 use 501, 
construction, operation, or maintenance of any facility used or 
to be used as a place for sectarian religious instruction or 
worship; . . 

"(D) will contr~bute to the general wel~a~e of ~he_c<?mmumty; 
"(E) will provide empl<_>yment for_ eligible_ md1vid~als whose 

opportunities for other smtable public or pnvate paid employ-
ment are poor; . . 

"(F) (i) will result in an increase in employment oprortumt~~s 
over those opportunities which would otherwise be available, (n) 
will not result in the displacement of currently e~ployed workers 
(including partial displacement, such as a reduct10n m the hours 
of non overtime work or wages or employment benefits), and (iii) 
will not impair existing contracts or result in the substitution of 
Federal funds for other funds in connection with work that would 
otherwise be performed; . . . . . . 

" ( G) will not employ or contmue to employ any ehg1ble 111d1v1d-
ual to perform work the same or substantially the same as that 
performed by any other person who i~ on layoff; . . 

"(H) will utilize methods of recrmtment and select10n (111clud-
ing listing of job vacancies with the employment agency operated 
by any State or political subdivision thereof) which will assure 
that the maximum number of eligible ·individuals will have an 
opportunity to participate in the project; 

"(I) will include such t~aining as may be neces~ar:y: t? make the 
most effective use of the skills and talents of those 111d1v1duals who 
are participatino-, and will provide for the payment of the rea-
sonable expense; of individuals being trained, including a reason-
able subsistence allowance; 

" ( J) will assure that safe and healthy conditions of work will_be 
provided, and will assure that persons employed in commun_ity 
service jobs as3isted under this title shall be paid wages which 
shall not be lower than whichever is the highest of (i) the mini-
mum wage which would be applicable to the employee under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, if section 6 (a) ( l) of such Act 29 USC 201. 
applied to the participant and if he were not exempt under sec-
tion 13 thereof, (ii) the State or local minimum wage for the most 
nearly comparable covered employment, or (iii) the prevailing 
rates of pay for persons employed in similar public occupations 
by the same employer; 

"(K) will be established or administered with the advice of 
persons competent in the field of service in which employment is 
being provided, and of persons who are knowledgeable with regard 
to the needs of older persons; . 

"(L) will authorize pay for necessary transportat10n c<?sts of 
eligible individuals which may be incurred in employment many 
project funded under this title, in accordance with regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary; 
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"(M) will assure that, to the extent f~as~ble, such _project 'Yill 
serve the needs of minority, Indian, and l!mited Eng~ish-speaking 
eligible individuals in proportion to their numbers m the State; 
and f "bl "(N) will authorize funds to be used, to the extent easi e, to 
include individuals participating in such project under any State 
unemployment insurance J?lan. . . . 

"(2) The Secretary is authorized to es~abhsh, issue, and amen~ ~uch 
regulations as may be necessary to effectively carry out the provisions 
of this title. 

"(c) (1) The Secretary is authorized to pay not to exceed 90 per 
centnm of the cost of any project which is the subject of an 11;greemen_t 
entered into under subsection (b), except tl~at the ~ec1:etary 1s author-
ized to pay all of the costs of any such J)l'OJCCt wlu<?h 1s (A) an ~mer-
gency or disaster project, or (B) a proJert locati>1 m an econ?m1ca~ly 
depressed aren, as determined by the. Secretary m consultat.1on w1_th 
the Secretary of Commerce and the Director of the Commumty Serv-
ices .\dministration. . 

"(2) The non-Federal share shall be in cash or in kind. _In deter1;1m-
ing the amount of the non-Federal sha~·e, the Secre~9:ry is auth?r1zed 
to attribute fair market value to sernces and fac1hties contributed 
from non-Federal sources. 

"Al>:\11:NISTRATIO)< 

"SEc. 903. (a) In order to effectinly carry ?U~ the provisions of_t~is 
title, the Secretary shall, th~ough the Comm1ss10ner o~ the A~m1ms-
tration on Aging, consult with the State ~gency on agmg designa~ed 
under section 304(a) (1) and the appr?pnate area agencies on agmg 
established under section 304(a) (2) with r~gard t<>;- . 

"(1) the localities in which commumty sernce pro1ects of the 
typr authorized by this title arr most neNfo~; . 

"(2) consideration of t~e employlt!ent_ s_1tuat10ns and the_ tipe 
of skills pos,essed by a,ya1lablc local mdiv1duals who are eligible 
to participate; and 

" ( 3) potential projects and the nult!ber and percentage of 
rligible individuals in the ~oral populahon. . . 

"(b) If the Secretary d_ete~·IT!mes that to do_ so_ would mcrease J~b 
opportunitirs antilable to mcl1v1duals uncle~ this title, the _Se~retar~ 1s 
authorized to coordinate the program assisted under tins title with 
programs authorized under the Emerg~ncy ,Jobs and Unemploy~~nt 
Assistance .\ct of 1!)74, the Comprehensive Employment and Trammg 
\ct of 1!)73 the Community Services Act of 1974, and the Emergency 

·Employme1~t Ad; of 1971. Appropriations under this Act may not be 
usrd to carry out any program under the Emerge!lcy ,Jobs and Unem-
ployment Assistance .\ct of 1974, the Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act of 1973. the Community Services Act of 1974, or the 
Emergency Employment Act of 1~71. . . . 

" ( c) In carrying o_ut the _provisions of this t!tle, the _Secretary 1s 
authorized to use, with thmr consent, the serv1c~s, equipment_, per-
sonnrl, and facilities of F~d~ral and_ other agencies "I_Vlth or w1thol?t 
reimbursement, and on a similar basis to cooperate with other pubJ1c 
and private agencies and instrumentalities in the use of services, equip-
ment, and facilities. 

" ( d) Payments und~r this titl~ may be made in advance or by way of 
reimbursement and m such mstallments as the Secretary may 
determine. 
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" ( e) The Secretary shall not delegate any function of the Secretary 
under this title to any other department or agency of the Federal 
Government. 

"PARTICIPANTS NOT FEDERAL EMI'LOYEES 

"SEC. !)04. (a) Eligible individuals w~o are employed in any project 
funded under this title shall not be considered to be Federal employees 
as a result of snch employment and shall not be subject to the provisions 
of part III of title 5, United States Code. 

' (b) No contract shall be entered into under this title with a con-
tractor who is, or whose employees are, under l?tate law, exempted frol!l 
operation of the State workmen's compensation law, generally aprh-
cable to employees, unless the contr:ictor shaJl undertake ~o provide 
either through insurance by a recogmzed carrier, or by self-msurance, 
as authorized by State law, that the persons employed under the con-
tract, shall enjoy workmen's compensation coverage equal to that pro-
vided by law for covered employment. 

"INTERAGENCY COOPERATION 

"SEc. 905. (a) The Secretary shall consul~ '".ith, 3:11d obtain _the wi:it-
ten views of, the Commissioner of the Admm1strat10n on Agmg prior 
to the establishment of rules or the establishment of general policy in 
the administration of this title. 

"(b) The Secretary shall consult and cooperate with the Director of 
the Community Services Administration, the Secretary of_ Health, 
Education, and "\Ve I fare, and the heads of other Federal agencies carry-
in<Y out related programs, in order to achieve optimal coordination with 
su~h other programs. In carrying out the provisions of this section, the 
Secretary shall promote programs or projects of a similar nature. Each 
Federal agency shall cooperate with the Secretary in dissemi!lat~ng 
information relating to the availability of assistance under th1~ t_1tle 
and in promoting the identification and interests of individuals eligible 
for employment in projects assisted under this title. 

"EQIDTABLE DISTRIBUTION OF ASSISTANCE 

"SEC. 906. (a) (1) From sums appropriated under this title for each 
fiscal year, the Secretary shall first reserve such sums as may be neces-
sary for national grants or contracts with public agencies and public 
or private nonprofit organizations to maintain the level of activities 
carried on under such grants or contracts at least at the level of such 
activities supported under this title and under any other provision of 
Federal law relating to community service employment programs for 
older Americans in the fiscal year entling June 30, 1975. Preference in 
awarding such grants or contracts shall be given to national organiza-
tions of proven ability in providing employment services to older per-
sons under this program and similar programs. The Secretary, in 
awarding grants and contracts under this section, shall, to the extent 
feasible, assure an equitable distribution of activities under snch grants 
and contracts, in the aggregate, among the States, taking into account 
the needs of underserved States. 

"(2) The Secretary shall allot for projects within each State the 
remainder of the snms appropriated for any fiscal year under section 
908 so that each State will receive an amount which bears the same ratio 
to such remainder as the product of the number of persons aged fifty-
five or over in the State and the allotment percentage of such State 
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bears to the sum of the corresponding product for all States, except that 
(A) no State shall be allotted lC'ss_than one-half of 1 per centum_ of 
the r<'maindcr of the sums appropriated for the fiscal year for wluch 
the detC'rmination is made, or $100.000, whichewr is greater, and 
( B) Guam, ,\ merican Samoa, the Virgin Islands, and the Trust_ Te~-
ritorv of the Pacific Islands shall each be allotted an amount which is 
not less than one-fourth of 1 p<'r cC'ntum of the remainrler of the sums 
appropriat~cl for th<' fiscal year for which the detC'rmination is made, 
or $.,0,000, whichC'1·<'1· is gr<'atcr. For the purpose of the exception con-
tain<'d in this paragraph the tC'1·m 'State' dO<'s not include Guam, 
American Samoa, th<' \'irgin I slands. and the Tru"t Territory of the 
Pacific J,;lands. 

"(!-1) For the purpose of this subsection-
" (A) the allotment percentage of each State shall be 100 per 

centnm less that percentage which bears the same ratio to 50 
per ce>ntum as tlw Jl('I' capita income of sueh State bears to the per 
capita inconw of th<' rnitecl States. except that (i) th<' allotment 
JH.'n-<'11tage ;;hall in no case be morC' than 7:> per centnm or less than 
33% per C<'lltnm, and (ii) the allotm<'nt p<'rcentage for the District 
of Columbia. PnPrto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Island!s, American 
Samoa, and the Trust Territory of thP Pacific Islands shall be 
75 pC'r cPntum; 

"(B) tlw numbPr of persons aged fifty-Jh-c or owr in any State 
and iu all States. and the per capita income in any State and in 
all StatC's, shall br drtl>rminrcl by the Secretary on the basis of 
the most satisfactory data arnilable to him; and 

" ( C) for the purpose of determining the allotment pPrcentage, 
thr tPrm 'l'nited States' means the fifty States and thP District of 
Coh,mbia. 

"(b) The amoimt allotted for pl'Ojects within any State under sub-
section (a) for any fiscal year which the SePretary detrrmines will 
not he required for sueh year shall hr reallotted. from time to time and 
on sul'h dates during snrh yrar as the Secn•tary may fix, to projects 
with in other States in proportion to the original allotments to projects 
within such States under subsection ( a) for such year, but with such 
proportionate amount for any of such other States being reduced to 
the rxtent it exceeds the sum the Secretary estimates that projects 
within such State nred and will be able to use for such vPar; and the 
total of such reductions shall bC' similarlv rPallotted amonir thr States 
whose proportionate amonnts "-rre not so rcdnced. ~\ny amount 
reallottPd to a State Ull(ler this snbsrct ion during a _year shall be dePmed 
part of its allotment under subsection (a) for such year. 

" ( <') The amount apportioned for projects within each State under 
subsection (a) shall be apportioned among areas within each such State 
in an eouitable manner, taking into consideration (1) the proportion 
"·hich rligible indh·iduals in each such area bears to the total number 
of such individuals. re5nectivrlv, in that State, and (2) the relative 
distribution of such individuals residing in rural and urban areas 
within the State. 

"m:FINlTTOXS 

"SJ.:c. 007. As used in this titlC'-
" (1) the term 'State' means any of the sernral States of the 

TTnited States. the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico. the Virgin 
Tslancls, .AmC>rican Samoa, Guam, and the Trn9t Territory of the 
Pacific Islands; 
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"(2) the term 'eligiblo individual' means an individual who is 
fifty-five years old or over, who has a low income, and who has or 
,rnuld ham difficulty in securing employment, except that, pur-
suant to regulations prPscribed by the Secretary, any such indi-
vidual ,Yho is sixty years old or o,·01· shall ham priority for the 
work opportunities pro1·ided for under this title; 

"(:1) tlw tP1·m 'ron1mu11ity SPtTice' means soeial, health, welfare, 
and eclncatio11al servicPs, lPgal and other counseling services and 
assi,-tattl'l'. 111elndi11g tax <·onnsrling and assistance and financial 
com1,:Pling-, and library. IP<Tcational, and other similar services; 
eonsr1Tation, mainfr11an<·r, or restoration of natural resources; 
commnn ity llPttPrnH'nt ur beautification; antipollution and 
c•1ll'ironnwntal rpmlit~· pfforts; rconomic dernlopment;_ and such 
other sc•rvirc~ pssent ia l and JH'<'<'S:,;ar:v to the commumty as the 
SN·retarv, l,y rC'gnlatio11. ma~· prPseribe; and . . 

"(4) the i<'rm 'proirram' mrans tl1P olclPr Amenca11 commumty 
sPrvicP Pmploym~nt tJrogram l'Stahl ished under this title. 

",n,; 11 01:CZ.l'l'lOX or Arrr.Ol'RTNl'IO~S 

"S1-:c. flCl~. ThPrP arr autl,,,rizPcl to l>(' appropriated to carry out 
this titk SL00.000.000 for the fiscal _l"C':tr C'nding June 30, 1976, 
$37,iiOO.OOO ror 1l1P pC'riocl lll'ginning .July 1, 1976, a!ld ending Septem-
ber :JO, mm, $1,,0.000.000 for tl1c• fiscal year mdrng September 30, 
1977. and ~~00,000,000 for tli<· lisl'al yc·ar C'nrling Scph•mb~r 30. 197_8.". 

(b) Tith• TX of illC' OldPr Anwricans f'?mprehPns1vP SPrnces 
Anwnd111P11t!s of l!l73 (-1:2 F.:--.C. 3061 et S('(].) 1s hereby repealed. 

(c) Xotwithstarnling any otlwr provision o_f law. sums appro-
priatNl to carry out tit ]p TX of thP Old<'1' America~s Comprehensive 
Servicrs ,\111ernl111ents of 111n for the fis<'al year endmg ,June 30, lfl75, 
mav he 11sPd for ol<lPr ,\rnerican community spn·ire employment proj-
ects C'OlHlurtNl HR part of tlw ()ppration ~[ainstream program under 
title III of the ComprPl1rnsi 1·p Employment and Training Act of 1973. 

TJ:cnxrCAL .\)fF.XD)[EXTS 

Sl:c. 11.J-. (a) Section 10:l(l) of the Art (·12 l;.S.C. 3002(1))_ is 
amen<lPd by .-;triking out thr spmirolon at the end thereof and insertmg 
in liP11 thrrrof a J>Priocl. 

(b) The heading for SPrtion 202 of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3012) is 
anwncleLl l1y st ri l~ing out '·nr--Frn:" and inserting in lieu thereof 
"AD)UKI::-TU. TION''. 

(c) Section 20:t(a) (8) of thP Act (42 U.S.C. 3022(a) (8)) is 
amendocl by striking ont ''and" at the rnd thrreo£. . 

(cl) Section 303(b)(l) of tho Act (42 U.S.C. 3023(b)(l)) 1s 
amendPrl by striking out "autl1orized to be". 

(e) The last sentence of section 305(e) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3025 
( e)) is ammded by striking out "Commissioners' " and inserting in 
lieu thereof "Commissioner's''. 

(f) Section 432(b) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3037a(b)) is amended by 
striking out "part'' and inserting in lien thereof "title". 

(g) The last sentence of section 507 (b) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3041£ 
(b) ) is amended by striking out "or" the second place it appears 
therein and inserting in lieu thereof "of". 

(h) The heading for section 703 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045b) is 
amended by striking out "ALLOTT~IE::'.><T" and inserting in lieu thereof 
"ALLOTMENT". 
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(i) The last sentence of section 703(c) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045b 
( c) ) is amended by striking out "in kind" and inserting in lieu thereof 
"in-kind". 

(j) The last sentence of section 703 ( d) of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 3045b 
( d) ) is amended by striking out "in kind" and inserting in lieu thereof 
"in-kind". 

(k) Section 705(a) (2) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045d(a) (2)) is 
amended by striking out "sets" and inserting in lieu thereof "set". 

(1) Section 705(a) (2) (B) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045d(a) (2) (B)) 
is amended by striking out "cost, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1973," and all that follows through "1973, funds" and inserting in 
lieu thereof "cost. Funds". 

(m) Section 705(a) (5) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045d(a) (5)) is 
amended by striking out "areas" and inserting in lieu thereof "area". 

(n) The last sentence of section 705(c) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045d 
( c) ) is amended by inserting a comma immediately after "failure" 
the first place it appears therein, and such sentence is further amended 
by striking out "part" and inserting in lieu thereof "title". 

(o) Section 706(a) (5) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045e(a) (5)) is 
amended by inserting a comma immediately after "requirements" the 
second place it appears therein. 

(p) Section 706(a) (8) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3045e(a) (8)) is 
amended by inserting a comma immediately after "program" the 
second place it appears therein. 

TITLE II-AMENDMENTS TO OTHER LAWS 

HIGHER EDUCATION ACT OF l 965 

SEc. 201. Section ll0(b) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
_CT.S.C_. l0?8a(b)) is amended by striking out "July 1, 1977" and 
!nsertmg m lieu thereof "October 1, 1978", by striking out "and" 
immediately after "1973," and inserting in lieu thereof "for" and by 
inserting immediately before the period at the end thereof th~ follow-
ing:", and for the period beginning July 1, 1976, and endin" Septem-
ber 30, 1976". "' 

ADULT EDUCATION ACT 

SEC. 202 .. Section 310 (b) o~ ~he Adult Education Act (20 U.S.C. 
~20~a(b)) 1s amended by str1kmg out "July 1, 1975" and inserting 
m lieu thereof '•Oc~ober _1, 1~78'\ by striking out "and" immediately 
:ifter ''.1973," and msertm~ m heu thereof "for", and by inserting 
immediately before the period at the end thereof the followino-:" and 
for the period beginning July 1, 1976, and ending September 30, 1976". 

OLDER A~IERICANS COMPREHENSIVE S~RVICES AMKNDMENTS OF 19 7 3 

. SEC. 203. Section 805 of the Older Americans Comprehensive Serv-
ices Amendments of 1973 ( 42 U.S.C. 2809 note) is amended-

( 1) by striking out "fiscal year" the second place it appears 
therein and inserting in lieu thereof "five fiscal years and the 
perdiod beginning July 1, 1976, and ending September 30, 1976"; 
an 
. (2). by ~tri)ring out "Economic Opportunity Act of 1964" and 
msertmg m heu thereof "Community Services Act of 1974". 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION ACT OF 1963 

SEc. 204. Section 161 ( d) of the Vocational Education Act of 1963 ( 20 
U.S.C. 1341(d)) is amended by inserting "(1)" immediately before 
"At least one-third" and by adding at the end thereof the following 
new paragraph: 

"(2) From funds made available under this section, special consid-
eration shall be giYen to special consumer and homemakmg programs 
for persons aged sixty or older who are in need of services provided 
by such programs, as determined by the Commissioner. Such programs 
shall be designPd to assist sneh persons to live independently in their 
own homes and to alleviate the adverse effects of loneliness and 
isolation.". 

DOMESTIC \'OLUNTEl:R SER\'Il'Jc ACT OF 1073 

SEc. 205. (a) (1) Section :'i02(a) of the Domestic Volunteer Service 
Act of 1D73 ( 42 U.S.C. f)082 (a)), hereinafter in this section referred 
to as the "Aet", is amended-

(A) by striking out "nnd'' immediately after "1974,"; and 
(B) by inserting immediately after "respectively," the follow-

ing: "$6,000,000 for the periorl beginning July 1, 1976, and end-
ing September 30, 197(), nnd $22,000,000 for each of the fiscal 
years ending September 30, 11)77, and September 30, 1978,". 

(2) Section :i02(b)(l) of the .\ct (42 U.S.C. 5082(b)(l)) is 
amended-

(A) by striking out "and .. immediately after "1974," each place 
it appears therein: 

(B) by inscrti11g immediafr]y nfter "respectively," the fi:rst 
place it appears therein the following: $10,750,000 for the penod 
beo-inning ,Tnly 1. J!l7(i, and ending September 30, 1976, and 
$!3.000,000 for c>ach of the fiscal years ending September 30, 1977, 
and Septembel' 30. Hl7S."; 

( C) by in~erting i1rn11Pdiately after "respectively," the sec~nd 
place it appears tlwrc>in thC" following: ''$8,750,000 for the penod 
beginning July 1. l!l7(l, and ending September 30, 1976, and 
$35,000,000 for each of the ti.sea I yen rs endrng September 30, 1977, 
and September· 30. Hl7S;'; and 

(D) by inserting immediately after "respectively," the th_ird 
place it appears therC"in thC" following: "$2,000,000 for the period 
be<Yinnin" ,Tul y 1, l!l7G, and ending September 30, 1976, and 
$8~000,000 for each of the fiscal years ending September 30, 1977, 
and September :10. Hl78,". 

(b) (1) The first se11tenee of section 211 (a) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
5011 (a) ) is anwnrlerl- . 

(A) bv strikino- out ",·olunteers" the first and third places 1t 
appears therein a71d inserting in lieu thereof "individuals"; and 

(B) by striking out. "serrn as ,·olnnteers to". . 
(2) Sedion 21t(b) of the .\et (42 F.S.C. 501l(b)) 1s amended by 

striking out "Yolnnteers" and inserting in lieu thereof "individuals'.'· 
(3) Section 212(a) (1) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 5012(a) (1)) 1s 

amended by striking out "1·olnnteers" and inserting in lieu thereof 
"individuals". 

(c) (1) In order to provide maximum coordination between pro-
grams carried out under title III ,and title VII of the Older Americans 
Act of 1965 ( 42 U.S.C. 3021 et seq.; 42 U.S.C. 3045 et seq.) and national 
older American volunteer programs carried ont under title II of the 
Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 1973 ( 42 U.S.C. 5001 et seq.), and 
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in order to enhance the effectiveness of the support provided to such 
national older American volunteer programs by the ACTION Agency, 
the Director of the ACTION Agency shall designate an aging resou_rce 
specialist with respect to programs carried out in each State under title 
II of the Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 1973. 

(2) (A) Each agi_ng resource spe?ialist designat~d under paragr'.1ph 
(1) shall be qualified to serve 111 such capaci_ty by appropriate 
experience and training, and shall be stationed 111 a State office of 
the ACTION Agency. 

( B) The primary responsibility of each aging resource specialist 
shall be-

(i) to support P:ograms carrie~ out under title II of_th~ D~m~es-
tic Volunteer Service Act of 1973 many State or other Junsdict10n 
served by the State o~ce involved; and . . 

(ii) to seek to coordmate such programs with prog:ams earned 
out under title III and title VII of the Older Amencans Act of 
1965 in any such St_ate or other jurisdiction. 

( 3) For purposes of this subsection-
( A) the term "ACTION Agency" means the ACTION Agency 

established by section 401 of the Act ( 42 U.S.C. 5041) ; 
(B) the term "primary responsibility" means the devotion of 

more than one-half of regular working hours to the performance 
of duties described in paragraph (2) (B); and 

(C) the term "State" means the several States, the District of 
Columbia, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Guam, American 
Samoa, and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

AMENDMENT TO RESEARCH ON AGING ACT OF 1974 

SEc. 206. Section 464 of the Public Health Service Act ( 42 U.S.C. 
289k-5) is amended by striking out "one year" and inserting in lieu 
thereof "two years". 

TITLE III-PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATION BASED 
ON AGE 

SHORT TITLE 

SEc. 301. The provisions of this title may be cited as the "Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975". 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

SEc. 302. It is the purpose of this title to prohibit unreasonable dis-
crimination on the basis of age in programs or activities receiving 
Federal financial assistance, including programs or activities receiving 
funds under the State and Local Fiscal Assistance Act of 1972 (31 
U.S.C.1221 et seq.). 

PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATION 

SEc. 303. Pursuant to regulations prescribed under section 304, and 
except as provided by section 304 (b) and section 304 ( c), no person in 
the United States shall, on the basis of age, be excluded from partici-
pation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination 
under, any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance. 
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REGULATIONS 

SEG. 304. (a) (1) Not J,atrr than one year after the transmission of 
the report requinxl by section 307 ( b), or two _an<l one-half years after 
the date of thr enactment of this Act, whicheYer occurs first, the 
Secretary of Health, Education, and W~lfare shall publish in th_e 
Federal Register proposed grneral regulations to carry out the provi-
sions of section 303. 

(2) (a_\) The_ SPcreht('Y ~hall not rublish su~h proposed general 
regulat1011s unt1 l the exp1rahon of_a pcno,l_ ~ornJ?r1sed ~f-

(i) the forty-fhe day 1wr1od spec1~rd i!1 secti~m 307(e); ~nd 
(ii) an additional forty-five day pc:10d, rn~medmtely fol_lowmg 

the 1wrioJ dcscrilwd in clause (i), dnrmg which any committee of 
the Congress ha \·ing jurisdiction OY<'r the subject ma~tcr in rnh,ed 
may conduct hearings with r<'spect to the r~port wluch the Co!ll-
mission is required to trnnsmit un<lPr sec_tion 307(1), and with 
respect t-0 the; comments an'.l recommen<1:at10n~ submitted by Fed-
eral departments and agrncJC'S uml~r sec~1on 301 ( e). . . 

(B)_ The forty-firn day p~riod s1?eC1ficd m subparagraph (A) (u) 
shall mclude only days d11nng which both Houfes of the Congress 
are in srssion. 

(3) Xot later than 11i1wty days after the Secretary publishes p~o-
posecl rC'g11 lations unclcr paragraph ( 1), the S~cretary shall publish 
in the Federal Heo·ister final general regulat10ns to carry out the 
pro\·isions of sc•cti~1 30;3. afk1: takin_g i1;to consideration any c_om-
ments rPcri\·ed lJ\· the Srf'1'C'tar_y ,v1th respect to the regulat10ns 
proposrll 1111<ler paragraph ( 1). . 

(-!) Xot later tlia11 ninC'ty clays after the Secretary publishes final 
o-eneral reo·nlations under paragraph (a) (3), the head of earh Fed-
;ral dcpa1irnent or aw•ncy \Yhich extends Federal financial assist-
ance to any progTam or actiYity by way of grant, entitlement. loan, 
or contract othrr than a contract of insnranrr or guaranty, shall 
transmit to the Seeretarv and publish in the Fedcra 1 Register pro-
poseJ n•gulations to carr·y ont the proYisions of section 303 and to 
prO\·ide appropriate investigati\·e, conciliation, and enforcement pro-
cedures. Such rri:nibtio11s shall LP consistent with the final general 
reg-ulations iss11rrl h:v the Secrrtary. 

( 5) K oh\·ithst:lllding any other provision of this section, no reg-nla-
tions issued pursnant -to this st>ction shall be effective before ,Janu-
ary 1, 107!l. 

(b) (1) It shall not be a ,·iolation of any pr·ovision of this title, 
or of any reg-nhtion issncd 1mder this title, for any person to take 
any action otherwise prohihitrd hy the provisions of section 303 if, 
in thr program or actiYity invoh·ed-

( .\) sueh net-ion rrasouably tiikes into account age as a factor 
necessarv to the normal operation or the achievement of any stat-
utorv obiec-ti\·" of Sl'rh nrop-ram or acti \·itv: or 

(H) the differentiation ;~iade by sneh action is based upon rea-
sonable factors other than age. 

(2) The provisions of this title shall not apply to any program or 
activity established under authority of any law which (A) provides 
any benefits or assistanct> t-o persons based upon the age of snch per-
sonP; or (TI) establishes criteria for participation in ag-e-related terms 
or describeq intended beneficiaries or target g-roups in snch term;,. 

( c) ( 1) Ex cent with resped, to anv prog-ram or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistanee for public service employment under the 
Comprehensive Employment and Training Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
801, et seq.), as amended, nothing in this title shall be construed to 
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authorize action under this title by any Federal department or agency 
with respect to any employment practice of any employer, employ-
ment agency, or labor organization, or with respect to any labor-man-
agement jomt apprenticeship training program. 

(2) Nothing in this title shall be construed to amend or modify the 
Age 'Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (29 U.S.C. 621-634), 
as amended, or to affect the rights or responsibilities of any person or 
party pursuant to such Act. 

ENFORCEllIENT 

SEc. 305. (a) The head of any Federal department or agency who 
prescribes regulations under section 304 may seek to achieve com-
pliance with any such regulation-

( 1) by terminating, or refusing to grant or to continue, assist-
ance under the program or activity involved to any recipient with 
respect to whom there has been an express finding on the record, 
after reasonable notice and opportunity for hearing, of a failure 
to comply with any such regulation; or 

(2) by any other means authorized by law. 
(b) Any termination of, or refusal to grant or to continue, assist-

ance under,subsection (a) ( 1) shall be limited to the particular political 
entity or other recipient with respect to which a finding has been made 
under subsection (a) ( 1). Any such termination or refusal shall be 
limited in its effect to the particular program or activity, or part of 
such program or activity, with respect to which such finding has been 
made. No such termination or refusal shall be based in whole or in 
part on any finding with respect to any program or activity which does 
not receive Federal financial assistance. 

(c) No action may be taken under subsection (a) until the head of 
the Federal department or agency involved has advised the appro-
priate person of the failure to comply with the regulation involved and 
has determined that compliance cannot be secured by voluntary means. 

(d) In the case·of any action taken under subsection (a), the head 
of the Federal department or agency involved shall transmit a written 
report of the circumstances and grounds of such action to the com-
mittees of the House of Representatives and the Senate having legis-
lative jurisdiction over the program or activity involved. No such 
action shall take effect until thirty days after the transmission of any 
such report. 

( e) The provisions of this section shall be the exclusive remedy for 
the enforcement of the provisions of this title. 

JUDICIAL REVIEW 

SEc. 306. (a) Any action by any Federal department or agency 
under section 305 shall be subject to such judicial review as may other-
wise be provided by law for similar action taken by any such depart-
ment or agency on other grounds. 

(b) In the case of any action by any Federal depa1iment or agency 
under section 305 which is not otherwise subject to judicial review, 
any person aggrieved (including any State or political subdivision 
thereof and any agency of either) may obtain judicial review of such 
action in accordance with the provisions of chapter 7 of title 5, Uni.ted 
States Code. For purposes of this subsection, any such action shall 
not be considered committed to unreviewable agency discretion within 
the meaning of section 701 (a) (2) of such title. 
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STUDY OF DISCRDrINATION TIASED ON AGE 

SEC. 307. (a) The Commission on Ci,·il Rights shall (1) undertake 
a study of unreasonable discrimination based on age in programs and 
activities receiYing Federal financial assi ;:tance; ancl (2) identify 
with particularity any such fe, lPrally a,·sistC'd program or activity in 
which there is found cYidencc of persons 11 lw are otherwise qualified 
being, on the basis of age, exclucled from p:1rticipation in, denied the 
benefits of, or subjec-tt>d to dis1Timinat inn under sut•h program Ol' 
activity. 

(b) As part of the study required by t!ti:-; sectiou. tltc Commission 
shall conduct public hearings tn elicit tlu~ 1·iews of inlrrested parties, 
including Federal departments nnd agen,·iP~. on issnP~ relating to a_ge 
discrimination in programs and activitit•-s n•ceiving !<'Prlcral financial 
assistance, and particularly with respect tot lie reasona hleness 0£ distin-
o-uishin o-, on the hnsis of ag-e, nmong p11h•ntial pat'I tripants in, or 
benefici~ries of, spC'cifl r £edcrall)· nssistt>d 11rograms. 

( c) The Commission is au1 liorized to "htain, t ](l'(rngh grant or 
contract , analyses, research an1l studirs l,_1· indeppnrknt expC'rts of 
issnes relating to arre discrimination and to publish tlw results therrof. 
For purposes of thr ~tudy rer111ircd by i-l1i, section . the Commission 
may accept and utilizr the sen·ires of \"l 1l1mtary or uncompensated 
pt>rsonnel, without rrg·nrcl to tltn provisi(11t>: of section 105(b) of the 
Civil Rights .Act of 1 !li'i7 ( 42 U.:-\.C. 1975t l (I, l). 

(d) Kot later than eighteen months 1il' i1'r the date of the ena?t-
ment of this Act. the Commis~ion shall transmit a report of its 
findings and its recommendatiC>ns for statutory changPs (if any) and 
administratfre artion, including snggestPd general rt'/!·nlations, to the 
Congress and to the President nncl shall ['l'ovide a copy of its report 
to the ht>acl of each Federal dPpnrtmenl allli. agency "·ith respect to 
,,hich the Commission makes findings or l'f't'lJmmendnhons. 

(e) Not latc•r than forty-five working cln_1·s after rr·,·eiving a copy 
of the report required by subsed ion (cl). P,lt"h Feckra I department or 
ao-ency with re,-:p<'d to which thP Comrni c;~ ion make,: lindings or rec-
0;1mendations shall submit its comments ant l recommendations regard-
ing such report to the PresideHt. and to !,lw Cc_Hnmitt l'f' on La?or and 
Public 'iV-elfare of the Senate and the Ct>1111111ttee on Educat10n and 
Labor of the House of Represcntati ves. 

(f) The head o-f each Federal dcpartnwnt oe agenr:y shall cooperate 
in all respects ,,ith the Commission with rPspect to thn study required 
by subsection (a), and shall proYide to l·l1c Commic;sion such data, 
reports, and documents in connection witlt rhc subjN't matter of such 
study as the Commission may request. 

(o-) There are authorized to be approprintcd such sums as may be 
nec;ssary to carry out the proYisions of this section. 

DEFINITIONS 

SEc. 308. For purposes of this title-
( I) the term "Commission" means the Commission on Civil 

Rights; 
(2) the term "Secretary" means the Secretary of Health, Edu-

cation, and Welfare; and 
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(3) the term "Federal department or agency'' means any 
agency as defined in section 551 of title 5, United States Code, and 
includes the United States Postal Service and the Postal Rate 
Commission. 

Approved November 28, 1975. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH, 1975 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

There is increasing awareness throughout America of 
the growing national resource represented by our older 
citizens. Their collective knowledge, experience, and 
energy can contribute significantly to raising the quality 
of life for all Americans. 

As we approach our national Bicentennial, it is 
important to take special notice of older Americans. They 
have made and are making significant contributions to our 
Nation. It is fitting that we not lose sight of the con-
tinuing contributions this generation can make nor of our 
commitment as a society to meet their needs. 

The first White House Conference on Aging in 1961 
produced a Senior . Citizens Charter of_Rights and Obligations. 
The second Wnlte House Conference on Aging> held in- 1971, -
broadened that recognition and deepened our commitment to 
providing opportunities to our older citizens for maintenance 
of income and health and for self--realization and continuing 
usefulness. It is appropriate to update the Charter in the 
light of growing knowledge and recognition of the needs and 
abilities of our older citizens. People of all ages should 
join in the development of a Declaration of Rights and 
Obligations of Older Persons so that it can be proclaimed 
as part of our Bicentennial celebration. 

NOWs THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the month 
of May 1975 as Older A.rnericans Month. I urge everyone to 
participate in the efforts to achieve the goal of proclaim-
ing a new Declaration of Rights and Obligations for Older 
Persons, which can become a rallying point for our Nation 
during the Bicentennial year of 1976 and a guide to action 
during the years ahead. 

IN WITNi:'.:SS WHEREOF, I pave hereunto set my hand this 
first day of May in the year of our Lord nineteen 

hundred seventy--five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

# JJ 
Tr 

GERALD R. FORD 

JI ;r # 



ugust u. 197 5 

D ar Ann Hanuruuu 

Thank you !or writu:ig to rs. Ford to expreaf 
diaa.ppomtment and inquire the rea 011 that Pap 
amear testa are not eligible deduction. Wider 

edicare.. You were thoaghtful to ahan your 
cot1c:er1.1 with the First Lady. 

ln checklllg with t_he Soc:lal ec\lrity Adminietr 1oa. 
we fOUDC! that ,rou.tlae medical exainln.ation doe• 
aot qualify ae a relmbutaa ble expeue Ulll.eav thfJre 
ie a reason to b4tllave that it ia related to disea•e .. 
Teats not prompted 1 auspicious symptoms would 
fall into thia category. 

We can 111.p reciate yoiir de•ir• to !'adice pze ... 
ventive medicine ad aend very be•t wlehe• for 
your good health and bappine••• 

itb i.r•. Ford•• gratit de for your kind regard. 

Sbtcer. ly • 

• ~rba S.. Perrott 
Director 0£ Correspondence 
For ra. Ford 

AnnH mm.an. 
Twill ock R.oad 

Joriseant, Colorado 80816 AH 



Aug111t s. 1975 

Dear Mr. Sa.ble: 

Your £.rt.and_ Jamea W. McCarthy. ha• very 
kindly shared your drawing of the Pr«1ident 
a.ad Mr•• Ford •• well aa a photograph ot you 
waterlag your ga.rdea. -:r be Forda were bo110red 
by your eelectioa ot them a• your w.bject and 
were delighted to lea r:a of your aajoymeat of 
llfe through gardealn,g aad drawlq-.. They 
ee>ulda't help woadedag how you plaata have 
growa atace the pbotogr&ph waa take.a! 

Your support m•au a grea.t deal to the Ferd•• 
who join. ia aeadhlg ratlto.de and arm wishes 
for health and happlaeas to you... 

~·e hope you will Uke baviag the eaeloaed 
photograph of the First Family who a:re from 
left to right: Jac:.k,. Steve, Mrs. Ford. the 
Preeldefll. Su•an. Gayle (Mlk••• wlfe), Mike. 

Slacerely. 

Marba s. Perrott 
Director of Corre•poD.dence for Mr•. Ford 

Mr. Fred Sable 
Arroyo Vt.ta Convalaacem Ceater 
3 022 45th Street 
Saa Diego. Calliorala 92105 

ENCLOSE FF LITHO, B & W GF PHOTO 

AH 
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l'tll-, lS, 1975 

Dear Ura. Shaffer: 

Thau .,.. •ery mull tor wr1Ua1 of yoer le•aou 
o.a Mw to tNat tbe bllacl,, you ca.rd- plau, 
aad your cnatl•• baadwork. Tow ._.,. tho•1htful 
to let Mra.. Ford kaow· of yoo.r actiYltlea .. 

Aa meet. •• tile Flf'at Lady hope• that ,011 wllt 
fbld cajoyabl• aad nwardbq project•, •he la 
ree..-ably 1111able to take •••alt&&• of your 
tat.Ill•. However, you have ber warm wl•be•. 

Ith appreciatloa. 

Marba S. Perrott 
Director of Corre•poad411ee 
Fol' Mra. Ford 

Mra .. Mar, CaroU.. Shaffer 
Bos 319 
Holllday•b•rg. Pe ... JlYaala AH 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE OCTOBER 1, 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

-----------------------------------· ·----------- --- . ----------
THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I am signing H.R. 14238, Appropriations for the 
Legislative Branch for Fiscal Year 1977, with reluctance. 

Last year, the C.ongress enacted Public Law 94-82 which, 
after more than six years, allowed' annual pay adj ustment.s for 
all Federal employees. Before that time pay ra,ises for 
officials at the top levels ~f the Federal Government had 
been frozen. As annual comparability tncreases came due each 
October, ·more and more Federal employees bumped up against 
the fixed ceiling, preventing them from receiving the annual 
comparability increase. S,oon, many employees in the upper 
Civil Service grades were receiving exactly the same salary 
as policy-making officials. 

Under these condit'ions, it became increasingly d.ifficult 
to· recruit top-fligl".t people into the Federal Governm~nt and 
it became even mor e diffi cult to retain those who were already 
the~e. With salaries significantly higher .in the private 
sector, many dedicated individuals are deterred from entering 
or remaining in the public service. Chief Justice Burger has 
spoken often -- forthrightly and eloquently -- on the identical 
problems which plague the Federal Judiciary. 

While last year's law did not solve these problems by any 
means, it did give some small relief to Federal officials who 
had not had a pay raise since 1968, despite large increases in 
the cost of living. 

In the bill I am signing today, Congress has not only 
withdrawn the small step they took last year to help alleviate 
the problems of Federal pay, but they have created additional 
chaos. 

If the Congress had frozen only the pay of its members 
in this bill, I would sign without hesitation. 

Instead, in this election year, the Congress chose not 
only to stop its own pay raises but those of the Judiciary 
and top-level Executive Branch employees as well. 

Further, the Congress has created havoc in the pay levels 
throughout the Federal Govern~ent. The Congress wrote language 
in this bill which enables employees in Civil Service grades 
16, 17, and 18, and some at grade 15, to be paid higher 
salaries than the Commissioner of Education, the Commissioner 
of Food and Drugs, the Commis s ioner of Indian Affairs, the 
Administrator of the Farmers Home Administration, the Director 
of the National Park Service, and the Archivist of the 
United States. Many other officials will receive lower 
salaries than their subordinates. 

The Congress has made a bad situation worse. 

.. t 

I seriously considered returning this bill to the Congress 
without my approval. 

more 

(OVER) 
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However, I am signing ~this 'bill because the Congress will 
have an opportunity to remedy the si½uation early next year 
when I present my recommendations .after reviewing the proposals 
of the Quadrennial Commission on Executive, Legislative, and 
Judiciary Salaries. 

I am also signing this bill because the Congress did take 
action on an Administration initiative of some importance --
the elimination ot the -so-called 1% kicker frbm increases pro-
vided Federal annuitants. The 1% kicker was originally intended 
to compensate for the delai in providing cost-of-living 
adjustments . . However, aa a result of compounding, there h~s 
been overcompensation. Since the 1% add-on was adopted, the 
cost of livinghas increased 58% while the 1% kicker adjust"'." 
ments have totall~~ 71~. Although the -new cost-of-living 
adjustment system which this legislation establishes does 
not conform entirely to my recommendations, it nevertheless 
should maintain an appropriate balJrice b~tween protecting • 
Federal annuitants from inflation; while pr~serving the fisdal 
soundness of Federal retirement programs. 

In signing this bill I express not only my chagrin but 
also mj deep ~egret that so many ~edicated men and women of 
the Judiciary and the Executive Branch will have their pay 
frozen by the actions of this Congress. We must all hope 
and expect that the next Congress will act more responsibly. 

# # # # 



8-A MRS. 0' NEILL SIG NEV IN RE THE ELVERLV 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Septe.mbeA 30, 1976 

Thank you 001t yoM letteA to MM. Fo1td e.x.p1te.6.6ing c.onc.eAn -601t the eldwy. 

Pie.Me know tha:t the P1t<¼ident a.nd w a.dvL6oM ha.ve wo1tked cU.Li..gently to 
..unpltove .the quaLUy 06 lioe ,601t OM oldeA cJ.tizeM. 

1n lli 7976 S.ta:te o-6 .the Unzon Addltu.6, .the PILuident p1Lopo.6ed .tha:t Soua.l 
Sec.Ultity Bene,6ili be expanded by .the oul.t c.o.6.t-o,6-living inMeMe. Tlli 
beneod bee.rune e,6-6ec.:uve on Ju.ty 1 06 :tlli yea.It. Al.60, .to plLa.ted .the 
integ/ti.ty o-6 :the Soua.l Sec.Ultity TILU.6:t Fund, a. ,6und .tha..t ,Lt, being Mpid.ty 
depleted, .the PILuident pltopo.6ed a. .6ma.U inMeMe wou.td bec.ome e,6,6ec.:uve 
Ja.naa.1ty 1, 1977 a.nd would c.0.6:t wo1tkeM a. maximum 06 $1 a. week. 

The PILuident hM a.l.60 p!topo.6ed a. c.a..tM.tJtophic. health iMUILa.nc.e p1tog1Lam .to 
limit .the ou.t-of-poc.ket amount :the e.tdwy people mM:t pa.y ,60.fL medic.al and 
phy.6ic.ia.n '.6 oe<¼ ea.c.h yea.1t. 

In Nove.mbeA 197 5 .the P1tuident .6igned Amendment.6 .to .the O.tdeA AmeJtic_a.M Ad 
whic.h ,Lt, in.tended .to de.tiveA c.oolLdina:ted, c.omplLeheMive .6eAvic.u a.nd mectl-6 
:to the eldwy a;t .the c.ommunity level a.nd :to enable oldeJt peMoM .to live 
independent .ti.vu in .theilt awn homu. 

ALthough a..t.t o-6 :the p!toble.m.6 -6a.c.ing oldeJt people ha.ve no.t been ILUolved, .the 
PILuident -6eel.6 .tha:t a. veAy ..su.b.6ta.nti,a,f__ beginning ha;., been ma.de, a.nd he ha;., 
pledged: 

.to do eveJty.thing in my poweJt to help OM Na..tion 
de.moM.tJta:te by ili deed.6 a. deep c.onc.eJtn ,60.fL .the 
cUgni.ty a.nd wo/tth o-6 OM oldeJt peMoM. By doing 
.60, OM Na..tion wil1. c.ontinue :to bene-6d ,61Lom .the 
c.on:tJubutioM .tha.t oldeA peMoM c.a.n ma.ke :to .the 
.6.tltenghtenzng oo OM Na..tion. 



-2-

The. Pneolde.n.t and MM. Fond appne.c.ia,te. .tfu/2 oppoll.tunl.ty .to -6ha!Le. .thw vle.w-6 
wl.th you, and .the.y -6 e.nd ;to you ;thw be.-6;t wl6heo and wa1uneot ne.ga!Ld-6. 

Slnc.eJLe.1.y, 

MM. llizabe.th M.O'NeJli 
V.vr.e.c..ton ofi Co!Ute.-6ponde.nc.e. 

fioJt Wu. Fond 

i 
j 

__ .,,,,/ 
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FOR IM.MEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 5, 1976 

Office or· the White House Press Secretary 
-------------------------.. ··-~·-=-• .. -..-·--,...,;.. __________________________ _ 

THE WHrrE HOUSE 

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH, 1976 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

Among our Nation's most precious natural resources 
are the collective wisdom, experience and abilities of 
our older citizens. 

In recent years we have become ni6re aware of the 
important contributions older Americans have made in the 
past and in the tremendous potential they hold for the 
future. We are iricreasin~ our ~fforts tb ensure that 
they have the opportunity fo~ independeht iiving through 
security of income1 mairitenartce of health and continued 
useful irlVolvement in the lifa of our Natioh. 

. . 

Am~rica·• s old~r citizens have earned the gratitude 
and respect of our societyj as well as our recognition 
of their worth and dignity. Irt this spirit~ the Federal 
Council oh Aging has prepared the Bicentennial Charter for 
Older Americans expressihg their rights and obligations. 

The job market and the area of volunteer services 
provide some of the best opportunities to draw on tli.e . 
strengths and talents of older Americans. Unfortunately, 
olderj and even middle-aged workers, are too often the 
victims of myth and prejudice regarding their capabilities. 
Our society needs .the know-how, experience, judgment and 
eagerness to serve that these citizens bring to the job. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby des i gnate the month 
of May, 1976, as Older Americans Month . 

I urge all State and Area Agencies on Aging and 
other private and public organizations that are · related 
to the field of aging to observe this month by arranging 
public forums where the Bicentennial Charter for Older 
Americans will be discussed and recommendations developed 
for implementation. 

I urge all organizations concerned with employment 
to observe this month with ceremonies and programs de-
signed to increase employment opportunities fo r ol~er 
workers. 

I urge all organizations engaged in the delivery of 
services to persons in need to observe this month by in-
creased emphasis on efforts to recruit, train and place 
older volunteers. 

more 
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And I urge all Americans to observe this month by 
focusing on the achievements of older persons and supporting 
programs to make the last days of lif'e tl1e best days for 
increasing numbers of our older Americans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
fifth day of April • in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. FORD 

# # # # # 
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J r, 7, 19,16 

Tha:ak ,.. ••r-r DlUh fot- writta1 to th4t Ford• 
to ••n ,our ••cld•nllll •1'-.tloa r•1anlla 

and ftaaac••• 1• we.-e aorr, to 
t.al'tl of you dUft .. ltl••- aad 'Nbll• tu 
Prald•a &114 ,-1rn I.Ad,- a.-e .,._'1e i,er-.uU, 
to • of help, •• w.n bappy to cbedt with the 
Social Secorlty Aclmbalamloa abom ••lbUkle• 
for aclclltlou.1 lMel'al aa•latuc:.• Cor -,o 

a ta a. plJt•• reto le pu kaowtbilt the a ••• 
Yl11ei •ta.ff of the Boe l S•<narU f Admlnlatratloa 
will &ttelb IMt ~oaactlag yn about a pl,S.1 tor 
'-••· , •• •hlc.h '" ml&M be •lialble or 
the ... .., · ppl1tmema1 ae\ldty Iaconw proan.m.. 

It warm ood wl•••• 

M,1 f'l>a S. Pel'l'Ott 
J>lnaol' of Corr••poadeac• 
roi- re. ord 

,.... All'Wt 1' rouch 
ii f»O Acbora Folsom oad, I.S 
1\NeriU., CaUfol'$ 95678 

cc/incoming and outgoing to Joe Michel 
SSA. Room ii A 6 Annex 
Baltimore. Maryland Zl235 

AH 

TO SOCIAL SECURITY: A COPY OF YOUR REPLY IS REQUESTED 
FOR MRS.. FORD•S FILES 
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August 5, ~9?6 

Memo to: Liz 0 1Neill 

From: Ann Haas 

Should we have inquiries regarding -many .aspects of Social Security 
benefits, Bill Murphy on the Domestic Council, ext. 2761, is very 
helpful. He mentioned in spe~__ific the following areas: 

-:'.'"=--

1. retirement benefits 
2. survivor I s benefits 
3. disability benefits 
4. black lung benefits 

the Department of Labor handles newer claims 
(contact David Lissey, WH staff) 

Social Security Administration handles older claims 
5. Medicare 

part A (hospitalization) _and part B (medical) 
6. Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

he can provide info re payments centers (regional & district) 

Also, he is_ sending over language to use when people express 
concern about the Social Security fund 11 drying up." 



Fat.Nary 19. 1976 

Thau JOU.•• mucb for ,our Jdlldu•• ta ••rlaa 
ti.. plctve whleh yot dr•w fl'Otn a mapalM. 

The Pre.Wnt aad 1 are bollored tbat ,ou lac:lded 
u la your bobby of drawlq h4 Ii.ope th.at JQll wDI 
lib lla'ftlll tu eaclo•ed photogn.pb whlcb l• •eat 
with Hr wanna•t wl•••· 

SIAeenly, 

, a-. Fl"'allk PhllllP11 
Clatlla Rll1 Nar•ba& Home 
20 ClafU.a Street 
MlUol'd, Ma•aachuett• 01757 

ENCLOSE INFORMAL BF /GF PHOTO 
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' - ' ., :..·T , :·, o·.· 2~~-- , 

::~ -~fl~-1e:- ls being h--::lct or1~ -.,,v~-=k prio :::- t0 t~, ~n~-.::sgi\.,. ~:-1-g ·.-,:L::~-: ;=,~ ~: hop-2 ~h2:: 
i -::: n 1 i_LL t·ocLLS atten.tio~ o:i the isolation of r.0..iLL~0n...s o.f se~~o~ ci ~: z -2:-1s 2.:~rl 

' er_co:_\·:.-2.ge peopl.e tr~rou.ghot.tt the cou2tr:.-- to set 2-rt _~\_:-!t.eric~.n t.:-2-d.i.t~on o[ 
i·t1~t:..1.d~:t1g older cl.t~z2Ds in tL:.e~r th2.n~,::;gi.-;,,-ing · plans . 

ir,_ ~~-;_e E\ed Room o.ri.or to d~nner be-ing serT/-ed a.t 7: 30 PlvL ~ Tite menu ir:.cludes: 
Fr2s~: Fruit Cup; R<)c.st StL:£f1=d TLt.rl-.::ey- ,, .. ritC:. Cr2_nberry· Sat::.ce; C2.:idied Y2.rr1s; 
_,.;:::~,en SqL,ash; Bruss2L Spro~ts; Ho;:nerri_ade .Rolls; Tossed G::-een S2.lad; and 
Eg~~·~g Pie. 



-~;es of Guests: 

Places cf birt:,.: 

--- - ·-- _ : 

~·i :..tio:-:.::.~ C2 ;,_:_-c 2. L C:-ii.c:-i.. Pr2.:; ..:-_·-=~~-~f 
~-7 .. s ~'1i~c +: 0 :-.. 2 -~= o •..:.:-1.ci_ l .:J.: ·= ~-- :_: -~ ::~--.. 2 s 

~_?iSCC?2l :=i_ o s:::~S2 of ~-i e..s r .. i.!7. ·; ~ ~ ;:: ,, ; 7' :::;J...--~,.-
J ewish 2c ~~cil 6~ th2 ~ g i~; 
1;2.-::io::-:2.l .;.~.3 soc:..2. ti -:rn. o~ A::-2.0 ~~-:-.2r ic2.~s 
~;2.tio:1a2- Co1.:ncil .::,f Se::.io::- Ci::.~z2n.s 
A..:.~ericc~ Association of Re~i~ec Persons 
N2.tion2.l R2tired 72-2.chers Assoc:i2.tion 

6~ to 68 
64: 
66 
68 
71 
72 (2) 
73 (2) 
75 
78 
79 
8 8 

(3) 
r-~D {2) 
~-~e,·1 York. Ci t. 01-

D. C - (2) 
Pct 
Io~•,a 
1!.::.SS-

( ? \ 
\ - J 

ShersheVr Poland 

14 ( 9 ·wo2err '.J :meci) ('i'here are ..'!. bl2.cks 
2.ns. 10 . , . \ 

\,-; G.l Le S / 

~a~ia~al Stat.istics: s_s ~illio2 senior citizens wno live 
alo:12 o=- ·.-ri thout f 2..:.--:-:ily) 

.,. 
; 

' .. 

4_5 raillion are wo~en; 1 . 3 cillion are ce~ 
3_5 fe2al2s for every nale 



... _. vr: 

.:.s ~.Ie::-./ 3. =-t i. : .. ~2 i:-:.. T ... -a~iCU3 =·~ ,...:.: -:::--: a::'f2..irs r • ·~ -

=:-_._: :~2..::.g t::2 c~--: ::>i~ i::i ~-11-i_ich 3~1. 2 s i::.t; s. 

3ars ky (7 ~), cri~inall? from ~ew Yor~ Cit~: . has bee~ 
iD t:J.e ~.;~~s :: i:i..gto2'"'..., D .c. s -::.2.t1..:3 OL 'r·'~C::'.2!! ?":CG~_:_p 
while liv ing in this city. Lillian has a~s~ 
traveled. extensively to all pa.rts .of the 1:0:::-ld 
, . .,-i th Conferer:.ce of Ch.::-istiar..s a!ld Je;-,s . 
Recentl~', she has helped ~o research and pl2n 
a tour boo~ of Washington for senior cici=e~s-

Casgrain. ;_7 8 ) r comes to Washington from Winch ester, Massachuset 
One of Ar~oin's ~ain concerns is the pronction o 
the Foster Grandparents program in which he is 
very active. In addition, he devotes a good dea 
of hi.s e::-iergie s to his acti ,_,i ties with the A._--::1eri 
Association of Retired Persons. In his spare ti. 
A:!:"doin writes poetry that reflects his per::;onal 
thoughts o~ asinq . 

Pat~~cia Corbett (79), born i~ Dub~qu2, Io~a, is a former pediatric 
rrurse. Pitricia's fa~ily history c2n ~ 2 traced 
back to -~erica's earlie st cays . She is ace-
scende~t of Josiah Bartle tt, one 0£ the originaJ 
signers c f the Declaration of Independe~ce. 

Charlo tte FillDore ( 7 5) , , . - .. . . . ,. nas enJoyea various ~cca~ions inner years 
here in the Washi~gto~ area. At one ti2e, 
she was employed as the housekeeper fer ~rs. 
EcCa.f frey, fo~er . secr<::t.a:::y to Mrs. £-~a:-:iie 
Ei senho\,,;er . She is curren-t.2.y i~'l•:Jl ""v~ec. in. the 
Senior Aic Program . In additio~, C~arlotte 
runs a Day Care Cente= for so~e fort~-~c~r 
c~il~ren ra~ging in a~e fro~ two to fc~r years 

~n ~-~i~-~,1-~v c-~~ ~~-1·ca" ~a 0 -~ 0 -~~, J._Li. J.. .:. .1. a. L --.J .:.! ...... - .__ .L.1- '- ... ~. r_.:.....1... l!. :._ -...., .:., ~'-"'"' ~--. 

She is also , ct the p~esent ti~e, a fos~2r 
parent to a five year old child who has lived 
with Charlotte since the age of five ~esks. 

Ja~2s ~orris (73) , was born in To~•s Creek, Virgi~~a, but live~ ~or 

;r, 

' ._r: 
,.,_j,/ :-, 

a lo~g ti~e i ~ Knox~ille. Ther2, he ~is 
=~ ilitie::; as a ~ai~~anenc~ e n g ineer fort~~ 
i e ~~essee 3 o arf of Eeucatia ~ -
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?1J.C :! of his -::=._::1e :;~ 2. ti~~ t. !1es::: C.. =.ys.. Ir-:. ~~~G.i. -=ic::1 
to ~is l ite~2~~ ?U~suits, n8 ~s ~~terest~~ i~ 

season' s tic~ets to the Nashi~s~o~ Redskin s ~~~2s. 
A devoted sports fan, she partic~larly enjoys basebal 

Ra'tT::--10::c. P2..ris i (72) r oJ:iginal l~[ fro:n L'!e7~'' ~·or k Cit.:_(, has enjo~/eC: .. rc..~2.ous 
careers. At o.'.1e time, Rayreo~d was a hair stvlist 
at the f a .mous ?laz a Hotel in :'.·Tew York. He ::-ias also 
been a professio~a~ dancer. In his time he has 
worked out choreography with e~tertainer George 
Ra£t 1 s dancing partner. 

Gecrse Robinson ( 7 3) , ,,1as bo:-c::1 in Carolina County in Virginia. George 
is active in various affairs sponsored by the 
Baptist church. 

On.alee S•.73.in (76), , Io rked for forty-one years at -;_::ne Department of 
Defense where she served as assistant to Ge~era1· 
~edar i s. Onalee as3isted i~ t~e setting u~ of the 
Gilided M~ssile B2s2 in Huntsville , Alabama. Ko 
stra~g2r to th2 ~1ite House, s~e has twice ~~~are 
attended teas there during the Truman ad~inistrat~on 
both before and after the White Hau se was refurbished 

-. ~ - f , • 
.:. .. .:,_...:-, 

( 8 8) I ,·tho ·:ras born in.. :·-:c.ryland ! is ·c.he oldest 
guests for th~ d inner. She co~es f ro~ a ~acksroune 
of disti:nguishe~ cler::/Tne:-i_ . 3et~y' s fc.t:he.:- T,,a s tt:e 
Rector of St. ?au~•s E?iscop2~ Church, the oldest 
church in th2 District. Eer husban~ was a~so an 
Episc~pa l n i~iste~ . 

(77) , case to States fro~ S~ers~ev, ?eland. 
After living in New Yor k , ?r2~ces came co Washing 
where she wo~ked at the Cepartme~t of Defense fo~ 
twenty-six years. She is ~ery active in the affa 
cZ th2 ·Je'i,'l1is:7. Co17nunit:-/ C'2:1ter. In c.C.diticr:, ?~a 
is a. Pionee:::- ;-ls::12.n, a Jet·rish group wI:. ich spo:::-1.sor.s 
~any fund-raising activities to benefit the ?eopl 
cf tl"-!2 c orr~:_::i.i t~/ .. 
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THE WH IT E HOFSE 
Oif i c e 0£ the ? re s s S e c re t a-ry t .o rv1 rs- Fo rd 

------------------------------------------

rvl rs. Ford will r,~c eive area homemakers registered for an 
' Icentity and Homemaking'' Conference this afternoon at-± p. m. 

at the \-Vhite House. She \>:1ill make brief remarks and be presented 
-.vith an award naming her an ''outstanding homemaker. ' ' 

T h e Conference is being held Sept. 26-27 in Vfashi:-igton, D. C. 
It is being sponsored by the Georgetown University School for · Summer 
and Continuing Education and the TransCentury F'.)ti.ndation, an 
or g anization that provides ··research, operational programs, tech nical 
ass istance and consultative services that are needed in fields 
r e l 2. ted to self- reliance of w omen.11 About 20 0 women registered for 
tl:e conference. 

T he Conferen c e hopes to provide 11 status and re cognition t o homemakers; 
g ive women an opportunity to sha re their concerns a n d sug gestions 
wi t h other wornen: explore the changing role of women in the home; 
highlight the need for research into the problems facing women in the 
home; review the public and private image of the homemaker; and 
share the expertise and insight- of professionals in assisting 'homemakers 
wi t h their problems. 11 

# " ff # # 

• r J 



F o r immediate release 
Wed nesday, Feb . 18, 1976 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

----------------------------- -------------------- -

Mrs. Ford will receive about 180 people ~ttending the National 
Conference of PT A National Legislative Conference at the White • 
House today at 3:30 p. m. The Conference is meeting in Washington 
Feb. 18 and 19. 

She will make welcoming remarks and receive an Honorary . 
National Life Membership in the Parent Teachers Associatio.n. 
She will receive a certificate and a pin. 

Participating in the presentation with Mrs. Ford will be Mrs. Carol 
Kimmel, President of the National PT A, who will present Mrs. 
Ford with the Life Membership; Mrs. Grace Baisinger, First 
Vice ·President; Mrs. Madelyn Wills, National Secretary; Mrs. Jean 
Dye, Legislative Coordinator; Mrs. Ann Kahn, chairman of the 
Legislative Service Committee. • 

# # # # 
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11t4Jt Uu CoUult, 

Tk<1nk lJOU ve..tg l!Ue.h. ccJt. qouJL uce-1\t lt,Ut.lL :t.o ~. Foltd jlui-.b,s 
~oW'L thoayb.t6 .u a. ll(!t!b~ 0£ tb.t Mil.tion4l woc..l.fttio11t o & 'lt..t.iM.d 
FtdWtt &tpb,ge.u. 

Yau Illa¥ be .tn.tf.Jtutui J:c boa, th.at U 1.1, cu~ £0.t th«. f>Jtt..ldent 
,to .u.nd 4 lltf.Uctga ta 4ll OJf.gt.WauOH aiiic.h UplU.U.6 .the dulu 'OJt 
.tuclt a gJtt.e.tlr.g. 4'h.l.Lt. P,u,...ww Folf.d w ~ut l!IU4«gu to & 
Ntttlnut. A4a6e>el4.ti.on o{ irti.Jttd 'FtdlA4l Emplo(lt.f..6 f.fttPhauthig U4 
d~dl.c.a:tion to OU'- nAtl.oftitt b!te.tut. .tlteu no ae.uagt ~LU:.&t 
{alt tlt<t lt4ti.41'..at met-Ung Mfh.i.c.h gou. fJHtntio1t~. 

Vou mtf.ll t1.l&o bt We-tuttd ht btowlng .th4t on Cctb~tJt t6, 1914, 
P>-..uUent. fOJrd &,igttt.d. S. 621. a bU1. tdr,lck UARFE ~d, '•t.o 
e.u..i.na.tt the. 4.ltmd.tl/ Ud.u.dton INldt. _ "" o.tdeA. tD P,,.011.l.dt. a .&wu,.iv-ing 
&pou.4t. wltlt mt 41Utal,;tJJ* ~g pwedA aehu t.ht .u 111J;t 
~e.d. ,, 

Bte4U.6t <ti tJOWt tXp,1\1.Mt.t'L WU.U-t hi . he. Ollt pt.Utlt.t: ;,a.dd oa·· ~uJ.dtd 
ledeJUtl 4Mu..i.t'41'1tl, I am tn.cl114btg a p.te.4.s 4tlt«4~ on .the -6u.bJt.et. 

With 4U. gcu,d te.l4hu J 

Ull-& Bt.a4.le. M. CiJUJ.Vt 
!11! 1-f.u,iu.lppl. SUe.«: 
A.pa,tbwtnt 1 t 
San 1>.i,f.90 1 C-4U.&O:Jf.nl4 92104 
enclo~Wte: PRESS RELEASE 

SlAc.tAt.ly, 

Mu. Elwtbt,th lit. 1Jt1JfU.!. 
PL\tct'OJt d CoMupcndcnct 

&011. UfU. ft11UI. 

EMO I AH I t:.hh 
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OLDER AMERICANS 

- -Overview- -

In a recent special message to Congress, President Ford 
reaffirmed his commitment to meeting the needs of older 
Americans, and to draw on their strengths in resolving 
the problems of America. He asked Congress to: 

" ... help our nation demonstrate by its deeds a 
deep concern for the dignity and worth of our older 
persons. By doing so, our nation will continue 
to benefit from the contributions that older 
persons can make to the strengthening of their 
nation." 

President Ford noted that the single greatest threat 
'"'Uality of life cf older Americans is infla.ti0n. 

His irst economic priority as een to ight in ation 
and his programs have cut nearly in half the double digit 
inflation e xperienced in 1974. But, he said, 

" ... the retired, living on fixed incomes, have been 
particularly hard hit, and the progress we hdve 
made ... has not benefitted them enough." 

To meet this problem, the President included in his 
budget request for fiscal year 1977, a full cost of 
livin increase in Social Securit benefits, that will hel 
bo ster the purchasing power o 3 mi lion oder Americans . 
Because the President is determined that the Social 
Security system must remain fiscally sound, he has also 
requested legislation to increase payroll taxes by three-
tenths of one percent for employees and employers so 
that payments will not exceed revenues. 

In a major new program to alleviate the burden of 
catastrophic illness, President Ford has proposed: 

* benefits by providin 
osp1.ta an 

* Limitin the out-of-pocket ex enses of beneficiaries 
or covere services, to per year or ospita 

and skilled nursing services, and $250 per year 
for physical and other non-institutional medical 
services. 

( 
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Millions of older persons, he said, live in fear of 
being stricken by an illness that will call for ex-
pensive hospital <and medical care over a long period 
of time. 

"Most often they do not have the resources to 
pay the bills . .. We have been talking about this 
problem for many years. We have it within our 

act now so that today's older 

These actions are only the most recent of many taken by 
the Ford Administration to help older Americans. Over 
the last year and a half -- from the first days of his 
Administration, President Ford: 

* Signed a $22.8 billion anti-recession tax-cut 
bill that included payment of $50 each to some 
'34rnillion individuals receiving Social Security, 
Railroad Retirement, and Supplemental Security 
Income benefits -- many older persons were also 
benefited by extension of unemplo ent compensation 

* 

* 

benefits, tax re ates, an tax re uctions. 
Families caring for elderly persons were benefitted 
by a liberalization of the tax deduction rules. 

Signed into law the Employee Retirement Income 
Secur ity Act, providing new protections and 
guarantees to 35 million persons covered by 
private employee benefit plans, including pro-
vision for greater equity in tax treatment of 
private retirement savings, and insuring that 
participants do not lose benefits because of 
restrictive eligibility provisions or because the 
plan did not accumulate sufficient funds to meet. --. 
its obligations. 

Signed the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974, which, among other things, provides for 
subsidized housing for low-income renters and 
authorizes direct, low-interest loans for housin 

er y. 
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* Signed into law Title XX of the Social Security 
Act which provides 2.5 billion dollars to the states 
for social services. 
Under Title XX older persons will receive increased 
services, planned and implemented by state and local 
governments -- needs and services determined not in 
Washington but at the local level, with the partici-
pation of the older Americans who will receive the 
services. And lastly, under President Ford's 
new Title XX proposal, states would no longer be 
required to give the federal government money in order 
to obtain federal monies in return. 

President Ford has supported the concept of the Older 
Americans Act since its inception in 1965. This past 
November the President strengthened the Act when he signed 
into law amendments creating new services and goals. 
Under President Ford's Administration -- $272 million --
almost seven times the amount available three years _earlier--
went to this program. Through the Administration on Aging, 
created by this Act, a national network on aging composed 
of state, area and nutrition agencies has been established. 
As an example of what the Act does, nutrition agencies 
serve older persons over 300,000 hot meals a day, five 
days a week at 5,000 l.ocations. This network helps older 
people to: 

* Know what resources are available 

* Secure services enabling them to live in their own 
homes. 

* Meet their needs for transportation 

* Provide for the weatherization of their homes. 

* Obtain legal services 

* Continue to be involved by serving in full-time, 
part-time and volunteer positions serving the 
community. 

* Cope with housing problems 

* Have a meaningful voice in setting priorities 
for meeting their needs at the local level. 



August 5, 197 6, 

Memo to: Liz 0 1Neill 

F rom: Ann Haas 

• Should we have inquiries regarding many aspects qf Social Security 
benefits, Bill Murphy on the Domestic Council, ext. 2761, is very 
h e lpful. He mentioned in specifi<;:_ _!__he following areas: 

1. retirement benefits 
2. survivor 1 s benefits 
3. disability benefits 
4. black lung benefits 

the Department of Labor handles newer claims 
(contact David Lissey, WH staff) 

Social Security Administration handles older claims 
5. Medicare 

part A (hospitalization) and part B (medical) 
6. Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

he can provide info re payments centers {regional & district) 

Also, he is sending over language to use when people express 
concern about the Social Security fund "drying up. 11 



A. SOCIAL s1:cw',J:TY 

To assist in protectinr; the financial inte3rity of the Social ·. 
Security System, the President has pronosed sli~ht increase 
in the payroll tax effective in January, 1977. • 
BACK(;ROmm 

The Old Age, Survivors an<l Disability Insurance trust funds 
are paying out more in benefits than· their current payroll 
tax receipts. This is -larr;ely due to increased bene::its 
in the past few years and payroll tax receipts whic:i have 
lagged because of uner:!ploym.ent and slowed wa;te p;rm,,th. 
Unless action is taken to balance th~ income and out.~o 
of Social Securit:,, the trust funds will be . ex~?..usted 
in the early 1980's. 

To prevent the raoid decline of the Social Securitv trust 
funds over the next few years, the choices are either to 
restrain increases in retirenent and disability benef its 
or to increase revenues. L 

DESCRIPTI0:1 OF PTI.O~P_I\H 

The President has included afull cost of livinr; increase 
in Social Security benezits in his FY. 1977 bu<l3et. To 
assure the future financial stability ot the Social Security 
system, the President pronosed, effective January 1, 1977, 
a payroll tax increase of· 3:::perceht each for er.1r.:iloye2s 
and euployers of covered wares . 

. , . . . . . . ~. : ·'.: : ·- ' 

The current Social Security tax rate is ·,5; ns~~ for each 
enployee and enployer· of covered WRf:es. ·Under this 
proposal. in 1977 the tax rate lmuld be 6.15~~ on a 
rnaxinum wap.;e base of $16,501. This increase will cost 
·workers with the r..axinun tam1b le ihcotle less than $1 a 
week and will help stabilize the trust funds so th-3t current 
and future recipients can be assured of the benefits that 
they have earned. .. . . . . 

B. AI:> TO -- THE Ulffi~r.:?LOYED 

In the !Jtate- of the Union Address the President snoke of 
the importance of efforts to aid the unemr,loyed. He 
re£erred to two raeasures previously enacte<l by the Con~ress 
in re·sponse to his request ahd to the . Adninistration' s 
continue·d comL1itment to support nrop;rams wl1ich hel-r the 
unemployed and which provide traininr, and 
opportunities. 

BACKGROUND 
l _:; - , 

A temporary extension of, un.e!rmloyment insurance benefits fro:n 
a maximum of 39 weeks to· a t.1axi;1ur:1. of 52 ~•!eeks was enacted in 
December, 1971~. This measure also created a snecial une:i1nloy-
oent assistance proira:-:i for workers not coverecl under the • 
regular pro3ra;;1 to provide theri a total of up to 26 weeks 
of benefits. 



I 

March 27 • 1915 

Dear Mn. J&y: 

Mra. Ford baa ••kd me to ta.a.It you for .o 
........ 1,. expr••.tas appronl aad ao tbollgbt-
f.Uy lettla1 Iles- lmow of the acU•ltlu of 1M 
Seal.or Cltl&e.M S-rlN BuL TIie Flr.t Lady 
ftjofff l•ralac of you- lt.W..•• to, am-, 
ot1-ra. t.beae la Alt.paay c.. .. , IMtltatlw 
aad lf•••laa Ho-... Site Mlmlna your Saa•· 
dy Ill ral•le& .... , to cat"ry NI ycnar NW.•• 
PNll'Un aatl I• patet111 tor yo11r •peel.al ffl&H. 

I 

.Althoqla we an 1111&ble to recotmlMtM a.ay 
pcatNtlal W••Jd.aat• beaeflclarJ of yonr 1roup•• 
tale••• Jt la a plean.n to •aclN• literature 
abeat tbe Natloa•• Ca.plh.1 wblcll we hope wW be 
Mlpf-1 alt.ovY th Sealor Cltl- Saariff BalMI 
Yl•lt Olli' city. 

With appnelatloa ... wa.nD wl••• for you 
eoatlwcl ••c•••• 

Slacenl:,. 

MaaeyM. Bowe 
SpedalA••htu& 
To Mra. For4 

Mn. Marw Jay 
.. 107 
Eller•1l•, Maryt..a 21519 

ENCLOSE BROCHURES &: ORDEll FORM 

AH 
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OLDER AMERICANS 

--Overview--

In a recent special message to Congress, President Ford 
reaffirmed his commitment to meeting the needs of older 
Americans, and to draw on their strengths in resolving 
the problems of America. He asked Congress to: 

" ... help our nation demonstrate by its deeds a 
deep concern for the dignity and worth of our older 
persons. By doing so, our nation will continue 
to benefit from the contributions that older 
persons can make to the strengthening of their 
nation." 

President Ford noted that the single greatest threat 
to the uality of life of older Americans is inflation. 
His irst economic priority as een to ight in lation 
and his •programs have cut nearly in half the double digit 
inflation experienced in 1974. But, he said, 

" ... the retired, living on fixed incomes, have been 
particularly hard hit, and the progress we have 
made ... has not benefitted them enough." 

To meet this problem, the President included in his 
budget request for fiscal year 1977, a full cost of 
livin increase in Social Security benefits, that will hel 
bo ster t e purchasing power o 3 mi lion oder Americans. 
Because the President is detemined that the Social 
Security system must remain fiscally sound, he has also 
requested legislation to increase payroll taxes by thre~-
tenths of one percent for employees and employers so 
that payments will not exceed revenues. 

In a major new program to alleviate the burden of 
catastrophic illness, President Ford has proposed: 

·k Extendin Medicare benefits by providin 
or un 1m1te ays o ospita an s 

facility care for beneficiaries, and 

* Limitin the out-of-pocket expenses of beneficiaries 
or services, to per year or ospita 

and skilled nursing services, and $250 per year 
for physical and other non-institutional medical 
services. 
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Millions of older persons, he s a id, live in fear of 
being stricken by an illness that will call for ex-
pensive hospital and medical care over a long period 
o f time~ 

"Most often they do not have the resources to • 
pay the bills ... We have been talking about this 
problem for many years. We have it within our 
Eower to act now so that today's older persons 
will not be forced to live under this kind of a 
shadow.'.' 

These actions are only the most recent of many taken by 
the Ford Administration to help older Americans . Over 
the last year and a half -- from the first days of his 
Administ.ration, President Ford: 

* Signed a $22.8 billion anti-recession tax-cut 
bill that included payment of $50 each to some 
14iii"illion individuals receiving Social Security, 
Railroad Retirement, and Supplemental Security 
Income benefits -- many older persons were also 
bene fited by extension of unemployment com£ensation 
benefits, tax rebates, and 1975 tax reductions. 
Families caring for elderly persons were benefitted 
by a liberalization of the tax deduction rules. 

·k Signed into law the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act, providing new protections and 
guarantees to 35 million persons covered by 
private employee benefit plans, including pro-
vision for greater equity in tax treatment of 
private retirement savings, and insuring that 
participants do not lose benefits because of 
restrictive eligibility provisions or because the 
plan did not accumulate sufficient funds to meet 
its obligations. 

* Signed the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974, which, among other things, provides for 
subsidized housin for low-income renters and 
aut orizes irect, ow-interest oans or ousing 
for the elderly. 
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-:,; Signed into law Title XX of the Social Security 
Act which provides 2.5 billion dollars to the states 
for s oc ia l services. 
Under Title XX older persons will receive increa sed 
services , planned and implemented by state and local 
governments -- needs and services determined not in 
Washing t on but at the local level, with the partici-
pation of the older Americans who will receive the 
services. And lastly, under President Ford's 
new Title XX proposal, states would no longer be 
required to give the federal government money in order 
to obtain federal monies in return. 

President Ford has supported the concept of the Older 
Americans Act since its inception in 1965. This past 
November the President strengthened the Act when he signed 
into law amendments creating new services and goals. 
Under President Ford's Administration -- $272 million --
almost seven times the amount available three years earlier--
went to this program. Through the Administration on Aging, 
created by this Act, a national network on aging composed 
of state, area and nutrition ag encies has been established. 
As an example of what the Act does, nutrition agencies 
s erve older persons over 300,000 hot meals a day, five 
days a week at 5,000 locations . This network helps older 
people to: 

,~ Know what resources are available 

* Secure services enabling them to live in their own 
£10mes. 

* Meet their needs fo r transportation 

* Provide for the weatherization of their homes. 

* Obtain legal services 

* Continue to be involved by serving in full-time, 
part-time and volunteer positions serving the 
community. 

* Cope with housing problems 

* Have a meaningful voice in setting priorities 
for meeting their needs at the local level. 
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ApltU f6, J916 

VtAA. at. Qla.te,u., 

Tlwilt you. '°" gOUA. l.eU.tA. o, f~ ao tJJ uu. Foll.d c.onc.t>UW1g 
t.kt.. pU.ght. "' th.1. ddVf.tiJ JJi homu 4wl :the a~tLoA 
oa 4 CDMUCet to taok J.n:t.o th& 4~n. 

f.\OIJI the. c.u..tut "' WDUA. LU:W&., .. ~w»t. tW bJ ff Jtt.tlA.attnt 
holK4° gou. a.Jte u,~ tJJ 4A.t. C/Rllll!IDMJJ eaU.c.d 
MIIU, wltl.ek U-6"4/.lJ/ llt4ll6 ~wndc..1 o.t .to,ig-.WUU CUL aac.i.Ut:iu, 
bu.t C4l1 a.ao cove,i ~ed.iate. CMt. a.n.d .aliiU.ul nwt6,lag caJ&.e. 

Vou. a.u. cC/C.tlAnL,J co~ .tw. .tlt.eA.t Mt 4 IUUlbeA. 06 ,~ 
P'CtbwtA -tel&ti"8 J:.o holnu hf. tlte, Un.ltul. s.t.a.te.& .tJ/r.u1.JJ, 
.in telun6 oft q"4l.J.t.y o, CM.e, 4'/4Ab.bi.,U.q/, c.o-6.t.6, •ta.i6,i,lg 
and otht/L a6pe.et4. t C4Jl '1.U"'"- f/OU. that thd'PJC.U,i.d.~ 4nd 
.the. Adaln.utA.atlcut aA.& dtt.pq eoaetAl&ed OVCI&. tn.U(. 411d o;t/itlt 
d.i..i,1.i.c.ul.tlu 64Cht9 ltllJXIJ ot.ult. e.Uiiwa. fUtit 4 vi.tsf toUNV&d 
p,.o~ .the. dJ.Qn.,Uy o, ddtAl.4 ~aaLl:.e.d peuo• 
w p,\OIIO.tl.nQ 4 1ws1. qu.a~ "' CIV<.t. awt u.,e., J.n. .te.6..uLential 
C44t ,~, .the. Adai.wbl4.Uon on Aghig, W&dClt .the 
v~ .,, Ue.a.tth, Educ.a.Uoa., 4114. wu,411.c., w wtUu.t.cd 

.... a. MfJIU.i.ns Home. C.bwl6m«n PJr.ag.ta iA n~ aU Slate4, Pae.4tD 
Uco, a.rad .t.h.c. V..utttlc.t o, Co.lidtb.u. &Ua.&c.d u ~ome. 
d.d~ .thu pJ&,OglfmJf «.ad. the. doto~n p,u,Jtct.i th4t:. 
p11.e.ceatd .u, plu.6 "diAe.et:oJuJ o, ~•u oWU?..ti.Dn.hie 
in the. vtvt.ioUA s.t.4tu. 

Thue. opt/£at~ ~h .th.c. du.isna.ted 49~ Oil aghJB 
x"4t hlwc b4tui u.tabtulwi. ii& eA.Ch .s.t:a«, 44 4 pa,tt '16 4 u.titm· 
HAl.df. n~ 011 49..!ne.. Tl1'.4 a.t.o J.nc..f.udu 49t.ne£u JA 
419 .t#tl&ou.shout th.t. co~. Tlte a.gene.Lu. 4ct u 
fld.w1CA.t.u &OJI. the t.l..dt/l.tfl, eoaJcdi.n&tt. tU!J:J:.vi.LLe.4 011 .thwc. hU14tt, 
and p\Ov.idt. hloo.tmtloA o• 4C?A.V~ ad pto9Ju.lll6. 011. the. 114tio"4t, 
st.4.tt., (U«{ loCJLt le.'1Ws .ad.VJ..404!! tuuf. UJ1U.£tke& ,tJa4t 
wou hs u,ijWU!U.oa w.Uit the. on. 49.t.ns ha.Vt btta ~d "-P .to 
a.c.t,,i.vrl,.IJ ~.t.f. .the. WeA.U.tt. 0-6 o"1J.tt/l. pVL.601"6. A:f. l.f.a.6t hat4 
oo the. alf.lllbe.u ca .the. Staa and locai. advi.6oJUJ wut be. 
ol.dtll. COMUIIIM o,, I.VW4C.t6 • 

I 



Ap,ul. f6, 1976 

You. my ldUh. u 9U a touch. Nu/U.ing ffOltf. OmbaGumn 
QOJf. f/OU/t su.tt.: M6. ii(JJC.O~ S.. Voljle., Ua/r.ylmt.d 06A-icc. 011 Agbtg, 
staa 06'.i.c.e. &.LU.duae, 301 Wu.t P.u...to1t St/tut, W:wrou, 

21:201 (,tdq,hone.: 301-383-$064). I a •wc.e. 4he. 
Q10u.t.c£ be, ptelUt.d .to gta,\ o'Wm flOU. Md ta CDape/r4U. w.ith, youJL 
gir.oup .lA e.veJtY way pou.ibl..e... 

YCHL -'iwul.d allao k. a&Oa.lLe. .tlutt .th.t 066-ict. 06 U""'4i.ag lloat4 Aooa.lu, 
Ht4,l.;tk RUOWt.CU ~n., 'De.pd/Ltlae.nt 06 HeaU:h., tdu.c4Wll, 
and bld6'Vl£, ,l6 1tu~ ao.t de.vdopmar..t and cootd.lnawn o, 
't.d&44L po.tu:JJ /Ui.a.t..i.ng i11 MWU.u&IJ hoasu a.nd he.a1..tJ1 o, .tht tld.w.g 
W &OJt ell,~ oa aOJt hmnU the. 
Mtdica.u tW1. Me.dical.d. p,t.agJUZN. You. can c.on.t.a.tt. .th.a.t. oo6lu. at 
5600 f.i.lh.f/U Lue., Roc.ltv.l.Ue, Ualtytand tOBSt, ,l6 f/OU. have. 
quu.U.0,u /Ui.a.t..i.ng "' .. 41tt46. 

Al..60 Mdoaed ..u 40fflt 9e.t1.f.U.l. .ln.,00!4.tion a.bout -tht. ~" 
on Ag.ins, 46 wetl CU 4 c.opr "' the. P.tU.ide.n.t' 4 IIU&4Bt. o, 
F~ 9 ~g u th.e. ea~ "P.topo44b 6o.t Inptcvanu.t 
hi PJr.09Jl.&Dl6 Set.v..£ns :titt f.1.dfl/f.4}. n 

Wu. FolC.d Mll.td .tha.t z ~ . htlt ~e, 6oJr. yoUA conct)UL 60Jt. 
t.l.df/tt.y peJUOn.6 a.nd fJOWI. wll.Ungne.44 tJ:1 '410U. ti) a.Ut,vJ.ab, th.eJA 
p,ta~, and •he. 4e.Nd6 w. veJUJ bu.t w.uliu ,oJt ~uc.c.u, .tn IJDUlf. 
&Jtdeavo.u. 

Sln.celtdy, 

Mlt6. E.U%4be.th U. O•Nt,LU 
V~ 06 CoMe&pondtnc.e. 

6A .U/u. Fo.td 

I' 

t 
I 

,I 

EMO/c.vp 



THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
WASHINGTON , D.C. 20201 

APR 2 0 1976 

I respons .. tn your coromudcation of fiarcti 19 forwarding a February 20 
letter from t.-T 0c She la •• t -r-1 t i s. Setty rt,J'd, we r~ a response 
that addresse-s Or. water.,'· concerns about the condition, 1n 11ret1r _ttt 
• ®leS» for th elderly~ outlines what fs currently 1ng done alo: 
tnas lines, and $Uggests what Or. Water'$ ••ld her group can do. to 
coordinate vith th .se fforts,. A draft r ... ply fs tmclosed .. 

Ls(~~chael J Licata 
E ecutive Secre:tary 

tn t. part:ment 

-



- -----

DRAFT 

Or .. Sne1la Water, 
500 w. Unfvers1ty Partway 
Apartment 6-J2, The Carlyle 
Ba.ltfmore, Plilryland Z12l0 

Dea.- Or. W.ters: 

Tba1tk you fo.,. your letter of February 20 cc,m:ernbtg the pl tght of the 

eldePly fn retiN!fllmt homes and tbe formation of • comm1ttae to look into 

the situation. 

from the context of your letter> I presume that by "rett~t honles4, 

you are refett1ng to what •" CfflllffOnly called nursing homes. which 

usua 1 ly means extended or long term ,care f1cfl it tes. but can t 1 so 

cover intermedtate ca.-e a..t skilled nursing ea:re .. 

You ire certainly correct that thit"e Art'& a number of sw1ous f)N)l:tlems 

reltt1ng to nursing hOmes fn t~ United Stites today. 1n terms of quality 
of car<h ava.illbfltty, costs, staffing and other aspects.. I can usure you 

that the President and the Adrnin1strattoo at"'a deeply c@neerntd OY&f" these 

and other difficulities facing many older citizens. With a view towal'"d 

f)1"0tect1ng the dfgn1ty of elderly fnst1tut1onal1.ted pe~sons and Pf'Onl)t1ng 
a high quality of care and life 1.n resid~ntial care fac11fties, 

Admfnistrat1on on Aging. under too Departme."lt of HQlth, Edue1t1on., 

•nt.l Welfare, hu tnstituted I Nursing Home ~dsman Program 1h nearly 

all Statas. ,uerto Rico, and the Of,trict of Columbia. im:losed h SOll8 

literature describing thf, j)t'Ogn_m and the demonstration pf'Ojects that 

P'"eteded it~ plus a direetor,v of ombudSfflf!n cut'Tantly f11nctionfng 1n the ... 

varfous Stetes~ 
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These ombudsmen operate through the designated agencies -0n aging that have 

been e$tab1 fshed in each State, as a part of a nat1o"wfde network on aging. 

Th1s network also includes ageru;1es in 489 commun1ttcs throughout the 

country. The agencies act as advocates for the elderly~ coordinate 
activities on their behalf,. and provide 1nformatfon on services and 

programs. On the national, State. and local levels. advisory councfls 

and contn1ttees that l«>rk in conjun<:tion with the network on aging have 

been set up to actively proioote the interests of older nersons .. At least 

half of the members of State and local advisory councils must be older 

consumers of serv1c s. 

You may wish to get fn touch with the Nursing Home Ombudsman for your 

State: ~~s. Dorothy S. Doyle,. Maryland Office on Aging, State Office 

Building, 301 Wiest Preston Street. Baltimore, Maryland 21201 (telephone: 

301 ... 383-5064). I am sure she would be pleased to hear from you and to 

coopente with your group 1n every way possible. 

You should also be aware that the Office of !iursfng Homes Affairs, 
Health Resources Adm1n1strat1o-n, Department of Health. Education, 

and Welfare, is responsible for development and coordination of federal 

policy relating to nursing homes and health of the elder'ly and for 

enforcement o1 standards for nursing homes under the. Medicare and 

Medicaid programs. You can contact that office at 5600 Fishers lane. 

Rockville, Maryland 20052, 1f you have questions relating to thost, 

areas. 
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Also enclosed is SOtilff pnew-al tr1fomatf-<>n about the Acb-1nistnt1cm 011 

Agift9. as "'tll as • co,y of t~ Pre1fdent's message of Fabf"lla,-y 9 

transmitting to the Con~s •P,oposds for ll'lm"Overstent 1n Prognms 

Serv1~g the Elderly. 

You are to be comem'led for your cttteetfl for elderly persons and Yoat" 

wt11fllll'"S to work to altevfate thefr ~blems. l hoJ)f! t• above fn .... 

fOl"IIIIUon b helpful to yov. 1 with your group avery succass, and if I 

can IM of fut'"ther assistance,, r,lease lt!t m k..,ow. 

Enclosures 

PREPAA£D BY:OS/OHD/AoA. 
VTDouglas:baf:4/13/76 
x .. 50669 
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Ap:rll 1%, 1916 

OD. you.r eigbtleth bll'tlMkJ I welcome thl• 
opport1111lty to eoqratlalate yOti ud lo comtnnd 
JOlll' ll&tbne of ••rvlca to th• mMlcat prol•• .. 
•ioa la wr coatry a.a a1troad. 

Y011 ban aeb.tevu u admlrable ~pitattoa for 
your ploenriq efforts bl tile field of reu.blll • 
t&tl~ YOII eaa take well 4eaei-ve4 prld• and 
aa.tla1"tloa la ,... .. accompll•lunem• aad bl 
tbte luUa1 nepeet --4 admlnttoa of th• 
CO\l1'tl••• people yoa UM ••r"41 .. 

I wlloleheanedly Jobi wlda you:r, muy frl-.d• 
wbo h.-01' you oa till• bappy mll••toa• lo 
wlPlq you e-nry joy aad •atlefacti-. 

Slacerety. 

H•ary H. l't.•••1-r, M. D., Ph.D. 
113 So\Jth Orul• A.,.11v.e 
s.tti o..aoe•• N•• J ..... , 01e19 

LETTER SENT FLATE TO: William K. Page, Execumve Director 
The Kessler for Rehabilltat ion 
Pleaaaut Valley Way, West Orange, N. J. 

07052 

AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY 



~ · &)'Ae; 

ht1;y and 1 wen. deli .. tA to learn ti at. 
yoa •iU .be colebx:a )'OU' ei9 tiot.f 
birthday 0A A ril l. Cd. want to :be 
i cllkied ~9 roar frifiil .aa and ad.minu-• 
eapruau9 cong,: bl iou to you t 
th.1• •P'Cia1 tJ. • 

" • '"'" woatlerful ••u:·L.e.11 of our yea • 
toget.mtr on the tiiU. a..d we U:N th• 
.._.. a.plri.t. t.aat. Mde ao ff•ct:iv• 
1a the Co:i eas is keoping you ycm.t9 nd 
V190xou today. k'e bo~ ve will . '1.Ye • 
chance t.o a :,ou ag&ill aoon. Until t.... 4 

our •---•t viahea fQr the bappie•t of 
.t-irtlid&y• l 

Yue iiono% lo ', ay i. A.ttpbi U 
50 Aspiu•l Orive 
Al.ind&, Co ora4o ·1.52 

cc: et.a. Brown 

SEaD LA'!' TO; Ms .. Vivian E. Passer 
Chairman-w A birthday committE;e 
Apartment 17 
D· .,~eracwnan Gardens 
923 uorth 12th Street 
Grand Junction, Colorado il.501 



HonmlMr J?. 1975 

l)ea,r Frlea4a: 

Aa famtlla• alll fr.._.• al'O'Olld tile c•wr,- cati.e.-
to •be•N11 Ttauk•,llflllg• l un 4Mply pteaaH lo 
uv• the oppol't\Ullty of .... ! .. W&l'llll pad •I••• 
to I• ..... " of No ONiat•r Ln• bl you Sabtte 
to 01 .. 1" AlllerlcUM. 

la tu aplrit ol npnaataa 1raUta4• l•r th IIIUY 
'ble••taa• wld.eh we •a.toy, ,-.r pn1ram h' pal'• 
tlc•lai-ly appl'Opriat• •• r•eopltloa ot tile role of 
Ohler ..,_.l'lcaae la •r aatloaal acW..eu••· 

May .,.... kla&IIMt•• t.. bliUa U.. MGJ'Ce of t.pp1-•• 
to lllM• fol'tuat• •-,1l te...,. ,- _.of,.,.. 
ap,preclatloa ,..,. tile a-111 IMI tt la le ... ,,.. 
that .. ..-.cal••· • 

~ltb ,_. regarcl• to each of ,... 

o-Gqatel' t.o.e•• 
Sahlte to 01•r Amef'lcau 

...... ..., I). c. 

MESSAGE 
SEND TO: Hank Aaron. Preeident 

1750 New York Avenue. N. W. 20006 
September 16. 1975 

AH 



VWt .uu .. Uc.Cte.Umt, 

H011J pl.ta,.tt.4 1 «. .to ht. ~it. dbmv,.-
dam:.e. itm«,~ vw 44 tJo« ~t.tl\e. uachi.ttgl 

Voa l:riwe. flltg &oftd ho~ tha.t th.£4 4pt.wl. «CflA.«m 
-U.CDgJJ.izht{t th,., btl,piA.a.t,lo,t IUtd '1r,le.Nf4k(p 
'}DU. Mft 94\ltll ~a .&q nuty wi.tl.. btt 4 ffltlllOUbl e OKt 
iO.\. 'JN:, ,o.t U iteP"UtntA th.1- ~L tUt-4 uttm 
ot .rJu,1te "'1o a.te ,o~ £Mtt.9h .to tnm:1 ycu.. 

tUtft fA!i4ftu tW f1t1UA. a,.UJr. 9(JUIL 6ttAU.y 
ruul tjOUIL MO cmd~bgi rJi.U be .the. 40W!C~ ,,, 
g-U4,t pt~e. ad .u,th,~ .. 

~Utdy, 

tu. fndtble. !cCl~lta.n. 
61 DO N<1Jt.th Stony Ld~ Raad 
J«e.fuo,r,. JU.ch.l.ga.u 49t!1f 

MESSAGE: MtuJ 26, 1916 
SDIV TO: 
Wu. JtJVti.. Hit1L6e.n sot 1 Blwolu.iclt. 1Jlf1.ve 
Ja.c.lu.on, Uieh.i.ga.n 49203 

A.LtUtt.U. 

-



ly 12, 1975 

Dear Ml•• SweeaeJ't 

ha& a pl•aaure it i• to Jolll your man,- f riellda 
.1a lo110rlaf yo11 oa the occ:aaloa o! yoar retlrern• 
from the Social S.cvlty Admlautratloa f 

The r••pect tlllCI aUectloa wlaich you coll••Pit• 
1eel for you are •ymbollced by tbia .,,...., aad 
a re evldeaced by their expr••loa o1 tu iuplratlo.a 
which you Jaa•e af,vea -durSDa :,3 -,.ara of deYOtetl 
nrvice to your pverament .. 

Oa behalf of tbe dtl•eu of the Uaited State•• 
may tbe PJ>eelc:1•1111 aad I COAYey deep appreclatJoa 
for the lanlvable coatribatloa whlelt J'O" ._._ made 
ia carrJ"ial 01lt tu work of tbe Social S~11rit,-
Adinlal1ttratioa aacl la helplag your tellow-
co\lDtl'y'lnen. 

You have OU warm reaards. OW' 1ratlt1:lde, ... 
o•r very best wl•h•• lor cotatbmed ttalllllmeat 
aad bapp ....... 

Slacerely. 

Ml•• M raaret M.. Sweeaey 
N'taga,a .Fall•• New York 

MESSAGE 
SEND TO: Mr. Max K. Schaffer 

District Manager, Social Security Administration 
1309 Pine Avenue 
Niagara Falls, New York 14301 
June 23, 1975 

AH 



Vca,t f.-.i.fJtd.6, 

Tlwalt rou •o -.eh 40A. plt.O"~ tu oppoUltnttg 
,to Ud my G-\11 g.t.uti~ b1. &4~ -.u.lt .tkct 
t.Ja.t.iD~ fo•.te.t. Pauat l.44ocla:ti.Da .u -t.t.euvhtg 
o• i.a Fi~ Ua..tull4t Cca4e-uact.. 

AU d&o Ut ~3 ht. .tiuA C41aotUJIC~ 
1Utw.- .tau p,tl.d& a ff1Wl. hJd.iv'-daitt uatt.ibu.tl.o" 
U the. h.a.ppint.U 4ffd flfd.t-bt.htg O ( tu,&. dlOII 
~ft ltavt Clide ,oc..t 4Pt.eiAl. COfilCt,1.11. Owl atloJI 
.u .u.clatA. 60-t !fOWt 4«ite.u dt!U.CAWR I» .tltuc 
~Jt. fOUA. .uwo.tvtJWlt b,t.lgg• to &iAd tilt. 
Ml.tcU 04 Cltlti.6,t au it« 44i.d, ~·1~ Cl 'J'ffl 
Jtr..ve. d"" it Wtto o•~ Di tat £tut o, tltuc mg 
bUtlwwt# IJAni. h4ve. do11t .U WI.to •· » 

V•u udr. lt«ve 111t Vtll.V but -..tu to.-t 4 
t'JCCA6.lotl. 

S.U.CM.d.g, 

Ha.tioltdl. f~ Pa.Mt Auoc.l.&Uoa 
M.uu..64.lppi. U,c.wt!U¼ 1M it:QfflU 
Cc:>tuabu4 1 UiU.lu.i.ppl 59101 

I 

SENI} TO: 
Mt. Va.v.i.d T. fva.,,u 
PJtu.idust 
Na.t.i.oMl. FoUM PcvLe.nt Au.oc,,uit,i.on 
Pou 06'.ic~ Box 130 
Uuw1t,ipp.i. lhtivtJU,ity 601t Uoaen 
Co.tumbu4, M.l61t.uupp,i. 39101 



Mra. Fol'II baa ••ketl,.. to dt.aak TM lo• 
.-...._•--of U. y._.1a .. u.a.r1 pro1n-.. 
SM ftl"f' DMIO ttajoyecl lea.ralat of ,-v actl• 
9ltie• wldcll an sula • ..-re• of illUfll...., 
••-.Jo,aaeat. 

• an .. •rJT tW Uae •--of Mn. F....-a 
mall po•••• • replf la time fo:r tbe IStla 
aaaiftl'•l'f of ,-V 1n-.,. Tu l"t.r• Lady 
llopea tllat .,.clal oceanoa waa a -• mem-
•••bla .... , ... au ............... ry .... 
•1.-Ja for ,.. .. HCCff·• 

Wltll appnda11oa aalll wann r•pr4.•• 

JfaacyM. Howe 
SpecialAa•lata• 
:I• Mra. l'ol"4 

Mi-a. GenulM a. J.,..... 
241 Coasn••--1 La• 
B.ockriU., Muylaal %0852 

• 

AH 



Mra. Ford baa ~•ked nut to th.ank you ro-:r 
sharing ne,i, ol the Y onng-ln- .Hu.rt program. 
She very much 1tnjoyed lea.ming o! your adi-
vitie• whieh an, such a so.tu·e:e oi .fuUUlment 
and e,o;jo~. 

We .are se ·son,r that tbe ntl1iPl:le ol Mr9. Ford•• 
mall p.t"eYflit.ed a reply ia time fo-r-the 15th 
anaiYenar, of yo,u· gnop,. The First Lady 
'.bope• that special oceaAOA waa a mo.t mem-
o~-able e¥'tdlil fol" all. aud abe ••-- ~ry good 
wt.b for ye,u• co~ ..ece1t•-• 

SlJ:lee;rely • 

NucyM. Howe 
Special Aa:ai-.. 
To Mn .. Ford 

Mra. Germable G. Jo=-oa 
Zo-8 ~n••ic>aal Lane 
Rocknlle. Muylaal 20852 AH 

< 



11 ........ 1,15 

A•,- ..... for 1M •.nc..._ .... .,_ --• 
of U. llap__. Ma•"• l aa .. u ..... lo aM 
llllf ••,_ wu .. •• ••• w1dcta ,.. an 
nc.t..., • Ilda •pedal ecca...._ 

Maft11U ........ Nt"1)-a .. lM_.&•ndl. 
dlte-.rc••ff~•••_.. .... ,...._._ 

T•aaylt ... M••r 
1Wb,t.Nok,8M6.._ 
Onal&a,...,Mldllpa 

MESSAGE 
SEND TO: Bill \Vorat 

1241 Emerald Avenue, N. E. 
Grand Rapid•• Michigan 49505 
November 20, 197 5 

AH 



-- --_. -:' -- -------..... ~- ... 

Dear Frt.eaai 

a la a apecl.al pin.ave to -• waftll •• .._._. t. 
•ll ..._ paattdpah• la tlle Sbtk A-•I Sator Cttlaeu 
T•••al .... DIIIMI' at Jl• ... lpll Hqll Sc._L Y .. r 
....... hi pNJ41Ct ffpftNllt• time. pl•aafe• caa-
mltmell& ... ..-lM111•al .. well ••ti. ...... 
....... of ·U.. .... ftlll ..... 

Quo •tloa ta t1laalcf•l for tile k..._•• eapneH4 la 
yoa.r ......... .a.rta wlalcll ._.. well t.~ tlw W.n. 
Ma,- .,..r ncce•• luplM etker.• t......,.._ tlMt J'Ur 
Ill tu JoJ' of .,..... 

Wltll fo .. r•pM• .. eacll el,-. ... wttll-, Mpe 
e-,.clally tor 1M W.aalap of tlala lliolYay -~ 

Bettyl'on 

....... -... T•adleff 
a .... tpllfflpSc ... l 
w ... r1a1 Pal'kway 
••••oa,a.. Ma•aadauelta OIS'8 

Send to David -Wahl1ren. 
Seaior Cl••• Aclvi•or 

It AH 



tlovtmbf)I. 19 1 1916 

'OeM Jlu4 CoUi.eJI., 

Th«nt qou. veJUJ much 6cJt goUJL t.tctftt lt.Utlt. hJ Uu J'oltd .af1M:hlg 
IJOU/f. tltoughi:A "' .. lftUlbtA. 06 the. Na.t..i.oJta.t Auo~ff. "' Re;t,l.Jut,d 
FtdVl.4t. &tployLU. 

Vou mg bt .lntt,t.utt.d u bow .that U .u c.u.4~ ,c.t t.hr. Pu,J.dr.n..t 
to .&end« -.&4«9L u a oicgw:z4tl.ott wh.lch upu.uu .tht. dui.Jr.L ,o~ 
.aueh 4 !Jk,f.et.i.ng. Olhll.t. P1t.uldu.t FoJUJ. w •t1tt a«Uagu .tJJ .tkt. 
fkttl.o"4t Al,.tt1cl..a:tlon o, R~;tllttd ft.df.lttd. Emplo{{t.U ~ ~a,.t.ung .ltl. 
dt.~n ti, OU,\ nAtl.oMl. httc..tut, .thf.ltt. m4 flO mt.Hag~ .uquu.t 
,aJt ~f, na.th,l'.al Nf.t.utg teM.c.h tJOtl ~on.td. • 

Vau trl&a b~ .l...tt-tuttd ht k~ tlt4.t 01' OetbbM !6, 1974, 
PJt.U.i.ctnt Folf.d "-91tt.d S. 6tt. a b,l.U tdtich UARFE 4u.ppoJl,'tcd, '1to 
t.l.laut«tt. the, 1tedu.etJ.an .ult. J..n oJtde,,. 1'.11 pl(.Ovidt 4 .6UJtv.ivin9 
.tp<t<L4f. wUlt 41t tf.lUtldt!(# ~9 pVtl.od.4 wkui .tltt 4JfflU.ltatt .a ""~ ~t.d. ,. 

BtcauAe 0~ qowt f.lp.tt..Utd ht.t«eit .ut t#t& OH.~ peJtctn.t !;add o,e p,u,v.l.dt.d 
1 ,tdtMl dJUWlt4nt.a , 1 am uu:J.tnhtg a. p,tu.a 4.t,te,44e. (tn. the .6abjt.~. 

WW. tLU good atiAiiu ! 

Sbtc.f.11.elg, 

Ulu 8U4.lt U. CotutJt 
311! :.U...a.iu,4:,p.l StJr.e.t.t 
~f.n-t 12 
Sa,i 1Utgo, Ca.U{oJUtia. qz 104 
e.nclo!JUJte: PRESS RELEASE 

t!.u. Et..l%ctbdh Al. C 1 UeJ.ll 
O.ltt.c.toJt. o{ Couur,,ondt11c..t 

&oJt. k.4' • FoJt.d 

EMO/A.H/.tkh 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 9, 1976 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

10:05 A.M. EST 

\ ~.~t. •, 
THE WHIT~~i HOUSE • . . ., 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDEN'l' 
AT THE SIGNING CEREMONY 

. OF THE ., 
OLDER AMERICANS MESSAGE 

THE OVAL OFFICE 

Today I am sendin.g ·a .Message to the Con~ress that 
expressed my confidence and support of older Americans, my 
very deep concern about the problell\S of .the aging and my 
proposals for dealing with the problems involving them. 
Society owes a very deep debt of gratitude to all older 
persons who have worked hard and contributed significantly 
to our Nation's Pr<:?gress. • • 

0 lder Americans continue to ·· enrich our • 1i ves with 
their vision, strength and experience. They have earned the 
right to live securely, comfortably and .independently. The 
proposals that I am senm;ng to the.Cong~~ss offer significant. 
improvements in the quali~y of life for all older Americans. 

He all have a great stake in fighting inflation, 
but older Americans living on fixed incomes are especially 
hard hit. I pledge to conti~ue the fight against inflation, 
to provide i,pecial relief to the eideriy. 

I am requesting in my budget for fiscal year 1977 
that the full cost of living increase in Social Security 
benefits are paid during the coming year. The value of the 
Social Security system is beyond challenge. I am concerned, 
however, about the integrity of the Social Security Trust 
Fund that enables people to count on this source of retirement 
income. I am concerned because the system now pays out more 
in benefits than it receives in tax payments. 

To prevent a rapid decline in the Trust Fund over 
the next few years I had to make a very difficult decision. 
I am proposing a small payroll tax increase of three-tenths 
of one percent ,each for employees as well as employers of 
covered wages. · The alternative would have been to limit 
expected increases in retirement and disability payments. 
This proposed tax increase will help to stabilize the Trust 
Fund so that current and future recipients will be fully 
assured of receiving the benefits they are entitled to. 

MORE 
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I am also very- concerned about the effect of 
catastrophic illnesses. I want to lighten the financial 
burden which now strikes after prolonged hospitalization 
When the elderly and their families can least afford it. 
Therefore, I am proposing catastrophic health insurance 
for the more than 24 million ~ericans and disabled Americans 
protected by Medicare .• 

No one who is covered by Medicare would have to pay 
more than $500 a year for covered hospitalization or nursing 
home care. No one who is c.overed by Medicare would have 
to pay more than $250 for one year's doctor bills. Beneficiaries 
and their physicials now have little incentive to limit the 
duration of hospitalization for less serious conditions. 

To encourage economic use of covered health services 
I am also proposing changes in cost ,sharing arrangements• 
As under the current system, a beneficiary who is in the 
hospital will pay $104 a day for th~ first day of hospital 
services. In addition, he or she will pay ten percent of 
additional charges up to an annual maximum of $SOC. Fer 
covered services my proposal would increase the annual 
deductible from $60 to $77 and would continue the current 
20 p~rcent cost sharing. 

To help finan~e the added protection, I am proposing 
• to limit Medicare r~imbursement rates to 7 percent for 

hospital services a.nd 4 percent for physician services. These 
prcposals are of par•-ticular importance in achieving my goal of 
hel?ing all Americans live in dignity, security and good 
health. 

I hope you will join me in efforts to secure 
Congressional passage of these important proposals. 

We .must show our commitment •t.O a cause that is 
often too long neglected--the dignity · ~d ,,well:-being of 
America's older . gei:ierations. . 1 • . . , 

I will now sign the Messages to the Congress -- one 
to the House and one to the Senate urging that they undertake 
the enactment of this necessary legislation. 

Thank you very much. 

END (AT 10:20 A.M. EST) 
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Today I am sendi~g·a ~essage to the Con~ress that 
expressed my con~idence and support of older Americans, my 
very deep concern about the problems of.the aging and my 
proposals for dealing with the problems involving them. 
Society owes·· a very deep debt of gratitude to all older 
persons who have worked hard and contributed significantly 
to our Nation•~ p~gress. • • 

Older Americans continue to ·· enrich our ·1ives with 
their vision,. strength and experience. They have earned the 
right to live securely, comfortably and .independently. The 
proposals that I am sending to the Congr~ss offer significant. 
improvemen~s in the qualify of life for all older Americans . • 

We all have a great stake in fighting inflation, 
but older Americans living on fixed incomes are especially 
hard hit. I pledge to continue the fight against inflation, 
to provide $pecial relief.to.the eideriy. 

I am requesting in my budget for fiscal year 1977 
that the full cost of living increase in Social Security 
benefits are paid during the coming year. The value of the 
Soci a l Security system is beyond challenge. I am concerned, 
however, about the integrity of the Social Security Trust 
Fund that enables people to count on this source of retirement 
inco~e. I am concerned because the system now pays out more 
in benefits than it receives in tax payments. 

To prevent a rapid decline in the Trust Fund over 
the next few years I had to make a very difficult decision. 
I am proposing a small payroll tax increase of three-tenths 
of one percent .each for employees as well as employers of 
covered wages. · The alternative would have been to limit 
expected increases in retirement and disability payments. 
Thi s proposed tax increase will help to stabilize the -Trust 
Fund so that current and future recipients will be fully 
as sured of receiving the benefits they are entitled to. 
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I am also very concern~d about the effect of 
catastrophic illnesses . I want to lighten the financial 
burden which now strikes after prolonged hospitalization 
When the elderly and their families can least afford it. 
Therefore , I am proposing catastrophic health insurance 
for the more than 24 million Americans and disabled Americans 
protec~ed by Medicare. 

No one who is covered by Medicare would have to pay 
more than $500 a year for covered hospitalization or nursing 
home care. No one t:.1ho is covered by Medicare would have 
to pay ~ore than $250 for one year's doctor bills. Beneficiaries 
and their physi~ials now have little incentive to limit the 
duration of hospitalization for less serious cond~tions. 

To encourage economic use of covered health services 
I am also proposing changes in cost sharing arrangements. 
As under the current system, a benef°iciary who is in the 
hospital will pay $104 a day for the first day of hospital 
services. In addition, he or she will pay ten percent of 
additional cha:i:'ges up to an annual maximum of $50.C. Fer 
covered services my proposal would increase the annual 
deductible from $60 to $77 and would continue the current 
20 percent cost sharing. 

To help finan~e the added protection, I am proposing 
to limit Medicare r~imbursement rates to 7 percent for 
hospital services a.nd 4 percent for physician services. These 
prcposals are of pa:::•ticular .importance in achieving my goal of 
hel?ing all Americans live in dignity, security and good 
health. 

I hope you will join me in efforts to secure 
Congressional passage of these important proposals. 

We . must show our commitment -ta a cause that is 
often too long neglectedi.-the dignity : ?tnd :,well:-being of 
America's older . gei:1erations. :( . '. • .. , 

I will now sign the Messages to the Congress -- one 
to the House and one to the Senate urging that they undertake 
the enactment of this necessary legislation. 

Thank you very much. 

END (AT 10:20 A.M. EST) 
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I ask the Congress to join with· me in making i~provements 
in programs serving the elderly. ·; 

As President J ·r intend to do everythi~g in my power to 
help our nation demonstrate by its deeds a deep concern for 
the dignity and worth of our older persons. By so doing , 
our nation will continue to .~enefit from the contributions 
that older pers ons can make to the strengthening of our 
nation. 

The proposals being forwarded to Congress are directly 
related · tci- -the health anu security .of older- Americans. 
Their prompt enactment will demonstrate our concern that 
lifetimes of sacrifice and hard work conclude in hope 
rather than despair. 

The s1ngle greatest threat to the quality - of lif& of .· 
~lder Americans is inflation. Our first priority contiriues. 
to be the fight a gainst inflation. We have been able to 
reduce by nearly half the double digit inflation experienced 
in 1974. But the retiredJ living on fixed incomes. have 
been particularly hard hit and tlle progre ::::.s we have made 
in reducing inrlation has not benefited tter.i e~0ugh . . We 
will continue our efforts to reduce feder2~ sp2~dingJ· 
balance the budget ) and reduce taxes. Th2 particular· 
vulnerability of the aged to the burdens of i nflation; . 
however, requires that specific improveme~ts be made in 
two maj or Federal programs; Social Security and Medicare. 

We must begin by insuring that the Social Security 
system is beyond challenge. Maintaining the integrity~ of 
the system is a vital obligation each gen~ration has to 
those who .. have worked hard and contributed to it all their 
lives. I ·· strongly reaffirm my car.uni tment to a stable- · and 
financially sound Social Security system. My 1977 budget 
and legi~lative program include several elements which I 
believe are essential to protect the solvency and integrity 
of the system. 

First) to help protect our retired and disabled citizens 
against the hardships of inflationJ r.iy budget request to the 
Congress includes a full cost of living increase in Social 
Security benefits J to be effective with checks received in 
July 1976. This will help maintain the purchasing power 
of 32 mil lion Americans. 

Second; to insure the financial integrity of the Social 
Security trust funds, I am proposing legislation to increase 
payroll taxes by three-tenths of one percent each for 
empl:::>yees and employers. This increase will cost no worker 

.more 
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2ore t han $1 a we e k l and most will pay l ess . These addi t ional 
reve>:'..:es a re needed to stab i liz~ the trtnt fun ds s o t:1at 
c~r~e::-i t income will be certain to either equal or exceed 
curre::-i t out go . 

~hi rd , to avoid s e r ious futur e f inanc i ng prob l ems I wil l 
sub~it later t his year a change i n the Social Se c ur i t y laws 
to cor rec t a serious f l aw i n the c urrent s ystem . The current 
forsu la which det e rmine s benefits for worke rs wh o r et ire i n 
the future does not properly refl ec t wage a n d price f luc t uations . 
This is a n inadver tent error whi ch could lea d to unnecessarily 
inf l a ted benefits . 

The change I am propos inc will not affect cost of living 
increases in b ene f its a f ter re t irement. and will in no way 

- a l ter t he bene fit le vels of current recipients. On the other 
hand J it will pro t ect future generations a gainst unnecessary 
cos t s a nd excessiv e tax increases. 

I believe that the prompt enactment of all of these 
proposals is necessary to maintain a sound Social Security 
s y stem and to preserve its financial inte grity. 

Income security is not our only concern. We n e ed to 
focus also on the special health care nee d s of our elder 
c itizens. Medicare and other Federal health pro grams have 
been successful in improving access to quality medical care 
for the aged. Before .the inception of Medicare and Medicaid 
i n 196 6, per capita health expenditures for our aged were 
$445 per year. Just eight years laters in FY 1974, per 
cap i t a health expenditures for the elderly had increased 
to $1218) an increase of 174 percent. But despite the 
dramatic increase in medical services made possible by 
p u b l i c programs , some problems remain~ 

There are weaknesses in the Medicare pro gram which must 
be corrected. Three particular aspects of the current 
program concern me: 1) its failure to provide our elderly 
wi th protection against catastrophic illness costs, 2) _the 
serious effects that health care cost inflation is having on 
the Uedicare program , and 3) lack of incentives to encourage 
eff icient and economical use of hospital and medical services. 
My proposal addresses each of these problems. 

In my State of the Union !-1essage I proposed protection 
agains t catastrophic healt h expen ditures f or Me d ic a re bene-
ficiaries. This will be accomplished in t wo ways. First, I 
propose extendin g Medicare bene f its by providing coverage 
for un limited days of hospital and skilled nurs i n g facility 
care for beneficiaries. Second 1 I propose to limit the 
out-o f •-pocket expenses of bene ficiaries, for covere d services, 
to $500 per yea r for hospital and skilled nursin~ services 
and ~250 per year for physician a nd other non-institutional 
medica l services . • 

This will mean that each yea r over a billion dollars of 
benefit payments will be target e d for ha ndling the financial 
burden of prolonged illness. Millions o f older persons l ive 
in fear of being stricken by an illne s s tha t will c a ll for 
expens ive hospital and medic a l care over a lone per iod ~of 
t i me . Most o f ten the y do not have the resourc es to pay the 
bills . The memb er s of their f amilies sha r e t he i r fe a rs 
because t h e y a l s o do not have the r e so urc e s to p a y suc h 
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large bills. We h ave been talk ing about this problem for 
~a~y years. We have it withi n our power to act now so that 
today•s older pe r s ons will not be forced to live under this 
kind of a shadow. I urge the Congress to act promptly. 

Added steps a re needed to slow down the inflation of 
l:ealth costs a nd to he lp in the fi nancinc of this catastrophic 
protection. Therefore, I am recommending that the Congress 
limi~ increases in medicare payment rates in 1977 and 1978 
to 7f, a day for hospitals and 4~ for physician services. 

Additional cost-sharine provisions are also needed to 
enco urage economical use of the hospital and medical services 
inc l ud.ed under Medicare. Therefore! I am recommending. that 
patients pay 10 % of hospital and nursing home charges after 
the first day and that the existing deductible for medical 
se rvices be increased from $60 to $77 annually. 

The savings from placing a limit on increases in 
me dicare payment rates and some of the revenue from increased 
cost sharing will be used to finance the catastrophic illness 
program. 

I feel that , on balance: these proposals will provide 
our elder citizens with protection against catastrophic 
illness costs) promote efficient utilization of services, 
and moderate the increases in health care costs. 

The legislative proposals which I have described are . 
only part of the over-all effort we are making on behalf of 
older Americans. Current conditions call for continued and 
intensified action on a broad front. 

We have made progress in recent years. We have responded, 
for example, to recommendations made at the 1971 White House 
Conference on Aging. A Supplemental Security Income program 
was enacted. Social Security benefits have been increased in 
accord with increases in the cost of living. The Social 
Security retirement test was liberalized. · Many inequities 
in payments to women have been eliminated. The 35 million 
workers who have earned rights in ·private pension plans now 
have increased protection. 

In addition we have continued to strencthen the Older 
Americans Act. I have support e d the concept of the Older 
Americans Act since its inception in 1965, and last November 
signed the most recent amendments into law. 

A key component of the Older Americans Act is the 
national network on aging which provides a solid foundation 
on which action can be based. I am Pleased that we have 
been able to assist in setting up this network of 56 State 
and 480 Area Agencies on Aging; and 700 local nutrition 
agencies. These local nutrition agencies for example 
provide 300,000 hot meals a day five days a week. 

The network provides a structure which can be used to 
a ttack other important problems. A concern of mine is that 
t he voice of the elderly, as consumers, be heard in the 
governmental decision-making process. The network on aging 
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oI'fers opportunities for this through membership on advisory 
C:O '.l.r:c.:!. :i..s related to State and Area Agencies-· ·on Aging" 
N~trit ion Project Agencies and by participation in public 
hearings on · the annual State and Area Plans. Such involvement 
ca.:1 a:1d will have a significant impact on determining what 
services for the aging are to be given the highest priorities 
at the local level. , 

The ~rincipal goal of this National Network on Aging 
is to bring. into being coordinated comprehensive systems 
for the provision of service to the elderly at the community 
level. I join :i .n the cal1 for hard and creative work at all 
levels -- Federal, State and Area in order to .achieve this 
objective. I am confident that progress can be made. 

Toward this end ~ the Administration on Aging and :a -
nu~ber of Federal Departments and agencies '~have signed 
agreements which will help to make available to older 
persons a fair share of the Federal funds · available in 
such areas as housing , transportation, social servicesJ 
law enforcement, adult education and manpower -- resources 
which can play a major role in enabling older persons to 
continue to live in their own homes. 

Despite these effortsJ ·however, five percent of our 
older men and women require the assistance provided by 
skilled nursing homes and o.ther long term care facilities. 
To assist these citizens} an ombudsman process, related 
solely to the persons in these facilities) is being put 
into operation by the National Network on Aging. We 
believe tha~ this program will help to resolve individu~l 
complaints) facilitate important citizen involvement in 
the vigorous enforcement of Federal, State and local laws 
designed ·to improve . health and safety standards) and to 
improve the quality of care in these -facilities. 

Today's older persons ·have made invaluable contributions 
to the strengthening of our nation. They have provided the 
nation with a vision and strength that has resulted in un-
precedented advancements in all of the areas of our life. 
Our national moral strength is due . in no small part to the 
significance of their contributions. We must continue and 
strengthen both our commitment to doing everything we can 
to respond to the needs of the elderly and our determination 
to draw on their strengths. 

Our entire history has been marked by a tradition of 
growth and progress. Each succeeding generation can measure 
its progress in part by its ability to recognize j respect and 
renew the contributions of earlier generations. I believe 
that the Social Security and Medicare.improvements I am 
proposing) when combined with the action programs under 
the Older Americans Act, will insure a rneasurP- of progress for 
t he elderly and thus provide real hope for us all· 

THE WHITE HOUSE; 

February 9> 1976. 

GERALD R. FORD 
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